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LETTER    VI. 

The  RON    fa  Aspasio. 


Dear  Aspasio, 

I H  E  laft  Evening  was  one  of  the  fineft 
I  ever  faw.  According  to  Cuftom,  I 
made  an  Excurfion  into  the  open 
Fields ;  and  wanted  nothing  to  com- 
plete the  Satisfadtion,  but  my  FriencPs 
Company  *.  I  could  not  but  obferve,  how  much 
your  improving Converfation  heightened  theCharms 
of  Nature.  When  Religion  applied  Philofophy,  every 
Thing  was  inJiruSiivey  as  well  as  pleajing. — Not  a 
Breeze  fwept  over  the  Plains,  to  clear  the  Sky,  and 
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cool  the  Air;  but  it  tended  alfp  to  difperfe  our 
Doubts,  and  enliven  our  Faith  in  the  Supreme  All- 
fufficient  GOOD.— Not  a  Cloud  tinged  the  Fir- 
mament with  radiant  Colours,  or  amufcd  the  Sight 
with  romantic  Shapes,  but  We  beheld  a  Pifiurc  of 
the  prefent  World.  Its  fading  Acquifitions,  and 
fantajiic  ]ojs  were  pourtrayed,  in  the  mimic  Forms, 
and  the  tranfitory  Scene.— Even  the  weakeft  of  the 
Infe<a-tribe,  that  fkim  the  Air  in  fportivc  Sitence, 
addreffed  Us  with  the  ftrongeft  Incitements,  and 
gave  Us  the  loudeft  Calls,  to  be  a£five  in  our  Day, 
and  u/eful  in  our  Generation.  They  cried,  at  leaft 
when  You  lent  them  your  Tongue,- 

Such  is'  vain  Life^  an  idU  FUght  of  DaySj 
A  fiill  debifwe  Raund  of  fickly  JoySy 
A  Scene  of  little  Cares j  and  trifling  Paffions^ 
If  not  ennohkdby  the  Deeds  of  Virtue*. 

How  often,  at  tte  Approsich  of  fobcr  Eve,  hav« 
We  fauntcred  through  the  dufky  Glade.  Obferving 
the  laft  Remains  of  Light,  now  impurpling  the 
Weftern  Clouds  ;  now  faintly  gleaming  on  the 
Mountain's  Browj  now  creeping  infenfibly  from 
all  the  fhaded  Landfcape. — How  often  have  We 
ftole  along  the  Cloyfters  of  fome  leafy  Bower;  at- 
tentive to  the  Tale  of  a  querulous  Current.  That 
feemed  to  be  ftruck  with  Horror,  at  the  awful 
Gloom ;  and  complained  with  heavier  Murmurs,  as 
it  paiTed  under  the  blackening  Shades,  and  along  the 
Root-obftrufted  Channel.— Or  elfe,  far  from  the 
babbling  Brook,  and  foftly  treading  the  grafly  Path, 
We  liftened  to  the  Nightingale's  Song.  While  every 
Gale  held  its  Breath,  and  all  the  Leaves  forbore  their 

Motion, 
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ModoA,  that  they  might  neither  drown  nor  interrupt 
the  meiodious  Woe.-— From  both  which  penfivc 
iKtrains,  You  endenvoured  to  temper  and  chaftife  the 
exuberant  Gaiety  of  my  Spirits.  You  convinced  me, 
that  true  joy  is  a  ferious  Thing  ♦  :  is  the  Child  of 
fedate  Thought,  not  the  Spawn  of  intemperate 
Mirth :  nurfed,  not  by  the  Sallies  gf  diffoliite  Mer- 
riment, but  by  the  Exercife  of  fereiic  Contempla- 
<ion». 

Sometimes,  at  the  gladTome  I^eturn  of  Morn, 
we  have  afcended  an  airy  Eminence ;  and  hailed  the 
new-bc»-n  Day  j  and  gazed  the  Dew-bright  Earth ; 
and  followed,  with  our  delighted  Eye^  the  Mai^^ 
of  fome  glittering  Stream, — ^Hepe  rt^fhhi^^  with  im- 
petuous Fury,  over  the  Mountain's  Summit;  tum- 
^bllng  fxtnn  Rock  to  Rocjc ;  and  roaring  down  the 
craggy  Steep.  Impatient,  ad  it  were,  to  get  free 
from  fuch  rugged  Patfas^  and  mingle  kfelf  with  the 
adjacent  Mead.w-There«  flackening  its  headlong 
Career,  and  fmootMng  its  Eddies,  into  a  glaiTy 
Surface,  and  a  gentle  Flow.  While,  deep  em- 
bofom^  in  the  verdant  Soil,  it  winds  thorough  the 
cberHhed  and  fmiling  Heibage.  Somethnes,  loft 
amidft  clofiag  Willows ;  ibmetimes,  ifiuing  with 
frcfli  Luftre  from  the  verdant  Arch  ;  always,  rov- 
ing with  an  Air  of  amorous  Complacency,  as  though 
it  would  kifs  the  fringed  Banks,  and  caiefs  the  flow- 
ery Glebe. — Reminded,  by  this  watery  Monitor,  of 
that  Conftancy  and  i^igour,  with  which  the  Affec- 
tions fliould  move  towards  the  great  Center  of  Hap- 
pinefs,  CHRIST  JESUS— of  that  determined 
Ardour,  with  which  we  ftiould  break  through  the 
l^ntanglements  of  Temptation,  and  Obftacles  of 
A  3  the 
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the  World,  in  order  to  reach  our  everlafting  Refi-^ 
and  of  the  mighty  Difference  between  the  turbu- 
lent, the  frothy,  the  precipitate  Gratifications  of 
Vice,  and  the  calm,  the  fubftantial,  the  permanent 
Delights  of  Religion, 

Or  elfe,  with  carelefs  Step,   We  have  rambled 
-along  the  Fields.     Sometimes,  prying  into  the  fe- 
trret  Shade,  or  hiding  Ourfelves  in  the  fequeftred 
Vale,     Sometimes,  We  have  roved  again  on  tire 
upland  Plains ;  with  eager  Views  furveying  the  uni- 
verfal  Profpeft  j   and  even  devouring  the  Beauties 
of  Nature,  or,  as  the  Scripture  fpeaks,  taiing  them 
with  our  Eyes  *.     Never  weary  of  admiring  the 
•Magnificence  and  Glory  of  the  Creation.     An  end- 
-lefs  Variety  of  graceful  Objedls,   and  delightful 
Scenes  !   Each  foliciting  our  chief  Regard  j  every 
one  worthy  of  our  whole  Attention  ;  all  confpiring 
to  touch  the  Heart  with  a  mingled  Tranfport  of 
Wonder,  of  Gratitude,  and  of  Joy, — So  that  we 
have  returned  from  our  rural  Expedition,  not'as  the 
Spendthrift  from   the   Gaming-table,    curfmg  his 
Stars,  and  raving  at  his  ill  Luck ;   gulled  of  hfs 
Money,  and  the  derided  Dupe  of  Sharpers.     Not  as 
the  Libertine  from  the  Houfe  of  Wantonnefs  f,  Sur- 
feited 

•  Job  xl.  24. 
+  Solomon^  in  order  to  deter  unwary  Youth  from  thofc 
JBinks  of  Uncleanncfs,   reprefents  thje  Harlot  under  the 
Charafter  of  a  peftilent  Hag,  or  baleful  Sorcerefs.     Her 
Feet  go  do<wn  to  Death ;  Prov.  v.  5 .    Her  Houfe  is  the  high 
Road  to  Hell;  Prov,  vii.  27,    yea,  her  Guefts  are  in  the 
Depths  of  Hell;  Prov.  ix.  18.— The  fecond  Claufe  fecms 
to  be  emphatical.     The  original  Expreflion  is  in  the  plu- 
ral Number  0"n.     I  choofe  therefore  to  render  it,  not 
^fimply  The  Road^  but  more  largely  The- high  Road:  from 
which  many  other  Ways  of  Guilt  branch  out,  in  which 
many  oth^  PatJu  Qf  Ruiu  coincide.    There«  Murder  is 

often 
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feited  wich  the  rank  Debauch,  dogged  by  Shame, 
goaded  by  Remorfe,  with  a  thoVifand  recent  Poifons 
tingling  in  his  Veins.  But  we  returned,  as  Ships  of 
Commerce  from  the  golden  Continent,  or  the  fpicy 
Iflands,  with  new  Acceffions  of  fublime  Improve- 
ment, and  folid  Pleafure.  With  a  deeper  Venera- 
tion for  the  Almighty  CREATOR;  with  a 
warmer  Senfe  of  his  unfpeakable  Favours ;  and  with 
a  more  inflamed  Defire,  <^  to  know  him  now  by 
*'  Faidi,  and  after  this  Life  to  have  the  Fruition 
««  of  his  glorious  GODHEAD." 

Some ttmesy  with  an  agreeable  Relaxation,  we  ha;re 
transferred  our  Cares,  from  the  Welfare  of  the  Na- 
tion, to  the  Flourifhing  of  the  Farm ;  and,  inftead 
of  enacting  Regulations  for  the  civil  Community, 
we  have  planned  Schemes  for  the  Cultivation  of  our 
Ground,  and  the  Frofperity  of  our  Cattle. — ^Inftead 
of  attending  to  the  Courfe  of  Fleets,  and  the  Defti- 
■nation  of  Armies,  We  have  direded  the  Plough^ 
where  to  rend  the  grafly  Turf ;  or  taught  the  Honey- 
fuckle  to  wind  round  the  Arbour,  and  the  JeiTamine 
to  climb  upon  the  Wall. — Inftead  of  interpofing  our 
friendly  Offices,  to  reconcile  contending  Kingdoms ; 
We  have  formed  a  Treaty  ot  Coalition j  between  th« 
A  4  ftranger 

often  known,  to  drench  her  Dagger  in  Blood;  and  Rob-* 
bcry  forms  the  raih  Rciblvc,  which  ends  in  the  ignomi- 
nious Halter.  There,  Intemperance  daily  brews  the 
Bowl,  which  enervates  the  Conftitution,  and  transforms 
the  Man  into  a  Bcaft.  While  Difeafe,  pale  cadaverous 
noifome  Difeafe,  anticipates  the  PutrefaAion  of  the  Grave« 
and  caufes  the  wretched  Martyrs  of  Fice  to  rot  even  above 
Ground. — Well  mav  every  one,  who  loves  Life,  and 
would  fain  fee  good  Days,  cry  out  with  a  Mixture  of 
Detellation  and  Dr«ad ;  "  O  my  Soul,  come  net  thou 
•  "  into  their  horrid  Haunts !" 

Da  meliora  Pits,  Srronmqui  Hoftihus  ilium  !    ViaOt 
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ftranger  Cyon,  and  the  adopting  Tree ;  and»  by  the 
remar kableMelioration  of  the  enfuing  Fru it^  demon* 
ftrated  (would  contending  Empires  regard  the  Pre« 
cedent)  Mrbat  Advantages  flowfrom  pacific  Meafures^ 
and  an  amicable  Union. — Inftead  of  unraveling  the 
Labyrinths  of  State,  and  tracing  the  Fihefles  of  fo« 
reign  Courts ;  Wc  have  made  ourfelves  acquainted 
with  the  Politics  of  Nature,  and  obferved,  how  won^^ 
derfuHy,   how  myfterioufly,  that  great  Projefixefs 
ads. — ^In  this  Place  Ihe  rears  a  vaft  Trunk,   and 
unfolds  a  Multiplicity  of  Branches,  from  one  fmall 
Berry.    She  qualifies,  by  her  amazing  Operations, 
a  few  contemptible  Acorns,  that  were  formerly  car* 
ried  in  a  Child's  Lap^  to  bear  the  Britijh  Thunder 
Tound  the  Globe,  and  fecure  to  our  Ifland  the  So<- 
vereignty  of  the  Ocean.— In  another  Piace,  fhe  pro- 
duces from  a  dry  Grain,  fo^  the  green  Bladi ;  then 
the  turgid  Eafy  afterwards  the  full-grown  and  ripened 
Com  in  the  Ear  *.     Repaying,  with  exa<9:  Puniftu- 
ality,   and  with  laviih  Ufury,   the  Hufbandman's 
Toil,  and  the  Huibandman's  Loan :  cauTing,  fay  a 
moft  furprifing  Refurredion,  the  Deatii  of  one  Seed, 
to  be  fruitful  in  the  Birth  of  Hundreds. 

But  I  forget  your  Caution,  Afpafio\  forget,  how 
kindly  you  have  checked  me,  when  I  have  been  ha- 
ranguing upon,  I  kjiow  not  what.  Powers  and 
Works  of  Nature.  Whereas,  it  is  GOD  who 
worketb  hitherto  f :  who  to  this  Day  exerts,  and  to 
the  End  of  Time  will  exert,  that  fecret  but  unre- 
mitted Energy,  which  is  the  Life  of  this  majeftic  Syf- 
tem,  and  the  Caufe  of  all  its  ftupendous  Operations, 
—Let  this  (hew  you,  how  much  I  want  my  Guide, 
my  Philofopher,  and  Friend.  Without  his  prompt- 
ing 

•  Mark  iv.  38.  f  M**  ^*  '7» 
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ing  Aid,  my  Genius  is  dull ;  my  Reflections  are 
aukward;  and  my  religious  Improvements  jejune  ^ 
f9mewhat  Uke  the  bungling  Imitatious  of  the  Tool, 
compared  with  the  majlerly  Effeils  of  Vegetation.—: 
However,  I  will  proceed.  Yet,  not  from  any  View 
of  informing  toy  Afpafit^  but  only  to  draw  a  Bill 
upon  his  Pen  j  and  lay, him  under  an  Obligation  to 
enrich  me  with  another  Letter,  upon  the  grand  and 
excellent  Subje(^  of  his  laft. 

Art  is  dim-fighted  in  her  Plans,  and  defeftive  even 
la  her  moft  elaborate  Effays.  But  Nature^  or  rather 
Nature's  fublime  AUTHOR,  is  indeed  a  De- 
figner  and  a  JVorhnan  *  that  need  not  he  ajhanud  f. 
His  Eye  ftrikcs  out  ten  thoufand  elegant  Models, 
and  his  Touch  executes  all  with  inimitable  Perfec- 
tion.— What  an  admirable  Specimen  is  Here,  of  the 
divine  Skill,  and  of  tne  divine  Goodnefs  f  This  ter- 
raqueous Globe  is  intended,  not  only  for  a  Place  of 
Habitation,  but  for  a  Storehoufe  of  Cdnveniencies* 
If  We  examine  the  feveral  Apartments  of  our  great 
Abode ;  if  We  take  a  general  Inventory  of  our  com- 
mon Goods ;  We  (hall  find  Reafon  to  be  charmed 
with  the  Difplays,  both  of  nice  Oeconomy,  and 
of  boundlefs  Profufion. 

Obferve  the  Surface  of  this  univerfal  Meflnage. 
The  Ground,  coarfe  as  it  may  feem,  and  trodden 
'by  every  Foot,  is  neverthelefs  the  Laboratory^  where 
the  moft  exquifite  Operations  are  performed  ;  the 
Shop^  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  where  the  fincft  Manufac- 
tures 

*  A  DeJ^gner  mi  «  Workmmi ; ,  this  fcems  to  be  the  pre- 
cife  Meaning  of  the  Apoftle's  Words,  Ti^y^ii^  %m  hf^ffo^. 
Heb.  xi.  10.     Builder  and  Maker ^  are  too  fimilar.     Fra- 
je&or  and  Arcbite&i  would  be  more  dillin^. 
-  t  *Tim.  ii.  15. 
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ture^are  wrought.  Though  all  Generations  have, 
each  in  their  Order,  been  accommodated  by  its 
ProduAions ;  though  all  Nations  under  Heaven  are, 
to  this  very  Day,  fupplied  by  its  Liberalities,  it  ftill 
continues  inexhaufted.  Is  a  Refource,  always  new ; 
a  Magazine,  never  to  be  drained. 

As  this  is  a  Property  very  remarkable,  and  un- 
fpcakably  valuable,  it  deferves  our  more  particular 
Regard.  Was  it  revcrfed,  what  would  become  of 
the  World,  both  rational,  animal,  and  vegetable  ? 
— In,  commercial  Affairs,  Ufury  is  looked  upon  as 
the  Canker  of  an  Eftate.  A  corroding  Worm, 
which  eats  into  the  Heart,  and  confumes  the  very 
Vitals,  of  our  Subftance.  The  Earth  borrows  im- 
menfe  Sums  yearly.  Thefc  She  repays  with  an  In- 
tereft  prodigioufly  large,  almoft  incredible.  Yet  \% 
She  never  impoveriflied.  Or  if  impoveriihed  in 
fomc  Degree,  the  Repofe  of  a  fingle  Year,  with  a 
little  Cultivation  from  the  Owner,  is  fufEcient  for 
the  Reparation  of  aM  her  Loffes. — Old  Age  weakens 
the  moft  vigorous  Animals.  Even  the  hardieft  Oaks 
are  impaired  by  Time.  A  State  of  Barrennefs  and 
Decay  awaits  them  all ;  and  admits  neither  of  Pre- 
vention, nor  of  Remedy.  But  the  Earth,  which 
is  the  Mother  and  the  Nurfe  of  Us  all,  is  fubje<ft  to 
none  of  thefe  Infirmities.  She  is  now  almoft  fix 
thoufand  Years  old,  yet  difcovers  no  Sign  of  a 
broken  Conftitution,  nor  any  one  Symptom  of  ex- 
haufted  Strength.  In  Spring,  She  blooms  like  a 
Virgin ;  in  Summer,  flie  fparkles  like  a  Bride ;  in 
Autumn,  fhe  teems  like  a  Matron,  If  grey  Hairs 
feem  to  be  upon  Her,  during  the  wintry  Months ; 
'  She  is  fure  to  drop  them,  when  the  Frofts  are  gon^, 
and  the  5un  approaches.     She  never  fails,  at  that 

Seafon, 
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Scafort^  to  re-affume  all  the  Graces,  and  to  le-exert 
all  the  Vigour  of  Youth.— Thoiigh  Sh^  has  bceii 
pregnant  with  thoufands  and  thoufands  of  Vuitagef 
and  Harvefts  ;  though  She  has  fuckled  unjiamhered 
r  Millions  of  green  and  flowery  Families ;  lier  Womb 
is  as  ftrong  and  lively  to  conceive  *,  her  Breafts  arc 
as  copious  and  milky  to  nourifh,  as  if  She  was  but 
juft  delivered  of  her  Firil-bprti. — To  what  is  th!s 
'  unequaled  and  'neve'r-ceafing  Fertility  owing  ? 
What,  but  that  mighty  Word,  proceeding  from 
the  Mouth  of  J  E  H  O  V A  H ;  While  the  Earth  re- 
mainethy  Seid-ttme .  and  Harveji  jbaU  not  ciafe  f- 
How  fliort  the  Decree,  but  how  long  and  laftihg 
its  Efficacy  !  It  has  reached  to  this  Hour;  it  will 
reach  to  diftant  Ages ;  it  will  extend  itfelf  to  the 
yery  End  of  Time.  *  .       '  ' 

The  XJnevinnefs  of  the  Ground,  far  from  being  a 
•Blcmife  ot  a  Defe<ft  j  heightens'  its  Beauty,  and  aug- 
ments its  Ufefulnefs.-— //^r^,  •  it  is  icooped  into  d<^p 
and  flickered  Vales,  almoft  conftantly  covered  with 
a  fpontaneous  Growth  of  Verdure  :*  which,  all  ten- 
der and  fucculent,,  compofes  an  eafy  Couch,,  and 
yields  the  moft  agreeable  Fodder;  for  die  various 
Tribes  of  Cattle. — IThere^  it  is  extended  ipto  a  Wide, . 
open,  champain  Country :  wTiich,  annually* reple^ 
nifhed  with  the  Hufbandman's  Seed,  flioots  into  a 
copious  Harveft.  A  Harveft,  not  only  of  that  prin" 
cipal  Wheat y  which  ftrengthens  our  Heart,   and  is 

.        the 

*  St.   Chtyfifiom  thought  this  a  wonderful  Circum- 

^•Aance,  and  has  touched  it  in  one  of  his  moft  celebrated 

Orations.     'B.rMKnt  (jm  to  xoT^^  th  e^eam^  «omv  tyn  XP^fv, 

awofi^iQup*   njf  yni  Tnf  ^v«f(iy,   cr^^;  en  A»ictt  av%^  n  yas-n^ 
Vtrtlkr  TiMltffira  X^for*     Ar^iotrr*  ». 

t  Gen,  viii.  2a» 

-  i 
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the  Staff  of  our  Life ;  but  of  the  appointid  BurUf  ♦ 
mlfo,  and  of  various  other  Sorts  of  Grain.  Which 
yield  an  excellent  Food  for  our  Animals ;  and  either 
enable  them  tp  di/patch  our  Drudgery,  or  elfe  fat- 
ten  their  Flefli  for  our  Tables, 

The  Furrows,  obedient  to  the  Will  of  Man,  vary 
dieir  Produce  f.  They  bring  forth  a  Crop  of  tall, 
flexile,  flcnder  Plants  % :  whofe  thin  filmy  Coat, 
dried^  attenuated,  and  fkilfully  manufactured,  trans- 
forms itfelf  into  fome  of  the  moft  neceflary  Accom^ 
modations  of  Life,  and  genteeleft  Embellijhments  of 
Society.— It  is  wove  into  ample  Volumes  of  Cloth  ; 
which,  fixed  to  the  Maft^  give  Wings  to  our  Ships, 
and  waft  them  to  the  Extremities  of  the  Ocean  •— 
It  is  twiftM  into  vaft  Lengths  of  Cordage ;  which 
add  Nerves  to  the  Cr^e,  and  lend  Sinews  to  the 
-Pulley ;  or  elfe,  adhering  to  the  Anchor^'  they  faften 
die  Veflcl  even  on  the  fluAuating  Element,  and  fe- 
cure  its  Station  ev*en  amidft  driving  Tcmpefts. — It 
furmflies  the  Puchefs  with  her  coftly  Head-'drefs, 
and  delicately  fine  Ruffles.  No  lefs  ftrong  than 
neat,  it  fupplies  the  Plowman  with  his  coarfe  Frock, 
and  the  Sailor  with  his  clumfy  TrowXers,     Its  Fi- 

•  .    .     ^  brcs, 

•  .5^',  xxviii.  25,  ^heron  adopts  our  received  Trani^ 
latiott.  Which  feems,  like  the  Tram  pet  giving  an  un« 
certain  Sound,  to  perplex,  rather  than  inform.  We  know 
not,  what  to  underftand  by  the  Word  appo'miedy  when 
tifcd  in  this  Connexion.  Whereas,  the  true  Interpreta- 
tion of  the  Original,  is,  I  think,  as  follows;  VTX^W 
in^aj  nODDI  'po^    Et.  Obrdeo  figndta  eft  IS  ^<e  Meta 

fua.     A  Pffer  JPiace  is  4iJ]igned  ititi  for  the  Barley  and  the 
Jfye. 
'  t  One  may  venture  to  fay  of  the  Earth,  with  regard 
to  iti  vegetable  Operation  ; 

Omnia  iransfirmat  fefe  in  Mlracula  Rerum. 

X  Flax  and  Hemp. 
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bres,  artfully  ranged  by  the  Operations  rf  the 
Loom,  cover  our  Tables  with  a  graceful  ISAegmcc^ 
and  furroiind  our  Bodies  with  a  cherifhing  Warmth. 
On  this  the  Painter  fpreads  the  Colours,  which  en- 
chant the  Eye  J  in  this  the  Merchant  packs  the 
Wares,  which  enrich  the  World. 

Yonder,  the  Hillsy  like  a  grand  Ai^phitheatre, 
atife.  Amphitheatre  !  All  the  pompous  Works  of 
Itoman  Magnificence^  are  lefs  than  Mole-banks,  arc 
mere  Cockle-fhdlls,  compared  with  thofe  majeftic 
Elevations  of  the  Earth.  Some  clad  with  mantling 
Vines  ;  Ibmc  crowned  with  towering  Cedars ;  fomc 
ragged  with  mifhapen. Rocks,  or  yawning  with  fub- 
terraneous  Dens.  Whofe  rough  -and  inacceffible 
Craggs,  whofe  hideous  and  gloomy  Cavities,  arc  not 
only  a  continual  Refuge  for  the  wild  Goats,  but 
have  often  proved  an  Afjlum  to  perfecuted  Merit  ♦, 
and  a  Safeguard  to  the  mdft  valuable  Lives.  . 

At  a  greater  Diftancc,  the  Mountains  lift  their 
frozen  Brows,  or  penetr&te  the  Clouds  with  their 
afpiring  Peaks.  Their  frozen  Brows  arreji  the  rov- 
ing, and  condcnfe  the  rarefied  Vapours  f*  Their 
ftony  Bowels,  formed  info  Caverns,  colled  the 
dripping  Treafurcs,  and  fend  them  abroad,  in  gsa-' 
dual  Communications,  by  trickling  Springs.  While 
their  fteep  Sides  precipitate  the  watery  Stores;  roll- 
ing them  on  with  fuch  a  forcible  Impulfe  J,  that 

thcjr 
*  Tobanjid^  from  5^»/'8  Malice  5  to  EUjah^  fiomje^ 
zeheV^  Vengeance;  to  many  of  the  primitive  Cbriftianst 
from  the  Rage  of  perfccuting  Emperors:  they  wandered 
in  De/arts  and  in  Mountains^  in  Dens  and  Calves  of  tb$ 
Earth.     Heb.  xi.  38. 

t  Therefore  ftyled — NimhofaCacumina  Montis.  Vift«. 

X  It  is  obfcrvable,  that  the  largeft  Rivers  in  the  Worlds 

thofe  which  roll  the  heavieft  Burden  of  Waters,  and  per<p 


♦  . 
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they  never  intermit  their  unwearied  Courfe,  till 
they  have  fwept  thj^ough  the  mqft  extenfive  Climes, 
and  regained  their  native  Seas. 

The  Vineyard  fwclls  into  a  Profufion  of  Clufters : 
fome  tinged  with  the  deepeft  Purple,  and  delicately 
clouded  with  Azure:  fome,  clad  with  a  whitifh 
tranfparent  Skin,  which  fhews  the  tempting  Ker^* 
nels,  lodged  in  lufcious  Nc£tar.— The  Vine  re- 
quires a  ftrong  Refle£bion  of  the  Sun-beam$,  and  a 
very  large  Proportion  of  Warmth.  How  commo- 
dioufly  do  the  Hills  and  Mountains  minifter  to  this 
Purpofe !  May  We  not  call  thofe  vaft  Declivities, 
the  Garden-walls  of  Nature  ?  Which,  far  more  ef- 
fedually  ths^i  the  moft  coftly  GlafTes,  or  moft  art- 
ful Green-hou(es,  concenter  the  folar  Heat,  and 
complete  the  Maturity  of  the  Grape.  Diftending 
it  with  a  Liquor  of  the  fineft  Scent,  the  moft  agree- 
able Relifh,  and  the  moft  exalted  Qualities  :  fuch 
as  diffipate  Sadnefs,  and  iiifpire  Vivacity :   fuch  as 

make 

form  the  moft  extenfive  Circuit  through  the  Nations,  ge- 
nerally take  ^eir  Rife  from  Mountains.  The  Rhinet  the 
Rbone^  and  the  Po^  all  deicend  from  the  Jlps,  The  Tygris 
derives  its  rapid  Flood,  from  the  evcrlafting  Snows,  and 
fteep  Ridges  o£  If  if  hates.  And,  to  mention  but  one  more 
Inftance,  the  Kiver  jfmazones^  which  pours  itfelf  through 
n  Multitude  of  Provinces,  and  waters  near  eighteen  hun- 
dred Leagues  of  Land,  has  its  Urn  in  the  Caverns,  and 
its  Impetus  from-  the  Precipices,  of  that  immenfe  Range 
of  Hills,  the  /in^es. 

If  the  Reader  is  inclined  to  fee  the  Origin  and  Forma- 
.<ion  of  Rivers  dcfcribed,  in  all  the  Sublimity  of  Didtion, 
and  with  all  the  Graces  of  Poetry,  He  may  find  this 
Entertainment  in  Mr.  Thomfor^^  Autumn,  Lin*  781.  laft 
Edit. 

.    Amazing  Scene !  beheld,  the  Glooms  difclofe, 
I  fee  the  Rivers  in  their  infant  Beds  ! 
JS>eep,  deep  I  hear  them,  laboring  to  get  frte  !  &€. 
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make  glad  the  Heart  of  Man,  and  mofl  fweetly 
prompt,  both  his  Gratitude  and  his  Duty,  to  the 
Munificent  GIVE  R. — ^I  grieve,  and  I  blufh  for 
my  Fellow-creatures,  that  Any  fliould  abu/e  this 
Indulgence  of  Heaven.  That  Any  (hould  turn  fo 
valuable  a  (jift  of  G  O  D  into  a  deteftable  Inffru- 
ment  of  Sin !  Should  turn  the  moft  exhilarating  of 
Cordials  into  Poifon,  Madnefs,  and  Death. 

The  Kitchin-garden  prcfents  Us  with  a  new  Train 
of  Benefits.  In  its  blooming  Ornaments,  what  uii- 
affefted  Beauty  !  In  its  culinary  Produftions,  what 
diverfified  Riches  !  It  ripens  a  Multitude  of  nutrif 
mental  Efculents,  and  almoft  an  equal  Abundance 
of  medicinal  Herbs;  diftribnting  Refrelhments  to 
the  Healthy,  and  adminiftering  Remedies  to  the 
Sick.— The  Orchard^  all  fair,  and  ruddy,  and  bow* 
ing  down  beneath  its  own  delicious  Burden,  gives 
TJs  a  frefli  Demoaftration  of  our  C  R  E  AT  O  R*a 
Kindnefs.  Regales  Us,  firft,  with  all  the  Delica- 
cies of  Summer  Fruits ;  next,  with  the  more  lafting 
Succeffion  of  Autumnal  Dainties. 

What  is  Nature,  but  a  Series  of  Wonders,  and  a 
Fund  of  Delights !  That  fuch  a  Variety  of  Fruits, 
fo  beautifully  coloured,  and  fo  elegantly  ihaped ;  fo 
charmingly  flavoured,  and  enriched  with  fuch  ad* 
'  mirable  Juices ;  fhotdd  arife  from  the  Earth !  Thin 
which  nothing  is  more  infipid,  fordid,  and  defpti* 
cable. — ^I  am  ftruck  with  pleafing  Aftonifhment,  at 
the  Cdufe  of  thefe  fine  Effefts !  I  am  no  Icfs  fur- 
prifed,  at  the  Manner  of  bringing  them  into  Exif- 
tence.  I  take  a  Walk  in  my  Garden,  or  a  Turn 
through  my  Orchard,  in  the  Month  of  December. 
There  ftand  feveral  Logs  of  Wood.  Some,  of 
ftately  Height,  and  difFufive  Spread.  Others,  con- 
4  trailed 
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traflcd  info  Dwarfs,  or  difpofeH  along  the  EfpaMer. 
All,  naked  and  un-ornamented ;  all,  fiiftened  to 
the  Ground,  and  neither  endued  with  Senfe,  nor 
capable  of  Motion.  No  human  Hand  will  touch 
them  ;  ho  human  Aid  will  fuccour  thetn.  Yet, 
in  a  little  Time,  they  are  beautified  with  Bloflbms  j 
after  which,  they  are  covered  with  Leaves ;  and, 
at  laft,  they  are  loaded  with  mellow  Treafurc«. 
Whh  the  do?/ny  Peach  and  the  poKfhed  Plum; 
with  the  mulky  Apricot,  and  the  juicy  Pear;  with 
the'Cherry,  and  its  coral  Pendants,  glowing  through 
Lattices  of  Green, 


and  dart 


Beneath  her  ample  Leafy  the  lufciius  Fig. 

I  h^vQ  wondered  at  the  Stni£iure  of  my  Watch ; 
wondered  more  at  the  Deficription  of  the  Silk-mills ; 
4noft  of  all,  at  the  Accounj:  of  thofe  prodigious  En- 
gtnes,  invented  by  Arcbtnudes*  But  what  arc  all  the 
Inventions  of  all  the  Geometricians  and  Mechanics 
in  the  Woild,  compared  with  ^hefe  inconceivably 
mt^ Automata* of  li^t}xxt\  TYith filf-operiHmg Ma- 

chims 

•  Aufovtaiaj  or  felf-cperating  Machines  ;  not  meant  to 
letafide  the  Saperitttendency  of  Provideace»  but  only  to 
exclode  the  Co-operation  of  Maiu 

The  Word  cult^Ti  is  ufed  by  our  MASTER  ;  is  a 
very  fine,  and  moft  expreffive  Word ;  for  which  Rcafbns, 
I  have  ventured  to  give  it  a  Kind  of  Englifo  Naturaliasa- 
tton.  It  fignifics,  fays  a  Greek  ScholiaC  ^a?  nyix»*eiq,  at 
HOT  «t3fls$  in^ftiaxi.  See  Mark  iv.  28. — It  is  an  Explication 
of  that  remarkable  Phrafe,  which  occurs  in  the  Mo/aic 
Hiftory  of  the  Creation,  n>It^p^  a*rf?H  Kin  '^tVH  Gen. 
ii.  3.  Jfl^icb  GOD  created  and  made  y  appears  tactologi- 
fal,  and  is  bynomeans  ai>  exaft  Tranfjation.  It  fliould 
rather  be  interpreted".   Which  GOD  created  in  order  to 

make  ; 
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Mmi  iSfpztch  their  Bafifteft,  widi  a  Pun&uaUty  that 
nmr&t  hnlbflkes,  with  a  Dexterity  that  cannot  be 
^n^alkd.  In  Spring,  they  dt^the  themMves  with 
iiich  Hnftudied  but  «x^ifice  Finery,  aB  far  exceeds 

^le  Embroidery  xyf  i*e  Needle^  t>cthe  Labours  of 
the  I«oom.  In  Auttimh,  they  piifent  Us  with  fudh 
^Colhilion  of  Sweetmeats,  and  fuch  Blandifiiinents 
i*f  Tfltte,  as  furpafs  Whatevtr  the  moA  critical 
Luxury  ceuM  prepare,  er  the  moft  lavi&  Fancy 
Jtliag;hic. — Se  th«t  thbfe  cottrfi  and  fenfdefs  Logs, 
iirfl  decorate -At  divine  Creation,  then  perfprm  the 
Honours  of  the  Table. 

If,  amidft  theft  ordinary  Prodaaions  t)f  tibe 
Earth,  GOD  appears  "fo  gnat  in  Counfilj  and  fr 
Mighty  in  Jf^tri  * :  what  may  We  e^cpeift  to  fee, 
^thidft  tht  Falaccs  of  Heaven ;  atnohg  the  ffierar- 
-chies  t)f  Angds;.  and  in  tJiat  wottderful  RE- 
DEEMER, who  isy  beyond  all  other  Objeas, 
bbyond  all  ottieJ-  Manifeftations,  the  Wifdom  of 
"GOD,  and^e  Powtr  cfGODf. 

The  Fsrejtrexrs  Myriads  at  maflfy  Bodies.  Which, 
dimigh  -neither  gay  with  Btoflbms,   nor  tich  wi|fli 

"Fruits,  ftrpply  Us  with  Ornaments,  far  mdre  dur- 
able than  the  former ;  with  Benefits,  far  more  va- 
luable than  the  fatter.  They  fupply  Us  with  Tim- 
ber xif  various  itinds,  and  of  every  defirable  Qua- 
■Kty  J. — But  who  ihall  cultivate  fuch  huge  Trees, 

t       "  •  diifufed 

-% 

-in^i  'to  rnake^  by  thefe  piT>Ufic  Inftnunents  and  pro- 
*dmng  Pri^ciplc^,  a  continual  Succeffion  of  Ahimals, 
Vegetables,  and  Creatures; 

•  Jer.  xx»i.  19.  f  i  Cor.  i.  24. 

%  TViJ^^has  given  Us  an  Abridgment  of  all  the  preced- 

Mftg  Particulars.    Which,  I  think,  is  one  of  the  finely 

Xittdfcapes  in  MBniatare,  that  the  defcriptivt;  Pen  ev^ 

•     Vol.,  UL,  B  drew. 
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difFufed  over  fo  yaft  a  Space  ?  The  Toil  were  end* 
iefs}  the  Talk  unpoi&ble.    See  therefore  the  alU 

.wife  and  ever* gracious  Ordination  of  Prpvid^iice ! 
They  are  fo  conftituted,  that  they  have  no  Need  of 
the  Spade,  the  Pruning-knife,  or  the  Watering- 
pot.  Naj,  the  little  Services  of  Man  would  di- 
minifh,  rather  than  augment  their  Dignity  and  their 
Ufefulnefs.  The  more  they  are  negleded,  the  bet- 
ter they  thrive )  fcor^in^g,  as  it  wel%  to  be  depen- 
dent on  any  Hand,  but  the  divine  j  and  fpeaking, 
by  their  own  native  Grandeur,  the  tranfcendent 
Greatnefs  of  their  PLANTER  »• 

Whqti  felled  by  the  Axe,  they,  are  fawcd  into 

^  Beams,  and  fuftain  the  Roofs  of  our  Houfes.  They 
are  faihioned  iotp  Carriages,  and  ferve  for  the  Con- 
veyance of  the  heavieft  Loads.— Their. Subftance  fa 
plianU  that  they  yield  to  the  Chizzel  of  the  Turner, 
and  are  fmoothed  by  the  Plane  of  the  Joiner  ^  are 
wrought  into  the  niceft  Diminutions  of  Shape,^  and 
compofe  fome  of  the  fineft  Branches  of  houihold 
Furniture. — Their  Texture  (ofolidy  that  they  form 
the  moft  important  Parts  of  thofe  mighty  Engines,; 
which,  adapting  themfelves  to  the  Play  of  oie-* 
chapic  Powers,  difpatch  more  Work  in  a  fingle 
Hour,  than  could  otherwife  be  accompliflied  in  many 
Days* — At  the  fame  Time,  their  Preffure  is  fo  lights 

that 

drew.-^TVrr^  uni'verfa  cernatur^  n^eftitek  FforibuSi  Herbist 
ArioribuSj  Frugiius ;  quorum  omnium  incrtjiliiilis  Ij^ibitud^ 
infaiiabili  VariettU£  diftinguitur,  Addt  hue  foutimH  ididiU 
Perennitates^  Liquores  perlucidos  Amntumy  Ripnrum  K^fur 
'viridij^mos,  Speiuncamm  conca'vas  Altitudinesy  SaxorumAf- 
peritateSf  impendentium.  Montium  Altitudines^  Immenfitati/quf 
Cumporum,     De  Nat.  Deer.  Lib.  II. 

•  Chtyfo/fofn^  making  Mention  of  Trees,  fays ;  T« 
yjit  yoc^  ^M  Ttf  KotfTfti,  ra^i^m  fAiIf^y  T»  ^f  ^*«  TH  na>i^, 
Av«<$rs/A7i»  TAT  'Bnino'u^i  TUF  ivfvfttdtr* . 
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tbat  they  float  upon  the  Waters;  and  glide  along 
the  Surface,  almoft  with  as  much  Agility,  as  the 
finny  Fry  glance  through  the  Deep.-^Thus,  while 
they  impart  Magnificence  to  Architedlure,  and  bc- 
itow  numberlefs  Conveniencies  on  tfad; Family;  they 
conftitute  the  very  Bafis  of  Navigation,  and  give 
Life  to  our  domeftic  Trade,  give  Being  to  the 
Commerce  of  Nations. 

Amidft  the  inacceiEble  RecefTes  of  the  Foreft,  an 

Habitation  is  affigned  to  thofe  ravenous  Beafts,  whofe 

Appearance  would  be  frightful,and  theirNeighboUf- 

h()od  dangerous.     There,  the  fternly  majeftic  Lioit ' 

roufes  Himfelf  from  his  Den;  ftalks  through  the 

midnight  Shades ;  and  awes  the  favage  Herds  with 

his  Roar.   .  There,  the  fiery  Tyger  fprings  upon  his 

Prey,  and  the  gloomy  Bear  trains  up  her  Whelps. 

There,  the  fwift  Leo|)ard  r^ges,  the  grim  Wolf 

prowls^   and  both  in  queft  of  Murder  and  Blood. 

-—Were  thefe  horrid  Animals  to  dwell  in  our  Fields, 

what  Havock  would  they  make  ?   What  Conjlema-- 

iion  Wbuld  they  fpread  ?  To  prevent  fuch  mifchic- 

w  ji^ous Confequences,  the  almighty  RULER  faith; 

I  have  made  the  Wildernefs  their  H^ufe^  and  the  har^ 

ren  Land  their  Dwelling  *.     In  Obedience  to  this 

Decree,  they  banifh  themfelves  from  the  Seat  of 

Society,  and  from  the  Scenes  of  Fertility.     They 

evcjn  bury  themfelves,  in  the  deepeft  Solitudes  of 

the  Defart.     While  the  Ox,   the  Horfe,   and  the 

ferviceable  Quadrupeds,  live  under  our  Infpe£iion^ 

and  keep  within  our  Call:  profiting  tls  as  piuch 

by  theit  Prefcnce^  as  the  others  oblige  Us  by  th^ir 

Abfei^ce. 

-     B  2  If, 

•  Job  xapcix.  6. 
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'  IL  ai  any  Time,  thofe  fliaggy  Mohftcrs  inalce  * 
a(i  Excurfion  into  the  habitable  World,  it  is  when 
Man  retires  to  his  Chamber,  and  deeps  in  Security. 
The  Sun,  which  invites  other  Creatures  abroad, 
gives  tb^m  a  Signal  and  a  Command  to  retreat. 
Tif.Sun  arifiihy  and  they  get  them  &wdy^  ahd  hy  them 
down  in  Heir  Dens  ♦.  StJi:;ange  !  Th^t  the  orient 
I^ight)  which. is  fo  pleaftng  to  Us,  fliould  ilrike 
fuch  Terror  on  them  1  Should,  more  ctfcdJually 
than  a  Legipn  oif  Guards^  put  thepfi  all  to  flight j  and 
clear  the  Country  of  thofe  formidable  E<i6mies ! 

.  ff1VeturnodrTh'6iighti'toihcj*if7io^*^,Wc 
find  a  rhofi  curious  iirtd  e^qulfite  Apparafufe  of  Jtir. 
Which^  becaufe  notibj'cft  of  bur  Sight,  U  feldom 
cJhierved,  and  Httle  rcgardei! ;  yet  is  a  Sdurce  of  in- 
jiumerable  Aclviantages.  And  all  thefe  Advantt^es 
stre  fetched  (which  is  almoft'  iWcrediWe)  froth  the 
very  Jaws  6f  Ruin.  My  Meaning  ihay  bt  bbfcure^ 
tTierefore  I  explain  thyfelf. 

We  live  plunged,  iF  I  ibay  (6  fpeak,  ih  an  Occah 
6iF  Air.  Whofe  Frejure,  upon  a  Pferfon  of  ihodc- 
fate  Size,  is  equal  to  the  Weight  6f /tt;i)t/y  riSfMgSwa/ 
J*ounds.  Tremendous  Confideration  !  Should  the 
Cieling  of  a  Room,  or  the  Roof  of  a  douftv  ^1* 
upon. Us  with  half  that  Force,  what  deftru6Hv6  Ef- 
fefts  muft  enfue.  Such  a  Force  would  infiJIibly 
ilrivc  the  Breath  from  our  Lungs,  or  break  eVfcry 
Bone  in  our  Bodies.  Yet,  (o  admirably  has  the 
l)ivine  Wifdom  contrived  this  aerial  Flui4,  and  fo 
nicely  couhterpoifetl  itS  drearffiik  Power,  thtt  Wc 
receive  not  the  flighteft  Hurt  j  Wc  fufFer  fab  itt^ri- 
ner  of  Incottvwicnce  5  We  even  enjoy  the  Load. 

/  Iiifte?Ml 

•  Pfiil.  wrz^. 


Inftead  of  being  as  a  Mountain  on  our  Loins,  it  is 
jikc  Wines  to  our  Feet,  or  like  Sinews  to  our  Limbs,. 
---t§  not  thip  commqn  Ordination  of  P^rovid^rice,  thus 
conrj<S?r,e\J,  fomewhat  likb  tbp  Mira^cle  of  tlie  bumj; 
ing  feilfh  5  Whofe  tender  and  coipbuftibfc  Subftance, 
though  in  the  MIdft  of  Flames,  wis  neither  con- 
fvpvfd  nor  injured  *?  Is  it  not  almpft  as  niarvet- 
.pus,  as  the  Prodigy  "of  the  three  Hebrew  Youth^f 
Who  walked  in  the  ifiery  Furnace,  without  having 
Si  Hair  of  their  Heads  finged,  or  fo  much  as  th^ 
SmeM  of  Fire  paflihg  on  their  Garments  f  ? — Surely^ 
We  have  Reafon  tb  fay  uhtp  GOD ;  Of  hoiv  ter^ 
ribliy  yet  how  beneficent^  art  Thou  in  thy  Jf^qrks  ! 

The  Air,  though  too  weak  to  fupport  our  Flight, 
18  a  Thoroughftre  for  innumerable  Wings.  Here 
the  whole  Commonwealth  pS  Bir^s  take  vp  their 
Abode.  Here  they  Ipdge  and  expatiati^  beyond  the 
Reach  of  their  Ad verfaqes.  Were  they  to  run  upon 
th^  B^arth^  they  would  be  expofed  to  tern  thoufand 
Dangers,  without  proper  Strength  to  refift  them, 
or  fiifl^cient  Spe^d  to  efcape  them. .  Whereas,,  by 
mounting  the  Skies,  and  lifting  themfehh  fpon  hjg^y 
tb?y  ^ii  fecujre  from  Peril,  they  fcorn  tht  Horfe  and 
his  Rider  J. — ;Spme  of  them  percjiing  upon  the 
Boughs,  others  foaring  amidft  the  Firmament,  en- 
;tertain  Us  with  their  Notes.  Which  are  mufical 
and  agreeable  ||,   when  heard  at  this  convenient 

Difianci^j 
# 

«  Exod,  Hi.  2.  t  Dan.ia.  27.  I  Job 

>arxxix.  18*  .-■•:  ..::'•    .    .■.  '      .    .\  * 

'  il  hfkfical  €md  agreeaik^Of  this  Kind  ^re  almoJd  all 
their  Notcsj  formed  to  charm  the  Ear,  and  infpire  De- 
Jigh^  JJt  indeed  the  TurMe  is  melancholy,  and  thfe  R^- 
vSi  fMtiai;^  they  are  only  like  the  Bd^'m  a  Concert  j  or 
ai  Difcords  judiciouily  intermingled,  in  a  fine  Piece  ef 
B  ^  Mafic. 
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Diftance^  but  would  be  noify  and  importunate,  if 
brought  near  to  our  Ears. — ^Here,  many  of  thofe 
feathered  Families  refide,  which  yield  Us  a  deli- 
cious Treat ;  yet  give  Us  no  Trouble,  put  Us  to  no 
Expencc,  and,  till  the  Moment  Wc  want  them, 
^re  wholly  out  of  our  Way. 

'l"hc  Aifj  commiflipned  by  its  All-bountiful  AU- 
THOR, charges  iifelf  with  the  Adminiftration  of 
feveral  Offices,  which  are  perfectly  obliging,  and 
no  lefs  ferviceable  to  Mankind. — Co-operating  with 
our  LungS|  it  ventilates  the  Blood,  and  reiines  our 
Fluids.  It  qualifi«$  and  attempers  the  vital  Warmth^ 
promotes  and  exalts  the  animal  Secretions. — Many 
Days  We  might  Jive,  or  even  whole  Months,  with^ 
out  the  Light  of  thp  Sun,  or  the  Glimmering  of  a 
Star.  Whereas,  if  We  are  deprived,  only  for  a 
few  Minutes,  of  this  aerial  Support,  We  ficken, 
We  faint,  We  die. — ^The  fame  univerfal  Nurfe  has 
a  confiderable  Share,  in  cherifhing  the  feveral  Tribes 
of  Plants.  It  helps  to  transfufe  vegetable  Vigour 
intQ  the  Trunk  of  the  Oak,  and  a  blooming  G^ety 
Into  the  Spread  of  the  Rofe, 

The  Air  imdertakes  to  convey  to  oui:  Npftrils 
the  extremely  fubtil  Bj^uvia^  which  tranfpire  from 
pdoriferous  Bodies.  Thofe  detached  Parti(Jes  are  fo 
imperceptibly  fmall,  that  they  would  elude  the  moft 
careful  Hand,  or  efcape  the  niceft  Eye.  But  this 
trufty  Depofitary  receives  and  efcorts  the  invifible  Va- 
grants, without  iofing  fo  much  as  a  fingle  Atom. 
Entertaiiiing  Us,  by  this  Means,  with  the  delight- 
ful 

Muiic.  Which  makes  me  wonder^  that  Horaeet  fpeak- 
ing  of  thfifc  fprightly  Songfters,  and  their  pleaiing  Har- 
mony, ihodd  fay ;        ' 

Qucruntur  in  Sjhis  Jws^ 
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ful  Senfations,  which  arife  from  the  Fragrance  of 
Flowers ;  and  admonifliing  tJs,  by  the  Tranfmif- 
fion  of  offenfive  Sniiells,  to  withdraw  from  an  un- 
wholefome  Situation,  or  beware  of  any  pernicious 
Food. 

The  Air,  by  its  undulating  Motion,  condufts  to  ' 
our  Ear  all  the  Diverlities  of  Sound  \  and,  thereby  ' 
difcharges  the  Duty  of  a  moft  feafoiiable  and  faith- 
ful Monitor.  As  I  walk  acrofs  the  Strefets  of  Lon- 
don^  with  my  Eye  engaged  on  other  Objefts;  a 
Dray,  perhaps  with  all  its  Load,  is  driving  down 
dire£Hy  upon  me.  Or,  as  I  ride  along  the  Road, 
joiufing  and  unapprehenfive,  a  Chariot  and  fix  \^ 
whirling  on,  with  a  rapid  Career,  at  the  Heels  or 
my  Horfe.  The  Air,  like  a  vigilant  Friend,  in 
pfein  for  my  Welfare,  immediately  takes  the  Alarin: 
and,  while  the  Danger  is  at  a  coniiderable  Diftaiicb, 
dlfpatchfes  a  Courier  to  advertife  me  of  the  apptrbach- 
ing  Mjfchief;  It  even  thunders  in  my  Ear  5  and, 
with  a  clamorous  but  kind  Importunity,  urges  me  to 
be  upon  my  Guard,   and  provide  for  my  Safety, 

The  Air  wafts  to  our  Senfe  all  the  Modulations 
of  Hdttjic^  and  the  more  agreeable  Entertainments 
of  refined  Converfation.  When  Myrtilla  ftrikes  the 
filver  Strings,  ^nd  teaches  the  willing  Harpfichord 
to  warble  with  her  CREATOR'S  Praift:  when 
her  facrcd  Sonata  warms  the  Heart  with  Devotion, 
and  wings  our  Dcfires  to  Heaven.— When  Cleora 
tiines  }ier  Song,  or  the  Nightingale  imitates  her 
enchanting  Voice  :  when  She  heightens  every  me- 
lodious Note,  with  her  adored  R E D E E ME R's 
Name ;  and  fo  fmooths  her  charming  Tonesj^  fo 
breathes  her  rapturous  Soul,  *'  that  G  O  D*s  own 
«  far  liftcns  delighted."— When  Wifdom  take§  iis 
B4  Seal 
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Ff^ipds,.  »td  iidftiu^e  Trutks»  aonidft  the  chofeit 
Circle  qi  bi»  A^uimiUmcc**— Wh^n  Beoevoltnctf 
afiqciatc4  with  Pciiuaiioii,  dw^ll  on  Nit^mder'^ 
Lips  s  and  [^lead  the  Caufe  of  injured  Innocejicey 
or  oppcefied  Virti|e.-*When  Gjoodncfs,  Icagaed 
with  lj(appincis,  accompwy  Eufibm  into  the  PuU  - 
p^ ;  and  reclaim  tibe  L^rjtirie  from  the  Slavery  of 
his  Viee$i  difeAg^ge  the  Ij)£4el  bf^^  the  Fafcioa^ 
lipii  of  Us  Pjejudiceei  «and  fo  affectionately,  fir 
pathetically  inviie  the^hole  Audience,  to  partake 
the  umquakd  Jc^s  pf  pure  ReUgion.'^In  all  ^ie 
Cafe«,  t^  AijT  d^ftrlt»ujre9  ev^ry  aiHfical  Variation 
with  tibe  tttflODft  J^xa^mfii  and  deliverft  the  Speaker't 
^Cage,  wirh  the  i^oft  punctual  FMi^»  Whero* 
as,  without  this  Internuntip,.  all  would  be  AiUeii 
and  unmeaniag  Silence.  We  fliould  loie  both  the 
Fleafiue  and  the  Profit  i  neither  be  cban»ed  with 
the  barmo;iiQ««»  nor  improved  by  the  articulate 
Accents* 

Tlje  Air>  wbe»  V9gvm  and  wiconfined,  is  (b  very 
gentle  I  diat  it  fyom^  with  the  m^  inoffeofive^ 
\yantonne&j^  ainidft  OpifJi^s  Locks,  and  fcarce 
difad)uft$  a,  fingle  CurU.  But,  when  colkded  and 
applied  by  the  Contrivance  of  Man,  it  aSs.wtth. 
.  fuch  prodigies  /^pr^f  j^as  i$  fuficient  to  whirl  round 
the  hugeft  Whe/ek,  though  dogged  witjb  the  mofl.. 
incumbering  Loads.  It  mak^s  di»e  poi>4^roiis  Mili^ . 
fic^es  move  as  fwiftiyy  as  the  I^ancer-^  Heel :  and 
th^  mafly  Beams  play  as  nimbly,  -a^^tbe  Mufician') 
Finger. 

If 'We  climb,   in  Speetiktiofi,  tbe  Higher  Re- 
gteiw,  We  find  an  endlefs  SucceiSon  of  Clouds^  fed 

.    ^    by 


by'£viip0fiti(Q«$  fwm  the  Ot:«iii.'>^TlieC1^«i4a  are 
the4i&)ves  a  ^ini  of  Qa^xi,  fi|tfpen4e4  ia  th^  Aif 
wifHi  amnt^iiftg  Bkitt,  They  ttawU  in  4et%cbc4  PvLf-. 
ties,  atrf  in  the  QualltyirfiViVtfraif*  Cijfirnsy  reii^d"^ 
atttbe  ti^jpuftrisj  ©IqI*^,  Th«y  fruSi'fy,  ^y  p^Wfc 
per  Communications  of  Moiiiiir^)  th^'fp^ei^iui  Pafr 
tui»s  of  tH^  Wealthy  j*  an*  gladcien,  witB  no  lefs  li- 
beral Showers,  th^  G^iugf  r*?  Uetk  Spot*-  Nay,  f^ 
condefccndiftg  is  the  Benignity  of  their  great  P  R  O*- 
PRIE TOR|  that  ^yfatisfy  ^0  4^fitiiU  tmi  tc/ijff* 
Gromidi  und  cutufiy  ev^n  in  the  m<^  itn^ultivatie# . 
Wilds,  th  Bud  ^ ^  UnJifr  HifbHj^ng  firth  % 
That  theNatimof  the  lonMy  Drfart,  thpfe  lavage 
Heids  1/vfekich  knciRlr  ac^  Maftcar^f  Stalls  may  never4 
thiplefs  expmi^nedf  tfae^  Cai«i,  and  r^joie^  19  tillfe 
Bwfrty,  of  an  AlWupporting  FA  R  E  N  T. 

How  wonderfull  That  the  Wateir,  mk&th  is  teudit 
dififer  and  far  hmdir  than  the  AiJf,  flto^M  ri&  \x^' 
it;  make  its  Way  thfangh  it;  an4  takf  a  ^atioil 
in  the  very  upperraoft  Regkms  of  it  I  Thi^  OM 
would  ifl^agine^  were  almoft  ^  impofikte,  ;f$  for 
the  Rivers  to  run  biclt  to*  their  Souicf^  Yet  Pro^ 
vidence  h^i^  contrived  a  Way,  €o  render  k  not 
ooiy  pra^^able,  ^nt  Matter  <of  continual  Oit^t^^ 
rence.  . »  1 

How  wonderful'!  That  pindani  taJtis  fliovld  be 
djffufed,  09*  liptidMountmm  heaped  over  ouir  Heads;' 
and  both  fttftained  in  the  thinnefl  Paijfcs  of  the  At«< 
mdphere !  We  little  think  of  that  furprifing  Expe- 
dient, which,  without  Conduit^s  Of  Stone,  or  Vdfela 
of  Brafs,  keeps  fuch  Loads  of  Water  in  a  buoyant 
State.  Jah  and  Elihu  confidered  this,  and  were 
ftriick  with  holy  AdourAtion,    D^  thoM  imw  the 

•  Jek  xxxviii.  ijr. 
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Bahncings  of  the  Clouds  ?  How  fuch  ponderous  Bo« 
dies  are  made  to  hang  with  an  even  Poife,  and  bo.- 
vcr  like  the  lighted  Down  ?  Thefe  are  the  wendr$us 
IV^rks  of  HIMj  who  is  perfeet  in  Knowiedge  *.  He 
%indeth  up  the  Waters  in  bis  thick  Clouds ;  and  the  Cbid^ 
though  nothing  is  more  loofe  and  fluSuating,  be- 
cxMnes,  by  his  Almighty  Order,  ftrong  and  tena- 
cious as  CsUks  of  Iron  \  it  is  not  rentf  under  all  the 
Weight. 

When  the  Sluices  are  opened,  and  the  Waters 
defcend,  We  might  reafonably  fufpe£l ;  that  they 
would  ruih  down  in  Cataracts,  more  rapid  and 
Impetuous,  than  the  Mountain  Torrent.  Thu»- 
would  they  be  dreadfully  pernicious.  They  would 
deftroy  every  Thing,  where  they  happened  to  fall  5 
and  leave  other  Parts  of  the  Ground,  deftitute  of 
ncccffary  Moifture. — ^Whereas,  now,  inftead  of  fuch 
a  diforderly  and  precipitate  Effufion,  they  coalefce 
into  Globules^  and  are  difpenfed  in  gentle  Showers. 
They  are  often  attenuated  into  the  Smallnefs  of  a 
Hair  X ;  they  fpread  themfelvcSy  as  if  they  were 
flrained  through  the  Orifices  of  the  fineft  Watering- 
pot;  and  form  thokfmall  Drops  xf  Rainy  which  the 
Gbmds  dijlil  t^on  Man  abundantly  \.  .  Thus,  inftead 
of  drowning  the  Earth,  and  fweeping  away  its. 
Fruits,  they  cherifh  univerfal  Nature;  and,  in 
Conformity  to  the  PraSice  of  their  great  MAS- 
TER>  diftribute  their  humid  Stores  to  Men,  .to 

Ani- 

•  Job  xxxvii.  16.  t  Job  xxvi.  8. 

.  J  The  Hebrew  Words,  which  convey  the  Id^a  of 
gentle  Rain,  fignify  a  Portion  of  Water,  made  fmall  as  a 
Hair  J  or  divided  into  Millions  of  Parts,  CDa*311  u^n'^^J::^ 
Deot.  xxxii.  2. 

n  Job  ^xxvi.  28. 
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/Liiimals,  and  Vegetables,  as  they  are  able  U  bear 
them  ♦. 

Befidiw  the  Refervoirs  of  Water,  here  are  can- 
toned various  Parries  of  Winds^  mild  or  fierce,  gen- 
tle or  boiftcrous.  Furntfhed  with  breezy  Wingi^ 
to  fan  the  glowing  Firmament,  and  difFufe  Refrefli- 
ment  on  a  faiAting  World  :  or  eWe,  fitted  to  afi  as 
ah  univerfal  Befom  5  and>  by  fweeping  the  Cham« 
bers  of  the  Atmofphere,  to  preferve  the  fine  aerial 
Fluid  free  from  Feculencies.  Withojut  this  whole- 
fomc  Agency  of  the  Winds,  the  Air  vrould  ftag- 
nate;  would  foon  become  putrid;  and  furround 
Us,  in  the  literal  Senfe  of  the.Words,  with  Dari'^ 
nefs  that  might  he  felt  f.  London^  Paris^  and  all  the 
great  Cities  in  the  World,  inftead  of  being  the 
Seats  of  Elegance,  would  degenerate  into  Sinks  of 
Corruption, 

Let  the  Inhabitants  of  Jamaica  or  Japan^  let  the 
Natives  of  Guinea  or  Peru^  cxprefe  the  Value  of 
this  elementary  Gift.  How  could  they  fubfift,  in 
thofe  torrid  llegions,  without  this  bcft  of  Vifitants, 
the  cool  diurnal  Breeze  ?  Alas  !  how  would  their 
Blood  boil ;  how  would  their  Spirits  fail ;  and  their 
Strength  be  dried  up  like  a  Potjherd!  Without  thi« 
falutary  Breeze,  the  Air  would  be  liquid  Fire; 
their  Houfes  the  Refidence  of  Fevers;  and  their 
Clime,  as  it  were,  the  Ante-chamber  to  Hell.— 
But  the  frefh  and  fprightly  Gales  conftantly  rife 
•with  the  rifing  Sun;  and  ply  the  Fan,  without 
IntermifSon,  around  both  Men  and  Beafts.  This 
qualifies  and  tempers  the  otherwife  intolerable  Heat; 
this  Iheds  Comfort,  and  fupports  Health ;  this  is, 
amidft  their  burning  Ab6des,  the  very  Balm  of 
y  ■  -  Life. 

•  Ma^k  iv.  33.  t  Exod,  x.  21. 


I^ift.-RrNot  all  th«  argm^ic  Odoursj  i^or  ^11  ^)vr 
ambrofial  Sweets  of  thofe  fruitful  Iflands,  are  half  ft^ 
tgraeab^e  to  die  Tafte  or  th«  S^iell,  as  thei/i  Qs^es 
^re  recreating  and  gratef^il  to  the  Li/i^gy.  A|i4 
^hat-rrAh  !  wh^t  were  all  the  Ivory  afid  the  QoiA 
of  thofe  wealthy  Contiae^vts  i  Ho^y  dim  their  \»vS-: 
,  lie !  HoTy  infignificant  their  Traffic  I  If  feparated 
.  {jF^m  this  incomparably  better  Cpmn\erce  with  the 
fver-undulating  Sky  I — Yet  th^re  is  gne  Species  pf 
CoiBi)^e|rcc>  one  jECind  of  f;|i$:red  In^ercourfe,  pi^- 
ferable,  infinitely  preferable  even  to  thefe  fwcet,  for 
ycreign,  elementary  Refr^njents.  The  Church 
f^ems  to  pant  and  gafp  after  it,  ^ s  a  thirfty  Laud. 
Her  Wants  I  fieel,  and  her  Wiftes  I  adopt.  Awah^ 
O  North-windy  and  come  thu  South-wind  \  cpmc^ 
tl^ou  all-reviving,  all- enlivening  $PIRIT,  and 
How  upon  my  Garden^  or  rather  upon  the  poor^ 
j>frcbed,  barren  Defart  of  my  Soul  j  that  the  Spices^ 
or  Aw>s  Savour  of  Righteoufnefs  and  true  Holinefs^ 
ptoy  flow  out* 

At  $/^j  the  Wjn^s  fwejl  the  Marjner>  Sails,  and 
fpeed  bis  CJourfc  along  the  watery  Way :  fpf  cd  it  fjjur 
mofjC  eflTeftually,  than  a  d^oufand  Rowers,  bending 
to  their  Strokes,  and  tugging  at  the  Oar» — By  Lqnd^ 
they  perform  the  Office  of  an  immenfe  Seed-man^ 
^nd  fcatter  abroad  the  reproducStive  Principles  pf  a 
Multitude  of  Plants  j  which,  though  the  Staff  <^ 
Jafe  tp  ffimy  hl^mXs^  are  too  fmall  for  ^he  Ma- 
|iag€|aient,  or  toa  mean  for  the  Attention  of  Man. 
GOD  bringfth  thi  Winds  out  of  his  frec^ufies  t,  ia 
A  very  juft  and  edifying  Qbfcryation,  Whether 
We  con^der  it^  as  ji  Defcription  of  ^\%  a))foliit^ 
^d  «l>cantrouIable   Dominion    over    thfs   poterit 

Meteor  \ 
^  Pfal.  cxxxv.  7. 
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Met^^r;  *M  hHng^th;  Hifnahih  'H  to  come  y  like 
fotnfe '  tame  fet|uicidus  Ahittial,  whitn  feieaJrkens  tb 
^  #6f  d,  or  bbeyis  the  Nod.  *  Or  >)^hetheT  Wt  coii- 
tifliplate  the  i^felcdme'  aiid  kindly  Influehti  bif  th^ 
Mrtebr  itftlf,  oil  all',  the  Face  of  N^tute  j  f!^ 
bringeth  it,  ^iot  ftotn  thfe  Artiiotity,  >hfere  thjj 
WeiptAis  of  Vehgfeahce  iirt  dfepbfited  j  but  ftoth 
Azj  'Trtajitries,'  whence  pf:oefefed  thie  cbhvthfeht:,  thtt 
beneficial,  arid  the  d^firafele, 

Here  zre  Itihtnmgi  ft^tiotitd.  Thmigh  dormaint 
it  ^Ttkht,  {hey  aVe  in  aft  tb  fpHiigi  ahd  lauhch*th& 
Ilvid  Flame :  whenever  thi^ir  piercing  Flafti  is  itfe- 
ceflary. '  Neceflary.  to  deftroy  the  fulpiiiirebiis  ahd 
peAikntiaryapouirfes  br  to  diflodge  ffioTe  iHokting 
pregs.  Which  might  bbrfupt  thb  Piirity  of  the  J£- 
thti-,  '■  zhk  obfcure  fis  f^btt  fii*[h  ciyftaHihe  't'rahf- 
parehfcy.-7-This  iie?deft  bf  Fires  ((ee  the  ftupendo\i& 
OpIrattVhs 'of  ^ E  tt OVA  ri !)  is  <5nge^dfer6d  b;^ 
iJie  fcbldeft  of  Elements.  That  blazing  Bolt, 
Which"c!fekves  tht  Fbreft  Oakis  with  a  Stroke ;  ^!iat 
pfenetratihg  Fiame,  which  melts  the  Bars  of  Steel 
with  a  TToueh  i  are  the  Offspring  of  Water,  and 
iffue  from  the  Womb  ^f  ^  Cloud.  HE  m0fk^% 
tt^lAmn^s'* y'tzith  the  inf^lfed  Philofopher,  not  a^ 
:an'*fctox  from  the  Sunj  but  ^(amazing  Affpcia- 
^lon!)  .as  an  Appendage. or  Concomitant  y^  ikt 

•  Th  the  magnificent  Arch  of  the  Sky,  is  fituate  a 
radiani  Orb,  whrcb  ennghtens.  the  Tradls,  ciears 
the  inJ^Labitants,  ahd  colours  all  the  Prod"uaions, 
©f' this  habitible  Glbbe.  the  Air,  byafihg\jla^ 
Addrefs  in  managihg'the  Rays,  amplifies  their  Uft- 
^  ■'"  fuJuefs^ 

•  PfaJ.  CXX3CV.  7. 
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/ulticTs :  its  refUSfing  Power  *  augmenta  that  Meat, 
which  is  the  Life  of  Nature ;  its  refraning  Power 
prolongs  that  Splendor,  which  is  the  Beauty  of  the 
Creation. — Thcfe  Emanations  of  Light,  though 
formed  of  inadive  Matter,  yet  (aftoniihing  Appa-^ 
ratus  of  eternal  Wifdom!)  are  refined  almoft  to 
the  Subtilty  of  Spirit,  and  are  fcarce  inferior  even 
to  Thought  in  Speed.  By  which  Means,  they  fpread  ' 
themfelves,  with  a  Kind  of  inftantaneotis  Swiftn^fs, 
through  the  Circumference  of  a  whole  Hemifphere  j 
and  though  they  fill,  wherever  they  pervade,  yet 
they  ftraiten  no  Place,  embarrafs  no  One,  incum* 
ber  Nothing. 

Thefe  give  the  Diamond  its  Brilliancy,  and  the 
Velvet  its  Glofs :  to  thefe  the  chearful  Eye  is  obliged 
for  its  lively  Sparkle,  and  the  modeft  Cheek  for  its 
rofy  Blufe.  Thefe,  attending  the  judicious  Touches 
of  the  Pencil,  bid  the  Drapery  flow,  and  the  em-  [ 

bodied 

•  The  Air  is  a  curious  Co'vert  which,  without  opprefl. 
iing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Earth  with  any  perceivable 
Weight,  confines,  reRe&s,  and  thereby  increafes  the 
vivifying  Heat  of  the  Sun.  The  Air  increafes  this  kindly 
Heat,  much  in.  the  fame  Manner  as  our  Garments  by 
Day,  or  Bed-clothes  by  Night,  give  additional  Warmth 
to  bur  Bodies. — Whereas,  voien  the  aerial  Veftment  grows 
thin,  or,  to  fpeak  more  philofophically,  wh^n  the  Air 
comes  lefs  in  Quantity,  and  more  attenuated  in  Quality, 
the  folar  Warmth  is  very  fenfibly  diminifhed.  Travelers 
on  the  lofty  Mountains  oi  America^  fometiroes  experience, 
to  their  terrible  Coft,  the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation. 
Though  the  Clime,  at  the  Foot  of  thofe  prodigious  Hills, 
IS  even  Hot  and  fultry ;  yet  on  their  Summits,  the  Cold 
rages  with  fuch  exeeffive  Severity,  that  it  is  no  unufaiU 
Calamity,  for  the  Horfe  an^  his  Rider  to  be  fix>zen  ta 
tjeath. — We  have  therefore  great  Reafon  to  blefs  the  Su- 
preme DISPOS£Rof  Things,  for  placing  Us  in  the 
£ommodUus  Concavity,  or  rather  uodtt:  the  cber^ing^iivg^ 
of  an  Axxnofphere^ 
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bodi«d  Figure  rife;  bid  the  Countenance  wear  the 
.  calm  Serenity  of  Thought,  or  be  agitated  with  the 
w:il4  Tranfports of  Paffion. — Witboutthis  Circumr 
fi^uic^  of  C9loury  we  fhould  want  all  the  Entertain- 
93^nts  of  Vifion,  and  be  at  a  Lofs  to  diftinguifh  one 
•Thing  from  another.  '  We  fhould  hefitate  to  pro- 
nounce, and  mujft  take  a  little  Journey  to  deterniinc, 
whether  yonder  Inclofure  contains  a  Piece  of  Paf- 
turage,   or  a  Plot  of  arable  Land.     We  fhould 
.  queftion,  and  could  not  very  expeditioufly  refolve, 
^ivh^th^r  the  next  Perfon  We  meet,  be  a  Soldier  in 
his  Regimentals,   pr  a  Swain  in  his  Holiday  Suit? 
A  Bride  in  her  Ornaments,  or  a  Widow  in  her 
Weeds,     But  Colour,  like  a  particular  Livery,  cha-r 
i:a<£lerizes  the  Clafs,  to  which  every  Individual  be- 
longs.    It  is  the  tabily  which  indicates,  upon  the 
firft  Infpefiion,   its  refpe<aive  Quality*     It  is  the 
Ticket^  which  guides  our  Choice,  and  dixcdts  our 
Hand  *. 

The 

•  This,  I  believe,  fi:^ge(t&  the  true  Senfe  of  thofe  noble 
Similitudes,  ufed  by  the  divine  Speaker.  //  is  turned  at 
Clay  lo  the  Seal,  and  fheyftand  as  a  Garment :  It,  the  Earth 
and  all  its  ProduAions  receive,  from  the  rifing  S«n,  bofh 
Colour  and  Beauty.  JufI  as  the  (oft  Clay,  and  the  melt- 
ihg  Wax,  receive  an  elegant  Impreffion  from  the  Seal. — 
Tbty  (the  Morning  and  the  Day-fpring,  mentioned  in  a 
preceding  Verfe)  ftand  as  a  Garment ;  they  aft  the  Part 
of  a  magnificent  and  univerfal  Clothing;  give  all  vifible 
Ohie^s,  their  comely  Alpeft,  and  graceful  Diftinf^ions. 
7ci»xxxviii.  14. 

What  Images  are  here!  How  bold,  and  how  foa^! 
The^^  had  been  defcribed  as  an  Infant  before  the  AL- 
MIGHTY. Like  an  Infant,  changeable,  frotv^ar^, 
and  impetuous,  with  thick  parknefs  k>x  its  Swadlirjg* 
band.  The  Light  is  reprefented  as  an  Handmaid^  at- 
tending to  drefs  the  Creation ;  and  executing  the  C  R  E- 
ATOK's  Orders,  with  a  Punctuality  that  never  fails, 
with  a  Speed  that  cannot  be  e(jttalled. 
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Tht  Still,  I  faM,  was  4imite.  But  it  is  ttthtt- 
ithibrant,  thah  rtfidetit.  It  palfts  chiough  the  Pii^ 
Ihamtot ;  and,  bivitig  Ak)>plf6d  Us  With  Light  f» 
ttvctai  Hours,  Carries  Day  lAtd  the  mher  Hcbm- 
rphere.^What  tfa^A  fludl  We  4^  whtn  the  Foim- 
Tain  tt>f  Light  is  fealed,  or  its  Cofnmunitaticms  are 
witfa^heM  i^A  Supply  is  provided.  The  Stars  ap- 
pear, like  thdifahds  Of  flattiiilg  Torches*  Chiefly 
the  Mobh,  at  tenain  Seafons,  fucceeds  to  the  Of- 
^ce  of  fumilfaing  Us  With  the  wdcome  Biefing.'^^ 
But  the  Mooft  it  a  dark  Body.  HoW  then  tan  it 
impart.  What  it  does  not  poHefe  ?  h^dvMeaee^  in- 
^it^ly  trdi  ih  Contrivances,  has  foumt  out  a  Mb- 
tht3id>  Tlian  which  nothing  can  be  toiore  fittipit, 
yet  nothing  more  eflfeaual.  The  Mtyon,  heingat 
a  pit)per  Diftance,  reteiVes  and  leteds  the  Rays 
of  the  Sun.  Which  are  {6  Rtong  in  themfelves, 
^at  they  reach,  even  in  iheir  revex4>erated  Dittc- 
tion,  as  far  as  our  Globe.  Yet  are  rendered,  by 
thfs  Reiiedlon,  f<rft  and  gentle.  Infomuch,  that 
they  ^fibrd  Us  a  moft  aE>mmodious  and  chearing  IK 
iumination ;  fuch  as  qualifies  the  Horrors  of  Dark- 
'^gxfs^  without  any  Diminutioh  of  its  compoling  Ka- 
tiattty  and  foporiAsmns  Infi(reltice.«««»Thits  th^  SuH 
lightens  Us,  by  the  Intervention  of  the  Moon,  whdi 
He  is  departed  inaity  Degrees  beybnd  our  Sight. 

We  have  curforily  furveyed  the  itpper  RootHs  ^f 
our  great  'Habitation,  <ind  taken  a  Turn  along  the 
Gmtrnd-fid^^  if  We  defcend  into  the  fubterraneotts 
liodgin^ents,  the  CeUdrs  of  the  Aately  Stru£bui% 
We  ihiaU  there  alfo  find  the  moft  exquifitc  Contri- 
vance, aAing  in  Concert  widi  the  mcA  profule 
^oodnefs.'^-Here  are  various  ACfurak,  of  fofvcreign 
4  EffiiDacy 
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£ffioacy  in  Medicine :  which  r^&ify  the  vitiated 
Blood,  and  quicken  the  languid  Spirits  j  which 
often  rekindle  the  fading  Bloom  in  the  Virgin's 
Complexion,  and  reinyigorate  the  enfeebled  Arm 
of  Manhood. — Here  are  Beds  fraught  with  Metals 
of  the  richeft  Value.  From  hence  come  the  golden 
Treafures,  from  hence  the  filver  Stores,  which  are 
the  very  ^ife  of  Traffic ;  and  circulate  through  the 
Body  politic,  as  the  vital  Fluid  through  the  ani* 
mal  Frame.  Which,  in  the  refining  Hand  of  Cha- 
rity, are  Feet  to  the  Lame^  and  Eyes'to  the  Blindj 
and  make  the  Widow's  Heart  fing  for  Joy. 

Here  are  Mines^  which  yield  a  Metal  of  meaner 
Afpe£b,  but  of  a  firmer  Cobefion,  and  of  fuperior 
Ufefulnefs  *.  A  Metal,  that  conftitutes  almoft  all 
the  implements,  with  which  Art  and  Induftry  exe- 
cute their  various  Defigns«  Without  the  Affiftance 
of  IroHi  Bufinefs  would  be  reduced  to  the  loweft 
Ebb ;  Commerce  would  feel  her  Wings  clipped  i 
and  every  Spades  of  mechanic  Skill,  either  utterly 
fail,  or  be  miferably  baffled.  Without  the  Aififl^ 
ance  of  Iron,  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  ^o  rear 
the  fteady.  Maft,  to  difplay  the  daring  Canvas,  ot 
drop  the  faithful  Anchor.  Deftitute  of  this  ever- 
needful  Commodity,  we  fhould  have  no  Plow  to 
furrow  the  Soil,  no  Shuttle  to  traverfe  the  Loom, 
ftarce  any  Ornament  for  polite,  or  any  Utenfil  for 
ordinary  Life, 

r  Here  is  an  inexhaufted  Fund  of  c^mhujiible  Ma-  . 
terials  f,  which  fupply  the  whole  Nation  with  Fuel. 

Tbefe 

*  Femmh  licet  Mu^ilcrum  pntio  uhimmy  Necffitate  ta» 
men  frimum.     Plin, 

t  -^J  fi^  the  Earth,  fays  Joh^  out  of  it  cometh  Bread: 
''Com,  Ve^etablesy  and  whatever  is  good  for  Food,  fpriag 

Vox.  in.  C  from 
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There  prefent  their  Miniftratiojis  in  the  Kitchen  ^ 
and  yielding  themfclves  as  Aliment  to  Ae  Flamc» 
render  our  Food  both  palatable  and  healthy  .-«-Thefr 
offer  their  Service  at  the  Forge ;  and,  with  their 
piercing  Heat,  mollify  the  moft  ftubborn  Bars,  till- 
they  become  pliant  to  the  Stroke  of  the  Hammer.— 
The  Coals  pour  themfelves  likewife  into  the  Glafs* 
houfes.  They  rage,  amidft  tbofe  aftonilhing  Fur** 
naces,  with  irrefiftible  but  ufeful  Fiercenels.  They 
Hquify  even  the  obdurate  Flint,  and  make  the  mofl^ 
rigid  Subftanees  far  more  du6H)e,  than  the  fofteft 
Clay,  or  the  melting  Wax :  make  them  obfequious, 
not  only  to  the  lighteft  Touch,  but  to  the  •Impref-' 
fions  of  our  very  Breath, 

By  this  Means,,  we  arc  f»rnifhed,  and  from  the 
coarfeft  Ingredients^  with  one  of  the  moft  curious 
and  valuable  Manufa<3ures  in  the  World.  A  Ma«- 
nufaflure,  which  tranfmits  the  Light  and  Warmth 
of  the  Sun  into  our  Houfes ;  yet  excludes  the  An^ 
noyance  of  the  Rains,  and  tie  Violence  of  theWirids*^ 
Which  gives  »rti;  £y/f  to  decrepit  Age,  and  vaftljf 
more  enlarged'  Views  to  Philofophy  and  Science;- 
Which  leads  up  the  Aftronomer's  Difc6rnment„ 
even  to  the  Satellites  of  Saturn ;.  and  carries  down, 
the  Naturalift's  Obfervation,  as  far  as  the  Animal- 
cule Race :  bringing  near  what  is  imitienfely  remote,, 
and  making  vifible  what,^  to  our  unaHifted  Sight,, 
would  be  abfohitcly  imperceptible. 

•  We  have  alfo,  when  both  Sun  and  Moon  witb^ 
draw  their  Shining,,  aa  Expedient  to  fupply  their 

Place.. 

from  its  Surface.  While  undm  it,  is  ttrnedup  as  it  4»ere 
fire :  its  lower  Parts  n>nnn  its  deeper  Strata,,  yield  'c6in- 
buftible  Materials;  which  are  eafily inkindlcd  into  Rre^ 
and  adminifter  the  moil  fttb&antial  Foel  for  the' Flame, 
y^^xxviii,  5. 
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Place.  We  cin  create  an  artificial  Day  in  o\^t 
Hooms,  and  pcolpng  our  Studies,  or  purfue  pur 
Bufinefs^  under  it3  chearing  Influence.  With 
bdamui^  Tapers  and  rjuddy  Fires,  We  chafe  the 
iparknefs,  and  mitiga^  *  the  Cold  5  We  cheriQi 
Cpnv/Brfatron,  and  c.ulti,v^te  the  fecial  Spirit*  We 
blinder  thofe  very  Intervals  of  Time,  fome  of  th* 
inoft  delightful  Portipn$  of  Pur  Life^  which  other- 
!iyife^  would  be  a  joylefs.and  uninpiproving  Void. 

ThiSife  obfcure  Caverns  are  th^.Birth-place  of  the 

iBLpft  fpwkliflg  Gems  5  of  Qnyx-Jlones  5   of  glijiering 

C  2  &tona<^ 

'  *  i  cm  hanlly  forbear  traafcribiiig  the  giratefal  an4 
pjioas  Remai^ky  which  ^(^rr^^x  makes  on  this  Occafion. 
4)emonftrating,  fVo(n  the  a^antageous  ^nd  benign  Con- 
ftitation  of  Things,  GOD's  indalgent  Care  for  Man« 
kind,    He  afks ;    To  if  ««»  t»  mnt^  ^pt^eu  ufuy,  aeuuifot  fa» 

fle§>>Iai.— To  which  his  Pupil  very  intelligently  replies, 
^mfie^Kkih  nm  t»le  ^i^ard^tfori^.  /7^.  Socrat.  Mentor,  Lib*  IV. 
iA  Work,  which  may  be  ranked  among  x!fyt,J\ntft  Remains 
JOf  Antiquity.  EptMy  it  i$  acknowledged,  to  any  of  the 
ancient  Comppfitions  in  Puiity  of  Style,  and  Dignity  of 
Sentiments  Superior,  I  think,  to  them  all,  for  the  artful^ 
delicate,  and  happy  Manner  of  conveying  InilrufUofi* 

I  wiih,  the  Author  of  tjie  preceding  Dialogues  had  been 
better  acquainted  with  the  Socratic  Method;  and  I  could ■ 
wiih,  that  young  Students  for  the  Miniftry  would  adopt 
the  Skill  of  this^^«/^^»  Philofophcr.  Perhaps,  no  Qua- 
lification of  human  Growth^  would  more  eiFedually  con- 
tribnte  to  render  them,  what  St.  Paul  ftyles  U^n^.-At 
fcems  to  be.the^  moll,  infimating  and  fucafsful  Way  both 
to  convince  and  inftruft.  Nay,  it  convinces  the  Oppo- 
nent out  of  his  own  Mouth,  and  makes  the  Pupil  inftruft 
iumfelf.  It  i«  what  the  TE  A  C  H  E  R  fent  from  GOD 
'  praftifed>  in  thofe  incomparable  Sketches  of  faithful  Adr 
inpnition  and  mafterly  Addrefs,  The  Parable  of  the  ^«u* 
Dehors,  ^nif^tke  good  Samaritan.  Lukcvii.  41.  Luke 
X.  30* 
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Stones^  and  all  Manner  of  pnclous  Stones.  Which, 
when  nicely  poliflied,  advantagcoufljr  fct,  and  pro- 
digal of  their  Luftre,  ftand  Candidates  for  a  Place 
on  the  royal  Crown,  or  a  Seat  on  the  virtuous  Fair 
One's  Breaft.  I  will  not,  with  our  Men  of  Gal- 
lantry fay,  they  emulate  the  living  Brilliancy  of  her 
Eyes  5  rather  they  ferve  as  a  Foil,  to  fet  ofF  the 
Beauties  of  her  accompli(hed  Mind,  and  amiable 
Coriverfation.  TVhofe  Pricey  according  to  the  un- 
erring Eftimate  of  Infpiration,  is  fupcrior  to  Sap- 
phires, is  far  above  Rubies  *.— If  thefe  fhining  Ra- 
rities, cxtrafted  from  the  Cabinets  of  the  Earth, 
are  an  Ornament  to  Some,  are  they  not  an  Incite- 
ment to  AH  ?  All  who  have  read  thofe  animating 
and  glorious  Words ;  They  /hall  be  mine^  faith  the 
LORDy  in  the  Day  when  I  make  up  my  Jewels  \. 

Here  are  ^arries^  ftpcked  with  Stones,  inferior 
in  Beauty  to  the  Jeweler's  Ware,  but  much  more 
eminently  beneficial.  Which,  when  properly 
ranged,  and  cemented  with  a  tenacious  Mortar^ 
form  the  convenient  Abodes  of  Peace,  and  build  the 
ftrongeft  Fortifications- of  War :  defending  Us  from 
the  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather,  and  the  more  for-*. 
mtdable  Aflaults  of  our  Enemies.  Thefe  conftitu^ 
the  Arches  of  the  Bridge,  which  convey  the  Tra- 
veler, with  perfe<3:  Security,  over  the  deep  and  ra- 
pid Stream  ;  enabling  both  Man  and  Horfe  to  pafs, 
with  eafy  Intercourfe,  from  one  Bank  of  the  broadeft 
River  to  another.  Thefe  give  Us  the  rocky  Girdles 
of  our  ^ays,  and  ftrengthen  the  Arms,  the  ftu- 
pendous  Arms  of  the  Mole :  which  ftretch  them- 
felves  far  into  the  Ocean;  curb  the  Impetuoiity 
.  of  the  Surge ;  and  fkreen  the  helplefs  Bark,  while 

tempeftuous 
•  Prov.  xxxi,  10*  f  Mai.  iii,  17. 
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tcmpcftuous  Wavea,  like  a  Savage  difappointed  of^ 
its  Prey,  foam,  and  roar,  and  rage  around. 

Thefe  ftony  Treafures  are  comparatively  foftj 
while  they  continue  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth ; 
but  acquire  an  increafing  Hardnefsy  when  expofed 
to  the  open  Air.  Was  this  remarkable  Peculiarity 
rcverfed,  what  Difficulties  would  attend  the  La- 
bours of  the  Mafon  ?  His  Materials  could  not  be 
extrafted  from  their  Bed,  nor  fafliioned  for  his  Pur- 
pofe,  without  infinite  Toil.  Suppofe  his  Work 
completed,  it  could  not  long  withftand  the  Fury 
pf  the  Elements ;  but  infenfibly  mouldering,  or  i(i- 
ceflantly  decaying,  would  elude  the  Expectations 
of  the  Owner ;  perhaps,  might  prove  ah  immature 
Grave,  inftead  of  a  durable  Dwelling. 

Here  are  vaft  Layers  of  Clay.  Which  however 
contemptible  in  its  Appearance,  is  abundantly  more 
4bdvantageous,  than  the  Rocks  of  Diamond,  or  the 
Veins  of  Gold,  This  is  moulded,  with  great  Ex- 
pedition and  Eafe,  into  Veffcls  of  any  Shape,  and 
of  almoft  every  Sij^e.  Some,  fo  delicately  fine^ 
.that  they  compofe  the  moft  elegant  and  ornamental 
Furniture,  for  the  Tea-table  of  a  Princefs,  Others, 
fo  remarkably  cheapo  that  they  are  ranged  on  the 
Shelves,  and  minifter  at  the  Meals,  of  the  Pcafant. 
All  fo  perfedWy  neat^  that  no  Liquid  takes  the  leaft 
Taint,  nor  the  niceft  Palate  any  Difguft,  from  their 
cleanly  Services. — The  CREATOR,  who  never 
forgets  and  never  neglefts  even  the  meaneft  of  the 
People,  has  diftributed^  this  moft  neceffary  Kind  of 
Earth  in  the  greateft  Abundance.  It  is  found  i» 
every  Country,  almoft  in  every  Field.  It  lies  near 
(he  Surface,'  and  is  obtained  with  little  Labour, 
C  3  and 
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and  with  very  little  Expcnce.  Thus  bajl  Tbou^  O 
CODy  of  thy  Gooduefsy  prepared  for  the  Poor. 

A  Multiplicity  of  other  Stores,  are  locked  up 
by  Providence,  in  thofc  ampje  Vaults.  The  JCiy  of 
m  is  committed  to  the  Management  of  Indujfry  | 
with  free  PermifTion  to  produce  each  particular  Spe- 
cies, as  Neccffity  ftall  demand,  or  Prudence  direft. 

Which  (hall  we  moft  admire,  the  bountiful  He^,| 
the  liberal  Hand,  or  the  All-difcerning  Eye  of  our 
Great  C  R  E  AT  O  R  ?  How  obfervable,  how  ad^ 
mirable  is  the  Precaution^  in  removing  thefe  ufefu) 
but  cumbrous  Wares,  from  the  Superficies ;  and 
flowing  them,  in  proper  Repoiitories  or  Lumber- 
room^,  beneath  our  Feet!-;— Were  they  fcattcre^ 
over  the  Surface,  the  Ground  would  be  choaked 
and  $mbarraffid  with  the  enormous  Heaps.  Our 
Roads  would  be  blocked  up,  and  fcarce  any  Por- 
tion left  free  for  the  Operations  of  Hulbandry.— • 
Were  they  buried  extremely  deep,  or  funk  to  the 
Center  of  the  Globe,  it  would  coft  Us  immenfe 
?ains  to  procure  them ;  qx  rather,  they  would  be 
quite  inaccejjible. — Were  they  uniformly  fpread  into 
^  Pavement  for  Nature ;  th^  Trees  could  not  ftrikc 
their  Roots,  nor  the  Herbs  fhoot  their  Blades,  but 
univcrfal  Sterility  muft  enfue. — Whereas,  by  their 
prefect  Difpofition,  they  furnifh  Us"  with  a  Maga- 
zine of  metallic,  without  caufing  any  Diminution 
of  our  vegetable  Treafures.  Fpffils  of  every  fplen-? 
did  and  ferviceable  Kind  enrich  the  Bowehy  while 
^loom  and  Verdure  embenilb  the  Face  of  the  Earth. 

So  judicious  is  the  Arrangement  of  this  grand 
Idifice  !  So  benefi^^nt;  the  Peftinationof  its  whole 

f^rni- 
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Furniture  *  !  In  which,  all  is  rfegulatcd  with  con- 
fummatc  Skill,  and  touched  into  the  higheft  Per- 
fcfliou.  AH  moft  cxaftly  adapted  to  the  various 
Intentions  of  Providence,  and  the  manifold  Exi- 
gencies of  Mankind.  Supplying  every  JVant^  Wc 
can  feel ;  and  gratifying  every  TVtJh^  We  can  form- 

Infomuch,  that  the  whole  Syftem  affords  a  fa- 
vourite Topic  of  Praife,  even  to  tbofe.  diftinguifhcd 
Beings,  who  Jland  an  the  &a  of  Glafs^  and  have  the 
Harps  of  GOD  in  their  Hands.  They  lift  their 
Voice  and  fmg,  Gr^at  and  marvelous  €tre  thy  IVorks^ 
O  LORD  GOD  Almighty  \ !—Aui  is  there* not 
Rejafon,  my  Afpafio  would  fay,  infinite  Reafon,  for 
IJs  to  join  this  triumphant  Choir  ?  Adding  Grati- 
tude to  our  Wonder,  and  Love  to  our  Hallelujahs  ? 
Since  all  thefe  Things  are  to  Us,  not  merly  Objefts 
of  Contemplation,  but  Sources  of  Accommodation : 
not  only  a  majeftic  Spectacle,  bright  with  the  Dif- 
play  of  our  C  R  E  AT  O  R's  Wifdom,  but  aji  in- 
jcftimable  Gift,  rich  with  the  Emanations  of  his 
Gppdnefs.  The  Earth  h?sth  He  fet  before  the  In- 
^Jabitants  of  Glory,  but  tL/ Earth  hath  he  given  to 
C  4  the 

•  No  Notice  it  uken  of  the  Ocean,  in  this  little  Rent-* 
^oU  of  Nature's  Wealth ;   bccaafe  a  diftina  Sketch  is 
given  of  that  grand  Receptacle  and  its  principal  Services, 
m  Letter  IX. 

t  Rev.  XV.  3.  Great  and  mar^uehus  are  thy  Works ^  O 
10 RD  GOD  Almighty  f  Jufi  and  true  are  thy  Waysy 
Thou  KING  of  Saints!  The  firft  Part  feems  to  mean, 
what  the  infpired  Writer  calls.  The  SongofMofes.  The 
•^cond  contains,  what  he  flyles,  The  Song  of  the  LAMB. 
The  firft,  I  fhould  imagine,  relates  to  the  llupcridous 
Works  of  Creation.  The  fecond  alludes  "to  the  far  more 
wonderful  Scheme  of  Redemption.  The  former,"  de- 
•fcribing  theSyftem  of  Nature,  is  recorded  by  Mo/tsi  tlir 
latter,  comprehending  the  Salvation  of  the  Saints^  5» 
Itccoropliihed  by  C/fiJ/Sr. 
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the  Children  of  Men  ♦. — Having  given  Us  Ourfelves  ; 
given  Us  a  World  j  has  He  not  a  Right,  a  moft 
unqucftionablc  Right,  to  make  th^t  tender  Dc^* 
mand'?  My  Son,  give  me  thy  Heart  f- 

Shall  I  add  another  Paflagc?  Which,  viewed 
with  any  but  the  laft  Paragraph,  will  be  like  the 
Head  ef  Geld^  eminent  and  confpicuous  on  Feet  of 
Iron  and  Clay.  It  is  taken  from  the  fineft  philofo^ 
phical  Oration,  that  ever  was  made.  I  never  read 
it,  but  with  a  Glow  of  Delight,  and  with  Impref^ 
fions  of  Awe.  It  is,  in  fhort,  inimitably  fpirited 
and  fublime. — ^You  think,  perhaps,  I  zQ.  an  im- 
politic Part,  in  being  fo  lavifc  of  my  Praife;  and 
that  the  Quotation  muft  fuffer,  by  fueh  an  ciggran* 
dizing  Introduftion.  But  I  am  under  no  Appre-  , 
henfions  of  this  Kind.  Forbear  to  be  delighted,  if 
You  can ;  ceafe  to  admire,  if  You  can  ;  when  You 
hear  OMNISCIENCE  hfelf  declaring,  That> 
on  Sight  of  this  univ^rfal  Fabric,  emerging  out  of 
Nothing,  The  Morning  Stars  sang  to- 
gether, AND'  aIl  h^HE  Sons  of  GOD 
SHOUTED  FOJL*  J'OY  J. — The  Syftem  was  fo 
graceful,  fo  mag|i*?ficent,  and,  in  all  RefpeSs,  fo 
exquifitely  fiiii&c*^;  that  the  moft  accompljflied 
Intelligences  ^^^ere  charmed,  were  tranfported. 
They  knew  n^  how  to  exprefs  themfelves  on  the 
great  Occafion,  but  in  Shouts  of  Exultation,  and 
Songs  of  Praife.  Is  it  poffible  for  Imagination  to 
conceive  an  Encomium,  fojuft,  fo  high,  fo  beau- 
tifully noble  ! — I  am  fure,  after  fo  much  Delicacy, 
^d  Majefty  of  Sentiment,  any  thing  of  mine  muft 

be 
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be  intolerably  flat ;  unlefs  You  will  except  this  one 
ProfefEon,  that  1  am,  with  the  moft  cardial  Sin- 
cerity, 

My  diar  Afpafio, 

Inviolably  Tour 5 j 

T  H  E  R  O  K. 


LETTER     VII. 

Aspasio  to  T m e r on. 

My  dear  Theron, 
T  F  You  write  with  fuch  a  View,  and  from  fuch  a 

Motive,  as  are  mentioned  in  your  laft,  expe£t  no 
more  free-will  Offerings  from  my  Pen.  In*  this 
one  inftance,  1  fhall  think  it  my  Duty  to  be  co- 
vetous. I  (hall  a£k  the  Mifer  out  of  Principle ; 
and  hardly  perfuadc  myfelf  to  part  with  a  fingle 
Line, .  till  it  is  become  an  undeniable  Debt.  I  muft 
turn  your  own  Artifice  on  Yourfelf  ^  and  lay  You 
under  a  Neceffity  of  obliging,  entertaining,  and 
edifying  me  by  your  Correfpondence. 

For,  give  me  Leave  to  affure  You,  that  I  am  al- 
ways delighted,  and  always  improved  by  your  Epif- 
tles.  They  Ihew  me  a  Multitude  of 'Beauties  in 
the  Creation,  which  I  fhould  not  otherwife  have 
difcerncd.  They  point  out  the  infinite  Power,  the 
unfearchable  Wifdom,  and  the  charmingly  rich 
Goodnefs  of  the  glorious  MAKER.  Such  a 
4  PhilofopHy 


m-'" 
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Philofophy  turnc  all  Nature  into  a  School  of  In- 
Aru£lion,  and  is  no  contemptible  Handmaid  to  true 
Religion.  It  makes  every  Obje£l  a  Step,  better 
than  a  golden  Step,  to  raife  both  our  Knowledge 
and  our  AflFe£tioB$  to  the  adorable  and  immortal 
CAUSE  of  ali.  Engaged  in  fuch  Speculations, 
We  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift;  O  LORD  our 
Governor y  how  excellent  is  thy  Name  in  all  the  Earth  *  / 

There  is  but  one  Circumftance  wanting,  to  com- 
-pjetc  the  Pleafurc,  which  I  receive  from  your  Ob- 
ferVations. — Th^  Sun,  You  took  Notice,  is  the 
grand  Ornament  of  this  magnificent  Syftem.  That 
which  gives  Colour  and  Form,  the  comely  Afpe£l 
and  graceful  Diftin£tion,  to  all  material  Objeds.^^*' 
This  the  bodily  Eye  perceives  and  acknowledges. 
But  to  thp  intelle(^ual  and  believing  Eye,  the  Sun 
of  Righteoufnefs  is  a- much  grander,  and  no  lefs  ne-* 
fceffary  Ornament.  This  adorns  the  Univerfe,  and 
communicates  a  Glory  to  every  Objed ;  as  it  ma- 
nifcfts,  in  the  cleareifl:  brighteft  Manner,  all  the 
Pcrfeftions  of  the  G  O  D  H  E  A  D.  But,  to  this 
lower  World,  it  gives  a  very  peculiar  Luftre.— A 
poor  Peafant  reckons  it  the  higheft  Honour  to  his 
^dttage,  that  it  has  ojice  lodged  ^  Prince,  or  accom^- 
modatcd  a  Monarch.  With  infinitely  greater  Reft'- 
fon  may  thefe  elementary  Abodes  glory,  that  they 
have  accommodated,  not  for  a  fingle  Night,  but 
for  many  Years,  the  L  OR  D  af  Heaven.  That 
the  KING  of  Kings  was  their  Tenant  even  from 
bis  Birth  in  the  Stable,  to  his  Death  on  the  Crofs, 

Yes,  Theron ;  it  is  the  greateft  Glory  of  this  Air, 
that  it  furnifhed  I M MANUEL  with  Breath, 
Yonder  Sun  may  boaft,   that  it  flionc  upon  his 

Foot- 
•  Pfal.  viii.  g. 
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yoot-ftcps.  That  Ground,  cumbrous  as  it  is, 
might  even  leap  for  Joy,  that  it  bore  fo  divine  a 
Gueft.  And  all  the  Elements  may  cUp  their 
^andS)  that  they  had  the  privilege  of  s^dminiftring 
to  his  Nourifhment. — As  to  Us  M^n,  it  is  our  moft 
lionourable  Diftindlicxn,  and  fhould  be  our  continual 
Triumph,  that  HE  lived  and  died  qmongji  Us^ 
yea,  lived  and  died  for  Us.  That,  having  united 
our  Nature-  to  Himfelf,  He  has  carried  it  ipto  the 
Heaven  of  Heavens.  Where  it  fliipes,  with  tranf- 
cendent  Majefty  a^nd  Beauty,  as  the  eternal  Orna- 
inent  of  the  Creation  of  GOD.— rMethinks,  there- 
fore, this  i^obleand  dejightful  Confideration,  fhould 
[ntermingle  itfelf  with  all  pur  Contemplations,  on 
the  Works  of  Nature.  Juft  as  the  Beams  of  the 
Sun  intermingle  their  Light,  with  all  the  Regions 
^f  the  Firmament  5  and  diffufe  their  Heat^^  over  all 
the  Face  of  the  Earth. 

While  I  am  roving  heedlpfly  along,  yqur  Ik- 
fnarks  often  interpofe,  like  fome  intelligeat  faithful 
Monitor,  who  claps  his  Hand  upon  my  Breaft,  and 
fays  ;  Bland  Jiill^  and  c^njider  the  wondrous  Works  of 
GOD,  *. — Willingly  I  obey  the  Admonition.  The 
Chrijiian  may,  with  peculiar  Complacency,  confider 
this  grand  Theatre  of  Wofiders,  this  copious  Magi- 
aine  of  Bleflings.  Becaufe,  confcious  of  an  In- 
tereft  in  JE  S  USy  He'  has  a  Right  to  call  them  al| 
his  own  f .  He  may  look  round  upon  prefent  Things  ^ 
He  may  look  forward  unto  future  Things ;  and, 
trufting  in  his  S  A  V I O  U  R's  Merit,  may  confi- 
dently fayr-"  Not  one  only,  but  hih  thefe  Worldji 

f*  arc 

♦  Job  xxxvii.  14. 
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«  arc  mine.  By  virtue  of  my  REDEEMER'S 
<'  Righteoufnefs,  I  have  a  Covenant-right  to  the 
««  ncceffary  Accommodations  of  this  Lifcj  and, 
<«  on  the  fame  unihaken  Fboting,  I  ftand  intitled 
*<  to  the  inconceivable  Felicity  of  a  better.** 

Surely  then  it  muft  be  as  pleafmg  an  Employ,  to 
examine  the  Validity  of  oiir  TttU  to  future  Things, 
as  to  eftimate  the  Value  of  our  prefent  Pofleffions. 
Tou  have  executed  the  one.  Let  rm  attempt  the 
other. — An  Attempt,  never  unfeafonable,  now  par- 
ticularly proper.  Since  it  is  exprefly  required  by 
your  Pen,  and  fuggefted.by  the  very  Subject  of 
your  Epiftle.  Efpecially,  as  I  look  upon  the  ^ij^i- 
fiing  Righteoufnefsy  to  be  no  lefs  the  peculiar  Work- 
manfliip  and  Gift  of  GOD,  than  the  Scenes  of 
Creation  and  the  Produdtions  of  Nature.  And  as 
I  would  fain  have  every  Thing  that  is  beautiful, 
every  Thing  that  is  magnificent  in  this  viiible  Syf- 
tdh,  ferve  as  a  Foil  to  our  REDEEMER'S 
Glory ;  to  the  Glory  of  his  Pcrfon,  and  the  Im- 
portance of  that  Service,  which  He  has  performed 
for  Sinners- 

You  have  furveyed  material  Nature.  It  appears, 
to  be  a  fair  and  ftately  Manfion.  For  the  Purpofes, 
which  it  is  intended  to  anfwer,  completely  furnifhed,. 
and  completely  finiflied .  Is  not  our  S  A  V I O  U  R's 
Obedience^  the  Provifion  made  for  indigent  and  guilty 
Souls,  equally  rich  and  equally  perfe<ft  ? — Since, 
this  is  everlafting  and  immutable ;  fince  the  other 
is  tranfient  and  perifliable  j  dbubtlefs  We  may  ar- 
gue with  the  judicious  Apoftle :  If  that  which  irto 
be  done  away^  which  will  foon  be  configned  over  ^tq 
DifTolution,  is  glorious -^  much  more  that  which  re^ 

mainethj^ 
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mainefhy  whofe  blefled  EfFeds  continue  to  eternal 
Ages,  is  ghrious  *. 

We  are,  every  One,  as  an  unclean  Thing  f.  Our 
very  Nature  is  contaminated.  Even  Sanftification, 
though  it  deftroys  the  reigning,  does  not  wholly  fu- 
perfede  the  polluting  Power  of  Iniquity.  So  that 
whatever  Graces  We  exercifc,  whatever  Duties  We 
perform  (like  Rays  of  Light  tranfmitted  through 
coloured  Glafs,  or  like  generous  Wine  ftreaming 
from  a  defiled  Cafk)  they  receive  fome  improper 
Tinge,  or  contrail  fome  debafing  Taint.  But 
CHRIST  was  entirely  free  from  this  innate  Con- 
tagion. He  had'  no  corrupt  Bias  upon  his  Will, 
nor  any  irregular  Tendency  in  his  AflFe£lions. 

Being  thus  free  from  fcriginal  Corruption^  He  did 
m  Sin,  neither  ivas  Guilt  found  in  bis  Mouth  %,  Not 
one  vain  Imagination  pafled  through  his  Mind,  nor 
breathed  the  flighteft  Stain  upon  his  Thoughts.  All 
his  Words  were  iirreproachable,  and  every  ASion 
blamelefs.— The  moft  accomplifhcd  among  the  Chil- 
•  drert  of  Men,  when  furprifed  in  fome  unguarded  Mo- 
ment, or  aflaulted  on  fome  weak  Side,  have  been 
betrayed  into  Error,  or  hurried  into  Sin.  Even 
Mofes  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his  Lips ;  and  Aaron^ 
the  Saint  of  the  LORD,  warped  to  idolatrous 
Praftices.  Theyv^tx^  like  fome  ftagnating  Lake\ 
in  wHich,  the  Dregs  being  fubfided,  the  Waters 
appear  clean  j  but  when  ftirred  by  Temptation,  or 
agitated  by  Afflidion,  the  Sediment  rifes,  and  the 
Pool  is  difcoloured.  Whereas,  CHRIST  mzy  be 
compared  to  a  Fountain,  that  is  all  Tranfparency, 
and  pure  to  the  very  Bottom ;  which,   however 

fhaken, 

•  2  Cor.  iii.  II.      f  Ifai.  Ixiv,  6.      %  i  Pet.  ii.  22. 
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fhaken,   however  difturbed,    is  nothing  but  fluid 
Cryftal ;  permanently  and  unalterably  clear. 

It  was  a  fmall  Thing  for  the  blcffed  JESUS^  to 
be  influenced  by  no  depraved  Propenfity.  He  was 
born  in  a  State  of  c^nfummati  Reifitude  \  and  from 
the  firft  Moment  of  his  exifting  in  Flefb,  was.adorn«> 
ed  with  all  the  Beauties  of  Holinefs.  HO  LI* 
NESS  TO  THE  LORD  was  infcribed,  not 
on  the  Mitr^y  but  on  the  H^artj  and  interwoven 
with  the  very  Nature  of  our  great  HIGH- 
PR  I E  S  T.  Therefore  He  is  ftyled  by  the  An»- 
gelic  Harbinger  of  his  Birth,  THAT  HOLY 
THING  •.—In  the  Prophecy  of  Zechariahy  the 
Dignity  of  our  REDEEMER'*  Perfon,  and  the 
Perfection  of  his  Obediente,  are  difplayed  by  the 
-Similitude  of  a  Stone  f^  decorated  with  the  moft  qx« 

quiiite 

•  Luke  i.  55. — Which  is  fpoken>  in  Qontrndtfiinahti  to 
the  State  of  all  other  Births ;  and  implies  the  unitjerfaL 
Prevalence  of  original  Defi lenient,  this  me  Inftance  only 
excepted.  For,  if  other  Infants  were  holy  at  their  ^i& 
Formation^  and  made  after  the  Image  of  G  O  D,  thk 
Remark  had  been  trivial  and  impertinent,  if  not  droll 
and  burlefque;  like  faying  with  great  Solemnity,  "  The 
**  Child  (hail  have  a  Mouth  and  a  Head ;  aye,  and  Eyta 
*•  in  the  one,  and  Lips  to  the  other/*— Far  be  it  frQin 
Us,  to  afcribe  Superfluity  of  Speech,  or  Weaknefs  of 
Sentiment,  to  the  Angels  of  Light.  No;  here  was  Sg^ 
ftus  Vindice  Nodus.  An  unparalleled  and  miraculous 
Event.  A  clean  -Thing  iffiiing  from  an  Unclean !  A 
Child  perfcftly  pure  and  upright ;  though  born  of  a  Wo» 
man ;  fprwng  from  a  Daughter  of  fallen  Adam! 

t  Zech.  ill.  9,  10.  For  behold  the  Stone  that  I  hawe  laid 
he/ore  JoJIma -y  upon  one  Stone  Jhall  he  fe^*en  Eyes  \  behold!  £ 
fwrii  engrofve  the  Gra^ng  thereof,  faith  the  LORD  of  HqJIs^ 
and  i  <wtll  remo've  the  Iniquity  of  that  Lund  in  one  J)ay*  In 
that  Day,  faith  the  LOR  D  offfofs,  Jhallye  coil  every  Man 
bis  Neighbour  under. thie  Fine^  and  finder  the  fig'tree> 

Behold 
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^uifitc  Engraving.  Wrought,  not  by  Bezakel  or 
Jholiab^  though  divinely  iirfpired  Artifts,  but  by 
the  Finger  of  JEHOVAH  Himfelf;  and  more 
kighly  finiflied,  than  it  is  pof&ble  for  human  Skill 
U>  equal,  or  human  Thought  to  conceive. 

The  whole  Tenour  of  our  L  O  R  D's  Conduft, 
was  a  living  Exempiificalaon  of  Piety  and  Morality, 
in  their  moft  Bxtenftve  Branches,  and  moft  amiable 
Forms.  Saints  of  the  higheft  Attainments  have 
fallen  fhort  of  the  Glory  of  GOD ;  have  been  far 
from  reaching  the  exalted  Standard  of  his  Precepts.^ 
But  CHRIST  hilQd  in  no  Point;  CHRIST 
^ame  fhort  in  no  Degree.— -We  formerly  obferved 

the 

Heboid  the  Stme ;  the  long-expedted  MESSIAH^ 
ihat  chief  Corner-ftonc,  on  which  the  Church  is  butlt,. 
and  the  Hope  of  I/raei  founded^ — It  is  hi  J  before  Joflma 
the  High-Prieft  and  his  FeUows ;  as  the  only  Foundation^ 
on  which  thofe  wife  Mafter-builders  fhouldreft  the  Faith,' 
and  eitabliHi  the  Salvation  of  Sinners. — Vpott  one  Stme 
fiall  be  fimen  Eyes ;  to  denote  the  unerring  Difcercmehc 
and  infinite  Wifdom  of  our  LORD.  Whereby  He  isr 
capable  of  planniagy  prefiding  over,  and  condudling  air 
Things,  relating  to  the  unfearchable  Work  of  Redemp- 
.tibn.— /  'wili  erigrakfe  tbe  Gra<ving  thereof.  For  Him  hath 
GOD  the  FATHER  fealed;  diftinguifhed  Him  by 
every  Charadieriftic  of  the  M  E  S  S I A  H ;  adorned  Him 
with  every  ill uftrious Gift;  and  fitted  Him,  in  all  Rc- 
.fp^ds,  for  the  Difcharge  of  his  grand  Office. — l<willre- 
m§<vef  by  his  Obedience  unto  Death,  the  Iniquity  of  the 
Land',  and  that  in  &ne  Dayj  net  by  a  long  Train  of  Vic- 
tims, or  by  a  frequent  Repetition  of  the  (kme  Sacrifice,^ 
but  by  •*  his  own  Oblation  once  oftered."— In  Confe- 
quence  of  this  allvfufficient  Expiation,  Peace  and  Tran- 
quility (hall  take  Place  in  the  Believer's  Soul*  Even 
that  Peace,  which  paiTeth  all  Underflanding ;  and  is  re- 
prefented^  though  faintly,  by  fitting  under  ihe  Vine  andi 
under  the  Fig-tree*  Where  the  happy  Owner  and  his 
Friends,  enjoy  an  undiilurbed  Repofe,  a  refrefiiing 
Skade^  and  the  moil  delicioss  Fruit. 


»1 
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thp.gre^iubUiiUtyv  and  vuft  £x«:nt  of  th<;  iiymth 

thing  Vai  Rjils.^i;  RighlRPMfi^«fsjL.  Iv^i^^PWUtC' 
Conformity  to  this  moft  perfe£l  Rule,  f  rom  jy^^Of^ 
appiears  the  utter  Impol^hfjity  of  pur  Jufti^atipfiy* 
G9^  Accouftt  of  ai^y  ^¥tifi|  perfqa^  by.Purfclxc5* 
How  (hpuUi  We  rejoice  ibea  tQ.4^nternpfeue  our 
vipariaus  Righteoufnefs  I  That  which  ia  jntiroducod . 
by  our  condcfcending  SURETY]  < 

JESUS' CHRISTy  the  Surety  for  U?  iofo^^ 
vent  Wretches,  mside  Himfelf  fubjeft  tp  this  La,w^  • 
And  thougli^  in  its  Threaiteniogs^  the  coadeovni^ 
Power  of  Sin  if  f©t  in  tfirible  Array ;.  thpug^,.  in^  * 
its  Commands,  the  very  Perfedion  of  Obediwice 
is  moft.eerei9pt9riIy  iufiftodo^i  Hea&ed  i^oMiti- 
gatioa  of  its  Severity,   nof  ^any  AbAteoient  of  itf 
Demands.     **  Lol  come^  (aid  He>.  to  pay  the  ut* 
««  tcrmoft  Tartbipgojj  the  DeJ)t,  to  do  cye^ry  Jot 
«  and  Tittle  of  -th^  Pvty/'    That  fo  his  Rightc-  . 
ouiiiefs>  arifing  to  View,,  from  the  fevereft  Trial, 
by  the  exadleft  Rule,   might,  like  Gold  from  the 
Furnace,  fliine  with  all  pofEble  liuftrew 

His  Rtghteoufnefe  flowed  from  Uiofe  beft  of  Prin^ 
ciples,  fupreme  Love  to  GOD^  and  unfeigi^^ 
Affection  to  Men.  Beginning  at  thefc  two  SourQeJs» 
let  Us  trace  our  LORD's  Obedience,  through 
forae  little.  Part  pf  its  illuftrious  Progrefs. — If,  as 
We  proceed.  We  are  enabled  to  fee  ,thaf  Ju/l  One^  ^ 
perhaps.  We  fball  no  loiter  be  offended  or  fur- 
prifed,  at  the  firft  and  great  Command  of  the  Gol^ 
peL  This  is  bis  ,Conimfindmenty  which  has  the  Pre- 
cedence to  all  others,  that  We  fbould  believe  on  tie 
Nam  of  his  Son  JESUS  CHUISt*^    Not/ 

that 
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that  We  lliould  do  any  Thing  to  obuin  Life,  but 
that  We  ihould  heHfVi  on  his  beloved  SON;  and 
live  by  what  H  £»  die  bleiled  Sabftitute  for  Sin^ 
nerSy  hat  done. 

His  Delight  in  G  O  D  was  confpicuous,  even 
from  his  early  Years.  The  facred  Solemnides  of 
the  Sanduary,  were  more  engaging  to  his  youth* 
ful  Mind,  than  al^  the  Entertainments  of  a  Fefti* 
val.-^When  He  entered  upon  his  Miniftry,  wboU 
Nights  were  not  too  long  for  his  copious  Devotions. 
The  lonely  Retirements  of  the  Defart,  as  afford- 
ing Opportunity  for  undifturbed  Communion  with 
GOD,  were  more  defiraWe  to  CHRIST^  than 
the  Applaufes  of  an  admiring  World. 

So  ceafelefs  and  tranfcendent  was  his  Love  to 
GOD,  that  He  never  fought  any  feparate  Pleafure 
of  his  own  5  but  always  did  thofe  Things,  which 
were  pleafmg  in  his  FAT  H  E  R's  Sight,  m/l  ye 
ndU  that  I  muft  he  about  my  FJTHEKs  Bufimfif 
was  the  Rule  of  his  Childhood^  and  the' leading 
Maxim  of  his  whole  Life.  In  doing  this.  He  took 
unfpeakable  Satisfaction :  in  doing  this.  He  was 
abfolutely  indefatigable^  It  was  his  Meat  and  Drini, 
refreshing  as  the  richeft  Food,  delightful  as  royai 
Dainties,  to  finijh  the  Work  that  ^as  given  ICm  ta 
do*. 

How  wakeful  and  jealous  was  his  Concern  for 
the  divine  Honour !  I  hear  the  vilcft  Reproaches 
caf{  upon  his  own  Chara<5ler :  I  fee  the  moft  horrid 
Iridignities  offered  to  his  own  Perfon.  Yet  no  re- 
ftntful  Emotion  reddens  in  bis  Cheek;  not  one 
angry  Syllable  ftarts  from  his  Mouth.  But  when 
mercenary  Wretches  prophane  the  Temple,  and 
"Vol.  IIL  D  turn 
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turn  tbi^H^ufi  of  Prayer  into  a  Dtn  of  me^u\  then 
his  generous  Bofom  throbs  with  Zeal;  then  He 
inakes  his  Tongue  like  a  (harp  Sword ;  and  hayifig 
firft  fcvcrely  rebuked,  afterwards  refolutely  expels, 
the  facrilegious  Intruders. — Indeed,  his  Zeal  for 
the  Houfe  of  the  LORD  and  for  the  Purity  of  bis 
Ordinances,  is  reprefented  by  the  evangelical  Hifto- 
rian,  as  eating  Him  up  *.     Like  a  heavenly  Flame, 
glowing  in  his  Breaft,  it  fometime^  fired  Him  with 
a  graceful  Indignation;  fometimes  melted  Him  in- 
to godly  Sorrow ;   always  broke  forth  and  exerted 
itfelf  in  a  Variety  of  vigorous  Efforts  ;  till  it  even 
,  confumed  his  vital  Spirits, 

So  a£bive  and  unremitted  was  the  Obedience  of 
the  bleffcd  JESUS^  that  the  Sun  did  not  enter 
upon  his  Morning  Race  with  a  more  conflant  Affi-» 
duity,  nor  difpatch  his  daily  Circuit  with  greater 
Expedition.  And  fure  I  am,  that  radiant  Lumi- 
nary never  difpenfed  Beams,  half  fo  bright,  or  a 
thoufandth  Part  fo  beneficial. — Short  was  his  Span, 
bat  how  grand  and  extenfive  were  his  Services.  So 
grandy  that  they  bring  more  Glory  to  GOD,  than 
all  the  Adminiftrations  of  Providence,  and  all  the 
Phenomena  of  Nature.  So  extenfive^  that  they 
fpread,  in  their  gracious  Efficacy,  to  the  Ends  of 
the  Earth,  and  to  the  clofing  Period  of  Time. 
Nay,  they  will  difFufe  their  biefled  Influence  even 
t<vthe  celeftial  World,  and  have  no  other  Limits  of 
their  Duration  than  the  Ages  of  Eternity. 

Who    can    declare    the   Chari^   of   JESVS 

CHRIST?  It  was  ardent :  it  was  unintennitted : 

it  w^  unbounded.     Though  alwajrs  ferene  and  fe- 

rious,  li^was  never  fuUenly  grave.    His  Conver- 

,    .    '  ■  fadoa 

♦  Joh«  a.  I7» 


fiitibn  was  Affabiiiiljr  itfdf,  and  the  Law  of  Kind- 
nefs  dwelt  on  hii  Lips*  What  fretted  and  cha- 
grined the  DiA:iptes,  madb  nol  the  leaft  ruffling  Im- 
preffion.on  their  LORD.  The  rude  and  troublei^' 
fome  Behaviour  o^  Some,  the  weak  and  impertinent: 
Talkof  Others,  fetved  only  to  difplay  the  unalter- 
able Mildnefs  of  his  Temper. 

Nothing  could  imbitter  his  Spirit.  Even  tho 
Wicked  and  Unthankful  were  Partakers,  ample 
Partakers  of  his  Benevolence.  Who  ever  applied 
to  Hiln  in  vain  ?  When  did  He  difmifs  any  needy 
Petitioner,  without  the  defired  BlefBng?  What 
heavy  Burden  did  He  not  unloofe  ?  What  affliftive 
Evil  did  He  not  remove  ?  He  even  took  their  Infir- 
mities^ and  bare  their  Sicknejfes  *.  In  all  their  Af- 
ilidions  He  wa3  affli£ted.  His  tender  fympathizing 
Heart  felt,  as  it  were,  the  Miferies  of  Others} 
and  was  as  ready  to  fuccour  them,  as  if  the  Com- 
plaints and  Sorrows  had  been  his  own. 

He  not  only  relieved,  when  his  Aid  was  im*^ 
plored,  but  prevented  the  ExpeSations  of  the  Dif- 
trefled.  He  went  about  doing  Good  \ ;  feeking  the 
Afflifted,  and  offering  his  AfEftance.  With  great 
Fatigue  X^  He  traveled  to  remote  Cities;  with  no 

left 

•  Matt  viii.  17.  t  AOs  %.  38. 

J  ySSUSf  being  ^t9Xy  njuith  his  Jtmrhejft  i«aai(ib  nW 
John  iv.  6. — Aui  is  thus  explained  by  a  Greek  Commen-^ 
tator,  ftflrXtff,  xs»  »i  ikfxji*  Oar  LORD  fat  down,  wifj&- 
cut  Ceremony  and  nmthout  Complaint^  even  on  the  rough 
unfitrm£bed  Place:  contented  to  ujGttt,  juft  as  He  found 
it  s  neither  defiring  a  fofter  Seat,  nor  wiflung  for  any 
better  Acconimodation.-«-I  rather  think,  the  Adverb  re- 
fers to  the  preceding  Adjedive  xixcmaxtfcy  which  fignifics 
a  State  of  very  great  Fatigue;  weakening  a  Perfon  to 
fuch  a  Degree,  that  He  can  IttrcHy  walk  with  fteady 
D  ^  Steps, 
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lefs  Condercenfion,  He  vifited  the  meaneft  Vil« 
lages.  That  All  might  have  the  Honour,  and  AH 
the  Benefit,  of  his  healing  Prefcnce  and  hhyttilf 
Jtnftruftions. 

He  gave  Sight  *,  and  all  the  ligfeeable  Scth^df 
Nature,  to  the  Blind  i  Health,  and  all  th6  diiite 
Comforts  of  Life,  to  the  Diieafed*  He  ex^te^l 
malevolent  raging  Dannons ;  and  i^fton^d^  Mrhiaf  i4 
mor^  precious  than  the  Light  of  the  Bodj,  ''oi^'^the 
Vigour  of  Conftittttion,  the  calm  P^effloU  bf  "iSck 
intetleaual  Faculties.-^What  ^^vi/i^jfi/f/ty^^  zil\}St 
preceding  Bleflirtgs,  He  delivered  the-  wre€^'^ 
^^oul' front  the  Dominion  of  Dkiltnefi,  aiid.ftoiik 
the  Tyranny  of  Siri.  He  made  his  FolWwew^Pir- 
takers  of  a  divine  >?ature,  and  prepared  them  Ibr  a 
State  of  never-ending  BHfs, 

Such  pricelefs  Treafurcs  of  Wifdom  arid  FciftS- 
ficence  flowed  from  his  Tongue,  and  weit  potffed 
from  his  Hands  f— How  diffeitnt  thde  Ttiuifespfis 
bf  Mercy,  from  the  Trophies  erefted,  %  wild' Am-, 
bition,  in  the  bloody  ¥k\d  !  If  Htathims  cd^bratel 
thofe  mighty  Butcher^,  wb»  made  Cities '  thetr 
Slaughter-houfei  made  half  the  Globe  their  ShMi* 

^    •  ^  •   -^      bW; 

Steps,  or  even  filln  an  ufright  Att\t\x6t.  The  fahied 
Hiftorian  fcems  to  mean,  that  our  LORD  fat  in  fuch 
a  Poilure,  ^s  beijpioke  the  Laffitade  of  jbis  Bo^)!;  ^- 

clarcd  the  failure  of  his  Spirits ;  ^ndijbe'wed  Him  tou.l^ 
almoft  fpent,  with  the  Heat  of  theDay*  ^d.t)ieTojilof 
Travelings  ,  Which  Circui^apce  gives  a  inoft  beatiHfttl 
Heightninz  io  his  Ch^ty  and  2qaU  fo  generoifily  9x^(9 
fuccefsfully  exerted  in  the  following  Conference. 

*  E^dfit^dla VB &U7m99  is  the  delicate andnQlile ^xf^xj^f- 
£on  of  the  £vangeli^,  tuke  vji.  21.  £&  maJe  them  a  Pr^ 
tfjit  of  Sight.  Silver  and  Gold  had  He  none.  But  th^ 
were  his  Gifta;  fuch  were  hi*  ^Jms.  God-lijcp  B^nc- 
ftcenc?  indeed  1  i    .^ 
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t  /^.     '^  .;.-       r  ■  -.•  ....  .       ..      r^ 

I  jblpsv;  ^and  mcafured  their  Merit,  by  the  Deyafta* 

I  tions  tbey  fpread ;  how  Ihould  Chriflians  admire 

'  this  heavenly  B  E  N  fe  F  AC  TOR,  who  rofe  upon 

I  '       ijii  ^«tel^4»Wo^l4>  with  Healing  under  his  Wings  \ 
^  Who  diftributcd*   far  and  near,   the  unfpeakably' 

I  fich  Qi{t^K>i  Knowledge  and  Holinefs,  of  tempo- 

I  ii^al  U^pt|i<qfe  and  eternal  Joy ! 

Jfjor  wey^  tjiefe  righteous  A<Ss  his  ftrange  Work, ' 
4H|t  fcis  refiifUJ^  U^  hurfyj  his  almoft  /»ff^«/  Em- 
ploy, .  Som(;tim«§f  We  bear  him  preaching  in  the' 
TcfBpJ^,  o^.publifbjpg  his  glad  Tidings  in  the  Sy-' 
J^MPg^^'  Sometimes, We  fee  Him  furrounded  with' 
JIftf ning^  Crouds,  in  ^  private  Houfe  j  or  bringing 
/orth  tjiegpod  Things  of  his  Gofpel  on  the  Deck 
of  a  Ship.     At  other  Ti^es,  He  takes  a  Mountain 
Ibr  }ris  Pi|lpi^5  th^H^ave^s  are  his  Sounding-board ; ' 
and  all  that  hif^i  Ears  U  har,  are  invited  to  be  hisi 
Audie|ice.-rr^<  He  preached  Holinefs,  fays  an  in- 
^*  geiiious  Wtker,  to  Mens  Eyes  no  lefs  than  their 
.*'  Ear$»"    Yes  J  his  whole  Life  was  a  continual 
Jjeflureof  the  fublimeft  Piety,  of  the  moft  refined 
Morality,   <rf  Virtue  truly  divine.    And  which  is 
to  Us  the  crowning  Circumftance,  all  this  was  not 
barely  for  our  Imitation^   but  for  our  JuJUficatim 
iXkk  *.    Tq  be  a  lovely  and  inviting  Model  for  the 
•  flrftj 

*  The  Reader,  I  hope,  will  conftantly  advert  to  this 
Kcmark^  Otherwife,  He  will  lofe,  even  in  t|ie  Evan-, 
gdifts  themfelve^,  what  is  moft  evangelical.  That  our 
IfiORD's  Life  was  exemplary;  was  fublimcly  pcrfedl; 
and  a  Pattern  for  bur  Imitation.;  all  this  is  ftriftly  truis 
Put  in  all  this,  there  is  nothing  of  genuine  Go/pet. 
H^re  arc  no  Glad-tidings  for  an  impotent  aiid  ruined  Crea- 
ture; Only  a  confummate  Copy  for  a  withered  Hand  to 
TOnfciribe. 

"^Wheteas,  if  We  believe,  th^tfn  all  this  C^^/^ST 
^ftcd  as  our  Surety  and  Repilfentative :  that  by  all  thii, 
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firfti  to  be  z  fare  and  immoveable  Ground  for  the 

lift- 

I)oes  He  lay  afide  his  folemn  Office  ?  k  is  onljr 
to  carry  on  the  fame  generous  Defign  in  a  more 
condefcending  and  familiar  Manner.  If  He  meets 
with  the  Pharifeesy  He  difcovers  their  Errors^,  and. 
reproves  their  Vices  j  He  confutes  their  Obje£iions» 
and  (in  cafe  they  are  not  abfolutely  inacceffible  to 
wife  Counfel)  rcftifies  their  Miftakes.  If  He  vouch-.- 
fafes  to  be  prefent  at  a  Feaft,  He fumifhes  thericheft^ 
incomparably  the  richcft  Part  of  the  Treat.  Itnuy 
and  Aim  are  und^r  bis  Tongue*.  He  inculcates  Low*, 
linefs  of  Mind  on  the  vain  f ;  He  recommends  difin^ 
terefted  Charity  to  the  Selfifli  | ;  and  promifes  Par^ 
don  to  the  weeping  penitent  ^.-^U  He  retired  from 
ether  Company,  and  attended  only  by  his  own  Fa*, 
mily  i  His  Conveirfation  is  a  Sermon^  Whether 
He  fit  in  the  inner  Chamber,  or  travel  on  the  pub-» 
lie  Road,  or  walk  dirough  the  Corn-fields,  He  is 
ftill  profecuting  his  great  Work ;  training  up  his. 
Pifciples  for  their  facred  Funftion ;  and  revealing 
00  diem  thofe  Oracles  of  Heaven,  which  they  m^f 
communicate  to  remote  Nations,  and  tranfmit  tp 
4iftant  Ages. — Is  He  retired  from  all  Company  ? 

JEven 
He  wrought  a  Righteoufnefs,  which,  in  the  Judgment 
and  Cpnflruaio^  of  the  Law,  i$  really  ours :  that 
GOD  imputes  this  Righteoufnefs  to  Us,  and  will  deai 
with  tFs  according  to  its  Defert :  when  We  believe  this, 
We  fee  the  Light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel,  ^d  enter  into 
the  unfearchable  ^.iches  of  CHRIST.  This  gives  an 
additional  Beauty,  an  exquifite  and  inexpreffible  Charm 
to  all  the  Aaions  and  Virtues,  all  the  Trials  and  Suffer- 
tngi  of  our  bleffed  Mailer.  He  was  holy  and  righteous^ 
Act  as  a  private  Perfon,  not  for  Hijnfelf  alone,  but  for 
Us  Sinners,  and  our  Juftification.     Jmen/  Hallelujah!] 

•  Cant.  iv.  ii.      -f  Lujje  xiv.  8.      %  Luke  iiv.  it. 
jlI'Ljuke  vii.  48.  .. 


i»fct  7.       AsPASio  to  Theron;  ^i^^^ 

'  Even  then  He  docs  not  difcontinuc  his  Laboiirs  eJT 
Love,    but  adds  the  fervent  Intcrceffions  of  ths 
Night,  to' the  charitable  Toils  of  the  Day,    Whin 
2II  but  Himfelf,  lay  funk  in  foft  Repofe,  this  AD-. 

•  VOCATE  for  a  guilty  World,  was  engaged  in 
;Cn  Ejccrcife  of  Benevolence ;  which,  though  fccret 
^nd  unobfcrVed  as  the  falling  Dews,  was  far  mor«^ 
beneficial  to  our  beft  Interefts,  than  thofe  pearly. 
Difops  to  the  languifhing  Herbs. 
.  Unparalleled  Benignity  !  He  forgot  his  daily 
Food,  negU£fed  his  necefiary  Reft,  to  fpend  and  bo 
fpent  for  the  Salvation  of  Mankind.  Neither  the 
Hardlhips  of  continual  Self-denial,  nor  the  Calum* 
nies  of  envenomed  Tongues,  could  divert  Him  from 
purfuing  this  favourite  Bufinefs. — ^He  fought  none 
of  your  Honours,  coveted  none  of  your  Rewards, 
O  ye  Children  of  Men  !  What  He  fought,  what 
ii?xoveted,  was,  to  wear  out  his  Life  in  your  Ser* 
vice,  and  lay  it  down  for  your  Ranfom*  This  wa» 
all  his  Defire,  and  this  indeed  He  defired  carneftly,* 
—Belonged  (beneficent,  bleffed  BEING!)  H^ 
longed  for  the  fatal  Hour.  He  feverely  rebuked 
one  of  his  Difciples,  who  would  haVe  difiuaded 
Him  frpm  going  as  a  Voluntier  to  the  Crofs.  H« 
was  fVQnJiraitened  *,  under  a  iCind  of  holy  UneaJi- 

ne&y 

*  Lukexii.  50.  The  original  Word  Qjnyoi/uu  kcms 
to  cxprefs  the  Condition  of  a  Perfon,  wedged  in,  pa 
every  Side,  by  a  tumultuous  Throng  of  People.  Hi* 
Hands  are  hampered,  and  his  Body  is  confined  in  a 
moving  Prifon :  He  pants  for  Breath,  and  is  almoft 
fiifled  in  the  Crowd. — How  muft  fuch  a  One  long  to  be 
dt/engagtd  from  thefe  <very  vneafy  Circumftanccs  \  With 
equal  Ardour  did  our  moft  beneficent  LORD  de/irc 
thofe  Sufferings,  which  wer^  to  overwhelm  Him  with 
Pifbefs;  but  exalt  L^i  toHappincfsj  were  to  bathe  hii 
•   D  4  Limbf 


5^  Aft?  A  s  10 :  ta  Thb  ftOK»      Leu  9J 

pofs^  tiU  the  dn^{ul  Worti  i^it.  ilcmmplifhMi.;. 
till  ile.,wa$  htptifti.fmib  ib*^:B^iJk  pf  bUySnffm^ 
/8i:^> .bajtbei in  &lppd»  4ad plunged inPeatfa* 

By/tbJA  m9ftj9<ai(ori<iuftObodiesiosaiii£katb# 
wb^t/did  Ifejdot  d^vi?  What  did  Ife'iiotifsKM 
tfgfjr  f  He  p]:ocurfid  t)mi%  tJieftioaUe  fil^flbij^  ifatt 
Pardon  of  Sin>  and^Rcxgbnctti»tipn.withlOOI3|• 
Procured  theal  -(O !  Love  iiaamriittd.ahdAijnineiai^ 
fitral^Ie  *)  for  Psodigajs,  ^.for  Tnuton^:  >  fdifei:]^ebiBln 
•^To  this  U  is  twingv.liiat  Wc,  .uriia  iveni j^ner* 
mies  a6.3inftGO.Xi1  may  calLthf^  KIKG^df 
Heaven  our  Father;  may  have  freer  Atiiefe^.lfe 
Him  in  all  our  Difficulties ;  and  may  hope  to  reign 
with  Hitti  in  everiaftii^  QlAf^.  '      "        ^ 

Was  evef?  Goodnefe  liko^this  Gnod^oQ  ♦  ?  W^ 
^ycr Bieffings  comparaM^to  tbdte  BldfiAgs?  or  pur- 

chafei 


Limbs  b  Blood,  ^^ut  clean^,  our-^ouk  /i>oin  $in.< 
•p(Xo»,  fays  t)ie  faipe  Kiif^r^^ii,  &>*X^*  ^"  .^'^  avt^^wt^ 
Luii  vih,  45.  .         J    ... 

^  Codruss  it  is  true,  deyoted  Himfelf  to  Death  for  the 
Jthenians ;  aild  Curfius  threw  Himfelf  into  the  yawning 
Gutfv  for  the  PritfiervfittiiMi  of  the  Rummr.-^'^k  theft 
^iedy  bda^  xik^  Creatorea^  and  f »%.  Creatoseb  ;  >  whcie- 
^8»  the  dyjii]|.  ^££{7NS.wa£|Kite6Uy  innocentv  andii|- 
premely  glorious ;  *•  was  very  GOD,  of  very  GOD.^* 
— ^Thcfe  died,.'on!y  a iBffifc^dow their  Time;  mey  paid 
a  Debt,  for  which  the  iBevitaye  Law  of  Mortality  fcould 
foon have  diftrained^.  But  CHRIST  died,  <hcmj^ lie 
had  Lift  in  Himfelf  ^  He  f^rrendred,  ^yhat  was  whdly 
his  own;  and  what  None  could  have  taken  kojn'l^^ 
K«d  He  not  voluntarily  r^figned  it.-r-Thefe  died  for  thear 
valuable  /"rvw/^r,  for  their  affcdionate  Rtlations^  for  their 
native  Couxtry:  bat  CH91 1ST  died  for  Slaves,  forEfie- 
mi^s,  for  theUjiffodly* — They  died  znhoncuraiieDtSitk: 
but  CHRIST  Submitted  to  the  moSt  i^Mominious  Ewcti- 
tion  ;  CHRIST  expired  under  the  ImfiUtation  of  hoit^ 
ridCnmes;  CHRIST  bled  and  died  in  the  Form. of  «^ 


i         aUi^i<|riih^cb'A  Price  ^-^^flktbi,  mt  jdurfSl^ 
^  nrnSiffied^HoiSute^  yi^^itd)^  ^Itmikory  Ddiialtidtis  of 

I  Wifa^d^  fe^A  d»:£iuiigry  ^ifid-'dotbet  t)i«iNtiied, 

I  ain<|bemalJc6ittempiibleTrkks,ifi&ekiiioA^*ti^^ 

yWS  OS»i  iKingdetiis,  gareaaaWsrjF  in  Alnss^  if  vicir* 
cdr^riidthi'thisrmfiakcl^'iroUe  Heiiefioehc^^^  W^Id 
iii[dc!o>^uAlt]^ei&ine"FJgure)  as^tSpfl^  from  the 
&ni3n»i^eaitii»  r  liiider  die  .potent'  and  boundlds. 
Bla€^  '^(>t  KTooob.-^^Thi^^  is  indbed  l^o^i  tkat  pifffetb . 
^ntMid^'^^  :•>...   v.-        ■—    '      . 

.-i^Ivi  -^^  '-  1^  :' :  '      .      ■  ■  '  ■  .-   •  "     ■  ^^   *^ 

Amidft  all  thefe  Miracles,  of  Magmfioente  and 
^VlIoii&  fahy  end  of  wMcH  woulff^  have  iiititled 
Him- to  ''■  u^tivef fal  Admiration^ .  a^iid  everlaftihg  Ho>- 
JiouV)  how  humbk  was  our  S  AV I O  U  R  !  He  af- 
cribes  nothing  to  Himfelf.  His  FATHER  has 
thcrdlofy  of  aHhis^marvelou^Aas,  O  FJumility, 
-^Virtue  3ear  to  the  moft  High  G  O  D^  ^<1,  R?r 
^''  >■:  '.;. ,xj  'r"i    t    \'  .  ■  ..■■'.    culiarly. 

fxektai^HMeMa&6f.---*^*9l\  thefe  Inftaneefy  as  ^e  Msa^ 
veaiare  higher  t^aavtbet£sr^^  £:^  is,  CHM I SS^^  Lme 
gfteater  thaathmi  iMe^  ^sJPSilkfitltrtfy  faperior  tO'thtir  . 

•  j^.  iH.'  19.  Thi»  Eaeprcffion,  as  alfo  tke  frindfal 
CHrcvnifiBncewSiip^ibmjr  hinted  in  the  preceding  Ndte» 
^t^ismaA^(^  jMt  th&DikjiMify  of  lour.  LO-R  D.  Andiif. 
dMvths^£xpnBfliQfi.isibafce:ja&ifi«ble,.  the  Afibtidnis 
hafdl3^tntQ^  apoo  aily  other  8tij9|)o£tion.  A  Crtfaftire 
djrinp  fdra  Cleatu're^  is,  thoiighgrtat,  yet  not  THdomfrt- 
•biiJiiHr  GfucAUfi. :  But,  ^hen  'We  view  tfer  Stifferrngs 
of  lO^i^MlT,  1  strid  the  BldB^gi  of  ^  RedempHoti  fur- 
lOBwddl  widfc.aU. the^apfeodof  of  thc.DEITV ;  th(?y 
dazzle  oar  Und^ftaDding,  and  £11  Us  with  holy  Add-. 
fiifliiieBtv  They«  appear  to  lie  the  EffeEit  of  a  Love, 
neWp  CO)  foe  fpcuce  of  but  ini  the  Language  of  fFofidst^ 
-.^^yer:4K>  be  diought  of  but  with  an  Extafy  of  Delight. 


cuKarly  amiable  ih  Men— -never  didft  Thou  ^ppcMt 
in  fo  charming  z  Drefs,  or  ib -ftrtking  a  h\^^ 

.  At  his  Birth,  not  accommodated  with  an  'mp6^ 
rial  Palace,  or  a  Bed  ^  ^tatei  but  lodged  m  h 
Stable,  and  laid  in  a  Manger.— Aa  He  advtaced  in 
Years,  not  attended  with  a  royal  Equipage,  or  fop- 
plied  from  a  rofal  Revenue ;  but  labourmg  "^ith  his- 
own  Hands,  and  eaitiing  his  Bread  by  the  Sweat  of 
his  Brow.-<-When  He  entered  upon  his  miniflieriaL 
(Office,  not  the  leaft  oftenutious  Parait  appeared^ 
in  the  Performance  of  all  his  wonderful  Works*. 
His  Manner  was  as  n^odeft,  as  his  PoWer  was  mi*' 
raculo'us.  .So  far»  So  very  far  from  affeSing  die 
Acclamations  of  the  Populace,  that  He  often  iik« 
pofed  Silence  on  thofe  unfpeakably  indebted  Lipa^ 
which  were  eager  to  overflow  with  Praife,  and 
would  fain  have  been  the  Trumpets  of  his  Fame. 

Though  a  Voice  fjFom  Heaven  proclaimed  Him, 
The  BELOVED  of  his  Almighty  FATHER; 
He'difdained  not  to  own  the  ignoble  Charafter  of 
the  Carpenter's  Son  ♦.  Though  PRINCE  of  the 
Kings  of  the  Earthy  He  condefcended  to  wafh  the. 
Feet  of  mean  Fifliermen,  and  to.be  ht  this  Worlds* 
asOnethatferveth-^.  Though  PROPRIETOR 
of  the  Univerfe,  and  LORD  of  all.  He  was  con- 
tent to  be  more  deftitute  than  the  Fowls  of  the. 
Air,  or  the  Foxes  of  the  Defart  J :  more  deftitute 
(aftonifhing  Abafcmcnt!)  than  the  moft  infignifi^^ 
cant  and  moft  hated  Animals. 

^  Grandeur,  We  find,  is  apt  to  beget  ExpeSations 
of  fnperior  Regard,  Confequcntly,  gives  a  keener 
Edge  to  every  Affront,  and  renders  the.  Mind  more 
tienderly   fenfible  of  every  Difrefpc£l*     But  our 

LORD'S 
f  Matt.  xiii.  55.     f  Luke  xxii.  27.     J  Matt.  viii.  20, 


LO^RETs  Mieknefs  was  as  great  as  his  Dignity; 
and  th«>  through  a  Series  of  fucb  unfuferabk  Pro- 
vcAnMtlonsr^  as  were  equaled  by  nothing,  but  thd 
trartfcendcnt  Perfeftfons  of  his  Perfon,  and  die 
§we%tftef$  of  his  forgiving 'Graee. 

^hen  ridiculed  and  affronted,  He  calm^Iy  bore, 
an*  kindly  overiooked  the  Infult. — ^When  contra- 
di6ted  hy  petulant  ^ni  prefumptuous  Sinner?,  He  en- 
dured^ with  the  utmoft  Serenity  of  Temper,  their 
unreafonablc  Cavils,  and  their  obftinate  Perverfe- 
ncfi.— When  his  Invitations,  his  moft  endearing 
Jnntations,  were  ungratefully  and  ftubbofnly  i^- 
j«fted5  inftead  of  remitting.  Hie  renewed  them; 
and,  with  ftill  warmer  AfFccftion,  importuned  his 
Beyers,  not  to  forego  their  own  Felicity. — When 
all  the  winning  Arts  of  Perfuafion  were  ineffeftual. 
He  added  his  Te^a  to  his  flighted  Intreatics  ;  and 
lamented  as  a  Brother,  when  fcornfully  repulfed  as 
.a  Teacher. 

When  his  bloody  Sweat  tinged  the  Stones ;  when 
his  bitter  Cries  pierced  the  Clouds,  and  were  enough 
to  awaken  the  very  Rocks  into  Compaffion;  his 
pifeiples  flept ;  ftupidly  and  repeatedly  flept.  Did 
their  divine  but  flighted  MASTER  refent  the 
Unkindneft  ?  Did  he  rcfufe  to  admit  an  Excufe  for 
their  Difobedience  and  Negleft  ?  Yea,  He  made 
Aeir  Excufe ;  and  that  the  moft  tender  and  gra- 
cious imaginable ;  The  Spirit  is  willing^  but  the  Flejh 
is  iveak  *.  Admirable,  matchlefs  Candour !  rr- 
When  Wx  Enemies  had  nailed  Him  to  the  Crofs,  as 
the  bafeft  Slave,  and  moft  flagitious  Malefa^or ; 
when  they  were  glutting  their  Malice,  with  his  Sor- 
rows, his  Torments,  and  his  Blood  j  nay,  when 
>  .      *         they 

•.  M?itt.  xxvi,  41. 


f^  A^PA^ib  h  rnttxyii.      tut?  f: 

they  f{MM4  n<J*»td  Viftk  and  rfcvilc  riim;  ekn^jn 
Jiiilaft  Mpirrhg  Aj^onies ;  far,  very  ftr  froto  he^t^ 
txsSpomtkdi  this  HERO  of  Heavcfn  repafd'all 
tbetr  €onte0^>t  ^nd  Barbarity;  widi  tlie  itibft  Br- 
yant ^pplicatidtls  in  their  Behalf.  PjfTHf^'tt^ 
fwpVB  iiifftf  was  his  Prayer :  /bfy  the^  kneUf'^kot 
what  thif  dtf^f  WftsHis  Ple^'. '  Divine,  adorahle 
CompaffiMif  /* 

.  Nof  was  his  Refignation  Icfs  exemplary  tihaii^is 
j^eekneft.  He  Mrent  out  to  meet  Aftifiions,  when 
tl)«y  <i«fte  Jfi  hte  FATHER'S  Name,  and  com- 
miffioned  from  his  FATHER'S  Hand.  He  gavfc, 
withotit  the  leafl^  Rduftance,  his  B^ck  to  the  SmK 
ters  t,  -and  hid  not  his  Face  from  Shame  and  Spit- 
ting. Thoogh  his  Soul,  his  very  Soul  was  pene- 
{rated  with  the  ke^neft  Senfatlons  of  Anguifli  5  yet, 
no  impatient  Thbught  difcompofed  his  Mind,  n<» 
murmuring  Word  forced  its  Way  from  His  Lips. 
FATHERj  not  my  miU  hut  thine  be  done  t,  was 
\\i  Language ;  when  the  Sorrows  of  Death  com- 
psfltd  Himy  and  Pains,  ihexpreffibly  feveferrhan  the 
Pangs  of  Diflblutfon,  cam^  upon  Him.  When  they 
jgaped  upon  Him  with  their  Mouthy  andfnitfte  Him  upon 
the  Cheetr^roaehfuBy.  'When  his  Face  was'/oiJ  with 
JjnUing^  and  $n  his  Eye^tids  was  the  Shadow  of  Death. 
When  GOD  delivered  Him  to  the  Ungddly,  and  turned 
JtBm  4Ver  into  the  Hands  of  the  Wicked.     Tea,   when 

the 
,  •  Lukcicxiii.  34. 
f  f\i^T\smfkmtnto{  the  Scourgey  was  fo  dreadful  a 
Part  of  our  LORD's  Sufferings,  that  it  is  oru:e  and 
again  foretold,  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  I  ga^ve  my  Back 
totht  Stit't&sy  I.  6.  With  his  ^tripes  We  are  healed^  liii. 
J.  Horace^  "^YiO  knew  it  pcrfeftly  \yeU,  Aind  by  Y^oii, 
Coimtryffien  it  was  indifted,  ftyles  it  The  horribly 
St^ttrge  ;  BarribrU  fiffere  Flagelib, 

,1  liUke  xxii.  42. 


^^r(^jl^^^\f(n(L  Mqk^  Him  %t^k:  ^^«*  «<^M  ^akb. 

^Ivthjs^v^Diftrefti,  ^hougt^  ^xguifi^/ioidlailoAieem. 
a^le,^^e  finked,  not  by  tli^  Jcaft  irregular  Pcitmy 
J^ti^iijj  but  bpT^ed  hi9i'(ubmilSj¥»E[«adk  Wid  ki&d 
the  divine  Rod,  and  bleffed  his  very  M^$}c^^f«, ;  > 
„  ^^  f8KPqV3  ^  Ppet  ji^  cekbratc4  $3>fMm^iif\  Hk/s  : 

p^f^h.^g  !  .th^,/i^/ fliayi^dnvu:^,  «tcil,  iWd>iv«g?^ 
^\frv.  tk  ^4^  ^  ff^^r^  !  vQ  |, , tbaA,d9f|ci!|r 
!t!o^gj^  ^y  fp^ak,  xpf  hi?  jHononr^i'tiU  Hteaveortan4 
^ariK  rVojUJd  witj^  bis  Pr^ife.'^Hcre,^  Ye  Writwpi 
of  l^enr^Sjj  h^ej;^  a  l^^eme  wcsrfhy  ,<jf  y^ur  fiwft 
l^eic^pfiona,  r.ap^  .  ^9^?  ^han  equaj  tp  ijwiri  moft 
jnlargpd  Cap^cijti^5-jj  Lj?!:;  laajagiiMitjon,  fpre^iher 
bxJdif ft )ying }  Jet  pefcription  ffelea^hcxbrighteft 
ipoiours^  ]^tMqc^et^t  l^fc,  aUJbe^;\St^j^-1t 
will  be  impoi^bk  tp  f;rcee(j,  ^ w^Ue  23^  MJ^  tf 
J^Tjdrnth  is .theJ5ij^jc<a  of  yourStog^*.  In; Him 
jj^^ejls.ali  theJRHluefs  of  P«rfe<aipo,r  Iti  Himi  iUit 
^^bpl^ 'Chair  of  (i^'ue  '^d  /u^twf.Viftti©8;aboujMl 
5in^  %^^;  abpi»id  .witb^the  rkiiefi  V^edy^  jand 
&io.e  vr^th  the  h^heft  ^uftr<:« . .  Infioitiel^^fiirpafBi;^ 
|lbiat,  curious  Aflep3iWage..<^f  qoQiy  OdmtrwhAA 

^^':..      j.//     \  '.-     V-       ,       ^■.   .v.■\^.:^.     •>'   v^*Uca 

"  *  Thefc  tragical  Iipaj^^  ^re.  bofrowie^  from  the  Book 
ofj  %^,  who  was  an 'eroiheut  'l^yii^^^  a  A^ffi^riaig  SfA- 
tfOXJ%  '^opgh  tli^3i.  ar<?  the^^i^  £loqaQBCf  pf 
Wdj^/Aey/do  not  ejc^Wer^tc^  tbey  ca»not.exprcft,  that 
iJtotsi'ttown  Xrtguifh";  wni^h ,  jYcpng .a  bt^ody  Sweat  from 
dur. divine. ,M  AS T;EK!ik  Bpiy,,  s^^  Iprced  'frQm  hi$ 
Lips  fhat  J»€lanc^lQly,3pxcIa^»tio|^ — Sfy  ^oul  If  firr9^' 
ful^^e'xceeding  f9rro'wfuly^rf:9n$^4tl  ^ofn  tm^o  l^tb^  Set 
Jot  xvi. 


(Fi  AsPASio  /«  t»i»Roii.       hcti  yti 

ftudd^d  the  Aarpmc  B«eaft-p]ate  * ;  and,  as  fef  2» 
farthly  Things  can  rcprefcnt  heavtnly,  typefied  the 
Splendor  and  Excellency  of  our  REDEEMER'S 
HighteoufneTs. 

In  all  this.  He  aiied  and  He  fuffcred,  as  QOD*» 
righteous  Servant,  and  as  his  People's r/f^^i^i  Surety^ 
—By  all  this.  He  fulfilled  every  Jot  and  Tittle  of 
the  divine  Law ;  nay.  He  more  than  fulfilled,  Hs 
magnified  it.  He  gave  it,  fublime  at^d  extenfive  a« 
it  is,  good  Meafuriy  prejjid  downy  and  Jbaken  toge* 
tber^  and  running  ovtr  \. — Shall  You  or  I  then  fay, 
or  fo  much  as  fufpeft,  in  our  Hearts  ?  **  CHRIST^ 
<'  has  not  done  enough.  All  this  is  not  fufficienf 
*«  for  our  Juftific4tion,  unlefs  We  complete  it  with, 
•*  fomething  of  our  own  V* 

He  defied  the  moft  vigilant  of  his  Enemies  to  con- 
vince him  of  Sin  or  Defefi. — A  far  more  fagacious 
Adverfary  than  the  Scribes  and  PharlfeeS,  could  de- 
tcft  no  Blemifli,  no  Error,  in  our  LORD  JESUS., 
The  Prince  of  this  TVorldy  that  infernal  Tyrant,  who 
had  deceived  and  enflaved  all  the  Nations  of  the 
Earth,  came  and  found  nothing  in  Him  J  5  npt  the-  ' 
leaft  Corruption  in  his  Nature,  nor  the  leafl:  Fai-. 
lure  in  his  Obedience. — ^Nay  5  that  Accufer  of  the:- 
Brethren,  notwithftanding  all  his  Malignity,  could' 
not  but  acknowledge  the  unfpptted  San(Sity  of  our 
LORD;  /  know  Thee^  who  Thou  artj  the  Holy 
One  of  GOD. 

He  hath  done  all  Things  weU\  Was,  not  barely  the 
Voice  of  his  Difciples,  but  the  general  Acclama-" 
tion  of  the  People.     Or,   the  Words  may  be  ren- 
dered, 

•  Exod.  3ixviiL  17,  iS,  19,  20.  f  Luke  vi,  38* 

J  John  xiv.  30. 


d^r^i  M%  bftA.  dcffic  all  TJtin^  fmly  and  grati- 
fiiUy  * ;,  wit^.^v.?jy.CircuxBflbmce,  that  conftitut«» 
thc,Prqpr|pty.»i|d  Dignity,  tlwi  Ujiility  and  Beauty^ 
of  A£lion,  Has  He  not  then  done  enough,  tc^^o-^ 
cure  the  divine  Good-will,  even  for  the  guiltieiO:  of 

]VIankin4? 

.  /  Ikav^  glorified  That  on  Earth  f,  was  his  own  Pro- 
fefiipn.  before  the  mpft  High  GOD.  I  have  glori-. 
fied  Thee,  in  all  that  I  a£fed,  in  all  that  I  uttered^ 
in  all  that  I  fufiercd^  I  have  difplayed  the  Beau- 
tic^  of  thy  Holinefs,  the  Rjches  of  thy  Grace,  and- 
tjic  Honour  of  all  thy  Attributes.  So  that  all  thy 
ajsniable,  thy  naajeftic,  thy  adorable  Perfeftion^, 
^e  now.feen  in  the  deareft  Mirror,  and  in  the 
bf  iehteft  Light  J. 

GOD 

*  Mark  vH,  37.  KoXtf^  In  this  tnflanoq,  and  thrott^h- 
out  all  the  Gofpel»  it  is  very  obfcryable;  that  the  Praife, 
which*  our  LORD  receives,  comes  not  from  the  Pen  of 
the  Kiilorian,  nor  from  the  Mottth  of  his  Frieads^  but 
from  the  Lips  of  Strartgtrs  or  Eftemiesr^from  the  Officer?^ 
ienit  to  apprehend  HimT-from  the  Jodge^  appointed  to  . 
examine  Him — from  the  Centurion,  who  prefided  at  hi$. 
£xecuticn^-r*and  from  thofe  apoftate  Spirits,  whofe  Do- 
minion He  came  to  deftroy.    A  Cfrcumftance,   which, 
gives  incomparable  Weigh  to  this  Teftimony,   and  in;* 
comparable  Lufire  to  CHRIST.^9  Charaftcr.    It  pw- 
Ifttt'ts  Us  like  wife  with  a  raoft  delicate  Peculiarity,  whicl| 
We  muft  not  expert  to  find  in  any  other- biographical, 
Wnters*  '-'.." 

t  John  xvii.  4. 

J  Therefore  CBRISTU  called  ««»»Cw]^  w  ^u 
iki.  i.  3.  In  other  Obje£ls,  We  have  only  fome  ob« 
fcure  Footfteps,  or  dim  Traces,  of  one  or  two  divine 
Perfections ;  here  We  have  the  nuhole  Gldry  of  the  G  O  D- 
H  ]£  A  D.  Nay,  here  We  have  the  nfcry  Brightnefs  of  the 
FATHER'S  Glory;  or,  all  the  uncreated  ExccllcDcies^ 
beam  forth  with  adequate,  that  is,  with  ineffable  and  in* 
finite  Splendor.  6 


<30]>  alio,  yAio  iflcbe  fupreme  Standard  aild 
unefTffiigJtidgevf  ExceHencf,  bore*  his  TdHmonir 
to  our  Vleied  MEDIATOR.  He  fpolte  it  once, 
yea  twite,  and  with  a  Voice  from  Heaveii.~Iii  die 
C^nftitatioh  of  the  material  World,  when  it  came 
ftomthe  CREATOR'S  Hand,  Omnifcienceitfelf 
could  dtftern  no  Flaw.  Neither  comW  Jufttce  itfelf> 
«pon  the  ftri£teft  Enquiry,  difcover  any  Failure  iii 
the  Obedience  of  our  SURETY.  As  therefore 
it  was  faid,  concerning  the  Works  of  Creation» 
Thiy  are  kit  very  g9od  ^  i  So  was  it  faid,  and  by 
the  fame*  Ahnighty  MAJESTY,  concerning  the 
SAVIOUR  of  Sinners,  In  Mm  /  am  wS 
fkafii^. 

This,  for  ought  I  know,  is  the  capital  Sentence 
in  the  Book  of  GOD,  As  no  Truth  is  of  greater 
or  of  equal  Importance,  fo  none  was  ever  confirmed 
by  Witnefles  fo  unexceptionable,  and  diftinguifhed  * 
with  Circuinftances  fo  auguft. — ^Let  Us,  for  a  Mo* 
ment,  examine  the  Circumftances.  They  are  per- 
tinent  to  oiir  SubjeS.  They  will  ilrike  Us  with 
Wonder;  and,  I  hope,  fill  Us  with  Comfort.-* 
You,  TherMj  are  an  Admirer  of  fublime  Senti- 
ments, and  grand  Scenery.  Here  You  will  find 
both  difplayed  in  their  utmoft  Perfedion. 
,  Lo  !  the  Heavens  were  opened  unto  Himy  and  Hi 
Jaw  the  SPIRIT  0/  G  ODy  defending  like  a  Dvoe^ 
end  lighting  upon  Km.  And  h  !  a  Voice  froHi  Hea- 
veny  faying ;  This  ii  my  hetoved  Son^  in  whom  I  am 
well  pleafed. — ^The  Word  Lo^  is  twice  ufed,  in  this  , 
ihort  Narrative.  To  engage  and  fix  our  Atten- 
tion, as  on  a  Faft  deeply  to  be  regarded,  accom- 
panied with  Words  ever  to  be  remembered.— 7^/ 

Heavens 
♦  Gen.  1.31.  t  Matt.  uL  17.    . 
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U^ffH^WP^i  6p0M0j.  :  Qncm  the  gceat  ackl  wide 
l^eaj^MHfid^'y  a^  t:MFm^^i<»^of  the  World 
v^^ljf,  dif(^Y^i>'.  Npir^tiie  'incomparably  wider 
^XfP^fffeof  ;be  ^kie$>  rf  ^^afupder^^nd  the  Reaims 
©I'.Glory  are  difclofed>torView.---Aiid  are  the  oyf-. 
t^i  Cati(aaiQfolde4?  Do  the  eveidafting  Doors  lift 
up  thei^  Head&^f  W^  th^»  or  Whom  may  We 
cypcft  to  fee?        ,    . 

S^dl  W^rfee  ^ijgdiapd  Archangels  coming 
doViff  ^  Jjrf^^^  Jf.StfS  af  Namrtih,  to  pay  Him 
Hpmage,  and  4p  Hun  Serviced  With  this  Re- 
tinue He  will,  ;n  4u^  Tiine^  rappear.  But  this  k 
fiur  beneath  the  Dignity  of  the  grefcnt  Occafion.-*^ 
Shall  We  fee  Mofes  the  great  Lawgiver,  who  con* 
v^fed  wiA  G  O  D  Face  to  Facp,  as  a  Man  con- 
vcricth  wjth  hifi  F^riend?  Shall  We  fee  Elijah  the 
venerable  Prophet,  who  entered  the  Regions  of  Life 
and  Immprifeility*  without  paffing  through  the  Vale 
of  Death  ? .  T>^fc  illuftrious  Saints  .will*  ere  long, 
atteAd  ofi  tjie  hply  Mount,  and  la;  all  .their  Honours 
at'tjie  Feet  of  tfeeir  LOR  D.-rJ3ut  now,  ONE 
infinitely  greater  than  Ahfes  and  EUjab^  ONE 
infinitely  fuperior  to  all  the  heavenly  Hofts,  even 
the  divine  SPIRIT  defcends,  ali^hts^  and  abides 
upon  JE  S  JJS*  To  dignify,  beyond  Compare, 
hi9  Perfon ;  and  give  ineftimable  Merit  to  all  his 
A£lion?. 

Tbis^  though  great  and  marvelous,  is  not  the 
Whole  of  the  magnificent  Atteftation.  A  Voice, 
not  from  the  utmoft  Parts  of  the  Earth,  but  a  Voice 
from  the  Heaven  of  Heavens  is  heard.  That  Voice, 
which  fpoke  on  SiTUJty  and  the  Mountains  trembled  ; 
that  Voice,  which  fpoke  at  the  Beginning,  and 
the  World  was  made  5  that  Voice  fpeaks  at  our 

Vol,  IlL  E  SA- 
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S  A  V I O  U  R*9  Baptiffn.-*-And  what  h  the  Pur- 
port of  the  Speech  ?  We  have  Reafon  to  liftcn  moBt 
attentively.  Our  All  depends  upon  the  Vcrdid* 
If  any  Iniqirity,  or  any  Mifearrkge,  be  chargeable 
on  this  our  Surety,  We  are  undone  irrecoverably.' 
That  Voice,  after  a  general  Survey  of  Mankind^ 
once  declared ;  There  is  None  righteous y  no^  not  (hm. 
But,  to  our  inexpreffible  Confolation  it  proclaims 
concerning  JESUS  CHRIST,  THIS  IS  MY 
BELOVED  SON,  IN  WHOM  I  AM 
WELL  PLEASED. 

.  H  E,  who  dwells  in  Light  inacceffible,  declares 
concerning  CHR  IS  T\  This  is,  not  my  Creature^ 
but  My  Son.  Poffeffed  of  the  fame  divine  Nature, 
and  of  ali  my  incommunicable  Attributes.— 4Je  is 
my  beloved  Son.^  Who  lay  in  my  Bofom  from  Eter- 
nity, and  is  the  one  adequate  ObjeA  of  my  infinite 
Affbftion.  *  The  higheft  Angels  are  too  low ;  fallen 
Man  is  too  mean  ;  and  JESUS  al^e  is  my  Be- 
loved.—In  Him  I  am  pleafedi  in  Him  I  am  well 
f  leafed.  He  is  the  Center  of  my  Approbation.  On 
Him  all  my  Complacency  refts.  And  all  other  Be- 
ings find  Favour  in  my  Sight,  only  as  they  are  in- 
terefted  in  Him,  or  ftand  related  to  Him. 

After  hearing  this  Voice  from  the  excellent  Glory y 
can  there  be  any  Caufe  to  wonder,  can  W©  have 
any  Ground  to  complain,  that  there  is  no  othor 
Recommendation  to  the  fupreme  MAJESTY, 
than  the  Perfon  and  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST. 
No  Words,  no  Works,  no  Chara<aerfi,  but  thofe 
which  have  been  ftamped  witih  the  Bfoad-feal  of 
Heaven,  as  truly  divine ;  and  are  the  one  grand 
Obje<a  <rf  G  O  D's  cvcrlafting  Good- will  and  in- 
«ffable*Dfclight? 
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You  toek 'Notice^  and  very  juftljr,  how  tAuck 
thre  Produftions  of  Natiire  e^^ei  ^vA.Aliffr  the  At^- 
terapts  of  Art.     We. are  pleafed  with  the  corredt 
ahd  gractful  Perfoarmances  of  the  P^intir.     But  do 
thiey  eqtral  the  native  Bluih  of  the  Rofe^   or.  the 
artlefs  Glow  of  a  Pea-bloffom  ?    We  are  charmed 
with   a  iine   Piece  of  Stulptuite  or  Enameling^ 
But  is  either  of  them  fit  to.be  compared  with 
the  natural  Polifli,  of  a  thoufand  Shells  which  %ra 
formed  iathe  Ocean,  or  of  a  thoyfand  Seeds  which 
fpring  from  the  Earth  ?  We  admire  the  Virtues  of 
the  antient  Saints ;  Men  ''  that  were  honoured  in 
"  their    Generation,    and    the    Glory    of    their 
«  Times  *."     We  admire  the  Meekncfs  of  Mofa^ 
and  the  Magnanimity  of  Ehjah ; .  the  exalted  Piety*' 
c{  Tfcnah^  and  the  enlarged  Wifdom  of  Daniel  \  the 
•aftive  Spirit  of  Ji)Jhua^   and  the  paffive  Graces  of 
Jeremiah.'   But  what  Proportion,  put  them  all  to-* 
gether-— what  Proportion  do  they  all  bear  to  H I S 
Obediente,  who  is  gQne  into  Heaven^  JHgels  and  Ju* 
tho^ities  and  Powers  hetng  made  fubfeSi  unto  Him  f? 
Who  is  tailed  the  HOLY  ONE  and  the  JUSTU 
Aot  only  by  Way  of  Emphafis,  but  by  way  of  £*•- 
tlufton.     B^aufc,  no  Perfon  is  worthy  of  the  Cha- 
rafter,   no  Duties  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  when 
CHRIST  and  his  Righteoufnefs-^-A/i  onfy  pcrfeft 
Righte6ufnefs---are  under  ConAderation. 

If  We  talk  of  Merit,  what  Merit  muft  there  b^ 
in  fuch  immaculate  San<ftity  of  Soul,  and  fuch  ex- 
ethplary  Integrity  of  ConduS ;  fuch  fervent  Zeal* 
for  GOD,  and  fuch  compaffionate  Good-will  to 
Man  y  fuch  confummate  Worthinefs,  and  extenfive 
Ufefulnefe  f  Such  as  were  utterly  unknown  before  ; 
E  2  have 

♦  Ecclus.  xliv.  7,    f  I  Pet.  iy,  %t.     %  A«»  iii.  if. 
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have  been  abiblutcly  uncqualed  fincc ;  and  never 
will,  nor  can  be  paralleled,  throughout  all  Ages  !--^  . 
O  my  Theron  !  What  i§  the  Drop,  of  a  Bucket  to  the 
unfathomable  Waves  of  the  Ocean  i  What  is  a 
Grain  of  Sand  to  the  unmeafurable  Dimenfions  of 
the  Univerfe  f  What  is  an  Hour  or  a  Moment  to  th« 
cndlefs  Revolutions  of  Eternity  ?  .Such  arc  all  hu- 
man Endowments,  and  all  human  Attainments,' 
compared  with  HIS  Righteoufnefs,  who  is  fairer 
than  the  Children  of  Men  *  j  the  chief efi  among  ten 
thou/and  f »  ««^  who  received  not  the  SPIRIT  fy 
Meafure  t- 

And  is  this  Righteoufnefs  defigned  for  Us?  Is  thi». 
to  be  our  Wedding-drefs,  this  our  beautiful  Array, 
when  We  enter  the  Regions  of  Eternity  ?  Unfpeak- 
able  Privilege  ! — ^Is  this  what  GOD  has  provided 
to  fupply,  more  than  fupply  our  Lofe  in  Jdam  f 
Boundlefs  Benignity  !— Sli^ll  JVe  be  treated  hy  the 
Judge  of  the  World,  ais  if  We  had  performed  all- 
this  unfinning  and  perfeft  Obedience  i  Well  might 
the  Prophet  cry  out,  like  One  loft  in  Aftoniflunent,: 
How  great  is  his  Goodnefs ! — How  great  indeed  I 
Since  all  that  the  LORD  JESUS  did  and  fuf- 
feredy  was  done  and  fuffered,  for  Us  Men  and  our 
Salvation,  Is  imputed  unto  Us  for  Righteoufnefs  j|  ; 
and  is  the  Caufe,  the  fole  but  infinitely  fuffident 
Caufe,  of  our  Juftification. 

Is  not  your  Heart  enamoured,  qiy  4^ar  Tleron^. 
with  a  View  of  this  incomprehenfibly  .irich  Grace  i 
What  fa  oxcellettt,  what  fo  comfortable,  what  fo 

defirable,^ 

•  Pfal.  xlv.  2.      t  Cantic.  v.  10.       X  John  lii.  34. 
II  The  Words  in  the  Itah'c  Charafter,  arc  a  Tcftimonr 
ftom  the  celebrated  Mr,  Hooksr.    Euie/.  poL  B.  V. 
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defirablc,  as  this  Gift  of  a  S  AVIO  UR*s  Righ- 
teoufnefs  ?  Though  delineated  by  this  fgeble  Pen, 
methinks,  it  has  Dignity  and  Glory  enough,  to 
captivate  our  Hearts  and  fire  our  Affeftions  :  fire 
them  with  ardent  and  inextinguifliable  Defires  after 
a  perfonai  Intereft  and  Propriety  in  it. — O  !  may 
the  Eternal  SPIRIT  reveal  our  REDEEMER'S 
Rightcoufiiefs,  in  all  its  heavenly  Beauty  and  divine 
Luftrc !  Then,  I  am  perfuaded,  We  fliall  efteem 
it  above  every  Thing;  We  fhall  regard  it  as  the  0;f^ 
Thing  needful  I  We  fliall  count  all  Things  in  com- 
parifon  of  it,  worthlefs  as  the  ChaflF,  and  empty  as 
the  Wind. 

To  a  fallen  and  immortal  Soul,  .every  Thing  elfe 
is  empty  as  the  Wind.  But  here  Sinners  mzyfuci^ 
and  bi  fatisfied  with  this  Breajl  of  Confolatisn  :  yea. 
Millions  and  Thoufands  of  Millions  may  milk  out^ 
and  be  delighted  with  the  Abundance  of  its  Glory  *.— 
Here  we  ihall  find  the  Dodfrine  of  Supererogationj 
no  longer  a  Chimera,  but  a  delightful  Reality. 
Here  indeed  is  an  immenfe  Surplufage,  an  inex- 
hauftible  Fund  of  Merit  fj    fufficient  to  enrich  a 

whole 

•  7/^\  Ixvi.  ri.  This  Comparifon,  I  think,  is  pe- 
culiarly appofite  and  fignificatit.  The  Breads  are  pre- 
j>ared  for  the  Infant,  before  He  fees  the  Licht.  The  de- 
licious Nouriniment  which  they  afford,  is  not^  in  any 
Degree,  of  his  own  providing.  He  has  no  other  Agency 
in  the  Cafe,  than  to  imbibe  the  Liquor,  and  .enjoy  the 
Refreihment*  Thus  ic  is  with  regard  to  Sinners,  and 
that  Rigbteoufnefs  of  their  SAVIOUR,  which  pro- 
^  cures  their  Pardon  and  Acceptance ;  from  whence  pro- 
ceeds their  Sandificadon,  and  every  fpiritual  Bleffing.  t 

t  Yet  here  is  no  rhb  Fund  (as  a  learned  Writer  afferts) 
no  Fund  at  all,  for  the  Pope*s  Treafury  of  meritorious  fupere-^ 
rogating  ASHous :  unlcfs  CHRIST  and  the  Fife  are  to 
F  3  hp 
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whole  World  of  indigent  and  cniferable  Creatures^ 
jSufficjept  to  make  their  Cup  run  over  with  a  fuper- 
abundant  Fulnefs  of  Peace  and  Joy,  fo  long  as  Timp 
(hall  laft»  gnd  when  Time  {hall  be  no  more.  For, 
to  ufe  the  .Apoftle's  weighty  Argument,  If  by  aiu 
Man's  Offence^  Peatb  reigned  by  one ;  much  more  they 
which  receive  Abundance  of  Graces  and  of  the  Gift  of 
Righteoufnefs^  Jhall  reign  in  Life  by  dne^  JESlfS 
CHRIST*.  Is  it  reafonable,  that  We  IhouH 
afcribe  more  Power  to  Jdam^  a  mere  Man,  in 
jnaking  Us  Sinners 3  than  to  CHRISTy  the 
GOD-Man,  in  making  Us  righteous  ?  No  verily. 
If  one  Offence,  commktcd  by  one  Man,  made  all 
Jiis  Pofterity  chargeable  with  Guilt,  and  liable  to 
D^th,  MUCH  MORE  (hall  the  ffzrt«^<?/rf  Inftance^ 
of  OUT  Divine  REDEEMER'S  Obedience,  ab- 
solve all  his  People  from  Condemnation  and  Pu- 
niibment,  and  intitle  them  to  the  Honours  and 
Joys  of  Immortality. 

Think  not,  that  what  I  have  written,  is  the  Lan- 
guage of  Rant.  It  is  a  Paraphrafe,  though,  I  muft 
confefs,  but  a  fcanty  Paraphrafe,  on  David's  Prac- 
.^icc  and  David's  Faith.'  My  Mouth  Jhall  Jhew  forth 
thy  Righteoufnefs  and  thy  Salvation  all  the  Day  t>  for  I 

know 

\t  placed  upon  the  fame  Footing ;  unlefs  the  ineffably 
^xcellept  Aaions  of  JEHOVAH  our  Rightteonfnefs^ 
and  the  miferably  defective  Duties  of  a  Man  like  Our- 
felves,  are  to  be  deemed  equally  valuable. — Since  this 
will  hardly  be  admitted  hy  Protejiants ;  I  believe,  Afpafio 
may  fafely  call  the  Obedience  of  C^^  75  9",  ^bff  true 
Supererogation ;  as  Mr.  Amhrofe  has  called  the  Blood  of. 
fHRIST^  The  true  Purgatory. 

•  Rom.  V.  17.  , 

f  P/al,  Ixxi.  15.  I  cannot  but  obfervc,  that  Righte- 
fufne/s  f^d , Salivation  arie  frequently  conneHed,   by  the 

•  Author 
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hiowmiihe  Numbers  thereof.  The  fuper-emiaent 
Rightebufnefs  of  CHRISTy  and  the  great  Salva- 
tion obtained  thereby.  He  declares,  fliall  be  the 
ctwjfen,  the  principal  Subject  of' his  Difcourfe.  Not 
«n  a  Sabbath  ojily,  but  on  every  Day  oi  the  Week, 

'■  \  \  ;  E  4  cf 

Author  of  the  P/alms,  and  by  the  Prophet  tfaiah.  In  br^ 
d^r  to  intimate,  that  the  one*i<  ftfaaded  on  tke  others 
tte  latter  derhre3  its  Origin  from  the  former ;  there  can 
be  no  Salvation  without  a  JRi^hti?oufners,  a  real,  proper, 
Lma-fulflUng  P^ighteoufnefs.— At  the  fame  Time,  I  am 
lenfible,  that  the  Word  Righteoufnefs  may  fignify  GOD's 
Goodnefs  in  making,  and  Faithfiilnefs  in  perfbrmiftg, 
Wt  Promifes  unto  Dawid^  '  Salvation  TOay  likewife  denote 
the  Delivery  of  that  afflided  Hero  from  all  his  Perfecu- 
'  ton,  and  his  Eftabliftiment  on  the  Throne  of  IfraeL 

Byt  if  We  ihould  confine  the  Senfe  within  thefe  narrow 
t*imits,  how  comfgrtlefs  the  Favour  even  to  Da'vtd  Him- 
felf,  coniidered  as  an  immortal  Being !  How  much  more 
ir^gnificoHt  to  Us  and.othex?,  on  whom  the  Ends  of  the ' 
World  are  come  I  Therefore,  how  unworthy  of  that  infi- 
nite GOD,  who  is  the  Father  of  the  Spirits  of  all  Fleih ; 
who  fees,  at  one  View,  whatever  is,  or  has  been,  or  ftall 
exift;  wht),  when  He  fpeaks^  fpeakstoall  his  Children, 
in  every  Period  of  Time,  and  in  every  Nation  under  Hea- 
vea.  (See  Verfe  1 8.)  As  much  as  a  Tutor,  when  deli- 
vering his  Ledures,  addreflfes  Himfelf  to  all  his  Pupils, 
whether  they  fit  at  his  Right-hand  or  his  left,  before 
Him  or  on  every  Side. 

Whereas,  if  Righteoufnefs  lignifies  the  meritorious 
Obedience  of  CHRIST,  and  Salvation  implies  the  Be- 
n^^ts  of  his  Redemption,  the  Senfe  is  no  longer  fliriveled, 
iaipovj^rifhcd,  and  mean ;  but  rt'c/j,  fiugufi^  and  i^nifi- 
^ent.  It  pours  Confolation  among  all  People,  Ivindreds, 
and  Tongues.  It  is  worthy  of  that  G  O  D,  who  feeth 
the  Things,  and  regardeth  tlie  Perfons,  which  arc  not 
as  though  they  were.  It  comports  exa^lly  with  that  Re- 
velation, in  which  CHRIST  is  the  Jlpha  and  Omega, 
the  Beginning  and  the  End,  the  Sum  total. 

This  Note  is  already  too  long;  otherwife  I  ihould 
gratify  my  Inclination,  and.give  a  Sanflion  to  my  Sen- 
timent, by  tranfcribing  Fitringa's  Expofition  of  I/ai. 
xlv.  8, 


j^ .  AspAsio  to  The&ok.       Let.  7i 

of  the  Year,  of  his  Life.  Not  barely  at  the  hated 
Rctviro3  of  fcjemn  Devotion,  but  on  every  com- 
mon Occ^fion;  in  every  fecial  Interview,  jtf//  tb^ 
Day  long.-^Why  will  He  thus  dwell,  perpetually 
and  invariably  dwell,  on  this  darling  Theme  ?  Bc- 
caufe,.ii&  inetv  not  th$  Numbers  tbertof.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  meafure  the  Value,  or  exhauft  the  Ful- 
ncfs  of  thefe  BlciSngs.  *  The  Rightcoufnefs  is  un- 
fpeakablc,  the  Salvation  is  everlafting.  To  com- 
pute the  Duration  of  the  One,  Numbers  fail  \  to 
dcfcribe  the  Excellency  of  the  other.  Words  are  at 
a  Lofe. 

This  will  appear  in  a  clearer  Light,  if,  to  the 
Perfe£iion  of  his  Obedience,  We  add  the  Majefty 
of  our  S  A V I O  U R's  Perfon.  A  proper  Subjed, 
for  fome  future  Letter,— In  the  mean  Time,  let  me 
dejSre  my  Friend,  the  Friend  of  my  Bofom,  to  con- 
template our  LORD  7£^t75  under  that  lovely 
and  auguft  Chara^r,  Glorious  in  Holiness  *. 
And  for  my  Part,  I  will  not  ceafe  to  pray,  that  a 
Senfe  of  this  fiipcreminently  grand  and  precious 
Righteoufnefs  may  be  written  on  my  Thermos  Heart. 
—On  thofe  living  Tables^  may  it  be  lilce  Figures 
cut  on  a  Rock  of  fplid  Marble,  or  infcribed  on  the 
Bark  of  a  growing  Tree ;  be  lofting  in  its  Duration 
as  the  former^  and  fpreading'in  its  Influence  as  the 
latter.-^It  will  then  be  a  fure  Proof,  that  his  Name 
is  written  in  the  Book  of  Life  j  and  it  fliall  then  be 
a  moft  pleafing  Pattern  for 
the  AffeBion^ 

the  Gratitude^ 

and  the  Friend/hip^    ef 

bis  AsPASXQ, 

•  Exod.  XV.  II. 
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p.  S.  You  give  a  moft  aftonifhing  Account  of  the 
Prejure  of  the  Atmofpherc.     Aftonifhmg  in- 
:    deed!    That  we  Ihould  be  continually  fur- 
routtdcd,  continually  overwhelmed,  wiA  fuch 
,  a  Load  of  Air ;  quite  dreadful  to  think  upon  I 
Yet  not  be  cruflied  to  death,  no,  nor  be  fen^ 
We  of  the  leaft  Weight.— This,  I  think,  may 
ferve  to  re^refent  the  State  of  a  Sinner,  un* 
awakened  from  carnal  Security.     Loads,  mbre 
than  mduntainous  Loads  of  Guilt,  are  upon  his 
Soul,  and  He  pcrceivtes  not  the  Burden.     For 
this  Reafon,  He  is  under  no  Apprehenfions  of 
the  Vengeance  and  fiery  Indignation,  which 
He  deferves;  He  has  no  fuperlative  Efteem 
for  the  Atonement  and  Merits  of  the  RE- 
DEEMER, which  alone  can  deliver  Him 
from  the  Wrath  to  come.     But,  if  once  his 
Confciencey>//5,  what  his  LipSf  perhaps,  have 
irften  repeated ;  **  We  do  earneftly  repent  \3% 
'•'  of  thcfe  our  Mifdoings ;  the  Remembrance 
«*  of  them  is  grievous  unto  us,  the  Burden  of 
*'  them  is  intolerable  ;**  then  how  will  He 
prize  fuch  a  Text :    The  LORD  laid  on 
CHRIST  the  Iniquity  of  Us  all!  How  will 
He  long  for  an  Intereft  in  the  LAMB  of 
G  O  D,  which  taketh  away  the  Sin  of  the  TVorldf 
Then,   that  JESUS  who  \i^  finijhed  the . 
Tranfgrejjionj  and  brought  in  everlajiing  Righ- 
teoufnefsy  will  be  all  his  Salvation,  ^and  all  his 
Pefure. 


LET. 
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LETTER     Vllt 

D/r^r  ThBHON, 
T  H  AV  £  j«fft  betfii  reading  that  exquifitdy  £ne 
*  Pi^Cfj  of  focrcd  Hiftory,  37i^  Life  of  Jcfepb.  A 
Piftpry — ill^ffiinatpd  with  a  Variety  of  Airprifing 
|npi({ent«,  and  unexpected  Revolutioiis<»*-eiinoUed 
wjtb  the  tnoft  b^oic  Inftances  of  triumphant  Vir- 
fi^e,  both  iunidft  the  Allurements  of  Temptation, 
ai)d  un()er  thp  PrfsiTures  of  Affli&ion-«-animated  with 
fifch  tender  aad  pathetic,  fuch  melting  and  alarm* 
ing  Touches  of  natural  Eloquence,  as  every  Rea- 
der mull  feely.  and  (every  true  Critic  will  admire. 

When  I  came  to  that  remarkable  Injunaion^ 
with  which  the  generous  Viceroy  difmiflfed  his  Bre- 
thren J  Te  Jhall  tell  my  Father  of  all  my  Glory  in 
Egypt  *  -^  I  paufed  —  I  pondered  —  I  was  ftruck. 
Certainly,  this  was  enjoined,  not  by  way  of  Often- 
tation ;  but  on  Account  of  the  Pleafure,  which, 
fie  knew,  it  would  yield  the  good  old  Patriarch. — 
Was  it  fome  kind  prompting  Angel,  or  the' Voice 
of  Gratitude  and  Devotion,  that  whifpered  in  my 
Ear  r  "  Should  not  the  Children  of  Men  likewife 
*'  tell  one  another  of  all  the  Glory  f,  which  their 

RE- 
•  Gen.  xlv.  13. 
t  To  fee  the  Glory  of  CHRIST,  is  the^grand  Bleffing, 
which  our  LORD  folicits  and  demand  for  his  Dif- 

ciples, 
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M  REDEEMER  poffeffes  in  Heaven  and  on 

.«  E^xth  ?  Will  not  this  afford  .them  tbe  fublimeft 
*<  Pleafure  Here,  and  be  a  Source  of  the  moft  tp- 
^.*  fined  Sati$fa£i:ion  for  ever  and  ever  ?" 

Though  I  had  almoft  determine^}  to  write  no 
more,  till  You  could  make  a  Demland,  upon  thp 
JFoot  of  Value  received  y  willingly  I  recede  from  my 
intended  Refolution,  and  obey  this  pleafiijg  Hint. — 
put  who  can  declare  the  noble  JSfs  of  the  LORD 
J£  S  US  CfIR  1ST,  or  /hew  forth  all  his  Praife  ? 
' — HowcviBr,.*if  I  may  But  Ufp  out  his  adorajjle 
Name,  and  prefent  my  Friend  with  a  Glimpfe,  or  a 
firokenYi^vf  of  bis  divine  Perfcdions,  even  this  will 
be  defirable  wd.  delightful.  Ear  more  d^iirable  and 
delightful,  than  to  behcdd  Rom^  in  its  Magnificence, 
St.  Paul  in  the  Pulpit,,  or  Kin^SslamM  on  his 
Xhroac  *• 

Let 

ciples,  in  his  laft  folemn  Interceffion,  John  xvii.  24.  It 
is  that,  which  will  complete  the  Bleflednefs  of  Heaven  | 
and  fill  its  inhabitants  with  Joy  unfpeakable  and  glorious. 
Surely,  then.  We  Ihould  endeavour  to  anticipate^  in 
ifome  Degree,  that  celeftial  Blifs ;  and  habituate  our  Souls 
to  this  facred  Exercife,  which  will  be  our  Bufinefs  and 
our  Reward  to  endlefs  Ages. 

Should  the  Reader  deSre  AffiHance  in  this  important 
Work,  I  would  refer  Him  to  a  little  Treatife  of  Dr. 
Ow^»*s,  intitled.  Meditations  on  the  Glory  of  CHRIST: — 
'Tis  little  in  Size,  tiot  fo  in  Value.  Was  I  to  fpeak  of 
it,  in  the  claffical  Style,  I  fhouJd  call  it,  aureus^  gemmeuu 
meilitus.  But  I  would  rather  fay,  it  is  richly  repleniilied 
with  that  Unaipnfrom  the  HOLT  ONE,  which  tends  to 
enlighten  the  Eyes,  and  chear  the  Heart ;  which  fweetens 
the  Enjoyments  of  JLifc,  foftens  the  Horrors  of  Death, 
gnd  prepares  for  the  fruitions  of  Eternity. 
-  *  Thefe,  if  I  remember  right,  are  the  three  Things, 
which  St.  Auguftine  declared,  would,-  beyond  all  others, 
moft  eminently  gratify  his  Curiofty. 
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Let  me  take  the  Lar^  for  my  Pattern ;  which,  as 
I  was  lately  returning  from  an  Evening  Ramble, 
attraftcd  my  Obfcrvation. — Warbling  her  CR£A* 
TO  R's  Praife,  fhe  moantcd  in  the  ferene  Sky.  Still 
ibe  v/arbled,  and  ftill  (he  mounted,  as  though  ike 
meant  to  carry  her  Tribute  of  Harmony  unto  the 
very  Gates  of  Heaven.     Having  reached,   at  lotb, 
her  higheft  Elevation,  and  perceiving  herfelf  ac  an 
immenfc  Diftancc  from  the  ftarry  Regions,    ibe 
dropped  on  a  fudden  to  the  Earth ;  and  difcontinued, 
at  once,  both  to  fmg,  and  to  foar.     Now  the  Morn- 
ing appears,  and  is  awakening  the  World,  our  little 
Songfter  retunes   her  Throat,   and  re-exerts  her 
Wings. — As  I  have  endeavoured,  very  imperfedly 
endeavoured,    to  ftrike  out  a  Jhadowy  Draught  of 
our   LORD'S   complete    Obedience ^    I  would, 
though  abfolutely  unequal  to  the  Talk,  once  mote 
refume  my  Pen,   and  attempt — ^what  would  I  at- 
tempt ? — nothing  like  a  Difplay,  but  only  a  faiat 
Skttch  of  his  pcrfonal  Dignity.     Such  as  may  jiift  . 
ferve  to  demonftrate,  that  the  Man  of  Nazareth  is  . 
the  GOD  of  Heaven, 

Firft  let  me  obferve,  that  for  fome  Time  paft. 
We  have  been  vifited  with  the  moft  uncomfortable 
Weather ;  diwUfs  Nights,  and  fultry  Days.  The 
Firmament  was  more  like  a  glowing  Furnace,  than 
the  Region  of  refrefhing  Rain. — The  Earth  lay 
parched  with  Thirft,  and  chapped  with  Heat.  The 
Meadows  were  drained  of  their  Humidity,  and  all 
the  Flowers  hung  their  fading  Heads.^ — The  Streams, 
which  ufed  to  flow  parallel  with  the  verdant  Margin^  . 
abandoned  their  Banks.'  Diminifhed  and  difico-^ 
loured,  they  funk  to  the  very  Bottom  of  their,  oozy 
'4  Chan<^ 
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Channels. — ^Nature  in  general  feemed  to  be  rtfiga- 
ing  the**  Robe  of  Beauty,  for  the  Garment  of  Hea- 
**  vinefs.*'     Dfbught  was  in  all  our  Borders;  and' 
Fumnej  We  feared,  was  not  far  behind, — Clouds " 
of  Duft,  obfcured  the  Air ;  tarnifhed  the  Hedges  ;, 
and  ahUoft  •fmothiered  the  Traveler.     But  not  one 
Cloud  of  Jleecy  White  appeared,  to  variegate  the  blue. 
£;qMinfe,  or  give  Us  Hopes  of  a  reviving  Shower  ♦. 

It  reminded  me  of  that  awful  Threatening,  dc-  ^ 
noiiiiced  by  aWi/Z'x  on  a  wicjked  People  j  The  Heaven^ 
that  is  'ever  thy  Head^  /hall  be  Brafs ;  and  the^  Earthy 
that  is  under  Theey  Jhallhe  Iron  f. — It  made  me  ap- 
prehenfive  of  that  terrible  State,  which  the  Prophet 
io  emjJhatically  defcribes  ;  The  Field  is  wajledy  and 
the  LaAd  n^urmth.     The  Seed  is  rotten  under  the  Clodsx 
and  the  Harveft  perijheth.     The  Garners  (tre  Iqid  defo^ 
latej  and  the  Barns  are  broken  down. — The  new  Wine 
is  dried  up ;  the  Oil  Idngiiijbeth ;  *  and  all  the  Trees  of 
the  Fieldare  withered^ — How  do  the  Beajls groan  !  The^  * 
Herds  of  Cattle  are  perplexed.     Tea^  the  Flocks  of  Sheep^ 
ardmade  defalate.     Becaufe  the  Rivers  of  Waters  are 
dried- upy  and  the  Fire  hath  devoured  the  Pajiures  of  the 
mUernefs  J.— But,  bleffed  be  the  Divine  PRO- 
VIDENCE, our  Fears  are  vanifhed,  and  a  moft 
joyful  Chatige  has  taken  place.     The  LORD 

hath 

*  At  fucb  a  Jan&are>  how  pertinent  is  the  Qaeftion 
propofcd  by  the  Almighty  MAJESTY^  Job  x%7(Nm. 
37>  $8.  Who  can  number ^  mufler  or  arrange,  the  Clouds  in 
Wijdoinf  So  fts  to  have  them  ready  at  Hand,  on  any 
Emergency.  jittdvJfo  can  empty  tho/e  Bottles  ef  Heafveu^ 
in  cof  ious.  hot,  feafonaU^  EiFafions  upon  the  Earth  I 
Wheny'  i»  in  tic  Cafe  dcfcribcd  above,  the  Duft  iA  t^^ 
Rokd&  /i  attenuated  into  Ponder  pTiOb  ppjf^  and  the  Clods 
of  die  Valley  are  glued  faft  together  ip3*T'. 

t  Dcot  ttvHi.  23,  I  Joel  i.  10,  ^c. 


hftth  fent  a  gnaci^us  Rain  up&n  his  Inheritance^  Wd  f-e^ 

.  Yeftcrd^  in  the  Afteftioon,  the  Wind  (Hifdng'td 
the  South,  roufed  the  dsrmgfii  Clouds,  and  brougtlf- 
fome  of  thore  agreeable  Strangers  on  its  Wing^*-— 
Ae  firft,  they  came  farling  fn  finall,  and  tWii,  and 
ftattered  Parties.  Anon,  the  flying  Squadrons  skf- 
variced  in  larger  Detachments,  more  clofely  hedged, 
arid  more  deeply  laden.  Till  at  laft,  the  great  Ren- 
dezvous completed,  they  formed  into  a  Body  of  Aich 
r)epth,and  extended  their  Wings  with  fuch  aSweep, 
as  darkened  the  Sun,  and  overfpread  the  whole 
Hemifphere. 

Juft  at  the  Clofe  of -Day,  the  G  ales  which  efcorted 
the  fpongy  Treafures,  retired  ^    and  refigned  their 

Charge 

•  P/d.  Ixviii.  9.  The  Original  is  remarkably'bold^ 
beautiful,  and  exprcffive.  It  exprefles  not  only  the 
Thing  done,  but  the  Manner  of  doing  it ;  not  barely 
the  Aft  of  fending  Rain,  but  that  very  peculiar  Manner, 
in  which  the  Bleffing  is  feiit.  So  that  the  ReadeV  is  botfr . 
informed  of  the  Event,  and  has  it  exhibited,  as  it  weit^ 
in  a  Piftiire.  before  his  Eyes.  ,   . 

The  Word  fignifies  to  difiil,  as  the  Honey-comb  drop$ 
its  delicious  Juices.  It  fignifies  alfo  to  mo^ve  to  and  frox 
from  one  Side  to  another,  as  the  Prielt  moved  the  Wave- 
offering  towards  the  four  Corners  of  Heaven. — »]0n 
Thou  Jhakeft  outy  or  caufeji  to  diftil:  denoting  the  gentle 
and  gradual  Fall.  Thou  ^a^eft^  or  difpnjejt  abroeid : 
denoting  the  wide,  the  univerfal  Diftribution,  of  this 
moft  valuable  Gift. — jnilTl  CDtt^:!  Rain  of  Lihferalitits. 
Which  implies  the  mofl  copious  Effufionj  and  the  moft 
exteniive  Benefits.  The  EffufionyS  copious^  .that  there  is 
enough  to  fupply  every  Spot ;  to  faturate  every  Soil ;  and 
ilnk  to  the  very  Roots  of  every  Vegetable.  The  Benefits 
fo  extenji<vey  that  th^y  gladden  every  Animal ;  they  che- 
ri(h  every  Plant;  they  fertilize  and  exhilerate  all  Nature, 
— They  are  therefore,  what  no  Langiiage  fo  happily  ex- 
prelTea  as  the  i/if^rM*/",  Raino/Liicralilm* 
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Charge  to  the  EWftjofal  «f  a  parofouad  Cahn.  N^  a 
Breeze  fliook  th^  nfioft  tremulous  Leaf.  Nat  a  Curf 
ruffled  the  finooth  cxpanfive  Lake.  All  Things 
were  ftilU  as  m  attentive  Expiration.  Tbeiuflat 
Hea^ii  aod  the  flippery  Lawti,  feemec)  tx>  gafp  after 
the  hoir<efing  Moifturei  Naturfi  with  all  her  fuf>«- 
pliant  Tribes^  in  expreflive  pleading  rSilence,  fo* 
licited  the  falling  Fruitfulncfs^  Nor  pleaded  long, 
nor  Iblicited  in  vain^ 

The  Sbowersj  gentle,  foft,  and  balmy,  defcend. 
The  Veflel$  of  Heaven  unload  their  precious 
Freight,  and  enrich  the  impoverilhed  Glebe,  The 
liquid  Sweetnefs,  which  is  incomparably  more  be- 
neficial than  trickling  Silver,  diftils.  Through  all 
the.Night,  it  (Uftils ;  and  cools  the  tocrid  Air;  and 
revives. the  languiftiing  Earth;  and  cherifhes  every 
living  Thing. 

Nowr  the  Sun,  mild  znA  refulgent^  iffues  through 
the  Portals  of  the  Eaft.  Plcaftd,  as  it  were,  to  have 
emerged  from  the  late  Abyfs  of  Darknefs,  He  looks 
abroad  with  peculiar  Gaiety,  and  the  moft  engiaging 
Splendors.  He  looks  tbrou^  the  difburdened  Air, 
and  finds  a  gladdened  World,  tHat  wants  nothing 
but  bis  all'chearing  Beams,  to  render  its  Satisfac- 
tion complete. 

Tht  Glory  comes  l—'IIail  to  thy  rifing  Ray^^ 
Great  Lamp  of  Light y  and  fecond  Source  of  Day  / 
JfT)$  robe  the  Worldj  each  nipping  Gale  remo*t^e% 
Treat  every  Senfoy  and  beam  creating  L^e  *• 

'At 

•  Thefe  beautiful  Lines  are  borrov^ed  from  theSE  a- 
» J I  c  a,  Canto  IV*  A  narrat^rys  pkik/ophioSy  and  de- 
fcripti've  Poem,  written  by  my  ingehioas  Friend,  Dr. 
Kirkpatrtck. 
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At  his  aufpicious  Approach,  the  frelhened  Moun- 
tains lift  their  Heads,  and  fmile.  The  Garden  opens 
its  aromatic  Stores ;  and  breathes,  as  from  a  fuming 
Altar,  Balm  to  the  Smell,  and  Incenfe  to  the  Skies* 
The  little  Hills,  crowned  with  fpringing  Plenty, 
€lap  their  Hands  «i  every  Side.  The  moiftened 
Plains,  and  irriguous  Valleys,  laugh  and  Jmg. 
While  their  Waters,  lately  exhaufted,  again  ars 
made  deepy  and  their  Rivers  run  like  Oil  *. 

The  whole  Earth,  faturated  with  the  Bounty  of 
Heaven,  zxi^flujhed  with  humid  Life,  wears  a  thou* 
fand  Marks  of  Gratitude  and  Complacency.  Waflied 
by  the  copious  Rain,  how  bright  and  vivid  is  the 
univerfal  Verdure  !  The  green  Carpet  Below,  may 
almoft  vie  with  the  blue  Canopy  above  f.— The  Fo- 
reft,  and  every  Tree,  burnifh  their  Colours,  and 
array  themfelves  in  their  fineft  Apparel.  Which  as 
on  a  Day  of  general  Feftivity,  is  delicately  decked 
with  Gems. — From  every  Pafture,  and  from  all  the 
Grove,  the  Voice  of  Pleafure  and  of  Melody  re- 
founds.  While  the  officious  Zephyrs  waft  the 
floating  Harmony,  blended  with  native  Perfumes ; 
gently  waft  them  to  the  Senfes,  and  touch  the  very 
Soul  with  Tranfport.         • 

Could  there  be  a  more  brilliant  Appearance,  or 
more  exuberant  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  even  to 
celebra'te  the  Anniverfary  of  Nature's  Birth  ?  With* 
what  admirable  Propriety  has  the  Pfalmt/i  compared 
yonder  orient  Sun,  in  all  his  fparkling  Grandeur,  to 
a  young  exulting  Bridegroom  X ;  who  comes  forth, 
with  every  heightened  Ornament  from  his  Cham- 
ber, ' 
•  Ezck.  xxxii.  14. 

t  T<Kr«IoF  ^^etium-  tta9^  n  yu,   *^f,  .^uufi  htr,  afuTAp^Avi 
9m  tffcittf.     Chryfoft.  in  Gtn. 

t  Pfal.  xix.  5. 


ber,  to  fhcwHimfclf  In  the  moff  diftinguifhed  Period 
of  hrs  Life^  and  to  receive  the  BlefEng  which  con- 
fttmmates  his  Happinefs  !  ' 

This  moft  charming  and  equally  majeftic  Scenr; 
recals  to  my  Memory  that  ifine  Defcription  of  the; 
MESSIAH,  extant  in  the  laft  lovely  Strains  of 
the  Ifraeliiijh  Stvan* — HEJbnll  be  welcbme  and 
falutary  as  the  Light  of  the  Morning ;  when  the  Sun 
arifeth^  to  chafe  the  malignant  Shades,  and  pour 
Day  through  the  reviving  World.  He  fhall  be  as 
the  Light  of  a  Mornings  that  is  moft  ferenely  fair  5 
without  cither  Storms  to  difturb,  or  Clouds  to  ob- 
fcure  the;  glorious,  the  delightful  Dawn.  Yea,  his 
Appearance  (hall  be  more  beautiful^  and  hfs  Influ- 
ences more  beneficial  f,  than  the  clear  Shinirfg  of  that 

grand 

*  JJraelittJh  S'wtf^— That  is,  Da'vidy  fo  called  by  Af- 
fafioi  in  Aliuiion  to  thofe  well-known  Lines  of  the  Poet, 

Mtdta  Dircaum  la*vat  Aura  Cygnum. 

And  not  v^ithout  a  Reference  to  the  popular  Notion,  that 
the  Swan  iings  the  mot  melodious  Notes  in  its  laft  Mo- 
ments. Fuit  hacfacundi  Senis  fuaficygnea  Fox,  Tully. 

t  More  beauti/ul,  more  heneficiaU  than  the  ckar  Shining* 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  4. — ^Thus  We  have  ventured  to  tranllatc, 
or  rather  to  paraphrafe,  the  Words  nil13D.  That  the 
Prefix  D  often  occurs  in  the  comparative  Acce|$tation,  and 
^nveys  the  Idea  of  Pre-emtHetuei  is  plain  from  PfaL  xix. 
iQs»  Where  our  infpired  Author,  quite  raviihed  with  the 
Love  of  the  facred  Oracles,  declares ;  They  are  defirable 
beyond  Gold^  enen  beyond  much  fine  Qold\  they  are  fweet 
beyond  Honey^  and  tkt  Droppings  of  the  Honeycomb. — ^That 
the  Adjettve,  which  fliotild  exprefs  this  Pre-eminence^ 
is  fometimes  omitted,  and  to  be  fapplied  from  the  Con- 
text, is  equally  plain  from  Jfai.  x.  1  o.  Where  the  Af 
fyrian  Monarch,  boating  of  his.  Conquers,  fays  \  Asmy 
Hand  bath  fubdued  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Idoh^  even  thofe 
nabofe  granfin  Images  D^tt^TVD  DH^^'D!)  ivere  more  reput- 
able and  excellent  than  fhofe  ofjerufakm* 

Vot-  IVu  - .       *         ^  If 
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grtnd  LummaiT,  after  a  Night  of  fettled  Gloom, 
and  Showers  of  inceflant  Raim.  When  his  Beams 
ihed  animsting  Warmth,  and  vital  Luftre,  0m  the 
tender  Grafs  impearled  widi  Dews,  and  on  all  the 
green  Trcafures  of  the  teeming  Eartb. 

As  we  have  already  contemplated  the  blefled 
JESUSj  under  the  amiable  Charader  of  the 
JUST  ONE;  the  foregoing  Paflage  of  Scripture 
exhibits  Him  to  our  Faith,  in  the  more  majeftic 
Quality  of  THE  LORD  OF  GLORY— 
Or  rather,  unites  the  two  grand  Peculiarities,  which 
render  Him  unpareUeUd  in  his  perfonal,  and  all-ft^ffi^ 
cieni  in  his  mediatorial  Capacity. 

Great,  unfpeakably  great  and  glorious  would 
our  S  AV  10 UR  appear;  if  We  had  no  other 
Manifeftations  of  his  Excellency,  than  thofe  which 
preceded  his  myfterious  Incarnation.-^In  the  antient 
Scriptures,  He  ftands  characterized,  as  the  fupreme 
Objecl  of  G  O  D's  ineffable  Complacency ;  vcfted 
widi  a  Glory,  prior  to  the  Birth  of  Time,  or  the 
Exiftence  of  Things ;  even  the  Glory ^  which  He  had 
with  the  FATHERy  before  the  World  was  *— He 

is 

If  this  Senfc  is  admitted.  We  have  a  fine  Compariibn,.  • 
and  a  grand  Advance  upon  it.  Difplayiog,  with  the  nt- 
mofi  Streogth  of  Sentiment  and  Imagery — at  the  fame 
Time,  acknowledging  the  In/ufficinuy  of  the  ftrongeft 
Sentiments  and  bnghteft  Image,  aiequatdy  to  difplajr 
the  Glory  of  CHRIST'S  Kingdom,  the  Benignity  of 
his  Adminiftration,  and  the  Bieffings  of  his  Grace. 
Should  the  Tranflation  appear  too  free  and  daring,  aad 
not  approire  itfelf  to  the  cxaft  Crieic ;  the  Senie,  howr* 
ever,  is  un^ueftionably  jnft :  agreeable  to  the  whole  Te- 
noar  of  Scripture ;  and  can  want  no  Recommendatioa  t» 
the  intelligent  Chkifiian. 

•  John  inrii.  5. 
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is  every  where  reprefented,  as  the  ultimate  Defire, 
and  the  only  Hope,  of  all  the  Ends  of  the  Earth  5 
the  Seed,  of  ineftimable  and  tlniverfal  Importance, 
in  whom  all  Nations  (hould  be  bleffed. — In  thofc 
royal,  or  rather  divine  AUs  and  Monuments^  He  \si 
recognized,  as  The  RULER  of  GOD*s  Peo- 
ple :  Whofe  Dominion  is  aii  everlafting  Dominion, 
and  his  Kingdom  from  Generation  to  Generation. 
-'^^ow  auguft,  how  venerable,  is  this  SOVE- 
REIGN !  Since  it  was  the  higheft  Honour  of  the 
moft  eminent  Saints,  and  renowned  Monarchs  ♦, 
to  aft  as  his  Harbingers.  The  Splendor  of  the 
Temple,  the  Richnefs  of  its  Ornaments,  and  the 
Solemnity  of  its  Services,  were  the  Enfigns  of  his 
Grandeur;  were  his  facred  Regalia^  intended  ta 
trOier  Him  into  the  World  with  becoming  State. 

SacrificiSj  inftituted  and  ufed^  almoft  from  the 
Foundation  of  the  World,  give  Us  very  exalted 
Apprehenfions  of  CHRIST:  who  is  the  bright, 
the  polar  Star,  to  which  all  thofe  Needles  invariably 
pointed.  Should  We  fee  Galleries  built.  Avenues 
opened,  Paffagcs  hung  with  Scarlet  and  Embroidery, 
in  order  to  introduce  fome  great  Perfonage  to  the 
Obfervation  of  the  Public.  If  thefe  Preparations 
had  been  made,  with  inceflant  Affiduity,  for  four 
F  2  Months 

*  Mojesf  for  Inftance,  and  Jojhua^  David  2xA  Solomon^ 
were  Types,  flrongly  marked  Types,  of  our  great 
LAWGIVER  and  DELIVERER,  of  ourDmne 
RULER  and  PREA  CH  E  R.  But  None  prefigured* 
the  bleffed  JESUS  more  eminently  than  Melcin/eM^ 
His  Name  fignifies  Ri^temjntfs^  and  his  City  iignifies' 
Feace.  In  both  which  Refpedt;,  He  typefied  that  Sleffed 
and  only  Potentate ;  who  is  the  LORD  our  Rightiouf" 
nefsf  and  tJtfh  hutb  mofk  9ur  Ftact  by  fbe  Bkpa  of  hit 
Cr^fi.  .. 
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Months  only,  how  high  an  Idea  (hould  We  form, 
concerning  the  expefird  Stranger !  What  then  mu£b 
We  think  of  that  M  £  SS I A  H ;  the  Dignity  of 
his  Pcrfon,  and  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Work  i  For 
whofe  Coming  Prepaiation  was  made,  by  a  grand 
Train  of  Sacrifices  and  c^ftly  Rites^  through  the^ 
long,  long  Space  of  four  thoufand  T<an?  On  wKooei 
the  Attention  of  Mankind  was  fixed,  ever  fince  the 
Fail  of  Adam  \  and  for  whom  was  all  the  Expeffai- 
tion  of  the  People  of  G  O  D,  in  every  Age  of  the 
World. — Should  We  not  think  Him  worthy  to  be 
(.what  the  Jews  reckoned,  their  Temple  and  Sacri- 
fices) the  Excellency  of  our  Strength  \  the  Joy  of  our 
Glory  J  and  the  Deftre  of  our  Eyes  *  ? 
,  Every  infpired  Prophet  was  his  Herald -^  deputed 
to  blazon  his  Perfeftions^  or  forctcl  his  Coming  ; 
to  give  Us  a  Pourtrait  of  his  Perfon>  a  Difplay  of 
his  Offices,  or  a  Detail  of  his  Benefits.    Let  Us 
hear  one,  fpeaking  the  S^itiments  of  all.-^  OD 
the  SAVIOUR  came  from  Temany  and  the  HQLIT 
ONE  from  Mount  Par  an.     His  Glory  covered  the 
Heavens^    and  the  Earth  was  full  of  his  Praife  f. 

Thundery 

•  Ezek.  xxiv.  21,  25. 
•  t  Sec  Hahak.  nu  The  greateft  Part  of  which  foblime 
Ode,  refers  to  the  wonderful  Works,  recorded  by  Mo/es 
and  Jojhua,  It  feems,  efpecially  in  the  Exordium,  to 
be  an  Imitation  of  that  majeilic  Defcriptioh,  with  which 
the  JetMiJh  Legiflator  introduces  his  lafl  folemn  Benedic- 
tion, Deitt,  xxxiii. — Thefe  Works  arc  by  A/faJio  afcribed 
to  CHRIST.  And,  I  think,  it  is  demonftrably  cer-^ 
tain,  that  JESUS  CHRIST  is  the  JEHOVAH 
celebrated  in  the  Books  ofMoJes,  and  in  the  Writings  of 
the  Prophets.  It  is  CHR  IS  T,  who  dwdt  in  die  burn- 
ing Buflu  and  walked  in  the  burning  fiery  Fomace,  It 
is  CHRI&T,  whownought  the  Miracles  in  £^jf//,  and 
the  Wondm  in  th^vPield  jo{  Zoan,  *  The  ^emporftl  De- 
liverer^ 
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Thunders  founded  his  Trumpet,  and  the  Light- 
nings waved  his  Banners.  Befire  Him  went  the 
Fiftilmce^  for  the  Deftru£lion  of  his  Enemies ;  but 
for  the  Deliverance  of  Ifrael<^  He  rode  upon  his  Horfes 
and  Chariots  of  Salvation.  The  Mountains  faw  Hinty 
and  they  trembled  i  the  everhfting  Hills^  and  they  bowed- 
their  Heads.  The  Abyfs  uttered  her  Foice,  and  ac- 
knoY^ledged  his  Sovereignty  through  her  decpeft  Ca- 
verns }  the  towering  Surges  *  lified  up  their  Hands^ 
*     F  3  and 

llverer,  and  the  eternal  REDEEMER  of  I/raeU  are 
one  and  the  fame. — He  is  that  Captain  of  the  Hofts  of  the 
LORDt  who  gave  the  Nations  as  Duft  to  their  Sword, 
and  as  driven  Stubble  to  dieir  Bow»  yojh.  v.  14. — He  is 
that  mighty  Our,  who  punifhed  the  ftout  Heart  of  the  Kine 
of  J0ria ;  who  cut  down  the  Thickets  of  his  Forcft,  ana  . 
lopped  his  Bough  with  Terror,  Ifai.  x.  34.  He  gave 
Mo^s  hit  Commiifion ;  gave  Mo/es  his  Law ;  and  was 
both  the  LORD,  and  the  End,  of  that  facred,  fignifi- 
cant,  myflerioas  Oeconomy,  Heb.  iii.  5,  4,  5.  Heb.  xiu 
26. 

It  may  be  a  delightful  and  profitable  Employ,  to  ex« 
amine  the  Harmony  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  on 
this  grandeft  of  all  Truths.  We  (hall  difcover  many  in- 
falUble  Proofs  of  our  LORD*s  divine  Nature,  if  We 
compare  the  PaAa^es  one  with  another.  Obferving  how 
the  Things,  which,  by  the  Apoftles,  are  moft  exprcfly 
afcribed  to  CHRIST;  are  celebrated,  by  the  Prophets, 
as  the  pecultar  Attributes,  incommunicable  Perfections, 
of  the  only  true  GOD.— By  Way  of  Sample,  I  take 
Leave  to  fele6t  the  following  Texts ;  each  aiTociated  with 
his  Mate,«  or  corrcfponding  Portion  of  Scripture,  Man. 
iii.  3.  Jfiu.^xh  3. — yobn  xi'u^i.  Ifai.  vi.  i,  2,  3. — Ront. 
xiv.  10,  11.  Ifai.  xlv.  22,  23. — I  Cor.  i.  31.  Jer,  ix. 
23,  24. — 1  Cor,  X.  9.  Numb.  xxi.  6,  7. — Eph.  iv.  7,  8. 
Pjal.  Ixviii.  17,  18, — Heb.  i.  6.  P/al.  xcvii.  7. — Heb,  i. 
S,  9.  Pfal.  xlv.  6,  7. — Heb.  i.  10,  11,  12.  P/al.  cii.  25, 
26,  27.— ^w.  i.  8,  II.  I/ai.  Ixi,  4.  Ifai.  Ixiv.  6.  £xod. 
iii.  14. 

•  can  which,  I  think,  is  put  in  Oppofition  to  Oinn 
and  forms  a  beautifol  Contraft.    Fer.  ip. 
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and  remained  in  a  fufpended  Pofture,  while  his  Peo- 
ple paflfed  through  their  opening  Lines. — ^Indeed, 
both  Depth,  and  Height,  and  every  Creature,  ha:ve 
paid  Him  Homage,  and  done  Him  Service.  And 
Ihali  not  We,  my  dear  Theronj  fubmit  to  his  Rigbtt^ 
oufne/s?  Submit!  Shall  We  not  embrace  it;  rely 
on  it ;  and,  with  joyful  Hearts,  with  triomphane 
Tongues,  fay,  Tb^r^  is  noney  there  is  nothing,  like 
it^. 

Does  not  all  Mankind  agree  to  eftimate  the  Me- 
rit of  the  Praftice,  according  to  the  Dignity  of  Ihe 
Perfon  ?  If  a  Neighbour  of  inferior  Rank,  vifit  fome 
poor  affliftcd  Wretch,  in  a  coarfc  Garret,  and  on  a 
tattered  Bed  j  it  is  no  very  extraordinary  Favour, 
But  if  a  Lady  of  the  firft  Diftinftion,  or  a  Noble- 
man of  the  higheft  Order,  perform  the  fame  OiSice  j 
it  is  a  much  more  remarkable,  a  much  more  admired 
Inftance  of  felf-denying  Charity.  On  the  Foot  of 
this  Calculation,  to  what  2.  fupereminent  Height  will 
the  Worthinefs  of  our  LORD'S  Obedience. rife  F 
It  will  rife,  like  fome  magnificent  Edifice,  whofe 
Bafis  refts  upon  the  Center ;  whofe  Dimenfions  fill 
the  Hemifphere ;  and  whofe  Turrets  glitter  in  the 
Sky.  Or  rather,  it  will  extend  itfelf  to  Immenfity ; 
where  Length,  and  Breadth,  and  all  Dimenflojis  are 
loft.  Efpecially,  if  We  confider — The  Names j  He 
bears  ;  and  the  Honours,  He  receives — the  TVorks^ 
He  has  done ;  and  thofe  mightier  Worlds,  He  is 
appointed  to  do. 

The  Names,  He  bears. — The  Title,  by  which 
jfESUS  of  Nazareth  is  diftinguiflied  in  the  hea- 
venly World ;  the  Name  written  on  his  Vefture, 

^d 
•  1  Sam.  xxi.  o. 


[ 
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I  and  on  his  Thigh,  is  KING  of  Kings,  and  LORD   ' 

I  cf  Lords  *. — The  Defcription,  which  the  incompre- 

I  hcnfible  JE  H O  V A  H  gives  of  the  Surety  for  fin- 

if  ful  Men,  runs  in  this  exalted  Strain  5  The  Man  that 

f  is  Mr  FELLO IV f.     Which  the  Apoftle  ex- 

jf  plains,  in  that  memorable  and  majeftic  Claufe ;  He 

\  thought  it  no  Robbery  to  be  equal  with  G  OD  J.-^The 

\  HOLY 

•  Rev.  xix.  16. 

+  Zecb,  Xiii.  f.  »r)*Dl^  ContrihvUs  <vel  Coequalis.  My 
Fellonvy  or  my  Equal, — The  original  £xpreffion  occurs  no 
where,  but  in  this  Verfe  of  Zechariah,  and  in  the  Book 
€>f  Le*vificus.  In  one  Text  it  is  explained  by  Brother^  or 
Partaker  of  the  fame  Nature.  In  every  other  Place,  I 
believe,  it  will  be  found  to  fignify,  not  barely  a  Neigh- 
hour  ^  but  an  Equal \  one  who  ftands  upon  the  fame  Le- 
vel, with  regard  to  the  Claims  of  Equity,  and  the  com- 
mon Rights  of  Life.  — In  either  Senfe,  it  militates  ftrongly 
for  the  Divinity  of  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST. 

t  Phil,  ii.  6.  Some  Writers,  I  am  aware,  have  endea- 
voured to  interpret  away  this  Evidence  of  our  L  O  R  D's 
Divine  Nature.  But  I  think  with  great  Injury  to  the 
Context,  and  no  lefs  Violence  to  the  Phrafe. 

ApraTfA^f  as  far^s  I  can  obferve,  denotes,  not  the 
PriKff  or  Sppil,  but  the  J^  of  plundering  or  taking  the 
Spoil ;  Ip/a  rapiendi  J^io.  Vid .  S  t  E  P  H .  Thefaur,  Grac.  Ling 
—If  fo,  the  Text  moft  naturally  implies,  that  CHR  IS  T 
counted  it  no  A6t  of  Robbery ;  no  Invafion  of  Another's  - 
Prerogative  ;  but  looked  upon  it  as  his  unqueftionable 
•Right,  to  be  equal  ivith  GOD9  and  to  receive  all  Divine 
Honours. — Ne^erMe/s  (aWu»,  Rom.  v.  14.)  He  was  fo 
far  from  tenacioufly  infilling  upon,  that  He  willingly  re- 
linquifhed'the  Claim.  He  was  content  to  go  forego' the 
magnificent  Diftinaions  of  the  CREATOR,  and  to 
appear  in  the  Form  of  a  Creature.  Nay,  to  be  made 
in  the  Likenefs  o§  the /alien  Creatures ;  and  not  only  to 
fliare  the  Difgrace,  but  to  fuiFer  the  Punifhmcnt,  .due  to 
the  meanefi  and  njtkft  among  them  all. — An  Example  of 
Humility,  worthy  to  be  di^layed  by  the  Eloquence  of 
an  Apoftle,  or  the  Tongue  of  an  Archangel  \  Worthy 
to  be  the  cverlafting  Pattern,  and  the  cverhfling  Praife 
F  4  01 


8S  Aw'.A.sio  /«  Thbrok;       lict.  y* 

HOLY   GHOST,  fpcaking  of  the  Virgin'* 

Son,  enumerates  feveral  gr^d  Diftinfiions,  both 
of  his  Perfon,  and  his  Office.  He  ftylcs  the  Child, 
that  fliould  be  born,  Tht  WONDERFUL 
COUNSELLOR,  /A^  EVERLASTIN  a 
FATHER,  the  MIGHTY  GOD,  the 
PRINCE  OF  PEACE  ♦•—The  fame  in^, 
fpircd  Writer,  though  eloquent  above  all  Orators^ 
and  more  fublimc  than  .the  loftieft  Poet,  cries  out 
in  rapturous  Aftonifhmcnt;  IP1)q  can,  declare  hisGe-' 
neration  f  ?  What  Pencil  can  paint,  what  Language 

can 

of  all  Believers. — But  an  Example,  infinitely  depretiated, 
if  We  fuppofe  its  great  Author,  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  Scrap  of  Exiftence;  for  all  his  Qualifications  a'Deitor  ; 
nay,  borrowing  Leave  even  /#  le. 

However  A^aFfA^  be  tranflated,  the  Strefs  of  the  Ar- 
gument, I  apprehend,  lies  upon  the  Word  ww.  If  this 
Signifies  a  real  and  proper  Equality,  the  Proof  fccms»  to 
mc  at  leaft,  irrefragable.— How  ftiall  We  determine  the 
exadl  Significancy  of  this  important  Word  ?  By  having 
recourfe  to  Homer^s  Works,  or  to  Heathen  Authors  ?  This, 
in  cafe  t\it /acred  Writers  will  decide  the  Queftion,  would 
be  like  going  from  J^ru/alem  to  Jthens  for  the  Solution  of 
a  religious  Doubt,  even  while  the  College  of  ApofUes  is 
aflembled  at  the  former  City. — ^The  Word  occurs  five  or 
fix  Times  in  their  Writings.  They  ufe  it,  it  is  true,  in 
the  adjei^ive  Form.  But  the  Adjcdive  is  very'fuiE* 
citnt  to  fettle  the  Signification  of  the  Adverb.  If  I 
k  now  the  Meaning  of  kto?,  I  (hall  be  at  no  Lofs  to  un- 
tlcrfland  the  Import  of  ia%, — See  Matt.  xx.  i  a.  Luke  vi. 
34.  Johny.  18.  jSis-n.  17.  Rev.  xxi.  16.  In  all  which 
places  it  exprcffes,  not  a  bare  Refemblance  or  Likcnefs 
only,  but  a  real  and  proper  Equality,  As  Milton  fpeaks 
of  CHRIST,  alluding  to  this  PafTage,  and  finely  illut 
trating  its  Senfe ; 

■  -^  Throned  in  higheft  Bli/s, 

Equal  to  GODy  and  Equally  enjoying 
Godlike  Fruition, 
*  Ifai,  ix.  6.  t  Ifai.  Hii.  8*  ' 


can  exprefs,  his  matchlefs  Excellencies  ?  And  may 
We  not  with  equal  Propriety  demand ;  Who  can 
declare  the  meritorious  Perfeftion  pf  hi^  Righte- 
oufnefs  ?  It  is  precious  beyond  Comparifon ;  beyond 
Jmagination.        . 

The  Homurs  which  our  LORD  reqrfves,  are 
.proportioned  to  the  illuftrious  Chara<^ers,  which  He 
iuftains, — J9hn  the  Baptift-,  than  whom-  a  greater 
Prophet,  or  a  bjetter  Judge,  was  not  born  of  Wor 
.man,  profeffes  Himfelf  unworthy,  tojloop  down  and 
unloafe  the  Latchet  of  hit  Shoes  * :  unworthy,  though 
a  burning  -and  fhining  Light  in  his  Generation,  to 
perform  the  meaneft  Service  to  this  PRINCE  of 
Heaven. — Stephen^  who  leads  the  Van  in  the  noWe 
Array  of  Chriftian  Martyrs,  beheld  fuch  a  Repre- 
•.jfcntation  of  his  crucified  MASTER'S  Glory;  as 
enabled  Him  to  exult  yfith,  divine  Delight^  even 
amidft  the  furious  Aflaults  of  his  Perfecutors,  and 
under  the  infupportable  Blows  of  his  Murderers  f. 
Affured,  that  JESUS  has  all  Power  in  Heaven 
and  Earth,  by  an  Afl:  of  the  moft  folemn  Worihip, 
*He  commits  his  departing  Soul  (that  unfpeakably  im-  \ 
portant  Truft!)  to  the  omnipotent  Hand  of  his  i 
REDEEMER  J.— Nor  by  the  firft  Martyr  alone, 
but  in  all  Churches  of  the  Saints,  arid  in  every  Age 
of  Chriftianity,  has  the  LORD  JESUS  been  ^ 
addreffed,  as  the  conftant  Objedl  of  his  People's 
^deration  ;  and  acknowledged,  as  the  ever  faithfi^l 
JPepoJitary  of  their  eternal  Interefts, 

When  Ifaiah  beheld  a  vifionary  Manifeftation  of 
CHRISTl^  the  firft-born  Sons  of  Light  were 

waiting 

•  Mark  i.  7.         t  Ads  vii.  56.  %  Afts  vii,  59^ 

JI  J/ai.  Yl.  I,  2,  Wc/  compared  with  John  xii.  41, 
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waiting  around  Him,  in  Poftures  of  dutiful  Submil^ 
iion.  Thefe  ccleftial  Beings,  whofe  very  Feet  azv 
too  bright  for  Mortals  to  view,  veiled  their  Faces 
before  Ms  infinitely  fuperior  Effulgence.  The  Se* 
raphs,  who  are  all  Zeal  and  all  Love,  celebrate  hi« 
Perfections,  and  cried  one  to  another.  The  wboU 
Earth  is  full  of  his  G/wy.-— And  is  not  Heaven  alfo 
filled  with  his  Glory  i  Does  not  Heaven  likewife 
refound  with  his  Praifc?  The  beloved  Difciple,  in 
a  Vifion  no  lefs  clear  and  far  more  magnificent,  be-- 
holds  the  LAMB  that  was  flain,  flanding  in  the 
mid/l  of  a  refplendent  Throne.  Which  is  mofl  beau- 
tifully adorned  with  a  circling  Rainbow,  and  ter- 
ribly dignified,  by  the  Blaze  of  Lightnings ;  and 
awfully  furrounded^  with  Peals  of  Thunder.  Be- 
fore this  auguft  Throne,  and  at  the  Difpofal  of  the  . 
once  flaughtcred  S  A V 1 0  U  R,  are  feven  Lamps  of 
burning  Fire ;  expreffivc  of  the  DIVINE  S  P I- 
Ri  T,  in  all  the  Variety  of  his  miraculous  Gifts, 
and  fanftifying  Graces  *. — Four  and  twenty  Elders, 
clothed  in  white  Raiment,  with  Crowns  on  their 
Heads,  and  the  Harps  of  G  O  D  in  their  Hands» 
fall  proftrate  in  deepeft  Homage  before  the  LAMB. 
They  ftrike  the  golden  Strings,  and  fing  that  fub- 
lime  euchariflic  Hymn  ;  Thcu  art  worthy  to  take  the 
Book^  and  to  open,  the  Seals  thereof:  for  thou  wajl  flain , 
and  hajl  redeenud  Us  to  GOD^hy  thy  Bloody  out  of 
every  Kindred^  and  Tongue^  and  People^  and  Nation  ; 
and  hafl  made  L/>,  unto  our '  G  O  Dj  Kings  and 
PrieJIs  f. 

Behold  the  Hierarchies  of  Angels :  they  are  in 
Number  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand — All  are 
Children  of  the  King  immortal,  and  each  is  brighter 

than 
•  Rev.  iv.  5.  t  Rev.  Y.  9,  10. 
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l  than  the  Morning  Star.— H^r*/  They  raife  their 

I  Voices,  and*  awaken  all  the  Powers  of  Harmony. 

Hofannas,  loud  and  rapturous/  fill  the  eternal 
Regions.— Do  You  enquire  5  Who  is  the  Caufe  of 
this  facred  Jubilee,  and  what  is  the  Burden  of  this 
celeftial  Song  ?  The  very  Perfon  We  are  extolling, 
and  the  very  Dodrine  We  would  eftablifb.  Worthy^ 
they  cry,  worthy  is  the  L  J  MB  that  was  Jlain^  t9 
rxceive  Power ^  and  Riches j  and  Wifdem^  and  Strength^ 
and  Honour^  and  Blefmg.— Nor  thefe  alone,  but 
every  Creature  which  is  in  Heaven,  and  on  the 
Earth,  and  under  the  Earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the 
Sea,  join  the  immenfe  Chorus.  In  fweet  refpon- 
five  Strains  of  Melody  and  Devotion,  thcgr  fing  and 
fpeak  Praifes  to  IM MANUEL:  Bleffi^gy  md 
Honour^  and  Glory,  and  Power,  he  unto  Him  thai 
fitteth  upon  the  Throne,  and  unto  the  LAMB  fir 
ever  and  ever  *. 

This,  You  obferve,  is  the  devout  Acknowledg- 
ment, not  only  of  the  Cherubim,  the  Seraphim, 
and  the  Spirits  of  juft  Men  made  perfefi:,  but  of 
every  Creature. — ^The  Sun,  the  Moon,  and  the  Stars, 
which  garnifh  the  Heavens-^B^z^iS  and  creeping 
Things,  Mountains  and  Hills,  fruitful  Trees  and 
all  Cedars,  which  replenilh  the  £^r/A-— Metals  and 
Minerals,  Gems  and  Foflils,  the  fub terraneous  Riches 
of  Nature,  or  Things  which  are  under  the  Earth — 
Even  all  thofe  Obje<as,  which  my  Theron  lately  con- 
templated, do,  each  in  a  proper  Way,  magnify  the 
LORD  JESUS.  They  bear  witnefs  to  his 
Power,  as  their  C  R  E  AT  C)  R ;  they  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  Defigns,  as  our  MEDIATOR ;  and, 
in  this  Manner,  they  all  glorify  his  ho3y  Name. 

Under 
•  Rev.  V.  II,  12,  13. 
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Under  fuch  Views  of  the  blcffed  REDEEMER, 
enlarged  and  elevated  even  to  Aftonifliincnt,  is  it  pof- 
fible  to  over-rate  the  Worth  of  his  Obedience  ?  Is  it 
poflible  to  lay  too  much  Strefs  on  his  expiatory  Sa* 
crifice,  or  afcribe  too  much  Efficacy  to  his  vicarious 
Righteoufnefs, 


•to* 


To  the  Honours,  which  He  receives,  let  Us  add 
the  IForks  which  He  has  done.  By  thefe,  in  the 
Duvs  of  his  Flefh,  were  difplaycd  the  Greatnefs  of 
hib  <.;iory,  and  the  Magnificence  of  his  Majcfty. 

BeboU!   fays  the  Almighty  FATHER.    My 
Servant ;  He  who  condefcends  to  become  my  Scr-. 
vant  in  the  matchleft  Work  of  Redemption  j  JbaB^ 
deal  prudently^  ihall  condu£l  Himfelf  with  all  the 
Dignity  and  all  the  Sanflity  of  Wifdom.     In  con^ 
fcquencc  of  which,  He  Jball  he  exalted^   he  extolled^ 
and  he  very  high  ♦.—The  Paraphrafe  of  the  Jewifi^ 
Commentators  on  this  beautiful  Climax  is,  though 
inadequate,  not  contemptible.    «  The  MESSIAH,' 
"  they  fay,  fliall  be  higher  than  ^^rjAiww,  rooreik. 
"  luftrious  than  Mofes^  and  exalted  above  the  An- 
"  gels  of  Light,  eve^i  above  the  prime  Minijiers  f  of 
«  Heaven/*— What  follows,  is  an  Attempt  to  ren- 
der this  Expofition  fomewhat  lefs  defietive. 

Here,  could  You  open  my  Chamber-door,  and 
throw  a  Glance  upon  your  Friend,  you  would  find 
Him  in  the  fame  Attitude,  and  under  the  fame 
Perplexity,  which  were  formerly  obferved  in  Pho" 
iion.  Sitting  one  Day,  amidft  an  AiTembly  of  the 
People,    and  preparing  to  make  a  public  Oration, 

He 
*  Ifai.  lii.  13, 
•   f  Prime  Minivers,   this  is  almoft  a  literal  Traiiilation 
of  their  Words,  nili^n  OK^Q 
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I.  He  appeared  uncommonly  thoughtful.    Being  afkect 

f  the  Reafon',  **  I  am  confidering,  faid  He,  howl 

i  **  may  Jhorten^  what  I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  fpealc.'*^ 

f  — ^The  Compafs  of  my  Subjeft,   would  dem^nJ 

I  many  Volumes  j  whereas,  the  Limits  of  my  Letter,^ 

will  allow  but  a  few  Paragraphs, 

-  Our  LORD   gave  Sight  to  the  Blind.    He 

poured  Day  upon  thofe  hopelefs  and  benighted  Eyes, 

which  had  never  been  vifited  with  the  leaft  dawning 

Ray. — The  Dumb^  at  his  Command,  found  a  ready 

Tongue,   and  burft  into  Songs  of  Praife.     The 

Deaf  were  all  Ear,  and  liftcned  to  the  joyful  Sound 

of  Salvation. — ^The  Lamef    lame  from  their  very 

Birth,  threw  afide  their  Crutches,  and  full  of  Tranf- 

port  and  Exultation,  leaped  like  the  bounding  Roe*.^ 

—He 

•  We  have  the  fined  Reprefentation  of  this  Event, 
given  Us  by  the  infpired  Hiftoriap,  J^s  iii.  8.  And  Me, 
kaptng  upt  Jiood,  and  *walked^  and  entered  with  them  into 
the  Temple ;  *walhngt  and  leaping^  and  praijing  G  O  /).— • 
The  very  Language  feems  to  exult,  in  a  redundant  Flow 
pf  cxpreffive  Phraies ;  juft  as  a  poor  Cripple,  who  never 
knew  either  the  Comfort  of  bodily  Vigour,  or  the  Plca- 
fure  of  local  Motion,  may  be  fuppofed  to  do,  when  fud- 
denly  and  unexpededly  bleifed  with  both.  He  would 
ex^rt  his  new  acquired  Powers  again  and  again ;  fird  in 
one  Attitude,  then  in  another.  Sometimes  to  try,  whe- 
ther He  was  really  healed,  and  not  under  the  plealing 
Deluiion  of  a  Dream  ;  fometimes  from  a  Tranfport  of 
confcious  Delight,  and  to  expfefs  the  Sallies  of  Joy  that 
fprung  up  in  his  Heart;. 

Though  I  acknowledge  Mr.  Pope^s  Dcfcription  to  be 
extremely  beautiful, 

—————  The  Lame  their  Crutch  Jhrego, 
And  leap  exulting  Me  the  bounding  Roe  ; 

yet  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf,  that  it  is  to  be  compared 
wjith  St.  iukeh  Draught,  cither  in  the  Variety  of  Figures ; 

in 
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•^Hc  rcftored  Fkridity  and  Biauty  to  the  FJefli, 
emaciated  by  confuming  Sicknefs^  or  encrufted  with 
m  lothcfome  Lcprofy.  r-  All  Manner  of  Difeafes^ 
diough  blended  with  the  earlieft  Seeds  of  Life,  and 
riveted  in  the  Conftitution  by  a  long  inveterate  Pre* 
ddminancy — ^Difeafes,   that  baffled  the  Skill  of  the 
Phyfician,   and  mocked  the  Force  of  Medicine-— 
thefe  He  cured,  not  by  tedious  Applications,  but  in 
the  Twinkling  of  an  Kye ;  not  by  coftly  Prefcrip- 
tions,  or  painful  Operations,  but  by  a  Word  from 
his  Mouth,  or  a  Touch  from  his  Hand ;  nay,  by  the 
Fringe  of  his  Garment,   or  the  bare  hSt  of  his 
Will. 

Any  one  of  thefe  Miracles,  had  been  enough  to 
•ndear  the  CharaSer,  and  eternize  the  Memory  of 
another  Perfon,  But  they  were  common  Things, 
Matters  of  daily  Occurrence,  with  our  Divine 
MASTER.  The  Years  of  his  public  Miniftry, 
were  an  unintcrmitted  Series  of  fuch  healing  Won- 
ders; or,  if  any  IntermifEon  took  place,  it  was 
only  to  make  way  for  the  more  invaluable  Miracles 
6f  fpiritual  Beneficence. — Let  Us  confider  thefe 
Things,  my  dear  Friend:  Let  Us  purfue  and  dwell 
upon  thefe  Hints.  Let  Us  familiarize  to  our  Minds 
the  Power  and  Glory  of  CHRIST.  Then  We 
fhall  fee  abundant  Caufe  to  acknowledge  —  with 
Gratitude  and  Joy  to  acknowledge.  That  our  Help- 
is  laid  upon  ONE  that  is  mighty  *.  nat  He  is  the 
Rocky  and  bis  Work  is  perfe£l  \. 

Behold' 

ID  the  Richnefs  of  Colouring ;  or  In  that  Exuberance  of 
Style,  which,  on  this  Occafion,  is  fo  happily  fignificant^ 
and  fo  perfe£lly  pi^urefque, 

♦  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  t  Deut.  xxxii.  4, 
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Behold  Him  exercifing  his  Dominion  over  the 
vegetable  Creation-  A  Fig-tree^  adorned  urith  the 
'  mod  promifing  Spread  of  Leaves,  .but  unprodudive 
of  the  expe&ed  Fruit,  withers  away  at  his  Rebuke. 
It  13  not  only  ftripped  of  its  verdant  Honours,  but 
dried  up  from  the  very  Roots  ♦,  and  periihes  for 
ever.  A  fearful,  yet  fignificant  Intimation,  of  that 
final  Ruin  t»  which  will  overtake  the  fpecious  Hy- 
pocrite. Who,  while  lavifh  in  outward  Profeffion, 
is  deftitute  of  inward  Piety. 

His 

•  Mark  xi.  20. 

t  It  is  pleafing  to  obfenre,  that  the  two  Miracles,  in 
which  our  LORD  difplayed  his  pumti<ue  or  <uiudiSi'ot 
Power,  were  exercifed,  not  on  the  human  Race,  but  on 
this  infenfible  Vegetable,  or  fome  unclean  Animals. — 
With  regard  to  the  latter  Cafe,  the  Cafe  I  mean  of  the 
$<winef  precipitated  into  the  Deep,  and  perifhing  in  the 
Sea,  much  opprobrious  Clamour  has  been  raifed.  As 
though  the  Adlion  was  injurious  to  the  Property  of  the 
Owners.— Not  to  mention  various  Confiderations,  which 
prove  the  Wifdom  and  Benignity  of  our  LO  RD*s  Pro- 
cedure, I  would  only  a(k  the  Complainer  or  the  Caviller* 
Whether  it  was  not,  according  to  the  Mo/aic  Law,  an 
Aft  of  righteous  diftrihuti<ve  Juftice  f 

That  was  a  bitter,  and,  I  think,  an  uncharitable  Re- 
flexion, made  by  a  fatyrical  Perfon,  upon  hearing  of 
Bi(ho][>  Kidiir*%  Calamity,  iti  the  Palace  of  Ba^h  and  WeUs^ 
(He  and  his  Lady  were  killed,  by  the  Fall  of  a  Stack 
of  Chimnies.)  what  Bujinefs  had  He  there?  Intimating, 
that  He  was  treated  as  He  deferved.  That  He  was  an 
Intruder  into  the  Preferment,  and  an  utijnft  Supplanter 
of  the  pious  (ejcftcd)  Bifliop  Kenn.  But  We  may  very 
truly,  and  very  juftly,  apply  the  farcaftic  Interrogation, 
on  this  Occafion ;  What  Bufine/s  had  the  Swine  among  the 
Gadercnes  ?  Wherefore  did  the  Sons  ofl/rael  debafe  and 
defile  themfelves,  with  this  unclean  Beafl  ?  It  was  a- 
Kind  of  eontrahattd  Goods  ;  prohibited  by  the  Statu te> 
Law  of  their  Kingdom ;  and  for  that  Reafon,  a  legal 
Forfieitare..  So  that  to  feize,  confifcate,  or  dcftroy  it,i 
was  ^ly  to  adminiilcr  Juftice,  and  execute  the  Law. 
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His  Eye  looked  through  the  fforld  of  Waters  j 
difcerncd  the  Fifh,  which  had  juft  fwallowed  a  Piece 
of  filver  Coin  \   and  .guided  its  Courfe  to  Peter'9 
Hook  ••    *Tis  true,  when  the  Gatherers  of  they2i«* 
ir§d  Tax  came,  to  colled  his  Share  for  the  Repa-  . 
ration  of  the  Temple  j  He  had  not  a  Sufficiency  of 
Money,  to  fatisfy  fo  fmall  a  Demand  f.     Yet  He* 
takes  occafion,  from  this  moft  abj^<a  Poverty,  tcf 
Qianifeft  the  Immenfity  of.  his  Riches.     He  makes 
the  great  Deep  his  Revenue ;  and  bids  the  fcaly  Na--> 
tions  bring  him  their  Tribute.     Never  was  fuch  In- 
digence aflbciated  with-  fuch  Magnificence  !    And 
never,  never  let  Us  forget,  that  the  Indigence  was 
ours,  the  Magnificence  all  his  own  ! 

The  Waters  themfelves,  it  may  be  faid,  are  far 
more  unmangeable,  than  their  Inhabitants.  Who 
can  controul  that  outrageous  Element  f  Which  has 
deftroyed  fo  many  gallant  Fleets,  with  the  Armies 
they  bore;  and  which  would  laugh  at  the  Oppofi- 
tion  of  the  united  World.— The  LORD  JESUS 
walks   upon  its   rolling   Surges  J.      The   rolling 

Surges^ 

*  Matt.  xvii.  27.  How  wonderful  is  thijf  feemingly 
little  Miracle  I  Or  rather,  what  a  Clufier  of  Wonders  i» 
comprized  in  this^ngle  Aft !— ^That  any  Fifli,  with  Mo- 
ney in  its  Mouthy  mould  be  catched — with  Money  jult 
of  fuch  a  Value — and  in  the  very  firft  Fi(h  that  ofTered 
i^felf — What  a  pregnant  Difplay  of  Omnifdence  to  fore- 
fee,  of  Omnipotence  to  over-rule,  all  thefe  fortuitous  In- 
cidents I 

t  About  Fourteen-pencc. 
•  t  ^^  treadeth  upon  the  Wa'ueo  of  the  Stfi^  is  one  of  the- 
Prerogatives  afcribed  to  the  Supreme  BEING,  Johix. 
S»  The  original  Word  >niD3  fignifies  a  Sea,  that  rolls. 
Mounf4un'bigh ;  and  fuch,  We  have  Reafon  to  fhppofe,; 
^re  the  Waves  on  which  otir  LORD  walked;  fince, 
the  VefTely  to  which  He  bent  his  Coarfi%  was  j9a9aiiCo|a»ov» 

lajhedjf 
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Surges,  fufpeiid  their  Fury ;  they  even  forget  their 
fluid  Nature,  to  fupport  the  Footfteps  of  their 
GOD. — He  fpeaks,  and  the,  moft  tempeftuous 
Agitations  are  a  Calm.  '  The  madding  Ocean, 
like  the  difpoffeffed  Demoniac,  comes  to  the  Feet 
of  JESUS,  fedate,  and  peaceable,  and  in  its 
right  Mind.  It  is  true  ;  the  Waves  of  the  Sea  are 
mighty^  and  rage  horribly^  but  yet  the  LORD^  who 
loved  Us,  and  wafhed  Us  from  our  Sins  in  his  own 
Blood,  is  mightier  *. 

The  JVinds  are  yet  more  ungovernable,  than  the 
madding  Ocean.  When  thefe  are  hurled  f  abroad, 
to  fliake  the  Earth,  and  tofs  the  Seas,  Who  can 
curb  their  Rage  ?  What  can  withjland  their  Impe- 
tuofity  ?  Even  the  boifterous  Winds  hear  the  SA- 
VIOUR'S Voice;  and,  as  foon  as  they  hear, 
obey.  His  Voice,  more  powerful  to  reftrain,  than 
Israzen  Dungeons  to  confine,  chides  J  the  furious 

Whirlwind  i 

Jajhedy  battered^  torvienied,  by  their  vehement  Coxicuf- 
iions.     Matt*  xiv.  24. 

•  Pfal.  xciii.  5, 

t  This  IS  the  literal  Tranflation  of  that  beautiful  He- 
>hrew  Phrafe,  which  occurs  Jonah  i.  4, — The  facred  Wri- 
ter, defcribing  the  ftormy  Meffenger,  which  was  dif- 
patched  to  arreft  a  fugitive  Servant,  fays  ^IDn — The 
LORD  hurled  forth  a  great  Wind.  The  fame  Expref- 
fion  is  applied  10  Saul,  (i  Sam.  xviii.  il.)  wh»:n  He 
darted  his  Javelin  at  Dwvidy  with  a  Dcfign  to  transfix 
•and  nail  Him  to  the  Wall. -r What  an  elegant,  and  hew 
awful  an  Image !  Storms  and  Tempcfts,  with  all  their 
irrefiftible  Fury  and  dreadful  Ravages,  are  like  mijj'ue 
Weapons  in  the  Hand  of  J E HO V  AH.  Which  He 
launches  with  greater  Eafe  and  furer  Aim,  than  the  moft 
expert  Warrior  emits  the  pointed  Steel. 

X  Chides — This  is  the  Meaning  of  that  fine  exprefiivc 
Word,  »flriV*!crj,  Matt.  viii.  26.  Which  fcts  the  Mirach^ 

Vol.  III.  G  in 
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Whirlwind.  The  furious  Whirlwind  is  awed  int» 
immediate*  Silence,  That  which  a  Moment  ago^ 
heaved  the  Billows  to  the  Clouds,  and  filled  with 
•Outrage  the  howling  Firmament;  now,  geatly 
whifpers  among  the  Shrouds,  and  fcarcely  curls 
,the  fmooth  Expanfe. 

Something  there  is,  even  within  the  narrow 
Compafs  of  our  own  Brea/is^  which  affords  Room 
for  more  fignal  Exertions  of  DEITY,  than  the 
turbulent  Billows,  or  the  refiftlefs  Storm*  Agree^- 
ably  to  the  Suggcftion  of  a  Prophet ;  For  h !  Ht 
that  formeth  the  Mountains ;  and  createth  the  ff^ndi, 
and-i  as  a  more  pregnant  Proof  of  divine  Perfedion^ 
declaretb  unto  Man  what  is  his  Thought^  the  GO I> 

<f 

in  the  moft  flriking  Light,  and  gives  Us  the  |rande/L 
Idea  of  the  Pcrfon,  who  wrought  it.  The  Hiflonan  fays 
not,  Hey^/  Him/elf  to  oppofe.  Tike  a  General  at  the  Head 
of  his  Troops  ;  )iAftrialy  commanded^  like  a  King  iiTuihg 
folemn  Orders  from  his  Throne  ;  but  He  rebuked^  like 
a  Father  chiding  a  heedlefs  Child,  or  a  Mailer  repri* 
manding  a  negligent  Servant. — It  is  one  of  the  moft  un- 
furmounuble  Difficulties  ;  it  is  abfolutely  the  moft  mar- 
velous £fFe6t  in  Nature ;  yet  accomplilhed  only  by  a 
Nod  from  JESUS  C  H  R I S  T.— The  feme  Language^ 
mod  gracefully  majelHc,  our  LORD  ufes,  when  Q>eaic- 
ing  by  his  Prophet;  Behold !  at  i^  Rebuke  ('nnyO^) 
I  dry  up  the  Sea.  Ifai.  1.  2. 

.  *  Immediate — This  Circumftance,  as  very  much  <^- 
^  grandizing  the  Miracle,  is,  with  great  hiflorical  Propn- 
'  ety,  remarked  by  the  Evangelilt.  The  Sea  is  known  te- 
have  a  prodigious  SimU^  and  very  tremendous  Agita- 
tions,' for  a  confideiable  Time  after  the  tempeftuous 
Wind  ceafes.  On  this  Occafion,  and  in  Obedience  to 
its  MAKER'S  Will,  it  departs  from  the  eftahlijhed 
Laws  of  Motion. — No  fooncr  is  the  Word  fpoken,  but 
there  is  a  Ccdm  ;  not  an  advancing,  but  an  inftantamous 
Calm  ;  not  a  partial,  but  a  ^erfiu  Calm.  Matt^  viii.  26. 
Xlark  iv.  39. 
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afHofts  ts  bis  Name  *.  The  Pofleffor  of  fuch  fur- 
paffing  Power  and  Wifdom,  can  be  no  other,  th^n 
the  Supreme  and  only  Potentate.— And  who  is  this, 
but  JESUS  CHRIST?  Heknew^  tvhat  was  m 
Manf.  He  difccrned  the  Secrets  of  the  Heart; 
difcemed  the  latent  Purpofe,  before  it  difclofed 
itfelf  in  Aftion  5  even  before  it  was  uttered  in 
Speech ;  nay,  while  it  lay  yet  an  unformed  Etnbrio 
m  the  Mind. 

His  Glance  pierced  into  Futurity  ':  efpied  Events, 
in  all  their  Cifcumftances  %,  and  with  the  greateft 
Perfpicuity,  before  they  came  into  Being.  Th« 
hidden  Things  of  Darknefs  were, open,  the  Contin^ 
genciis  of  the  Morrow  were  prefent,  to  his  all-per- 
Vading  Eye.  Nay,  the  unthought-of  Revolutions, 
G  Z  that 

^  Amos  iv.  13.     Mffirey  diclnlo^  iWlo  «&»pi^tfir  Ttx/ADpioy,  y 

ir  J^hm  ii.  25.  This  all-difcerning  Intclli-gepce  of  the 
t)  E I T  Y,  is  very  emphatically  expreffed  by  the  Pfalm-^ 
ift,  F/a/..cx^xix,  I,  2,  ^r.  Though  the  Sentiment,  in 
pffe  Claufc,  feems  to  be  fomewhat  weakened  by  our  Ver- 
fion.  nere  w  .not  a  WorJ  in  my  l^ongue^  would  have  ^ 
nobler  Turn,  and  more  exteniive  Meaning,  if  rendered  ; 
E'ven  BEFORE  the  Wwd  is  on  m  Tonfue,  Thou,  O 
ZOJkD,  iwwefi  it  altogether,  '311^^^  x\bO  \^  O,  Btjl 
nondstm  Sermo  efi  in  Lingua  tnea,      .         * 

t  In  all  tfteir  Circumftanqes — See  a  very  remarkably 
Exemplification  of  this  Particular,  Mark  xiv.  13.  Therjf 
Jhall  meet  jfou — not  barely  a  per/on^  but  the  Sex  and  Agp 
are  both  fpecified — not  two,  or  feveral>  but  one  Man-— 
.  4iot  within  any  given  Space  of  Time,  but  at  the  'very 
Ittftant  of  your  Arrival — not  empty-handed^  but  bearing 
a  FeJ/el-^not  of  Wood  or  Metal,  but  an  earthern  Pitcher 
*— filled,  not  with  Wine  or  Milk»  but  with  W'ater^-r 
carrying  it  into  that  'i;ery  Houfe,  where  the  Preparation 
was  made,  and  the  Paflover  was  to  be  celebrated.— 
What  a  Multitude  of  Confirrgencies  f  All  mittttcly  fpretoli 
by  our  L  O  R  D  ! 
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that  were  to  happen  in  diftant  Ages ;  the  aftonifii- 
ing  Cataftrophe  of  diffolving  Nature,  and  the  aw- 
ful Proccfs  of  everlafting  Judgment}  all  thefe 
He  clearly  forefaw,  and  particularly  foretold. 

Nor  does  He  only  penetrate  the  Receffes,  but 
over-rule  the  Operations  of  the  Soul.— He  fo  inti- 
midated a  Multitude  of  facrilcgeous  Wretches,  that 
they  fled,  not  before  his  drawn  Sword,  or  bent 
Bow,  but  at  the  Shaking  of  his  fingle  Scourge  ♦. — 
He  fo  awedy  by  one  fliort  Remonftrance  f ,  an  Af- 
fembly  of  conceited  and  oftentatious  Pharifees  ;  that 
they  could  neither  gainfay,  nor  endure  the  Energy 
of  his  Difcourfe.  Though  not  to  gainfay,  was  a 
tacit  Acknowledgment  of  their  Guilt ;  and  not .  to 
endure,  muft  cover  them  with  public  ConfuCon. — 
With  a  Word,  the  moft  mild  and  gentle  J  imagi- 
nable, He  flung  Terror  into  a  whole  Band  of  armed 

Men. 

♦  John  ii.   14,    15,  &c.     St:  Jerom  looks   upon  this. 
Miracle,  as  one  of  the  greateft,  which  our  SAVIOUR 
wrought.     And  indeed  the  Circumftanccs  are  very  ex- 
traordinary.— That  one  Man  Ihould  undertake  fo  hold, 
and  execute  fo  hazardous  a  Talk — One  Man,  without  a 
CommiJJjon  from  Cafar  ;  without  any  Countenance  from  the 
je^ijh  Rulers ;  without  any  Armsy  either  to  terrify  the 
Multitude,   or  defend  Himfelf. — That  He  ftiould  t:afb 
out  the  whole  Tribe  of  mercenary  Traffickers  ;  wreft, 
from  thofe  Worfiiipers  of  Wealth,   their  darling  Idol ; 
and  trample  under  Foot  their  great  Diana — And  all  this 
without  any  Tumult  or  Oppofltion  ;  not  one  of  the  fa^ 
crilegeous  Rabble,  daring  to  "  move  the  Hand,  or  open 
**  the  Mouth,  or  peep." — Whoever  reflefts  on  tHit  fierce 
and  ungo'vernahle  Nature  of  an  incenfed  Populace ;  or 
confiders  the  biticr  and  outrageous  Zeal  of  Demetrius  and 
the  Craftfmen,  on  a  lefs  irritating  Occafion ;  may  pof- 
fibly  find  Himfelf  almoft,  if  not  altogether,  of  the  Latin 
Father's  Opinion. 

t  John  viii.  7.  J.  John  xviii.^6* 
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Men.     Such  as  blafted  all  their  Courage  ;  and  laid 
them  as  if  ftruckwith  Lightening,y?«««^rf  and^r<7- 
Jhate  on  the  Ground. 

All  Hearts  are  in  his  Hand,  He  turneth  them^  as 
the  Rivers  of  Water ^  whitherfoever  He  will*  ;  with 
as  much  Eafe,  and  with  the  fame  efficacious  Sway, 
as  the  Current  of  the  Rivers  is  altered  and  deter- 
mined by  every  Infleftion  of  the  Channel. — Follow 
me^  was  his  Call  to  James  and  John  :  Follow  me  f, 
was  all  He  faid  to  Levi  the  Publican.  Though 
the  firft  were  engaged  in  all  the  Ardour  of  Bufi- 
nefs  5  though  the  lafl:  was  fitting  at  the  very  Re- 
ceipt of  Cuftoni ;  yet  both  He  and  they,  without 
any  Demur,  without  the  leaft  Delay,  left  the  lu- 
crative Employ ;  left  their  nearcft  Relations,  and 
refigned  their  earthly  Ally  to  attend  a  poor  and 
defpifed  M  A  S  T  E  R. — Their  Acquaintance,  no 
doubt,  would  remonftrate  a  thoufand  Inconvenien- 
cies.  Their  Enemies  would  not  fail  to  cenfure 
them,  as  rafli  Enthufiafts.  But  all  thefe  Confide- 
rations  were  lighter  than  Duft,  were  lefs  than  no- 
G  3  thing, 

•  Prov.  xxi.  I. 

+  Markiu  14.  He  faid  in  the  Beginning,  Let  there 
he  Light ;  there  was  Light.  Let  there  be  a  Firmament ; 
it  was  fpread  abroad.  Let  there  he  a  World ;  it  arofe  of 
Nothing. — In  the  Days  of  his  Fleih  likewife.  He  fpeaks, 
and  It  is  done.  His  Word  is  a  Work.  He  fays  to  the 
Difciples,  Follo^v  fne;  they  come — to  the  Leper,  Be 
clean  ;  He  is  cleanfed — to  the  Paralytic,  Ari/e,  take  t^p  thy 
Bed  J  and  fwalk ;  it  is  all  performed,  as  foon  as  com^ 
manded. — Surely  then  We  muft  confefs,  that  the  Voice, 
which  is  fo  mighty  in  Operation,,  is  the  Voice  of  a  GODy 
not  of  a  Man  I — TmMof  is  our  LORD's  ufual  Word, 
when  He  grants  a  miraculous  Cure  :  which  exactly;  cor- 
refponds  with*  that  admirdd  tind  magnificent  Exprcflicn 
*n'  Gen.  i.  3. 
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thin^,  when  fct  m  Competition  with  twa  W^rds 
enly  from  JESUS  of  Nazantb.  Imprefied,  deeplj- 
imprefTed  by  his  powerful  Summons,  fuch  Loia  thcf 
counted  Gain,  and  fuch  Obloquy  Gloi7.,-^And 
ihall  We  count  it  too  high  an  Hoiiom',or  too  gran4 
an  Office,  for  his  Obediinci  unt9  Deaths  to  make 
Us  perfc(SHy  righteous  before  GOD,  without  th^ 
Co-operation  of  any  Worka,  or  any  holy  walking 
of  our  own  ? 

He  planted  Bowels  of  Compaffion  in  the  unfeel- 
ing avaricious  Wretch ;  and  eUvaied^  beyond  the 
Height  of  the  Stars,  Defires  that  lay  groveling  even 
below  the  Mire  of  the  Swine.  The  Slaves  of  Sia 
He  reftored  to  the  Liberty  of  Righteoufnefs  |  and 
unhappy  Creatures,  who  were  degenerated  into  the 
Likenefs  of  the  Devil,  He  renewed  after  the  Image 
of  the  blcffed  GOD.— Thefc  were  the  Effeds  of 
his  perfonal  Preaching ;  thefe  are  ftill  the  Conquefts 
of  his  glorious  Gofpel  5  and  do  not  thefe  declare 
his  Dominion  over  the  Intellefiual  Oeconomy  ? 
That  the  World  of  Minds^  as  well  as  of  material 
Nature,  is  open  to  his  Infpeftion,'  and  fubjecft  to 
his  Controul  ? 

The  Dead  fecm  to  be  more  remote  from  human 
Cognizance,  than  the  Secrets  of  the  Breaft ;  lefs 
liable  to  any  human  Jurifdi£Hon,  than  the  war- 
Hng  Elements.  What  Potentate  can^ilTue  a  ff^rii 
bf  Releafe  to  the  Grave  ?  Or  cite  the  diflodged  Soul, 
to  re-enter  the  breathlefs  Corpfe  ?— Yet  this,  even 
tbis,^  our  mighty  MEDIATOR  executed.  He 
bpfened  the  Eyes,  which  yvtrtfuni  in  Shades,  and 
J^led.ifi  the  Tomb.  He  bid  the  Heart,  that  had 
forgot  its  vital  Motion,  ffM-ii^  into  Life  and  Afti- 
vity»     The  crimfon  Floodj  long  congealed  by  the 

|C^ 
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r  icy  Hand  of  Death  j  which  had  not  only  loft  it* 

r  Pulfe  by  Stagnations .  but  likewife  changed  its  very 

f  Texture  by  PutrrfaBion  *  ;  circulates,  at  his  Or- 

der, all  florid  and  mantling  with  Health  t>  through 
I  the  wondering   Veins.  —  The  Spirit^  which  ha'd 

taken  its  Flight  into  the  invifibU  State,  which  had 
taken  its  Place  in  eternal  Habitations,  returns,  at 
our  REDEEMER'S  Signal,  to  the  Tenement  of 
mouldering  Clay ;  and,  by  the  amazing  Vifity 
proclaims  his  Sovereignty  over  thofe  unkntfwn 
Realms  J  and-thWrmyfterious  Inhabitants. 

As  He  recals  from,  fo  He  admits  into,  the 
Abodes  of  future  Happinefs.  His  Hands,  when 
fwolien  with  Wounds,  and  nailed  to  the  Trecj 
evidently  fuftained  the'  Keys  of  Hell  and  of  Death  %' 
Then,  even  then.  He  opened  and  He  lliut  either 
the  Gates  of  the  Grave,  or  the  Portals  of  Paradife. 
What  He  fays  to  the  penit-ent  Thief,  is  the  Lan- 
guage of  fupreme  Authority ;  To  Day  Jhalt  thou  be 
with  me  in  Paradife  §.  It  is  a  royal  Mandamus.  He 
G  4    .  fpeak^ 

*  John  xi.  39. 
f  Mantlmg  <with  Health — Such  was  the  State  of  thofi; 
Bodies,  which  our  LORD  raifed  from  the  Dead.  •  Nof 
weak  and  languid,  like. Patients  beginning  to  recover, 
from  a  tediotis  or  violent  Illnefs.     On  the  contrary,  they 
were  no  fooner  alive,  than  perfedly  well:     Their  Ap*- 
petite,  their  Vigoar,  and  every  happy  Concomitant  of 
Health,  returned  together  with  their  Life. — To  demon- 
ilrate  this  wonderful  Circumllance,  and  render  it  morp 
obfervable,  our  SAVIOUR,  when  he  refcued  the  Ro^ 
Jer's  Daughter  from  the  Dominion  of  Death,  command-  ' 
ed  to  give  Her  Meat.    A  Command,  which,  fuperficiaUy 
confidered,  might  fecm  unworthy  of  Notice.     But  viewr 
ed  in  this  Connexion,  appears  graceful  and  important t 
fuch  as  tends,  if  not  to  aggrandize  the  Miracle,  yet  to 
place  it  in  the  moft  HrikiBg  Light.     See  LukeViW.  55. 
I  Rev.  i.  18.  %  Luke  xxiii.  45. 
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fpcaks  from  the  Crofs,  as  from  a  Throne.  While 
executed  as  a  Malefadtor,  He  not  only  difponfes 
Pardon,  but  difpofes  of  Scats  in  Glory.' 

Does  our  LORD's  Superiority  extend  to  thofe 
malignant  Beings,  the  Devil  and  his  Angels  ?  — 
Even  thefe,  in  fpight  of  all  their  formidable 
Strength  *,  and  inextinguifhable  Rage,  He  makes 
his  Footftool.  He  brake  the  Teeth  of  thofe  in- 
fernal Lions;  and  refcued  the  hclplefs  Prey,  on 
which  their  bloody  Jaws  were  doling.  At  his 
Command,  they  abandon  their  Conquefts ;  and  re- 
linquiih,  however  indignant^  however  reluofantj  their 
long-accuftomed  Habitations.  YWs/iugle  Command, 
more  forcible  than  ten  thoufand  Tliunderbolts,  dif- 

poffelTes 

.  •  Milton,  dcfcribing  the  Fewer  of  the  apoftate  Angels, 

faysi 

■ — ^  — ^—The  leaft  cf  Whom  could  *wield 

Tbe/e  Elements  ;  and  arm  Him  <wtil}  the  Force 
Of  all  their  Regions.  Bock  VI.  221 . 

This  I  lay  before  the  Reader,  bat  dare  not  avouch  for 
Truth,  becaufe  it  is  not  confirmed  by  Scripture.  Thus 
much  however,"  is  evident  from  our  unerring  Book ; 
That  their  Might  is  very  great,  and  very  formidable. 
&atan  is  called  The  GOD  of  this  World.  2  Cor.  iv.  4. 
He  and  his  Angels  are  ftyled,  The  Rulers  of  the  Darknefs 
nfthis  World.  Eph.  vi.  12.  They  had  for  many  Ages, 
obtained  an  abfolute  Dominion,  not  over  a  few  King- 
doms only,  but  over  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth,  Jud^ta 
only  excepted.  The  Apoftle  teaches  Us  to  conuder  the 
Opposition  of  Flefli  and  Blood,  even  of  all  Mankind, 
though  affociated  in  one  hoftile  League;  as  far  Icfs  to  be' 
'  feared,  than  the  Enmity  and  Rage  of  Pn>a)>a//V/w,  and 
Ponx3ers»andfpiritual  Wickedneffes. — After  fuch  an  Account 
cf  our  invifible  Enemies,  ftiouldnot  We  cry  mightily  to 
ourCaptain,and  their  Conquer»our?  **L0  R  D,  never  leave 
"  Us,  nor  forfake  Us.  But  hide  Us  under  the  Shadow 
**  of  thy  Wings,  and  cover  our  Heads  in  the  Day  of 
«*  Battle!" 
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poffeffes  a  whole  Legion  ♦  of  thofc  fierce  .  and 
haughty  Spirits :  drives  them,  all  terrified  and  de-* 
precating  feverer  Vengeance,  to  feek  Reft  in  foli- 
tary  Defarts,  or  to  herd  with  the  moft  fordid  Brutes. 
As  the  bleffed  JESUS  treads  upon  the  Necks  of 
thofe  Powers  of  Darknefs,  He  receives  the  willing 
Services  of  the  yfngels  of  Light.  The  Angels,  ia 
comparifon  of  Men,  are  ftyled  Gods.  How  great 
muft  be  their  Luftre  and  Glory  !  Since  their  very 
Appearance  ftruck  Prophets  almoft  dead  with  Fear, 
and  tempted  even  an  Apoftle  to  Idolatry.  Yet, 
when  the  firft- begotten  SON  is  brought  into  the 
World,  thefe  Gods  are  commanded  to  wor(hip 
Him  f.     Though  they  excel  %  in  Strength,  and  are 

a^ive 

•  •  Mark  v.  9. 

+  Compare  Hei.  u  6.  with  P/aJ.  xcvii.  7. 

J  Would  any  One  fee  a  Sketch  of  the  Glory  and: 
Excellence  of  the  angelic  Nature  ?  Let  Him  fee  it,  in 
that  inimitably  fine  Stroke-  of  the  facred  Pencil.  /  /aw 
another  Angel  come  down  from  Hewven^  having  great  Po^je^ 
and  the  Earth  nvas  lightened  with  his  Glory.  Rev.  xviii.  i . 
The  lafl  Claufe  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  moil:  mailerly 
Touches  of  defcriptive  Painting,  extant  in  Hiftory, 
Poetry,  or  Oratory,  Milton  gives  Us  a  Strifture  of  the 
fame  Kind,  and  on  the  fame  Subje6l.  Bat  the  foetie 
Flighty  though  very  fublime^  is  greatly  inferior  to  the 
apocalyptic  Vifion. 

: r^On  He  led 

His  radiant  Filesy  daxling  the  Moon. 

In  this  Cafe,  We  have  a  whole  Brigade  of  celeflial  War* 
riors ;  in  the  former,  only  2i Jingle  angelic  Being.  Thofc 
are  reprefcntcd,  as  irradiating  the  Nighty  ancf  outfhining 
the  Moon:  this,  as  exceeding  the  Brightnefs  of  the  Sun  ; 
diiFufing  additional  Splendors  on  the  Day ;  and  illumi- 
nating, not  a  vaft  Plain,  not  a  vafter  Kingdom,  but  the 
whole  Face  of  the  Globe. — Ufuch  be  the  Luftpe  of  the 

Servant, 
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saive  as  Flames  of  Fire )  yet  they  fulfil  his  Cc»in- 
mandment,  and  hearken  unto  the  Voice  of  turn 
Words.  They  graced  the  Solemnity  of  his  Birth  5 
they  attended  Him,  after  his  Temptation  in  tbm 
Wilderncfs ;  they  were  the  firft  joyful  Preachers  of 
his  triumphant  RefurreAion  j  and,  feated  as  He  is 
on  the  Right-hand  of  the  MAJESTY  in  the 
Higheft, 

*  *TheyJiand  with  Tf^tngs  outfpready 

Ltjiening  to  catch  their  Majier*s  Uajl  Command^ 
.  And  fly  through  Nature y  ier  the  Moment  end. 

^  Behold  Him,  now,  doing  according  to  his  Will^ 
:n  the  Armies  of  Heaven,  and  among  the  Ihhabi- 
tsnts  of  the  Earth— -Swaying  the  Sceptre,  >over  the 
Legions  of  Hell,  and  the  Powers  of  Nature— Ex- 
ercifing  Dominion,  in  the  Hearts  of  Men,  in  the 
Territories  of  the  Grave,  and  the  Manfions  of  dif- 
cmbodied  Spirits. — Doing  all  this,  not  as  a  Dele- 
gate, but  as  a  Sovereign.  Not  by  a. communicated 
Ability  but  by  his  own  Omnipotence.  Purfuant 
to  the  Tcnour  of  that  Majeftic  Claim,  My  FA- 
THER workeihy  and  I  work\.  Not,  my  FA- 
THER worketh  hy  Me ;  but,  I  work  in  Concert 
ivith  the  FATHER.  I  perform  the  fame  mar- 
velous Things  5  from  the  fame  underived  Power  j  • 
and  by  the  fame  fupreme  Authority  J. 

Then 

Servant,  what  Images  can  difplay  the  Majefty  of  the 
LORD?  Who  has  thou/and  Thoufands  of  thofe  glorious 
Attendants  miniftering  unto  Him^  and  ten  ihcu/and  tiines  ten 
ihcuf and ftanding  before  Him?  Dan.  vii.  10.  ^ 

+  John  V.  17. 
t  This  is  eridcntly  the  Senfe,  in  which  the  ^e^uos  un. 

dcrftood 
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Then  let  my  Thertn  detcriftinc — ^undtr  fuch  View* 
of  our  SAVIOUR'S  unequaled  Majefty,  and  un- 
bounded Sovereignty^  let  Him  determine  -^whether 
k  be  fafe^)  to  reft  our  infinite  and  eternal  Intereft^^ 
en  0urcwn  Righteoufnefs,  rather  than  on  His. 

We  have  fele<fied  fome  few  Manifeftations  of  our 
REDEEMER'S  e;ecellent  Greatnefs.  Even  the 
Evangelical  Hiflorians,  give  us  no  larger  a  Porpor- 
tion  of.his  aftonifliing  Deeds,  than  the  Firft-fruits 
bear  to  a  copious  Harveft*  Yet,  were  they  all  par- 
ticularly enumerated,  and  circumftantially  difplay- 
ed,  they  would  appear  inconfiderable  j  compared 
with  thofe  far  more  di/HnguiJhed  Trophies  of  AI- 

inighty 

dcrftood  our  LORD:  otherwife,  they  would  not  havt 
charged  Him  with  the  fuppofed  Blafphemy,  of  making 
Himjelf  equal loith  GOD.  Ver.  i8. — This  is  no  lefs  cvi* 
dently  the  Meaning,  which  our  LORD  intended  to 
exprefs;  as  appears  from  his  own  Explanation  of  th« 
PafTagc.  What/oeverThitf^s  the  FATHER  doeth,  thefe 
alfo doetb  the  SON  likenvi/e;  ravrut  otMivi,  The  felf-fanm 
Things^  inihe.f elf 'fame  Manner.  Ver.  19. — From  hence 
St.  Chtyfoftomy try  forcibly  evinces,  Wfxow/iirtft'njir  w^oammt^ 
vva^iff  7n9  ^Dftivp/Ixify  ^mfA*y,  TttP  t^8ffw»  TUf  avQt^rvtnfj  rot 
amafatK?M*TO¥  avte  to  wfof  Tor  vranfct^  the  eternal  Exifiencey 
the  underiijed  Ponmer^  the  all-creating  Agency  of  the  SO  JV, 
and  his  ahfolute  Equality  iviih  the  FATHER.  n<y«  ei 
ttlh^oh  TM>i(  vTrBfyot  htyu9  rof  wop ;  vuq  ay  ftn  xncu^o^  tnoi,  i ^ 
ttiFt^  0  Trarv^  Vom»,  raura  nai  •  piof  v/xoi*^  ^rotii ;  Traya^  to  cjuotdf;, 
u  •  fjav  vTFVfyoi,  0  h  iiifwifyoi ;  Ho'w  then  dare  Any  frefume  i9 
fiyle  the  SON  ef  G OD  a  fuhordinate  Agent  ?  Htrw  <m 
He  he  fuherdinate^  if  He  a&s  in  the  *very  fame  Manner  -with 
the  Almighty  FAT  HE  R?  If  the  One  hefuprcme,  and  the 
Other  fiUfordimatef  the  ro  o^uifi  the  Samenefs  ofASiing  can- 
pot  fuhfift^  There  is  an  evident  Diffroportion^  an  utter 
P^arity, 
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mighty  Power,  which  He  has  decreed,  in  fome  fii- 
turc  Period,  to  crc£t  *. 

•He  will  gather  to  his  facrcd  Fold,  the  People  of 
his  antient  Church  ;  though  they  are  difperfed  into 
all  Lands,  and  moft  invetcrately  prejudiced  againft 
the  Truth  of  his  Gofpcl.— How  mighty  was  his 
Hand,  how  Hluftrioufly  outftretched  his  Arm,  when 
|Ic  made  a  Path  through  the  Surges  of  the  Ocean  ; 
drove  the  Torrent  of  y^ri^w  backwards ;  and  fetch- 
ed Rivers  of  Waters  from  the  flinty  Rock !  Far 
more  mighty  will  be  its  Operations,  when  He  (hall 
remove  the  fecmingly  unfurmountable  ObftruSions, 
to  the  general  Rejioration  of  tha  Jews  ;  Iball  throw 
all  their  religious  Apprehenfions  into  a  new  Chan- 
nel ; 

•  The  Dignity  of  our  LORD,  confidcrcd  as  the 
CREATOR  and  PRESERVER  of  all  Things,  is 
not  mentioned  Here ;  becaufe,  fomething  of  this  Kind 
is  profeffcdly  attempted,  in  ne  Dcfcant  upon  Creation^ 
fubjoined  to  the  firft  Volume  of  Meditations  among  the 
Tomht,  &c.  To  which  I  beg  Leave  to  refer  my  Readers, 
And  (hall  more  than  mnke  amends  for  the  prefent  Omif- 
fion,  by  tranfcribing  a  PalTage  from  the  Nig^i -Thoughts  i 
which  prefents  Us  with  a  magnificent  Difplay  of  this 
great  Truth. 

. THOU,  by  ivhom  zlUfForlds 


'  Were  made,  and  one  redecm'd  ;  twho/e  regal  Po^wer 
On  more  than  adamantine  Bajjsfx*d ; 
OV  Tttoret  far  more  than  Diadems  and  Thrones 
IttfvioUJfly  reigns ;  beneath  njohofe  Foot, 
And  by  the  Mandate  ofnvhofe  anfjful  Nod, 
AU  RegicnSf  Revolutions y  Fortunes y  Fates^ 
Of  High^  cf  LoiVy  of  Mifid  and  Matter,  roll 
Through  thefiori  Channeh  of  expiring  Trme^ 
Or  Jhcrelefi  Ocean  of  Eternity. 

Night-Thoughts,  N°  IX. 
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nel ;  and  caufe  Tears  of  penitential  Sorrow  to  ftart 
from  their  ftony  Eyes,  Confeflions  of  unfeigned 
Faith  to  iflue  from  their  blafpheming  Lips. — Yet 
thus  it  will  aflliredly  be.  In  the  Volume  of  the  di- 
vine Book  it  is  written.  They  JJ^all  look  on  Him^ 
whom  they  hcve  pierced^  and  moura*.  They  fliail 
fidore  as  the  M  E  S  S  I  A  H,  the  oiicedefpifed  Gali^ 
lean  5  and  fix-  all  their  Hopes  of  final  Felicity  on 
that  very  PERSON,  whoni  thrir  Fathers  flew 
and  hanged  on  a  Tree. 

Amazing  Revolution  in  the  religious  World  f 
Yet  this,  together  with  the  JDeftrudion  of  ^a//- 
chrifty  and  the  Illumination  of  the  benighted  Gen- 
tiles^  may  pafs  for  fmall  Incidents  ;  compared  with 
thofe  ftupendous  Events,  which  will  dignify,  and 
fignalize  the  clofing  Scene  of  Affairs. 

Then,  fhall  the  LO RD  JESUS  he  manifcft- 
ed  in  unfpeakable  Glory  5  and  exert  fuch  A<2s  of 
Omnipotence,  as  will  be  the  Terror  of  Hell,  the 
Joy  of  Heaven,  the  JVonder  of  Etanity. — Then, 
will  He  put  an  end  to  Time,  and  bid  the  Springs 
of  Nature  ceafe  to  operate. — Then,  (hall  his  tre-  * 
mendous  Trumpet  rend  the  univerfal  Vault,  and 
pierce  the  Dormitories  of  the  Dead. — ^Then,  will 
He  Jhake  the  Earth  out  of  its  Place  f,  and  before 
bis  majeftic  Prefence  the  Heavent  Jball fiee  owaj  J. — 

Then 

*  Zech.  xii.  lo.  f  Job  ix.  6.  , 

t  How  grand  is  the  Idea,  when  D^imd  prays!  Bcw 
thy  Heavens  i  O  LORD,  and  come  do^MH  ;  touch  the  Moun* 
tains f  and  they  jhall  /moke. — Much  grander  is  the  Image, 
when  He  fays  :  The  Strings  of  Waters  mjere  feen^  and  the 
Foundations  of  the  World 'vjere  di/ceyvercdf  at  thy  Chiding,  O 
Z  O  JJ  Z).— Tranfcendently  and  inimitably  grand  is^  this 
Defcription,  though  given  ip  the  plaineft  Wc^-dt/ and 

th« 
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Then  (hftll,  not  a  Nution  only,  but  Multitudes, 

Multitudes 

the  inoft  artlcfs  Manner.  /  faw  a  rnat  nfuhiu  Thr^ng^ 
Mfid  HiM  THAT  SAT  ON  IT.  frtm  ^h^ft  F^mcs 
the  Heavens  and  the  Earth  fled  anvay,  and  there  ivas  nw 
FUce  feundfor  tbenu  Rct.  xx.  i  i  . 
.  In  Ftrgirt  admired  Reprefencation,  Jupiter  hurts  hi* 
Thunder  and  a  Mountain  falls  at  the  Stroke.; 


IJte  flagranti 


Aut  Atho^  aut  Rhodopen,  aut  alia  Cerauma  Tela 

Dejieit,  '  Gcorg.  I.  j^i. 

tn  Homer's  more  terror-ftriking  Piece,  Neptune  fhaket 
the  wide -extended  Earth.  The  Mountains  tremble  to 
their  Center ;  the  Ocean  heaves  its  Billows ;  and  Cities 
reel  on  their  Foundations. 


TouubJt  aien fiffvnff  eptuv  r    mvwa  *afn»»f 

Iliad.  T.J  7« 

Here,'  the  SON  of  the  eternal  GOD  appears  only, 
and  all  Nature  is  alarmed  :  nor  Heaven  nor  Earth  cap 
keep  their  Standing  :  they  flee  away,  like  the  frighted 
Roe. — What  aileth  Thee,  O  thou  Earth,  that  thou 
fieefl  ?  And  Ye  Heavens,  that  Ye  make  Hafte  to  efcapef 
Surely,  they  fpeak,  by  this  precipitate  Flight,  the  incon- 
ceivable Grandeur  or  their  Jttdge.^  Nor  can  the  Tongoe 
of  Men  and  Angels  fpeak  it  fo  emphatically. — l&w 
groveling  are  the  loftieft  Excurfions  of  the  Grecian  and 
Reman  Mufe,  compared  with  this  Magnificence  and  Ele- 
vation o£  the  prophetic  Spirit ! 

Let  Us  confider  the  PaiTage  a  little  more  attentively., 
i^okt  hac  fub  Luce  *oideri.  Mafterly  Performances,  the 
Eiore  oiofely  they  are  examined,  the  more  highly  they 
charm. — It  is  not  did,  A  few  Herds  of  the  Foreft,  a 
few  Kings,  or  Armies,  or  Nations ;  but  the  whole  Syftcm 
of  created  Things,  The  Heavens  and  the  Earth.-^t  is  not 
faid.  They  were  thrown  into  great  Commotions^  bte 
they  fled  intirely  away ;  noft,  they  Started  from  their 

Foundations, 
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Multitudes  of  Nations,  h  b$rH  in  a  Day  ♦  ;  y«» 
rather,  in  aa  Hour,  in  a  Moment,  in  the  Twink- 
ling of  an  Eye.— All  that  are  afleep  in  the  Beds  of 
Death  5  even  thofe  whcs  perifhing  in  Tempefls^  are 
funk  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Ocean ;  or,  fwallowcd 
up  by  Earthquakes^  are  buried  at  the  Center  of  the 
Globe  J  all  fhall  hear  his  Voice ;  and  hearings 
Ihall  awake;  and  awaking,  fhall  come  forth .-4 
livery  human  Body,  though  Ages  have  revolved^ 
Cnce  it  gave  up  the  ghoft  j  though  Worms  have 
devoured  the  Flefli,  and  Diffolution  mouldered  the 
Bones ;  though  its  Parts  have  been  grinded  by  the 
Teeth  of  Beafts,  or  confumed  by  the  Rage  of  Fire,; 
diflipated  in  viewlefs  Winds,  or  fcattered  over  the 
boundlefs  Globe  ^  loft  to  our  Senfes,  and  loft  even 
to  our  Imagination ;  yet  will  every  human  Bbdy 
then  be  reftored ;  its  Limbs  reaffembled,  and  not 
an  Atom  wanting  ;  its  Frame  rebuilt,'  and  neyer  be 
demolifhed  more. 

Then,"  ihall  the  unnumbered  Myriads  of  depart- 
ed Spirits  return  from  their  feparate  Abodes ;  and^ 
eommiilioned  by  HIM  who  is  the  Refurre^ipn  and 
f  thi  Life^  reanimate  each  his  orjganized  Syftem.-*. 
Then,  fhall  Satan  and  his  Accomplices,  thofe  ex- 
ecrable 

Foundations,  but  Xhtyfell  into  Dijoluthm:;  not,  they  re*^ 
moved  to  a  diftant  Place,  but  there  ^as  found  no  Place  for 
them ;  they  ceafed  to  cxift ;  they  were  no  more. — And 
all  this,  not  at  the  dri£i  Command  of  the  LORiy 
JESUS  }  not  at  his  awful  Menace,  or  before  his  fiery 
Indignation ;  hat  at  the  Sare  Prefmee  of  his  Majefty, 
iitting  with  ferene  but  adorable  Di^ty  on  his  Tkrone^ 
If  this  is  not  the  true  Suhlimey  m  its  utmoft  Scope». 
Force,  and  Beauty ;  I  muft  confefs,  I  never  faw  it,  nor 
«ver  expe^  to  fee  it* 

•  I&i.  Ix.  8. 
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ecrable  and  horrid  Criminals,  be  dragged  from 
their  Pungeons  of  Darknefs,  and  receive  their 
Doom  at  the  REDEEMER'S  Tribunal.— Then, 
•will  Mifery  and  Happincfs,  both  confummate,  and 
both  cverlafting,  be  awarded  by  JESl/S  of  Na- 
%areth. — Then,  will  He  confign  over  the  ungodly 
World,  and  the  rebellious  Angels,  to  Flames  of 
Hell,  and  to  Agonies  of  Defpair.  Then,  will  He 
inveft  the  Righteous  With  the  Inheritance  of  Hea- 
ven, and  inflate  them  in  the  Fulnefs  of  Joy. — His 
Word  is  Fate.  His  Sentence  is  irrevocable.  Im- 
mutability fcals,  and  Eternity  executes,  whatever 
He  decrees. 

And  has  this  JESUSj  (o  glorious,  fo  majeftic, 
fo  adorable — hag  HE  vouch fafed  to  take  our  Na- 
ture, and  become  our  Righteoufnefs  ?  Was  HE 
made  under  the  Law  ?  Did  HE  fulfil  all  its  De- 
mands ?  Give  perfect  Satij>fa£Hon  to  the  pcnaly  and 
yield  perfedl  Obedience  to  the  preceptive  ?  On  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  Merit  of  all  might  be  made  over  to 
Us? — Aftonifhing  Condefcenfion  f  Ineffable  Graced 
What  Thanks  are  due,  to  fuch  infinitely  rich 
Goodnels  ! — What  t  Remedy  is  here,  for  the  Im- 
potence arid  Guilt  of  fiillen  Man  ! — What  a  fure 
Foundation  of  Hope,  what  an  abundant  Source  of 
Joy,  to  every  One  that  believeth  ? 

It  is  declared  by  the  Oracle  of  GOD,  That 
fuch  an  HIGH'PRIE ST  became  Usy  was  abfo'- 
lutely.neccflary  for  our  obnoxious  and  ruined  Con- 
dition, zUho  is  holy,  harmlefs^  nndefikd^  feparate  from 
Sinners  ♦ — who  is  Heir  of  all  Things,  and  the  Bright^ 

nefs 

*  Hcb.  vii.  i6. 
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nrfs  rf  Ae  eternal  FATHER'S  Ghry'^  Jt  ap- 
piears,  I. flatter  myfelf,  from  the  Letter  already  in 
ypur  Hand,  That  CHRIST  fully  anfwers  the 
former  Chara&er.  From  this  Epiftle,  I  hope  it 
will  appear.  That  He  is  the  very  Perfon  defcribed 
in  the  latter  Text.  From  both,  that  He  is  what 
his  Prophet  ftyles,  A  SAVIOURand  a  gnat  Onef. 
.  Eftimate  now,  my  dear  Friend,  eftimate  if  You 
c^n,  the  Dignity  and  Excellency  of  this  Sublime 
PERSON.  Then  may  You  learn,  how  to  ftate 
the  ff^orth  of  his  Righteoufnefs,  and  the  Degree  of 
Affiance  fuited  to  bis  Merits.  Rather  you  will  per- 
ceive, that  his  fpotlefs  Birth,  his  perfeSly  x)bedi- 
cnt  Life,  his  cxquifitely  bitter  Death,  are  a  Satif- 
fsiftion  of  unknown  Dignity ;  precious  J,  far  be- 
yond all  the  Graces  of  Men,  aiid  all  the  Duties  of 
Angels  ;  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  rely 
on  them,  and  come  unto  GOD  through  them. 

Confonant  to  this,  are  the  Sentiments  of  that 
penetrating  Critic  and  profound  Scholar,  Dr.  Lights 
foot.  Who,  treating  of  the  fame  Subjeft  fays— 
*^  Add  to  all  this  the  Dignity  of  his  Perfon,  who 
*«  performed  this  Obedience  :  that  He  was  GOD 
^<  as  well  as  Man  :  and  his  Obedience  is  infinite. 
*<  Such  as,  in  its  Validity,  fubdued  Satan,  and  in 
«<  its  All-fufficiency  fatisfied  the  Juftice  of  GOD.'* 
—After  which,  our  celebrated  Author  makes  this 
important  and  delightful  Improvement ;  **  Think, 
•'  Chrifiiariy  what  a  Stock  of  Obedience  and  Righ- 
*«  teoufnefs  here  is  for  thee,  to  anfwer  and  fatiafy 
Vol.  m.  H  .'*'^^K 

<       *     •  Hcb,  i.  2,  3.  t  Ifai'  «x.  20. 

X  This  is  exprelTed  by  the  facred  Hiilorian,  with  an 
Eoergy  whiph  lio  Tranflation  can  equal ;  ^9  T»p}^  f 
vStitvfM¥^  o>  {liy.nff»{k  0^w^v*«/9j9^oe^*    Matt»  xxvii*  f» 
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<<  for  thy  Difobedience  and  Unrighteoufiiefi,  it- 
«<  Thou  become  a  Child  of  the  Covenant.  Here 
<<  is  enough  for  every  Soul  that  comes  to  Hini» 
<<  be  they  never  fo  many.  Like  the  Widow's  Oil 
<<  in  the  Book  of  KingSy  there  is  enough  and  enough 
^<  again,  as  long  as  any  Veflel  is  brought  to  re- 
<<  ceive  it  V  So  that  a  Sinner,  enriched  with- 
CHRIST's  Righteoufnefs,  has  no  Need  to  wiih 
for  any  Thing,  cannot  poilibly  obtain  any  Thing, 
to  render  him  more  completely  righteous  in  the 
Sight  of  GOD. 

We  do  not  wonder,  that  Gentiles^  who  are  igno« 
rant  of  the  REDEEMER;  that  Jmfx,  who 
treat  Him  with  contemptuous  Scorn  \  that  Profef- 
firs  of  Religion)  who  deny  his  eternal  GOD- 
HEAD; place  little,  place  no  Confidence  in  his 
Righteoufnefs.  But  it  is  ftrange,  that  Cbrifiiausj 
who  know  the  SAVIOUR;  who  acknowledge* 
his  t>ivimty ;  and  believe  Him  to  be  exalted  above 
all  Bleffing  and  Praife— it  is  exceedingly  ftrange, 
that  they  do  not  njoiee  in  Him ;  make  their  btaji 
in  Him ;  and  fay,  with  a  becoming  Difdain,  of 
every  other  Dependence,  Git  ye  hence  f  / 

The  Obedience  of  CHRIST!— The  Obe- 
dience of  H I  ^,  who  walketh  in  the  Circuit  of 
the  Skies  t,  and  all  the  Kingdoms  of  the  World 
are  reputed  as  Nothing  before  Him  ! — ^The  Obc-  * 
dience  of  H I  M,  who  doetb  according  to  his  Will, 
in  the  Army  of  Heaven,  and  among  the  Inhabitants 
oif  th?  Earth  §  !— The  Obedience  of  H I M,  who 
is  Alpha  and  Omega;  the  Beginning.and  the  £nd^ 

ingi 


•  LigJkfiei^s  Workr,  Vol.  IL  p.  1^158.    f  Uai, ; 
2.    t  Job  X2di*  i4<t      ^  Daa.  iv.  35. 
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ing ;  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  13  to 
'  come  J  the  Almighty  ♦  !— Doubtlefs,  fuch  Obedi« 

I  ence  muft  be  deferving,  truly  deferving,  of  all  that 

\  Grace  and  Glory,  which  are  and  will  be  commu- 

'  nicated  to  his  People,  in  every  Period  of  Time,  aiid 

through  all  Ages  of  Eternity.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  flain.  No  wonder,  that  fuch  Obedience 
ftiould  juftify  the  Ungodly.  Should  make  Us  podr 
fallen  Creatures  righteous — perfeQly  righteous  in 
the  Sight  of  G  O  D — without  the  Concurrence  of 
amy  good  Works,  or  any  holy  Duties  of  our  own  f . 
Such  an  Aflemblage  of  divine  PerfeSions,  moft 
warrant,  muft  demand,  the  moft  unreferved  and  the 
moft  unbounded  Confidence. —There  never  was, 
90,  not  in  all  Ages,  nor  in  all  Worlds,  any  thing 
greater  or  richer,  mare  dignified  or  exalted,  than 
the  Obedience  of  our  LORD. — l>fay;  it  is  im- 
poiSble  to  imagine,  what  could  be^i  fuited  to  oiir 
Wants,  fo  proper  for  our  Reliance,  ox  fo  fure  to 
anfwer,  more  than  anfwer  all  our  ExpeAations. 

Remember  what  the  Apoftle  affirms,  and  you 

will  hot  wonder  at  my  AfTertion.   In  HI  M  iwtll-- 

H  2  eth 

•  Rev.  L  8. 

t  May  we  not,  in  this  Senfe,  anderftand  the  Words 
of  the  LORD,  delivered  by  his  Prophet?  Look  unto 
ME,  and  he  Ye  fan) ed  all  the  Ends  of  the  Earth  l  for  t 
omGOD^  andthere  is  nothing  Mfi.  Ifai.  xlv.  22.  I  am 
GOD :  this  is  the  grand,  all-dignifying,  infinitely  mo* 
men  tons  Circumilance.  There  is  nothing  elfe  {D^yiO  fot 
a  Sinner  to  truft  in.  He  can  have  nothing  elfe,  look 
wherc-ever  He  will.  He  need  have  nothing  elfe,  be  hss 
.Exigencies  ever fb great. — A  GOD  incarnate,  undertak- 
ing his  Redemption  !  A  GOD  incarnate,'  becoming  h^s 
Righteouinefs,  and  the  Author  of  his  Salvation  !  This 
comprehends  all  that  He  can  want.  To  this  no  Additi" 
on  can  polTibly  be  made.*  It  is  tinf{>eakably  mor«^  thas 
He  can  wiih,  or  think. 
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ith  all  the  Fulnefs  of   the  GODHEAD  bodily. 
.  How  comprehenfive  and  exalted  is  this  Defcciptioiri ! 
:  It  collets  into  a  Point  all  the  Rays  of  Majeity  and 
.  Honour.     It  expreflfes  in  a  Sentence,  I  fay  not 
•/whatever  this  Pen  has  written,  but  whatever  of 
.  Dignity  and  Excellence  the  Bible  itfelf  contains. — 
Tl?e  GODHEAD^  the  very  Nature  and  Effcnce 
of  the  DEITY— r/^^  Fulnefs  of  the  GODHEAD ; 
vnerring  Wifdom,  almighty  Power,  and  wlutever 
the  great  JEHOVAH  challenges  as  his  ov/n — All 
the  Fulnefs ;  every  incommunicable  Attribute,  ia 
the  raoft  ample  M^afure,  and  in  the  higheft  Dc- 
gree-T-All  this  dw^Us^  not  vifits  occafionally,  but- 
ftatedly,   invariably^  eternally  reiides — Refides  in 
-CHRIST  JESUS  bodily  j  with  an  Union  incon- 
ceivably clofe  and  intimate.     Infomuch  that  the 
GODHEAD  inhabiting^  and  the  Manhood  in- 
habited, make  but  one  and  the  fame  marvelous, 
matchlefs,  adorable  PERSON. 

Therefore,  adds   the   facred   Difputant,  ye  are 

cnmplste  in  HIM*.    .Never  was  any  Conclufion 

more  weighty  in  itfelf,  or  founded  on  more  folid 

.  Principles.     Being  united  to  C  H  R I  S  T,  and  in- 

terefted  in  C  H  R I S  T,  Ye  are  filled  with  all  that 

Fulpefs,  which  Man  can  receive,  or  GOD  beftow. 

— :He  fays  not,  Y^Jhall  be-y  at  fome  diftant  Period, 

•  or  in  fome  future  State.     But,  Ye  (ire ;   in  this 

.  prefent  Life,  and  at  tWs  very  Hour.    Ye  are  ngt 

.  .  ciJ*y 

*  CoL  il.  9,  10.  IlMrXij^/xeKor,  zmpleii,  f^.rfeBi  dicun- 
tur,  CoIolTenfes  in  CHRIS  TO  Mediatory  ut  qui 
n?.f}fUf/.cc  pleniffimae  ic  pcrfediffimsc  iliius  Obediential, 
qua  ob  omni  Legis  Jugo,  &  a  Peccatis  liberandi,  &  ex 
adverfo  omnibus  honis  Ipiritualibus  &  setcrnis  ad  Salu- 

"tem,    beandi  erant,  per  Imputationcm  haberent*  /^//. 

•Stockium  in  Voc.  Tf^.n^u^ 
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only  pardoned  j  but  reconciled  j  and  not  only  re* 
conciled,  but  accepted  as  righteous  j  nay,  ye  are — ► 
and  what  can  be  faid  or  defired  more  ? — ye  arer 
COMPLETE.  And  not  barely  before  Men  or  An- 
gels, but  before  infinite  Purity  and  Omnifciehce 
kfelf.  And  this,  without  the  Concurrence  of  your 
Q\/fVi  Deeds,  only  by  being  Partakers  of  H  I  M,. 
who  is  the  Head  of  /2II  Principality  and  Power.  la 
whom,  Ye  are-made^  what  neither  Adam  in  Paradife 
could  boaft,  nor  Angels  in  Heaven  can  claim,  the 
Righteousness  of  GOD. — ^Amazing,  charming 
TrMth  !  What  a  Fountain  is  this,  or  rather  what 
a  Sea  of  fathomlefs  Depth,  to*  obliterate  all  Sins, 
iind  fupply  all  Wants !  What  a  Mirrour  of  ftu- 
pendous  Grace,  and  ever  to  be  adored  Loving- 
kindnefs  ! 

H^re  let  our  Meditations  fix,  and  here  let  all  our 
ExpeSations  center.  From  this,  not  from  any 
thing  of  Q^t  owja,  let  Us  derive  our  Peace,  our 
Joy,  our  fupreme  Complacency. — Into  this  Sub* 
je<ft  We  czn  never  dive  too  deeply.  Of  this  Sub-* 
Je£l  we  can  never  think  too  magnificently.  The 
ilighteoufnefs  of  CHRlSTis  the  Mafter-Pillar^ 
on  which  our  prefent  and  eternal  Welfare  refts. 

There  hangs  all  human  Hope :  that  Nailfupports 
.    Our  falling  JJniverfe. 

This  renders  his  Intcrccffion  prevalent.  He  is 
an  Advocate,  a  fuccefeful  Advocate  with  the 
JATHER.  Why?  Becaufe  He  is  JESUS 
-CHRIST  the  Righteous  ^.-^Yrom  hence  refults 
his  Ability  to  juflify.  He  ihall  jujftify  Many, 
H  3  faith 

*  ijohuii*  I, 
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faith  the  LORD  JEHOVAH.    On  what  Con- 

fideration  ?  Becaufe  He  is  my  right$oui  Sirvant  ♦.— 
This,  and  no  other,  is  the  meritorious  Caufe  of  our 
Salvation.  JudahJhaU  hefavei\  (hall  efcape  Dam- 
nation, and  inherit  Glory.  On  what  Account? 
On  Account  of  the  righteous  B R  A  NC H  rmfed  up 
nnto  D^wrff.— .Since  then  our  Acceptance,  Juftifi- 
cation,  and  Salvation ;  finco  our  Comfort  in  Time» 
and  our  Happinefs  to  Eternity,  all  depend  upon  the 
Rightcoufnefs  of  CHRIST\  how  Ihould  we  de- 
light in  contemplating  its  faultlefs,  its  matchlefs,  its 
tranfcendent  Excellency  !— Grand  !  AU-fufficient ! 
In  every  Circumftance  pcrfecft  [-^Nothing  equal 
to  it,  on  Earth,  in  Heaven,  throughout  the  Uni- 
verfe  !-<^Surpaffing  the  Multitude  of  our  Sins  and 
the  Enormity  of  our  Guilt !  Surpafling  •  all,  that 
Men  canexprefs,  or  Angels  conceive  !  Bejng  truly, 
properly,  abfolaitely  Divine! 

And  is  this  Righteoufnefs  mine  ?  Is  this  Rightc- 
oufnefs yours,  Theron  ?  Is  this  Righteoufpefs  free 
for  w^y  Sinner?  Pleafing,  captivating,  rapturous 
Thou^t  !-•— Who  can  forbear  exulting  and  tri«» 
umphing,  in  the  boundlefs  Bleffing.On  yarif  an  Oc- 
cafion,  methinks,  fome.  Sallies  of  Enthuiiafm,  or 
even  fome  Starts  of  Tautology,  are  the  Language  of 
Senfibility,  of  Propriety,  of  Nature. 

Ifaiah 

*  I(ai.  liii.  iif 
\Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6.  I  believe,  it  will  be  needlefs  to  ob-  1 

itrvcy  that  thfe  Salvation,   mentioned  in  this  and  othey  j 

-Faffages,  of  like  Import,  is  not  limited  to-  a  temporal  De»  | 

Jiverance,  but  extends  to  a  State  of  fpiritual  and  eterm  \ 

mal  Happinefs.  The  temporal  is  only  a  fohordinate 
Bleffing :  a  Kind  of  Appendage  to  the  other :  fomewhaf 
like  the  Halo  round  the  Globe  of  the  Moon,  or  thaty2?/«/ 
wA/econ^ary  Range,  of  Colo^r5,  which  fre<n»cntly  a^tencj? 
the  glowing  Rainbow, 


- '  IJaiaS  thought  it  fudh  an  inexhauftibl^  ISource  of 
•Joy,  as^  fhould  fill,  more  than  fill  the  Heart  of  Sin- 
ners. Should  overflov^  all  Bounds,  and  pervade  the 
whole  Creation.  Should  afcend  to.  the  higheft, 
defcend  to  the  loweft,  reach  the  remoteft,  and  aflfcft 
•even  the  moft  infenfible  Parts  of  the  Univcrfe. 
Therefore  He  cries ;  Stng^  O  ye  Heavens ;  for  the 
LORDy  the  L  O  R  D  Himftlf,  hath  done  it.  Our 
juftifying  Righteoulnefs  is  finifhedj  finiflied  by 
JEHOVAH,  fojourning  in  human  Flefli.  Shout 
ye  lower  Parts  of  the  Earth:  break  forth  into  Singings 
je  Mountains :  O  Forejty  and  every  Tree  therein^  join 
and  augment  the  general  Joy.  For  the  LORt) 
Ihas^  in  an  infinitely  magnificent  and  an  infinitely 
perfeflf  Manner,  redeemed  Jacob  \  and  glorified  Hitn- 
fey  in  this  moft  adorable  Method  of  recovering 
Ifrael^j  more  than  by  all  his  other  marvelous 
Works. — O  for  the  Tongue  of  a  Seraph !— But 
even  this  would  be  defective:  fiich  Ardour  cold, 
and  fuch  Energy  languid. 

I  have  done :  I  add  no  more  :  I  leavfc  it— toTome 
!future  Letter  ?  to  fome  more  laboured  Eflay  ?  No  j 
*T)ut  to  the  Hymns  of  Heaven,  and  the  Adorations 
^of  Eternity,  to  fupply  the'Dcficiency  of  my  Ac- 
inowledgments.-^In  the  mean  Time>  I^tftie  in  treat 
'my  Theron  to  contemplate  our  LORD  JESUS 
•CHRIST^  under  that  gracious  and  glorious  Cha- 
ra<aer,  defcribed  by  the  Prophet,  J  PRIEST 
upon  his  THRONE  f.  Dignifying  the  facredo- 
talCenfer  by  the  regal  Diadem ;  addfng  all  the  Ho- 
nours of  his^  eternal  Divinity^  to  the  Sacrifice  of  his 
Heeding  Humahfty.'^Theny  I  promife  myfclf,  Yoti 
H  4  will 

L.  •  Halt  «Uv.   zj.  t  Zech.  vi.  ij. 
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will  find  it  almoft  imp^ffible,  n6t  to  addpt  tbfc  mi.» 
pfaattcal  and  ardent  Froteftadon  of  the  Apoftle  $ 
OOD  forbid  J  that  I  Jhpuid  gUry,  that  I  (hould  ooa^ 
fide,  faw  6nfy  in  the  Crafs  of  CHRIST  JESU^ 
my  LORD i  and  in  the confummate,  divine,  efier- 
lafting  Righteoufnefs,  finiflied  on  that  bloody  Tree* 
When  You  made  the  Tour  of  Franu  and  ftsfy  5 
and,  croffing  the  Jlps^  gained  the  Summit  of  fome 
commanding  Ridge  —  When  you  looked  round, 
wkh  Aftoniflimcnt  and  'Delight,  on  the  an^U 
Plains  J  which,  crouded  with  Cities,  and  adorned 
with  Palaces,  extend  their  beauteous  Trafts  be- 
low—When YouTurveyed  the  famous  Rivers^  which 
roll  in  fliining  Dignity  along  the  fruitful  Vallies  ; 
ftating  the  Boundaries  of  Kingdoms,  and  wafting 
.Plenty  through  the  Nations — When  You  fcot  your 
tranfported  View  to  the  Ocean^  whofe  unmeafurable 
Flood  meets  the  Arch  of  Heaven,  and  terminates 
the  Landfcapc  with,  inconceivable  Grandeur**Did 
You,  then,  choofe  tp  forego  the  Pleafure  refulting 
from  fuch  a.Profpe<Si,  in  order  to  gaze  upon  the 
naked  Cragg of  fome  adjacent  Rock?  Or, could  You 
-  turn  your  Eyes  from  thofe  magnificent  Obje6b,  and 
faften  them  with  pleafed  Attention  upon  a  fitalkw 
Puddle,  that  lay  ftagnating  at  your  Feet  ? 

You,  Who  have  beheld  the  Scene,  can  accom- 
.modate  the  Simile,  with  peculiar  Advantage,  For 
which  Reafon,  I  (ball  wave  the  Application.  On- 
.  ly  I  would  claim  the  Liberty  of  a  Friend,  and  once 
more  beg,  with  a  benevolent  Importunity  beg  of 
You,  to  cdnfider  diligently  this  myfterious  Righ- 
^teoufnefs,  which  is  both  GOD's  and  the  Chrif- 
tian*s.  G  O  D  *s,  as  to  its  Origin  and  Excellencyt 
The  Chriftian's,  as  to  its  Ufe  and  Enjoyment. 

Ignora^ncc 
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ignorance  of  this  Doftrine,  leads  into  two  of  the 
moft  dangerous  Miftakes,  and  pernicious  EviU-r^aa 
ttntpoaiHng  AtUmft  to  eftabliih  our.  own  Righteouf^ 
nefs — ^and  2l  fatal  Refoktion  of  not  fubmitting  to  the 
Rigbtcoufnefe  of  G  O  D»  Therefore,  I  cannot  for- 
bear tranfcribing  into  my  Paper,  what  ia  oftea 
breathed  in  Supplication  from  my  Lips — 

«  O.  Thou  GOD  of  infinite  Glory  I  ^  thou 
<«  GOD  of  unbounded  Goodnefe !  thou  GOD 
**  of  inunenfcly  rich  Grace !  Who  haft  giveii  thy 
'?  own  adorable  SON,  t9  be  the  Atonement  for 
<«  aJl  my  Sins;  to  be  my  Righteouihefs,  myPortion, 
«Vaad  my  Salvation — U>  be  a  better  Righteoufnefe 
*«  for  me,  than  the  moft  perfect  Obedience,  perform- 
*<  ed  through  ten  thoufand  Years— to  be  ^  better 
"  Portion  forme,  than  all  the  Riches  inHeavw 
<^  above,  and  in  the  Earth  beneath — to  be  a  more* 
<(  complete  Salvation  iqt  me,  than  my  Heart  could 
<«  wilh,  or  my  very, Thoughts  imagine-^0  /  ^/i/i? 
*^  me,  give  my  Friend,  an  enlightened  Underjianding^ 
^*  thatJVe  may  know  H I M  that  is  true^  and  know 
**  Him  as  our  own.  Give  Us  the  ineftimable  Blef- 
*<  fing,  that,  JVe  may  be. in  H I M  that  is  true^  even 
.  «  in  thy  SON  JESUS  CHRISt.  For,  this 
«  5AVIOVR  is  the  true  GOD^and  thus  to  know 
*^  Uim  IS  eternal  Life*** 

My  Theron  needs  no  Argument  to  convince  Him, 
tha^fuch  a  Prayer  is  an  A£l  of  rational  and  real 
Friendfhipj  is  the  moft  genuine  and  fubftantial 
Proof,  that  I  aja  . 

His  truly  affeitimtate 

A^A^IO. 


I  John  V.  2o* 


le;t. 
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The  RON  /^  AspA$io. 

Dear  Az 9 AsiOj 
YOUR  two  Letters  have  reached  my  Hand ;  and 
I  hope,  they  have  not  miffed  my  Heart.     I 
imight  inform  You,  what  Pleafure  they  garc  me^ . 
«nd  how  highly  I  efteem  them*  .  But  You  defire  no 
•fuch  Compliments.    You  defire  to  fee  me  impreiTed 
•with  the  Sentiments,  and  living  under  their  Inilu* 
«nce.   This  would  be  the  moft  acceptable  Acknow- 
ledgment to  my  J^fafi^^  becaufe  rt  would  be  the 
moft  happy  Effed  to  his  Thtron*    May  every  Day^ 
•therefore,  bring  a  frefh  Acccffion  of  fuch  Grati- 
tude  to  me,  and  of  fuch  Satisfaftion  to  You  ! 

To  watch  for  toy  Soul,  and  pray  for  ipy  Salvati* 
on,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  is  the  trueft  In- 
'ftance  of  rational  and  exalted  Friendfliip.  Every 
Claim  to  that  amiable  CharaSer,  is  defeifive  and 
^aifiy  if  it  does  not  extend  to  Our  fpiritual  Intercfts, 
and  our  everlafting  Welfare.  For  which  Reafon, 
I  need  not  intreat  Tgu  to  continue  and  perpetuate 
this  beft  Exercife  of  focial  Kindnefs.  Or  if  I  dpi 
it  is  rather  to  teftify  how  much  I  prjate  the  Favour, 
than  to  prompt  your  affedionate  and  ready  Mind. 

Your  laft  foun3  me  at  a  Friend's  Houfe,  which 
lies   pretty    near   the  ^pejlirn  Cfew«,-^Yefterday, 

wake* 


waked  by  the  Lark,  and  rifing  with  the  Dawn  *,  I 
ftroHed  into  the  fragrant  Air,  and  dewy  Fields. 
While,  as  Shaiefpear  with  bis  ufiial  Sprightlinefs 
toprefies  himfelf. 


■     ". '  ■ ■ "-  Jocun4  Day 

Stood  tip'toe  on  the  mijly  Mauntaitis  Top. 

Sweet  was  the  Breath  of  Morn,  and  fweet  'the 
Exhalations  of  the  frefliened  Flowers — Grateful 
were  the  foft  Salutes  of  the  cooling  Zephyrs,  at- 
tended with  the  Charm  of  earlieft  Birds — Delight- 
i^ul  the  Sun,  painting  with  his  orient  Beams  the 
Chambers  of  the  Firmament,  and  unveiling  the 
Face  of  univerfal  Nature. 

My  Mind,  but  little  affefted  with  thcfe  inferior 
Entertainments,  was  contemplating  an  Objeft  of 
infinitely  fuperior  Dignity,  Contemplating  that 
Adorable  BEING,  who  raifed — from  nothing 
raifed  this  ftupendous  Syftem  of  Things  j  and  fup- 
ports — ^with  his  Word  fupports  the  magnificent 
frame.  Who  (to  fpeak  in  the  Language  of  his 
own  SPIRIT)  openetb  the  Eyelids  of  the  Mornings 
pnd  commandeth  the  Day-fpring  to  know  its  Place  \. 

Com* 

*  ^<uandntm9  ex  htmili  Te£fo  Lux  fuf chat  abna^ 
St  mattitini  FolMcrum/ui  Culmine  CanHu*      V 1 1,  q  . 

r  . 

ItUx  alma^^h  lovely  Expreffion  \  Defcribing  the  Mild- 
nefsy  the  Beauty,  and  the  chearing  Efficacy  of  the  rifing 
Sun.  It  is,  J  think;  inc'kpable  of  an  ^W  Tranflation ; 
tut  reminds  roe  of  a  very  fine  Companion  in  <yox  facrei 
fdoguesy  which  reprefents  the  charming  Appearance, 
and  the  benign  Influence  of  the~  Gofpef  church,  at  its 
|irft  Opening  on  the  Gentile  World^WU  is  this  tbatboketb 
f9rti^0itifSl9rn»i^^  Cant.  vi.  lo. 
f  Jobxxxyiiie  u. 
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Commandeth  the  Light,  by  its  pundua]  and  pleaf- 
iAg  Miniilrations,  to  draw  afide  the  Curtain    of 
Darknefs;  and  difcover  the   Skies,  (hining    vrith 
Glories;    and  diiclofe   the  Earthy  blooming  with 
Beauties. 

FA  THE  R  of  Light  and  Lifty   faid  my  tnin- 
iported  Mind, 

rhou  GOOD  SUPREME/ 

O  teach  me  what  is  good!  Teach  me  THTSEL  F. 
Save  me  from  Folly  ^  Vanity  and  Flee  j 
From  every  low  Purfuit  !  and  feed  my  Soul 
With  Faith,  with  confcious  Peace^  and  Virtue  pure^ 
SaCredy  fubjiantialj  never-fading  Blifs  *. 

"Wrapt  in  Wonder,  and  loft  in  Thought,  I  rain- 
bled  carelefly  along,  till  I  was  in  fen  fibly  brought 
to  the  Shore.  Which,  in  thefe  Parts,  is  prodigiouf- 
ly  high  and  ftrong  :  perfedly  well  fitted,  to  ftand 
as  an  everlafting  Barrier  f,  againft  the  impetuous 
Stroke  of  conflicting  Winds,  and  the  pondcrou* 
Sweep  of  dafiiing  Surges. — Not  that  the  OhmipO^ 
tent  ENGINEER  has  any  Need  of  thefe  im- 
pregnable Ramparts.  Herc^  it  is  true,  they  intefi 
vene^  and  not  only  reprefs   the  rolling   Invader, 

but 

•  T  H  o  M  s  o  n's  Winter, 
t  Tbefe^  doubtlefs  arc  "  the  Doors  aud  the  Bars^'* 
which  the  ALMIGHTY  mentions  in  the  Courfe  of  h« 
awful  Interrogatories  to  'Job.  The  majfy  Doors,  which, 
can  never  be  forced  ;  the  folidY^^xt^  which  can  never  b^ 
broke  ;  and  I  may  add,  the  ccnfpicuous  Columns,  on  whicji 
Jiis  Providence  has  infcribed  that  fovereign  Mandate, 
tie  plus  ultra.  Or,  as  the  Prohibition  runs  in  his  own 
majcilic  Words,  Hitherto  Jhah  ihcu  go,  hui  no  farther  \  and 
here Jhall  {hy  proud  Waves  hefic^;zd.  ,  Job  xx::rlii.  M.     •  , 
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but  fpeak  the  fupreme  uncontrbulable  Power  of 
their  MAKER.— In  other  Places,  all  fuch  la^ 
boured  Methods  of  Fortification  are  laid  afidc. 
The  CREATOR  fhews  the  aftonifhed  World, 
that  He  is  confined  to  no  Expedients ;  butorders  alt 
Things,  according  to  the  Pteafitr^  of  his  own  Tf^ilL 
He  bids  a  low  Bank  of  defpicable  Sand,  fuftain. 
the  Shock,  and  curb  the  Rage  of  furious  affaulting 
Seas.  Though  the  Tf^esjhereof  tofs  themfehes^  with 
•incredible  Fierccnefs,  yet  can  they  not  prevail; 
though  they  roar^  and  feem  to  menace  univerfal  De- 
ftruiSion,  yet  can  they  not  fafs  over*  this  0ighteftof 
Mounds, 

A  winding  Paflage  broke  the  Declivity  of  the 
Dcfcent ;  and  led  me,  by  a  gradttal.  Slope,  to  the 
Bottom. — The  Moon  being  in  her  laft  Quarter, 
and  the  Tide  at  its  greateft  Recefs,  I  walked  Tor 
a  while,  where  briny  Waves  were  wont  to  flow,— 
The  ebbing  Waters  had  left  a  vacant  Space,  fere- 
ral  Furlongs   broad ;    equal  in  Lengthy  to  a  very 
extended  Vifta;  fmooth  on  its  Surface,  as  the  moft 
level  Bowling-green  J   and  almoft  as  firm^  ts  the 
bcft  compaftcd  Caufey.    Infomuch,  that  the  Tread 
of  a  Horfc  fcarce  impreffes  it,  and  the  Waters  of 
the  Sea  never  penetrate  it.— Exclufive  of  this  wift 
Contrivance,  the  fearchmg  Waves  would  infinuatf 
themfelves  into  the  Heart  of  the  Earth.  The  Earth 
itfelf  would  be  hQlloxv  as  an  Honey-Comb,  or  bibu^ 
hus  as  a  Sponge.     And  the  Sea,'  foaking  by  de- 
grees through  all  its  Cavities,  would,  in  Proctfft 
of  Time,  forfake  its   Bed,    and  mingle  with  the 
Plains  and  Mountains.     But  this  clofely  cemented 

«r 
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or  glutinous  Kind  ef  Pavement,  is  like  claying  the 
Bottom  of  the  uhtverftl  Canal.     So  that  the  re- 
turning Tides  confolidate  rather  than  perforate 
its  Subftance.    By  keeping  it  perpetually  moift, 
they  prevent  the  Sun  from  cleaving  it  with  Chinks. 
«*-Such,  I  hope^  will'  be  the  Cafe,  with  this  Soul 
of  mine,  and  the  Temptations  that  befet  me.     Be-* 
ttt  me  they  do,  they  will.    But  may  they  never 
liHft  upon   my  Affe^ons,    nor   gain  Admittance 
'  into  my  Heart !  Let  them  make  me  humble,  and 
keep  me  vigilant;  teach  me  to  walk  dofely  with  m^ 
GQD9  2^d  urge  me  to  an  inceiTant  Dependence  on  . 
CHRIST.    Then,  inftead  of  being  ruinous^  they 
niay  become  advantageous  y  and^  inftead  of  (hatter* 
•ihg,  will  only  deanfe  the  Rock,  on  which  they 
dalh. 

The  mighty  Waters,  reftlefs  even  in  their  at- 
uaoft  Tranquility,  with  a  folemn  ♦  but  placid  Mur- 
mur, ftruck  my  Ear.  The  Billows,  fometimes 
advancing  to  kifs  the  Sand;  fometimes  drawing 
back  their  curly  Heads  into  the  Deep ;  whitened, 
^t  dieir  Extremities,  into  an  agreeable  Foam. 
Which,  with  the  reflexive  Reprefentation  of  the 
azure  Canopy,  formed  the  Appearance  of  a  majeftic 
floating  Mantle ;  tinged  with  a  beautiful  Blue,  and 
edged  with  Fringes  of  Silver,— i>/^«i/y  and  £&- 

gance^ 

.   «  This  ir  defcribed   with   inimitable  Delicacy  by 
^OMsa; 

B«  faautn  crop  Sipt  inoAt^Xpi^io  9»^«V91lC. 

There  ia,  in  the  very  Sound  of  the  Epithet  mo^vf^MgSTn^ 
fttch  a  fine  expreHlve  Propriety ;  fo  happil/  adapted  to 
Hxe  majeftic  Roar  of  the  Ocean,  and  the  pompous 
«well  of  the  Waves, 

^gakm  ntfnei  mpftfirttrif  id/inthtantum. 
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£^m^9  I  find,  ai?e  the  iafeparable  Charaderiftics  of 
the  CREATOR'S  Workmanfliip.  As  Omfori- 
znd  Happinefsy  I  fometimes  perceive,  are  die  very 
Spirit  of  his  Gofpel,  and  the  g^iuine  Produce  of 
his  Commands. 

How  nuneierous  are  thefe   Sands !  Bid  an  Ac-* 
^iwiptant  take  the  Number  of  them.     Hislmagi-- 
.   nation  recoils  at  the  very  Thought.     *<  Number 
<<  them  I  No ;  not  the  millionth  Part,  even  in   a 
«« thou&nd  Years.     Or  ih<mli  Time  and  Ability 
««  fuffice,  Figures  lypuld  fail,  and  Words  be  infuf* 
*«  ficient/*— rNothing  in  the  whole  Round  of  Crea- 
tion, can  fuggeft  a  finer  Image,  to  reprefcnt  the 
greate^  Multitude.    It  brings  to  my  Mind   one 
of  the  moll    pidiurefque  and  beautiful   Paflagesy 
which  I  have  met  with   in  any  Language.     The 
FafTage  occurs  in  that  noble  Piece  of  hiftorical  and* 
poetical  Painting,  the  Ixxviith  Pfalm.    It  defcribes" 
the  prodigious   Quantity  of   Quails,  with  which 
the  bountiful  Hand  of  JEHOVAH  viaualled,  ir 
I  may  fo  fpeak,  the  Ifraelitijb  Camp.     He  rained 
^UJh  upon  them  as  Dujly  and  feathered  Fawb  like  as 
the  Sand  of  the  Sea.-^Rainedy  is  a  very  bold  Meta^ 
pfior  i,  admirably  *  expreffive  of    Copioufnefs — jfs 
Dufty    which  in  fome  parched  Seafon,  and   near 
fome  populous   City,  covers  and  overwhelms  the 
public  Road— Z/itf  the  Sand  of  the  Sea ;  is  an  Ad- 
vance up6n   the   preceding  Comparifon,  and  dif- . 
j^ays  the  miraculous   Supply  in  a  more'ftriking 
Light.     Methinks,    I-  fee  the  feathery  Legions,, 
lying  Heap^  upon  Heaps;  clofely  wedged,  iavaft- 
Extent,  and  proporti^iiablc  Depth.     Refembling^ 
tbofe  Beds  of  Sand,  which  the  ever  working  Surges 

have^' 
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have,  for  Years  and  Ages,  been  thro^iog  up^^qm 
the  Confine^  of  the  Ocean.         . 

The  Sand  of  the  Sea!  One  would  imagiiife,  tbtf 
CompariroQ  was  emphatical  enougbt  to  denote  any 
Multitude.     But  in  one  Inilance,   it  is  inopnipe* 
tent  I  it  fal!s  fhort.    In  denotiog  tbe  profufe  X^jj^e* 
rality  of  JEHOVAH  to  his  unworthy  Cr(^turfft« 
Confidcr  the  Multiplicity  of  Coovenienctea^  C<mxi<* 
forts.   Delights,  which  He  has  cooimanded^d  ovorjr 
Element  to  afFprd  Us.     Confider  .the  varipu;  .3Ic&f-* 
fings  which  his    fparing,    delivcringt   prQte^SUxig 
Providence  has  vouchfafed  Us.      CqnUder   tU>fe 
better,    far  better    Things,    which    the    Gofpel 
of  his  Grace  offers   to  Us,  in  this  Worlds   and 
which  his  infinite   Goodnefs  has  prepared  for  Us^^ 
in  another  World.     Confider  all   this,  and   W^. 
may  truly  fay.  He  j)oureth  his  Benefits  around  Us : 
He  heapeth  his  Mercies  upon  Us :  yea,  his  Mer-- 
cies  and  his  Benefits,  are  MORE  in  Number  than  ^ 
tbe  Sand. 

The  Sand,  in  another  View,  excites  the  Idea  of 
great  Extent,  or  large  Capacity.  Thofe  Waters^ 
are  wide,  but  this  Border  of  encircling  Gravel  is 
wider  ftill.  It  may  be  called  the  Rim  of  the  Vef- 
iel,  which  contains  the  unmeafurable  Waves.  Arc 
any  Arms  extended  to  fuch  a  Length,  as  thofe 
which  ftretch  themfelves  quite  round  the  World  of 
Waters?  Within  whofe ample  Circumference,  the 
'Surges  of  the  Atlantic  an.l  Pacific,  the  Billows  of 
the  northern  and  the  fouthern  Ocean,  find  Ro(Mn  to  . 
fpread,  and  fwcll,  and  roll  at  large  ?  Once  again 
let  me  admire  the  uncommon  Boldnefs,  and  exqui* 
fite  Propriety  of  the  Scriptural  Comparifons.  They 
fct   forth    the  Wifdom  of  Sokrion^  by    this'moft 

appofite 


I  tCt  $r*  THEROk  ft  ASPASIO.  i2^ 

I      '       appofite  and"  riiagnlficent  Image.     GOD  gave  Solo* 
mon  Wifdom  and  Under/landing  exceeding  much ;  and 

I  Laf-ginefi  af  Hearty  extenftve  and  capacious^  even  as  thi 

I  Sand  that  is  upon  tht  Sea-Jhore. 

A  fingle  Glance  on  his  AccompWhrnents  will 
evince  the  Truth  of  this  Character.— ^As  a  Mora-* 
lift,  He  fpake  ihree  thoufand  Proverbs  I  weighty  with 
Settfe,  concifely  worded,  and  of  excellent  Ufe  ia 
th€f  ConduAof  Life.— As  a  Poet,  His  Songs  iven 
aihoufand  and  five  \  embellifhed  (if  We  may  judge 
from  the  Specimen,  thit  is  come  down  to  our  Hands) 
with  the  richeft  Imagery,  animated  with  the  ten-^ 
dcreft  Affeftioh,  and  ennobled  with  the  moft  re- 
fined Sentiments, — As  a  Philofopher,  He  had  an 
extraordinary  lufight  into  the  Myftteries  of  Na- 
ture, For  He  mad^  Obfervations  ©n  the  Animals, 
which  inhabit  every  Element  ^  their  Natures,  their 
.  Qualities,  their  Ufes.  He  fpake  aJfo  of  Tnes^  from 
the  Cedar-Tree^  that  is  in  Lebanon,  even  to  the  Hyjfopy 
that  fpringeth  out  of  the  Wall, — Yea;  fo  unconfined 
was  the  Compafs  of  his  intelleftual  Abilities,  that 
He  gave  his  Heart  to  feek  and  to  fearch  concerning  all 
Things^  that  are  done  under  the  Sun,  With  fuch 
Succefs  did  He  profecute  his  Inquiries,  that  there 
mme  of  all  People  to  hear  the  Wifdom  of  Solomosn. 
Studious  Perfons,  from  all  the  neighbouring  Nati- 
ons, reforted  to  his  Court ;  that  they  might  leani 
from  this  confummate  Scholar,  and  kindle  their 
Tapers  at  his  Lamp.  What  added  unfpeakSblc 
Luftre  to  thefe  diftjnguiflied  Endov/ments,  they 
.  were  fo  many  Handmaids  to  the  great  Miftrcfs  of. 
all,  4ivine  Grace.  He  taught  both  Subjefts  and 
Foreigners,  to  fear  GQI>  and  keep  hi^  Commgndr 
Vol.  III.  I  ments. 


mints.    Making  all  hU  LeAuits  AlbtbyrvUnt  ^aoftl 

conducive  to  true  Religion*  .     ->    .    . 

,  Wsis  ever  Mind  fo  wonderfully  enlarged^  ai»d  («» 
tichly  furnilhed?  Yet»  when  be  comes  tpcaft.up 
ihe  Reckoning,  to  acquaint  Us  with  the  Sum  total 

of  hid  Acquirements^  He  places  this  humbling  Ac- 
knowledgment, at  the  Foot  of  the  Account  ^  Tha^ 
fvbick  is  wanting^  cannrtbe  numbered.  Much  Itu^v^ 
fearched  \  much  I  have  found ;  but  that  wbifb  is 
wanting^  that  which  is  ft  ill  to  be  difcoveredi  i>  hsKr 
comparably  more.  The  Objefit  of  Scf^ce  are 
an  unbounded  Abyfs*  I  have  only  (kiftime4  thf 
i)urface,  and  coafl^d  the  Shores*  What  rcmaitif 
la  be  explored,  in  thofe  vaft  Spaces,  which  lie  bc^ 
tween  the  Range  of  a  finite  Mind,  and  the  Perfect 
(ions  of  the  infinite  GODj  this  furpafTes.  the 
Power  of  Language  to  tell,  or  of  Arithmetic  to 
4COunt.  It  cannot  be  numbered.'-^AdmiTMc  Man  f 
J  know  not  which  are  moft  confpicuous,  the 
Humility  and  Modefty  of  his  Sentiments  j  tfip 
very  fupcrior  Strength  of  his  Faculties,  and  the 
vaft  Compafe  of  his  Knowledge;  or  the  no^ 
ble  Similitude,  by  which  the  latter  are  difplayed. 

On  one  Side,  th&  Atlantic  Main  rolled  its  Surges 
from  World  to  World.— 7;»i7i«i/i,  immenfe  DifFufion 
oi  Waters  !  What  a  Spedacle  of  Magnificence ! 
What  an  irrefiftible  Incitement  to  Reverence  and 
Awe  !  How  it  fills,  the  Mind,  and  amazes  the  Ima- 
gination !  'Tis  the  grandeft  and  moft  auguft  Qb- 
jeft  under  the  whole  Heavens,  It  reminds  me  of 
that  apocalyptic  Vifion,  which  yohn^  the  inraptured 
Seer,  beheld  !  As  it  were  a  great  Mountain  burning 
-with  Firey  was  cajl  inta  the  Sea^  and  the  third  Part  of 

■the 
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'ihtS^'4fiiif4mte  Blood 'f  and  the  third  Part  of  the  Crea- 
tures which  tuere  in  the  Seet^.  and  had  Life^  died ;  and 
iheikir4Fm  tf  the  Ships  were  deftroyed  *•  I  have 
not  'Ptnetration  enough,  to  difcover  the  fpiritual 
Meaning  of  this  Pafiage;  but,  I  difcerA  a  moft 
Madful  Grandeur^  in  its  plain  and  literal  Senfe.— 
IT  We  confider  the  Wonderful  Compafs,  and  the 
terrible  Force  of  fach  an  enormous  Mafs  of  Fire  j 
if  We  confider  its  horrible  and  deffmaive  Effedb, 
on  fuch  a  vaft  Body  of  Waters,  as  the  third  Part 
of  the  Ocean  5  how  tremendous  and  aftonifliing  is 
the  Idea!  Surely,  nothing  but  divine  Infpiration 
could  fuggefl:  thefe  Images;  a$  nothing  but  aa 
Almighty  Arm  can  execute  this  Vengeance.  Who 
would  not  fear  an  eternal  KING,  that  has  fuclji 
Weapons  and  fuch  Artillery,  *  referved  againft  the 
Day  of  Battle  and  War  \.  \ 

Spacious  as  the  Sea  is,  GOD  has  t>rovided  a 
Garment,  to  cover  it.  Profound  as  the  Sea  is, 
GOD  has  prepared  fwadling Bilnds,  toinwrapit. 
Ungovernable  as  it  may  feem  to  Us,  He  over-rules 
it  with  as  much  Eafe,  as  the  Nirfe  manages  a 
new-born  Infant  %.  An  Infant  it  is,  before  Al- 
mighty Power ;  and  to  an  Infant  it  is  compared^ 
by  JEHOVAH  Himfelf;  though,  to  our  Ap- 
prebenfion,  it  raves  like  a  flupendous  Madman. — 
Toiling  mighty  FleetSj  with  their  Thoufands  and 
Millions  of  Tons,  like  a  Tennis-Ball  j  and  fhat- 
tering  them,  with  their  Ribs  of  Oak  and  Iron, 
like  an  Egg- Shell. 

1%  Yet 

•  Rev.  viii.  8,  9.  f  Job  xxxviii.  23*        X  Job 

xxxviii.  8,  9. 
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Yet  if  GOD  commands,  this  outragious  £I«- 
jnent  opens  a  peaceful  Bofom,  and  receives  his 
People.  It  fmooths  the  Way  for  their  Paflage^  and 
ftands  as'  a  Bulwark  for  their  Defence*.  They 
march  through  the  midjl  of  the  Sea  upon  dry  Ground^ 
and  the  tVaters^  in  hanging  Heaps,  or  rather  in  fluid 
Mountains,  are  a  Wall  unto  them  on  their  Right-hand 
and  on  their  left  •.—•If  he  reverfcs  his  Mandate, 
they  drive  down,  with  an  irrefiftible  Sweep,  upon 
the  Hofts  of  Pharaoh ;  and  overwhelm  the  Chariots 
and  Horfes  of  Egypt.  They  pour  Confufion  upon 
Arrogance  f ,  and'  difappoint  the  Dcfigns  of  Per- 
iecution  and  Cruelty. — If  He  ftys,  Be  fill ;  the 
bellowing  Surges  are  huihed  j  and  the  gentleffi 
Lamb  is  not  fo  quiet.  If  He  fays,  Dejlroy  r  even 
the  quiefcent  Waters  kindle  into  Rage  ;  they  rife 
in  their  MAKE  R's  Caufe  j  and  ten  thoufaad 
Lions,    ftung   with   Hunger,    and  ru(hing  upon 

their 

*  Exod.  xiv.  22. 
t  Arroga»e^This  is  defcribed  wi*  exquifite  Deli- 
cacy, in  the  £ffaixMi>  or  triumphant  Song  of  M»yee^  The 
inemyfaidy  I  nvill  pur/ue  ;  /  w/Z?  rvtrtake  ;  /  ivill  di<vide 
the  Spoil ;  my  Luft  Jhcdl  he  fatisficd  uptn  them  :  I  'will  draio 
my  Sword,  mine  Hand  JbaU  deftr^y  them.-^Whsx  (WelBnjf 
Words  of  Vanity  are  here  I  The  very  SpHt  of  ^-T^hrt^ 
breathes  in  every  Syllable  of  this  i  beautiful  Pro/ep^aia^ 
Never  was  the  Language  of  Blufter,  iFerocityy  and  Khodo- 
mantadty  fo  finely  mimicked. — How  noble  is  the  Turn, 
and  how  exalted  the  Sentiment,  which  follows  !  TH6V 
didfl.blonu  ivitb  thyWind^  the  Sea  covered  them.;  th^fank 
as  Le^d  in  the  mighty  Waters.  The  G  O  D  of  SJrad  titt^ 
not  fummon  all  his  Power,  or  level  the  right- aimmg 
Tfionder-bolts ;  He  only  gives  a  Blaft  with  the  Breath 
^of  his  Difpleafure,  and  the  great  Mountain  breaks  like 
a  Bubble.  All  this  infolent  and  formidable  Parade  is 
quaihed  ;  finks  into  Nothing  ;  expires  in  Shame  and 
Ruin.     Exod.  xv,  9,  lo. 


*'  iLet.  9;       The  RON  to  A  spas  10.  133 

V  their  Prey,  are  not  ig  fierce.     When  He  bids  tbeui 

execute  any  other  Commiffion  j  the  Horfe  broke 
to  -the  Bit,  the  Spaniel  drfctplihed  to  the  Signal, 
ijre  not  half  fo  dutiful  and  joWeqiiious.— Shall  ««r 

I  fafftons  be  more  wild   and   headftrong  than  ,the 

•Winds  ;   more  turbulent   and  ungovernable  than 

'  the  .Billows  ?    focbid  .it.    Almighty   LORD! 

Thou  i\\^,\ruleft  the^  B-aging  pfthe  Sea^  ^nd  the  Noife 
pf  his  leaves  'f  reftraip^  AiJ>duej  ^nd  czltathe  Mad^ 
jieJs^ofthjB  People. 

^  The  Eye  trjiyel^  hard.  It  waaders  over  a  vaft 
J^ength,  and  vaft  Breadth  of  fUi(2:uating  Plains  *• 
It  reaches  the  Limits  of  the  Horizon,  where  Skies 
and  Waves  feem  to  mingle.  Yet  it  has  fcarce 
'made  an  Entry  upon  the  World  of  Waters.— rWas 
I  placed  on  the  Summit  of  Atlas^  or  could  1  take 
a  Survey  from  the  Peak  of  Tenerijfe^  even  in  this 
commanding  Situation,-  I  fhould  difcern  no  more, 
than  the  Skirts  of  the  great  and  wide  Sea,  Traces 
<of  amazing  Magnitude,  fwell  arid  float  all  around  ; 
yet  Traftsfihcomparably  broader,  are  ftill  behind ; 
iartd  Trsli^s  bf  unbounded  Extent,  are  bfehind  even 
thofe. 

Great  then,  O  my  Soul,  inconceivably  great, 
•*ftuft  that  adored  and  glorious  SOVEREIGN 
"be,  whojitteth  upon  this  Flood  i  and  the  World  of 
Waters,  is  but  as  the  Footitool  to  his  Throne  f . 
*Nay  ;  Who  holds  the  mighty  Waves,  diffufed  as 
"fhey  are  from  Pole  to  Pole,  in  the  Hollow  of  his 
Hand ;  and  before,  whom,'  in  all  their  prodigious 
Dimenfions,  they  arc  but  as  the  Drop  of  a  Bucket. 
I  3  •     '  — Mow 

I'  *        'uiiin.  ■  Camfofque  natantes.  Lug  RET. 
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— How  (hail  Reptiles  of  the  Ground  fink  bw  ^ttMgB 
in  their  own  Apprehenfions !  What  Humiliation 
can  be  fufficlently  deep  for  fmful  Mortals,  before 
this  "High  and  Holy  ONE!"  Yet  how  may 
they  rifi  on  the  Wings  of  Hope  !  How  may  they 
jaar  on  the  Pinions  of  Fai:h  !  When,  in  the  Lan- 
guage  of  his  Prophet,  and  in  his  own  S  O  N's  Name^ 
diey  thus addre&  the  everlafting  GOD.  Jwaie / 
Awake!  Put  m  StreMgtb^  O  Arm  rf the  LORD/ 
Awake,  for  our  Succour  and  Security,  as  in  the 
antient  DaySy  in  the  Generations  of  M.  Art  Thou  not 
ity  that  bath  cut  Rahab,  anJ  wounded  the  Dragon  ? 
Art  Thou  not  it,  which  bath  dried  the  Sea,  the  fFaters 
of  the  great  Deep  ?  That  bath  made  the  Depths  of  the 
Sea,   a  Way  for  the  Ranfomed  to  pafs'O^er  *  ? 

How  grand,  furprifingly  grand  and  majeftic,  are 
the  Works,  as  well  as  th^  Attributes  of  an  Omni- 
potent BEING!  What  are  all  the  Canals  in 
all  the  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth,  compared  with 
this  immenfe  Refervato^y  !  What  are  all  the  fupcrb 
Edifices,  erected  by  royal  Munificence,  compared 
with  yonder  Concave  of  the  Skies  !  And  what  are 
the  moft  pompous  Illuminations  of  Theatres  and 
triumphant  Cities,  compared  with  the  refplendent 
Source  of  Day!  They  are  a  Spark,  an  Atom,  a 
Drop.—^zy,  in  every  Spark,  and  Atom,  and 
Drop,  which  proceeds  from  the  Hand  of  the  A  L- 
MIGHTY,  there  is  the  Manifeftation  of  a  Wif- 
dom  and  a  Power  abfolutely  incomprehenfiblc. 

Let 

•  Ifai.  li.  9,  10.  GttvyM  flratpJcl^r,  fays  Chryfoflom! 
pLwn*j     •sTwtloj  wy\   iconraK;    xai   «>/>»ok,     a?^^   tcvcr^y   t'jnrut 


,  Let  us  et^ftfmine^.f^.fingle  Drop  ©f  Water,  the 
very  leaft  iQuai^^ty,   which  the  Eye  can  difcern\ 
only  fo  much,  as  will  juft  adhere  to  the* Point  of  a 
Needle.      In  tliis  almoft  impercepti'ble  Speck,   a 
famous  Philofbpher  computes  no  Jefs  than  thirteen 
thoufdnd  Globules.     Amazing  to  conceive !    Im^ 
-poffible  to  explicate  ! — If  then  in  fo  fmall  a  Speckj 
-abundantly  more  than  ten  thoufand  Globules  cxift^ 
w^hat  Myriads  of  Myriads  muft  float  in:  the  unmear 
fured  Extent  of  the  Otcan  ! — Let  the  aWeft  Arith- 
metician try  to  comprehend  in  his  Mind,   not  the 
'*^iftternal  Conftrtution,  but  only  the  Number  of  thefc  . 
^uid  Particles.     A9  \vell  may  He  grafp  the  Winds 
-in  his  Fift,  or  mete  put  the  Univerfe  with   his 
^Span,  as  execute  the  Taflc.— If  then  we  are  utterly 
unable  to  number  (which  is  the  moji  ju^erficial  of 
all  Refearche&)  even  the  moft  common  Works  of 
the  great  J  E  H  O  V  A  H ;   how  can  We  pretend 
to  lay  open  the  Secrets,  and  penetrate  the  Receflbs 
-or  his  infinite  Mind  f    How  can 'We  pretend  to  inr 
veftigate  the  whole  Procefs,  and  folve  all  the  Dif- 
ficulties,  of  that  higheji  and  deepeji  of  the  divine 
/Schemes,  Redemption  f 

I  have  fometimes  been  offended,  I  muft  confefs, 
JfpafiO't  when  You  have  inlarged  upon  the  tnyjieri" 
ous  Truths  of  Chrijiianity.  And  I  have  often  been 
furprifed,  to  obferve,  in  our  LOR  D's  Charac- 
ter, the  joint  Appearance  of  human  Weaknefs  and 
heavenly  Majefty.  To  fee  Him  encompaficd  with 
every  bodily  Want,  and  every  innocent  Infirmity ; 
yet  claiming  every  divine  Perfeftion,  every  Attri- 
bute of  that  peerlefs  ONE,  who  (hares  not  his 
Glory  with  another.— But  I  perceive,  the  Beam 
was  in.  my  own  Eye,  wheii  I  fanfied,   the  Motp 

J  4.  was 
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was  in  my  Friend's.  The  Mid  was  not  on  the 
Scriptures^  but  Parkx^fs  on  my  pwA  Appreb^o^ 
fions. 

Is  there,  in  every  Ray  of  Light,  and  in  every 
Particle  of  Matter,  a  Depth  of  Contrivance  unfa- 
thomable by  the  Line  erf  any  human  Undcrftand- 
ing  ?  And  fhall  th^rc  be  nothing  abftrufe  or  pro- 
found, nothing,  l^ut  what  is  level  ta  our  fcanty  Ap- 
prehcnfions,  in  thu  gnat  *  Things  of  G  O  D's  Law, 
and  the  glorious  f  Thingf  of  his  Gofpel  ?  To  expeA 
this,  is  juft  as  wife  in  itfelf,  and  juft  as  congruous 
to  Nature,  as  to  exped — ^a  Sea,  whofc  Cavities 
might  have  been  digged  by  our  Spade^^a  Sky> 
whofe  Arches  are  meafurable  by  our  Compaflfes 
—a  Sun,  whofe  Qrb.  may  be  included  in  our 
Lanthorns, 

When  therefore  I  read  of  O  N  E  .uncreated  and 
feternal.  BEING,  fubfifting  in  T  H  R  E  E  Divine 
P  E  R  S  O  N  S  t ;  when  I  hear  of  an  infinitely  pure 
and  pcrfeft  GOD,  made  Flefh  for  the  Redempr- 
tion  of  fmful  Men ;  when  I  meditate  on  the 
iightcous  and  univerCal  JUDGE,  reconciling  the 
World  unto  Himfelf,  by  the  Death  of  his  own 

§QNi 

♦  >nnin  'Ian  Hof.  viii.  12. 

f  T«  fufu^Ma  raOuf,   Ads  ii.    II, 

X  It  is  well  faidy  by  an  anonyinoas  Author ;  <^  while 
*«  the  Scripture  clearly  diftinguiihes  thofe  Works,  where- 
**  in  the  DEITY  appears  afting  alone,  it  alfo  points 
*«  out  T  H  R  E  E,  who  are  often  declared  to  be  ONE, 
<*  as  ading  each  his  Part  in  the  fame  Work.  And  par- 
•*  ticular  Care  is  taken  to  afcribe  every  divine  Work 
.'*  and  Perfeflion  to  HIM,  who  humbled  Himfelf  unto 
^^  Death  ;  that  the  Evidence  might  be  very  clear,  where 
*'  the  Objedion  might  Teem  ftrongefl ;  and  this  not  in 
*'  a  few  more  obfcure  PaiTages,  but  in  the  moft  opei^ 
•'♦*'  Manner  throughout  the  Scripture.'* 
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SON  ;-^wheii  a  thoufand  curious  and  inquifitive 
Thoughts  are  ready  to  irifc  on  the  Occafion  5  I 
will  bid  them  firft  found  the  Depths  of  a  Jingle 
Drop,  and  then  apply  their  Plummet  to  the  bounds 
iefs  Ocean.  This,  I  am  very  fure,  is  not  weak 
Credulity,  nor  wild  Enthufiafm  ;  but  the  matureft 
Di6bteof  Reafon,  and  the  verjr  Precifion  of  Truth. 
— ^Let  then  the  great  CREATOR  make  that 
foblime  Declaration  ;  Js  the  Heavens  are  higher 
jthan  the  Earthy  fo  are  my  Way 5^  than  your  TVays  ; 
mid  my  Thoughts  than  your'  Thoughts  *.  Let  every 
human  Creature  add  that  humble  Acknowledg- 
ment J  O  the  Depths  of  the  Riches^  both  of  the  Wtf- 
•dom  and  Knowledge  of  GOD  !  How  unfearchahle 
are  his  Judgments^  and  his  Way t  paft  finding  out  f  / 
And  not  Devotion  only,  but  Reafon  and  Truth, 
,will  fay  Amen  to  both. 

You  fee,  Afpafio^  how  I  am  trying  to  adopt  y^«*r 
Spirit.  You  will  obferve  the  willing  Scholar, 
-though  not  the  great  Proficient. — But  ftay  !  1$ 
this  right  ?  To  divert  from  fuch  commanding  Sub- 
jefis,  and  take  notice  of  mere  PunSilios  ? — My 
Friend  may  fpare  his  Frowns.  I  am  furprifed  and 
angry  at  myfelf.  Away  with  the  little  Arts  of 
Self- recommendation.  Self  fhould  be  forgot,  fiiould 
be  fwallowed  up  and  loji  in  devout  Aftoniflmient, 
•when  We  are  viewing  the  Magnificence,  and  me- 
ditating on  the  Wonders  of  Creation. 


*& 


Behind  me,  and  far  off  to  the  North,  Cambricft 
dufky  Coafts  juft,  and  but  juft,  emerged.  Loft 
were  all  her  Woods  and  Mountains.  Inftead  of 
prnamented  Towns,  and  cultivated  Plains,   a  con^ 

fufed 
•  Jfai..  Iv.  9.  t  Rojn«  xi.  33. 
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/i//^i  Mift,  or  a  low-hung  CI^imI,  fi^incrf-td  fib^l- 
on  the  Ocean's  romoteft-  Brim.-^BMud  mi</ LiK^ii 
membrance  is  roufed  atth«  Expf^ffimn  'd7ldrCk)n- 
fciencc  fharpens  her  Sting.    A4it  h<tiw  eft^ti^  ^md 
how  long,  have  I  trfcatedin  th\B  yery  Maiwier^  th^ 
nobleft   Scenes^  arid  the   ftibKmcft  ^Joy«  !    Ifii^ 
turned  my  BacJ^iXfi^rtLtektl  and  beTc^ted  CreatUne4 
•—upon  the  heavenly  Countiyy'and  wandered:6»m 
the  Regions  of  infinite  De]»ghct  Therefore  ru^ir 
they  appear  dim*    I  have  fcarci^y  a  Glic^iie  qf 
their  tranfccndent  Excellencies.     Or  if  I  fee  xbtai 
by  Faith,   it  is  with  frequent  Intermiffions,   and 
much  Obfcurity.—- Turn  me,   O  Thou  G.OA 
of  my  Salvation,  turn  me  from  purfuing  .Pba»« 
toms,  and  attach  me  to  thy  bleiTed  Self.    Let  iil^ 
henceforth  ftcer  an  invariable   Courfe   to   I M- 
MANUEL'S  Kingdom.     May  its  Treafures 
•as  I  advance,   cpen  to  my  View,   and  its  Glories 
brighten  in  my  Eye.     O  !   may  fomc  Odours,  bet- 
ter, far  better,   than  Sabaan  fpicy  Odours  *,  ex- 
hale from  the  delegable  Hills,   and  the  cekfiial 
-Shores!  — But    chiefly  thou  eternal    SPIRIT 
breathe  upon  my  Soul,  both  by  thy  convincing  and 
comforting  Influences  !  Nor  ever  ceafe  to  fwell  my 
Sails,' and  fpeed  my  Progrefs  ;  till  I  arrive  at  tbeLand^ 
that  is  very  far  off.   .  That  happy  Landy  where  IJhdlfee 

the 

•  Alluding  to  thofe  Lines  In  Milton. 

■  '    As  m)hen  to  them  ^whofail 

Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  noiv  are  fafl 
Mofambic.  off  at  Sea  North-ea^  Wifids  hlcw 
Sabaean  Odour,  from  the  fpicy  Shore 
Cy  Araby  the  hlefly  and  many  a  League 
Chear^d  'with  the  grateful  Smell  old  Ocean  fmlles. 

Book  IV.  159. 
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the  KING,  the  K I N  G  of  Gwe  ajid  of  Glory* 
in  4II  hif  trarifcend^Bt  md  inefFiible  Beautf^. 

On  my  Left-hand,  ftood'  a  Range  of  mountam-- 
om  Cli0*  They  arofe,  not  floping,  but  in  a  per- 
pendicular: Pket^ion.  Rocks  piled  on  Rocks  J 
Hvge  ;  black  j  horrid  !  Frowning  xwer  the  Flood, 
and  «3(tending  tbet^felves^  as  far  as  the  flye  could 
jeadi*  Here,  bending  inwards  to  the  Land; 
tb«re,  bellying  out  into,  the  D^tp ;  every  where 
{HTojediing  a  Shade,  feveral  Leagiues  a-crois  the 
Ocean* 

Thr  Hiight  of,  thcfe  CiifFs  fo  formidable,  that 
every,  human  Creature  who  comes  near  the  Sum<- 
jBUt,  ftarts  back  terrified  and  aghaji*  Only  a  few 
ftraggUng  Croats  venture  to  gra^c  on  the  Top : 
and  thcfe,  to  a  Perfon  walking,  below,  appear  but 
a3  Specks  of  moving  White,  While  the  Sea- 
mews,  that  winn«w  the  Air  about  thq  middle  Steep, 
look  like  winged  Animalcules,  purfuing  their  little 
Sports  in  a  different  Region. — The  J/pe^  of  thefe 
Cliffs  fo  mid  and  borrid,  it  is  impofible  to  behold 
them  without  a  ihivering  Dread.  The  Spe£bitor  is 
apt  to  imagine,  that  Nature  bad  formerly  fufFered 
,£ome  violent  Convulfions,  or  been  fhattered  by  the 
flaming  Bolts  ',  and  that  thefe  are  the  difmembered 
Remains  of  the  dreadful  Stroke.  The  Ruins,  not 
of  PerfepoUs  or  Palmyra^  but  of  the  World  ! 

Amazing  !  What  adventurous  daring  Creature 
is  yonder,  gathering  Samphire  from  the  Cavities  of 
the  Rocks  !  He  has  let  Himfelf  down  feveral  ^ 
Fathom,  beneath  the  bleak  and  dizzy  Summit.-^ 
He  gleans  a  poor  LivisUhopd,  from  the  Edges  of 
Danger,  Iball  I  fay  ?   Rather  from  the  Jaws  of 

Death. 
•  Ifai.  xxxiii.  1 7;  \  ^ 
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J>^atb  *i     I  cannot  iKfccm  the  ftope?,   to  whiclk 
he  clmgs.    -Wife  ftems  to  tu  fufpendeJ  over'  *tlij 
e^mendou5' Precipice,  by -a  Thread,  by  a  Hair, 
bjr  Nothiftg.— I*II  look  no  longer.     The  very  Si^Ki 
chills  my  Veins.    While  I  view  hfs  pcriious  Ele- 
vation,  I  t?an  think  of  nothing  but  a  'headlohg^ 
Downfal,   and  fraftured  Bones  ;  of  Brains  ^tft  6> 
•jeck  on  the  pointed  Grags,  and  Bfood  ftreamiirg 
on  ithedifcolouccd  Beach,  "* 

Suppofe  (if  the  MinJ  can  fccar  fo  (hockiftg'  a 
Suppofition)  fome   poor  Wretch,    expofed  on  tt/e 
Brow  of  this  ft»pendous   Promontory  5    wtthout 
•any  Support  lor  his  Feet;  and  -cieaving only  t6^ 
Vffi^k  lender  Shrub,  which  but  juft  adheres  to  ^he 
Crevices  of  the  Rock.     What  tumultuous  Throfe- 
bings  feize  his  Breaft  f   What  a  dying  Palenefs-li^ 
vades  his  Cheeks  ?   What  Agonies  of  Fear   reftd 
his  Heart  ?  As  He  hangs,  projeffing  over  the  ragged 
Precipice ;  and  furveys  the  Ocean  deep,  wondroiw 
deep  bdow  !•'— The  Bough  gives  way.     His  ofeJy 
Hope  fails.    It  yields^more  and  more  to  hrs  Weight. 
Good  Heavens!  He  Jinks  !  He  finks!  O!  for -fome 
friendly  Hand,    to  fnatch   him    from    perrfeing! 
Millions,  Millions  of  Gold,   were  the  cheap  Pur- 
chafe  of  fuch  a  Mercy, 

There  was  a  Time,  my  Soul,  when  thou  waft 
in  a  Situation,   equally  fhall  I  fay?    Incomparably 
'more   dangerous.      Tottering,     not   only   on  the 
J^e7-ge  of  Ltfc^  but  on  the  very  Brink  of  HelL     Of- 
ten'remember  thy   Peril.     Often  review  the  for- 
-midabic  Scene.     Stand  in  filcnt  Recolledion,  upon 
fhe 'Edges  of  the  Precipice,  to  which  Sicknefs  led 

thee  i 
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Acj^f  qn  wbiQh  X)eatb  purfued  thee ;  and  &.om 
which  both  were  confederated  to  <^.  thee  head* 
kwig*'— LoQk  down  into  the  yawning  Gulph,  and 
the  bottomlcfa  Abyfs,  See  the  infernal  Prifoni 
and  the.  Sinnets  that  ane  gone  to  their  own  Place* 
H^ai!  their  Weeping  aad  Wailing,  the  Gnafliing, 
of  .their  Teeth^  and  their  ineonfolable  Anguiflu 
Ob&rve  the  ehaini%  of  Darknefe  y  the  devouring 
Flanie,  and  the  everlafting  Burqings.  CoQIdft^ 
^hou  have  dwelt  in  that  Lake  of  Fire  and  Brim- 
fione  i  Couldft  thou  have  taken-  up  thy  Abode 
^midft  thofe  hellifh  Fiends?  Couldft  thou  havs 
lingered  oat  eternal  Ages,  in  tha€  tnfupportabie 
tnd  inconceivable  Woe  ? — Blefs  then,  adore  and 
bjeft  the  compafiipnate  Arm,  whifch  was  ftretched 
eut,  "in  the  very  Article  of  Need,  to  refcue  Thee 
from  thii?  great,  approaching,  endlefs  Perdition; 
Never,  never  forget  that  gracious  Voice,  which 
fiwd-r-in  Accents  fweeter  Uian  the  Mufic  of  the 
Seraphic  Choir-— '♦  Deliverhim  from  going  down 
*^  into  the  Pit.  Let  his  Health  be  reftored,  and 
^  bifi  Day  of  Grace  be  prolonged." 
•  In  fome  Places,  the  hideous  Ruins  not  only  towft* 
t6  th&  Skies,  but  lean  over  the  Strand.  Prominent 
and  frightfully  pendulous,  they  nod  Horror,  and 
threaten  Deftruftion  on  all  below.  A  Perfon  con- 
gratulates Himfelf,  when  he  has  got  clear  of  the 
bending  Precipice ;  and  can  hardly  forbear  thinkings 
that  the  enormous  Load  is  with-held  by  fome  un- 
feen  Hand,  till  tlie  execrable  TVretch^  doomed  to  a 
moft  aftonifhing  Vengeance,  is  come  within  Reach 
©f  the  Blow.  And  truly,  if  he  had  the  Strength  "of 
th^  Elephant,  or  the  Firmnefs  of  the  Behemoth, 

•  this 


142  Thsroi^  to  Asf  AsidC      fList^'^^ 

.this  muft  grind' Him  to  Powder^  or  e9«ti  erttfb  13Stt§ 
into  Atoms.  -     :    : 

How  awful  to  condder !   That  there  is  a  Dajr 
pomingy  when  wicked  Potentates,  and  haughty 
Monarcbs^  will  beg  of  yonder  Seas,  to  jaran  coin^ 
paScmacely  deep,  and  hide  them  in  thdr  dariccifii 
Abjfies ;  hidt;  them  from  the  pierring  Eye,  land 
avenging  Sword,  of  inflexible  Juftice.— Thattlierc 
is  a  Day  ccynin^,  when  the  foft  Voluptuary^  tha 
wanton  Beauty^  and  all  the.  Ungodly  of  the  Earthy 
will  befeech  tbofe  tremendous  Ridges,  with  their 
unfupportable  Burden  of  Rocks,  to  rujbdtwn  upon 
their  guilty  Heads  *•    If,  by  this  means,  ihey  mays 
be  fcreened  from  t)ie  infinitely  more  dreankd  Weiglie 
of  divine  Indignation.  ' 

Vain  are  their  Cries  ;   and  vainer  ftill  would  be 
their  Refuge,  (hould  their  paffionate  Requdh  be 
granted.     Can  Flodds  ameeal  the  impious  Wretches  ^ 
when  the  Abyfles  of  the  Ocean  (hall  be  laid  bare, 
and  the  Foundations  of  the  World  be  difcovered  ?• 
When  the  Caverns  of  the  Earth,  and  the  Bottom^ 
of  the  Mountains,   ihall  be  vifible  as  the  nikcd 
Plain  ?— Can  Rocks  fecreU  an  obnoxious  Rebyl  jj 
when  Rocks,  with,  all  their  marble  Quarries,  ij^^ 
adamantine  Entrails,   fhall   dilTolve    like  meltings 
Wax?  When  Hills,  that  plunge  their  Rootsf  to 
the  Center,  and  lofe  their  towering  Heads  in  Air, 
fball  ftart  from  their  affrighted  Bafe  f,  and. flee 

away 

•  Rev,  iv.  15,  16. 

f  This  brings  to  our  Remembrance  a  moA  fublime 
i>efcription  of  the  Divine  POWER,  which  arifts in 
a  beautiful  Climax,  and  terminates  in  this  grand  Idea. 
<J^be  Voice  of  the  LORD  is  mighty  in  Operationt  the  Vm 
of  the  LORD  is  aghrious  Voict.    The  Voice  of  the  LORD 

hreahtb 


bS         W^  \fti5^iChJvffot«fofe;the  Wini^^-Gocd  GOD  *  I 
What  racking  Anguiflx  muft  they  fetl!    What 

^  i^eiUifih:'C?dah;'yea,  i%e  LORti  hreaketh  the  Cedars 

a  ^/^^atotJti '.  '  Hemttketh  the^  nlfi  tojkip  like  A  Calf\  Le- 

A  SkiiiOD  iiffisf^Sirioii i/ir «ji0Mr^  Vnic^m,  Pfal^  mx.  4, 5,  6; 

^    is.thf  gcnwal  Tropoixtf)!!  5^  whicH,  in  the  following  Sen- 

■         *    tences,  We  fte  moil  magnificently  illuftratc<i.---7*i6^^tf/Ve 

i  of  the  1 01^1>  'yredketh  the  Cedars ;   whcn^  H6  fpeat s  iri 

jj  Thander, '  atid  bida  the  Lxghtoiing  exi^ute  his  Orders^ 

,  t)ie  Ti30f  ^,  the  Cedar-Trees,  thofc  fturdy.  Pit>du6iicns  of 

f  the  Earth ,i  are  ihivered  to  pieces. — Tea^  the  10  RD 

!  breMetl  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  ;    which,   for  Statelinefs 

(  $^'-  SfifeAgth,   fui*pafs  the  Oaks  of  the  Foreft,  furpafs 

flfBf^  l^Qe  <>f  the  Fieldy  almoft  as  mach  as  the  Oak  ex-- 

ceeds  a  Shrub.— It  is  a  fmall  Thing  with  JBHOFAH, 

to  repd  the  .Trunks,   and  tear  up  the  Roots,  of  thofc 

ifiafTy  Bodies  ;'  cveii  Lebanon  and  Sin'on,   the  incbmpa- 

jsdblf  1  gf  eater  Motfutainft  on  which  they  grow,  J^rp  like  a 

Calf     They  af^ -thrown   iiato  ilrange   Commotiongi 

They  are  ready  to.  fpring  from  their  Foundations*    With 

all  their  Load  of  Woods  and  Rocks,  they  appear  like 

ibme  afFHghted  or  fohie  fportive  Ariitnal,'  that/^r//  with 

Ham)ff«  or  kapsyn^  £)cultatibn. 

; -•  Good  GOP/^r-This  Exclamation  19  introduced  on  a 

/  very  ferious  Occafion,  .  and  ufed  with  an  apparent  Air  of 

lifeverence.     Under  which  Circumftances,  perhaps,  it 

ihfiy  fometimes  be  allowable,  and  not  difhonourable  to 

thfi  Divine  MAJESTY.    But,  when  it  is  admitted  into 

ordinary  Gonverfation,  on  trifling  Occurrences,  and  with 

a  Levity  of  Temper ;   it  is  itfelf  a  vtry  great  Offence, 

arid  difcovers  a  very  irreligious  Spirit. — It  is  (o  great  an 

Offince^  that  the  GOD  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  declares 

Himfelf  the  Avenger  of  all  fuch  Tranfgreflbrs.     He  liuU 

not  hold  them  guilt lefs^  or  he  will  afluredly  punifh  them. 

And  if  G  O  D  condemn,  who  Ihall  acquit  ?  If  H  E  will 

franifh,  who  can  deliver  from  his  Hand  ? — It  difcovers 

a  very  irreligious  Spirit ;   is  a  moft  dangerous  Symptom ; 

fomcwhat  like  a  Plague-Spot"  on  the  Gonverfation.     It 

Ihews,  that  there  is  no  faving  Health,  no  Life  of  G  O  D 

in  the  Soul.     Was  there  any  Senfibility  in  the  Gon- 

fcicnce. 
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inexpreflibly  fevcrer  Torment  muft  they  fi^^^f 
Who  can  imploce,  ardeatJy  impIcQ-e  as  a  n^ott 
dcfuable  Favour,  what  Imagination  itfelfihudders 
to  conceive  ... 

In  fopie  Places,  thefc  mountainous  Declivities 
lift  their  Brow  aloft;  plant  their  Bafis  deep  $  and, 
inftead  of  porteruUng  a  Fall,  defy  the  Fury  of  thej 
moft  impetuous  Elements.     Firmly  confolidated, 
and  ftedfaftly  eftablifhcd,   they  have  withftood  the 
united,  the  repeated  Affaulw  of  Winds  and  Waves, 
through  a  long  Series  of  rev(^ving  Ages.— The 
facred  Writers,    I  obferve,    fele<9:  alnioft  all  th^ 
ftriking  Images,  wbic^  the  whole  Creation.  affQr4«:i 
in  ordt^r  tocommunicate  their. heavenly  Ideas,  with 
the  greateft  Advantage.      Ifatahy    defcribin^  th^ 
'Security  of  the  Righteous,   takes  his   Compinfp/i 
from  the  grand  SpeiSacle  before  my  Eyes,     HtfiaU 
dwell  on  high :  his  PUui  afthefejtujhall  be  the  Mu^ 
nitimsofRoch*  ;  inacceffible  as  thofe  lofty  Rid^es^ 
immoveable  as  their  everlafting  Foundations. 
\  Should  it  be  alked^    what  thefe  Munitions  of 
Rocks  may  fignify  ?— I  find  two  Places  of  Refuge 
and  Safeguard,  pointed  out  in  Scripture  ;  to  either 
of  which,  I  belicYe,,  the  Metaphor  is  applicable, 
He  had  Harns^   fays  one  of  .the  divine  Pindaric^s^ 
coming  eid  of  his  Hand  :  ther^  was  the  Hiding  of  his 
Power  t»     Uncontroulable  and  omnipotent  PoWer 

was 

fcience,  any  Grace  in  the  Heart,  it  would  be  impoffibl^ 
to  treat  fo  wantonly  and  fo  prefuraptuoufly,  tfyit  gloria 
cuj  and  fearful  Name,  THE  LORD  T  HT  GODI, 
Deut.  xxviii.  58.  .     , 

*  Ifai.  xxxiii.  16. 
+  Habak.  iii.  4.     Horns  were  en  Emblem  of  StreKgih 
A  Horn  0/  Salvation,  is  put  for  a  mighty  and  effe^ual 

Salvation. 


•  was  lodged/in  the  great  JEH  O  VAH^  Hand, 
.ond  thrs  was  the  furcDefsncb^  this  the  impregnable 

-  • '  Garrif(>n,    fqr   all   Kis '•  Pepple.-r-The   Church   of 

*'  -^  ,CiIRJST^  is  (aid  to  Be  in  the  Glefu  pf  the  Rock  *  : 

V     That  fplniiiahR^ck^^o^'y^U^   th^  J^aelites  drank 

ih  the  Wildcrnefs  J  whofe '  v^net-a^le  and  precious 

^  ;V:q^^lII.-     ' ',  •  :K     /     .  .  Clefts 

Salvation .     Luke  U;. 6g'.     Thm  hafi  haard.  m^  frvn  among 

.    the  ffomiofiheVnictrnf\  Thou  haftrcfcucd  irle  frcm  the 

'     •raoft  pdtent*,and'fb*rividabie»*£n?nii«s.     PfaV^W.  21, 

•  -H^te  the  'Wqrd  feett^5  t6  dem)t^  thar  Pp^vc^  of  J  E  H  O* 
'     VA  Hi  to,  Wiidi  nothing  is  impoffiBlel'  .  And -more  than . 

»  ftems,.  if*\Ve-  coniiiU  .die  next  QX^\3X^,~Tkere  <wat  ^A^ 

^idtftg  dfhif  Fcnusr';  or,  as  it  nm}?. be  rendered,  i6iV /^vj- 

^  £rfuh  Hidings  a  in^flT- iscuiip  Refug'P*  ar  Sanftuaryabfo- 

*    lutely  inviobbJe;'''rhaYcv^conunodated  thiaPafl^gc  to 

'    a  different  Senfe,^  J^eMtat*  FoLl,  p..  1835     But  the  true  ' 

'Signification,,  .ipoft.  iuita*ble»  to  the  Context,   <ind   niQk\ 

.  fiibfervient  .to  >'the''Pr6J)h«t*s'  Dcfign,:  is,   I'  apprehend, 

given  by  Therem.   '  If  i^  ,ibniewh«i  Hke  an  exited,  Senti^ 

ment  in  the  ^ight-^'houghis  \  which;  with  a  pnaU  Akeja* 

*  tfioB^  may  ierve  a5  a.Paraphrar<^'on'xhe  Text ; 

.  jfind  Natures  Shield  the  Hdllo^JOijjf^Jds  IJand*. 
Ji  Chrifitdfs  Shield  the  HqUo9^  ofhii  Band^  ,         -, 

♦  •  Caiii.  \V  14/    Should  the  Reuder  havqafn  laclinatiQH 

*  to  fefe  this  facrcct.but  myffetioiis.  Book' explained,  I  would' 
refer   bim   to*  Dr,  ,G  i  L  tV  .£x/^/oi»  of  the  Canticles* 

.  Which  has  liich.a  cop Uus  Vein  of  ianc<ii5ed  In\«ientioa 
runnipg  ^bmugh  it*,   and  i»-irttejrrper(ed  witK.fuchaVa* 

*  riety' of  .delicate  and*  brilfanfc.  linages,  *  as  can«ot  hut 
highly  eajter.tain  z  curious  Mind.     Which  pyefents  Us  aifo  - 
with  fuch  rich  .and  9harniing  Difplays  of  th«  Glory  af  , 

*  CHRl^  T\  Perfoi);  .the  Freene/s  <5f  his  Gra^  to  Sin- 
.'ners/aod  tlie  Tcndc'rnefs  of  Jiis  Love  to  the  Church, 

ar  cannot  but  adminifter  the  nioft  refined  Delight  to 
>  the  helie^ing  Soul. — Coniidered  in  hoii>^  thffe.  Views,  I 
think,   the  Work;  referebles  ^leParadifaicarGardcn,  de* 
f^ribed  by  M I L  T  t)  >i ;  in  yvhich  "^ 

Blo$)ms  and  Fruits  at  once  of  golden  ffue 
Afftar'dy  wth  gt^  enameled  Colutrj  mx^d^ 
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Clefts  were  opened,  when  t^^  bloody  Sptar  tdre  ^p 
Ae  REDEEMER'S  Side>  and  cut  a'  ^idfe  >nd 
deadly  Paffige  to  his  Heart.  'Siirely,  /A^  fniaijtanf/ 
of  this  Rock  h'ave  Reafon  to'JJng"^.  /  What^i^ould' 
difqaiet  therfi?  Who  caj^  ileftroy  thcnaf  ,^^y^ 
fliould  tiot  flie  Voideo'f  Joy  be  In  their  ^Dwelh'ngsi' 
and  that  Hymn  of  holy  Triumph  iii'thcir  Klduthss^* 


^  Jiyfelf^  ..  ^  ,, ,.^. — ^^.  . 

SAVIOtR,  andeftabf%don'thisRock\    . 

.  Yonder,  on  the  Suipmitof .  the  moft  cWfpicfupus 
Cliff,  is  crcSed  a  grand  and  ftateiy.  P>le!.    At  th^ 
..    Top,  my  Glafs  difcovcrs  a  fu^erb  Laiithorn;  at 
tlie  Foot,  are  ihc  Huts  of  f  Hhcrmcn,  AirrounJed 
with  various  Sorts  of  Netsi-^Itjs,^I  fuppofc,^^ 
Lighi-houff.     Inlended  tb  apprifc  the  Sailor,  qf  .Jiis 
Danger;  anc}  Qicw  Him,  where  the  Shelveajijrk, 
arid  where  the  WhirlpcK)!  bpils.     Qt  clic  to  poi^t, 
'.\    out  theCoorfeHe  ftouM.fteex..;  khd  condUdMim 
.     into  a  fafe  Road^  and  fecurc  Hajtioiir.    ,       . 

Both  the  Situation,  and  Dtfign  .of  th^  Ruildgjg. 
read  mc  «i  JLeHbni  the 'one  of  awful  Adm:onitij9n> 
the  other,  of  comfortable  Inftrudioiv.-T-Cfl^g/?rr#i&. 
^;  hiftruStm,     How  maJ5y  and  ponderous  is  th^fidi'* 
fice  1  Yet,  therp  is  nottbeleafl:P.cafoi)  to  be  appre*^ 
henfive,  of  Failure  or  Infufeoiency,  in'tbe  Pounda- 
I  '     tion.  Was  the  StriiK^ureten^thoufand  tilnes  larger  5 
was'  its    Weight   ten    thoufand    times,  'gttuet^ 
tjie  folid  Ro€k   would"  fupporl;  it,,  with  the.  ut-; 
-  moft.Eafe,  and  the   utmoft  Stead.injpfst     .Sufb  i^, 
CHRIST;  fuch  are  his  Merlfs ;  fuph  his  glpaOJUS^ 
Righteoufnefe,   to   thbfe  wife   Jind  blcflfed  SoUfey 

.  '  .  .  why 

•  Ifei.  Tclihi  i.'  *  f  Ifai.  xxvL  f  * 


Cctl^'       Thjcron  /^  Asp-ASipi  tV^ 

who  reft* aJl.jtTfic  lv,?%ht  of . tl^cir eternal  Intcrefts 
on  fK^  afpne.     5if/&,  did  I  fay  ?  Much  furer.    For  ' 
th^JIdountain^  mdy  depart^  ^nd  the, Hills  may  be  rer 
move^*'^  but  this  divine  fiafis^cao  ivsveriinkj .  can     ^ 
never  hf  fliaken. — Avofuf  Aimtdtion^    iFor>  it  re- 
call to'  my.  Mcmoty  thVt, alarm iiig^  yet  weh:oiiie  , 
Text  t,  whith  t^ou  fty^ed  the'  rpiritual  Light-houfe^ 
Which*has  been- as    ferviceaile,  to '  my  diftre/Ted 

*  Mind,  anci  'bewildered '  Tlpughts  ^  as  fucht  an  'illu- 
minaf ed  'Wat;ch;-towe'r,  to^  the  .wander j tig  and  be^  . 
nighi^jd  Ktarinef.     May  I  pftep  view  it  f-  Ever  ^t- 
itvii  to  its  faithful  Dircdtion  I  And  be  withrheld, 

.    By  its  Ihterpofition^  from  that  devouring  Gulph,  and    ' 

*  that  deftruiElive  Shoai,  -Pe^endence  on  ^Selifrrighte"-, 
bufnefsL    Be  led,  "by  Its  Influeiite,  into  the  HaVefl— 

^'theTair^nd  h^p)rFliaveri  of  Salvation  and  Cr ace, 
Notir  I  have  mentioned  tikyem,  I  cann6t  biit  ad- 
mire the  State' and  DifpftfitJon  of.  tjie  Shore.*  -  ;i  fee,  . 
c\<eft  in* its  rude  and-fhapde'fs  Fornj,  a  moff  pica-' 
finglDifplay  of  Divine  Good->vill  toTWcn-T^fnar^  ', 
ranging  this  vaft  Aflenjbfage  of  Earth  and  \y^ater, 
'tfce  iVEMIGHTY  Difpofer   has  kept:a  eonti* 
'nifal  ^y€  upon  our  Benefit;     Were   the  Shores 
jftcait,  Irke  the  Walls  of  bur!  Garden  ;  or  fmoo^h, 
like  fome  '^oliflied  Gl(^b6  ;  HTi^y* might  feem  more 
•fdarJy.  and  graceful.     Bat  bbvi?'*d crimen tal  fuch    > 
k  Piece  of  Deltcacy,.  to  Nayigatipn,    t^  Corn* 
mcrce,'  and  the  Prbfpe jity  of  hiiman  Affairs !  Our  - 
.Sh,ip§,  m  (formy  Weather,  would '.'be  like,  ftrag*^ 

*  .gfirtg  Parties  of  vahquifted  and  flying  Troops  5  pur* 
"focd  byan-fenraged   Enemy,  and  fhut  oiit   frpiii   • 

every  tortrefs,'  everyT*lace  of  Refuge. 

•;    '    *         .         K^       .  This 

-  •  ifsd.  livr.  lo.    t  See  Rm.  ix.  30,  31,  ^t,  and  Vot 


f48  Therom  to  Astasia;  ^     liec;**^^ 

This  GOETs  infinite  Wifdom  for^aw^^tScf- fais 
.  infinite  Goodncfsdetcrqiined  to  pr«V«nt%  JPor4v4ii<:ift 
Purp<ifc,   He  made  .the  Boundaries  of  ilhe*  gnttt 
Dtepi^  not  tven  -and  ft^pclyy  but  mb&  adviftitaCgi^ 
eufly -ragged  and  'irregular^ — 'Hcf^^-  th«^  £ardi  li^ 
fcoopcd  and  excn\rated*,  for  many^  Miles;  as  it  it 
had  becaborcid,  by  fome  'prodigiouflY4arge  Augcrt 
—There  it  finks^,*  nn^'turAs,  and  winds,  ibmeWhsft 
!ike  the  Wardifi  of  -a  Lock ;  giv^'fig  eafy  Adrrttffion  • 
;   to  olir  Ships*  and  Fleets,  .but  •barring  the  Axrccfs  of 
*  fi>riou^.  and  dcfl:ru££ver  Surges. — ^Yonder,  two  huge 
Pmippntorics^  .horrible  to. behold,  advance,  a6  ii 
-  V76rs  with yb^ughty  Sjtrides,  into  the  De^p.    Tlitfjf 
/ro.wn  jDvw^.the  /^byfs  ;  'bivt.  look,  witTi  ;thfc  rh^ 
/mUiOg'  Afpect,    on    the  •Weather-beaten.  Bark* 
.Awjidi?  tile  Arms  of  th-cfe  frightfu!','  but 'frieri^ily ' 
CKfFs^^^the  Sailorand  his  Vefierfiid  Shelter,  Re^  ' 
pofe,  and  Safety.. — Ixi  one  or  other  of  tbefe  y^iovs 
Harbeursi  they  drop  their  Fear,  as  they  drop^tfa^iir 
.    Anchor ;!  siad  defy  the  Kagc  of '  Tempefts,  aiid*  care 
hot  for^all  the'Madnefs  'of  the  Ocean.  *'  '  ' 

How-  many  Thoufaads  and  Millions  of  LivQs>*  * 
has  this  kind  provifioiKiry  Safeguard,  refcaed  frctta 
D,cfl:ru(9:ion  !  Wirhoftt  t*efe  moft  commodious  I5»^- 
txptacles  the  Sea  Nyould  be  covered  with.  Wrecks  ^ 
and  the  Waves  be  little  better,  *than  a  Gcavei^« 
the 'Mariners."  But,  pul^ting  into  fome  hoffStabl^ 
Port,  they  are  '  bgyond  thtJ**  Readh  of '  Danger. 
Though  howli/ig  Winds  i:ehd  the  Sky,*  and  %rffft 
Hurricanes  tpfs  the  Sea,  they  abi'diK  iri  perfe^  Sf<?Mr. 
rity,.  Thus,  tfiey  abide,  till  the  Storm;  is  huihed^  • 
till  the.^^iyows  fubfide ;  ,and  a  Calrti-  t^ke^  place;-^* 
pUckytnethinks,  is  the  State,  the  hap^^.^Stltd 
of  the  Righteoas/    Wh.o  canfay^  i^iili  FaitiC^^nd 


iHiT^iM*;  ■  V*^  HfT/Mi  GO D 'is  our  Rtf^igf.     What 

H*?IW  <^^P  Wipfafc,  as  his  omftipojtent  Prote^ion? 

*'A§ihc-Af*'nkof,bi»  Po.vver,  and  the  Wings  of  hi* 

5fQvJ4«int<?«  ?v  Ift  "the  midft  of  Perils,  thejf  Pcrfon$ 

*  >t'e,(52ieitfc#.  ''Surrounded^  thsirP^rfong 

■fjrQ;u|idifonay«d..-   Even  wfiin  it  /ball  kii^U^.  ^ominf^ 

'  4(m)fi  an  the  Forefl  ;  ar\d.  the  City  fi>all  he  low  in  a  lyw 

'fikciry^t^Y  Pe'gpl^  O  ■LQR.Dj'fli^ll  d'mll'ina 

'   fjfc^^Ue  Habitciion^  and:in  fur e  Dwellings^  md  irC 


Let 


i  ^iJJai^xxKlL  i9, 19.  Vpoto  this  Text,  lAeg  Leave 
to^JSifikeari^ort  Paraphrafe;  _^n4  add  a<critid^  Remark, 
''^JMly  PfofUf  lays  Got),  ^xaWdixjeU  in  a  peaceable  Hahi- 
'tation.  an<t  in  Jure  Dtcelfitipy*  and '  in  quiet  RtJ^ing-places* 
Abiding  hiC/f/J/^^j  cl«aying  to  his  great  Atone- 

.'^iwit;  a-nd  always*  bihojdiiig' them felve«  complete,  xti 
l^s .  everl^ftiog  Right^^ufners  i  they  Ihall  **  pafs  their 
*'  Time  in 'Reft  and  Quiethefs."  Having  Peac^  with 
GOB  i  Trart^wlityiii  tReiri  Cotifcience;  and  SectiHly 
from  thcii^fpiiritnal" Enemies,  •  ;  * 
•  ,  This  Tranquility f  ^efhaps,  is  to  be  enjpyed  only  in 
iialcypn Day^. ;  when PeacQand  Repofe  are  common Blef* 
iin^s.^No,  but  in  Tirne^*  t)f  Gonfufron  and  Diforder; 
when^Dan^ef  fpreads  Alarm,  and  Ruin  fcatters  H^vock, 

'alFaroJund;  .  When  At  ftMll  hail  ^ith  a  deftruQirve  Uedluptn 
jlk'^orsfi^  and  theC'a^pa^  he  iHUrly  demvlijhed,     WHcQ 

,  GOl)'-5  J.udemcntj  like  an  impetuous, 'irreiifiible,  de^ 
Aroylng  Hail,  ./hall  bear  do  \yn.  Fore  ft  s,  though  the 
Growth  of  Ages ;- -ftiall  overthrow  Kingdoms,  whofe 
Inhabitants  are  nu ma-bus  as  the  Trees  of  the  Wood;  ar*i 

.  lay  ojjghty  Cities,  py en  with  the  Gi'ouiid.  j 

.  A  raoft  Jseautifol.  Contrail,  between  the  Security  xjf 
JEHOVAH'S  People,]  and  the  Deftruaion  of  his  EticV 
jnies.  Which  Gontpaft  is;  \^t'2^\lfaiah^^  Images,  paiiiu 
ed  in  thc'mofi.  lively;  Colours ;  but  much  .^obicured,  by 
the  A/^m/r  PunftuatidiT,  and  the  Engl^fi  Veriion*     // 

eceflary 
vhen 
lattef 


15*)  •      THtR6H   I*  Afi^Ail4.         %^t.'^ 

'  t»et  me  but  oncea^ain  fiirvey thoferudrbut^oat- 
jcftic  Elevations,  thofe  'wild  but  ftdblo  t>ttformM«^V 
the  Cliffs.--i^^r^)f^^7//^;^t,  feared  by. aft  Afrtiifht'^ 
Hand,  to  proteft  us  atoncefr^ntt>^rrifJgEteIn«fttfe% 
and  invading  Enemies. — Ri?z«^rfffj,'whfclx  b'^erto^  . 
tfid  command  the  Ocean ;  and  viewed  ^by*#[t»te*%' 
Mariners,  feem  to  touch  or  jiro'p  the  Sk^.  Whi<»h 
have  furrounded  our  Ifle  cVerfincethfeiimVcffalDc*- 
luge,  and  will  be  her  never  failing' Pcfence  eveft  '^* 
the  general  Conflagration.-^if  foffic'  ^crp^ntettawTd 
Engineer  ihouM  take  it  into  hi^'He^d^  to  fu(]^e<R, 
the  Stability  of  thefe  unihakcn  Bulirarkft  r  tf^-He 
Ihould  make  Propofal's  for  ftrengthening  tJiem^irith 
Buttrefles,  or  girding  them  round  with  Craiif^?^* 
Irons  !  How  would  his  Projea  be*  received  ?  \^4A 
Approbation  and  A pplaufe  ?.  Or  with  tfhe  Siiieert^f  • 

'Cdftteftipt, 

to  cxift,  without  the  former  ?  Or  does  the  Cot! ft4<«r«tfoi|   . 
6i  the  former,  add  cither  Force 'or.  Beauty  to  the  jBtter  ?' 
Whereas,  read  the  Word  J  without  the  Poipts,;or  likthem 
be  polluted  in  the  following  ManncnXJl'^ijl  l^n^,^  ai^ 

we  are  prcfented'with^a  very  fignificant  and  fp^ciWovl^*- 
hraifm'  Qrandin&ndo  gfandinabit ;  Hailing  itJhaHhaiLji  £|^all 
hail  with  great  Violence  and  linpetuofity,  that  bears  4°^  . 
every  Thmg.  'Deftroying  alike  Forett's  and  CHties.  iJ^-^ 
ihg  both  the  ft^tely  Trees,  a«d fnperb Edtfde^i  iitRnm. 
I  would  not  therefore  tranflate  n«I?rr,  ^SU/jn  vi^SW^Sie 
City  jball  ha  lonv  in  a  h^Flace^  ^he  low  Flaci,  in  this 
Conneftion,  feems  to  be  quite  am^^mwc^\,  ungraceful 
and  iniignificant."  I'f  a  City  is  dcittOlifhed,*  it  matters  . ' 
«^ry  little,  or  not  at  all,  whether  the  Work  of -Fate  |>e 
-executed,  in  a  high"  or  low  Place.     Whereas,  tjie  Cir- 

.  *cumfi:imce,  which  the  facred  Original  defcribes,  is.trnlv 
important  and  awful.     The  Words  m^  be  trannateu, 

*  pejvdendo  dejifiefiify  or,  Jn  PfftnjiifTn  bumliahit^.  ItpiH 
ie  utterfy  mtfrfhrrnvt^  or  nudejli/  as  a  Phin*  The  w)k>}9 
City,  with  all  'iU  Building^^  whether  mean  or  nutgnifi* 
ten*,  Avail  be  broken  dotyn.^  Jaid  Jow  as  the  Pd|  j  IbVy 

^    \4    *  ' 
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Gani5Mrtpt^'i»na'tfheHlft,  of  Ipdignation  f '  "  Fool 

5<«tli»t  He^ls-l-yT©  thjmk:  of  inlarging  or  corrobo- 

**;  rating  th«fc*  magnificent  and  cvexlaftlng  Works 

*  ^ofvN^ure^.'bjf  the  piiny-  Piddlings  qf  Art  !"~ 

Suci)> -(b  -fooUfh  and  prepoftejrpus^  13  that  oAce  fa- 

yoiiriteOonG^i^.  of.  adding  my  own  Performances, . 

la^fOT^er  to    mcr^afc    the    juftifying   Efficacy    gf 

CMKI^T's  Obedience^    What  a  Difparagement 

;  tthistQ  ch«  great  ;f he  .divine  Foundation  1  Which, 

/or.  ^. Support  >of  burdened,  and  the  Security  of 

Endangered '$inners)  is  fufficient — i^  felf-fuffictent"^ 

,^  flark  J-  Whence  is  ^that  ftirill  Noife  ?  It  is  wh^t 
Jk/tUopcM^^  tie  $ea'Me,w^s  Clang,     I  look,  round 
.  ani.find  her  by  her  Voicerf     How  fl^e  plays  on  the 
'Breeze^  ^nd  fports  on  tlje.  S,urgc !  Free  as  th?  firfl:, 
■um^idnfi^dd  as  thejaft*     Sometimes  I  fee  her  fweep-  ^ 
ing  the  lofty-. Cliffs.^;  or  (kiming  the  level  Deep, 
-Stnn^ti<i3e&  I  Ueheld  her  springing  into  the  j^ir,  and  ., 
fo&riftg  fat  above   therSiimmit  of   the  A4miral's 
Mait.    'Anoh.Qie/Qioots  as  low  into  the  Heart  of 
,Ae'C5cttyn,'*lofes'Qur  Sight,. and  feems  loii  to  the 
,  World.  'On  a  fuddefi,  the  feathery  DiVer  emerges; 
fe^kes  the'BrJhc  from  Jxejr  Wings  3  rifes  on  thofe 
-ftrohg  Pinrons ;  and;  with  -a  triumphant  Scream, 
flits  aTorig  the'Shores,.  or'f:ails  through  the  Skies^ 

Hov^  wonderfully  has  PRO  VIDENCE^fitted  -  . 
ih\k  and  forive  other  Animals,  to  fojourn  in  either 
Element  ?  fie  they  In  "the  moift  or  dry,  in  the  denfe  • 
,ipr  rate,'  in  the  buoyant  Atmolphere  or  the  over-    • 
wJielmingTIood,  it  is  all  alike  to  tfiem.     They  are 
<Jiti^en^pf  either  Region  j  and  are  prefnted,"  if  I 
ibay  fo  fpeak,-with  the  Freedom  both  of  Sea  and 
.jj^an^jr.— Is  n^t  th;s  a  figjotificant  Emblem  of*  that 
' ';  ^"  '  K  4'  \    ; '  ^  h^ppy 


happy  Temper  dcfcrlbcd  b/St.  P/iuti'  wiwteittpli^ 

fled  in  his  CondxxSt*    I hw^  iuo'mi^, m '.whatever r 
SMc  I  anty  ihtreimth  toite^UM.     Lkkoii^  bdtk  hctU' 
to  be  aha  fid  \  and  Hn^w  h$w  to  ahtund.  Bvtrpu^erw^ 
and  in  all  Things^  /  am  in/lruiUd^  hvih  to  h^fhll  i^»rf^« 
U  be  hungry y  hmb  to  ahoimd  and  iofaffkr^Ntwd  ^  ^ 

Now  We  behold  Him  in  Profpcrky.  He  rides  tip'*. 
en  the  high  Places,  of  the  Earth,  ^kh  San-»flii(nec' 
all  around  Him.     He  \%  TcceiTed^  as  CHRMT  ' 
yeSUI^j  irtd  rcfpefted  as -an  AHgcl  of  GOD. 
People  ^re'willing  to  pluck  out  their  oifw  Eyfts»- 
arid  give  them  to  him.— Ere  long  the  Scene-  Oiifts, 
and  We  behofd  Him  in  Advcrfityl     He  is  ftoi«t6i^^ 
into  the  Place  of  Dragons,  and  covered  with  the 
ShadwrolF  Death.  '  Bis  own  familiar  Friefid^  for- 
fake  Hmi.    His  Enemies  come  abbiit  Him  like  e«*  . 
afperatcd  Bees/    And  the  general  Gi^y  is^  **  Away2. 
<?  with  fucha  FelW  froriKihe-^rth/' — ^Ye^W 
Enuanimttywpiieferved  amidA thefe  ftartllng ReVo*: 

'  lutions  !  Lil«:c..the^i?yJ>/>2Sea5  which  ncitber-cbb* 
nbr^flows.  He  ?s  ftilltheYame :  the  famehumUei 
zealous, .  ttfcatcnly-nripfled  Chriftran.-  .  Uachanged^ 

*  b)rViciffitadej'  He  (loops  with  Dignity,  or  afcendr 
with  EafOk*  Alacrity  in  His  Bufmefs,*  and  Com [4a^ 
cency  in  his  Cdndition,v are-  Hi*  Infeparahlc  Atteh^- 
.darits.  In  all  Thhgs  approving  Himfilf  the'Mihiftef' 
rf  GOD,  and*  the  Friend  -  of  Mati.  i— Biit -Jed  4is 
/  hear  his  own  Words,  They  are  inimitably 'beiu-t 
tiful.  I  ncvci*  read,  ki  any  Author,-  a.  .grcat-^r  Su- 
blimity *of  Sentiment ;  and  I  riover  obfetv^d,  in  • 
any  Defcription>  a  more  genuine  MagniHeencc  of 
Spirit*  '  *•     -      . \.  ' 

^  Phil.  iy.   11^  iz.- 


^  A&;ftmf*a>Wu<JVriimais  li\ie»4p  J  n^otre,  either  4^; 

Mr  ATr'i>rWateil;.*ai^-4y3.  the  Apq^le^  We.pafs-wnr 

k  hurt«J*i^unaflfc<Sied,  i/Aif*nyA  .'/ii^wr  ^^nJ  Di^noux^  ^ 

^  iMj^i\ttui.\  .ss  uHin9Wt^  ^ndyft  wsH  known  j.,^?*  dj- 

,  ing^  an^  kbAdsttieit^y  «^  chajepidy  MHd,n§t  iiOsffy 

I  as^fonrmfuh .  yet  akyafs^-rsfoking  i  -  4}  #flar>  yet  maiirtg 

b  *     mn^rich%  ifsh0ving:mtiinti:Jt^H^Jiff^^  • 

If  What ?t  tfojile  SugenQcitylo  «U.  extornal Cirtum-  •  - 

I  ftaftc^^v  ^Thi3.is  JLibcrty  virt^^^     He   is  more 

I  thau  CoBf^ueM<f,o^r  e^ery.  Wrong  and-'(pver  all^  . 

I  XribiAatia^. '  Xhis^ is  the^exalted  Chw^ci*.    This,  * 

[  ib0'tf^[y£r0iii>Matt:     *  :^-  r     '■'■•', 

'  -  How  ehi^np^hli  ia  the  Face  qf  this  ;Jiguid  Element  V 

Nj>t  long  Ago,  *the»«  was  nothing,!  frojrt  this  .ftony . 
j  '  BQundary>/t<^  the ' H^nao'tt*^  'Utii^pft  Yir^^*,  bit  thfti  *  ' 

.'  wU^l^'X^^^Jf'**^-^"*^^'^^''''''^'^^^^,^^"^^^      Now,- 
the  ftormy  Flood  tiaj^  ftftoothcd  it.s'^u^Qd*JB/pw,  aad" 
•   the  watery  U,prQi^e*.'i&  InBeA-mtoj^t  profound  Tran- 
quility. V>Il\^^Qrt{Ung  M^^aiint  rufiiedand  raged, 
'  •  thrcateni^S  .to-daih  the  Clouds,  and-dilug©  *the 
'Earth  \  therr^tho  gSfitlefLUndulation^  pky,  and  onl/     « 
juft  wrinkle  ^  Susfoce  of^  the  ^mighty  Bafon. 
Whfcre  the  dreadful  Abyfs  4opened  ks  wide  and«un-  '/ 
fathomable  Jaws,  ta  fwaUoi«  '«i>  th?  tre^\)l|t>g  Sailor,    *  -. 
/'  and  his  flialtere4  VefliU  there  a  «alm'  ah^>  dear  .  •. 
,     Exp^rife-iiftMf^^  it;^  ample  liofom,;  «jj/uring  the  fifh 
to'baflc..  in.  the  Sun,  ,and  ijiviting .  tlie  Sea-fowl'to    ' 
watch^for  their  Picey.  ^   \; 

•  lu  thi3  Mr'  floating  Mirror^  I  fee  the  Piclure  of  v' 
every  Claiid,  which'paffes  through  the  Regions  of' 
•  ithe  Sky.    But  in  its  uncertain  and  treacherous  Teni-    * 
I  ^  *      '.  .   J  perature,  . 

I  •  2  Con.  vi,  8,  9,  rp.  . 


fpr^Hirey  I  fe^titbte^Iainly  th)6iht6ftftant  tud  a^^^r^ 

variable  Condition  of  human  Affgfrs.-**Voftftcr-gi 
tbo  Ships.     Som«  aflpciated,^  like  C6lifteii4ti^ifi:s  *  in 

*«^fi.  fiscpanfo  of  H«Hv^n.     Some  £:>iitary^  lite  Pl»^ 
ncis'coi  the  ethcriaj  Road.    Two  or thre«  «re  pM"-"- 
fe^y  d^iingpiibiblc.  v  Their  Sails  at^  a!l'ef7tpan<f- 
cd.  ,  They  fvdl  Co'tl^eBftceze,  ttul.cateb'  th^^fcrn*- 
bling  Gale^.     Their  Keel  pJougiw  the  WaVe,  mt9 

'\  Aefr  yuW  fhaj^rerthe  level  Dotfp.;  The  M»!h*r*, 
delighted  with  thefe  ppaceftil  Se^s,  %Ai  thi^  ftSfy^ie^ 
foothxng- State  of  Things,  h^ve,  perhap$^  no  A)>^  • 

••frchenfiohsr  pf -iDaiiger.  k  Tf>ey.  thinfc  not  of  the 

"  irrefiftibfe  Storms^  which  may  gather- aroihid^tbein^ 

.,   npr  of  the  fcip\yreclccd  Dead,  that  Ke  burieft'kei- 

Aieath  them.    J- wifli.  them  a  profperfcu*  Voyage. 

•  Yet/fiHcereiy/fts^  v^lh  it,  I  (fufft  "ttbt  liindfeirtakfe- 
►  '  tQ^ntai^'it.  'So^' hiay-Clouasdark^AeSfeeAe, 

'and  Lightd^i'n^*  glare  ^mvift  the  GloomJ^  'feebn 
Bmy  tbe^inds  JioVV  and  the'T^mpdl  rave,  ffdt 
Man,  ^nor  An^el*'  can»afcef^i^  tbc  Cbntrrraantc?  OJP 
this  halcyon  Weather  J  fo  rnnch  a$  afingleDay,  or' 
i?vcti  tothe^pexltHaur.^— And  let  mt'jiot  fondly frdr  * 
mife  myfelf  aiv  uHtnterrupui'  TiAoi;  ■iff  Serenity *A ". 
my  Mind,  or  ^of  Profperity  rn*  my'drcuhilHinccs.  - 

,  SoiBetinftee,  indeed,  my  Heartexirf<5  irrider  the  Sniil^ 

•  df  Heav-qii,arfd  tke Favour  of  G.<)D.'  JButfcoh;;  ' 
ah  !  Xob  fooft  I  am  tlouied  with  Festi*,'  ^d  oppreffed    *. 

.  with Corr^ptionv  ,1  figh  oui  tliat  paffionatc  Aclcnow-  * 
.  IcAgm^ixty'  If^ftiched  M(^,ifmt  i  am  !  And  add  that 
wilWul  Inquiry,  Who  Jhtilt  delmi^rte  ^-^F^  %\s 
.  'dtfordered  State  of  Thfngji  the' affliA^d  P-Mmcji'h 
•  Cpriip^aint,  fs  the  moil  appqfite  Motto,*  anjj  the 
-/ino^  whoiefeme  Memento  5  Changes  md  if^r  an 


[ 


'^ft^nd  v^.-r^BbS  there i*  a  W^rld,  wher«  difaftro^t 
'R«v|jiutibns  yf\ll^ht  knowh  n6  more.-  Where  our 
Efg-i^njeikis  win  no  longer Jlti^uatg^hke  the  Ocean,- 

.  lul^  ijftitiofe  ^edfaft  th'art  tht?  Rejclc«,'  and  more  im*.- 
ii||«»y^l^  than  the  Shores* *  ^*  '   x   .    *         ' 
...llVftiiis  World, .We are  n^jytrfcctire, .  Calamity 

'SiQ^mes^  IHiaTbief  fnthiii^ighf^  at  %Ticne,  when 
Wf  are  not'a^acj?  ^  aiad  from  a  Quarter, -which  Wfe 
di4  not  fafpe^.  Out  of  Au:;^*^  cifmpoffdpi2i, -which 
isifce..  very  Ittiige.  cf  Tca«quility,-,fom€tSmcs^  D&^ 

.'  JkuiUin  i-ifcsf  And  rifes  in- it?  inoft;drea!dfvl  Fcito. 

r-hA  prodigio.us.  peitaehft\e^  6f  Wate^-  iffues  from 

'  thje^Deep.}'  apd,  by  fomfc  'unknown  b^urwpndtous 

.    Force,  advances  intp.tiie  u'ppcij R^gioHfts:  Jt'fpreads 

'  Bmidit  the  Clouds^  .or  becohties  itfelf  a  blacJt.and 
horrid  Cloud.  Tfie  S^a;;l)oik,  ^  the  whirling  Gqk 
lumn Wcends  J  apd-'tbor* Air  roars;  gs  it jj-ec??ivc5stb« 

..  unufiial  Wcigtit;.^^  Laden. whh  Kuifh  ai^d  big  with 
.Death,  the  trerptexrf oiw  ^(^ttor  '  lour^,*  ^*It  h^vera^ 

•  ^for  a  wm^.oh  tfte  .grqiiing  -S^ofpljW'e  j  m  the' 

^  yas  .fihgfii^  out  itft  Pr€if ^  f>r  taking^e.  fureft 

'  -  Arm,    Tben.'burJb'-Min  a  Mocaent  burfts,  and  with 

,  •jMU*el5ftihk'Jn¥petuofity  .falls.  Xhe  Jloijfc,'  torn  fumi 
;  ihc  Summit  of  a  Mountain,  and  ttiunde^ing^dovni    , 

' "  the  ClifT^^  plirn^es  nqt  into  the  foaming  Brine, 

.  ivith  Half  the  Fury  or  Half  the  Noife.  The  very 
Pce.s^n  is  dlarfi^4.^  the  Shpclc  f . — But  if  a  Ship, 

•  *^'--.  *  Job  X.   17. 
f  We  have u^ery  rexQadcable  ind  t^rible  Account  of 
■  »  WfUefTSpCfay  -recorded  in  the  FbHofofhUal  Tran/aSicm^  - 
r— *<  A**Spout    {AanQ   17 1 8)   breaking  pn  EmoU-Moor^ 
.^near  CeZ/i,  in  Lancajhiny  Ac  Country  was  immedi* 
.  f^*  atelyoverftgwA;  a  Brook,  .in  a  few  Minutes,  rofe  fiip 
f f  f«et  perpeadicttlarly  hi|[h ;.  the  CrOimd> 


i,  whereon  thie  j 

"  Spout  J 


f n  unVortvn^c  Shifj,  hsf  pe^i^  j:**  hp  «withir£ .  t^p' 
Reach   «af   liis    prqcipiutcd :  J^cluge,    afas^^^    ^n^ 
Strci]gth  of  Timbir  qin.fuftain, .  no  Art  'oSi  ^ai/cy:^ 
^ao  iilude  the.  Blow*     All  h  ioft,  irrecove^pably  ic:^- 
The  Veffel  i&da{hed  into  ?hiver«,  or  fiidcs  like  ^.-jpaifci, 
in  the.  ,m\ghi^.  Wiiters.— So^j  onJy  ^wi  thquftwiq 
Times  deeper^  miuft  fifful  Man  haVjC  fii^^k ; ,  ^^^i^ 
linger  the  Wr^th  of  G  O  D  and^/ic  Curiae'  of  ^the 
Law,  bad'flot  cur  gcacious  REpt^flJVlSR  bore 
thcBurdeh.of  ,both,  in  his  own  JBodj^  On  the  T^ree, 

IJere,  I  fee  an  immepfeColkSiQn*^  Wkfiers,  iui.  " 
^&titQ.'c$  dei5p ]^cp9fe.  ^"Cgu)dl^x^tB&igfiy  Viewif?. 
fomc  rc^otct  Trails,  J  flipiild  behol^  cveiy  Thia^ ' 
fmqother.^nd  czlmer^Mll.    Jj,  (jre^iueAtly  hi^ens^ 
oti  thd  cjfteni  Ct>afts,,^  Africa^  tfcat  «\ot*^JRidge  •    * 
fwellt,  nor^'Furww'nnfcfi  rthe  ^urfac^<rf  thtO-'- 
cean.  •  *T»5  *H  ii^^  *  glaiJy  jjlain.    TKe  'W^ves!  are  ' 
aflef p*   Npt  a  Gilii  ftifs.  *.3f^vcn  the  ij^wny  Fcath^,  • 
huTigiqB'jtl^*Oordages^(s'Tiiotiohle{3»;  The" Sea  flag*-* 
i»tes.;ThVl4ariiief3s^ctf*V)^</^,  anrfbis  yeffel;*e|^,;  \. 
but  fcarfS^jfr  cVecp^.T^Wherea^,  ooul4  I  furVey^tJ^fl^ 
^^\X^kX MAgellan^<9t  th&Gut of  ^i^roZ/iz;:*,  I  fliooJi-  •  ' 
fii|j[|,a!very  ftrlk^ng  Difiirenc*,'  There, ;ri)^WaJ;crt: . 
pour  in  wjth  Vehenrcnce,  "and'  rufh;,  for  ward* -with 
lojpctuofity,.   All  js  th^re  in  •fl:rojfigA,gUatioii,  afnd   \  • 
rapid  frbgrefs..     TJrie  Ship  is  whirUik  through.fehe.  ;  , 
imrrow.  Pafligej    an?!  ,ridcs^  .as  i|:'w,e;re,    Qn-.i!t.p^    •. 
Wh^ejs   of  the!  Surge,  or  oi>  die  Wings  of  tfe^r. 

'-.;*  \'\  :  ;:;  *;  '  ;.  -  ;  :     Wind. 

*^SpbTit  fell*  which  wa?  fixty. Feet  Ot'^f,' -Was*' tore" u])'' 
**•  to  the  veryi  Rock,  wiich  was  mo  lefs  th^n?  fcjidBB  .'Feel} 
•'  deep ;  m^K  ^  deep  Gulph  made  for  abovp  h^Jf  .JV,l!^I|f,4 
*'  the  Earth  being  raifeJ  on  either  Sid-  in  wcat  Heansi/V  v. 
—-What  were  ihe  ftoutei^  Ship  beneath  jiu/n  U'XoafCbf 
fallirig  Waters  ?  Like  an %%%z%:\\  under  th«  %Ycight  of 
a  Pyramid.  •  *-r'.^     *.  ^  \-' 


*•  ^J|^na!^Thk,  my  dfearVVy^v'^s  a^rtife  Image  of 
'  .-  ^liatrhavebfe^,andofwhatIata;^Sbme']\^rtA^^ 
•'  '•'  ^^'^wWhJVas  infthfi^  of  GuiltrairmylEVay- 

•  of  Tl^r^itual  Lcthargy^VTfelttioHnmj  Heart 

^  ,'■*  t  utttftff  ^tith  tny  TcftYgue.;  Wfann^ahs  V/ere^^ita! 
^  ^  •*  «rl'eriiptv*Ceremohtr,  land  Confeffibns  froxe  on  Ajr 

^    ;  ^ilwkV^ed  *A«  ftom  ^  Dream,'  atid.  cbnvinced 
me\>f  iti-^.Sfnfulhefs^  I  c^n  no  longer- be  vfiitiifiM 
^  .'witK;*l«ff^ien<^hdy|vMlng*ia^V6^^ 

'-T^mptiti^i  ^ut\ftrdnV  Gties ^>^\rny  Mt)«thrMf 

•  ^ul'maunis  before  tha1>GKr>;*^m/I)(?rires'plea* 
•     with'th^  Bleffed  >G  OD  :;and  I  am-  rea^yfto  fay.'as*' 

tber  KtrW^c*  orddr^^^Vtannot^.Xttiu!!'  no^  'I 

-^^'^wiitnct  L^^'imgoy  tiftii^^^^  '';  '' 

'     -  iVee  nd'FicJtj^s.  of  SWp,  iJ^tH'fobei.Aifelu?^     , 
*^nibblWg*the*gi;^fty' Plains"..  '^BFo  Lstfnbs, -^th  ihlfiot. 
•*€enttjiiety,"and  in  little.P&rtitS  ©f  Plcafurc'j  ftiflt- 
■    ing  |Idi|H  the  funny  B^Hfi.'vffc*^  ar^  i^o  StaW<^ 
fortte  generous  Steetd,'»pcrr  F^uf«s  W  the ^Jufty^ 
•Hc^^rt  ':•Ne>^rth^le6s^^tfe^e/^yal:ery»'Reg^^      ^re' 
ftodteif'^i^*  ColohiQsyi'ptipermi  'pet!nlt(ir-lnM^' 
,  h^znts.     '.'        *  .."''.  v^  *  ^      , 

iHhmanis  A.lis  fuch>-Tfilng.f  offible  ?^Can*any 
0  C^-eatuie  iW^  in  tfiis  fuffocating'Eiement  ?  O^^i'  tbey  ". 
;nove  and  4^,  propag^t,  their  Sp?cieg,;ind  continue  T 
f^fti'Generation  ti^  Qfenei-ation  5  'wlfere.;^^^  ff  im-     • 

•  inerfe'd'but  a  few'MiVutes,  inevitabfy-'perifh  ?— » 
'Tis  wohtfj^ful  iM^^  l-'^Wh^t  We  Wuld.  not;l^,aY^ 
bdicv^d^;  hatf  *We-  i>ot*ieei*^  with  otii^  Eyc^,  or 
Icft^n  % '  fure  E)tp€'riepi:e.  The  Jlxfftence  aftd 
Hiftory  of  )fi'f}ies,'Vit^*)^^^  the;  C<5ix^m0fit  of  Ex-::"  ^ 

**"■•.         .  ''  periencci^: 

•  Gen.  "xxxii.  26*  *'       .  :-.    • 


pcricnce,  wbuld'liaicc  /eoncd'  a*  philofophicil  Roa 
'mance;  fonaething  to  Imagination  amTs}fing,'Vut  Hf  • 
HezTiiy  impoffible.— Yet,'  throvigh  tfc-Almigh>r  • 
Power  of  ourtj^D,  nOC'6nly  libtfig  Creatunti^ 
but  the  gteateftofllvingCr^itulPes,  'tfrf]]|%r»!^^^^/ar 
wuler  the  ff^aters^,  Jn  Ji^utnier  countkfs!;.  and:fti'. 
JSyit  m:itchlers.     Yea,.and'haye  their  B^ig,  Erfoi    •. 
in  J  Heflltb,  in.\yh2t  Wp  rcckoatte  Seat  of  SafBd-   ; 
cation  att4  Dea-tR.  •     .-.  "^        ."*"'.      v.'/'/* 
'  'The^  ai*e  all  cl(ithed;'apd  accoutre*,  in  cx:a<9:,    ^ 
Coriformity  to  the  Clinic;    fipt  m  f^Uirfg**Woo%  • 
of  BSoytent  Fea^h^r^s  yn<^t  in  -a  4owrn'g**Rpbfe,  •<»•  i;    . 
'f all-trimihejf  Sui^f  Ijut  wijh  ^as  fnuoh  Compa^ftTefi," 
'and  with. as  little  Sufer^uity,.  as.*]0^bTe4;  They    ' 
^r«<ckd;  bsf athcr  '^Jbea^d  \W^caUs.    WKich*  «dhere  ^ 
'  clefely  to  their  Bodies,  and  are, always  ^aid  in  ti 
I^ind  of;  Aatural  .Oil.     ThaJi  ivrhic*- Appafel 'jk)- - 
thphg  can  be  mord  U^l  ^  at  the  fame  Tiftje'ribthi/ig* 
mcxefolidf  and  fiqf!\^\ngio  fmooih.    Jt  hinders- the 
jiui[d^om^ene«;;ajtingjtheiAFle{h;  it'^yreVei^  the  • 

.    -':    •  /  . ':  ,!-.  //  •;'.      ;    :  ."'eoii , 

,**.  *  Job  xxyi.J. 5.    It  i«.VKid  iif  our  TranSation,  fiead  ' 
'    ^htJi^s  tire  formed fhm  ^lider  the  Waurs. , "  But,  I  think  it 
is  faidrery  ihiproperly;.   The  Word  is  0'HS*T-..  Which  * 


*  i^«»^  (it  Goliath  oi  Gaf by  exceeded  in  Stature.theiordi- 
I    jffafy-Son5';df  Mi^fl,  .     '      ^    <'  "''^  V* 

This ikims  to  be  the  Senfe'^of  th^  Paflage.    Ahd ith . 
aJSenfe  €xtretnely  propei* ;.  a^lt  e;cpr»fles  a  gijind.Recu^ 
iiarit^,  diiliti^uifhing  the..  a^uatic^Anijn^.    '^Pesullr 
**    arity,  on  wlt^ch  it  was  both  obvious  aYil-judJciOtts,  for 
tfcefacrcd  .Wriier  to  touch;  .arid  which,  1  b^ie*e,?'#ft 
'  ^   'fifUkos  \©^.  At^ntion,  whenever; »We  coi template  i)x^^ 
.      Natives  of  the  iJeep'.     There  is  that  L^'tathan^  of  moft 
ftu  pen  dons  Magnitude,  was ' the #irft.  great  Obfervabl€|n 
the^.falmlil's'Sur*«y.    "        -      -'^ 


thjeiii*t;o  ,makfi  th'eirWay  througJi JthA,Wai:ers  with, 
I     .        the  Vtmoft  F^ci^ity,'   If,  .m  their*' rap^d  .Progn^fs, 

*  fcalji'^oubkt  breaks  tbe  F6j(Ce  of  th^Blow  j,  and 
cffe^ually  Iccurcs  thosn*  from  Cafu4tie«f,  a(  Icaft 

*•  Tteir  5A^.is  flertder  an4  tapferfng^  fitted*- to- 

*  diVkle  theWateis,  itnd  to  trayerfej -with  the-l&ift. 

*  Obftru^iof,  a  y^sry Wifting  MaJiuih. — iTl^pirliif/^ 
is^extrem^yj^«ib]ei  kconiiftsoC  ^ 
a^d.a6b4^yith  CULCommpft  AjjiUty;.  ^  By  its'^akei^aatc .. 
iinptjiis?^itx!aufes  a  jrogr^v^  Mpjion  -j  fwid  by  rr-r* 

-  .peaicd  Strdkesfit  dajtJ^.tbe.whok  Body  to  an/pjiil  ' 
•■  "^^  tance. — ^i*hfy hays  eath'a  jcprio^s  Aj/(?rH»v«X -^^  Jhy^ 
jafticKthey  incwfe  oc  cjimi-nifli'thoii*  fp%clfic  Gra-- 
.  .  vity';  fink  like 'C^id,  or  ^6at  like  .a' Cork;  rife  W 
^      •    w|i.^vrtcight,.  oji  d^feead,  4>  what  Depth,   thty;  - 
*•  {4tjafe.-H^^hef^?5^r  Ltutpniiy  Vicwj'  I  terMeive' a '  * 
.'Wi0om^  .pelapetyaUy"  frilit^l'of  new.  t)fl<5glM»i  a 
*P^er;  conapIeteiy.eKfetutt/ig  Yrf\atever  is  projected  5 
^ ^z^Gofdnefr^  •ftjU,  ffill  ccniypifmcating  (^mfort  and    .. 
'  Happiilcft-^offimurufating  •them,  irvvarious^  yri»"   . 
fiiipe'^ed, .  in3awi"era]3J€;'V\r^y,a--r^*y>  c0IJlm^ni^^at-  ^ 
itfg  t^cno  j  both,  by  what 'is-  withheld,  -ankl-by  :^baXj;  - 
*  i^  'impoi^ted  I  ^s.  thefe  .CresTture?  'jTaveJ'"^probabiy> 

•  poC^'ccafion^fortXe  Senff'of  Hearing  \zrth^:\mT 
pr«ffioii»'of  Souad...  birvQ  very  \^t\f^y  if  anj^^.Xxift-  ^ 

;  ©ifc^^ih^aeirHiibitatSqii  f  -to'  haVe,  -giyeft,  tfefemihe 
.    '  ;ufiK«I' Pui-nkitTC  of  Ear57  A^otrld  have  beehin  Izi'^..' 
cun^branc©,  rithtrthaua,Beaehtr,         *  ,, 

'.>,This  \%  the  Abode  of  Levwihariy  h*geft  of  living- 
Creatui^ar  'Before '\Viioin -the- bfead*limbad  Jllc-    , 
"''    *     ;   "  ■  ••  '•';■  .pliant, 

'    '    ■'    *  Th4  Air  Bladder.    .  .        ' 


^phant,  afid  tjie  tall-necke^l  Caqiel,  ^tiiiereShrinHjs. 
A  ftretchcd-Aut  OPpomontory^  wlven  He  fl«^«p4H;.« 
n^pnng  I/land,  when  He  jwims  ^ .  ^'  lyai^qigaJjir  St^. 

He  talpc^  his  j)radigiou3  P^inKew-^^efe^  .the.|(pQ|r- 
ciaiia'£^7rii,  th^t  Ailafrin  pf  |l)e.f}9iqr  Na^^SMb- 
f o^q  and  fomnvirs  his  Ravages:  igibruct  |>^ \^«cc 
ridEvigs^  and*fn;irks  bis  rapid  J!ath>  with  Bl^oir— 
Here  dwelt  thlt  gr^aty  an  J  greatly  f«j-prifing.ifi(fe    ' 
jR'bofe  Fiercenefs  and  AvidUy 'the  Almighty  S  Or 
VE.RE1GN  employed  as'.his^Pnp(kivan^,  f^^r* 
reft  9  £4£itive  Prqphsyt.^    WJ^fe  taiplb*  J^ws^  w 
'    cspaciou&  ^qtrail^,  were  jlheD^agson  jlQ^coo^st;^ 
rebellious  Subje£t,  and  the  Cabin  tollpige  k4fe^  . 
tcDt  OfFen  J9r.  AVhofe  ^ul^'^d  .Sirtngtk  andSpteft 
:wQre a  kiftdof  M^^^^U  tr;infpc>rti^g,^Hi«  ConHfft  to  . 
fhBottomcftbe  Moumalns^  and  thenars  ofthe^ifir^K .  • 
Aft?P  the  Criminal  wt^r^ficicndy  chaftifcd|,^prf: 
properly  .humbled,,  they  "fcr^^ed  -i^'g^  G^Ufy/ 49^11%     - 
Oars,  to^convey  {-Iimfafe.toLa«4»  ,     .«...**<••> 

.  Ip  the  fame  Elem^pt  r*fid€%,  ^atjeaft  tajccs  up 
.Part  of  his  Refidence).  that  forAiidabie  Monfteh    * 
who#i9  made  without  tear,*ar\d  Aw  not  hii  Lilb^ppon' 
Earth.     He  ,cfl:e?m?tH  riie  ppiHt^d'lro^'  'as  ,Straw,  \ 
alid^  ponderous  Brafs  as^  rotf^n  Wood'.  ,  His  He^t'  * 
is  as   hard^*as   a  Piece,  of  nether -Mill ft6n5t?*affc4' 
bi»   Sfijdes   artf   a,Goat;'af   impenetr^bld  •Matl.V 
Stirng^  tiot  to  b'e  rcTifteJ^  rtiirch  W^/4be  fub^Aued) 
licsJntrencHcd  jn.his  rinewy^.^eck.     His  fejtf^s'^re*' 
ii4v.6  the  Eyelidi  of  His  (ip^ningil>ayf*a{)d<<(¥^m': 
He  roll*  thofe  glaring  Orbs^.  phers  fcents  to  teano- 
tfftr  Mofn  rlfen  on  Mid-ndon,    His  Teeth  ari  td;* 
rible,.  jagged  f9r  .Rapin|>^  aa4'  edged  wUb  Deaths? 

•         .  '     '  .  ,r>j.  '  *^  Hil 

•  Jonah  ii.  S,  ' 


■     Ww  n^mnat  U'  It  %  i)iinimg  Furnace  5  Clbi^ds  dF 

*S«!ok*  ^are  poured  ftom  his  NToftrib/and  Flakes*. 
:    ^  Fft^  iJRife  from  Ais  Mouth.    Npnlf,  no  not  die 

^»^  rtrfoiujfeei  <lajfe*'t)fDVokc  IJim  t6  the  Combati^ 
*^     6st  €v€n  ftif  hinS  tfp'  fr6m"  his  Slunafeers,    fte  laugi- 

ittf  att  the  fllaking^f  the,  Spear,  znii  Sorrow  march* 
"   nb  U^rfUmffb  ifrffire  Mm  ♦.    Whcneyet  He  raifetll 

Bimfe^f,  the  MJ^Kty  areafyaid;  wH^re-^ever  He  aJ^ 

•  .yincdlh,  Ruin'  is  thc#6.— If  a  mere  Creature  is  ca- 
*  paW^  of  fpreaiing  fueh  Alarm*  and*  pitzA ;   hdt^ 

grtatlfvs  tho0«EATORftxin«Sf  "to  be  feared  f 
Wkp  ea^  ttthtlhc  moft  harmlefi  Inhabitant  oT  the* 
Ocean,  into  a  ravenous  Alligator^  or  a  horrid  Cro- 
\  ti^yy^A  Whocanarip  every  Reptile  of  the  Ground, 
♦rJA  all  riifcForce'and'Rs^of^a  Lion!  -* 

.  *Tis  impoffible  tqf  entpr  6n  theMuftcr-rbH,  thofe* 

*  icaty  Herds,  and  that  minuter  f'ly,  which  graze  thd 
Sea-vreed,  'or  ftray  through  the  ooi^l  6roves.  They 
ftre  tnnumerabte,  a^  the  Sinds  which  lie  und«r  thorn  j 

'.   ^oumlefs,  a*  the  Waves  which  cover .theni,-*-Hcjbfer 
:  Voi.m.       *      .  *•      L      \        —     aco 

fr^cedlk  t^Mftiom  hUtMr  ^  C^mu  tmmaique  dntUMbtth 

.  kegis.  Terror  and  AnjguiDi  are  a  )Litid^  oi  ad<uancti  Gmmri 

.  to  this  Monarch  amqtig  tiie  Reptiles.  Or  they  go  befoi^ 

.,     iIa  M9iifter>  as  tiieMah  bearings  Shiel<lw«nt  before  tlU^ 

fi^j^nt  (riant.'— The  orrgini^  W«rd ooenrs  kij|^  other  . 

Part  of  the  divine,  Book.    ,1  clii^ot  recoiled  ab^y  E«c«> 

preffion,  wkich  fo  fully  reprefe&ts  its  Meaniftj,  as  fl«WrV 

t»h^tt  or  ^XenopMi  y^v^wAm ;  both  whWh  are  intetided 

.10  de^ibe  the  Ar<|f»lr'an4  PiMdM  of^a  high-tnettled 

pcaasiag  S«i^«--«TW  wbok,  Pa^grapk  ie  ar  Sketch  of 

the.CiriM^&ie's  Ft^o^.    It  e^ibits  a  jKW  CiiKUimftaiicely 

culled  from  that  inimitabie  Deicrip4aoi^  extant  in  thli 

Book  of  J«^.    Which  are  ^vea*  ekher  in  the  fkcred 

'^9iidm(%  vmt  Wordi,  or  elft  in  a  ftetfkn^  Eaqplan«* 


called  the  f 
c&eeftclialg, 

Weapon  idboncQ  fotrdftyiaild  f<fSeittirnd9l^*fo»4>lldfi^rf 
to  g^vij  RAVle  iCYCft  W  th^  .Wftalr  Hftw^blf^-yTie  ^H9^^ 
has  no  TaiV;  ftcxas,  t^  J>it'^  %^j  "^9-  ^»,^  8Wjfe 
riv'6  Pii}s,\vKich  ia  th^*  tait  of  Darsi  would  be  ope  ipajn^ 
ro&nd  M^afs  of  Flefh.—The  PdJ/i^j.^Vfcnrtifkablir  ftJw 
QNKVttl'oiK'  RAt,/ tnd  atf  kium>tCkwrf  iby^wHidi  |t  iixi  tMt 
Appearance  Qf .  a.  mittc  l*feft»  w^rfc^s^tijf^/^o^jjg^ 
c)-a>vl.  At  ^he  (^m^  Tnnc^  aa.  Excrefc?»<;c  W/lgggJ.. 
th^  "Brrck^  enS!bIes1t  "to  ftecr  andip'iirfuc  a  Itcauy  Courfc  la 
tR*  Warves.  So  that  it  m^  pifs  under  the  two-fold  Cha- 
raf^er  of  a  bailor  and  a  R$ptiie, 

cho^lv^e^^^^liidi 'beiladibion  df^ddeii^  andttn^^^ 
iapodait,  wiatcve? iKfli  k  Affaults*  *  A64»  ^IfitAis-^et^ 
iR^cbcttraordiaaTy,  *({i*e*cvWi  tM6'Fi(lwfnt^'^Artalii 
^bda  HetsiffiBFy  toliQplioMon it,  ivil*r a'fcn^pdrahf1E>fcadi\ 
it€i«*v>^7tlii54nfl«i^»4rp(^ertr^  th#d<>ulfe:jAav«ft»;ci:' 
o£^H«ftiognt9  P»6y,  ^(lf€€?ttritt^  kl^f.^The  cWiii*^ 

w^i  ^e<}«atqpe*iftit«^  arid  bliacfc^hs  the  Wj^P  *  B5P 
HusArtiic^r'tbtrFotfisi  be^iiacred*tn'tlM?'  Gh1k:@^  ^A^ 
HfkiieitHc  <5nr *4iiilj?  gtc^i  i»  tfea  ©ft^fc^  ^<l«P;^OfficK 
feiws'thtf  Oppm'turiky;  -i«d  :^tefe  *'^hii  Eftapel^iiiThi? 
ISf^/tev' ^who(tt.Shctf  fo«N»ittatift-^'*oati 'Ttertleji^u^ 
iBhafaitaDtr  unfija-U  a  Mfeirf&fiatie -J^^^A*:  iWAs^d,  VsAlefr^ 
fervcsiun^  infiaad  «<r;^^ailP  ^lit  ^WW^^  alfo^W'Ceiip^ 
of:  Arms7  wiA-  Mkb^  4s^*i?;ihhKlW«^-fl^»flri  Oilift,  l*» 
«»w  HiiiUcifta{i»g;  WJttrfiW^s  dfl^lSi  ^i«tlf^*iB 
tVb^a  tfaccRefflift^  lie  arikel^  SAUV^Il4y  #tl^i¥  4^  )\^ 

tiuuHeathrr  is  calm,;a44 1&  lULaf^o  fiiditttti^^^:^^ 

thfi 


Let/ 9^      TiiiitoM  /^'AspAsior  i*^ 

cbviftre^  by 'the.  inquifitiVe;^ye  6f  Man;,  an* 
WnV ^' liibi^, '  tKAt  remain  amo%  the  ^crbtrof 
tii^*  ftoary  Deep.-^Here  are  Sholes  and  Sholes,  of 
various  Charaftcrs,  and  of  the  moft  diyerfified  $iz^ ; 

ifb^^fr-  SUbftit»e«^  di^&lvee^  in  tBe  fiUdM^  F^t^^ 
{^g.^-^nie^  lo^g^nn'th^^^ 
tcnvng,.  fin/^f^ir.  jxjcky.  JSeds,  fe^m  aiptentiye  fo  «<► 
higM)'£n^pl^^^l^^^i^^^  of ;  imbibrng^moHi  Nutri^ 
mctitv  ThefcJ  b«rt-a'  fcftitl  Rfemove  ff^  ve- 
gj^tte  ttf^'^  ir6  klinoft^  T00te5Vw^tbe,l^,pck§,'|^a: 
Wl^icli^  iiTex^^^i^^^  rcpoftd^. '  While^  aAiv5e^.as. 

the  witigedCfe^ciony  «nd  iwiiftrasr.an  Arro\)gr  from 
thfe  ferf/>^'fiow,  <hoM  alottg^th^jj^eiiding  Flodd^ 
a'nd'rani^e  |t  large  thefpacidiis.^^^  D^?> 

'  "'  -j  --  ;*-o'M   ;.^.  ^y  [■    yt^,  ^  . '-,  ..r  .  'V    J^  -  Here- 

fft(^2-iMa4«iie|^ftff1^^  ^^  thef  it^  of  Sh£a^9i!io&y  per- 
f<prRi|^\fc^j|f«frmthoati«tthtEtr.<iai5wt'Of  eompafi:.;» 
Hiiiiftfelf  ihd  ^fs^  the  ^f;g$ff Mbr4Hidith«^ Afa6*^llie  />^- 
/tf<^  j|](fr^tiQ9j^4  ior  the  pre^^emig  N.oCe,  wbdie  Method 
of  prodiicing  its  Yowsf  t  i$  very^fiogolar,  and  vety  woi^^ 
d^ful.    The  y^ttftg  On^  iff^iei  bott^^t  Side  of  ks  P^> 

'  2iPk(,  i»  the  fozi9  qf  4  fm»l}^  Pimpfe*,  .Which>  Iciigtheit-^ 
ing  and^  e^Ul'gi^g  jCootij)(v4iy!*.'becQiBM9»  in  the  Space 
oitwQ  Pay*,  9  perfect  AniiH^ ;. « and  drops  from  its  f^.^ 
ttvx»  tQ  flflft  for  itself*  K  thia  be  woitderftd,  tfePow-^ 
er^of  ;e|M^9<ie^<a^>i^ltiplyiiig'  ii&tf^/by  that:tre»y» 
Qreiimftift©?  ?w5>flh4eilr0yi^  iaiinoDm-i 

.pji^*blyjBiQr<l  ftu.  V%^  aro.i^ttbedr-feom^tt«a««btcd  AoA 
thpr^,  tb^«^jhiis.Ipf(^l^9  «!h^«<:Dtt  iiiCoaNudiberof  ie^ 
MtftJe  Jk«W*:  b^(WB«?  f^*  maiiy  -diiftia  ami  fegirate  In^ 
iSsa^..  S8€)^  ?iMbfrflP9i|xg  itftlf  in!»»  aiiead^^  Tazi»  and 
idi^9tk^  Qsig^  c^ki^btftreneceftryrfcrthe  Exiil<^ 
eufi^  %4Pf<5ftf^^ti^ftP^;imii9irt  J^^  A  2xoffatf  this, 
aM*^liite]|rv»ft8ifqfiiin$»ble  I  A  Procefs  of.  Operatiofi,  tho* 
in  RtaliiQf  oafi^i  y^tOi^m^  Af^:i)xklmA^imfmaJ9»*f 
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164.  Theron  to  AsPASio.       Let.  o. 

H«e  i»  the  Tortoife^  M*a  never  xnovei  \m  vinler 
her  own  portable  Pent-hpufc,  .The  Lohfi^  whfch, 
whether  She  fleeps  or  wak;e3,  i#  ftiU  ip  ^Scat^cif 
Defence,  and  dad  in  jointed  Aro>our.  ^  X*e  00^9 
a  fort  of  living  Jelly,  ingarrifpA^d  in.^SuJiwail:.^ 
native  Stone.  With  ms^ny  p<heif  Kinds.of  %^  R«p.- 
tiles,  or  as  the  Pfs^knift  fpeaks^  Thififscffepiitg  inmfir 
'  meraiU*"^l  sask  furprifed  at  the  Variety  of  their.  Fi- 
gure, and  charmed  with  the  Splendor  of  their  Go- 
lours*    Unfearchable  is  the  Wifdooij,  and  en^dle(s 
the  Coatrivancc,  of  the  AUrcr^iflg  ,QODJ.-<p- 
Some  are  rugged  in  their  Fprm  j,  ^clfi^nfy,  ^if.  tl^eir 
Gait ;  and  little  better  than  hideous  in  their.  Afpeil. 
'Their  Shells  feem  to  be  the  Produ^aicin:  ^f  a  cUfor- 
derly  Jumble,  rather  than  thc£iFc£ts  9f  Skill, ai^d 
Defign.     Yet  We  (hall  find,  evcnintk^G^/ien^'^ 
Irregularities,  the  nice/f  DifppfitionSf  Thefe^bod^ 
^uncoHtb,.  as  they  jpay.  appes^,  ;ire-  ^^p^d^tpt.  t|^ 
.Genius  of  tb?ir  re/pediye,  Tenant^;, s^e.e^?<^Ijr 
.  fuited  to  their  particular  £xigenpif9./   Nei^ljij^'^^e 
Ionic .  Pelkacj^  nor  the  Cmnthi^  JLichi\g(s,:  nor 
.any  other  Order  of  Architediii;^  would  havf^/q|v(|«l 
their  Purpofes  half  &y  weUj  ^s  fhi^/pp?r^  |^ 
homely  Fabric*  ;     ^  ;  . .  -^'^ 

•      Some  on  the  othar  Hand, , .arc. cxtrqmrfy  g^. 
T,heirS;truiaw:^;t5  all  Syn^petry.  apA^^wise^i^l^o 
'  Enamel  in  the  World  is  comparable  to  Aeir  Poh'fli. 
'  There  is  not  a  Rotm  of  States  in  all  the  Palaces  of 
'  Etcrsfey  fii  bfiBahtly '  adconed^  -asf-  tb^  >  Dining ft)om 
:  and  the  Bed-chamber  of  the  Ktae  pfh,*  tfia|^ti^ls 
in  A0herofpiarl.  Such^'JiQ^ly  l^i^^xutt^^A^ 
-ai^A  Blue,  and  Oj^§cR>  fe  :d^gbtfelly  fl»ini»g.1ihe 
-. inoft  dear andiglffteriiig. Gtitt^V '^^  ncrMrefi^re 


Let.  o^      Thirok  /9  Aspasio.  v$c 

.    -.^         or'-'      *  " '  ' " 

'man  Art  may  mimic  it ;  but  neither  the  one,  «or  the 

i^ei",  j4«l-bb(<b%mte'dv  #fl^eVc^bfrdbre  Vo  e^il  it. 

.  -i^kv  Wh^t  li  adiikire  Itiom^  than  all  their  Str^ks^ 

'ted^lft^it*  S^d^i  iHorrtiiaii  all  their  re^Ia^  or  ro- 

€»S4yt-d5ape^^    w,  Tft\^  >xtriordinaty  <Px*ovifion 

iftafeffiir  flteii'^i^^^  is  .more  rdiffiin^, 

•^ncP  palatibl^  ^thfari  Iheir  Pteft.     N<)thlng^  morb 

bfittVy^Crt^ihigglih  than  theirMotiorts.  As  they  havfe 

Tbo  Speed  t^  efiriapc,  neither  have  thcjrany  DexteHty 

ird^^rude\h6'Pbei'    Wei'ethey  naked  or  unguarded, 

^'thcfyktt&  be^  eafy  Prejr  to  every  Frec-booto, 

-thatVekhis  SSt  Ocean,— To  prevent  this^  fetal  Con- 

'(e<juefifc^-  Wlrtt  is  tmly  QotHing  to  «her  Animals, . 

•l>  W'AAri^  'GMMiig-  a  'i?fett^,  and -a^ Gt/WI?.     Thejf 

-fia\/^^F\arflfldaiSoh,  that  gfow^  wi'tiH'  dietf  Growth, 

^^td'i^^i^ I*ftr§-df  iHetrifelVei;  ; By ' this  meatts,  they 

^jiv%  ftuitir^  aiiiiaftTlIinibhs  ahd^  MilKons  of  ratve- 

<i«Hi»-'JaiM^i^'^'Bj*Taii^«iiaH^  i/tstfitt  tfHptirkiS^  as 

lYw^ei  %^thei7^fewri  ^SSfeir^  ahij^-fcrtjenea -frdn^ 

i^very  other  -Afiktflt,  ate'irefeWed  for  the  Ufe  and 

PlealM^  1^  Mai*lha.  ^      ■        •      '      ' 

'  -'TSfe-ls-tht  iRrih-placeof  G^ili  the  ftanAngRe- 

^JlfrbFtfeflb  •  Thjt^Mthe^^iirter^  6f'tM\rt,  fbr 

*ar  (^a?fite  ke!i(h  juftlyilyled;  Hie  PheafSnt  of 

the  Waters.     Hence  comes  the  Sturg£on;  deGcious 

iefftn  3n  •  PlHSIe,  and  a^teprle' for  royat  Lti^iiry: 

jfienieite  Plotendefi  dappled  With  reddifll^^Spots^, 

w^fi^anci  i&the^Appeanuice  of-  %  kCfiaks:  Not.-^ 
^FJoondevr  I  qp[pjre|jQnd*  but^^  PUdctyy  dappled^ lYuh 
'  i-edoiih  Spots:,  Xet  fo  very,  trivial  is  the  MillaKe^  that  to 
Vtfiftarfe  it  nfight  tie:deAxied  ^  Piccji  of  reined  Imjperfi- 
"^'-^AtWdii^lSi  tttdi:?i^k^To^  cAlaefi^s  by  the  ftUcHving 
-.OfaftrfiaiaQm  . W^tknitUdy . I  dm'^rmifGm}dHif^\l^ 

^  L  3  avcijr 


i€6  Ttef it6ti  ti  Ki%fAi\6.       Let?/ grt 

liidt'Siippljr  for  vulgar  Wteri.-^Hyite'dWcfn^^e 
JtiackareU  decke*,  '^bcti  ''hrfcd^fraifl'*4hciV^  h'itS^c 
El^fticht,  f  ichljr  decked  With  the  liibft  ^dtiyUP^^': 
iftie  Hftrirtgy  Whblfe  Back  it  motlcd^th  AzureMfcJd 
fcis  Belly  fteck  With  Silver:  tht  SJi^ohy  \ri  plittiet 
Hibit,  butof  larger fiublhnee,  andhfthWfif^eem', 
than  cither  or  both  the  preceding.'-*Thefe;- When 
ihotten  and  lean,  wander  wildly  up  anS  down  the 
vaft  Abyfs.  When  plump  and  deltcatt^'  they  ihronj^ 
our  Creeks,  and  fvvarm  in  our  Bays !  they  repair 
to  the  Shallows,  or  haunt  the  running  Streams.— 
..,_'-  •      Who 

#  very  fignal  Inftance  of  6  OD  Alihight^V  iMft%eht 
Ooodne6  even  t^  the  neaineft  of  \\%  Creatton,  and  ai* 

ters  the  gextfral  Method  of  his  Proceeding  w^MW^vprit 
is  recjuilite,  for  the  Benefit  or  the  Conwbrt  of  any  ^^^i" 

i    The  Flounder,  the  Plaice,^  thi&  Sdk,  arid  alinbft  aS^the 
Jtat  Fiffay  are  white  on  theqo4er  Sidie«  whHo  their  u^r 
Side  n  ttndtured  with  darkiih, Brown,  Py^his  Yafi^^^jpn, 
they  are  not  only  rendered  curioas  and  bjcautifuly  hut  on 
that  Part  which  prefents  itfelf  to  the  Speftator,  thfcy  rc- 
femble  the  Colour  of  Mad.  If  You  «(k  what  is  the  Isn. 
.]V>ruu^e«  wh^t  the  Advant^e,  of  fotth  a.Ilef9mbl|u»pe? 
.Great.    For,  as  the  Creatures  generally  , hover  or  float 
about  the  Mud,  they  are,  by  this  Means,  niore  eanly 
concealed,  and  more  frequently  cfcape  their  Enemies, 
•  What  is  .Ml  more  remarkable  f  ^roviden^e,  whkh 
has.  »ii:en  to  Qth^r.  Fifhes  an  ]^ye  on  each  ^ii^\  ef  the 
Head,,  has,  in  this  Species,  placed  hotk  the  Eyes  on  tjie 
^JtiTTie  S^ide.    Mofl  nicely  is  this  peculiar  Regulation  fuited 
to' the  Peculiarity  of  their  Condition,  Thpy  fwim  hjit  lit- 
tle, and  always  with  their  white  Side dewnwards.     Hcie 
-therefore  th€  Powiefor Seeing  WmiW  fcarcefy  be  bf  any 
Service.     Whereas,  on  the  oppofiVe  I'at-t  tif  thei>  "Body, 
they  have  need  of  theq«iekdl  Sighi,  ftr  their  tohdnual 
Prefervitti<>n.— Admif«bleI)fif|)|cyfitio^  !  WhcTc.fipdii^Hs 
to  be  feared,  the-  ufosd  <jfua*^is  withdrawfe*    'Wh^re 
•Danger threatens,  there  fhfe*Gttatd-is'rtot;<!?iiiy  jfticpii^ 
but  doubled  I  :  '-- 


\)^^l^t^!oi  the^c  RsA^^vQws  J  Sp  tiftt,  tb^7  come 

,.if  .Cg^e4j^  the  ^u?^       ilTu^,  ^d  dK  Point  of  Ref 

'^M?iQA-fe^flQ4j-J^  Arrpyiieirc^  ^^f  indulgfnt  to 

Manlcm^  ^em^ftuidlip^i^^^.^eaj  V^  jyith  J^WJijes, 

^'^  We  have  wondered  at  f  <5ur  SAVIO  UKs  Pene- 

-iha  Seajwaa  at  a/Diftancse^  and  W^^lte  imerren^j 
^der^ted  tfc&iFHh,  tl^ath^^juft  (Walloped*  Pic^^^^ 
'  Alonpey— his  Jpdiver^  which,  withput  iuly  0eUy4, 
->(|vp5*gbyt ri^cbl^w^feiUn^^^^       char^  Wifllb^  fil- 
i<ir|sr  S[pdiy  io  jP^^  9u^  ia^  it  apC  6<fud|iy 

woiijd(^r^uJj;^to  pb  fcfve  fuch;  iimv  txiexitble  Multitudes 

^gn^iiugtudicQgjappnPiar  SlMm%^>  j^bkiagntbistvp^- 

to  *^ftqtSf ^f^  ; All  !i?di^ich,  |^H|ii;9ur  Xabl|i^?vith;  a 
^:^hi>lVfe«l|ef  Iiii4  4eIi<:atM5^«l/i!  J  atltlie  famBi'Time, 
•  *hit  they  jfjteld  tP  Pur  Ni^tioii  a  ii/Wi^^||  j  ntare*^^- 

taih,^d|ib  leisConfiderabl^)  thantla(e|i|(Uhesp/P!<f#ri». 

•::.  Ai^  .-■:.>.!  •  ,'fl.;,  .1-.  .»:i:  ,'<^o4-  -li    :-•    -.■!  •  -:•   ni-jy^oaxc 

/.r  i  /5^i^W  ^^  ;©«%*— For- ;thc  Diwftion*  toJV/^  jtre, 

.  bj^4n  tprt^e  P|;o|>ri^^  pjT  |hat,Filbeiy^.«  {t^Vf^M^f 
J^y^l  ^(|iJUipas.,eyery fy<ejH',--K^     di^  wilUr  ir,4l  BiP- 
L^ai^ity,  be;  an.unj^iipakcd^fiCaui-cep(,,X*«|^ 
the  richcil  Mines  now  worked  in  the  iV'orld^mw  chofed 
vporexhaiifted. 


1^  T«(i^o)i<ito^AtMi«t«:i     liMf.^^ 

la^iM-rflHghtrhidftftgsrtheFifl^thtaff^  ^ 

cvfoi^U  (Mtidnly  &am  awaijr  tlie^>ttabMbltcrifb4l«em - 

viadftHBod,  and  aWbdnd  iii  ^Mf  A«^es^  df^^  ' 
Qmin.  ^  Juft  a«  the  wild  Bea^ft^^  irh^'E^^fH^  Mt^' 

ielvefrintbeRcceflesof  tbe#oi>6A.-^A  6ht^,  in- 
ftdtdwith  s  pMBl^ntial  Difteftiper,  m  ^]^g)idf^ 
Im^c^ffat  S^  I  «iui  not  perotktadto  <snti»r  ^^P(it«j 
till ih«  hat iierfoantdber* ^uatimnfU, ' Ih lik« ^naii^ 

mfa  i»^P<^i?iiAi)eA,  ai!e  laid  iind^iafOfiTVMiMtiili  \i^ 
^£&tf  Only  wiidbi^is  dafirableE>fffeFeace^-t:IWt)  W 
AairPrdenjCciwauld'^lwayJs  biJ  p^smkbiwi  tfetiylfk 

mpkrfetutd.  -    i'  ".■  .-   -    /-•       '•'-'■-   ^'i-'"'  ''-''^^ 

•^JRnohfif^Jiri  ottd^thgjJbaH  tell  ?*«  :(A^^}^ 
Mth^Em^i  igmdh^^fl^  titach  Thee ♦V  ahi\he  ^RjBii 

v^racicmr^TiMA'hiM  f»t«ter  Mefcias^^Hrbvel^^bi^ 
^<ijQks-»-Tbat  to  Vs  He  is  Aiperabundantly  and 
profufcly'good.  Haying  ordered  all  Things  i^n  the 
,iJ^rg^^^€  ^He  0^n,^w  well  as  on  t%.Sujcfacf  <rf 
ii^:€i^oui^cl3  fprour  Jri^  Aeeoaunoi^iQnv^^d  {br 
igttfclglpAtiaftVAdvaiii^.     •- v^.i  ...r'  ii>   ,::mi;.-Om^ 

"  *  One^ tCfrciimftahipCji  reJatTagto  ,tk^  jifajtw^j >|* 
the  P^)  i$  very  pecullgr^  imd  i^o  le6  aih^iliisil;; 

.-  '■  •    ••  ^^..:.-    ;   -^  \;^'J:f^ 

. ''  *^4  xiiv  Vt  8.  T^e  jE«r/A  isrepj^fcpMied,  a?^  I^ciijqg 
"i^rjfnefi  to  ^eimiii^fe  Bcnigiuty  of  the  ()le^^ii  ppS* 
t^wne  A&W«*  or  a  iHott  Jifiraa^  of  her  TciMmpil){^i<p 
» ;^5  pccafibn^  may  be  fcen  in  tmer  VI, 


prff^gious  2 Dftvftlfttw»Mir  -enftie  j  -and,  without  pro*'' 

Race  q»*fft  AOflitiiMftJly  dwiirile^  -mdiat  bengA  be 
t^taUy  c3fi|inja.-7rWf ^  fifey^t«r*«nf  jfortH,  itte&e' 

kfiiiHtfl^katty :  tOjCr  fii^ll »  for  tte'  Codftim^^ticmf 
Th#  «^f»te^' Specier  wottld  be  deftroyfii'by  the 
ftopn^ 5 .m^  IhT^hiei  tbc fbroafiger^oa  peri&; 
eif<ii,)bf«  tli^  fttcoefefi^  JSnddeii^oiirs'^  ih:iam^ 
tbmn£eIv^a.-»^l^er'efore,^lo  fitppiy  MUfion&)bf  ^f^* 
feflins  with  their  Prey,  and  Mrllions  of:  Tafcjeir 
^ifh  ths?^.  ^ojpdv  y©t  n^  i<>-dcj!opttlatei  tho^  watery 
Rqiifn^;  ilS^- Iffue  pTQiuc^  -by  hvt^ \Bieedfer  li 
alflf»?ift^i^i5^ihle»  ^^  They  fpawn^  iK)t  by  Scbrej 
iwr  HTOdredsj-burby  J^touiands^nll^MiHicmd  +<. 
'A:jfif$gl* '  M^her  is  •  ^fegiiant  iwitfc  a'  'J^tfriW.v  r]^ 

"  '"^  To  this,  I  bctieve,  the  Prophet  ^l^des*  ii;^  t\^t  r^ 

M.  ^'^hoirflrffewft  *ieti  ipf;<504iiiiati^>iSth&*lt  fCi^iint 
w  Controul,  ail  Manner  of  OujEriig^v  What  &oiild>  be 
a  civil  Community,  \%  a  Scene  of  Op^treifipn. ,  -The 
^eakfeftatc  a'ftry  to^e  Strbnge^^/lmd  evfery  Orie  fecks 
4^tl)eAni)ftiebo#4ijl1^eigfik>l2r;  'J95fM.  ii  t^V  - 
;,  ,x  +  Mr.  Petit  found  342,1-44  Eggs  in  the  hayd  Roe  of  a 
.  Carp,  ^  ibcteen  Inches  long,-    Mr.  Leavephoeck .  counted,  in 

,*ly%ei#^^^g^rig!*B«t 'adnui^^^^    ada|ji^d  to  the 
I  .pmH'  Bx^eii^^  of  thb-  %a(erjr  '^orld^j  admirably 

^  contrived 


I 


'vrtiidi  iinaethgy  but;  moft!  settfu)<^&pddi0Be)si& 
lieriodicil  Rej^aatitm  ist'aksidcv  fccffG^aioiiiblBnto 
theitlmnenfe  Hainlck...   «   —  -i^vi.H  an:  io  35v£s.-f3 
.   How  welconke  ;thttibQpai»ti<^JVM^)nDV:ji9e^ 
fani^ioraUe,  :let  llio&'forkntiRQQf^^ 
who  tlwell  under  the  n^riiirn  P$ki  .oTtehr-^ants 
are  few^  aad  their  D^ms  iAodelttfii  r  ^ef&  ns^ 
derate  as  their  Deilres  are,   they  receive  no  Supply 
Jxom  thc;  Ordwd  ox  the.  Fiirrpwir    InftM  (rf"  ^res 
iwaviftg  with  y^jUow  GreuAt  or  Tn»H:bei>A^g:>^itfi 
fttddy  ¥.mti  their  .FWd$  *re  fisos^on  |o.Ifp<;b-r^ 
J^uriod  nvdtf  Meuntwyscff  Sn^w^-^r^i^^li^  E^di 
^^njfs  them  h^r  ufual  Succourr^  ^he  ^^leg^ trices 
them  ni^r  h«r:B5«^nt^  Cwre..  .:.£ye|it-tlh&  9eikl 
t?rnpeft?w>u5  Ocef^r>  fe^rns  to  jrity  ihf^  p^f^ci^ijV 
i:aftft;  andcpwi^tg^^h^a^  hw*  .Hfiftd,„or>(if,.yj9« 
pleafe)  adminiiters  to.  them  ber-TeatSr  V^k|  i£»ul 
p£  thiBF9un4ei!9fil(?iw.*»^bat,.  vt^  ar^fjplefs 
and  .exppfed  Infant,   He.iyas  JuckM'^by -^.fj^vffn9us 
,Woif*    'Tis  certain^  -  that  the  N^tjyenvof  Gremlinui 
^nd  Z^mblny  being. abandoned  by  their . cojcopipp 
Motberji  ,arc  cnojjrif^cd  by/the  ^Tf^lii>g,Bil]p-i«^?.?r 
,Thc(e  f/iTfiifb  thcjri -with.  Plenty  Qf  Fifh:  w,^o(e 
Bones  yield. Timber; for  their  Hu^s,  ajrj^dUtcnfUs 
for  their  I^amilies  \  while  ^he  Oil. and  the  jFI^flb, 
afford  a  warming  Liquor,   and  a  fattening  Food^ 
for  their  Meals.     Which  are  to  them,  a  much  bet^ 

.-;.•■.  ;.■  ;   ■  .':;.  ;v.. :,','. ;^f 

tdxitHrcd  fof'the  Beft^fit  -ana  l>eH§ht^  M^iMhrf^t^ 
Ifweitdvert  W  this  Peculiarity,  it  wiH'gi^frff^  11  titfdft 

'E«jf>hafis  10  the  ^m9x<^'^fitetaphoncol'BM>^^Si6Yi\  htA 
an-  irtimitable  Bdaoty  f^  yfe  prephetk  *Wifh,  ^3nV' W  2^^ 

*if^i/&  iiy  Crandfons  -  ^1^  into  a  'Multiii^e  i  or,  whid*^ 
more  exa6Uy  a>iP^(irable  to  tJie^Oi»lgtiial,-  knkfikmt^h^y 
^undandji  even  lihtlibe.¥ifii€itfibtOaany  Gen.  xlyiii.  16, 
•  RomjJuu 


HeriSn&6t0telu)Mm  ftitable(t6  itenr<2orAimticwry 
^aj^<SlMii2sp<|bM|  ^eStillads  oftke:6ardeny:or  the 
Sheaves  of  the  Harveft. — ^Thua  does^a  gracious  Pil>. 
'widenxDr^w  t^eeHf  crrer^;ttie  moft  ckfti^ute  of  Men, 
^9VP^o6nIy  lb6ir>d?t>Iy'Breailv 'b^^  Bread  which  h 
*3noff^rqM'Tor  AeBr  Statfc^  is beftacbptedtopre- 
-fervetthbm  ia^H«&hii,  w  Vigour jancfcehearfulnefc. 

'  '  !ft;8>%^^€ft  K5  pe6]^  ^ith^ani^nartd  Iiihabitants» 
it  1s^fi*fo^^Hfiariegated  mth  vegeukk  ProduAioni. 
^roei'AJtftctts  W<Jol  J  others,  harf*4sS«ofl^  S<)«nfe 
^Jfe?  litttf^^-feaflcfs' Shrub ;  feme  are  expahded,  in 
ItJie'F^tt  af  k  NW;  fotne-gr6w  with  thleir^ Heads 
•J<3Wri^ard;'  aAd  fcem  to  be  hangiiigbn^  rathe*  than 
-fjjjringing  from,  the  JXitttttgi  of  the  1^ock&.  Thefe 
sihftyi  With-ttttch  greater  Pro^rietJ'j"  thato  the  ^ 
Citt^us  i^lantAtiohs  6f  StMrl^riy  be  calfed  /wj/J// 
'©ardenj.  Thefe-^&ut,  methink^j  I  hear  the  Chedc 
bf  infpired'Wjfildm;  Hq/i  Thou  tnUrid/int^  the 
Springs  of  the  Sea  t  Or  haflTkou  walked  )n  the  Search 
if  fht'Defth  f  ?  '  A  juft  Repro6f  1  As  Ay  Walk 
reached  no  farther  than  barely  the  Purlieus  of  the 
'Ocean;  as  neither  You  nor  I  hkye  ever  taken  a 
ijngle  Turn  among  thofe  fubmarine  Gfoves ;  as 
fijofssj  jojhua^  and  "Jonab^  the  only  Writers  that 
'  '  :  ever 

. .  •  This  feeins  to  be  the  Import  of  mmam,  in  the  fourth 
Petition  pf  the  L  O  R  W%  Prayer.  Daily  Bread,  in  Con- 
jitt&ia»w«b  ^  p«5pf»Ung.  Clai^fc,  (/to  iV>)  reads  ik^ 
.9M>id  a|>pearfi  nj^j^u^as, .  But^  the  S^ntimea^  ia  weighty, 
joA  tJiiBlU^jQfe^eigr.»^^^  if:  jy^r^derfta^d  the  Wofd 
\^  ^1^^'  iasnnippxa^^  £ty<9i<^Ag)S •  Qi7^di:W»^ . r^^^y 
>?^&*'?  or.asjifelp'  l^as^Spxp^eflW  it8,iM«a^iii;jgy//<¥^'w 

.   *   •'  '■       ■  •  .'.'4'j6b-acxxviu.  ifc  '  '  •■.-■ 


ijjt  The  ROW,  /^,  Asp asi(v       l;^-^  9\ 

ivet  made  the  wonderful  Tour,  ifitcn^  "i^  iw/^^ 

}ihforfant  ^Theriies,*  have  left  tf$;nft  Itlcm^ilij-^  rcfitSjt]^' 
to  thii  curidus  Point ;  I  (haH  H^Veniui'^'io  ^aitc^ 


{ifijiiie  oh  tW  X^Wi^ 
are  naucifhed  by  the  Juices^'  which' pcrmoatevtUe 
Soil,  and  fiuclu^ite  in  the  Air.  Fpf  t\iis  Piirpo fc, 
they  arc  furhlflied  with  Lfaves^^  to  cbllci^  the  oncj 
and  with  Roots  to  attraft  the  othjer.  Wh(?reas,  tk^ 
Sea-plants^  finding  rufficient  .Nourifhment  in  the 
furiounding  Waters,  Tiave  no  Occafiantb  detacH 
a  Party  of  Roots  intq  the  Groiuidi  and  fpragp  the 
Earth  for  Swftenancc..  Inftcad  therefore  offn^trat*- 
jjfg^  they  are  but  'juii, faded  to  the  JBottoni..;  ^xd 
iuJi^ero  to  fome  foUd  Subftancc,  only  with  fucht;* 
Degree  of  Tenacity,  as  may  fecure  thetra  from  bcr 
ing.  toffed  tQ  and  fro,  by  the  ra^ncjonx  Ayitation  ^ 
the  Waves..  .   -    •. 

We  C^  froni  this,  and  nftmbe^rlcfe  other  tnftance?!, 
swhat  a  Diverfitf  there  is,  jia  the  Operatiozij  of  die 
'^TJCatCREATpR'&Hand.  Yeteyerf  Alteraitfo^ 
is  ai^  Imprpvtfnc?it,  and  ca<;h  ujcw  Pattern  t?s.^ 
feadiar  FkfiifsiQi  its.ow^.-s-Tfee  f^n;\e  Qecorrongr 
lafccs  place,  fuch.  a  Difference  of  Adini»ift;:»fioii  I 
inetan>  in  Jbis  Go^f eminent,  of.  the  rational  W^li 
^  ".Gh^9^.qg  aP  {Icritagc  .fpr  J^x^VcwpW*,  »rfjJ 
l^gHil^g  a  Condition  to  each  of  his  Servants,  there 
♦is  a  great..  Variety  with  refpeft  to  Individuals  ;  yet 
^^, j)^rfe-^  tJ^ifortpity,  ;^d  CQu\T^Ui^H^^o;o^'i  with 
Wped  .it»:th^  :WbQie.-^*«£oHkei  He  ^hr  oca-  tdt4 
tCptrffe W  -drftfiiguifhetf  Labours;- '  They 'm^l^l'^ 
^iputt»pus.^Figure_i^  Lifc^  ajtjd^.apje^^  4»  ^  <% j|/ 


i         itki.  Q*       Theron  7fli  AspAsio. 

r  if.wrjty/ .  "I^W'  are  Jilce  the .  PrpphifctsV  V?fe?j^^: |p^ 

I  "Qb^dia^,  hid  m' V  Cave,    and  arc  ^yyti  pis  f^^^ 

f  0«^j  f.     JJ^^,  th«,'Cedars,,'  vvh}Q^.  ftj^nd  coq^iji^lr 

ous  (^n^  the  Top  of  l^eianm;  thtfi^  the.  Viiplet?, 
IwKich  lie  concealed  at' the  Foot  of  a  l^riar. 
^  "!St.  Jf^7a/  was  eminently  qxralified  Tot  feufy  o^ne^ 
^nd  the  moft  extenfive  Services^  He  is  intrbdiiced^ 
therefore  J  tntoTlaces  of  Concourfei '  His  Miniftry 
lies  drhidft  the  moft  renowned  and  pogiiloiis  Cities. 
lEven%isJ/npnJonment  at  Romcy  feenis  to  fiavef  been'i 
providential  Expedient  foi:  fixing  Hinx^  as  it'wcre^  • 
on  thfe  *^iage  of  public  Obtervatton, '  arid  in'  th^ 
\ery  Center  of  univ^rfel  IntclHgente.  Where,  hts^ 
Pj^^adimg  was  tike  plunging  a  Stone  ihte  the  Mfrfift 
bfa^Tmbo^hCan^li  which  'not  oriJjr  affbifts^'tftl 
neighbouring  Parts  6f  the  iSurfaee,  but  fpreads-'thfe 
ifoiiting  CSrcles  over  all  the  wide^  £xpahft'Ji~ 
Whereasj  the  beloved  yohn^  heing  lefs^  fitted/ to 
'feaffle'arriong  i'Crowd,  'is  feiit  iiito'dfe  anfttrijuent- 
'eff  fimSryiUztid  ;'^'th^  to;^ indulge ;the  Pl%ht5' of 
heavertly^  Cohteitiplatioh ';  and' '  irecbrtne^,-  'Wrfli*  fiii^ 
intciTu>ted  kttetftibni  thti^  myfterloaS'TlLfiS  » 
Q  O  D.-^^Si^fiialf  have  Thorte  irf  hH  'Path  i-MH 
tofe  DiiHghil  'fer  hi$  Seat';  aiM  •bfe'expbfea,  Wi 
•M^k 't^  '*ll-tbe  Arrows  of' Tribiihtfch.''''  SmfffSk 
ftall  di^-fei*  Ftidt  in  Oa ;  iHa^ll  be  ele^afctf  on  fhfe 
•-.^7'     -  ■  .  ■  '   '    -   '  ■   >i   y   -Thmnl 

*'7        *  Matt.  V.  14.  f 'ffal/lxxxiii.  J..     *' 

'^''t  Theri^fdwthe  Apoftle,  fpeafeing  erf  HiV  ^bode  ati^ 
hit^PreachiDfeftt  Spm^hokyiht^^  rmytmf)iixtaX  Wm^ ; 
^qt  all  thf^prentiks  m/igM  i^r*  2  y\m^  it.  tj.  wh^, 
i;on$  j^i^ed'  iii  the  preceding  lightV  have  a-pctdSat  Pw 
''prfety.  •  H^fej&,»^  Jb«#  they  rcpajrfe^  from  all  QgaN 
sUn ;  and  from  thcnce  dbiey  retmrnedj  into  all  Ptrti  of 
the  known  World. 


1 


Throne  df  Rb^aliiy ;  and:fu#r(Mlii4dlAi(rt(hi  the  infilft'^ 
lavifh  Cafcfifes.of  Heaanen-;  r  •  i  il  'i^ ->'-'      v.     >rv^ 
In  sitl  chialbemiiig,  thismorettauAttntiiig  ti^cA^^ 
trarictyt .  thrre  is  a  DifpUfy,  not  ^iviif  Df ^foVir#eijg4^' 
Authority,  but  rf  4eiotitfumimte^Beni|iiky^md^Wlfci^ 
dom.^Tt^vgrestt  jHE  AD  of  43W'ChtfMli>i^A6ld^^ 
liteajudicioiiB  OtnerMl^^^o^dn^fobxwia^h^  8«HX 
tion  t3o  each  of  hiat  JSoUievs,  OS  corr«^Mdt^^iffk^^^ 
the  Abilty  He  gives.    He  afis  Itfce'^e  «usft  ikitAil^' 
Pkg/iciark'f  anxt'pfefcribes  Aieha>RqiBcdyibiF^^lt^^^ 
Patient^  %s.ismoft  m^y  ftiiosdtoithabr  MpeAiv^ 
Csti^^   fie  {CHOWS  the  fitr^cife  £atnt  of  Timetv*  the. 
particular  Place  of  Abdde,  the.  p^calite  CitoanW  ; 
ftances  of  Con4kKm,  iwhich arenaoft  exA&\fr,fto^ 
per  for  each  iin4  every  of  his  Chihlfai  >  arid,;Jikto  7 
a  tender,  i^*  W^U  a*  unerring  J^bfr.f.  what  .He'- 
knows  to  be  beft^  tha^  He  .conftaptly jK^l^t^'^^l  A^^. 
like  a  General,  like  a  Phyftciany  l^e  a  i^ather,    $u^ 
the  Coz9pariii}ii  i^  Ipw;  the  Language 4fiiiexpreffiAff:$, 
CHRI STM  all  thatis  implied  injthefe  Rela^n%».. 
and  unfpe^k^Ujr  wr^-r-O  ! ,  that  We  may  i:«3oif:erif. . 
the  Superintendency  of  fuch  a  S  AVI  O  JJ^;;  and  ; 
nptonly  jreiign  Ourfelves  to  his  Will,  but  tfcy^E^,^ 
for  managing  the  Helm.,    Tbani.f$'uxxJQX,^^^^r 
our  Courfe^  thrwgh  the  Chai^fts  of  the  prd^fUk 
Hbur,  and  all  the  Uncertainties  of  Fiiturity^   §i^.?!? 
whatever  our  froward  and  petulant  t^affionsinwr 
fuggeft,  The  L O R D 's  Ways  are  10  far  iSfombc- ^ 
ing  unc^qual,  that  they  have  all  poffible  Fitiiefs  ahi 
Propriety ;  they  are  ordered  "  in  Numberi  Weigjit, 
«^^dflieaCare."  ...^.^  ......  _;£v-V\  * 

-A11  !5fo  v^ry  different  from  tfeePhif^a*;  ^)Wftll|^ 
lately  prefentcd'  themfelves^*  thatl'ckrt'^V^^^^ 


I        hns.^Mf^^i  'W^f^kfii^'iiMtti^inc^  nis^x^aitA  into  riaf 
new  World? — ^Wherc  are.  the  fiJiiitfal^^ X^aiciy  ^feHT^i 

I         B(9<i^«^^^olW(b^9i  ant « th^  -  -ti^ahdiijxg  iGronnes,  'Arooal. 

I  and\ifa^nox^t<w8r  :i»i£lt  thek  ij  M A  £  £  R^  Prarfe  jr 
M^jis:ujtt»imilCFiel4  lOo  ;6pf^xahg  filaflbn^  mot  ^foi 
m«f^  ^b^»ir{]»^;£4f)af;jqi|^i;ft.  Nbne  of  .anyila«»i 
EkuQQ(K2JlMn^l9  .cmnaifl»»cdLy^t3k&  cbol^  Zepityes^;.' 
Wkii^  HKMic^i^o^eir-fnBr&died  wit^  the  jSfrtf/;&  ofi 
Fidiwiets^^  1>ut)iiiipA9ndtsd  wub^dye  /^#>;7^  (>f  «ll^^^ 
Octtta^^i  Yet:)  ithoii^  i«ll/tha{;^  lov^lj'  LaiMtfe^e^'- 
ami twitfadrkWa  |  though  tbt  g^rgliiig  Fodntarn  Js^  ^ 
fiknood^Oand  thft  Uootliing  Garden  k>ft :  I  aih  no^  1 
faiqif owi^tog'-'Origiit;  btith- ^f *tH€f 'Gdduts,' '\H^?fli '' 
exhiale  -fl^na  lfte<!}|ii&i  attd^<6f;the-6iyftalv  WhfcK' 
floiois  itmu  the^otbek  :^i  am^'tiow  u^on  the  M^it^b^ 
of  't!kiit*'graHi  A/fJ^^JfV^^hfch  fti)pHe^  the  €oah^  ^• 
trf  ^ith-Hfe  '?^rtaitjr,f  aiia'"thef  Parteite  *wfth;  ite - 
Beauty  *i-^He  S6a  is'tte  inexhk^ibIe;CaS^rn'<?^^^ 
tbe-Hitivert'^^^-Th^  Afr^  SWlcotiftit'ute  tfe^ 
nS^tv^'^Mngint^y  wliicTi  works  without' Ihfer^^^ 
td-  VaLfe^\hfe  iiqiiid  Treafure.  /WljilS^t^e  Cr6tids 
fcfveas  To  inanf  Jquidu^y^  to  conv&p^^fe  gehlif'' 
Stdres  ilbn^^th6  AtAiofphere ;  arid  diftpibufetjfeni^* 
at  ftafoiiab?^  Iftei^ibds,  and  in  feguIarl^ilDportioW^ '^ 
tHt^oUgft  alf-thV Regions  of  the  GloBe;  '  "  '  '  ''^.'' 
Fiiudfibon,  whether  the  uniifid  Afplieatioa  oi 
Mantm"d'coiildiWltfi  their  utmoft  SkiM,  and  with, 

,;^^,:.oy=\.Ti?''^'":-'<1''*ii  ^*  '-^  "'-  '-"'^      •■     ■  -     '  "^^ 

•  Pliny  fuppofes  a  Qgcryinadc  ;  Si  qui]  ifeht  rtp^jire^' 
at  Fruges  gignatur,  Arhorfs  Fruticefcue  *vi^ant.     To  which  • 

grare^  jUimamque  eUajn  ]^his<yit^Uj^in(kdeUrjii^^  ,  Arid  « 
Ironi^  thWiti^  CoheiXKfes*  J  'Vffkii  't'&r<^  'qu^ui  t^'rei  ^'Jfuk^ "  • 
ruhffl^  Bpuficii. 


aH  poftbk  P^ocoisoMs^  feieh  a  fimit  Dnf^^  >^ 
yWfi^fweet  Water  *,  frmdiitvMMifiiniUe^Pic  vT 
Brine.    Y«t  die  AAmi  of  the  Mir  Hmtinmm  oC; 
etrery  HoWy  everj  IbfttMite^  M Uiiont  aii4  MiHf«m 
cf  Tons,  in  vaponme  Exhalrtione  f,    WlMl^  be- 
^g  fldllfullj  parceled  ottt,  iHid  ftenrrij  lorfgad  te 
ihgBdttUstfHfOVenti  mre  fent  abroad,  ftmtamjd 
and  refined,  without  anj  bradciii  Tiadnre,  wtlitt 
leaft  bituminous  Sedtnteat^^^i-^f  abfMd  iifda  da6 
Wings  of  the  Wind,  to  «Hm  hi  Oewa,  or  |Mir 
themfelves  in  Rain  i  to  ooce  from  tkw  Oriieta  «f 

Foimtaiaai 

.  •  I  hatenot  formiieB,  what  was  lafiily  affnaed  ia  oar 
pabliG.  Papers  ;  That  a  cenain  iagenioiu  GentlemaoT,  t 

tkink  in  the  City  of  Dmrham,  had  foatid  out  the  Art  of 
jdveeiemng  SetL'VfZXcr. — ^What  he  produeed,  ^ihtpro- 
bably  approve  itfelf  to  the  TaOc,  and  not  bewAout  its 
Ufefuinefs.  Yet  I  caanot  hut  qaery*  whether  it  will  he 
found  to  have  all  thofe  fine,  balmy,  ialutiferoas  Qnalities^ 
which  diftinguifh  and  recommended  the  ReLin-Wtoer. 
Which  has  been  exhaled  by  the  idndly  Warmth  of  the 
Sun  ;  has  been  filtrated  by  paifing  and  repafin^  rhvough 
the  Regions  of  the  Air ;  has  been  clarified  in  the  higheil 
and  pureft  Trads  of  the  Atmofphere ;  has  been  farther 
refined,  and  quite  perfe^ed,  by  the  fearching  Ageacy 
di  the  \7^inds.— i  would  not  attempt  to  depreciate  anr 
valuable  Invention ;  yet  I  (hould  stxy  much  wonder,  if 
the  fmtf  Alembec  could  egual  this  grand  Apparatus  of 
Nature. 

f  It  is  fupjMfed,  that  from  the  Mri^jm-tf^tfM  Sea  alo^^^ 
Iheit  sttifes,  in  vaporous  Exhalations,  more  than  fae 
tho.niand  Millions  of  Tons,  within  the  Space  of  one 
Soauoer-Day.  Yet  die  MeSttrrtmum  Sea  bears  nomoit 
Proportion  to  the  whole  Extend  of  the  Ocean,  tha^  a 
public  Road  bears  to  the  Dimenfions  of  a  County,  thr6i^ 
lyhich  it  I^eads. 

.  t-So  the  Clouds  are  tJtgantly  fiyled  in  facred  Writ, 
7«*3uaviiL  jy/ 


:kt$i  tdMfife  ift' Ac.Q^vtti^  of^Vff^;  to ^\  in 

1Pf¥ifim$  JKftHm^l^   .Ia  Gr4er.;o  fefrel^  fti»i.fec^ 

XSiiaac.  ,..-:^.  :   :   >...:   .  -.  ,^  -    ...  .^  ;;,.;"  .*  \,  ^ 
/J^Jpv.aAjijftbtt  is;tbe  Q^odncis^  and  howamaa^ii^ 

^srH9i^-'.i$im^U^:MfG^dff0/silth:  diftributing^  fo 
^%jg#lfjlt-:«l#iat  16  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  exceed- 
ingly beneficial.  That  Water,  witfiout  which  We 
mai^l&nvot'^p^ft^ftif^-ii^  OF  «f^ey  mny 

C<jmftrt,:ihx>?iW ^irvetyOi^^'s Property.  ''^Skculd 
fpring  up.  from  tlje  Soil  ^ .  fli9uld ."drop ,  dowri  froiit 
jrbQ  ClMd9j  ^ibotnU  ftT09mLbyo«]«Hou^e$Vih6uld 
tftke^  Joiirn^,  frdnSb  tii€>  EiKbof  tbe  Eartiff  *Wnd 
tSe  lEktreiftitiV^f '*r6feeart;  'b^^  ptfrp6ft  tbriotvc 
XJ^.^-^How,  <ffn(HUf^  I)is  Fowirr  That  a  boundfcfs 
Ma&.of  flttid  ^ait^  ini^Jarably  naufeous  to  the  huf- 
man  Tafte,  (hbitld' be'  the  origiitaJ  Spring,-  v<rhich 
deals  oiit  every  palatable  Di'au^hr'to  Mankirtd^  and 
qifenches  the  Tbirft  pf  every  Ai^iiiaJ!  Poubtlefsy 
tiiePower  by  v^hich  this  is  efF^dled,  <»n  extradl 
Comfort  from  otur  Afflnaions,  Advarttage/fo«i  ^ur 
Vol.  IIL  M  Gal*mkk5y 

„•  -We'areobUged.to  Clemens  Rcmanus^  ferthemoft^ 
^Hd  delicate  Reprefc'ntatiou  of  Fountains  aftd  tl^eir  Ufl^ 
^alaefsV  that  j^erhapa  "apy  where  exifts..  ^'A^vAotrt'wvftai , 

He  calif  Fountains,  the  -fir*A/?i  or  Teati  of  the  E^trth.  Thft 
Coinparffon,'  fbcheve,  ii  m#  own  t  and  WtStoj^  «aa^e»- 
C«t4iv  aitoPropncty  andBeauty,  '    »-•  -     -  \, 
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CalimitteS)  iild  make  allThtngs  work  \ogethir^dr  9ur 

G(^K  •  >■■   ••-■*•  •;  -  '■  ^^" 

..  Vaft;  wd  various  ai^the  AdvMtAget  f,  which' We 
denre.  from  the  licpxid  Element  t  v^»^<^a?tt^'tin^ 
bounded  Extent ;  vkrhus^  as  its  ev«t-Rlutd^'-Stt^- 
£ace.-^The  fwcet  Waters  glide  aloing  the  E^iurtliV  >» 
Ipacious  and  fportive  Currents.  Wtth  thti^  ^uifiofil 
Train,  tbcir  exhaling  Moiftur^,  and  their  gay  A^ 
pcarancc,  they  enliveiv  and  e^diHarate  the  adja^^^ 
Country..  While  Plenty  follows,  \rticre*erlJ^tHi^ 
flow.'-^By  giving  a  continual  Shrike  to  th^  dretiiti^ 
ambient  Air,  they  prevent  its  Stagnation  ;  thtf 
difperfc  their  own  Vapours ;  and  prometethe  Pu- 
rity-of  their  Sifter-Element.  Indeed,  thefe  watery 
Ramblers  impart  much^  the  fame  In^pirovemc^t  to 
th^  Air,  the  Preipefi,  the  whole  Scene,  a^  Vi- 
vacity and  Chcarfulnefe  add  to  the  Temper  of  theiir 
rational  Inhabitj^ts. 

Thefe  circulating  Floods'  pafs  by  opulent  Cities, 
and  receiving  all  their  Fikh,  rid  them  of  a  diou- 
fand  Nuifances;     Which,   when  once  eommittei. 

■■       ■    to 

•  Rom.,  viii.  28*  ' 
t  The  high  Falue  which  Mankind  fet  upon  this  Elc^ 
ment,  and  the  many  Benefits  they  receive  from  its  Mini- 
ftratioh,  both  thefe  Particulars  arc  very  llrongly  exprcfTcd 
by  x^<i  Hehrervos,  Who  call  a  Pool  orRefervoir  of  Water 
ro*^^  ♦  which  denotes,  in  its  primary  Signification,  a 
Bfefftni^  Caftt.  yii.  4.  liai:  vii,  3.-?-We  too  feldomthintg 
and  indeed  we  can  never  fully  uii4cr (land ^  what%nal 
Mercies  we  enjoy,  in  the  ?nofi  commfin  Gifts  of  P  H  0- 
V I  D  E  ?4  C  E.  Was  Water  alone  with-held,  the  moft 
popuioua  Clime  would  be  without  Inhabitants,  and 
the  moft.  dcliciaus  Sgqt  ^yQuld.  degfne^tof  into  a.Defart; 
In  Allufion  to  this,  our.L  Q  R  D  ^  cal^  fhc  W;i|4^rr 
nefs  and  the  iblitary  Land  dry,  places^  A«/^«»  f^m^ 
Matt,  xii,  -45.      ■    ■     -'  -       •  •    ■'^'^'-  -'  '  - 


ta  thtk^uid  Scavengers  2ire  as  efFeSually  Cectfited, 
r^,  ii  t^^yw^m  ibmii^d  i-at,:tb«i  rety^Gcntttiof  the 
Jg§rtk.-^Y«ta^-  though:  thieyr.  condefcenito  :fcM?ican 
a^  EjJ^i^^  ^h^V  .*rp&  fitte4^'for  .iiM»re<  liancmrab& 
^erjiri^es.  .^Thfy /^©tet  the  Ganfeiw  of  a  Princd, 
1^1^,  cpi3^|>o(Q.i[<>i7ve  of ^hg^.fnoH:  dbelight&l  Ornaments 
Qtth^flz^i  .  Thpy..glUti&je.^^pon;the  Eye/  as  thiy 
^^t  iprtt^OjaQ^P^cC^  ^  They  amufe  the  Imagfc- 
j^tion, ; a^^JtH^]^  afcf iwl  i|i  ^vrriovsL  Jai  ifEam>.  Tiiey 
jieU.a  npble^  J^^t^rtainment^  as^  fomiug  theni- 
-/ekes  i^5§)i,  Slifi^s .  of .  floping  Silver,  they  faibin 
%^<xis^,^:\¥is^tEi^  Caftodiesv^liy'iniie&d  ofB^au- 
fi§er$3  We  tlj^^mjc.oprop^r  to  make  itfe  of  th^in  as 
J)ru4gf5j,  ^hej,plyi^t.ovi4f  Mills  i.  they  toil  inoe&ndy 
at  the.  Wheel i  jai^d),  by  worfciag  the  hiugcft\  Eim 
^ines,.  rid  Us^of  Abundance  of  Fa(?ig]uey  and  £ire 
Us  a  propb|:tionable  Degree  of  Exp?ance. 

So  /9i:qibly.  tjiey^  aft,,,. when  caU^^d;-  md  moft 
furprifmgly  , th^y  infinuat^, .  Wshen  .detacfyed.  ^Tlh^y 
throw  thcmfdyes^iuj^  th^  Body  of  aPlant:  they 
penetrate  the  minuteft  of  its  organized  Tubes  :  and, 
fubtil  beyond  all  ExpreiEon,  tney  find  a  Paflage 
through  Meanders^  too  fihall  for  the  Eye  to  difcern,* 
tao  nvmertm^'  and  intricslte  eVeti  for  Imagination  tc^ 
follov/.-^How  difficultly  does  the  Mafon's  Labour- 
er, bendjng  under  the  Burden  of  Mortar  on  his 
Head,  pulh  his  W^ay  up  the.  Rounde  of  a  Ladder  !  - 
While  thefe  Servants -in  the  Employ  of  Nature^  Ciir- 
ry  their  Ijoad  :^o  a^miicb  greater  Height ;  and  cjunb 
with  the  ^u^inQlI)X?,f^^  evezi  without. the 'A/Hliiince 
of,Step^.g)sr.i>fi.%airfi...  *They  convey  th^j.nusrisRen'^ 
tal; Stores  of iV«get?ation,  from  '^tlowfi  Fihrei^yhzi 
are^^rifnge'd  'tik6  the.  Soil,  to  the  '\tiy  topmojl  Twigs 
thit  wave  ainidft  the  Clouds'.  They  ai-e  the  Caterers 
Ma'  for 
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for  the  vegetable  World  ♦ :   or  (if  I  miy  be  allows- 
ed  the  Expreffion)  the  SutUrsy  which  attend  xtci 
whole  Ho/f  of  Plants  J  to  furniih  them  with  leafon^ 
able  Rcfrefhmcnt,   and  neceflar^  Provifion.      By 
means  of  which,  the  Trees  of  the  LORD,  are  full 
of  Sapy  evetf  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon  which  HE  hatb 
planted  f.     Notwithftanding  their  prodigious  Elei 
vation,  and  vaft  DifFufion  ;   though  they  arc  aban- 
doned-by  Man,  and  deprived  of  all  human  Cultiva- 
tion ;  yet,  not  a  fingle  Branch  is  deftitute  of  Leaves, 
nor  a  fingle  Leaf  of  Moifture. 

Befides  the  falutary,  cleanly,  and  ferviceable  Cir- 
culation of  the  Rivers  \  the  Sea  has  a  Libration, 

no 

*  St.  Peter  feems  to  have  hinted  at  this  Property  of 
the  Waters,  in  a  remarkable  >Paflage ;  which  is  {omt^ 
what  obfcured  in  the  EngUfo  Verfiony  and  therefore  fel- 
dom  underftood  by  the  Englijb  Reader.  The  Earth ftand- 
inz  out  of  the  Water  and  in  the  Water.  2  Pet.  iii.  c. — 
Which  ffiould  rather  be  tranflated,  The  Earth  (crtfKcrWtt) 
originally  confiituted  of  and  ftill  fuhfifttng  hj  Water, — 
Confiituied  of;  for  Mq/es  calls  the  chaotic  Mafs,  out  of 
which^  the  Earth  was  formed,  by  the  Name  of  (CD*!^) 
Waters.  Gen.  i.^  2. — Buhjifting  by  ;  for  Water  is,  as 
Therein  has  obierved,  the  grand  Support  of  material  Na- 
ture. That  which  enables  her,  to  bring  forth  all  her 
vegetable  Offspring,  and  to  nuife  up .  all  her  animated 
Inhabitants.  Being,  in  fttort,  to  the  terraqueous  Globe, 
what  the  vital  Fluid  is  to  the  human  Body :  or,  as  a 
Poet  very  elegantly  iings,  .    ^:r,   ^ 


'The  cryftal  ElemenU 


The  chief  Ingredient  in  HeavWs  various  W^ris  ; 
Who/ef  exile  Genius  fparkles  in  the  Gem^ 
Grofws  firm  in  Oak^  and  fugitive  in  Wim% 
The  Vehicle t  the  SourcCy  of  Nutriment 
And  Life,  to  all  that  vegetate  or  live. 

See  Drr  Armstrong's  Poem  on  Beabh. 
A  Performance  as  beautiful,  a^  its  SubjeA  is  defirahle. 
t  Pfal.  civ.  i6. 
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no  left  advantagious,  and  much  niore  remarkable.*—  ' 
Every  Dajr,  this  immenfc  Colleftion  of  Waters,  for 
the  Space  of  five  or  fix  Hours,  flows  towards  the 
Land.  After  a  fliort  Paufe,  it  retires  again  to  its 
ihmoft  Caverns ;  taking  up  nearly  the  fame  Interval 
for  the  Retreat,  as  it  required  for  the  Acccfc.-** 
How  great  is  the  Pow^r,  which  fets  the  whole  fluid 
World  in  Motion  !  Which  protrudes  to  the  Shores 
fuch  an  inconceivable  Weight  of  Waters,  without 
any  Concurrence  from  the  Winds,  frequently  in 
direfl:  Oppofition  to  all  their  Force  !  How  grad<9us 
alfo  is  the  Providence,  which  bids  the  mighty  Ele- 
nfent  perform  its  tumbling  Revolutions,  with  all 
thb  Exaftnefs  of  Time  and  Meafure  !  Was  it  fuf- 
fered  to  advance,  with  a  lawlefs  and  unlimited 
Swell  5  it  might  fweep  over  Kingdoms,  and  deluge 
whole  Continents.  Was  it  irregular  and  uncertain 
In  its  Approaches,  Navigation  would  be  at  a  Stand, 
and  Tfttde  become  precarious.— *-But,  being  conftant 
at  its  j/lat/d  Periods^  and  never  exceeding  its  ap- 
pointed  Bonnisy  it/ creates  no  Alarm  to  the  Coun- 
try, .and  affords  very  confiderable  Aids  to  Traffic*  ^ 

I  faid,  conftant.  For  at  the  proper  Hour,  or  ra- 
ther at  the  precifely  proper  Minute,  the  Waters 
are  fure  to  be  in  Motion.  They  flow  with  thp 
moft  ready  Obedience,  like  Servants  at  ther  Maf- 
ter's  Call.  They  croud  as  it  were  in  contending 
Multitudes,  ambitious  to  perform  their  C  R  E  A- 
T  O  R's  WilL-^Rulhing  up  our  large  Rivers, 
they  clear  and  deepen  the  Paflage.  In  many  Places, 
they  fpread  a  copious  Flood,  where  a  dry  and  emp- 
ty Wafte  lay  be/ore. 

Is  the  Sailor  returned  from  his  Voyage,  and  wait- 

ing'at  the  Mouth  of  the  Channel  ?  The  Flux  is 

W^^l  tQ  convey  his  Veflfel  to  the  very  Doors  of  the 

M  3  Owner  % 


O^ner;  and  without  imy  H«c»i:d  of,-i]brikiii£.pift 

the  Rocks,  or  being  faftened  in  the  $fu|d^.-^HM 
the  Merchant  freighted  hia  Ship  i  Wpnl^i  He  have 
it  transferred  to  the  Ocean  i  The  Rifluje  tendera  itB 
.  Service ;  and  bears  away  the  Load,  with  fingular 
£xpedition)  and  with  equal  Safety .-^-Bchold^  O 
Man !  How  greatly  thou  art  belovod,  bow  bigMj^ 
favsured  by  thy  MAKER!  In  what  Part  of  his 
Works  has  he  forgotten  or  overlooked  thy  Wel- 
fare? Shew  me  a  Creature,  point  out  a  Spot;  in  the 
J^ormation  or  Difpolition  of  which.  He  has  not  been 
mindful  of  thy  Intereft  i  He  Bms  made  Thee  U  have 
Domimon  dverthe  If^oris  efbis  Howls  ^  ei»d  has  put  ail 
Tbinffs  in  Stdje^ion  undtr  thy  Feef*     All  Sheep  Mni 
Oxen  ;  the  Fowls  of  the  Jir^  and  the  Fijbes ;  yea»  and 
tiie  Surges  of  the  Sea  *j  are  conducive  to  thy  Benefit* 
Even  thefe,,  wild  and  impetuous  as  they  are,  yield 
their  willing  Backs,  ib  receive  thy  Load ;  and,  like 
a  tra£lable  as  well  a3  indefatigable  BeaA  of  Burden, 
carry  it  to  the  PlaQe,  which  thou  ihiilt  npmin^ite. 
,    What  preferwes  this,  y  aft  Floc^  in  a  State  of  per- 
petual Pi/n/y?  Iti^tb^  univerfel  Sewers,  intowhic^ 
are  difch^rged  the-  Rofufe  and  Filth  of  the  whc^ 
•World. .   That  which  would  defile  thq  Land,  aiid 
pdlute  the  Air,  is  tranfmitted  to  the  Ocean,  and 
^either  Mifchief  nor  Inconvenience  enfue..    Thofc 
Swarms  of  i5nj/&-*whicb,  whil^,  living,  were  a 
JPlague  to  Phanmh^  by  th^r  loath^4  Intruiiqn  ;i  ajid 
yrh^n   dead,  might  have  caufeA  a  more  dreodfal 
4*la^e,  by  their,  noifome  Stendi^—fw^t  into  the 
Sea,  were  neither  peftilential,  noroffenfive;  .  How 
then  ri  th5^  Receptacle  of  every  NuiiWnoalc?ept.cleaa? 
Why  does  it  not  contrail  a  noxious  Taint,  and 
-  .  ,  :^   .    '  ' -:.  diiFuft 

♦  Pfal.  viii.  6,  7,  8.       -    " 


K  tfffSufe^^ti^id&^tf ^^anxl  »es»  ?:  Such  afi  Wotlid  fen. 

k  'ier  it  a  G^in;/ to^hefc ^ti1ific,Hatid  A^^W tlte  ^'r^ 

'  I'eftiatAriiiiiab  ?-i-!Ti^  ftwifcgy  partly  toite^inceffarft 

I  l(idlf<H),  partly  ta  its*  falii»  Qtialityr  :By  the  One, 

it  18"  fecuri?d  f roiri  any  tuttrnal  Prindplc! of  Corrup- 
fiofl  5  by  throtber^'  it^worksitfelfix:l«af  from  cvei?)r 

A  Direaory^tWs,  and  aPatttifritfor  wcl-^Thus 
maydivine  Gf^^,  Kfccthe  peaeirarihgPtJWtr  of  S^k, 
cilre  tte  ©eprasftity  of )  nay  Heart,-  and  TeiHfy  the 
Diibrdi«-s  pf  diy-T^gmper !  Seafon  my. Wcifdfi,  and 
make  all  my  Ccttivcrfatioii  fevoury  !-*-Thus  may  a 
eontinual  Courfe  of  ASfwity^  in  my  fecular  ai%d 
AJr  facrtJd  ^Vocation,  prevtm  .the  pernicious  EfFc£ls 
-of  Indblence  !  Let  me  daily  exercifc,  orXbei^atteropt- 
hig  taoex^rcife/  the  Graces  <5f  Ghriftianityi  Left 
Faith  become  ftfeble^  left  Hope  contrail  Dirnnefs  j 
4ltid  Charity  ^ix  eoM.-  - 

Wh*n  I  began  ifty-Walk,  the  Waters  wereup.-  * 

ont|>€i5Bbbl   They  flunk  away  from  alt  the  'Scrand, 

as?  an  AiThy^ overpowered,  thotighirot  puttoFH^ht, 

^itMtatrs  from  the  Field.     Now  like  the.faifae  Ar.- 

"^BPy^  re-in/pirifed  by  their  Commanders,  or  re*in;- 

fwced  by  an  Acce^n  of  Tj-oops,  thi^y  araretum- 

iftg,  as  it  wer^,  Ib^he  Charge.*— Wave  rifes'ii{n>n 

tVa^e,  and  Billow  rolls  over  Billow.     Their  Pro- 

grefS'isfloW,  but  determined  and  perfevering.  Much 

of  thefeiopthfandy  Area  is  already  oveu-nin.    The 

^Extrcrtiitiesof  the  Rocks  are  covered.  ^  The  foamy 

Invaders  approach   nearer  and  near*er.      ri#tiiing 

^cair divert,  .aediing  mtard  their  Gonrii.  .Though 

(«(ni^ttr:^hi]nfelfvvras^  in  the  Way ;»  though  .his 

^>  *  Alluding  to  a  memorable  and  inftrufdve  Story,  re- 

(ordcdof  King  Cai^tut.  Who,  j«>b»bly  without  having 

M  4      '  '  read. 
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royal  Authority  and  ftrt&  Prohibition  inthtpbfcit  $- 
Bay»  though  all  the  Forces  of  his  Kingdom  .wcra 
drawn  up  with  Orders  to  ftem  iht  Torrent;  tbi^ 
grand  Detachment  from  the  Deep  wou'd  fcorn  th6 
feeble  Oppofition  ;  would  not  be  checkc<l  fo  ik^vcb 
as  a  fingle  Moment ;  but  coAtinue,  Aill  ot^ntinue 
the  wide  cxpanfive  Swell,  till  it  has  reacHed  the  dcy 
ftined  Point* — So^  may  I  always  aUund  in  Corhnftu- 
nion  with  GOD,  or  in  Beneficence  to  Men  j  vtiign*- 
ing  ^ne  religious  or  charirtable  Employ,  o^ly  t<r 
enter  upon  another ;  and  be  thu$  prefiitig  fo^ard^ 

jSHk 

read,  had  neverihelefs  tboropghly  learned,  that  cxcellenj: 
Lcflbn  of  Horace ; 

Regum  timtwlorum  in  pToprjos  Greges^ 
Regis  in  if/os  Jmperium  eft  Jo^is, 

Some  of  his  abjeft  and  defigning  Flatterers,  had  the  im» 
fious  AJfurance  to  tell  Hina,  **  His  Power  was  more  thai^ 
•*•  human." — To  convince  them  of  their  Folly ^  and  re- 
bpke  them  for  their  Faljhood,  He  ordered  his  Chair  o^ 
State  to  be  placed  on  the  Extremity  of  the  Shore,  juft  m 
the  Tide  began  to  flow.     Here  He  took  his  Seat,  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  farafites^    and  many  other  Attendants, 
^hcn  with  all  that  Dignity  of  Air,  and  Severity  of  Ac-'- 
cent,  whieh  fovereign  Authority  knows  how  to  affumc^- 
Kc  faid— •*  Thon  Sea,  the  Land  on  which  I  fit  is  minuet . 
**  nor  has  any  One  dared  to  Jnvadc  my  p.ighjs,  or  difohey  • 
**  my  Commands,  without  fufFering  thedeferved  Punllh- 
**  ment.  I  charge  Thee,  therefore,  on  Pain  of  my  highfifl" 
f*  Difpleafurc,  not  to  enter  thefe  Territories,  nor  touch^ 
f  •the  Feet  of£f7gLinJ's  Monarch.''  . 

,  When  Ihe  rude  Waves  made  bold  to  enter  .on  the  for'- 
tiddcn\jroupd ;  nay,  when  thofc  uncourtly  Things  pre- 
fiimed  to  ru(h'  upon  the  royal  Seat,  and  even  to  daih  his  ' 
Majefty's  Perfon  ;  He  ftarted  from  his  Throne,  ind  bid  • 
every  Peholder  obferve  the  Jmpetence  of  earthly  Kings. 
Bid  them  remember.  That  H  E  alone  is  worthy  of  th? 
Name,  whom  Winds  and  Waves  and  oniverfal  Nature 
obey. 


J^tll  ptdfiAg  forward,  to  the  Prize  of  my  high- call- 
ing in  CHRIST  JESUS.— Differing  from  thoGi 
regular  Viciffitudcs  of  the  Ocean,  only  in  one  Par- 
ticular J  That  fHy  Endeavours  never  ebb,  my  Soul 
never  draws  back.  Since  this  would  bey  if  tempo^ 
r^ryy  to  my  grievous  Lofs  \  if  finaly  to  my  aggravated 
Perdition, 

.  The  Tide  is,  now,  at  its  Height.  The  fpacious 
fandy  VJain,.on  which  I  lately  walked  is  quite  over- 
flowed.. A  Tra(^,  almoft  unnfieafurable,  is  taken 
from  our  Feet,  arid  bid  from  our  Eyes.  A  thoufand 
Figures,  And  a  thoufand  Footfteps,  imprinted  on 
the  level  Beach,  are  erafed.  And  had  there  been 
ten  thoufand  Times  ten  thoufand  more,  they  would 
ail  have  been  obliterated  with  equal  Eafe. — How 
Jiappy  are  they,  whofe  Sins  are  thUs  covered  I 
Whofe  Iniquities  are  all  blotted  out !  And  not  one 
of  their  Tranfgreffions  remembered  any  more  f— 
Well  my  Soul,  be  of  good  Comfort.  Certainly 
the  Blood  of  the  divine  R  E  D  E EM  E  R,  is  able  tO: 
do  this  for  Thee ;  even  for  Thee,  the  chiefeft  of  Sin- 
ners. What  Guilt  can  be  too  greaty  for  an  infinite 
Atonement  toexpjgite?  What  Guilt  can  hefogreaty 
as  the  Merit  of  an  incarnate  GOD  ?  Offering  the 
Body  of  his  Flefh  to  Death— Offering  the  Bloodof 
his  Heart  to  be  fpilt-r-Offering  his  very  Soul,  and 
his  whole  Perfon,  through  the  Eternal  SPI- 
RIT, as  a  fpotlefs  Viaim,  to  GODforUsI— 
Can  I  doubt,  whether  this  immenfely  grand  Propi- 
tiation, is  able  to  do  fqr  myConfcience,  what  thefe 
refluent  Waters  have  done  on  the  Margin  of  the 
Ocean?  Would  not  this  be  a  DiCionocr  to  the 
j^leffed  JESUS:,  greater  than  the  Laflies  of  the 

Scourge, 
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3courgr,  dnd  die  Cr«wn  of  Thdnu  >  -^kr'tiian  %he 

Infuits,  Mockery,  and  SpittiQigf  '      ^'^ 

'    Confider  the  Sea  in  tnother  Capac'ty:,  and  it  r»>!r- 
l?^^j  the  remoteft  Realme  of  the  Univerfe  j  Iff  fa- 
ciliuting  an  Intercourfe between  their refpefti vein- 
habitants. — ^Wbat  (hort-iighted  Beings  are  Man* 
kind  !  How  iupeHieial  their  Views !  How  unavoid- 
able therefore  their  frequent  Miftakes  !  The  Anci- 
ents looked  upon  this  'bottomlefs'  Deep,  as  an  «»- 
faffabli  ♦  Gulf;    If  our  Forefathers  were  fo  egtc- 
gtoiifl}rmiftaken  in  this  Inflance ;  let  not  Us  too  pe- 
remptorily pronounce  upon  any  difficult  Or  myfteri- 
Ous Point.'  Left  fucceeding  Generations,  or  a  more 
inlightencd  State,  fliould  cover  Us  with  thfe  tloublc 
Confuiion  of  childijh  Ignorance,  and  f^olijh  Conceit. 
We  have  clearly  demonftrated,  Wc.bave  happily 
experienced,   the  very  Reverfe  of  that  grey-headed 
Surmife  to  be  true.     The  Ocean^  inftead  of  being 
a 'Bar  of  SepajFation,  is  the  great  Bond  of  Union. 
For  this  Purpofe,  it  is  never  exhauftcd,  though  ft 
ftipplies  the  whole  Firmament  with  Clouds,  anci 
the  whole  JE^rth  with  Rains.    Nor  'ever  oVerfl9tb% 
though  all  the  Rivers  in  the  Univerie  are  perpku- 
ally  augmenting  its  Stores,  and  pouring  in  their  tti- 
hutary  Floods. — ^By   means  of  thiy  Element,' We 
travel- farther,,  than  Birds  of  the  ftrongeft:  Pihien 
fly;  and  difcover  Trails,   which  tht'Vulturis  Eye 
'  has  ne^er feen  f.     We  make  a  Vifit  to  Nations,  that 
.libd'ro^^^ned  in  their  midnight  Slumbers,  when  everv 

.ina!fftx;:ou^ 

^     '       *  ■■■   ■      '       '        '      ^'"DeHs^aijiiiit 
■  y  ■  Prudens  Oceano  dijfociahili  ]'       .     , 

I'erras,  HoR. 

^  t  J^^  xxviii,  7, 


4iiduft|iot^_;B€?f«t<»  iiSfi&Hart^iif  Ate  GJobo^ris  tcr 
ftirring  Himfclf  in  iiliithc  Hwry^^  J3»fil»efe  We 
cultivate  an  Acquaintance  with  the  Sun-burnt  Ne^ 
^Aj  md^  tH«  ikiveriiigi  J[i§iandltr<.  W«  croJfe  the 
Aiming  Line,  We  penetrate  jtl^  fr^^en  Pole)  and 
\^ing^par\^ay5evei^«>^ftd  the- World*  . 
_ ..  Thi*  is  the  gi^at  VehicJe  of  Cmfif^^^^ — ^Not  to 
mention  the  flo^ti^g  ,CafiJes j^  which  cjontJ^in  wholi5 
Anxjies  ,andi  their  Cpcn^i^aftdfFSjj^  wt|i^  bear  th^ 
ThtMidcr  of^t^e  Can^iicvQs^^andaU-tb^  dx^ifylAf- 
tiljery  of /\^ar.j.wbich  2a-e  cap^le  of  demoli^iing 
E^^FtrciTeSi  a^d  fpreading- Terror  an>png  Natip^$*~ 
let  IJ§,oiiljr  jcontempbte-the  trading  Veflels  5  tbow 
p.umeroi4s  !  of,  what  large  Dimenfion  !  ai^d-  oJF 
what ^prpdigiou^  Burdens!  yj^hiich  are  contiinually 
paifing  a;id  jrep^pgthis  uniye^rfal  Xbproughfare  i 
There  go  ^eiShipi.-^hips^  that .  are  freighted, 
not  with  Sacks^vb^f  with  Harvefts  of  Corn  j  that 
carry  not  Pipe5,  but  Vintages  of  Wjncf  .that  arc 
laden,  not  with  Bars  oflrpn,  Bloqks  of  Marbje, 
91-  Wedges;  of  Gojd, .  but  with  whole. Q^ar^ies  of 
piafly  Stone,  and.  whole  Mines,  of  .ponderous  Me-- 
tjJ,  All  w^hic.b,  lodged  in  thcfe  volatile  Store* 
^oufesy  and  aftuated  by  the  Breath. of  He;wen^  ave 
wafted  to  t|ie  very  Ends  of  the  Earth :,.  wafted, 
enormous  and  unwieldlya^  theyaxe,  moreexpeditl-* 
oufly  than  the  light  Berlin  bowls  along  the  Rpad-; 
almoftas  fpeedily,  as  the  nimble- footed  JJ^r  bounds 
ov?.r  the  Hills*.  .        ~. 

%  Aftoniihing 

•  A  Ship,  under  a  brifk  aid  fteady  Gale,  will  fail  at: 
the  Rate  of  216  Miles  in  24  Hours :  perfevering,  if  the 
Witid  continues  favourable,  in  the  fame  rapid  Career,  far 
feveral  Days  together.  A  Courfe,  which,  confideriag 
both  its  S^iffne/sdXidL  Duration,  Cannot  be  equaled  hy  the 

ableil 
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Aftonifliing  Ordination  of  eterflal  \ViMom!  Yee 
moft  gracioufly  contrived  for  the  Benefit  of  Man- 
kind !    I  can  hardly  fatisfy  my  View,  in  behold ing^ 
this  rolling  Chaos;  ftrctchcd,  ten  thoufand  Times 
farther,  than  my  Eye  can  reach.     I  can  never  ceafe 
my  Admiration,  in  contemplating  its  amazing  Pro- 
perties.—-That  an  Element,  fo  tmftahU  znAfugitrus, 
fhould  bear  up  fuch  an  jmmenfe  Weight,  as  would 
bend  the  firmeft  Floors,    or  burft  the  ftrongeft 
Beams  ! — That  the  thin  and  yielding   Air  fhoUfd 
drive  on,  with  fo  much  Facility  and  Speed,  Bodies 
of  fuch  exceffive  Bulk,  as  the  Strength  of  a  Legion, 
or  an  Army,  would  be  unable  to  move. — That  the. 
Air  and  the  Water,  afting  in  Conjunftion,  ihould 
carry  to  the  Diftance  of  many  thoufand  Milcs^ 
what  the  united  Force  of  Men  and  Machines,-  could 
fcarcely  drag  a  fmgle  Yard. — Puny  and  defpicable 
are  our  Attempts :  but  great  and  marvelous  are  thf 
Works,   OLORDGOD  Almighty!  IfihoU 
wilt  work y  fays  the  Prophet,  who  or  yv\rxt /hall  lei 
it^f  Neither  the  Meannefs  of  the  Inftrumcnt,  nor 
the  Greatnefs  of  the  Event*    A  Sling  and  a  Stone 
fhall  lay  the  gigaijtic  Bravo  in  theDuft  +.  AnOx-- 
Goad  ihall  do  more  Execution  than  a  Train  of  Ar« 
tillery  J.    Even  a  Worm  Jhall  threfij  th  Motmtains^ 
and  beat  them  finally  and  make  the  Hills  as  Chaff  l^ 
GOD  ALL-SUFFICIENT  is  his  Name, 
and  outjof  Weakncfs  He  maketh  his  Strength  per-  : 
fea.— Q  !  that  We^^  my  dear  Jffajii-^thzt  I  efpeci-.- . 

ally 

ableft  Horfe,  perhaps  not  by  the  nimbleft  Creature  that 
treats  the  Ground. 

•Jf^.  xliii.  13,    f  1  Sa^n,  xyii.  50.     |  Jud£.  iii.  j^. 
y  Ifai.  xlL  14;  15. 
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^aliy — may  be  ftrong  in  the  LORD,  and  in  the 
rower  of  his  Might !  Then  as  the  light  Air  is  riiadf 
to  a£l  with  a  more  forcible  Impulfe^  than  the  mof^ 
vigorous  Engines ;  as  the  fluid  Water  is  made  to 
fuftain  more  ponderous  Loads,  than  the  moft  fub- 
ftantiai  Works  of  Mafonry ;  fo  We,  who  in  Our- 
ieives  are  nothing  but  Impetencey  fliall  be  cnableij 
to  triumph  over  the  Legions  qf  Hell^  and  tread  down 
all  the  Temptations  of  the  World. 

How  are  the  Maririfers  condufled  through  this  //- 
quid  Plairiy  than  which  nothing  is  more  wide,  an4 
nothing  more  wild  ?  Here  is  no  Track  to  be  foUowr 
ed  ;  no  Poft  of  Direftion  to  be  confulted ;  nor  any ' 
Shepherd's  Hut,  where  the  wandering  Traveler 
may  aflc  his  Way,  Yet  the  Voyage  is,  perhaps,  no 
lefs  than  a  thoufand  Leagues.  Are  the  Voyagers 
guided,  by  a  Pillar  of  Fire  in  the  Night,  cr  a  move- 
able Cloud  in  the  Day  ?  As  the  Sons  of  Jacob  and 
Jofeph  were  efcorted  through  the  eaftern  Deferts. 
No;  but  by  a  mean,  contemptible,  and  orhcrwift 
worthlefs  FoJ/iL 

The  Apoltle  James  mentions  it,  as  a  very  ob* 
fervable  Faft;  that  the  Ships,  which  ure  fo  gnat, 
imd  driven  of.  fierce  Winds ^  yet  are  turned  about  -with  a 
very  fmaU  Helm,  whitherfoeyer  the  Governor  lijlefh*. 
Is  it  not  equally  wonderful,  that  they  fh  ulu  be  led 
through  fuc:*  a  pathlefs  and  unmc^'tirable  Wafte, 
by  fo  fmall  an  Expedient,  as  the  Interventioiv^f  the 
iw^ew^t?— Till  this  lurpiuing  Mineral  was  dif- 

coycred, 

•  Jam.  ill.  4« 
t  I  am  aware,  that  other  Expedients  are  uf^fd  K^  (hap-* 
ing  a  proper  Courfe  on  the  Oceau ;  fach  as  making  Ob- 
feirauons^  from  the  San  and  heavenly  Bodic$^  by  mathe- 

inatkaL 
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covered,  and  its  Properties  were  improved,  ^Taviga- 
tion  lay  hi   its  Ctacflfe.     Was,  at  b^rf,  a  Hhere'^i- 
fent,    which  crept  timorpufiy  along    thc'^CJoari?; 
was  obliged'  to  fcetp  wit!hin  fi^h  t  of  the  Sho?ei  ^  i ^9, 
when  once  drWen  out  beyond  the  narrow  §phJrl' oT 
her  Land -marks,  could  neither  afCMaIn  her  Situa- 
tibn,  rfot*  purfue  her  Voyage.     But  this  Gui<i^—- 
tvhen  every  Beacon  on  the  Top  of  the  Hirt^^^js  vai 
tiiflied  from  the  acuteft  Ken-;  where  nothing  buf 
Skiei  kre  fcen  above,  and  Seas  alone  appear  below— 
this  Guide  points  out  the  proper  Paffage.  This  c6m-= 
municates  an  Intelligence,  which  Ihines   clekr   m 
the  thickeft  Darknefs,   and  remains  fteady  in  th^ 
moft  tempeftuous  Agitations.     This    has   givenj 
not  indeed  Birth, .  but  Maturity  to  Navigations 
and  turned  her  fwadling  Bands  into  TFings.     THis 
has  emboldened  her  to  launch  into  the  Heart  of  tHe 
Ocean,  and  Enabled  her  to  range  from  Pole  to  Pole^ 
A  Needle  touched  by  the  Loadftone,  guided  G?- 
tumbm  through  the  Tail  Atlantic^  and  led  Him  to  the 
Difcovery  of  a  new  World.     The-  DireSion  an^ 
Advices  of  this  Ample  Inftrument,  have  opened  for 
cur  Sailors  «  Way  to  both  the  Indies.     And  a  Sea-^ 
Compafs,  which  coft,  perhaps,  no  more  than  half  a' 
Crown,  is  the  Means  of  conveying  into  our  Har- 
bours the  Rarities  ari^    Riches  of  the  Univerfe. 
Thus  does  GOD,  both  in  the  Operations  of  Na- 
ture,- *fld  the Adminiftrationsof  Providence,  accom- 
pKflb  the  moft  import-ant  Ends  by  the  tnoft   inconfi" 
i£^^tf*&  Means.-^-When    the  formidable   Siftra  is' 
..  -•  '       .  • .  ■  .  ■  to' 

lUatical  loftruments.  But  thefe,  I  believe,  are  pnlyrfuln 
ordinate  Aids  to  the  Needle.  The  grand  Regulator  it, 
the  Magnet,  I  have  heiird  an  experienced  Sailor  dc 
clare;  He  .would  rather  be  without  his  ^adrant  than" 
witht)ut  his  Ccmpafs, 


to  be/cut  pff>  th^  Blow  fWl  be  given,  n^t  by- 
{&mQ/^]^mS2j^r^  Champic^,  but  by  the  Hand  of  a 
WoiTMjn*.  WKcn  Jericho  is  to  be  dcmbliihed', 
riiofe  iropr^nible  Fortificatku^is  fliaU  fall,  ttpt^be-- 
jneath  thq  Strpke  of  battering*  Engines,  but  be** 
fore  the  Sjbund  of  Rams  Horns  t«— When  a  hun* 
dred  thousand  Midianties  arc  to  be  routed,  the 
L  O  RD  of  Hofts  will  gain  this  fignal  Viftory,  not 
by  numerous  LegioAs  completely  armed,  but  by  a 
Han^ul  of  Ifraelitesy  accoutered  only  with  Trum- 
pets, Lampsji  aftd  Pitchers  J.— -Who  would  have 
thought,  that  from  the  Root  of  Jfffti  a  Root  out  of 
a  dry  Ground,  fliould  arife  that  great  Tree,  which* 
Jiniches  her  Boughs  unto  the  Sea^  and  her  H$ight  unir 
the  Heavens^  arid  her  Branches  unto  the  Ends  of  the 
Earth  ?  That  the  defpifed  Gtf///^i7»  and  the  Carpcnr 
ter'sSon,lhouldhethe  SAVlOURof  the  Worlds 
and  the  HEIR  of  all  Things?  Nay;  that  a 
Perfon  humbled  like  the  meancft  of  Slaves^  ajnd . 
executed  like  the  viieft  of  Malefafiors;  nai|ed 
to  a  Crofs,  an(|  laid  prpilrate  among  the  Dead; 
that  HE  ihould  reftore  Life  and.  Immortality  to 
jtuined  Sinners ;  fhould  open  the  Gates  of  Grace 
arid  Glory  on  loft  Mankind  ?  That  a  few  illiterate 
Creatures,  taken  from  the  Barge,  the  Oar,  and  the 
Net,  fbould  confute  Philofophers,  and  convert 
Kings,  J  fhould  overthrow  the  Strong-holds  of  Ido* 
latry,  and  plant  Cbrijlianity  on  its  Ruins  F-^This 
is.  a  Gircumftance,  which  though  a  Stumbling- 
block  tp  fomc  People,  has  confiderably  ftr<mgthen- 
cd  my  Faith.  It  is  perfeSly  agreeable  to  the  A  L-  . 
M.IG  HT  Y's  Majiner.  It  is  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak) 
thetdiftinguifcing  Turn  of  his  Hand,  and  the  pecu-! 

'*  Jadg.  iv.  9.        t  Jcfl^- vi.  5.        J  Judg*  rii*  19.: " 
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liar  StfU  of  his.  Works..  .y^^teitQe  ikw  .j^e^mie 
the  charmingly  beauteous  Fk^nsfr?.  Wh^O^;^:  J;}|e, 
magnificent  Myriads  of  tb^Fore^i*  Oaks  {  Wi^iico 
the  boundleft  and  incftuw^k  Storssr  of  the  Hanc^ft  i 
From  rude,  from  foiadi,  al.moA  unooticed  S^^ds  ; 
from  Principles^,  which,  hear  not  thcJcaftPxopor- 
tUm  to  theit  £i&d8.-*-Sefides;.  tbi$  m^d^eis^iti- 
caMy  ipeaks  THE.GOD*  It  Jbnus  O^  ligbf^g 
d9wrf  o/'his  ghrm$  Jrm*^  9^dr  abfobxtely  {ueclwios 
all  the  PretQafiofi3  i%f  ^mtMn  Arrogmce,  or  fioifo 
Fewer.  It  approfijiates^the  Honour  t»  that  Sufirpme 
AG  £N  T^  before  wboni  the  Ee/y^  ami  An  Jkdm%s 
are  both  alike.  All  Mea  tJ9kat  fee  it  muft  oonfeft, 
Tws  RArra  G  QD,  pow».  ^  -  • 

Through  this  Channel,  are  imported  to  ourlll^d 
the  choice  ProduQions,  and  the  peculiar  Trcafurci, 
of  every  Nation  under  Heaven.*  So  that  You  and  I 
can  breakfaft  npon  a  Diffoliition  of  the  ^m^ican 
^erael  ti,  .and  fee  the  rich  nutrimental  Liqugr 
froth  in  our  Cups,  without  ever  tempting  the  foam- 
ing Brine.  Wecaafteepthe  delicately-flavoured 
Chinefe  Leaf,  irx  the  Waters  of  our  own  Well  i  or 
fpend  the  Afternoon  in  our  own  Parlour,  and  be  re- 
galed ^yith  ^n  InfuCon  of  the  finely-fcented  Jra- 
bim  Berry*  We  c;^n  feafon  the  friendly  Bowi  with 
the  Juicea  of  the  prtf«^^,  or  refrefh-  our  clammy 
Palate  with  the  Pulp  of  the  Tqmarin4y  without 
feeliog.tbat  fervent  Heat,  which  imparts  filch  a 
potgnaat  Relifli  to  the  former,  and  give  afevcr- 
cooling  Virtue  to  the  latter.  We  can  pile  upon 
t)ur  Salvers  a  Pyramid  of  Italian  Figs*;  fill  the  In- 

.  ,    ''  , .  '  terftices 

•irai/xx3f.  30. 
.  t  Called  the  Cacoay  which  affords  the  principal  Ingre- 
dient oi  Chocolate tzndLgxo^%  on  a  fmall  Tree  m  Am&tt^i* 


terftices  with  the  SkyHdriedRaiillnfiof  ,^ii^;  and 
form  a  Summit  for  the  iaviting  Stu&ure,  with  the 
P^uia  Nut  of  Akppt.-'^y  this  means,  the  ^aftem 
Spices  exhale  their  Odom^  on  our  Tables ;  and  the 
Weftern  Caqos  trtaksfufe  theif  Sweetnefs  into  our 
Viands*  We  clothe  our  Bodies  with  the  vegetable 
Fleeces  *  of  the  SQUtb,  and  line  our  Ap^pel  with 
,  warm  furry  Spoils  from  the  North.  We  can  wear 
the  Pearl»  piedifbed  in  the  Aby&a  of  the  Berfian 
Gulf;  and  fnlkoa  die  Carpets,  manufa^red  in 
the  DoBiinloQs  of  the  <jr/tfr  A£^;  pet  neither  ex- 
pofe  Ourfelves  to  the  Rage  of.  boifterous  Seas,  nor 
the  more  dreaded  Treacheryof  barbarous  People.>«» 
jin  fliort;  by  this  grand  and  beneficial  Expedient  of 
Navigation,  every  Tide  wafts  into  our  Ports  the 
Wealth  of  the  remotcft  Climes,  and  brings  the 
Abundance  of  the  Univterfct,  to  be  unladen  on  our 
Quays.  Londm  becomes  a  Mart  of  .Nations ;  and 
almoft  every  private  Hpiifc  in  the  Kingdom,  is  em* 
bellifhed  or  accommodated  from  the  four  Quarters 
of  the  Globe. 

jfimp/i  every  private  Hfufe^^ls  not  this  more  1'A.t 
rhetorical  Flourifh,  than  real  Truth  f  Are  not  aU 
the  Advantages  I  have  mentioned,  the  pecuUar  P5;^^ 
tion  of  the  Ri^h^  Is  not  the  Sea,  like  high  Life  and 
the  gay  World,  fomewhat  capricious  and  parttalf 
Bellowing  laviftily  her  Favours  on  the  Wealthy,  at 
the  fanve  Time  that  She  negle£fcs  tbeNcedy f,— -Quit« 
the  Reverie.  Like  her  moft  exalted  yet  mqft  conde- 

Vox.  III.  N  fcending 

•  Cottcftj  which  is  a  Sort  of  Wool,  encompafllng  the 
Seed  of  a  Tree.— Its  Fruit  isof  an  oval.  Form,  about  the 
Size  of  a  Nut.  As  it  npe»s  it  grows  black  on  the  Out^ 
fide;  and,  by  t^c  Heat  c^tiie  Sijn,.  opens  in  fcveral 
places^  difcovering  the  Cotton  through  the  Clefts,  which 
is  of  an  admirable  Whitcncfs.     See  Chamb.  D;^. 
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fcending  GREAT  OR,  She  U  no  RefpeAor  of  Per^ 
fons.  She  deals  out  her  Liberalities  to  All;  to  the 
Wealthy,  fuch  as  are  fuitable  to  their  Circum<* 
fiances;  to  the  Indigent,  fuch  as  arebeft  adapted  ta 
their  Condition.  If  She  ornaments  the  Abodes  of 
the  firft.  She  employs  the  Hands  of  the  laft  $  fur- 
niihes  thifi  with  gainful  Labour,  tlnfi  with  elegant 
Accommodations.  What  a  Multitude  of  ijiduftri*> 
ous  People  acquire  a  Liveiihobd,  by^  preparing  the 
Commodities  intended  for  Exportation  !  And  what 
a  Multitude  of  dextrous  Artificers  maintain  their 
Families,  by  manufa&uring  the  Materials  imported 
from  abroad  I 

It  is  reckoned  a  valuable  Species  ^f  beneficence^ 
to  provide  proper  Work  for  the  Poor*  This  with- 
draws them  from  any  Temptations,  and  preferves 
them  from  much  Wickednefs.  It  Jiinders  tbeiA 
from  being  a  Burden  to  themfelves,  and  a  Nuifance 
to  the  Public.  They  might  otherwife  be  idU^  and 
as  Vermine  on  the  Body  politic :  or  even  mutinous 
and  as  Vipers  in  the  Bowels  of  theNation.  Whereas^ 
by  exerting  themfelves  in  a  due  Subordination,  and 
with  becoming  Diligence,  they  are  the  very  Sinews 
of  the  Community;  pr  like  the  grand  Wheel  in  the 
Machine  of  State,  whofe  incei&nt  Adivity  diftri- 
butes  Plenty,  and  pours  innumerable  Conveniencies 
through  the  whole.— What  a  Mqfter  then,  or  rather 
'what  'tc^jtfefs^  is  the  Sea  \  How  extehfiyfe  her  Cor- 
relpohdejice,  and  how  large  her  Demand  for  Work- 
men \  Into  what  Branch  oi  Trade  does  -flie  iioten- 
terf  What  kind  of  ingrniious  Science^  or.ufirfol 
ToiJ^  does  flie  not  btfricnd  ?  Hdw  many  Millions 
of  boneft,  but  needy  Perfons  are  cngagfid  i|i  Jicr  Sey** 
Vicei  And  hl»^  amply  are  they  Jrepaid  for  thetf 
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PaitiS !  'fhey  thai  go  Jo%vn  to  the  Sea  in  Ships^  andoc^ 
eupy  their  Bujinefs  in  great  Waten^  thefe  Men  fee  thi 
Wm-ks  6f  LORD,  and  his  U^onders  in  the  Deep. 
They  alfo  that  d^VeU  among  their  own  People,  and 
abide  in  the  Villages,  even  they  cn)oy  the  Bounty, 
itid  (hare  the  Advantages  of  the  Ocean.  TIjeyfuck 
pf  the  Abundance  of  the  Seasy  arid  of  Treafures  hM 
in  the  Sand  *.  For,  though  it  is  falfe  Philofophy,  to 
fuppofe  the  Waters  themfelves  ftrained  through  fub- 
terrarieaixJPai&ges,  into  the  inlahd  Countries;  yet 
it  is  an  undeniable  Truth,  that  their  beneficial  if- 
f£^s  are  transfufed  into  every  Town,  every  Hamlet, 
and  every  Cottage. 

Surely,  the  Inhabitants  of  ourlfle,  have  Reafon 
to"  turn  tlie  Prediftion  oiMofeSy  Concerning  the 
Tribe  of  Jofephy  into  a  devout  aiid  gratefjj|l  Acknow- 
ledgment.—J5/^i^//fe£dXZ>  /j  t  our  Land.' 
Bleffed  with  the  precious  Things  of  Heaven^  with  the 
DeWy  and  with  the  Deep  that  coucheth  beneath.  With 
the  precious  Things  brought  forth  by  the  Sun^  and  with 
the  precious  Things  thrufi  forth  by  the  Moon,  With  the 
Mef  Things  ofihe  antient  Mountains^  and  with  the  pre- 
cious Things  of  the  foerlafting  Hills:  and  with  the 
precious  Things  of  the  Earthy  and  the  Pulnefs  thereof  %• 

■—Slay 

•  Deat.  xxxlii.  19^ 

t  Isf  (fo  I  would  tranHate  the  Original)  not  be ;  in  the 
fredi^i'vef  not  precatory  Form.,  This  implies  a  Fulnefs 
of  Faith,  and  diftinguifhcs  Prophecy  frofti  Prayer;  beft 
iaits  the  extraordinary  tlluminatio^  of  ^fi9%  and  does 
jwft  H^DOi^r  to  tl\e  Qipniftpiefjt  S PI BXT. .  '  ..\ 

X  Deut.^xxuif  15,  14,  ^5,  i$.  Here  fecms  to  be  an 
exa£l  Summary,  ana  a  poetical  Defcriptioh  of  the  Riches 
of  Nature.— 2%p  precious  Things  of  Hed<oeni,  or  Rain^ 
nhkh^dcfcends  from:  the  upper ;  and  De^f  which  is 
formed  in  the  loiiwn  Kedons  of  the  FiPsiamebt-^Ti^/ 
K  z  Deep 


19^  TflERoif  ./tf  AsRAsioi      Let:<^ 

T-May  we  alfo  enjoy  $hi  Good-wtll$f  BIM^  tbba 
dwelt  in  ilikBuJb^i  and  the  Grace  of  HIM,  whor 
hung  on  the  Tree  !  May  tl^t  itifnMlGOB  be  imr 
Refuge  \  and  tmderneath  both  Us  mnd  our  Intercfts^, 
m*^  hii  everlafting  Arms  be  fpread  !*«-»Ii«ppy  thea 
writ  Thou  be,  thrice  happy,  O  Ehg^md!  Thy 
temporal  Advantages,  and  thy  ffMritual  Privileges 
oonfidercd,  it  may  truly  be  faid,  f^9j  or  what  Na- 
tion, .  is  Uhi  unto  Thee  ? . 

This  for  my  Countryk  No^w  let  me.wifl^  for  my- 
fclf: 

GOD  rfaUWtfrlds!  Sattrei  and  Supreme  tfTkingi  f 

jFrom  whom  all  Life^  from  whom.Durationfpripg^f  I 

^     Jntenfe 

Peeftbatcouchiibheneatthi  Seas,  Rivers,  Fountains,  Wells, 
wJuchti^  14'  th^  Bofom  of  the  Soil ;  and  are  Sources  of 
Fertility  and  Plenty, — The  precious  Things  brought  forth  by 
tie  Su/if  mud  certainly  denote  the  Her^,  Plants,  Trees, 
and  all  Manner  of  Vegetables^  with  their  refpediveFniitSai 
^^Thc  friciousJfbings  thfkft  forth  by  the  Moou^  may  prot 
babjy  refer  to  the  mineral  Kingdoms)  in  the  Formfitiof^ 
of  which,  that/Rtticr  of  the  r^ight  may  have  aconf!« 
derable  Influence.  The  Moon  is  'confcffedly  the  Parent 
of  Tides  T  and  may  put  in  Motion  thofe  bitaminous  -aadi 
faiine  Fluids^  which,  circulatiag^  through  Uic^  Pores:  Qf 
the  Earth,  a&d  fixing  in  Beds  of  homogeneous  Matter, 
are  fuppofed  to  comnlcnce  Minerals. — As  our  facred 
Philofopher  has  already  fpecified  the  vegetable  Tribes, 
and  (if  J  miftake  not)  the  Beds  of  Foffils,  the  principal 
Things  of  the' i^Quntatns  and  Kills  ^  fhottld  fi  gnify  the  Shfifep, 
Goat^j,  iand  totheirvalnable  Animals,  which  feed  uport 
thofe  vaft  Declivities.  T^efi,  the  precious  ^ingsof  tffk 
Earth,  nfay  expreis  thofe  Herds  of  larger  Cattle,  yrhich 
jiave  th6i# -Pafturage  in  the  Plains,  Valleys,  and  lower 
Grounds.  A  Senle,  which  reeommendi  itfelf' firom  thia 
Con fi deration,  That  the  Wealthy  of  the  Antrents  con- 
filled  chiefly  in  Cattle. — The  Fulneft  thereof^  may  be  ^ 
Kind  of  Recapitulation :  a  comprehcnfive  Term,  in^ 
eluding  the  whole  Produce  of  the'  terraqueous  ^loberj 
the  magfjifant  Liberality  ^  J  E  H  O  V  A  H  to  his  People. 
•Dcut.  xxxzii.  16.. 


Intenfi  0  !  kt  me  for  thy  Glory  ham^ 
NorfrtdtUfs  wtm^my  G^ysand  Montks  r^turtim 
Givt  me  wth  Wonder  tiP  thy  Worhiogkiw^       -  ^ 
Tografptby  Vijion^  ^nd  thy  Truths  to  inow:   ^    > 
OVr  Timers  t€tnpe/tuou$  Ssa  to  n^dt  thyMore^  ,^  ; 
^ofing  thy  Pnaifii  and  all  thy  Grace  adore^    y    X  ^ 
'  When  Seasftmll  rolk  ond  XimeJhaUhfim  more,     i  , 

You  fee,  Afpajioj  I  have  been  fludying  the  Vck 
Jume  of  Nature ;  endeavouring  td  read  fortie  of  its 
capital  CharaSersV  and  learn  fomeiof  its  inftruc- 
tive  Leflbns-  The  Sea  has  been  the  Page.  But; 
how  fuperficial  is  my  Perufal,  aiid  hcfwfcmiy  my 
Knowledge.  Little,  very  littl^  hayp  I  beheld  of 
conceivedi,  relating  to  thofe  Works  of  Wonder, 
which  the  vaft  unfathomable  Deep  contains  *r^tfae 
Plants  it  prbducesj'  and  tjief  Creatures  it  nourifbes 
•^ks  ftupcpdous  Rocks,  rifing  to  the  Skies  5  and 
its  inacceffible  Caverns,  finking  to  the  Center — th^ 
Beds  of  Pearl,  whiehace  its  native  Growth ;  an^ 
the  Loads  of  Gold,  which-  it  has  gained  by  Ship* 
*wreck ;  and  thofe  Heaps  pf  Shells,  which  p^ve  the 
Floor  of  the  watery  Realms  .-^^^fupcffici^I^re  my 
Views  of  CHR  IST\  fo  fcanty  is  ijoy  Acquain* 
^aDce  with  the  Gbfpel. 

.  N  3  '      ;     Yot> 

"*  Should  the  Reader,  defire  to.  fee  tKis  Subjeft,  Qiore 
largely  opened,  and  more  fully  improvedy  J  wC4lld  ttfti 
Hint  to  ContemphuiMs  on  the  Qcean^  lately  pubfiihed  by 
fnyiRgenioQs  and  pious  Friend  Mr.  P;sarsa|.l«  la 
which «  a  refined  Fancy »  and  a  delicate  Philofophy,  com*- 
po&  a  Cha^td63yt«iMf«lical  JXyinity*  tJaiting  (bm^ 
of  their  beautifol  ana  fragrant  Pl^^wers/ to  adora  thf 
Gofpel  of  G  O  D  ow  S A  V I  p  U  R-^tp  quicken  and  re- 
fhs(h  the  Spirits  of  his  People— to  invite  and  win  l))i 
^«rt9^f  the  Pif^dioit. 


f^S  TnzwiOJi  t§  AtPAtio.      htKf  9. 

You,  I  prefnaie,  are  fitting  at  the  Feet  of  that 
Sublime  TEACHER;  and  attending  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  HIS  Mouth,  in  wbMi  ^n  hidaii  th$  Trea^ 
Jures  of  IVifdom  and  Knowledge  *•  Let  me  promife 
myfelf  a  Communication  of  your  Thoughts,  as  I 
have  fj^eely  tranfmittvl  a  Specimen  of  ntifie.  And  I 
will  make  no  Scruple  to  acknowledge  the  Superior!* 
ty  of  the  Exchange  j  that  I  receive 

XpuTf«  Xf^X^^^^*  ixa7o/xS«i*  Ofpio£ai(a¥» 

Or,  as  the  eloquent  ^Vi  fpeaks  j  ForBrafsyouviB 
bring  Gold^  and  for  Iron  you  will  bring  Silver  \ :  ren- 
dering me,  by  this  Intercourfe,  your  more  obUgd^ 
though  it  is  fcarce  poj&ble  for  me  to  be,  more  than  I 
already  am, 

ToUr  affe^i(fndfi 

THIltOI^* 

P,  S.  Monfieur  Pafchat^  who  wis  remaricalily  fond 
of  Brevity y  makes  an  odd  ■  Excufe  for  trant 
grefling,  on  a  particular  Occafiori,  hi^favoiurite  . 
Rule,  He  intrcats  his  Fri^iid  to  pardon  the 
tinufual  Length  of  his  E'piftle,  try*  ajflTurtf^ 
Him,  That  be  had  f0t  TtMto  make  itjhortm.^^ 
1  cannot,  it  n\utt  be  conffeffed,  adopt  this  Phi- 
lofcpher*s  Apology.  For,  I  have  purpofcly 
lengthened  tny  Letter,  with  a  View  of  fettihg. 
In  this  one  Circumftance,  a  Pattern  for  my 
Affafio. 

•Orf.«.  3.  fifti.  Ix.  i> 
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L   E   Ti  T   E   R  ,X 

Asp  AS.i.Cl     A?     T  HJE  R  0«U 

:  T  Thank  you  for  your  Lnur^  becaufe  it  entertains 
-  aria  improves  me.  I  thank  you  for  your  Pojffcripty 
.  bec9ufe  it  is  my  EacOuragetneht  and  my  Apology.^^ 
1  am  fet  down  to  write,  v^ith  a  copious  Stock  of 
Materials.  It  will  be  far  more  difficult  tfo  contrafi^ 
than  to  enlarge.  L  muft  therefore  acknowledge  m;^- 
felf  obliged  to  your  Candour,  for  affigning  me  the 
iofief  Taft.—That  Prolixity,  which,  in  others, 
might  be  ungetiteel  and  faulty ;  is,  in  me^.  aa  hSt 
Af  Complaifance,  and  an  Inftance  of  Duty. 

Though  abfent  from  You,  I  went  with  Vou  in 
your  late  Ramble.  Yourdefcriptive  Pen  has  made 
me  Partaker  of  the  ideal  Delight :  naay  Divine  Grace 
enable' me  to  (hate  in  x\xc  fpiritml  Improvement ! -^ 
For  indeed  the  Fields  of  Nature,  and  the  Scenes  of 
.^Creation;'  t|i<?  wife  Contrivance,  and  beneficial  Or- 
4cr  of  Ae  Univerfe  j  yield  aj^iple  Matter  for  reli- 
gious Improvement.  They  tell  Us  a  thoufand  and 
a  thoufand  animated,  aiFe£ling,  hoble  Things,  con-* 
ceming  the  bleflbd GOD,  and  his  glorious  Perfect 
lions.  Yet  dley;c;aiiiiot  tdl  Us  the  mbl^  Things. 
They  cannot  give  Us  thegrandeft  View  of  the  di- 
vine MAJESTY,  nor  prefcnt  Us  with  the  bright- 
jcft  Pilplay  of  his  Excellencies^  Here  the  whole 
N  4  Creation 


200'       Aspiisrd-/^  TMiR<yfcft-     LcftJ^id^.- 

Crcatiort  fiulters,  or  rtther  txsMFelKnr  ttsliil]>oten-'  * 
cy.  The  Depth  faiibi  It  is  not  in  m\t%  Mki^ibpSmfaiib^ 
It  is  no}  with  me.    It  is  not  to  be  fbund  OA  the  Globe 
of  the  Earth,  nor  to  be  traced- in  the  Circuit  cf^ 
the  Skies.     When  yon  dirplaycd  the  Beauties  of 
the  Morn,   breaking  forth  from  the  Obfcunty  of 
Night  I  when  you  ^opted  that  fine  fpirited  Afpira- 
tion  from  ouf  ptiilofophic  Poet'5  I  ^ould  not  forbesr 
adding— **  ITius  may  the  gradous   GOD,  who 
*'  commandeth  the  Light  to  fliiheottt  of  the  Kfid* 
<«  night  Darknefs/  fhrneinto  our  Hearts  5  andgifre 
*^  that  incomparably  gkrhnis  KpoWedge,  the  Ktew- 
"ledge  of  his  bleffed  S*^EL  F  !  Which,  though  dJf- 
*'  cerhablc  through  all  the  Traftsbf  Creati6ny  4ind 
^^  derivable  from  every  Work  of  hi 5  Almighty  Hind  j 
**  yet  no  where  beams  forth  with  fuch  compkfe^nA 
"  fuch  aikiaUk  Luftre,  as  in  the  Peffon  of  ^:£''^E^-S 
«  CHRIST*:'— VLert  we  behoM  all  the  fubfirae 
Perfeaions  of  thfe  D  E ITY,  hot  on\f  mam&ftcd 
v/ith  inimitable  Splendour,  bwt  operatmg  fdt  our 
ov/n  Advantage.     We  behold  tliem,  asf^^^  fpetksV 
for  our/elves  \\  ^J^d  cannot  but  receiire  iilexpreffibJe 
Refreflimerit  and  Joy  Irom  the  View. 

When  You  walked  beneath  the  Shade  of  thofe 
huge,  horrid,  arid  enormous  Gliffs ;  both  amufed 
and  alarmed,  at  jheir  ftiipendous  Magnltade,  and 
frightful  Irregularity .^ — ^When  You  caft  your  Eye 
vpon  the  fmooth  floating  Expanfe,  which  fpread 
Ufelf  with  bou^j^iffs  and  amazing  Magnitude  ^- 
JoW-^When  You  furiKcyedtbe  lyMiifafurable  Archct 
of  fh^  Sky,  bending|<^th«ir  mijgtey  Bafe  a3l  aiovn^, 
ajid  iaifed  to  inconceivable  Heights  abO^-^Whih 
You  meditated,  in;that  awful  Solitude,  on  thewUd^ 

.  ....  *ft 

•  z  Cor.  iv.  6^'  /  '     f  Jobxix.  tj. 


eft  and  moft  ixu^atfic^nt  Appearances  of  Nature — 
I  j^t  the  £Mne  Kind  of  deyout  Aftomfhment  with 
yonirfdt  Wkile  the  Soul  was  wrapt  inpinjhi  Stil- 
n^Sj  and  phafing  Dread  *,  methought,  I  heard  a 
Voice,  oc  ibmething  like  a  Voice,  £roin  the  iileHt 
Spheres,  >a$  well  as  from  the  founding  Seas.  It 
leemed  to  echo  back,  what  the  Angel,  whom  yobn 
faw  flying  ^tn  the  siidft  of  Heaven,  ooce  prxKlaim- 
eds  ^^  Worfiip  H I  My  who  nuuU  Heaven  and  Earthy 
*'  and  tii  Seuy  and  the  Fountains  of  Water  f.  Wor- 
^^  ibipi.G[im,  wbofh;etched  ou^  that  azure  Pavilion 
^<  wicl^  luch  furpaffing  Grandeur :  who  meaftired 
**)  yonder  World  of  Waters,  in  the  Hollow  of  his 
^^.  Hand :  and  before  whorn^  this  immenfe  Range  of 
^^.  moantainous  Cliffs,  is  but  aa  Dufl^  upon  his 
*^  Scale/'  .  .  .    ^ 

Whea  you  defcribed  the  ^/mal  Situatm  of  a 
Wiretch,  expofed  on  th(e  Edges  of  the  tremendous 
Precipice  s  banging  over  die  ragged  Rocks,  and  the 
iinla^mable  Gulf;,  and  cleaving  only  to  a  flender, 
txeadberous,  breaking  Bough  :  how  hiearUly  did  I 
J€ikn.iii7X>ur  adoring  Acknowkdgments  to  that  kind, 
interpofing,  bleiTei^  Hs^nd,  wbinh  refcued  us  from 
an  infij|itely  more  threatening  and  drea^dfnl  Danger ! 
Refcued  us,  >  as  SktVfSj  fironi  the^jPominion  of  the 
Devil :  fnatchcd  qS;^  as  Brandsy  from  f:hc  inextin- 
guiOiable  BurI^ngs.  And  bid  Us  (O  maryeloust 
.  Superabundant 

*  It  fcems  to  have  been  fudf  a\Kind,  not  of  anxiotie 
bot  of  fledfiigt>ttAAi  wbiclrfeized'tlie  Difeiples^on  the 
Moe^iDf  TraiisfigiuraaoQ7^,4cr#i>7a^,is^e^  fqr  theyy/eie 
ft^e)^  witba  profpundi  but  4€lightful  Awe.  DeltghtfiJ^ 
etherwifc  it  is  n,ot  cafy  to  conceive,  why  Peter  ihouw  pro- 
pose to  SuiTd  ^ahernatkixtktart/  or  how  He  could  wiOi  to 
titetimie  in  thole  Circumftanccs^  Mark  ix.  6. 
f  Rev.  xiv*  7. 


fiipenfiundant  QMdAtTt !)  Ud<Us  foBSstk  the  X^ 
|»^  of  Rigineournefs }  bid  l3$itkhtrit^c'King^/nm 

When  Yottmeatioh  the  paft  IndaleAcb,  and  the 
prefeftt  Fervour  of  your  Prayers^  I  eoutd  not  forbear 
reiterating  mf  Praifes  to  OO  D  on  your  BcfaaHl 
Thifii  a  Proof}  mfitmr^nirm^  thatfoitf  Feet  xre 
in  the  Way  eitcrlaftutg.    For  it  if  written*  TigyjitaU 
.  mme  wkk  fynpingi^md^  uAk  SftppluatidMs.  mill  Ikdd 
thtm*.  TW$  is  the  Workof  the  HOLY  GHOST, 
moving  and  influencing  jour  Heart* :.  Fon  ndiac 
faith  the  Scripture  ?  /  will  pour  upon  thim  ttw^Sfnrit 
rf  Gfitiani  If  Sttfplicmkn  f.  >  Aadiour  fLO  R  D 
Himfelf  mentions  this,  as.  the  Indieatton  of  a  hope- 
ful Condition  r  BdMdl   is  prtiyOb  t^^^^^JtUd' not 
Saul  prayed  before^  Yes;  and  made  longPrayefs 
€6o.    Bat  be  never,  till  diatliilant,  was  fimfitde 
*oftaia  undone  aad  damnabld^^oadi^on.*/:  Kev^r 
med  to  GiOD  fcoBadi&Dep«h$  9(i.his>JQj^fi^ 
or  from  the  Depdis  of  his  fleart«.   Norever^nlj- 
cited  the  Throne  of  Grace,  in^  the  all-prevaUins 
Name  of  JE  SUS.  CHR  IS  r.--His  Prayew,  till 
then,  were,  fomewbat  Itics  the  ^i^x,  ^wtuchfiac* 
tuate in  the  Air,  withoatany  vigiorottsIn^Milfe^^ir 
^my  ^ertabt  Aim.    But,  in^that.^Hour^  th^  wcrp 
-like  the  ArroWy  which  fpring^  from  the  ^xakn&i 
/Bow|  and,  quick  as  Lightning,  ^ies  to  the^Jll^lllE^- 
.-  I  was  pleafcd  to£nd  You>  in  the  Prpcefe  of  your 
Letter,  infenfibly  forgetting  the'^airitife  $  ^jn^fo 
Engaged  by  the  Suhjccl,  that  you  fpoke  not its  the 
Rdater^  but  as  the  BebaUer.'^Thm  may  We  alwajrs 
be  ^ffeacd,  when  We  ftirty  the  Oracles  of  Truth. 
Jtiidy  them,  not  as, cold  unconcerned  Critics,  \fhp 

•  Jcr.  xxxl.  9.      t  Zfch»  aii.  lo,      J  A^six.  ih 


J^epfy  iniereJiid^Mif^^^  Who  arc  par;. 

ticularly  adS^iied  in  eytryExhortation,  and  dire£le4 
i^y^Qviery  Biecept.  ^  WJ)Qi^)|b  tbe  PromireSf  and  t» 
w^om.  belong  the  pr^^J^rivileges.WWhen  We 
are  enabled  thus  to  r^^Snd  appropriaU  the  Con^* 
^entaof  that  tnvalu^leJScrc^  s  then  we  flotall  ^e  the 
Sweetnefe^  and  iisel  tbe]^ower  of  the  Scriptufea^ 
Th6n  We  Ihall  kTOWyrl^pihappiy  Ejcperience,  that 
our  Ditine  MAS  TEJLfs  Words,  ve  «ot  bardy 
Sjounds  andSjUables,  hit  they  art  Spkiif  anitb^ 

I'  was  ftiU  more  agreeably  entertained,  with  ,yo«f 
Pr£htre  of  Ctmtmerce^^i  aa4  your  Difplay  of  the  Ad* 
vantage$,  which  We  receive  from  Nanigatioiu  One 
^Advantage,  however^  I  can  fpecify,  which  is  great-' 
er  than  any,  greater  than  all.  You  have  celebrated. 
An  Advantage,  which  will  enilear  and  ennoble 
Navigation,  fo  long  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  endure. 
The  Gofpel,  my  Friend,  the  Go/pel  of  our  Sal- 
vation, was  conveyed  through  this  Channel,  With- 
out fuch  a  Vehicle,  how  could  that  jneftimabfi^ 
Commodity  have  reached  our  Ifland-  i  Th^  Volume 
that  <;omprizes  it,  and  the  Ereacher  that  publifhdl 
it,  both  were  imported,  both  brought  to  Us  by 
Shipping.  And  may  We  not  &y,  with  the  inrap^ 
tured  Ifaiab  ?  Hdw  kemiiful  are  thi  Frnfifihrn^  that 
bring  gobd  Tidings \  that  pubiijh  PeaaYtlan  hrir^ 
godd  Tidings  af  Goody  that  pitbtifi  Salvation  ^  that  fay 
■wtta  Zhfty  Jhf-  GOD  uiguethf^     It  is  pleafant  to 

hear 
•  Johnvi.  6|. 

t  I/ai^  Hi.  7.  NeT^r  did  Language  befpeak  an  ?»• 
fsftured  Sonl,  more  fignificantly  than  this  facr^d  Excla* 
mation.    The  Prophet  is  all  Wonder  and  all  Joy.    He 

hi 
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bear  t^eir  Voice;  pleaiant  to  cofitediplate    tfa^ir 
Mcfifage  i  and  plcafant  even  to  behold,  the  Ground 
on  which  they  trod,  or  ihp  very  Waves  over  which 
they  failed.-^This  made  the  holy  Prophet  rejoice  ia 
Spirit,  when  he  forefaw  the  cxtenfive  Spread  of  hif 
M  A  S  T  £  R's  Glory,  and  the  certain  Compience- 
-caent  of  our  Happincfs.    This  put  .into  hi$  Mputh 
Aat  affcSionate  and  congratulatory  Addrefe  j  v/hi«h« 
in  a  very  particular  Manner,  is  ,dire£led  to  Us  and 
our  Countryaoen:   Sing  unto  the  LORD  <?  tuw 
Songi  end bU  Praife frwi  the  Ends  of  tht  Earth;  ye 
that  go  down  to  the  Sea^  and  ail  that  is  therein ;  ye 
Ifits^  and  the  Inhabitants  {hereof     Let  the  Wildernefs 
crA  the  Cities  thereof  lift  up  their  Voices  let  the  In- 
habitants  of  the  Rockjing^  let  them  Jhout  from  the  Tap 
if  the  Mountains^  Let  them  give  Glory  unto  the  LORD  | 
emd  declare  his  Praife  in  the  ffiands*^ 

We.:  ' 

is  fd  enamoured  with  his  Subjed,  and  fo  captivated  ^ 
the  Glory  of  the  Go/peU  that  He  can  never  fay  tpf^ 
of  its  Excellencies. — Good  Tidings  ;  the  very  betf>C  I 
'Earth  coold  receive,  or  Heaven  proclaim^    GoodTf^hgt 
of  Good  I  a  moft  comprehenfive  Good  ;  a  ColIe^Uon  of 
t^vexy  Blefling;  or  all   good  Things  in  one.    Puhli/^^: 
Ptacev  Peace  with  GOD,  the  evcrlafting  King;  ,i    ^ 
that  fwect  Peace  of  Cpnfcience,  which  the  whole  '^b 
cannot  give.     Fuhlifi  Sal*vaiion  j  or  that  Gift. of  Rrg^ 
oufncfs  which  is  the  meritorious  Caafe,  to^the^.^ytth 
that  Spirit  of  Liberty  and  Spirit  of  Adoption,  which 
are  the  rich  and  grand  Conftituents  of  Salvation*.    Thai 
fay  unto  Zipn^  Thy  GOD  reigneth^  not  Sioi  and  Satafe, 
not  Luft  and  Appetite,  oppreifive  Tyrants,  and^tt'orfe 
•than  tgyptian  Ta&- Mailers  ;   but  the  All-wife  and  in- 
fimtcly  Gracious  JEHpVAH;     He,  even  He  fet- 
^eih*  up  i^s  "ptflre,  his  peace^,  '■  hir  ipirituah  Kifigdom, 
JjQ  the  JBelicvper's  Heart,  in  the  ^/^/i/^^ations^  ^nii^ 
aU  Lands.  ^  "' ^\?^ 

t-l  '^  Uai.  xlii«    lo,  ii,  la* 


We  read,  in  ^!^iiel^  <it  the  m^  ma£mjk£nt  Pl^ 
\         that  ever  pbughed  the' Seas.     The  IShip-Boards 
*         were  of  the  Fir-Trees  of  Senifj  and  the  Maftj  o^ 
f  the  Cedars  *  of  Lebanon.     Oars  wcte  hewed  froai 

^         the  OaTcs  of  Bajhaiiy  and  Benches  of  Ivory  wer^ 
^  brought  from  the  Ifles  of  Chttiim.    The  fine  Lincit 

!  and  broidered  Work  of  EgypU  floated  to  the  Wind^ 

'  and  formed  the  Sails.     While  Blue  arid  Purple 

'  from  the  Ules  of  EBJkiby  coxhpofed  the  Riggings 

'  and  cioathed  the  Mariners. -JLet'Us  fuppofe,  that 

the  Freight  of  this  jpl'eiwfid  Navy,  was  proportion-' 
€cf,  in  Dignity  and  Value,  to  its  fumptuous  Tack-^ 
I  ling.  '  Yet  how  poor,  how  defpicablc  were  cither, 

were  both,  if  eftimated  with  the  Treafures  of  the 
Gfofpel :  thoK  divine  TreafuYes^  which  fpring  from 
^e  Imputation  of  out  REDEEMER'S  Righte- 
Jfeufncfs  !    And  which  have  much  th£  fame  kindly 
r  Influence  on  religious  Pra^icey  as  Navigation,  with 
all  her  Improvements,   has  iqioii  Traffic.. — Give. 
meleave  to  confirm  this '  Affertioilv  by  f^e^ing  st 
ffeW  Inftantes,  And  applying  them  in  a!  few  Inter- 
rogatories. *     ,  -f* 

One  of  the  Benefits,  proceeding&ora  the  Impu- 
titibh  of  C  HR  IS  Ts  RightiKoufrtefs,  is  ParUof^ 
^Tardbh,  hot/partial^  hut  complete.  A  Parflqn  of 
each  Sin,  be  it  ever  (o  heinous ;  a  Parcfon  of  all  Sia% 
he ^tiey  ever  f6:nuMerHts*  FoMhus  ftiith  <jO D  the 
L  O  R  D,  who  ffti t  bdtii  his  Prophets  and  Apoftle^^ 
preaching  Peac6  by  ^ £  S17S  GHKISt.  luntt 
parJon  alu. their. Imq^kis^f;  ^hirebf  tbr^xlxpjti fmneiy 
md  'vaihenhyyihe^:havt  irtmfgrtgkdMgt^^ 
lekm^  the'  d^Brahlfe'NatuVc*  ti  th^  ^Bl^ng,  4et  X}'^ 

\  ''^ 

\  .♦  Ezek,  xxvli.  5,  £5ff,  t  J«r,  xicxiiL  8. 
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fiep  Indt  into  ^^ Aoniils  of  Hiftory,  and  attend  a 
tnutotouf  unhappy  NoUeman  to  hts^tW&hW'Kxlt. 
His  Body  is  demanded  by  the  Minifters  of  Juftice. 
*Reluaant  %uk  trembling.  He  iir&onduded  td  the 
.  ScaiFoldv    There,  the  alarmed -Criminal  fee$^  the 
mourning  Block.  Sees  the  gKttermg  Ax.    Sees  the 
Coffin  prepared  fot  his  Corps.'   Sees' thoufands  of 
alixtous  SpeAatori  (  waiting,  ^ith  ttgtt  Lbo)^  aild 
throbbing  ilearts^  the  ftitrfttl  Cltaifhfoph^.  '  Itli  k 
Word ;  he  ftet  D«ath  advancing,  ulritb  aSI  the  So- 
kmnities  of  Homnr  and  Vb.-^Tito  dapfetf.     Ttie 
preparatory  Ceremonies  ^re  difpatched;    The  faul 
Period  is  arrived.    No  lon^^  Refptte  caii'  be  aN 
lowedi    He  muft  fubmit  to  immediate  Execution* 
He  proArates  himfelf  to  receive  die  Stroke.     But-^ 
fetzed  with  new  Terr ors,  at  the  poifed  Ax,  and  ap- 
proaching Blow,  He  ftarts  from  the  dangerous  Pof? 
ture.«-«^Ag4n  he  bends>  and  again  fnatches  his  N^eck 
from  the  infpendif^  Edge. — A  third  Time,  He  lifts 
his  pale  Countenance,  to  the  pitying  Crowds,  and 
departing  Light. —Once   more  He  bows  td  the 
Block,  and  once  more  raifes  his  Head,  in  imfifii 
ExpiSation  of  the  Royal  Clemency.— ^At  this  criti- 
cal Inftaiit^  at  this  Moment  of  awful  Sufpcn^e ; 
had  a  Meflfen^er  ai^peafed,  with  a  Shout  of  Joy 
upon  his  Tongue,  and  a  feakd  Pardon  in  his  H&hd ; 
O  !  ho#  tmnfporting  the  News  !  welcome,  inex- 
friffiUy  ^eUonu  dle^  Favour  !--^What  was  denied  to 
bis  paffionate  Defires ;  denied  to  the  importunate 
Solicitations  of  his  Friends  ;  iy  fteely  offered  to  XJi 
in  the  Goi^d  ^(  aHRIST:  vl  ftrdoti  of  ih- 
•linitely  higher   Confequehcc-;   which  obliterates 
Millions  and  MiOlons  of  rebellibiis  ASs  :  which 
ractends  iu  bleiTed  £Se£ts,  not  merely  through  the 
:  .  ..     ^  '"'  '»  ^     little 
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little  Span  ,of  Life*  Iwt  beyond  dbe  Gate*  of  itht 
li^ra^CT^beyond  (be  BouiKUitiev.of  Tane^-Mterongli 

all  %  Ag?5pf  ^tBfnity. ^  -^ 

,    riow  uj^^itiiomabla  is  ^hat  immeafo  Flodd,  ort 
wbich  my  Xhfrm  latdy  ^xercifed  bis  Gontemplarion  f 
The  tpiling;Piuminet?»>  with  all  their  Length  of 
ipord^gp,  ar^unabl^.tojind.  a  Bottom.^    Werethfe 
hugeft  MiU13bQ|ne^  ortb^highefl:  Towers,  or  the 
moft  fpaciousCjties,  caft  into  that  pitMKgtous Gulf^ 
they  would  be  totally  ov^erwhekncdi,  and  irrecovera- 
bly, loft.  Therefore  the  infpired  Prophet^  tafliew 
thct^undlefs  Extent  pf  the  divine  "Merciesin  JESUS 
CHR  is  Ty  and  to  denote  the  Fultufs  i^  their  Par* 
don  whq  are  cleanfed  in  the  R£DE£M£R'a 
JEtlbod)  hath  iUuftratedboth  by  ibiBf  cand  StmiKtudci 
Thou  wilt  ^qfi  dl  tUir&ins  into  ih  Depths  rfthi  Sta^ 
•r^not  ope,  or  a  few,  but  alliYmx  Sins-^not  baareiy 
behind  thy  Bapk,  buj  into  the  5^<?--and  not  lata  the 
ib^Uoiv  Parts,  but  irtt^,  the  vcryrD^tbi  of  the  Oceail 
— fo  that  they  fliall  nev^  rife  up  in  Judgment;  never 
be  taken  notice  of;  joyo,  nor  ever  be  remembered 
anymore.    .  -  -         *      .  >* 

.With  an  Aiipf^Qtal  indenmitf,  let  XJs  |x>iii  it 
thorough  Reftoration  to  f  wtttir.-^If  the  Wrath  of  aa 
^arthly  King  be  as  the  Roaring,  rfa  Lion  f  5?  how  mUcil 
niQ;'e  (r^mendous  i&  His  Indignation,  iv^ho  is  able  t» 
caft  both  Bodyand  Soid  into  H<11 !  If  the  Favour  of 
jin  earthly  Sovereign  be  of  Demupm  the  Grafs ;  ho«r 
ojughmpr^  defir^ble.anddelightfuJ  HISLovingv^ 
):;indnefs,  whonx  all  Things  in  Heaveft  aad  £anii 
obey  !*-By  the  Righi^oufntfs^,of  JEStlSSHRIST^ 
we  are  freed  froipi  all  foreboding  Apprisbicnfiona  ^ctf 
1(be  fonneri  and  eftabUihed  ia  the;  comfortable  PoT^ 
'      -r  .    :     T-*    '  -;         '  ;     i  r  ?.''fci&ott 

.5^   ♦Mic.  vii.*^  -fPwv,  adx.  Wf 
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iefion  of  tlie  latftr.    The  G^pel  renews  ted  rae^ct 
that  joiyfttl  Proclamatioa  of  the  ingelic  Hoft,  JVat 
mEartb^  md  Goodwill U Mm:    GOD   is   iraC 
only '  pacified  tewards  Bdteiwrs,  but  vreil  pleafed 
with  them  in  his  dear  SON.    Wittpleafid^  fays 
the  Pfophet,  pr  his  Rigbtmifmji  fitkt.    Beheld  in 
this  fpotlefs  Robe,  thej  are  the  Objedh  of  bio  «oai« 
pUcential  Delight,  and  He  rejoices  over  them  to 
do  them  Good. 

Na]r>  they  are  made  Children;  $99U  and  Daughigrs^ 
^ftU  LORD  Almighty  \.  And  if  Sons,  then  Heirs; 
Heirs  of  GOD,and  joint  Heirs  with  CHRISTt. 
— *i/i  nuntf  as  nmved  Himy  to  juftify  them  hj  his 
precious  Stood  and  imputed  Righteoufneiii ;  t9  Aem 
gavi  Hi  PotueTi  the  Prerogative  or  Privilege,  t9  it* 
tonu  tbi  S$nstf  GOD  III.    As  verily  and  truly  the 
Sons  of  G  O  D,  as  ever  they  were  the  Children  of^ 
their  natural  Parents. — The  chief  CapUin  men- 
tioned in  the  J£isy   purchafed  his  Freedom  of  the 
Imperial  City  Ronuy  with  a  great  Sum  of  Money  §« 
If  fuch  a  little  tranfient  Immunity,  was  fo  valuable 
in  his  Efteem ;   who  can  cxprefs  the  Worth,  who 
can  conceive  the  Dignity,  of  this  divine  Adoption  ? 
Yet  it  belongs  to  Thofe,   who  receive  the  Gofpel, 
and   are  intercfted  in   C  H  R I S  T.-^Thty  have 
Accefs  to  the  Omnipotent  BEING;   fuch  free 
and  welcome  Accefs,  as  a  beloved  Child  to  an  in* 
4ulgent  Father.    To  Him  they  may  fly  for  Aid,  in 
every  Difficulty ;  and  from  Him  obtain  a  Supply, 
.in  all  theijt  Wants. 

G  QD,  as  the  facred  Charter  runs,  is  rntit 
GOD.    All  his  lovely,  all  his  adorable  Perfec- 
tions, 

•  Lttkeii.  H.      f  ^Cor.vl.  i8.        jRom. viii.  17, 
gJohn>.  12.        t.  Ads  xxii.  js<8. 


J        ^ .  $b AS*  ^e  }W\t  ^orjous.  Imheri taAce,..  afiA  their  ex- 
.   \vhich^.i>ptWng  js^  OTpofllble,   exerts  Jtf^lf  as  tjfieir 

\         _  notkingip  coj^ceali^,  a<S};s  aj5,th^ir..Gi</4^;[,P^ 

^         '  '  Juftice  is  no  longer  an  incenfed *A^4^er(^ry,\demaiul- 
'*  ing  ^Vengeance,  or  jneditating  R.^ftjuft.iQnX  but  a 

'  /aithful  ^uarantee^  to  iyavi4e  for^thprpunQu^l  JEx- 

'  '  station  of  the  R  E  D  E  E  M  E  R*s  Js^>  W^  for 

their  camplete  |;njoyjp©nlrof'  iftj  yajrio^s,  Bleffings. 
—What  a  Privilege, is  this  !  ^athef  Tiybat  \CIuJler 
'  W-  Ef iy UjPg^s , ^  Here .!  Weigh  ti)e  .Kingdoips,,  of  the' 
"Wof Id  i  caft  alj  the  Glprifs  of  ^hgn?  Jntp.the  Scale  i 
anfl  they  will  be  fo,u$id,  wh^n  compared  with  thefe 
divine  Prerogatlves,.,^/wp^/Vr  than  |he  Bubble  that 

'  )i\xx&s^  lighter  than  the  Spark  that  ejcpires. . 

In   the   Gofpelji^  which,  is  the,  Miniftratipn  of 
Righteoufnefs,,  are  given  exceeding  great  and  pre- 

I  ^ious  PromIfe«*      Of  fuch  /f^/a^,  th^t  they  were 

procured  by  the  Blood,  of  CHRIST',  of  fuch 
-Qfrtaintyy  that  they  are  ratified  by  the  Oath  *  of 
JEHOVAH.  So  durable,  that,  though  all  Flefli 
istjrafs,  and  all  the  Goodlincfs  thereof  as.the  Flow- 

[  er  of  the  Grafs,  this  Word  of  our  GO  D  abideth 

for  everf.;  {o^cuium^  that  th^e  are  no  fuch  Cor- 
dials to  revive  our  fainting,  and  no  fugh  Bulwar^i 
to  feciire  our .  indangered  Souls.  .  With  thefe  the 
Bible,  is  as  richly  r^pl^nijb^d,  a$  the  clear  midnight 
Sky  is  befpangled  with  Stars.  .  They  ar^  all  Tea  and 
'Amen,  cbnfigned  over  as  a  fure  unalienable  Portion^ 
to  them  that  are  in  JE^US  .  CH,R  1ST  J.-      ^ 

Another  Benefit,  gjven  ija.confequenc'e  of" the 
R E D E  E ME R's  Rlght^oufnefs,  is ti^fanif^ying 

,  ;  Vol.  in.  O  .  SPIRIT. 

I  •  Hcb.  vi.  17,    ,:  f  xPetgk.  23.       t  ^Cor.  i.  20. 
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SPIRIT.    A  moft  comprehenfive  Blefllng  this  !. 
Our  SAVIOUR  intiaiates,that  k  includes  every  hea-* 
venly  Gift,  is  an  Aflemblage  of  all  good  Things  *• 
t-4t  muft,  doubtlefs,  be  a  fingular  Ccxnfort  to  blin^ 
Barttmius^  when  his  Eyes  were  opened^  and  He 
belieid  the  all^chearing  Light  of  the  Sun  f  !    So, 
and  far  more  comfortable,  are  die  inligbtening  In- 
fluences of  the  SPIRIT;  when  they  fliine  upon 
Us  wretched  C^reatures,  who  fit  in  Darknei«  and  the 
Shadow  of  Death.    When  they  reveal  an  ali-fufi* 
cicnt  S  A  V I O  U  R,  dying  for  our  Sins,  and  rifing 
again  for  our  Juftification.-— -Who  can  imagine  the 
Satisfadion  and  the  Tranfport  of  ^c  Leper ^  when 
He  felt  Himfelf  healed  of  his  inveterate  Difeafe  I 
Felt  the  foothing  Senfations  of  Eafe,  where  Sores 
rankled  and  Pain  raged  !  Inftead  of  infeebiing  Lan- 
gours  and  loathfome  Deformity,  Vigour  braces  his 
Limbs,  and  Comelinefs  blooms  in  his  Couijte^ 
nance  %•    Equally  benign  and  equally  falubrious,  i$^ 
the  regenerating  Agency  of  the  Divine  S  P I R I T^ 
on  our  depraved,  polluted,  fenfual  Hf  inds.*-»How 
iignal  was  the  Recovery,  and  how  welcome  the 
Change  !  When  that  unhappy  Creature,  fo  wildly 
agitated  by  a  mifchievous  Damon^  was  reinftated  in 
the  peaceful  Poflei&on  of  Himfelf  and  his  Faculties  I 
When,inftead  of  unnaturally  cutting  his  own  Fleih, 
or  committing  barbarous   Outrages  on   innocent 
Travelers,-  He  fat  compofed  and  attentive  at  the 
Feet  of  y  £  5 175  Jl  /  Receiving  heavenly  Inftruc- 
tion  from  his  Lips,  and  learning  the  Meeknefs  of 
Wifdom  from  his  Example.     So  falutary  and  bene* 
ficial  is  the  transforming  Power  of  the  HOLY 

GHOST 

•  Compare  Mmti.  vii.  luynthLuAi xi.  15.      f  Mark 
it  %z.        t  Msitt.  yia.  3;  ||  Mark  v.  rs*    ' 
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GHOST  the  Comforter ;  foftening  the  rugged, 
Iweetening  the  morofe,  and  calming  the  paffionate 
•Temper.  — It  is  undoubtedly  the  utmoft  Im- 
provement and  the  higfaeft  Happinefs  of  our  Na« 
turc,  to  have  the  Image  of  the  bleffed  G  O  D  Fe- 
inftamped  on  our  Hearts.  This  is  an  Earneft, 
and  an  Anticipation  alfo,  of  cndlefs  Felicity,  /l 
Bud  which  wHl  open  in  Heaven,  and  fpread  into 
immortal  Glorjr.  A  Dawriy  which  will  fliine  more 
and  more,  till  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  arifes,  and 
brightens  it  into  everlaftin'g  Day.  This  Bud  the 
fandifying  SPIRIT  ingrafts,  this  DsJWn  the 
Grace  of  our  LORD  JESUS  CHRISTdif^ 
fufes,  in  the  barren  and  benighted  Soul. 

In  a  Word ;  receive  this  RighteoufnefS;^  and  You 
have  a  Title  to  all  Bleffings,  whether  they  be  prefent 
or  future,  bodily  or  fpiritual,  temporal  or  cternaU 
Frpm  the  ncceilary  Conveniencies  of  Bread  toeat,  and 
Raiment  to  put  on ;  even  to  the  Crown  of  Glory, 
and  the  Fulnefs  of  Joy.  All  are  dependent  on,  all 
are  connected  with,  our  REDEEMER'S  Righteouf- 
nefe  *.— You  fee  now,  7i/r^w,  That  our  Scheme,  has 
no  Tendency  to  impoverifh  your  fpiritual  Condi- 
tion, or  diminifli  your  true  Riches  :  any  m'&re  thaa 
thofe  Trafts  of  Water,  which  furround  our  Ifland^ 
arc  detrimental  to  the  Wealth  of  its  Inhabitants, 
Detrimental !  No ;  they  are  an  inexhauftible  Source 

O   2  of 


*  This  Rtghteoufnefs  is  ftyled,  in  the  facred  Lan- 


^^--  jujitia  nipn», ^ ™ 

tiam  e/us-^tum  oh  Amplitudinem^  qua  imnibns  PeccatorUus 
xrulentibus  ad  Sahttem  /ufficiat — ium  ob  Efi3a^  quatenu^f 
<omple6litttr  omnia  Jura  ^FiUprum  D£l«  yitai:^o« 
*njf/m  xlv*  24.  ' 
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of  Trcafurc.  They  convey  to  our  Ufe  the  choiceft 
.Accommadations,  and  the  moft  elegant  Delights. 
Such  as  would  in  vain  be  expefted,  if  the  whole 
Ocean  was  converted  into  the  fineft  Meads,  and 
moft  fertile  Paftures.  So— but  to  apply  this  Com- 
parifon,  would  foreftal  your  principal  Queftion, 

*'  Do  nbt  thcfc  Favours,  though  unrpeakabi/ 
•*  precious  in  themfelves,  tend  to  the  Introduftion 
*^  or  Support  of  XJngodlinefs  ?" — Quite  the  Re- 
verfe.  Have  We  Redemption  through  our  &AVI- 
OUR's  Blood,  even  the  Forgivenefs  of  our  Sins  ? 
We  are  redeemed,  not  that  We  may  fink  in  Su- 
pinenefs,  or  launch  into  Licentioufnefs,  but  that 
We  may  be  a  peculiar  People,  zealous  of  good 
Wbrks  *.— Are  We  made  the  ChiUren  of  G  O  D  ? 
Then  let  our  Light  fo  fliine  before  Men,  that  others, 
feeing  our  good  Works,  may  glorify  our  FA- 
T  H  E  R  which  is  in  Heaven  f.  This  is  the 
genuine  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Dodrine,  and  the 
proper  EfFect  of  fuch  a  Benefit. — Are  We  vefted 
with  facred  Privileges  !  Thefe  admonilh  Us,  thefe 
urge  Us,  and  thefe  difpofe  Us,  to  walk  worthy  of 
HIM,  who  hath  called  us  to  his  Kingdom  and 
Glory  J.  Shall  not  the  Citizens  of  Heaven  be  ani- 
mated with  higher  Views,  than  the  Slaves  of  Ap- 
petite, and  Drudges  of  the  World  ? — ^Are  We  con- 
ftituted  Heirs  of  the  Promifes  ?  The  Grace  which 
they  afcertain,  is  intended  to  make  Us  Partakers 
of  a  Divine  Nature  ||  j  and  the  Encouragement 
which  they  adminlfter,  incites  Us  to  cleahfe  Our- 
felves  from  all  Filthinefs  of  Flefn  and  Spirit,  in- 
'  cites  Us  to  perfcdl  Holinefs  in  the  Fear  of  G  O  D  §. 

— Such 

•  Tit.  ii.   14.       t  Matt.  V.  16.       J  iThcfT.  ii,  12. 
*II   2  Pet.  i.  4,  §  2  Cor,  vii.  i. 
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3  -^Such    high  Immunities   are  a  moft  endeiaring  . 

'  Pcrfaafive,   not  to  difgrace,    but  magnify,    hot  to 

*  provoke,   but  pleafe,  their  unfpeakabiy  bcneficeAt 

«  AUTHOR.  ^ 

»  I  might  farther  obferve,  that  HoHnefs  is  one  of  the  * 

iridft  diftinguiflied  Bleflings  in  our  Syftem,     Nay,  • 

!  is  the  very  antral  Bleffing,   to  which  all  the  others 

^  verge  ;   in  which  they  all  terminate. — ^Were  We 

cbofen  from  Eternity  ?  It  was  for  this  Purpofe,  that 
We  may  be  holy  and  unblameable  in  Love  *. — Are 
.  We  called  in  Time  ?  It  is  to  this  Intent,  that  We  may  . 
Ihew  fojth  the  Praifes  of  Him,  who  hath  calkd  Us 
out  of  Darknefs  into  his  marvelous  Light  f . — Are 
We  created  again  in  CHRISTJESUS  ?  It  is,  to 
capacitate  Us  for  acceptable  Service,  and  to  furnifli 
Us  unto  every  good  Work  %.  I  will  put  my  Spirit 
within  Youy  faith  the  LORD.  For  what  End? 
That  Te  may  walk  in  my  Statutes^  and  keep  my  Judg^ 
mentSj  and  do  them  || .  Here  comes  in  my  Theron^ s 
Favourite,  fincere  Obedience.  And  GOD  for- 
bid, that  We  fliould  hold  the  Door,  or.fliut  our 
Arms,  againft  fo  acceptable  a  Gueft  ! — Far,  very 
far  from  difcarding  fmcere  Obedience,  We  would 
only  introduce  it,  under  its  due  Charadter,  and  in 
its  proper  Order.  Under  its  due  Charaiier  5  as  the 
Fruit,  nottheCaufe,  of  our  Intereft  in  CHRI&T's 
Righteoufnefs.  In  its  proper  Order  5  as  following, 
not  preceding,  the  Gift  of  Juftification, 

Thefe  Privileges,  my  dear  Friend,  ar^  falutary, 

as  the  Pool  of  Eethefda  f .     They  are  r^ftorative,  as 

the  Waters  of  Siloam  4-.     Or  like  that  facred  Stream 

flowing  from  the  San^uary ;  which  healed  the  Ri- 

O  3  '  vers,^ 

f  Eph.  i.  4.  t  I  Pet.  ii.  9.  X  Eph.  ii.  lo, 

II  Ezek  v^vi.  zj^       ,§  John  v.  4.         +  John  ix.  7. 
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vers,  httled  the  Sea,  %ni  made  even  the  Defarr 
flomrifli  *.-«-If  Juftification  bj  the  Righteonfnefs  of 
CNR  J  ST  had  a  Tcndcnqr^  to  fiibrcrt  the  Foun- 
dation of  Holiners  ;    to  confirm  the  hypocriticat 
Profeflbr,  in  his  Veg^eSt  of  moral  Duties ;  or  dtT- 
;  courage  the  fmcCTe  Convert  from  the  Purfuit  of 
real  Virtue ;  it  would,  doubtlefs,  be  unworthy  of 
any  Acceptation,  or  rather  worthy  of  univerfal  Ab* 
horrcnce.    But  I  dare  appeal,  n#t  only  to  the  Na« 
ture  of  the  Do<ftrine,  and  the  Reafon  of  Things, 
but  to  the  Experience  of  All ;  yes,  of  all  who  bavt 
iajiei^   that  th$  LORD  is  ^tf«W f*—"  Speak, 
*<  Ye  who  are  enabled  to  believe,  that  G  O  D  is 
^<  reconciled  ;  has  received  the  all^fatisfying  A** 
*<  tonement  t  and  placed  his  S  O  N's  Righteouf^ 
**  nefs  to  your  Account !   That  He  regards  You 
^*  as  his  Children,   and  will  receive  You  to  hia 
«  Glory !— Have  You  not,  under  /tub  Convic- 
**  tions,  felt  your  Hearts  exulting  with  confcioua 
**  Joy  5  and  every  Power  of  your  Souls  fpringing 
<*  forward,  to  glorify  your  heavenly  FATHER 
^*  —-glorify  Him  by  every  Inftance  of  Obedience, 
**  Fidelity,  and  Zeal  ?*' 

Can  fuch  invaluable  Benefits  hlave  a  prejudicial 
tnfluence  on  our  Pra£tice,  if,  to  tbe  Confideratron  of 
their  fuperlative  Worth,  We  add  that  urtequaUd 
Prict^  by  which  they  were  purchafed?— HE  who 
is  high  above  all  Height,  humbled  Himfelf  to  be 
made  of  a  Woman,  and  born  in  a  Stable ;  that 
We  might  >e  adihitted  into  the  Family  of  G  OD, 
and  exalted  to  the  Manfions  of  Heaven.  And  will 
this  great  Humiliation,  which  is  the  Bafis  of  our 
Ha,ppinefs,   prompt  Us  (a  look  down  with  Ctf»- 

_  .  •  B*ek.  xl?ii,  »,  j»  ^      f  iPct.  2.  J. 
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t^mpt  oh.  Othcts^  ist  ^ertsdh  arr$giM  Tfaongllts  ef 

The  ONLY  BEGOTTEN  airftJhe  fapranr 
Deti^  of  thtt  FATHER,  wa&  numbered  ^kisik 
Tranfgreffbrs,  and  tinkei  ^th  Felons ;  that  W^ 
might  be  joined  to*  the  inmlim^drable  Coa^poby  of 
Anj^eh,^  mdf  affixriated  ^kk  Saints  m  Gtory  cvtir-- 
laftmg.  And  Will  ^a^y  One  mak^  tMd  a  Precedent 
•r  a  PleiS^^  fot  ^atiiHgin  fhe  Comfd  ef  iJjfi  VUgoifyi 
for  flanding  in  the  Jt^ay  of  limits  j  m-^ fitting  in  tbw 
Sim  dfibe  Scofrful  *  ? 

All  in<ailAer  of  Evil  Waij  fp&k^h  of  UtA  faUltlef^ 
JESUS;  iAi  hlttkA  Name  Wa«i  vilified  by  hlaf- 
phemin;^  TongUeid,  and  his  Dnbknneabi^  CoiiduA 
Uack^^  #ith  the  fouleft  AfpeHions  $  on  purpofe 
that  We  m^y  he  applauded,  v^hen  We  are  j udged  f 
aftd  eath  he^  thofe  traUfporfing  Words,.  Well 

BrONE  TM'OU   6661^  ANd   FAltHftJt  SERVANT  f  ! 

Will  this  Embolden  Us  to  dijhfimiuf  our  L  O  R  D, 
attd^^^^ou/holy  Profeffibn  ?  Shall  We  from  hence 
\it  inducedto  open  the  Mouths  of  hi^  Enemies,  and 
furniih  them  vnth  Oeeafion  t6  f^eak  reproachfully  \ 
H  E  went,  galled  n^ith  Ae  Laflied  of  the^  Scourge, 
attd  peAeirated  with  the  pungent  Thorns ;  He  wdfAt, 
loaded  with  the  ^^tecrable  Crofs  $9  and  marking,  the 
R6ad  with  his  precious  Blood  \  thus  the  Xing  of 
O  4  Heaven 

*  ffaf.  1.  i.  t  Matf.  XXV.  ii. 

t  yotn  xix.  17.  Should  it  be  objefted,  that  they  coa^ 
pelled  Simon  the  Cyrenian  to  bear  his  Crofs.  I  acknow- 
ledge it.  But  this,  I  apprehend,  was  not  done,  till 
they  perceived  our  LORD  ready  to  faint  under  the 
Load.  Nor  did  his  cruel  Enemies  even  then  difburdeii 
Him,  becauft  they  pitied,  or  purpofed  to  relieve  Him  ; 
but  only  to  referve  Him  for  greater  Ignominy  aai 
fererer  Torment. 
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Heaven  went— Co  his  TTirone  ?  No,  but  to  his  ig-> 
nominious  and  tormenting  Exit :   that  We  may 
enter  into  the  celeftial  Shn^  with  Songs  of  Tri« 
umph  on  our  Lips,  an(f  with  everlafting  Joy  on  our' 
Heads.     Does  this  invite  Us  to  go,  crowned  with 
Rofewbuds,  to  the  Hou&  of  Riot ;.  or  go,  muffled  in 
Difguife,  to  the  Midnigbt^Rivel?  Will  it  not  rather 
incline  Us,  to  fit  down  at  bis  pierced  Feet,  and 
bathe  them  with  our  Tears,  and  take  Delight  *  in  • 
mourning  for  our  crucified  LORD? 

Behold !  He  hangs  on  the  curfed  Tree.  .  There,. 
there  He  hangs ;  rent  with  Wounds,  and  racked 
with  Pain.  He  pours  his  Groans,  and  fpills  his ' 
Blood.  He  bows  his  Head,  his  patient  princely 
Head,  and  dies — ^aftonifhing,  tranfporting  Confide* 
ration  !  He  dies  for  Tiu  !  He  dies  for  Me  /•— ^nd 
will  this  harden  our  Hearts,  will  this  arm  our 
Hands,  to  crucify  Him  afrcfli  by  any  allowed  Ini- 
quity ?  Does  not  Reafon  fuggeft,  and  Chriftianity 
di£iate,  and  all  that  is  ingenuous  enforce,  the 
Apoftlc's  Inference  ?  If  One  died  for  Ally  then  they 
which  live^  Jbould  not  henceforth  live  unto  tbemfelves^ 
but  unto  Him  which  died  for  them  f* 

He  thought  upon  Us,  long  before  the  Foundations 
of  the  World  were  laid ;  He  remembers  Us,  now 

be 

•  The  Sorrow,  arifing  from  fuch  tender  and  grateful 
Views  of  the  crucified  JESUSy  is  tha^  evangelical  godly 
Sorrow,  which  nvorketh  Repentance  unto  Salivation  not  to  he 
repented ofi  2  Cor.  vii.  lo.  And  is  there*  not  Reafon— 
when  We  confider  the  Pains  He  felt,  the  Curfe  He  bore, 
;jnd  the  Blood  He  fhed — is  there  not  abundant  Reafon 
ip  fay,  with  Hcmer^s  afflidted  Hero  ?      '  ' 


-TSxfvttfjita^M  700(0. 

Iliad.  T. 


f  2  Cor.  V.  15,  16, 
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,i         he  is  exalted  to  the  Right-hand  of  the  MAJESTY 

I         in  the  Heavens ;  and  will  never,  never  forget  Us^ 

I  through  all  the  Revolutions  of  Eternity.     And  is 

I  this  a  Motive  to  forget  his  Name ;  to  difregard  his 

P  Word  J  or  to  imitate  the  Ihameful  Neutrality  and 

I  Indifference  of  Gallio  ?  Impreffed  with  a  Senfe  of 

\  Ais   invariable  and   everlafting   Kindnefs,  furely, 

I  We  fliall  declare  Ourfelvcs,  as  thofe  Captives  in  Ba- 

iyii»,  concerning  their  dear  mtxvt  Cityyejufalem: 

If  I  far  get  Thee,  O  bleffed  JESUS,  let  my  Right- 

I  handfarget  her  Cunning  5  if  I  da  not  rememher  Tbee^ 

kt  my  Tongue  cleanse  to  the  Roof  of  my  Mouth  *. 


"Remember  Thee  ! 


Ay,  my  dear  LO  RD,  while  Memory  holds  a  Seat 
In  this  devoted  Breafi — Remember  Thee  ! 
Y^y  from  the  Table  of  my  Memory 
Til  wipe  away  all  trivial  fond  Records, 
Which  Touth  and  Obfervation  copied  there, 
^nd  thy  Remembrance  all  alone  fhali  live 
Within  the  Book  and  Volume  of  my  Brain  f. 

Is  it  poffible,  Theron,  for  the  Contemplation  of 
fuch  Goodnefs,  to  v^reaken  the  Motives,  or  relax  the 
Springs  of  Obedience  ?  As  foon  may  lenient  Balms 
kill,  and  rankeft  Poifons  cure  ?  Is  fuch  a  Belief 
calculated  to  difcourage  Duty,  and  patronize  Liccn- 
tioufnefs  ?  Juft  as  much,  as  verndl  Showers  are 
fitted  to  cleave  the  Earth  with  Chinks,  or  Summer 
Suns  to  glaze  the  Waters  with  Ice. — When  Anthony 
made  an  Oration  to  the  Soldiers,  on  Occafion  of 
Cafar*s  Death ;  when  He  flic  wed  them  their  honour- 
ed Matter's  Robe,  transfixed  with  fo  many  Dag- 

*  gersi 
•  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  5,  6.         fSnAKESPEAR. 
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gers ;  when  He  reminded  them  cf  the  ViAdri«# 
thej  had  won,  under  their  alTaiKntted  Conrnipander; 
when  He  farther  informed  them)  that  their  murd^^- 
cd  General  had  remembered  them  in  hit  tVili— 
had  bequeathed  all  his  fine  Gardens,  and  beautiftil' 
Walks,  to  theirUfe  and  Delight  ;~Heavens !  How* 
they  took  Fire !  Revenge  fparkled  in  their  Eyes  : 
Revenge  fiamed  in  their  Bofom^  :  Revengi  was  alf 
their  Cry.    They  flew  to  the  Honies  of  the  Coii«* 
fpirators  >  laid  them  even  with  the  Ground ;  tad 
had  they  met  with  the  Owners,  Wcmld  hare  tore 
them  Limb  from  Limb. — Some  fach  Refentment 
againft  Sin,    will  a  Senfe  of  our  adored  R  E- 
D  £  E  M  £  R's  Sufferings  excite.   Especially,  wben 
fet  home  by  his  BlefTed  SP IRIT,  and  cohfideifed 
inConne£lion  with  thofe  deteftable  Iniquities,  which 
caufed  them  ;  and  with  thofe  invaluable  Blefllligs, 
which  were  procured  by  them.-— Nothrng,  nothing 
is  fo  cffcdual,  to  beget  the  rtioft  irfecencHeaiU  Ab^ 
horrence  of  all  Urtgodlinefs  ;  to  make  the  Remem- 
brance of  it,  bitter  as  Wormwood  ^  the  Temptati- 
ons to  it,  horrible  as  Hell. 

Let  me  remind  You  of  ait  Incident,  related  by 
foat  favourite  Hiftorian  Xenophon.'-^Cyrus  had  Ukttt 
fcaptive  the  young  Prince  of  Armenia j  together  with 
bis  beautiful  and  blooming  PrinCefs  ;  whom  H^fi^ 
Jately  married,  and  of  whom  He  was  paflloitately 
fond.  When  both  were  brought  to  the  Tribittril, 
Cyrus  alkcd  the  PrinCe;  what  He  would  give,  to  b6 
feinftated.  in  his  Kin^om?-^He  anfWIfrtd,  wiftsn 
Air  of  Indifference ;  «  That,  as  for  his  Crown*,  aiiJ 
^*  his  own  Liberty^  He  Vahicd  them  at  a  V^ry  loir 
M  Rate.     But,  if  Cyrus  would  reftore  his  beloved 

♦^  PiriKca, 


t  ««  FrinceA,  td het  native  Digmtfand  hereditary Pof- 
[  <<  feffiM^y  Ha  Aioiikl  infinitely  jr^oice;  and  w6aM 
I  «^  pay (*is  He  attered  witHTcndcmefi  s»ld  Ardour> 
(  «^  VrouU  trilMagJy  /wsy  bis  Life  f6(  the  Pufctarffe.'*— 
i  Could  fuch  a  I>echifatk>n,  fo  highly  en^earing^ 
I  alknaee  the  Atfe6liohs  of  the  Piinccfi,  or  mduce 

I  Her  to  Vfoiate  her  Fiddliy  ?  Let  her  own  ConA«a 
anfwtr  the  Query.  When  alt  the  Pf ifimers  were 
difmifled  wiA  Frecddm,  it  is  impofSbk  ta  exprefe, 
how  much  they  wercdiarmed  with  their  royal  Bente^ 
faftdr.  Sonne  celebrated  his  martial  Accomfiifii* 
ments.  Some  applauded  hi^  fecial  Virtues.  Al! 
were  prodigal  of  their  Praifcs,  and  laoijb  in  grateful 
Acknowledgments.  And  Vou,  faid  the  Prince, 
(addrefling  himfetf  to  his  Bride)  what  think  You  of 
Cyrus  ?-^I  did  not  obferve  Him,  replied  the  Prin- 
cefc. — Not  obferve  Him !  Upon  wbjrtr  then  was 
your  Attention  fixed  ?— Upon  that  dear  and  generous 
Man,  who  declared,  **  He  would  purchafe  my  Li- 
«*  berty,  at  the  Expence  of  his  very  Life*."-^ 
Was  her  Heart  impreffcd,  were  all  her  Thoughta 
ingrofied  by  that  benevolent  Offer?  And  fliall  oUrs  be 
lefs  afFededwith  the  incomparably  more  tender  and 
endearing  Love  of  CHRIST? — He  was  not  only 
willing,  but  aSiually  laid  down  his  Life  for  Us  % 
z  Life  immenfely  precious,  and  of  higher  Digni- 
ty than  all  Heavens. — He  laid  down  his  Life,  not 
for  amiable  Perfons,  or  worthy  Creatures,  but 
for  vite  Earth,  and  miferable  Sinners.— -JPard^^r-f 
Jkg  thereby  for  Us  and  our  Children,  Privilcgcar 
of  ineftimablte  Worth,  and  of  cverlafting  Dura- 
tion. 

Will 

*  Ejtf  ^9  xav  rt);  ^'vyyiti  m^m^mt  i^fi  ^tf|ft«b  ^»\ltf0'«^  rwSlr^^ 
XiNOjp H.  de  Cjri  Injtit.  Lib,  m. 
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Will  not  fuch  Beneficence,  fo  unmerited,  fo  un-  ' 
equaled,  win  ♦  the  moft  reluftant,  and  melt  the  mcxA 
obdurate  Heart  ?  The  Heart,  which  is  not  wrought:  ^ 
upon  by  this  Miracle  of  Divine  Compaffion,  inufi: 
be  Sceel,  muft  be  Adamant  j  quite  impenetrable, 
and  abfolutely  incorrigible. — "  O  Thou  ever  Blcfl> 
«^  ed,  thou  All- gracious  REDEEMER,  ibf  Lo^e  ta 
♦*  Us  is  wonderful ;  paffing^  I  will  not  fay,  the  Love 
**  of  Wmnen  t*  but  the  Power  of  Language,  and  the. 
*«  Reach  of  Thought !  Who  can  hold  out  againft 
«  fuch  charming  Attrafiives  ?  Who  can  refift  fuch . 
*«.  heavenly  Goodnefs? — ^Only  let  a  Senfe  of    thy 
^^  Love  be  always  warm,  always  operative  on  our 
^<  Minds.-    This  ihall  be  inftead  of  a  thoufand  Ar^ 
^^guments  to  engage,  inftead  of  ten  thoufand  Motvves 
*«  to  quicken  our  Obedience." — Other  Motives  may 
produce  fomc  external  Services,  or  hypocritical  Per- 
form- 
*  Beneficiay  fays  one  of  the'Antients,  qui  zn^enit,  Qm-^ 
pedes  ijtoeniu     Which  fine  Sentiment  may  almofl  ferve  as 
a  Comment,  on  the  beautiful  and  tender  Declaration  of 
G  OD  by  his  Prophet  Hofea\  I drt-w  them  to  Obedience 
tantb  Cords  of  aMan^  wth  Bands  of  Lo^ve,  Chap.  xt.  4. 
H  E  who  made,  and  intimately  knows  our  Frame,  knew 
that  thcfe  Motives  would  be  moft  powerful  in  Operation ; 
moft  powerful  on  Creatures,  capable  of  Love,  and  fufcep-  ' 
tible  of  Gratitude.     Therefore  He  calls  them.  The  Cords 

2f  a  Man, — And  if  2n  Deliverance  from  temporal  Bon- 
age,  if  the  Settlement  of  I/raelmsM  the  Plenty  of  Ca- 
naaxy  conftitutcd  fo  fweet  an  Incitement  to  Duty ;  doubt- 
lefs,  the  everlafting  Benefits  mentioned  by  AfpaRoy  togc* 
thei-  with  all  the  endearing  Circumflances  of  their  Pro- 
curement, mufl  be  abundantly  more  engaging. — May  the 
SPIRIT  from  on  High  rend  the  Veil  of  Ignorance  and 
In/enfibility !  Let  into  our  Hearts  the  Kiiowledgc  and 
Faith  of  thefe  great  evangelical  Truths  1  We  fhall  then 
want  ^o  farther  Demonftration,  either  of  the  Propriety 
of  the  Remark,  or  the  Efficacy  of  the  Principles. 
t  *  Sam.  i.  26. 
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forznances.  Terrors  may  extort  the  Drudgery  of 
the  Hand.  Bribes  may  purchafe  the  Adulation  of 
the  Tongue.  But  this  conciliates  the  Will;  this 
profelytes  the  Affeftions  ;  this  captivates  the  ytrj 
Soul ;  and  makes  all  its  Powers  lih  the  Charzois  of 
J  Amminadib  *,  ready,  expedite,  and  aftive  in  Duty. 
,^  Hearthc  holy  Apoftle,  giving  an  Account  of  Him- 

^  felf  and  his  (piritual  State.  He  fpeajcs  \n  Language 

'  fomewhat  fimllar,  though  greatly  fuperior,  to  the 

-Profeflion  of  the  Armenian  Princefs. — ««  So  great  is 
!  *'  the  Glory,  fo  rich  is  the  Girace,  fo  fuperabiindant 

'  *t  are  the  Merits  of  my  REDEEM  ER,/i&/7//^ 

«  determined  to  k^ow  nothing  but  CHR  1ST  JESUS 
•^*  (ind  Him  crucified^, — Aik  the  fame  zealous  Apo- 
ftle j  JVhat  prompted  Him   to  fiich  indefatigable 
'   ,       Diligence,  and  animated  him  with  fuch  invincible 
'  'Fortitude  ?  Why  did  He  decline  no  Toil,  and  dread 

no  Danger ;  rejoice  in  Tribulation,  and  glory  in 
'Reproach  f;  welcome  Perfecution,  and  defy  Death  i 

This 

^     ^  '      •Cant/vi.  12.  f  »  Cor  ii.  2. 

"  t  That  fupremc  AfFeftion  to  the  hlcKeAjESUS^ 
which  reigned  in  the  Hearts  of  kis  priixutive  Diictples, 
could,  never  have  been  fo  emphatically  difplayed  by  «ny 
Strokes  of  Eloquence,  as  by  their  own  chcarful  and  he- 
roic Manner  of  cxpreffing  themfelves,  with  relation  to 
their  Sufferings. — Far  from  regrettinj^,  /  take  flea/ure 

'  (fays  the  ApoSic)  in  AjjUSiiwx'y  and  embrace  them,  whea 
occurring  in  my  Divine  M  A  S  T  E  R*s  Service,  with  a 
real  Complacency,  lultxtt.  2. Cor.  xii.  10. — T^jou^  adds 

'the  fame  Apo&le,  and  fpeaks  in  a  congratulatory  Strain, 
it  is  gi'uen  {v/cf,?^^)  ^^  ^  dciirable  and  diilinguiAied  Pri- 
vilcgej  to/uffer  in  behalf  of  CHR  IS  T.    Philip,  i.  29.^ 

-St.  Z»/S^,  recording  the  abufive  and  cruel  Outrages,  com- 
mitted on  two  Difciples,  for.  preaching  boldly  in  the 

'Name  of  JESUS,  ufes  a  Phrafe  remarkably  gallant 
and  fpirited ;  They  departed  from  the  Council  rejoicings  •'1 
•xo^iu^^M  olj^ap  &»ii'«*,  that   they  ^jcrt  counted  fwortby  to 

Mir 
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This  is  hit  Rcplf  i^Tht  Lmrf  CHRIST  ofn^ 
^Jtrmnrth  *  nu  %  beareth  me  on,  with  Auch  die 
^  (ame  ftrong,  fteadj,  prevailing  Influence,  which 
«  Winds  and  Tide  exert^  when  they  waft  the  Vef- 
«<  fel,  to  its  deftined  Harbour/' 

Shall  we  hear  what  another  Difciple,  one  of  the 
moft  advanced  Proficientsin  Divine  Love,  Cays  upon 
the  Subje£b  ?  One  who  learned  his  Knowledge,  not 
in  the  School  of  Philofophy,  but  on  his  SAVIOUR'S 
Bofom.    TUsisihi  Lovi if  GODy  that  wt  wali  af- 
Ur  bis  Cmmwdments  f.  Thi^  b  the  natural  Fruit, 
this  the  certain  Cvidence,  of  Love  to  that  glorious, 
tranicendent,  and  adorably  merciful  BEING. 
Wh^t?  Not  that  We  fupinely  M^slkj  much  left 
that  We  profanely  violate,  his  iaceed  Precepts  ;  but 
that  with  AAduity  and  Delimit,  We  make  them 
the  Rule  pf  our  ConduA.**-^iirr#^  edifieAX:  this 
Divine  hom^  far  from  racing  the  Foundations,  £ar 
fcom  demoliihing  the  Stru£hae,  iuiidfA  jk^  |  the 
hit  Fabric  of  univerfal  Godlinefs. 

Let  me  borrow  an  lUuftration  from  jrour  own 

J^etter.    When  a  Pebble  is  caft  into  the  fmooth 

'Canal,  itmoves  the  Center,  and  forms  a  Circle.  The 

firft  creates  a  lecond :  the  fecond  breab  into  a  third : 

they 

/^  Siamei  had  the  H^mo^  of  bdme  wlifie/  and  nr- 
fnfocied,  in  a  Caufe  {o  highly  venerabk.i— 'This  Paffit^ 
u  a  fine  Exemplification  of  the  Figure*  which  lUieton* 
cians  ftyle  Oxym^mm.  I&ra£^P^Didc$  Pmc^m^^SpUu* 
4Hdi  mnd^-^Sfm  btaius  Ftdnert^ttaA  flat,  sndlook  dim, 
upon  the  Compariron*    A^s  v.  41  • 

*  Could  Yott  ftation  a  Coward,  in  the  Midfbef  a  av« 
merous  Armj^  advancing  to  the  Battle  ^  or  rather,  could 
you  place  a  Boat  on  the  impetuous  Catarads  of  ^e  Nth ; 
You  would  ^  what  it  meant  by  die  fignifiamt  Wotd, 
irvtpx^.  2  Cor.  V.  14* 

t  z  John  vir,  6.        {  i  Con  viii.  i*        I  OmA^ 
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they  continue  to  multiply  and  expand  tliemfelves, 
till  the  whole  Surface  is  covered  with  circular  Un- 
dulations. Thus,  the  Lave  of  an  All-gracioui 
REDEEMER  ♦,  yf^^QnJhed  abroad  in  the  Soul  by  thi 
HOLY  GHOST^j  willdiiFufe  itfelf  through  every 
intelleflual  Faculty,  and  extend  to  every  Species  of 
Duty.  Till  the' whole  Heart  is  filled  with  the  Image, 

and 

•  I  cannot  hut  think,  the  Reafoning  is  moch  more  juil» 

and   the  Principle  much  more  efHcapious,  in  Affafio^^ 

Manner  of  ftating  the  Affair,  than  in  the  following  fa- 

xnous  Lines : 

Self-kn^e  butfem^es  the  'virfucus  Mind  to  nvake^ 
As  the  fnudl  Pebble ftirs  the  peaceful  Lake: 
ne  Center  numPd^  a  Circle ftrait  fucceeds. 
Another  ftillj  and ftill  another ffreads. 
Friend*  Paret^^  Neighbour^  firft  it  willembraee. 
His  C^untr^  next,  and  next  all  hunuin  Race: 
Wide  and  mere  nuide  /^'  O'erflewiags  rftbt  Mimd 
Take  every  Creature  in  of  every  Kind. 

Self-love  too  often  a£ts  on  the  AffeAions,  as  a  Blail  oa 
the  Leaves,  Jhri<v!els  and  contrfi^s  them.  But  the  Love  pf 
CHRIST,  like  a  vernal  Sun  on  the  tender  Buds,  opens, 
and  expands  them ;  till  they  become  wide,  as  the  Extent 
of  his  gracious  Redemption;  wide  as  the  Compafs of  hi» 
rational  Creation. — By  Self-love  I  am  almofi  neceffarily 
determined  to  malign  the  Perfons,  who  crofs  my  Incli^ 
natibns,  and  obftrud  my  Interefts.  From  the  Love  of 
CHRIST,  I  have  a  cogent  Reafon,  and  a  moft  pre- 
vailing  Inducement  to  love  my  very  Enemies. — How 
docs  St.  Peter  ahaHze-this  Subjedl  ?  Not  in  Mr.  Pope's,  not 
in  Lord  Bolingbroke^s  Method  Godlinefs^  or  a  fupremr 
Love  to  G  O  D  reconciled  in  C  H  R  I S  T,  He  reprefents 
as  the  Root  or  Trunk :  then  brotherly  Kindnefs,  or  an  af- 
fedionate  Regard  to  Relations,  Friends,  Fellow-ChrilH- 
ansy  as  A>me  of  the  grand  and  mader  Branches  :  after  this 
Charity,  or  a  diffufive  Qood-will  to  all  Mankir.J,  as 
dm  Spread  of  Boughs,  which  complete  and  adorn  the 
Tree,     z  Pet^  i.  7. 

f  Rom.  V.  5. 
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and  the  whole  Behaviour  regulated  by  the  Lavir  of 
the  BIcffcd  GOD.— So  that  I  am  perfuaded,    there 
U  a  .;•  cat  deal  of  Truth  and  Solidity,  as  every  One 
rv  .1  ;! .knowledge,   there  is  a  peculiar  Spirit  and 
Bc-iuty,  in  the  Apoftropheof  our  Poet ; 

.    Talk  thiy  of  Morals  f  O  thou  bleeding  Love  ! 
*     Thou  Maker  of  new  Morals  to  Mankind^ 

The  grand  Morality  is  Love  of  THE  E  ♦. 
'    You  mentioned  the  Loadjlone^  as  moft  iignally  and 
moft  extenllvcly  ferviceable  in  the  fea- faring  Bufi- 
nefs.     Such  is   Faitbj    fo  efficacious,  in  prafUcal 
Chrijlianity, — ^This,  perhaps,   you  think  a  fcanty 
and  defedlive  Principle.     The  Property  of  turning 
to  the  polar  Star,  and  pointing  out  the  northern 
Part  of  the  World,  may  feem  equally  mean  and  in- 
confiderable:     But  as  the  one  is  the  very  Soul  of 
Navigation,  the  other  is  the  very  Life  of  Holinefs. 
—It  is  fomewhat  like  the  Stone,  which  the  Bahy^ 
Ionian  Monarch  faw  in  his  Dream,  cut  from  the  Rod 
without  Hands  f .    Which,  though  defpicable  to  hu- 
man Appearance,  was  mighty  in  Operation  j  de- 
ftroyed  the  fuperb  Statue ;  became  a  great  Moun- 
tain, and  filled  the  whole  Earth.     Thus  will  Faith 
exert  its  kindly, 'yet  triumphant  Energy  ;  to  every 
Corruption,  that  it  may  be  fubdued  j  to  every  Vir- 
tue, that  it  may  be  cheriflied. 

Faith  is  a  real  Perfuafion,  founded  on  G  O  D's 
Word,  and  wroughj:  by  his  SPIRIT,  that  the 
Blefled  JESUS  has  fhed  his  Blood  for  my  Sttis; 
has  fulfilled  all  Righteoufnefs  in  my  Stead;  and  ob- 
tained eternal  Redemption /ir  me  J, 

When 

•  Night-Thoughts,  N°  IV.        +  Dan.  ii.  34. 
t  This  Definition  of  Faith  may  poflibly,  at  the  firft 
View,  di/Tatisfy  and  alarm  even  fome  pious  People;  im- 
plying, 
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When  the  ALMIGHTY  funk  the  Cavities  of 
the  Ocean,  and  repleniflhed  them  with  the  liquid 
Element,  He  provided  an  inexhaiiftible  Source  of 
Moifture,  for  the  Refrefliment  of  every  Animal, 
and  the  Nutriment  of  every  Vegetable.  In  like 
manner,  where-ever  He  works  this  true  Faith,  He 
plants  the  Seed  of  univerfal  Holinefs,  and  provid(!'3 
for  the  Propagation  of  every  Virtue.  This  Peffua- 
fion  of  the  Divine  Good-will,  pacifies  Confcience, 
and  fills  the  Soul  with  Admiration,  Gratitude,  aftd 
Joy.  This  Difcovery  of  our  Pardon  and  perfeft 
Reconciliation  in  the  Bleffed  JESUS,  overcomes 
our  natural  Enmity,  and  excites  a  fervent  Defire  to 
plcafe  our  moft  merciful  FATHER*  In  fliort ; 
this  Experience,  and  thefe  Views,  of  the  abundant 
Grace  of  G  O  D  in  CHRIST,  attrad  and  affinw- 
late  the  Soul ;  turning  it  iilto  bis  amiable  Like- 
nefs  *,  "  as  the  Wax  is  turned  to  the  imprinted 
*^  Seal." — ^What  will  be  the  Language  of  fuch  a 
Perfon  ? 

*«Did  my  exalted  MASTER  empty  Himfdf 
*'  and  become  poor,  that  his  moft  unworthy  Ser- 
*<  vant  might  he  file  J  with  all  the  Fulnefs  of  GOD  f  ? 
♦*  And&all  hot  I  chcarfully  deny  myfelf  theexpen- 
**  five  Pleafures  of  the  Wor\d,  that  I  may  have 

Vol.  hi.  P  «  fome- 

plying,  as  they  apprehend,  too  great  a  Degree  of  ^ 
Jurance.  Bat  if  they  pleafe  to  take  it  in  CoitneSHon^  with 
the  Explanation  and  Adj  ailment,  delivered  in  the  Six- 
teenth Bicdovuey  I  hope,  all  Caufe  of  Difapprobation  or 
Surprife  will  vanifli.  I  flatter  tnyfelf,  that  the  Scnti^ 
ment  will  be  found,  not  only  comfortable  for  the  Sinner, 
tut  agreeable  to  Scripture  j  and  truly  unexceptionahky  as 
well  as  highly  defiratfle. 

•  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  f  Eph.  iii.  19. 
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**  fomcwhat  to  bcftow  on  his  needy  Children  ?— 

«  Has  the  Death  of  CHRIST^  as  a  Punifhrnent, 

**  fattsfied  the  moft  rigorous  Juftice  for  my  Sins  ? 

^*  As  a  Price,  has  it  ranfomed  me  from  the  dreadful 

<<  Damnation  of  Hell  ?  As  a  Sacrifice,  has  it  made 

«  my  Peace  with  GOD  Moft  High?  Shall  I  not 

"  then,  by  thefe  Mercies  of  my  dying  LORD,  (hall 

**-Inot  be  induced  to  prefcnt  all  the  Members  of 

<*  my  Body,  and  all  the  Faculties  of  my  Soul,  as  a 

*«  livitrg  Sacrifice*  to  his  Honour? — Do  I  believe^ 

•«  that  my  SAVIOUR  has  not  only  redeemed  me 

*<  from  the  Curfe,  but  eftabliflied  my  Title  to  all 

*^  the  Blejfingi  included  in  the  Promifes,  and  all  the 

**  Felicity  laid  up  in  Heaven  ?  And  can  I  negled  to 

*^  feek  thofe   invaluable  Bleffings,  or  forbear  to 

<^  afpire  after  this  immenfe  Felicity  ?  Can  I  be  fo 

**  ungrateful  as  to  affront,  fo  infenjible  as  to  forget, 

«  the  infinitely  beneficent  A  U  T  H  O  R  of  both  ? 

«  —Am  I  perfuaded,  that  the  P  RI N  C  E  of  Peace 

*«  is  entered  into  Glory  as  my  Forerunner  f,  and  has 

<<  prepared  Manfions  of  Blifs  for  my  final  Recep- 

<^  tion  ?  Andfhall  I  not  follow  Him  thither,  in  my 

^<  Hopes  and  my  Affedions  ?  Be  as  a  Pilgrim  be- 

**  low,  and  have  my  Converfation  above? — ^Is  not 

,  *«  this  a  moft  fweet  and  effcftual  Method  of  gain- 

**  ing  my  Heart  ?  If  my  Heart,  then  all  my  Powers, 

<*  to  his  bleiTed  Self,  and  facred  Service  ?'* 

Such,  my  dear  Tberony  will  be  iheEffe^s  of  Faiths 
Therefore,  it  is  not  in  vain,  much  lefs  to  the  Dif- 
couragement  of  real  Virtue,  that  the  Scripture  lays 
fuch  a  Strefs  upon  Faith  :  fo  frequently  urges  the 
Importance  and  Neceffity  of  Faith:  reprefents  Faith, 
as  the  pri.xipal  Work  of  the  Divine  SPIRI T,  and 

the 
*  Rom.  xii.  i« ,         f  Heb.  vl.  2o» 


JLct  Id.      AsPASio 7^  Theron.  227 

the  great  Inftrument  of  Salvation.  Becaufc  it  is  a 
furc,  a  fovereign  Means  of  purifying  the  Heart  *, 
and  never  fails  to  work  by  £©v^  f.— Was  Faith,  as 
fome  People  are  apt  to  imagine,  like  a  Candle  put 
under  a  Bufhel,  or  like  the  Lamps  which  burn  in 
Sepulchres ;  it  would  then  be  an  infignificant  La- 
bour to  inculcate  it,  and  no  better  than  an  empty 
Flourifh  of  Words,  to  cekbrate  it.  But  we  are 
infallibly  afllired,  that  Faith  is  a  vitalj  an  operative j 
a  viSforious  Principle. 

CHRIST  isaStore-houfeof  allGood.  What- 
ever is  neceflary  to  remove  our  Guilt,  whatever  is 
expedient  for  renewing  our  Nature,  whatever  is 
proper  to  fit  Us  for  the  eternal  Fruition  of  G  O  D; 
all  this  is  laid  up  in  CHRIST.  And  all  this  is 
received  by  Faith,  for  Application,  Ufe,  and  Enjoy- 
ment.— Faith  therefore  is  a  living  Principle  of  Ho- 
Hnefs,  becaufe  it  poffefles  CHRIST^  and  Life  in 
Him.  Even  as  it  is  a  fure  Means  of  Juftification 
becaufe  it  receives  CHR  IS  7*,  and  Righteoufnefs 
in  Him. — It  is  likewife  as  impoffible,  for  the  Sun  to 
be  in  his  meridian  Sphere,  and  not  to  difFufe  Light  5 
as  for  this  Faith  to  be  exercifed  on  CHR  ISTj  and 
not  to  purify  the  Confcience  and  fandify  the 
Temper. 

When  Zafcheus  believed.  He  became  a  new 
Man :  his  Bowels  yearned  with  Compaflion :  the 
rapacious  Publican  was  a  Friend  to  thq  Needy,  and 
a  Father  to  the  Poor  %. — When  the  Macedonians 
BELIEVED,  how  eminently  was  their  Spirit  enno^ 
bled,  and  their  Praftice  improved  !  Though  prcfled 
with  Affliftion,  their  Souls  overflowed  with  Joy  ; 
and  even  in  the  deepeft  Poverty,  they  fignalized 
P  2  thcm- 

•  Ads  XV.  9.        t  Gal.  V.  6.        %  Luke  xix.  8 , 
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themfelves  by  the  Abundance  of  their  Liberality*. 
---When  the  frji  Converts  b  e  l  i  e  y  E  d,  the  Change 
^n  their  Behaviour  was  fo  remarkable,  the  Holinefs 
of  their  Lives  fo  exemplary ;  that  they  won  the 
Favour,  and  commanded  the  Refpe<ft,  of  all  the 
People  f. — Infhort;  when  Faith  takes  placei  and 
CHRIST  is  applied,  the  Wildermfs  buds^  and tk 
Defert  blojbms  as  a  Rofi.  Ths  lame  Afan  leaps  like  a 
Harty  and  the  Tongue  of  the  Dumb  Jings*  OH 
Things  are  pajfed  away^  behold  all  Thifigs  are  become 

That  my  dear  Xheron  may  be  ejlablijhed  in  Faith, 
^ay  increafe  in  Faith,  may  abound  in  Faith,  is  the 
ipioft  afFedlionate  Wifli,  which  Thought  can  fug- 
geft,  or  Friendfhip  adopt.  May  his  Faith  there- 
fore be  eftablifhed  like  the  Mountain-Oaks ;  in- 
creafe like  the  progrefEve  Stream  j  till  it  fpreads 
and  abounds  like  the  all-overflowing  Flood  %  \ 

I  intended  to  have  clofed  my  Letter,  and  con'= 
firmed  my  Point,  by  a  very  memorable  Story.  But 
however  your  Patience  may  perfevere,  my  Time 
fails,  and  my  Hand  is  weary.  The  next  Poft,  if 
nothing  unexpeded  intervenes,  Ihall  bring  You  the 

Sequel* 

•  Cor:  viii.  2.  Here  is,  efpecially  in  the  Original^  as 
*  fine  an  Jntithejisy  perhaps,  as  ever  was  penned.  Since 
the  preceding  Notes  are  fo  copious,  I  fliall  deny  myfelf 
the  Pleafure  of  particularizing  the  Beauties  of  thisClaufe. 
1  leave  it  to  the  Lover  of  facred  Literature,  to  admire 
'the  Apoftle's  Expreffion,  to  be  charmed  with  the  Spirit 
of  the  Macedonian  Believers,  and  to  derive  from  both. 
Edification  mixed  with  Delight. 

t  Ads  ii.  47. 
X  Thefe  Images  We  may  venture  toflyle  beautiful,  be- 
caufe  they  are  borrowed  from  the  Apbftle  ;  /?e^a»«/xsw»  ir 
TDWifst.  Colfcii.  7     wpojtowt)  TU{  w^^•?^    Phil.  i.  z^,  ujrt- 
fav^mn  vnm.  2  TheiT.-  i.  3. 
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Sequel.  May  it,  when  brought  to  my  Friend,  be 
as  a  Nail fajiened  in  afure  Place^  and  give  the  Rivet 
of  ConviiSion  to  all  thefe  important  Truths  ! — In 
the  mean  Time,  or  rather  at  all  Times,  I  remain 

Cordially  and  invariably  Toursy 

A  s  P  A  s  I  o. 


LETTER      XI. 
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Dwr  Theron, 

pAITH  in  theRighteoufnefs*of  y^'SC/S  CHRIST 
is  a  fundamental  Principle,  in  that  invaluable 
Syftemof  facred  and  divine  Philofophy — The  Gos- 
pel. By  which  the  Heavenly  TEACHER  is 
continually  training  up  Millions  of  rational  atid 
immortal  Creatures,  for  the  true  Perfeilion  of  their 
Nature ;  for  the  final  Fruition  of  their  GOD  ;  or, 
in  other  Words,  for  a  State  of  confiimmate  Happi- 
nefs  and  everlafting  Glory. — In  this  School,  may 
You  and  I  be  humble  Students^  and  daily  Proficients  ! 
While  Others  are  ambitious  of  glittering  Diftinfti- 
ons,  and  founding  Titles,  may  it  be  our  higheft 
Aim,  to  anfwer  the  Charadler — of  BelieversI 
By  this  Charader,  the  Supreme  LORD  diftin- 
guifhes  his  chofen  People,  and  denominates  the 
P  3  Hens 

i.  I. 
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ricirs  of  Salvation. — This  Charaacr  ftands  faireft 
in  the  Book  of  Life,  and  moft  confpicuous  in  the 
Annals  of  Eternity. — This  Charaflcr,  however  ne- 
glefted  or  difefteemed  among  Men,  will  be  re* 
membered  and  had  in  Honour,  when  the  pompous 
Names  of  State/man  and  Generalijftmo  are  known  no 
more. 

As  Faith  is  of  fuch  fingular  and  extenfive  Efficacy 
in  genuine  Chriftianity,  methinks,   I  wojild  have 
all  our  Meditations  terminate  on  its  glorious  Obje£V, 
and  be  calculated  to  invigorate  fo  beneficial  a  Prin- 
ciple.— And  fo  much  the  rather,  as  too  many  of  our 
ingenious  Writers  run  vaftly  wide  of  this  Mark. — 
They  teach  Us  to  admire  the  Magnitude  and  Dif- 
tances  of  the  Planets ;   the  annual  and  diurnal  Re- 
volutions of  the  Globe.     They  call   up  our  moft 
pleafed  Attention  to  the  exaft  Arrangement,  the 
exquifite  Conftru£lion,  and  moft  curious  Operati- 
on, of  every  Wheel  and  every  Implement,   in  the 
Machine  of  Nature.    At  the  fame  Time,  they  more 
than   intimate,   that  this  is  the  brighteft  Mirrour, 
wherein  We  may  contemplate  the  divine  Perfefti- 
.  ons»     This  the  Scene  of  Order,  from  whence  We 
may  derive  the  beft  Rules,  for  harmonizing  the  hu- 
man Mind.     Hence  they  would  animate  our  Devo- 
tion, and  hence  regulate  our  Life.     Not  without 
apparent  Negleft,  I  fear,  with  fupercilious  Con- 
tempt, of  that  moft  illuftriousDifcovery  of  the  di- 
vine Excellencies  ;   which   was  exhibited  to  the 
Children  of  Men,  by  GOD   manifefted  in   the 
Flefh.     Thus  they  difcard  the  Gofpel,  and  would 
.  fupplant  the  bftfled  JESUS;  making  the  Univerfe 
their  Bible,  and  Nature  their  Wifdom^  their  San&ifi-^ 
cation^  their  fiedemption. 
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But,  bleffcd  be  G  OD,  We  have  not  fo  learned 
Philofophy,  We  can  place  her  at  the  Foot-ftool, 
not  on  the  Throne  of  her  LORD^  and  bid  her 
proclaim  his  Honours,  not  ufurp  his  Office.  Let 
Us,  therefore,  when  we  refleft  on  that  ftupendous 
Aft,  the  Creation  of  the  World  out  of  Nothing  ; 
let  Us  remember,  it  was  HIS  Afl:,  who  obtained 
iternal  Redemption  for  Sinners*  When  we  contem- 
plate that  immenfe  Theatre  of  Wonders,  the  Hea- 
vens and  their  fhining  Hofts ;  let  Us  not  forget, 
that  they  are  all  HIS  Work,  who  brought  in  ever- 
lofting  Righteoufnefs  for  the  Ungodly.— Do  We 
turn  our  Thoughts  to  the  Ocean,  that  fpacious  and 
magnificent  Canal,  which  covers  more  than  half 
the  Globe?  It  was  formed  by  HIS  Word,  and 
is  obedient  to  HIS  Will,  who  loved  Us  and 
wajhed  Us  from  our  Sins  in  his  own  Blood*  Do 
We  take  a  View  of  the  Earth,  that  grand  and  inex- 
hauftible  Magazine,  which  furnilhes  fuch  a  Multi- 
plicity of  Conveniencies,  for  fo  many  Millions  of 
Creatures  ?  It  is  all  HIS  Property,  and  wholly  at 
HIS  Difpofal,  who  emptied  *  Himfelf  for  our  Sake, 
and  had  not  where  to  lay  his  Head, — For  thus  f^ith  the 
infpired  Philofopher ;  thus  faith  the  Oracle  of  Re-?- 
velation ;  All  Things  were  made  B  y  Him^  and  F  o  Jt 
Him  f. 

The  great  CREATOR  has  enriched  t\m  habi- 
table Globe  with  a  Profufion  of  Good.  He  has 
adorned  It  with  a  Variety,  a  Regularity,  and  a  Beau- 
ty, which  are  perfeftly  charming.  He  \\2^s  ennobled  it 
with  a  Dignity,  a  Sublimijty^  and  a  Grandeur,  which 
are  at  once  delightful  and  aftoniihing.  In  all  this, 
Reafon  cannot  but  difcern  a  clear  Manifeftation  of 
Power,  a  bright  Difplayof  Wifdom,  and  a  rich 
P  4  ,   Demon- 
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Demonftration  of  Benignity.— rrBut  will  the  CREA-f 
TOR  himfelf  vouchfafe  to  be  made  Flefh;  on 
Purpofe  that  He  may  bleed  and  die  for  his  Guilty 
Creatures  ?  This  is  what,  neither  the  utmoft  Pene- 
tration of  Men,  nor  the  very  fuperior  Intelligence 
of  Angels,  could  ever  have  demonftrated,  difcover- 
cd,  or  conceived.  This  exceeds,  whatever  the  Ele-r 
inents  have  produced,  whatever  the  Sun  has  beheld; 
as  much  as  the  Extent  ar^d  Magnificence  of  the  pla- 
netary Syftem,  exceeds  the  Dimenfions  and  the  Fur- 
niture of  a  Shepherd's  Hut. — To  reveal  this,  is 
the  blefled  Peculiarity  of  the  Gofpel.  To  know 
and  believe  this,  is  the  diftinguifhing  Prerogative 
of  aChriftian.  To  apply  this,  to  ^w^// upon  this, 
to  conneSf  this  with  all  our  Obfervations  of  the  Uni- 
verfe,  fliould  be  the  favourite  and  habitual  Employ 
of  the  Believer.  This  will  improve  Wonder  into 
Devotion,  and  raife  the  Entertainments  of  Science 
into  the  Joy  of  Salvaticm.  This  will  render  every 
philofophical  Speculation  ^  Strengthener  of  our 
Faith;  and  make  the  various  Scenes  of  Nature,  a 
Guide  to  Grace,  and  a  Step  to  Glory.— r When  thi$ 
is  done,  then  all  Things  attain  their  proper  End  ; 
and  as  they  are  by  CHRIST^  fo  they  are  for 
CHRIST. 

But  I  forgetmyfelf,  my  Bufmefs,  and  my  Promife. 
I  am  to  eftablifh  the  Point  by  inconteftable  Fadl, 
not  to  embellilh  it  by  loofe  Harangue,  With  Plea- 
furel  addrefs  myfelf  to  difcharge  the  Obligation;  and 
exemplify,  in  a  very  memorable  Inftance,  th^  Power 
of  Faith  on  religiousVrzi^lce, — From  whence  fliall  I 
fetch  my  Exemplification !  From  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  ?  Here  I  find  one,  moft  con- 
wifely,  and  at  the  fame  Time  moft  forcibly  difplayed, 

Obferyc 
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Obferve  this  Man  in  his  unconverted  State.  He 
ffreathes  out  Threatnings  and  Slaughter  againft  the 
Chriftians.  Can  any  Thing  denote  a  more  iniqui- 
tous and  favage  Temper  ?  The  roaring  Lion,  and 
the  ranging  Bear,  are  gentle  Creatures,  compareS 
with  this  Monfter  in  human  Shape. — Still  the  De- 
fcription  of  his  Barbarity  heightens.  I  was  exceed-: 
ingly  mad  againft  them,  I  compelled  them  to  hlafpheme\ 
and  punifhid  them  in  every  Synagogue,  The  Praftice, 
fiot  of  a  Man,  but'  of  a  Fiend  !  'Tis  the  very  Pic- 
ture of  an  incarnate  Devil. — What  has  this  infer- 
nal Wretch,  that  may  recommend  Him  to  the  di- 
vine Favour  ?  If  ever  there  was  a  Sinner  on  Earth, 
that  had  finned  beyond  the  Reach  of  Mercy,  be- 
yond the  PofBbility  of  Pardon,  furely  it  muft  be 
this  Saul  of  Tarfus. 

But  the  divine  Mercy,  difdaining  all  Limits,  is 
overflowing  and  unmeafurable.  Where  Sin  has 
abounded  like  a  Flood,  divine  Mercy  abounds  like 
^n  Ocean.  The  Favour  of  Man  is  backward  to 
interpofe,  till  fomething  amiable  or  inviting  ap-, 
pears  in  the  Objeft.  But  the  Grace  of  GOD  is 
immenfely  rich  and  infinitely  free.  It  prevents  the 
moft  vile  and  hardened  Rebels.  It  brings  every 
Rcquifite  and  Recommendation,  in  its  own  unfpeak- 
ably  beneficent  Nature.  It  accomplifhes  all  its 
bleffed  Ends,  not  by  any  towardly  Difpofition  in 
the  Sinner,  but  by  that  one  glorious  Righteoufnefs 
provided  in  the  SAVIOUR.— This  overtook  the 
Perfecutor  on  his  Journey  to  Damafcus.  Light  and 
Life  were  poured  upon  Him,  not  from  any  Dawn 
of  Reformation  in  Himfelf,  but  from  a  very  different 
Quarter.  By  opening,  as  it  were,  a  Window  in 
ff  c^ven,  while  He  was  fojourning  even  in  the  Suburbs 

of 
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of  HcH.  Hefaw  that  JUST  O NE.  He  received 
the  incftimable  Gift.  He  was  made  Partaker  of  the 
Salvation,  which  is  in  J  E  S  U  S  C  H  R I S  T. 

See,  now,  what  Ejffi^  this  Faith  has  upon  his 
Conduft.  It  caufes  a  total  Revolution  in  the  Sen- 
timents of  his  Mind.  It  gives  a  new  Biafs  to 
nvery  Faculty  of  his  Soul.  It  introduces  an  ab- 
folute  Change  into  the  whole  Tenour  of  his  Be- 
iiaviour.  As  great  and  marvelous  a  Change,  as  if 
You  Ihould  behold  fome  mighty  Torrent,  turned 
by  the  Shock  of  an  Earthquake  ;  and  rolling  thofe 
Waters  to  ^the  Eaft,  which,  from  the.  Beginning 
of  Time,  had  flowed  inceflantly  to  the  Weft.  He 
adores  that  JESUS,  whom  He  lately  blafphem- 
ed.  He  preaches  that  Faith,  which  He  once  de- 
ftroyed.  And  He  is  ready  to  lay  down  his  Life  for 
thofe  Believers,  whom  not  long  ago  He  perfecuted 
unto  Death. 

It  may  be  faid  j  Is  the  Change  as  laftingy  as  it  is 
furprifing  ?  We  will  only  confidcr  the  converted 
Saulj  in  one  very  remarkable  Point  of  Light. — After 
thefe  Things  were  ^ndedj  fays  the  facred  Hiftorian, 
Paul  purpofed  in  the  Spirit ^  when  he  had  pajfed  through 
Macedonia  and  Achaiay  to  go  to  yerufaleniy  faying^ 
After  I  have  been  there^  I  mufl  alfo  fee  Rome  *.—: 
Who  can  obferve,  and  not  admire,  this  plain  un- 
ambitious Manner  of  relating  a  Series  of  Labours, 
tlie  mod  fignally  fuccefsful,  and  the  moft  exten- 
fively  ufeful  ?  Nothing  in  human  Conduft  ever 
furpaire4  the  Greatnefs  of  the  one,  and  perhaps  no- 
thing in  hiftorical  Compofition  ever  equaled  the 
Simplicity  of  the  Other. 

St. 
*  Atls  xix.  21. 
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St.  Paul  had  already  reduced  Ephefus  and  Afia  to 
the  Obedience  of  CHRIST.  He  had  already 
brought  Macedonia  zni  Achaia  into  SubjeSion  to  the 
Gofpel.  He  had  long  ago  erefted  the  Standard,  and 
fprcad  the  Triumphs  of  Chriftianity,  in  the  Regions 
pf  Arabia.  Yet,  as  if  He  had  hitherto  atchieved 
nothing.  He  bends  his  Forces  towards  JerufaUm. 
Then  he  marks  out  jR^iw^  for  the  Seat  of  his  fpiritual 
Warfare.  After  this,  he  forms  the  fame  beneficent 
Defign  upon  Spain :  including,  in  his  comprehenfive 
Plan,  the  Metropolis  and  the  Boundaries  *  of  the 
known  World. — The  Univerfe  is  but  juft  large 
enough,  to  be  the  Scene  of  his  Aftivity  and  Zeal ; 
He  never  difcontinues  the  charitable  Campaign^  but 
with  the  laft  Breath  ot  his  Life  ;  and  He  fpeaks  of 
this  uninterniitted  Courfe  of  arduous  and  dangejrous 
Services,  as  if  He  was  only  going  to  make  fome 
friendly  Fijit,  or  join  in  a  Party  of  innocent  Plea- 
Jure  \  Afur  I  have  been  at  Jerufalem^  I  muji  alfo  fee 
Rome  t» 

Which 

'  *  Zpain  was  then  fuppofcd  to  be  the  Boundary  of  the 
Weftern^  as  the  Ganges  was  reckoned  the  Extremity  of  the 
£^^r«  World. 

Omnibus  in  Terris  quiejunt  a  Gadihus  u/que 
Auroram  H  Gangen.  Juv.  Sat.  X'. 

t  I  am  quite  charmed,  I  mud  confefs,  with  this  yery 
Jtmple^  but  incomparably  gallant  Manner  of  the  Apoftle's 
fpeaking. '  Far  beyond  all  the  Pomp  of  Panegyric,  it 
diiplays  the  Hero. 

When  a  Handful  of  Spartans  undertook  to  defend  the 
Pafs  of  Thermopylte^  againft  the  whole  Army  of  Perfia  ; 
fo  p]:od]gious,  it  was  reported,  were  the  Multitudes  of  the 
Pirfians,  that  the  very  Flight  of  their  Arrows  would  in- 
tercept the  Shining  of  the  Sun.  Then^  faid  Dteneces  one 
0i  the  Spartan  Leaders,  We  fiall  ha^vs  the  Ad-vantage  of 

fighting 
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Which  of  your  Alexanders^  which  of  your  Cafars^ 
which  of  all  the  Heroes  renowned  in  Grecian  or  jR^- 
man^  Story,  can  vie  with  the  Zeal  and  Magnanimity 
of  this  poor,  defpifed  Tent-maker  I   So  poory   that 

he 

fghting  in  the  Shade, — Juft  before  the  Battle  of  Jgincourt^ 
News  was  brought  to  King  Henry^s  Camp,  that  the 
French  were  exceedingly  numerous.  That  they  would^ 
bring  into  the  Field,  more  than  fix  times  the  Number 
of  the  Englijh  Troops.  To  which  the  brave  Captain 
Gam  immediately  replied,  Is  it  fo  ?  Then  there  are  enough 
to  be  cut  in  Pieces,  enough  to  he  taken  Frifonersy  and  enough 
to  run  a-way, — A  commanding  Officer,  I  think,  among 
the  Royalills,  being  befieged  by  the  parliamentary 
Forces,  was  fummoned  to  furrender  the  Caftle.^  The 
Summons  He  rejeded.  Upon  which,  the  Enemy  threat- 
ened, that,  if  He  perfifted  in  his  Refolution,  the  Walls 
ihould,  without  farther  Delay,  be  battered  to  the  Ground, 
What  if  they  are  ?  was  his  blunt  Anfwcr,  Jam  not  obliged  to 
rebuild  them. — $\r  Thomas  More,  fometime  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England,  fell  into  Difgrace  with  his  Sovereign,  and 
was  committed  to  the  Tower.  On  which  Occafion,  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  made  an  Apology  for  the  Diet, 
Lodging,  and  Accommodations,  as  unfuitable  to  the 
t)ignity  of  fo  great  a  Man.  No  Apology,  Sir,  replies  the 
courtly  Prifoner  :'  /  don't  queftion,  hut  I  Jhall  like  your  Ac^ 
commodations  'uery  njuell.  AndifYjou  once  hear  me  complain^ 
J  giue  You  free  League  to  turn  me  out  ef  Doors. 

Such  calm  Sentiments,  fo  cool  and  fedate  a  Temper, 
amidll  Circumflances  of  the  moft  imminent  Danger  or 
the  greateft  Diftrefs,  .argue  an  uncoiiunon  Fortitude  and 
Superiority  of  Mind.  ~  But,  if  We  confider  the  Nature  of 
the  Apoftle's  Enterprize.;  that  it  was  nothing  lefs  than 
^n  open  Attack  on  the  Empire  of  Satan  ;  a  declared  War 
againft  the  whole  idolatrous  World;  all  which  was  to 
commence  in  Reproach  and  Perfecution  ;  was  to  be  at- 
tended with  Bonds  and  Affliftions ;  was  to*  end  in  Mar^ 
tyrdom  and  Death. — If  We  confider  this,  I  believe, 
nothing  will  appear,  at  once  fo  humble  and  {o  exahed, 
fo  modeft  yet  fo  magnanimous,  as  the  Turn  and  Air  of 
l?is  Expreffion  ;  After  J  have  been  at  Jerufalemi  I  mujl 
alfftfee  Rom^e, 
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he  was  conftrained  to  work  with  his  own  Hands, 
for  a  Morfel  of  Bread  :  fo  defpifed^  that  He  was  f  re- 
<iuently  treated  as  the  OfFscouring  of  all  Things. 
Notwithftanding  all  thefe  Difcouragements,  what 
did  he  not  attempt,  what  did  He  not  accomplifli  * 
for  the  Honour  of  his  M  A  S  T  E  R,  and  the  Good 
of  his  Fellow-creatures  ? — He  embarks  in  a  Shal- 
lop ;  He  has  neither  Shield  nor  Spear  5  yet  he  pur- 
pofes  to  command  the  Ocean,  and  conquer  the 
Globe.  What  Greatnefs  of  Sou!  was  here !  He 
expels  f  nothmg  but  Poverty,  Contempt,  and 
Death ;  yet  .his  Heart  is  big  with  the  Hope  of  en- 
riching, ennobling,  and  faving  Ages  and  Genera- 
tions. What  Benevolence  of  Temper  was  this  !— 
fihould  you  inquire,,  concerning  this  illuftriou^ 
Champion  of  the  Crofs  5  Who  were  his  potent  Auxi- 
liaries ?  None  but  the  Divine  S  P I R I  T.-^What 
were  his  mighty  Weapons  ?  Nothing  but  the 
Word  of  Truth  and  Grace. — /^;wr^  proceeded  tits 
intrepid,  his  enterprizing,  his  all-conquering  Re- 
folution  ?  Only  from  Faith,  a  lively  Faith  ift 
JESUS  CHRIST.  ^ 

This,  I  think,  is  a  fufficient  Confirmation  of  my 
Do£trine. — Neverthelefs  I  have  another  Inftance  to 
produce.  One  that  was  exhibited  in  an  Age,  when 
the  glorious  Objeft  of  our  Faith  fhone  with  dim 
Ltiftre,  and  with  diftant  Beams.     Yet  it  may  juftly 

be 

•  Cl  T«^/«Xo9rpal^wy  av^amv,  faid  King  Jgefilaus,  when 
He  faw  Efami/tondas,  the  Spartan  Hero,  marching  at  the 
Head  of  his  Troops.  But  never  was  there  a  human 
CharaAer,  whom  this  high  Encomium  fo  exaftly  fuited, 
as  the  Charadler  and  Condua  of  the  Apoftle  Paul.  Of 
Him  it  will  be  faid,  and  throughout  all  Generations, 
Wiat kath  GOD  ivrcugJbt  by  this  Man  ! 
f  Ads  XX.  23. 
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be  admired,  and  will  hardly  be  eclipfcd,  by  the  mofl 
inlightened  among  the  Chrj/lian  Saints.— To  keep 
Tou  no  longer  in  Sufpence,  the  Cafe  I  mean,  is  that 
which  Afofes  records,  and  the  Apoftle  celebrates. 
By  FAif  H  Abraham^i  when  he  was  tried^  offered 
up  Ifaac :  and  He  that  had  received  the  Promifes^  offered 
up  his  only  begotten  Son  ♦. — As  this  is  fo  Angular  an 
Example  of  the  efficacious  and  triumphant  Opera- 
tion of  Faith  J  unequaled  in  any  Nation  .  of  the 
World,  or  under  any  Difpenfation  of  Religion; 
You  will  give  me  leave  to  dwell  a  little  on  fome  of 
its  marvelous  Circumftances* 

Abraham  was  an  eminent  and  diflinguifhed  Ser- 
vant of  the  Moft  High  GOD.  Favoured  witl^ 
peculiar  Manifeftations  of  the  Divine  Will,  and  dig- 
nified with  the  honourable  Title  of  his  MAKER'S 
Friend  f*  Yet  even  this  Man,  is  harafTed  with  % 
long  Succeilion  of  Troubles  ;  and,  whicji  was 
reckoned  in  thofe  Ages  the  moft  deplorable  Cala- 
mity, goes  childlefs  %. 

Long  He  waits,  worfhiping  GOD  with  the  moft 
patient  Refignation.    At  length,   an  Oracle  from 

the 

•  Hcb.  xi,,!;.  t  2  Chron.  xx.  7.  Ifai.  xli.  8. 

X  There  was  fe  much  Gall  in  this  Calamity,  that  it 
embittered  ^ev^ry  other  Species  of  Happinefs.  Vifited 
by  this  AfHid^ion,  the  Patriarch  could  taile  no  Joy  in  his 
late  fignal  Viftory ;  all  his  worldly  Profperity  was  in- 
iipid  ;  and  he  feems  to  have  been  incapable  of  reiifliing 
any  other  Comfort ;  ^^at  wilt  thou  gi*ue  me,  feeing  Igo 
dnUlefs?  Gen.  xv.  2. — I  would  intreat  the  Reader  to 
^ke  particular  Notice  of  this  Circumilance.  It  will 
have  the  fame  EfFed  upon  the  Reprefentation  of  Ahra- 
ham^s  Obedience,  and  t$e  whole  Series  of  his  Difficul- 
ties, as  a  magnifying  Glafs  has  upon  the  Objedts  to  which 
it  18  applied. 
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the  LORD  gives  Him  Hope,  gives  Him  Affurancc 
©f  a  Son.  Joyfully  he  receives  the  Promife,  and 
refts  in  humble  £xpe£):ation  of  its  Accompliihment. 
—Several  Years  run  their  Rounds,  but  no  plcafing 
Infant  prattles  in  his  Arms,  or  is  dandled  upon  his 
Knees.  At  laft,'  the  Handmaid  becomes  pregnant. 
But  what  a  Difappointment  was  here  !  This  is  the 
Son  of  the  Bondwoman,  not  of  the  free. 

How  affliding  the  Cafe  of  this  excellent  Perfon ! 
His  Kinsfolk  and  Acquaintance  fee  their  Olive- 
branches,   flourifhing  round   about  their   Tables. 
Even  his   ungodly  Neighbours  have  Children  at 
their  Deilre^   and  leave  the  Refidue  of  their  Sub- 
ftance  for  their  Babes.     But  Abraham^   the  Wor- 
fhiper  of  J  E  H  O  V A  H,  the  Favourite  of  Heaven 
—this  Abraham  is  deftitute  of  an  Heir,   to  fupport 
his  Name,  to  propagate  his  Family,  or  to  inherit 
the  Bleffing. — O  the  Straits  !  to  which  the  Believer 
is  fometimes  reduced  !  How  does  a  fovereign  Pro- 
vidence try  his  Faith,   as  it  were  in  a  Furnace  of 
Fire  !  Not  that  it  may  be  confumed,   but  refined, 
and  come  forth  with  augmented  Luftre  j   to  the 
Praife  of  ever-faithful^  alUfufficient  Grace. 

G  O  D  is  pleafed  to  renew  th^  Grant,  and  afllire 
Him  more  explicitly.  That  Sarah  fhall  have  a  Son. 
But  this  Notice  comes  at  a  very  late  Period  in  Life ; 
when  Sarah  is  advanced  in  Years,  and  too  old, 
according  to  the  Courfe  of  Nature,   to  conceive. 
However,  the  pious  Patriarch  ^^^^^j  not  through 
Unbeliefs  but  hopes  even  againji  Hope* , — Is  it  impro- 
bable ?  Is  it  difSoult  ?  Nay,  is  it  to  all  human  Ap^ 
pearance  impoffible  ?  So  much  the  piore  proper, 
for  Faith  to  cxpcft,   and  for  Omnipotence  to  ac- 
cqmpliih*  . 

•  Rom.  iv*  18,  20, 
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At  laft,  the  Gift,  fo  carncftly  defired,  is  vouch- 
fafed.     Sarah  has  a  Child — a  5tf«— an  Ifaae,     One 
who  Ihould  be  a  Source  of  Confolation  and  Delight 
to  his  Parents  ;  ihould  ///  their  Mouth  with  Laugh- 
ter  *,  and  their  Tongue  with  Joy. — With  tender  Care, 
doubtlcfs,   this   pleafant  Plant  is  reared.     Many, 
Prayers  are  put  up,   for  his  long  Life,   and  great 
Happinefs.     The  fond  Parents  watch  over  Him,  as 
over  the  Apple  of  their  own  Eye.     Their  Life  is 
bound  up  in  the  Life  of  the  Lad  t« — He  grows  in 
Grace,  as  he  grows  in  Stature.      So  amiable  is  his 
Temper,  and  fo  engaging  his  Behaviour,  as  could 
.  not  fail  of  endearing  him  even  to  a  Stranger ;  how 
much  more  to  fuch  indulgent  Parents,  after  fo  long 
a  State  of  Barrennefs,  and  fo  many  Expectations 
fo  frequently  fruftrated.^  «^ 

Now,  methinks,  we  are  ready  to  congratulate  the 
happy  Sire  ;  and  flatter  Ourfelves,  that  his  Tribula- 
tions have  an  End.  That  the  Storms,  which  ruffled 
the  Noon  of  Life,  are  blown  over ;  and  the  Evening 
of  his  Age,  is  becoming  calm  and  ferene. — But  let 
not  Him  that  girdeth  on  his  Harnefsy  hoaji  Himfelfj  as 
He  that  puiteth  it  offX^  Our  Warfare  on  Earth  is 
never  accompliflied,  till  We  bow  our  Head,  and 
give  up  the  Ghoft.  The  Iharpeft,  the  fevereft  Try- 
al  is  dill  behind. 

Abraham  %s  fays  GOD — Abraham  knows  the 
Voice.     It  is  the  Voice  of  condefcending  Goodnefs. 

He 

*  'PfaL  cxxvi.  2.  This  is  the  Import  of  the  Hebrew 
Name  Ifaac,  ^ 

t  Gen,  xliv.  30.  J  1  Kings  xx.  ii. 

§  The  Sentence,  with  which  the  infpired  Hiftorian  in-.  * 
troduces  this  affeding  Narrative,  is  unhappily  tranflated 
in  our  Bibles;  CSninK  HK  TOi  GOD  ^vitemft  Abra^ 

ham% 
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He  had  often  heard  it  with  a  Rapture  of  Delight,— 
Inftantly  He  replies,  ^^  Here  I  am.  Speak,  L  O  RD  5 
*<  for  thy  Servant  is  all  Attention/'  Hoping,  no 
doubt,  to  receive  fome  frefh  Manifeftation  of  the 
divine  Good-willy  to.  Himfelf  and  his  Family ;  or,fome 
new  Difcovery  of  the  Method,  in  which  the  divine 
fpyjom  would  accomplifh  the  Promifes,  /  will  mul^ 
tiply  thy  Seed — /  will  make  thy  Seed  as  the  Dujl  of  the 
Eartb.-^In  thy  Seed  Jhall  all  the  Families  of  the  Earth 
he  blejfid. 

>Take  thy  Son ;  adds  GOD.  And  might  n9t  Abra^ 
ham  reafonably  expeA,  that,  fince  his  Son  was  ar- 
rived to  Years  of  Maturity,  He'fliould  be  direded, 
How  to  fettle  Him  in  the  World  with  Honout  and 
Advantage  ;  Where  to  find  a  virtuous  and  fruitful 
Partner  of  his  Cares,  his  Joys,  and  his  Bed  ? — He 
is  commanded,  not  barely  to  take  his  Son^ .  but  his 
enly  Son  ;  his  Son  Ifaac  ;  whom  He  loved*  How 
muft  thefe  affefting  Images  awaken  all  that  foft. 
Complacency,  and  all  that  tender  Triumph,  which 
are  known  only  to  the  fpnd  feeling  Apprehenfions 
of  a  Parent !  Muft  not  fuch  an  Introduction,  fo  re- 
markably endearing,  heighten  his  Expedation  of 
fome  fignal  Mercy,  to  be  conferred  on  the  beloved 

Vol.  III.  Q^  Youth; 

ham — ^This  Expreflion  feems,  more  than  feems  to  claih 
with  the  Doanne  of  St.  James,  Chap.  i.  ver.  13.  And 
cannot  but  found  harfh  to  thofc  Ears,  which  have  been 
accuftomed  to  underltand  by  Tempter  and  Temptingy  Per- 
fons  utterly  odious,  and  Praftices  extremely  pernicious. 
—Whereas,  the  true  and  natural  Signification  of  the 
Original  is.  He  tried  or  explored.  GOD  founded  the 
Depth,  and  meafured  the  Height  of  his  Servant'a^Faith ; 
in  order  to  credl  an  everlafting  Monument  of  the  vi^o- 
lious  Efficacy  of  this  facred  Principle ;  and  exhibit  an 
jlluftrigus  Pattwn  to  all  thcro,  who  ihguld  Hereafter  be- 
^icve. 
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Youth  *y  and  would  it  not  render  the  Blcffing  pecu- 
liarly acceptable,  more  than  doubly  welcome  ? 

Was  he  not  then  ftartlcd  f  Was  he  not  horribly 
amazed?  When,  inftead  of  fome renewed  Expreffion 
of  the  EHvine  Favour,  He  received  the  following 
Orders.  Take  naw  thy  Son-^thy  only  5tf»— Ifaac— 
whom  Thou  lovejl — and  get  Thee  into  the  Land  of 
Mori  ah,  and  offer  Him  there  for  a  Burnt^offeringy 
upon, one  of  the  Mountains  which  I  will  tell  thee  of*. 
Was  cvqr  Defcription  to  affeding,  or  MeiTage  fo 
alarming  ?  Does  GOD  create  the  Apple  of  the 
Ey%  only  to  be  a,^eath  for  the  Dagger  ?  Does 
He  impart  the  uy^ft  Senfibility,  only  to  inflid 
the  moft  agonizf Jig  Pain  ?  Every  Word  in  this  In- 
junftibn,  foftcns  and  entenders  the  Parent's  Heart; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  iharpens  the  Arrow,  that 
muft  pierce  it  through  and  through. 

Where  now,  Abraham^  are  all  thy  pleafing  Prof- 
pe^ls  ?  How  often  didft  thou  fay,  in  thy  enamoured 
and  delighted  HtzYt ',^^  This  fame  Jball  comfort  Us 
,'*  concerning  our  'Trouble  f.  Many  have  been  my 
*^  Sorrows  ;  but  this  Child,  this  dear  Child,  fhall 
*'  dry  up  my  Tears,  and  bring  me  to  my  Grave  in 
"  Peace." — Alafs  !  this  lovely  Flower  is  to  be  cut 
down,  in  its  faireft  fulleft  Bloom.  All  thy  fliining 
fjopes  arp  ovsrcaft  in  a  Moment.  They  are  cover- 
ed with  Darknefs  and  the  Shadow  of  Death.— But 
let  Us  attend  to  the  tragical  Story. 

Jbrahamy  take  thy  Son.-^Whoy  but  Abraham^  could 
have  forbore  remonftrating  and  pleading,  on  fuch  an 
Occafion  ? — Ananias^  being  charged  with  a  Com- 
miflSon  to  Saul  Vit  Perfecutor,  takes  upon  Him  to 
argue  the  Cafe  with  his  Almighty  SO  VEREIGN- 

.     .  LORD, 
♦  Geu.  xxii.  2.  f  Gen.  v»  29. 
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L  0  JCiy-i  1  have  heard  hy  Many  comernirtg  this  Many 
hsw  much  Evil  Hif  hath  done  to  thy  Saints  at  Jerufalem ; 
and  here  He  hath  Authority  from  the  chief  Pri'ejisy  to  hind 
ail  that  call  upon  thy  Name  *.  It  can  nevef  be  fafe 
or  expedient,  to  prefent  myfetf  voluntarily  before 
Him  J  who  came  hither  breathing  out  Thrcaten- 
ings  and  Slaughter  againft  me.  What  is  this,  but 
to  court  Danger ;  and  run,  with  open  Eyes,  into 
R\iin  ? — Thus  Ananias.  With  how  much  greater 
Appearance  of  Reafon,  might  j#r<!7;&^«i' have  re- 
plied ? 

"  LORDj  have  I  not  already  left  my  Coun- 
**  try  ;  left  my  Kindred  ;  and,  at  thy  Command, 
*<  left  my  Father's  Houfe  ?  And  wilt  Thou  now 
.  **  bereave  me  of  my  Child  ?  Mufl:  I  part,  not  with 
**  fome  admired  Folly  or  darling  Vanity,  but  with 
«^  the  moft  worthy  Objeft  pf  a  rational  AfFedlion  ? 
**  Indeed  with  my  only  remaining  Confolation  ? 

*'  Shall  I  be  deprived  of  riiy  Child,  almoft  as 
**  foon  as  Ihave  received  Him  ?  Didft  Thou  give 
*'  Him,  only  to  tantalize  thy  Servant  ?  Remem- 
*'  ber,  gracious  GOD,  the  Name  he  bears. 
**  How  ftiall  He  anfwer  its  chearing  Import  ?  How 
*'  fliall  He  be  a  Source  of  Satisfaftion  to  his  Parents, 
*^  or  the  Father  of  many  Nations  5  if  Thou  takeft 
**  Hrm  away,  in  his  unmarried  State,  and  the  very 
"  Prime  of  his  Years  ? 

**  If  Sin  lies  at  the  Door,  let  me  expiate-  the 
*'  Guilt.  Let  thoufands  of  Rams,  let  every  Bul- 
**  lock  in  my  Stalls,  bleed  at  thy  Altar.  My 
«  Wealth,  moft  mighty  L  O  RD,  and  all  my  Goods,  - 
"  are  nothing  in  comfarifon  of  my  Ifaac.  Command 
**  me  to  be  ftript  of  my  Poffeffions  j  command  me 

•  AiEt^ix;  13,  14. 
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<<  to  roam,  as  a  Fugitive  and  a  Vagabond  in  the 
**  Earth  j  and  I  will  blefs  thy  holy  Name.  Only 
<<  let  my  Child,  my  dear  Child,  be  fpared. 

**  Or,  if  nothing  will  appcafe  thy  Indignation 
*'  but  human  Blood,  let  my  Death  be  the  Sacrifice* 
**  Upon  me  be  the  Vengeance.  I  am  old  and  grey- 
*'  headed.  The  beft  of  my  Days  are  paft,  and  the 
"  beft  of  my  Services  done.  If  this  tottering  Wall 
"  tun^bles,  there  will  be  little,  or  no  Caufe  for 
*'  Regret.  But,  if  the  Pillar  of  my  Houfe,  and 
*'  the  Support  of  my  Family— if  He  be  fnatched 
*'  from  me,  what  Good  will  my  Life  do  me  ?  O  my 
«  Son  !  my  Son!  would  GOD  I  might  die  for  Thee  ♦. 

**  If  it  muftbe  a  blooming  YoUth,  in  the  Flower 
**  of  his  Days,  be  pleafed,  moft  merciful  GOD,, 
'«  to  feleft  the  Viftim  from  fome  fruitful  Family. 
**  There  are  thofe,  who  abound  in  Children. 
<<  Children  are  multiplied  unto  them  \  and  though 
**  many  were  removed,  yet  would  their  Table  be 
**  full.  There  are  thofe,  who  have  Flocks  and 
**  Herds  ;  whereas,  I  have  only  this  one  little 
**  Lamb  f ;  the  very  Solace  of  my  Soul,  and  the 
**  Stay  of  my  declining  Years.  And  fliall  this  be 
•'  taken  away,  while  all  thofe  are  left  ?** 

Yes,  Abraham ;  it  is  thy  Son,  and  not  Another's, 
that  is  marked  for  the  ViSim. — ^What  Diftrefs,  had 
He  not  been  fupported  by  Faith,  what  exquifite 
Diftrefs  muft  have  overwhelmed  this  afFeftionate 
Parent !  How  could  He  refrain  from  crying  out,^ 
and  with  a  Flood  of  Tears  ? — "  If  the  Decree  can- 
"  not  be  reverfed  j  if  it  muft  be  the  Fruit  of  my 
«  own  Body;  O!  that  JJhmaeU  the  Son  of  the 
«  Handmaid— How  fliall  I  fpeak  it  ?  My  Heart 

«  bleeds. 

*  sSam.xviii^  33.  f  aSam.sdx*  3* 
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**  bleeds  at  the  Thought ;  at  the  Thought  even  of 
**  his  expiring  Agonies,  and  untimely  Death.  But 
**  as  for  J/aaCy  the  Son  of  my  beloved  Spoufe,  the 
"  Son  of  my  old  Age,  the  Crown  of  all  my  La- 
**  hours — How  Ihall  I  furvive  fuch  a  Lofs  ? 

*<  My  Bowels  !  My  Bowels  !  I  am  pained  at  my 
*<  very  Heart.  If  it  was  only  to  difmifs  Him  into 
**  fome  foreign  Country,  and  not  to  fee  his  Face 
^  for  many  Years  ;  even  this  would  be  a  fore 
**  Tryal.  But  to  lofe  Him  by  the  Stroke  of  Death  j 
*«  to  have  Him  cut  off  out  of  the  Land  of  the  Liv- 
**  ing  !  Will  not  the  Blow  that  dilpatches  Him^ 
«  be  fatal  to  Us  both  ? 

**  Yet,  if  He  muft  die,  and  there  is  no  Remedy; 
**  may  He  not  at  leaft  expire  by  a  natural  Diffolu- 
<<  tion  ?  May  not  fome  common  Diftemper  unloofe 
*<  the  Cords  of  Life,  and  lay  Him  down  gently  in 
^<  the  Tomb  ?  May  not  his  fond  Mother  and  myfelf 
*'  feal  his  clofing  Eyes,  and  foften  his  dying.  Pangs 
"by  our  tender  Offices  ?" 

No,  Abraham.  Thy  Son  muft  be  Jlaughtered  on 
the  Altar.  He  fliall  have  no  other  feed  of  Death, 
than  the  Pile  of  hewn  Wood  ;  no  other  Windrng- 
{heet,  than  his  own  clotted  Gore.  The  facrificing 
.  Knife,  and  not  any  common  Difeafe,  (hall  bring 
Him  to  his  End.— And  think  not  to  fatisfy  thy  for- 
rowing  Fondnefs,  by  paying  Him  the  laft  Honours 
of  a  decent  Interment.  It  is  the  LOR  D's  Will, 
that  He  be  cut  in  Pieces ;  confumed  to  Afhes  ;  and 
made  a  Burnt- offering.  So  that  nothing  ihall  re- 
main, to  be  preferved,  or  embalmed.  It  {hall  not 
be  in  thy  Power  to  footh  thy  Grief,  by  reforting  to 
his  Grave ;  and  weeping  at  his  Sepulchre  i  and 
faying — Here  lies  Ifaac. 

0^3  "But 
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«  But  if  all  muft  be  executed 5  GOD  forbid, 
"  that  I  ihould  behold  the  difinal  Tragedy !  If 
**  my  I/aac  muft  be  bound  Hand  and  Foot  for  the 
<'  Slaughter  5  if  He  muft  receive  the  Steel  into  his 
*'  Bofom  ;  and  welter  in  his  own  innocent  Blood  j 
«  O  !  let  it  be  far,  far  from  the  Sight  of  thefe 
«  Eyes !" 

Even  this  Mitigation  cannot  be  granted.  Thou, 
Abraham,  thou  thyfelf  ftiuft  ftand  by ;  muft  look 
on  i  muft  fee  Him  flain. — ^Nay  j  Thou  muft  not 
only  be  an  Eye-witnefs  of  his  Agony,  but  be  the 
Executioner  of  thy  I/aac.  Yes ;  thy  Hands  muft  lift 
the  deadly  Weapon  ;  thy  Hands  muft  point  it  to 
the  beloved  Breaft  j  thy  own  Hands  muft  urge  its 
Way,  through  the  gufhing  Veins,  and  the  fhiver- 
ing  Flefli,  till  it  be  plunged  in  the  throbbing  Heart* 
GOD  will  not  permit  the  Work  to  be  done  by 
Another.  The  Father,  the  Father  muft  be  the 
Murtherer, 

Is  not  the  wretched  Tzthtrjlunned  and  thunder^ 
Jlruck  f  Does  He  not  ftand  fixed  in  Horror,  and 
fpeechlefs  with  Grief.  What  Words  can  be 
mournful  enough  to  exprefs  his  Sorrows  ?  —  To 
murther  a  Son  !  Is  it  not  impious,  execrable,  fliock- 
ing  ?  Nature  recoils  at  the  very  Thought !  How 
then  can  the  beft  of  Fathers  perform  the  Deed  ? 

How  fliall  He  anfwer  it  to  the  Wif«  of  his 
Bofom,  the  Mother  of  the  lovely  Youth  ?  Who 
bore  Him  in  her  Womb ;  who  brought  Him  forth 
with  Pain  ;  and  nurfed  Him  up,  amidft  the  fondeft ' 
Careffes.  Will  She  not  have  Reafon  to  reproach 
Jbrahamy  and  fay  in  the  Anguiih  of  her  Spirit; 
^bloody  Hufcand  haji  thou  been  to  m^."*, 

.    ,  How 

•  Exod»  iv,  2^, 
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How  can  He  juftify  it  to  the  World  ?  They  will 
never  be  perfuaded,  that  the  GOD  of  Goodnefs 
can  delight  in  Cruelty,  or  authorize  fo  horrid  a'n 
A6lion. — Will  they  not  take  up  a  taunting  Proverb, 
"  and  fay  at  every  Turn  ?  "  There  goes  the  Man, 
"  the  Monfter  rather,  that  has  imbrued  his  Hands 
*'  in  the  Blood  of  his  own  Son  !  This  is  He  that 
'*  pretends  to  Piety  5  and  yet  could  be  fo  favage, 
"  as  to  aflaffinate,  cooly  and  deliberately  aflaffinate 
"  an  only  Child  !"— Might  not  Thoufands  of  fuch 
Confiderations,  croud  into  his  Thoughts,  and  rack 
his  very  Soul  ? 

But  G  O  D  is  unchangeable.  Pofitive  is  his 
Word,  and  muft  be  obeyed.  Obelyed  immediately 
too.  Take  now  thy  Son.  The  L  O  R  D's  Com- 
mand requireth  Speed.  No  Time  is  to  be  loft.  In 
bidding  Adieu  to  his  Relations,  or  in  fruitlefs  Sup- 
plications for  revoking  tlie  Doom. — Prodigious 
Tryal !  Was  ever  Precept  like  this  Precept  ? — Yet, 
when  JEHOVAH  enjoins,  to  deliberate,  is 
Difloyalty;  to  difpute,  is  Rebellion. 

This  the  Patriarch  knew.  Therefore  He  waits 
not  for  a  fecond  Injunfilion. — ^He  knew  alfo,  that 
Obedience  is  no  Obedience,  unlefs  itht willing 2LnA 
chearfuU  Therefore  He  confults  not  with  Flefh 
and  Blood.  He  is  deaf  to  the  Arguings  of  cartial 
Reafon,  and  regards  not  the  Yearnings  of  paternal 
ASeAion.  But,  without  a  murmuring  Word, 
without  a  Moment's  Delay,  fete  forward  on  his 
Journey.  Not  fo  much  as  betraying  the  leaft  Un- 
cafmefs,  to  alarm  his  Wife ;  nor  heaving  the  leaft 
Sigh,  to  create  Sufpicion  in  his  Attendants.' 

And  canft  thou,  Abraham^  canft  thou  perfift  in  thy 

Purpofc  ?  Can  thy  Heart  firmly  refolvc,  can  thy  Hand 

0^4  fteadily 
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fteadily  execute  ?  Execute  this  inexprcffibly  fcverc 
Ta(k  ? — Is  not  this  Child  the  Heir  of  the  Promife^^ 
both  temporal,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  ? — Is  not  the 
great  MESSIAH,  whofe  Day  thou  haft  (o  paffion- 
ately  defired  to  fee  ;  whofe  Perfon  is  the  Hope  of  all 
the  Ends  of  the  Earth ;  is  not  that  great  MESSIAH 
to  fpring  from  his  Loins  ?  From  his  Loins,  whonn 
thou  art  about  to  kill  ? — ^The  Blefling,  thou  knoweft, 
is  appropriated  to  Him.  The  grand  Entail  is  fettled 
upon  Him— upon  I/aac  by  Name — upon  Jfaac  alone. 
If  He  pcrifh,  all  is  loft. — Canft  thou,  then,  at  one 
Blow,  deftroy  theLifcof  thy  Son;  facrifice  all  thy 
earthly  Joys ;  and  cut  off  the  Hopes  of  the  whole 
World  ? — Will  none  of  thefe  Confiderations  dif* 
courage,  diftuade,  deter  thee  ? 

Moft  triumphant  Faith  indeed  !  Defervedly  art 
thou  flyled,  The  father  of  the  Faithful.  Thy  Faith 
is  ftronger  than  all  the  Ties  of  AfFedion  ;  ftronger 
than  all  the  Pleas  of  Nature ;  ftronger  than  all  the 
Terrors  of  Death — of  a  Death,  in  its  Circum- 
ftances  and  in  its  Confequences,  incomparably  more 
dreadful  than  thy  own. 

Now  muft  He  travel,  during  three  tedious,  and, 
one  would  think,  moft  melancholy  Days.  With 
his  Ifaac  conftantly  before  his  Eyes  ;  with  the  tra- 
gical Scene,  continually  prefenting  itfelf  to  his 
Apprehenfions ;  and  nothing  to  divert  his  Mind, 
from  dwelling  upon  every  affliftive  Incident.— 
Thus  muft  He  travel,  aged  as  He  is,  to  a  great 
Diftance  ;  in  Sufpence  and  Uncertainty  all  the 
while.  Not  knowing,  where  the  fatal  Bufinefs  is 
to  be  tranfa£bed  ;  whether  in  a  private  Spot,  or  on 
a  public  Stage.  Only  on  one  of  the  Mountains 
which  the  LORD  will  tell  Him  <j^.— There  feems 

to 
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to  be  a  Combination  of  all  Things,  in  order  to  ag- 
gravate the  Tryal ;  and  urge  Him  to  Difquiotude^ 
if  not  to  Diftradlion. 

On  the  third  Day^  Abraham  lift  up  his  Eyes,  and 
faw  the  Place  afar  off.     Doleful  Sight !  The  Slaugh- 
ter-Houfe  of  his  Son !  Does  not  the  Profpcft  alarm 
all  his  tender  Paffions?  No;  it  only  awakens  his 
Circumfpeftion.     The  Servants  are  commanded 
to  advance  no  farther.     Here  they  muft  take  their 
Stand,  and  keep  their  Diftance.  Left  a  well-meaning, 
but  unfeafonable  Compaf&on,  fhould  prompt  them 
to  interpofe. — He  Himfelf,  with  the  Fire  and  the 
Knife  in  his  Hands ;  and  his  Son,  with  the  Burden  of 
Wood  QA  his  Shoulders,  went  both  of  them  together, 
— ^Who   does  not,  pity   the  dear  devoted  Youth, 
toiling  under  that  Load,  which  muft  foon  reek  with 
his  Blood,  and  foon  reduce  him  to  Aflies  ? — Mean 
while  the  intended  ViSim,  wondering  to  fee  all 
thefe  Preparations  made,  and  no  'proper  Animal 
near,  afks  this  pertinent  Queftion  ;  My  Father^  be- 
hold the  Fire  and  the  Wood!    But  where  is  the  Lamb 
for  a  Burnt-offering  ?  Nothing  could  be  more  ten- 
der and  moving  than  this  Speech ;  which  difcovered 
fuch  a  Knowledge  of  Religion,  and  fuch  a  Concern 
for  its  Duties.     Will  not  this   roufe  the   Father's 
Anguiih,   and  Ihake  his  Determination  i  How  can 
He  be  the  Death  of  fo  much  Innocence,    and  fo 
much  Piety  ? 

Faith  overcomes  all  Difficulties.  Unmoved  and 
inflexible,  the  Patriarch  replies ;  GOD  will  provide 
Himfelf  a  Lamb  for  a  Burnt-offerings  my  Son  *.     He 

hides 
•  Jbraham  in  this  Anfwer,  like  many  of  the  other 
Prophets  in  their  Predidions,  feems  not  to  have  thorough- 
ly underftood±t  Import  of  his  own  Words.  What  He  Kim- 

•      fdf 


250  AsPASio  t0  Theron.       Let,  Xf. 

hides  the  awful  Tidings  from  the  inquifitive  Youth^ 
left  they  (hould  be  too  heavy  and  afflidive  for  Him 
to  bear.     Of  his  own  Firmnefs  and   Pcrfcverance 
He  was  fufficicntly  aflured.     But  who  can    tell, 
whether  Ifaac's  Courage  and  Self-denial  may  be 
equal  to  fuch  a  Shock  ?  Therefore  He  fmothers  the 
Brand  in  his  own  Breaft;  and  forbears,  as  long  as 
poffible,  to  difclofe  the  terrible  Secret.     So  they  went 
btb  of  them  together.     The  One,  wondering  at  the 
Strangenefs  of  the  Affair,  and   "  not  knewing^ 
«*  that  it  is  for  his  Life."    The  Other,  with  a  Fire 
pent  up  in  his  Bones ;  and  fearing  more  to  reveal^ 
than  td  execute  the  Work. 

Jnd  they  came  to  the  Place^  which  G  OD  had  told 
him  of,   'Tis  a  Mountain.     Far  from  the  Rcfort  of 
Men.    A  doleful  Solitude  indeed  !  Gloomy  Shades, 
and   hoary  Trees ;    ragged    Rocks,    and  hideous 
Precipices  ;    the    Sound  of   headlong    Catarafts, 
mingled  with  the  Yell  of  ravenous  Beafts ;  have 
made  fome  Mountains  extremely  formidable.     But 
all  thefe  Circumftances,  wild   and '  tremendous  as 
they  are,  could  never  create  a  Terror,  comparable 
to  the  Sadnefs  and  Horrour  of  this  fingle  Thought: 
*'  Here  my  Ifaac  muft  bleed  j  on  this  Eminence  He 
."  breathes  his  laft.'* 

I  fhould 

felfmeanty  I  apprehend.  Is  reprefented  in  the  following 
Paraphrafe  of  his  Speech.  Yet  G  O  D  fo  over- ruled  his 
Tongue,  that  it  more  fully  exprefled  the  divine  Decree, 
than  the  parental  Idea. 

GOD  *uiiiU  provide  Himfclfa  Lamb  for  a  Burnt -efferingy 
fry  Sen.  Thus  the  Words  are  placed  in  the  Hebrtw. 
My  Son  comes  laft,  and  clofes  the  Reply.  That  the  ten- 
der Accents  may  be  left  to  vibrate  on  the  Father's  Ear, 
and  the  dear  dillrefling  Image  continue  playing  before 
his  Mind. — This,  I  think,  is  a  Delicacy  not  to  be  ovef- 
Iooked>  and  incrcafes  the  Pathos  of  the  'Narrative. 
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I  fliouia  not  wonder  to  fee  the  Patriarch  over- 
whelmed with  Confternation.  His  Thoughts  loft 
in  a  Tumult  of  Fear,  Trepidation,  and  Perplexity. 
So  as  not  to  know,  either  where  to  begin ;  or  how 
to  proceed ;  or  what  to  do.  But  Abraham  is  aH 
Compofure.  He  difpatches  the  preparatory  Bufi^ 
nefs,  without  the  leaft  Hefitation,  or  the  leaft  Pre*- 
cipitancy.  As  calmly,  as  when,  *'  rich  in  Cattle, 
**  in  Silver,  and  in  Gold,"  He  reared  his  Tent 
between  Btthel  and  Hat, 

Abraham  builds  an  Altar  there.  An  Altar,  fpaci'- 
ous,  firong,  and  regular.  Spacious,  that  it  may 
receive,  ftrong,  that  it  may.fuftain,  the  Vi£Um; 
and  regular,  that  every  Thing  may  be  tranf- 
afled  with  the  utmoft  Decorum  *.  Nay ;  He 
lays  the  TV^od  in  Order.  Not  huddles  it  toge- 
ther, with  Hafte  and  Confufion,  into  a  rude  Heap ; 
but  places  each  Piece  in  the  propereft  Situation,  to 
admit  the  Flames,  and  accelerate  the  Confumption 
©f  the  Sacrifice. — How  muft  this  flow  Proccfs,  and 
all  thefe  folemn  Formalitieil,  afford  Leifurc  for  Re- 
flexion to  ftrike  deep,  and  employ  all  her  Stings  ! 

Every  Thing  is  now  ready  for  the  moft  aftoniih^ 
ing  and  dreadful  A<ft  of  Obedience,  that  Men  or 
Angels  ever  beheld.  And  now  Abraham  difclofes 
the  ftartling  Secret :  ««  Didft  thou  enquire  conccrn- 
''  ing  the  Lamb  ?  Thou  thyfelf,  my  dear  Child,  art 
*'  the  Lamb  provided  for  the  Burnt-OfFering. — Be 
f  "not  amazed.      Let  not  thy  Heart  fail.— ^The 

\  "GOU, 

I  ^  •  The  Scriptures  are  generally  concife  in  their  Narra- 

tives. But  the  Relation  of  this  Story  is  remarkably  cir- 
cumJiantiaL  The  more  eiFedlually  to  engage  our  Atten- 
tion, and  intereft  our  Affedlions ;  as  well  as  the  more  il- 
luftrioufly  to  difplay  the  numerous  Difficulties,  and  the 
prcffmg  Tryals,  which  the  heroic  Patriarch  encountrcd 
*—furmo»nted— -triumphed  over. 
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**  GO  D,  who  beftowed'  thee  on  my  longing  De- 
*'  fires,  is  pleafed  to  require  thee  again  at  my  Hand. 
«c  —The  LORD  gave,  and  the  LORD  taketh 
*'*aLway,  let  Us  both  adore  the  Name  of  the' 
**  L  O  R  D. — Let  Us  confide  in  his  promifcd  Good- 
*«  nefs,  and  unanimoufly  profefs,  Though  He  flay  me^ 
«  yet  will  I  trufl  in  Him.'' 

It  does  not  appear,  that  the  amiable  Youth  re^ 
fifted  or  gainfayed.  He  had  Strength  enough  to  op- 
pofe,  and  Speed  enough  to  efcape  *,  the  Attempts 
of  an  aged  Father.  Either  or  both  of  which,  the 
Law  of  Self-prefervation  might  feem  to  dilate, 
and  the  Light  of  Reafon  to  juftify.  But  Ifaac 
knew,  that  his  Father  was  a  Prophet.  In  this  pro  - 
phetical  Charader,  He  fees  and  acknowledges  the 
Warrant  of  Heaven.  And  fince  his  CREA- 
TOR calls.  He  is  content  to  go. — ^Excellent 
Jfaac  !  Who  docs  not  admire  thy  Couragfe?  Who 
is  not  charmed  with  thy  Refignation  ?  And  muft 
We,  in  a  few  Minutes,  muft  We  fee  Thee  a  pale, 
a  bloody,  a  breathlefs  Corpfe  ? 

Methinks,  I  fliudder  as  We  draw  near  the  dire-* 
ful  Cataftrophc.  The  Father  knows  not  how  to 
relent,  and  the  Son  offers  his  f  willing  Throat  to 
the  Knife.— Neverthelefs,  <hat  the  Work  of  De- 
ftiny  may  be  fure,  and  no  one  Particular  relating 
to  a  Sacrifice  omitted,  Abraham  binds  Ifaac  his  Son. 

1  have 

*  According  to  Jofepbusy  Ifaac  was,  when  He  fubmit- 
%ed  Himfclf  to  the  Slaughter,  about  twenty-five  Years 
old.  Others  thinks  his  Age  was  thirty- three ;  which 
makes  Him  more  cxaAly  re^mblehis  fuffering  LORD. 
Then  his  Father  muft  be  above  a  hundred  and^  thirty 
Years  old.  Either  Account  will  juftify  JJfaJte^a  Suppo- 
iition. 

t  His  nviUing — IsrouoL  ^rct  9nrQi6nffu/i  niwi  lyijiflo  Sv^uh 
Clem,  Rom.  ad  Corinth. 
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I  have  known  a  ftubborn  Malefaftor,  quite  un-^ 
alarmed,  when  fentenced  to  the  ignominious  Tree  j 
not  at  allimpreffed,  with  the  moft  awful  Reprefen- 
tations  of  eternal  Judgment  \  yet,  when  a  Perfon 
came  to  meafure  him  for  his  Coffin^  the  hardened 
Wretch  was  hard  no  longer.  He  ftarted  ;  turned 
pale  J  /and  trembled  in  every  Joint. — Even  fuch  a 
Circumftance  makes  no  Impreffion  on  Ahraham  ; 
neither  alters  his  Purpofe,  nor  changes  his  Counte- 
nance. He  meafures  his  Ifaac\  meafures  thofe  Limbs, 
which  He  had  fo  frequently  embraced,  and  fo  ten- 
derly carefled  J  if  not  for  the  Coffin,  yet  for  imme- 
diate Slaughter. 

Having  bound  Him— furprifing  Refolution!-^ 
bound  Him  for  the  Sword  and  for  the  Flame,  He 
lay%  Him  upon  the  Altar  on  the  Wood,  There,  now, 
lies  Ifaac'y  the  dear,  the  dutiful,  the  religious  Ifaaci 
Abraham^s  Joy ;  SaraFs  Delight ;  the  Heir  of  the 
Promifes  !  There  He  lies,  all  meek  and  refigned  ; 
expeding,  every  Moment,  the  Stroke  of  Death  to 
fall.— O  Parents !  Parents!  Do  not  your  Bowels 
yearn  ?  Is  not  Humanity  itfelf  diftrefled  at  the 
Scene? — Say^  thou  who  art  a  Father,  whatthinkeft 
Thou  of  Abraham's  Obedience?  Couldft  Thou, 
'  to/uch  a  Son,  have  z&tAfuch  a  Part  ? 

See !  the  Father,  refolute  to  the  very  laft,  un- 
flieaths  the  murdering  Blade  ;  makes  bare  the  inno- 
cent Bofom ;  and  marks  the  Place,  where  Life  may 
find  the  fpeedieft  Exit.  His  Heart  is  fixed!  He 
fir  etches  forth  his  Handy  He  lifts  the  fharpened- 
Steel  5  and  determined  to  finilh  at  a  Blow,  is  even 
now  aiming — When — rejoice  O  ye  Worlhipers  of 
a  gracious  GOD!  Break  forth  into  Singing,  Ye 
that  arc  in  Pain  for  the  tried  Parent !  The  LORD, 

Almighty^ 
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Almighty  int?rpofos,    in   this  Article  of  extreme 
Need  *.     The  ANGE  L  of  the  Covenant  fpeaks 
from    Heaven,    and     with-holds    the    Patriarch's 
Hand,  in  the  very  Aft   to  ftrifce.     GOD,    U'ho 
only  intended  to  manifejl  his  Faith,    and   make 
it  honourable^  bids  Him  do  no  Harm  to  the  Lad,  Yea; 
GOD  applauds    his    Obedience j  and  fubftitutes 
another  Sacrifice  in  Ifaac^s  Stead;  renews  his  Cove- 
nant with  the  Father,  and  not  only  reprieves  the 
Life  of  the  Son,  but  promifes  Him  a  numerous  and 
illuftrious  Iffue.     Promifes  to  irtake  him  the  Pro- 
genitor of  the  ME  SSI  AH,  and  thereby  a  Blef- 
fing  to  all  the  Nations  of  the  Earth. 

Tell  me  now,  Theron^  was  there  ever  fuch  an 
aftonifhing  Effort  of  Obedience?  Such  a  perfeft 
Prodigy  of  Refignation  ?  Yet  this  hath  Faith' 
DONE  f. — ^If  you.  fhould  aik.   How  was  it  poffiMe 

for 

•  Upon  thismoftfeafonablc  Interpofition,  tkeinfpired 
Hiftorian  makc^  a  very  judicious  and  edifying.  Re- 
mark. Which  feems  to  be  greatly  obfcured,  if  not  in- 
tirely  fpoiled,  by  our  Tranflation ;  In  the  Mount  of  the 
LORD  it  Jhedlhe/een.  I  muft  confcfs,  I  have  always 
been  puzzled  to  End,  not  only  a  pertinent  Senfe,  but  any 
Senfe  at  all,  in  thefe  Words.  Whereas,  the  Original  is 
as  clear  in  its  Signification,  as  it  is  appofite  to-thePur- 
pofe.— nxn*  mn>  nnn  In  the  Mount  the  LORD  loill  be 
feen  ;  or.  In  the  Mount  the  LORD  ivill  provide,  q.  d. 
**  This  memorable  Event  gave  Rife  to,  at  leaft  is  an  emi- 
*'  nent  Exemplification  of,  that  pro<verbial  Expreffion, 
"which  is  commonly  ufed  at  this  Day.  In  the  Mount 
**  of  Difficulty,  or  in  the  very  Crifis  of  Need,  when 
**  Matters  feem  to  be  irretrievable  and  defperate,  then 
**  the  LO  RD  will  appear  as  a  prefent  Help,  Man's  Ex- 
*»  tremity  is  G  OD*s  Opportunity."  See  Gen.  xxii.  14. 
^  t  Heb.  xi.  17.  By  Faiths  Abraham^  ^whn  He  ^as  tried^ 
cjered.  up   I/aac— The  Faith,  of  which  fuch  glorious 

Things 
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for  Abraham  to  perform  all  this,  in  the  Manner  de- 
fcribed  ?  The  Anfwcr  is  obvious.  Becaufe  Jbra^ 
bam  BELIEVED ;  or  in  other  Words,  was  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  Arm  of  the  LORD,  which  had 
raifed  this  Son  from  the  barren  Woftib,  was  able  to 
raife  Him  again  even  from  differed  Limbs  or  froii^ 
fmoktng  *  Afhes. — The  fame  GOD,  who  required 
this  Sacrifice,  had  exprefly  declared,  In  Ifaac  Jhall  thy 
Seed  be  called.  Therefore  flie  Patriarch  affured  Him- 
felf,  that  the  Promife  would,  in  a  Way  known  to 
infinite  Wifdpm,  be  moft  punctually  accompliChed. 

Hence 

Things  are  fpoken,  to  which  fuch  admirable  Atchieve- 
nients  are  afcribed,  throughout  this  whole  Chapter,  was 
a  Faith  "  in  the  Seed  of  the  Woman,**  the  promifed 
MESSIAH.— Or,  could  i^  be  demonftratcd  (which, 
from  Verfe  26  alone,  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  im- 
poflible)  that  in  all  thefe  heroic  Inftances  of  Obedience, 
there  was  no  believing.  Regard  to  CHRIST;  no  Ap* 
prehenfioo  of  his  unfpeakable  Love ;  no  Application  of 
his  tranfcendent  Merits ;  our  Argximent  would  not  lofe 
its  Force,  but  ftrike  with  redoubled  Energy.  For,  if  a 
Belief  in  very  inferior  Manifeftatiohs  of  the  divine  Good- 
nefs,  Fai'thftflnefs,  and  Power,  wrought  fo  efilcacioufly 
on  thofe  anticnt  Worthies ;  how  much  more  viftorioufly 
muft  the  fame  Principle  ad,  under  far  hrigbter  Difplays 
of  all  the  fupreme Perfeaions,  in  the  Perfonof  y£SUS 
C HR I STf-^l  would  oaly  add,  that  fo  long  as  this 
Chapter  remains  in  the  Bible,  it  will  furnilh  an  unan- 
fwerable  Confutation  of  thofe  Objedions,  which  fup- 
pofe  the  Dodlrine  of  Faith  to  have  an  unkindly  Influence 
on  religious,  or  virtuous  Praftice.  Againft  all  fuch  Ca- 
vils, /V  iviU  fiand fafl  for  evermore  at  the  Moony  and  as  the 
faithful  Witnefs  in  Heaven, 

*  He  feems  to  have  expefted  not  only  the  certain,  but 
the  immediate  Reftoration  of  his  flain  Son.  That  he 
fhould  be  revived,  on  the  very  Spot ;  before  He  left  the 
Place ;  fo  aa  to  accompany  his  RetHirn.  For,  he  fays  to 
his  Servants,  not  /,  but  ^ir'will  go,  and  wG^lhip,  and 
return.  rOlltO  Vcr.  5. 
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Hence  he  made  no  Difpute,  and  felt  no  Relu£lance^ 
His  Faith  difregarded  all  the  Contrariety  of  Ap- 
pearances ;  banifhed  every  uneafy  Apprehendon  ; 
and  neither  Fear,  not  Sorrow,  bad  place  in  his 
Breaft.  Confident  of  GOD's  Ability,  and  mak- 
ing no  Doubt  of  his  Fidelity,  He  readily  and  chear^ 
fvfiy  *  o^Jcyed,  You 

•  This  Account,  is  fo  'vefy  txtraardinaryt  diat  I  Ihall 
not  be  furprifed,  if  the  Reader  finds  feme  Difficulty  in 
giving  his  AiTent  to  it.  Efpecially,  as  He  may  have  • 
acfuftomed  Himielf  to  form  very  different  Conceptions 
of  this  remarkable  Affair  ;  and  may  pofilbly  be  confirm- 
ed in  a  diffierent  Train  of  Ideas,  by  feeing  a  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  Story  in  a  celebrated  Print.  Where  the  Fa- 
ther appears,  clafping  his  Son  in  a  tender  Embrace  ;  be- 
dewing him  with  his  Tears ;  and  fufiFeririg  as  much 
through  Grief,  as  the  devoted  Youth  is  going  to  fufferby 
the  Knife. — ^But  the  Artift^  I  apprehend,  had  not  {o 
attentively  examined  the  Circum^ances  of  the  facred 
Narrative,  nor  fo  carefully  compared  them  with  other 
PaiTages  of  Scripture,  as  a  judicious  and  worthy  TrUnd 
of  mine.  From  whom  I  learnt  to  confider  this  wonder- 
fhl  Tranfadiion  in  the  above-reprefented  View.  And  I 
muft  confefs,  the  more  I  revolve  it  in  my  Mind,  the  more 
I  am  convinced  of  its  Propriety  and  Truth.  That  all 
was  tranfaded,  not  with  great  Relu£lance  and  ex- 
treme Anguifh ;  but,  as  Chryfoftom  very  ftrongly  fpeaks, 
fAik  •0^vfM«(  ifB^^  itoLk  tmnTufit^s  mo^,  <with  Alacrity  and 
Zealf   nvith  intenfi  Defire  and  complacential  Delight. 

I  flatter  myfclf,  the  Reader  will  be  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion, if  he  pleafes  to  confult  the  Tenth  Chapter  of  Leiii- 
ticus.  Where  Nadah  and  Ahihu^  the  Sons  of  Aaron y  are 
devoured  by  Fire  from  before  the  L  O  R  D.  Yet  Aaron 
is  not  allowed  to  mourn,  even  at  fuch  a  terrible  and  af- 
fliftive  Vifitation.  And  when,  through  the  Frailty  of 
human  Nature,  He  could  not  wholly  refrain,  He  durft  ~ 
not  prefume  to  eat  of  the  Sin-ofFering.  Such  Things^  fays 
He,  have  befallen  me^  if  I  had  eaten  of  the  Sin-offeringt 
j/hould  it  ha've  been  accepted  in  the  Sight  of  the  LORD  ?-^ 
Let  me  add,  that  we  find  not  the  leaft  indication  of  fuch 

figonisang 
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You  admire,  and  very  juftly,  this  heroic  A£l  of 
Obedience.— A  Son,  for  whom  He  waited  fo'long 
--^received  in  fo  extraordinary  a  Manner — upon 
whom  his  Heart  was  fet — in  whom  all  his  Expefta- 
tions  centered-r-who  alone  could  convey  to  all  Na- 
tions the  promifed  BlefEng — to  ofFer  this  Son  as  a 
Sacrifice,  and  that  hy.  hrs  own  Hand*— never  was 
fuch  an  Inftance  of  Obedience  performed,  attempt- 
ed, or  heard  of. — Yet  Wafhall  both  do  well  to  re- 
member, that  Abraham  was  not  juftified  by  this, 
but  by  the  infinitely  more  noble  Obedience  of  J  E- 
S  U  S  C  H  R I S  T.  His  Faith,  receiving  this,  re- 
lying on  this,  rejoicing  in  this,  difpofed  and  enabled 
Him  for  fuch  wonderful  Self-denial,  Fortitude,  and 
Duty. 

If  all  this,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  ut- 
utterly  impracticable,  was  wrought  by  Faith  ;  You 
need  not  fufpeft,  of  Weaknefs  and  Infufficiency^  fo  ap- 
proved a  Principle.  Far,  far  from  enervating,  it 
will  invigorate  every  good  Difpofition ;  and  inftead 
of  damping,  will  give  Life  to  every  religious  Duty, 
— Cherifli  Faith,  and  You  will  of  courfe  cultivate 
Obedience:  Water  this  Root,  and  the  Branches 
of  univerfal  Godlinefs  will  affuredly  partake  the 
beneficial  Effects  j  will  fprcad  their  Honours,  and 
bring  forth  their  Fruits. — Through  the  Power  of 
Faith,  the  S?iints  have  wrought  Righteoufnefs,  in 
all  its  magnanimous  and    exemplary  Afls.— The 

Vol.  in.  R  DoSlrim 

agwixing  Sorrow,  nor  indeed  of  ««y  Sorrow  at  all,  in  the 
Hiiiory  as  related  by  Mofes,  Neither  could  Abraham 
haye  been  a  proper  Type  of  the  eternal  FATHER, 
making  his  only  begotten  8  O  N  a  Sacrifice  for  Sin,  if 
He  had  not  willingly  offered  up  Ifaac.  Indeed  to  offer 
willingly,  feems  to  have  been  abfolutely  necejfary^  in  eve- 
ry acceptable  Oblation,  and  every  rcjigious  Service.  Sec 
2  Cor,  ix.  7.  I  Cbron,  xxvUi.  9, 
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D^arine  of  Faith  is  called  by  St.  Paul,  J  DoHrine 
according  to  Godlinefs*^  cxquifitcly  contrived  to  an- 
fwcr  all  the  Ends,  and  fccure  every  Intereft  of  real 
Piety  .—The  Grace  of  Faith  St.  Jude  ftyles.  Our- 
mojl  holy  Faith  f }  intimating,  that  it  is  not  only 
productive  of  Holinefs,  but  that  the  moft  refined 
and  exalted  Holinefs  arifes  from  this  Stock  ;  is  pro- 
duced by  believing  in  JESUS. 

Let  Us  then  be  diligeirt  to  exercife,  and  careful 
to  increafe.  Faith  in  JESUS  CHR  1ST.    Let  Us 
maintain  the  fame  zealous  Solicitude  for  this  lead- 
ing capital  Grace,   as   the  renowned  Epaminondas 
cxpreffed  for  his  Shield.  When  that  gallant  Gene- 
ral was,  in  an  Engagement  with  the  Enemy,  ftruck 
to  the  Ground  ;  his  Spldiers  carried  him  off,  breath- 
lefs  and   fainting  to   his  Tent.     The  Moment  he 
opened  his  Eyes,  and  recovered  the  Ufe  of  Speech, 
he   afked — not  whether,  his  Wound  was   Mortal  ? 
not  whether  his  Troops  were  routed  ? — But  whether 
his  Shield  W2LS  fafe?-— May  We  be  enabled,  my  dear 
Friend,  to  keep  our  Shield  fafe  !  MsLyWeheJirong, 
hefieadyy  be  lively  in  Faith!  Then,  I  doubt  not^ 
We  (hall  give  Glory  to  GOD;  receive  Comfort 
to  Otirfelves ;  and  abound  in  the  Works  of  the 
LORD.     , 

The  Apoftle  prays,  in  behalf  of  his  Ephefian 
Converts,  that  they  may  every  One  enjoy  the  Pri- 
vileges of  Grace,  and  each  experience  the  Efficacy 
of  Faith.  Or,  to  ufe  his  own  animated  Words, 
That  they  may  knoWy  what  is  the  Hope  of  their  Call-^ 
ing  in  CHR  1ST  JESUS ;  and  what  is  tie  exceed- 
ing Greatnefs  of  his  Power ^  to  fhemward  who  believe  J. 
Than  which  Prayer,  nothing  can  cleric  either  thi» 
or  the  preceding  Letter^  with  more  Prc^riety,  or 

with, 
*  1  Tim,  vi.  3.       t  Jttde  20.       t  ^t^  >•  i^» 
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with  greater  Dignity.    As  nothing  can  more  fully 
exprefs   the  Sentiments,    the    Wilhes,    the  very 

Soul  of  ^ 

Tour  moji  affe^ionaU 

A  s  P  A  s  I  o^ 

P.  S.  I  faid,  "  The  infinitely  more  noble  Obedience 
«  of  JESUS  C/fii  75  r."— For,   to  this 
Obedience  I  woulcbhave  our  Thoughts  con- 
*  tinually  direi^ed.      This  furpafTes   the  Ser- 

vices both  of  Angels  and  Men,  in  all  their 
various  and  wonderful  Orders.  *Tis  true, 
♦  compared  with  our  Duties,  Jbraham's  Obe- 
dience is  like  SauFs  Stature ;  who^  from  his 
Shoulders  and  upward^  was  higher  than  any  of 
the  People.  But  when  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
CHR  1ST  comes  into  View,  it  is  fomewhat 
like  that  magnificent  Perfonage,  de(cribed 
by  St.  John,  in  the  tenth  of  the  Revelation*^ 
^  -^Should  fuch  a  fublime  and  majeftic  Being, 
appear  amidft  an  AfTembly,  of  the  moft  re- 
.  nowned  Monarchs  in  the  World ;  how  would 
their  Splendour  be  eclipfed,  and  jail  their 
Grandeur  dwindle  into  Meannefs !  Before 
fuch  an  illuftrious  Potentate  of  Heaven,  who 
would  Ake  Notice  of  Cafar^  or  beftow  a 
Look  n^n  Alexander  ?  So,  the  Righteoufnefs 
of  CHRISTy  being  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
H I M,  who  lay  in  the  JBofom  of  the  F  A- 
[  T  H  E  R  from  Eternity  j  the  Righteoufnefs 

!  of  HI  M,  who  now  fits  on  the  right  Hand  of 

the  Throne  of  the  Majefty  in  the  Heavens; 
R  2  this 

*  If  the  Reader  pleafes,  He  may  fee  this  beautiful  and 
|rand  Piece  of  Imagery  illuftrated,  in  Hervtfi  Mcdita- 
1^  tionsy  Vol.  11.  p.  %\*  Edit.  14. 
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this  Righteoufnefs  being,  in  itfelf  moft  con- 
fummately  perfeil,  and  unfpeakably  ennobled 
by  the  Dignity  of  the  Performer ;  all  other 
Kinds,  Degrees,  or  Forms  of  Righteouf- 
nefs, (brink,  before  it,  into  the  Littlenefs  of 
Pygmies,  of  Worms^  of  Mites.  Could  they 
fpeak,  the  Language  of  each  would  be;. 
"  I^ook  mt  upon  m$^  for  I  am  dim,  yea,  I  am 
**  hkck.  .  But  look  «pon  your  LORD,  for 
«'  H I S  WoVks  are  marvelous,  and  H  £  la 
**  glorious  in  his  Holinefs." 


LETTER     XIL 

AspASio    to    Theron. . 

T  T  is  very  probable,  while  I  am  reading  yours,. 
You  are  perufing  mine.  But  how  unlike  is  my 
Frigid  to  the  Reprefentation  he  receives  !  How  un- 
like the  fatisfied,  unfufpeSing,  chearful  Abraham  ! 
Why  this  dejeSied  Air  in  your  Temper  ?  Why  thefe 
penfrue  Strokes  in  your  Letter*? — Let  me  antici-  " 
pate  your  Reply,  and  make  Anfwer  to  myfelf.— 
This  Gloom,  I  truft,  is  a  Sign  of  approaching 
Day.  Juft  before  the  Morning  Dawn,  the  nodlur- 
nal  Darknefs  is  blackeft.  And  juft  before  the  Ap- 
pearance 

•  TheroTt's  Letter  is  fuppreffed  ;  becaufe,  a  great  Part 
of  it,  or  what  is  much  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  will  occur  in? 
the  following  Dialogues.  Where  He  opens  his  Con- 
fciencei  and  difclofes  his  Scruples^  Fears,  and  DiltreiTe^. 
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pearanc«  of  the  SUN  OF  RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS, the  alarmed  Sinner's  Diftrefs  is  frequently 
the  deepeft.  I  promife  myfelf,  the  Hour  is  at  Hand, 
which  will  put  off  your  Sackchthy  and  gird  Ton  with 
Gladnefs, 

Another  favourable  Prefage  is,  That  You  take  the 
A\rt&,  and  certain  Way,  to  obtain  fubftantial  Com- 
fort.    The  Righteoufnefr  of  our  LO  iJ  D  JESUS 
C  HR  ISTy  after  which  You  inquire,  about  which 
You  are   folicitous,  is   a  never-failing  Source  of 
Confolation.     Becaufe  it  acquits  from  all  Sin  ;  fe- 
cures  from  all  Condemnation ;   and  renders  the  Be- 
liever unblameable  and  unreprovable  in  the  Sight 
of  G6D.  Therefore, fays  the  HOLY  GHOST, 
His  Name  is  as  Ointment  poured  forth  *  :  even  that 
divinely  precious  Name — by  which   He  has  been 
celebrated  in  the  preceding  Epiftles;  by  which  he 
is  diftinguifhed  in  the  Scriptures  of  Truth ;  by 
which,  I  hope.  He  will  be  more  and  more  revealed 
in  my  Theron^s  Mind— THE  LORD  OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS.     The  Difcovery  of 
Him  under  this  moft  amiable  and  glorious  Capaci- 
ty, will  indeed  be  like  breaking  open  a  Vial  ,of  the 
richeft  Unguents.     Which  not  only  fill  the  Room, 
•and  regale   the  Senfe,  with  their  delightful  Fra- 
grance ;  but  refrefh  the  Spirits,  and  rejoice  the  very 
Heart, — ^Might  my  Writing,-  or  my   Difcourfe, 
be  as  the  Alahajier-hox  to  contain,  to  convey,  and 
prefent  thefe  reviving  Odours ;  how  highly  fbould 
I  think -myfelf  hon.oured,  and  how  fighally  my  En- 
dcavours  bleffed  ! 

You  a(k,  "  How  this  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Divine 

«  R  E  DE  EM  E  R  becomes  ours  ?"— It  is  a  Quef- 

R  3  tion, 

•  Cant.  i.  3, 
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tion,  which  I  receive  with  the  utmoft  Pleafure  ; 
and,  with  equal  Pleafure,  fliall  attempt  an  Anfwer. 
Or  rather,  as  the  S  FIR  IT  of  our  G  O  D  prompt- 
ed the  firft,  may  the  fame  unerring  GUIDE. fug- 
ged the  laft  ! — This  He  has  abundantly  done  by 
his  Prophets  and  Apoftles.  So  that  I  need  only 
have  recourfe  to  their  Writings,  and  colle<afome 
of  the  Hints,  which  lie  treafured  up  in  thofe  Store- 
houfes  of  Wifdom. 

There  We  are  often  told  of  Union  with  CHRIST. 
Believers  are  faid  to  be  in  CHR  IST*j  and  to  be 
one  mth  CHRI ST i.—'WliTLt  is  ftill  higher,  and 
implies  a  greater  Degree  of  Nearnefs,  They  arc 
Members  of  his  Body^  of  his  Flejhj  and  of  his  Bones  {. 
—And,  which  denotes  the  moft  intimate  Connec- 
tion imaginable.  They,  that  are  joined  to  the  LORD 
JESUSr  are  one  Spirit  ||  with  Him  !— As  thefe  Ex- 
preffions  appear  dark,   and  their  Senfe  lies  deep,  it 
has  pleafed  our  alUcondefcending  INSTUCTOR 
to  illuftrate  them,  by  a  Variety  of  fignificant  Types, 
and  lively  Similitudes.     This  Remark  very  oppor- 
tunely reminds  me  of  an  Engagement,  which,  fome 
Time  ago,  I  undertook  to  execute,  but  have  hither- 
to omitted — To  ^make  it  evident,  that  the  bleffed 
Doftrine,  for  which  We  have  been  pleading,  is  de- 
ducible  from  feveral  Scripture  Images  §.    A  fhort  Def- 
cant  upon  fome  of  the  principal,  will,   I  hope,  at 
once   difchage  my  former  Obligation,  and  fatisfy 
your  prefent  Inquiry. 

This  was  (hadowed  forth  by  the  coftly,  odorife- 
rous, flowing  Unguent,  poured  upon  y/jr^w's  Head  ; 

which 

•  Col.  i.  2.  t  Hcb.  ii.  1 1.  %  Eph.  v.  30, 

II  I  Cor.  vi.  17.  S  ^^^  Vol.  II.  p.  353. 
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which  ran  down  upon  his  Bear d^  and  defcended  to  the 
Skirts  *  of  his  Clothing.  So  the  Merits  of  our  great 
HIGH-PRIEST  are  derived  down  to  all  the 
Faithful ;  even  thofe  of  the  meaneft  Station  in  Life, 
and  the  loweft  Attainments  in  Religion. 

Was  it  not  typefied  by  that  inftruftive  Vifion, 
which  the  Prophet  Zechariah  faw  ?  /  have  looked^  and 
behold f  A  Candlejlick  all  of  Gold^  with  a  Bowl  upon 
the  Top  of  it  J  and  hisfeven  Lamps  thereon,  andfeven 
Pipes  to  the  feven  Lamps,  which  were  upon  the  Top 
thereof:  And  two  Olive-treei  by  it,  one  upon  the  right 
Side  of  the  Bowl,  and  the  other  upon  the  left  Side  there- 
of\  which^  through  two  golden  Pipes,  empty  the  golden 
Oil  out  of  themfelvss  f.  The  Bowl  and  the  Lamps 
were  a  proper  Emblem  of  Believers  :  who  are,  by 
Nature,  dry  Veffels,  and  deftitute  of  all  Good; 
yet  Ihould  fhine  as  Lights,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked 
and  perverfe  Generation. — The  Olive-trees,  arrayed 
in  Verdure,  and  abounding  with  Sap ;  always  emp- 
tying themfelves,  yet  ever  full ;  are  a  very  juft  Re- 
prcfentation  of  CHRIST,  of  his  unfchangeable 
Love,  and  his  inexhauftibk  Grace. — The  golden 
Pipes,  through  which  the  Olive-branches  tranfmit 
their  Oil,  feem  to  be  figurative  of  Faith,  in  its 
,     R  4  various 

•  PfaL  cxxxiii.  2-  What  We  render  Skirts^  is,  in  the 
Original,  not  D3D,  but  vnilD  >£>,  The  Mouthy  or,  as  the 
the  Word  is  tranflated  {Jobxxx.  18.)  The  Collar  of  his 
Garments.  It  is  hardly  fuppofable,  that  the  confecrat- 
ing  Oil  flowed  down  to  the  very  Bottom  of  the  facerdatal 
Veilments.  But  We  may  eaiily  imagine  it  reaching  the 
upper  Hem,  or  the  Opening  round  the  Neck ;  what  the 
Greeks  call  wtptipa^>M» — This  Senfe  will  fufficientJy  pre- 
ferve  the  Gradation  ;  The  Hea<i;  the  Beard;  the  Clothes. 
Which  feem  to  denote  CHRIST,  his  more  advanced 
Saints^  and  Believers  of  a  lower  Clafs. 
t  Zech,  iv.  2,  3,  1 2. 
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various  and  repeated  Adlings.  By  thefe  Channels 
of  Conveyance,  the  unfpeakable  Benefits  of  a  RE- 
DEEMER are  communicated  to  our  Souls,  and 
replenifh  thofe  empty  Bafons. 

Another  Type  the  Apoftle  mentions.  Thefirjt 
Adam^  He  fays,  was  a  Figure  of  Him  that  was  to 
come  *.  So  eminent  a  Figure,  and  correfponding  in 
fo  many  Inftances,  that  He  ftyles  our  LORD  JE- 
SUS the  laji  Adam  \.  And  why  f  Becaufe,  like  the 
firft.  He  was  aG9w«^«/-A^^<5f  tohisPeopIe,  and  tranf- 
afted  in  their  Stead.  Were  we  made  Sinners  in 
Adam  ?  We  are  made  righteous  in  C  HIR  S  T.  Is 
Adam's  Sin  imputed  to  all  his  natural  Offspring  f 
So  is  CHR I S  T's  Righteoufnefs  to  all  his  fpiri- 
tual  Seed. — The  Confequences  of  both,  render 
the  Doflrine  more  intelligible,  and  the  Truth  more 
undeniable.  All  Men  2Xt  judged^  condemned,  deadXi 
doomed  inevitably  to  the  Death  of  the  Body,  and 
juftly  liable  to  the  Death  of  the  Soul,  on  the  Score 
of  Adam's  Tranfgreflion.  All  Believers  are  ac^  * 
quitted,  jujlified,  faved  |i ;  fayed  from  tlie  firft  Death, 
and  made  Heirs  of  the  Refurreftion ;  faved  from 
the  fecond  Death,  and  intitled  to  Life  eternal ;  by 
virtue  of  CHRISTs  Obedience, 

This  Unioi>with  CHRIST,  was  not  only  pre-, 
figured  by  Types,  butdifplayed  by  a  Variety  of  Sw 
railitudes,  taken  from  the  moft  familiar  Occur- 
rences of  Life.  By  which  it  appears  to  be  our  Di- 
vine MASTER'S  Will,  that  We  fliould  live  un- 
der the  habitual  Belief  of  this  momentous  Truth, 
and  in  the  conjlant  Enjoyment  of  this  diftinguifhed 
Privilege,— r-You  cannot  vifit  a  Friend,  or  view  your 

Children  \ 

•  Rom.  v.  14.  t  1  Cor.  xv.  45,  }  Rom,  v, 

15,  16.  Ij  Rom.  V.  \9»  ?<' 
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Children;  You  cannot  enter  your  Garden,  dif- 
courfe  with  your  Spoufe,  or  contemplate  your  own 
Body,  without  a  Reprefentation  and  a  Remembran- 
cer of  this  precious  Blefling. 

CHRIST  fays  to  his  Difciples,  Henceforth  I  call 
Tou  not  Servants  but  Friends  *.  Friends  are  a  fecond 
Self  f.  St.  Pauly  fpeaking  of  Oneftmus^  ufes  this  re- 
markable Phrafc,  Receive  Him^  as  Myfelf\  and, 
which  is  -ftill  more  emphatical,  Receive  Him^  that 
is  mine  own  Bowels  J.  Is  not  CHR  IST^s  Friend- 
Ihip  of  the  moft  tender  and  exalted  Kind  ?  Is  it  not 
equal,  is  it  not  fuperior,  infinitely  fuperior  to  that 
of  Paul  for  Oneftmusy  or  that  of  Jonathan  for  Da^ 
vid  ?'^^Jonathan  loved  David  as  his  own  Soul. 
But  CHR  1ST  loved  Sinners  with»a  Love  ftronger 
than  Death,  They  were  dearer  to  Him  than  his 
own  ineftimable  Life. — Jonathan  expofed  himfelf  to 
imminent  Danger,  in  vindicating  Davids  QovsAwOt^ 
JESUS  furrendered  himfelf  to  certain  Death,  in* 
making  Reconciliation  for  our  Offences. — Jonathan 
interceded  once  and  again  with  his  Father  in  Da-^ 
vid's  Behalf.  CHRISTevcr  liveth,  to  plead  his 
Blood,  and  make  Interceflion  for  Tranfgreflbrs. — 
Jonathan  Jiripped  Himfelf  of  the  Robe  that  was  upon 
Himy  and  gave  it  to  David^  and  his  Garment^  even  to 
his  Swordj  and  his  BoWj  and  his  Girdle  ||.  Our  R  E 
DE  E  MER,  without ftripping Himfelf,  has  cloth- 
ed  Us  (fuch  is  the  Prerogative  of  a  Divine  Perfon  !) 
with  the  Robe  of  his  Righteoufnefs,  and  with  the 
Garment  of  his  Salvation.  He  has  configned  over 
to  Us  all  the  Merit  of  bis  hbly  Life  and  propitiato- 
ry Death. 

CHRIST 
•  John  XV.  15. 
t  Horacf  calls  his  Friend  Virgil^  Anima  Dimdium  me^tp^ 
^  Phikm.  12,  17,  II  I  Sam,  xviH.  4. 
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CHRIST  ftands  related  to  his  People,  not  as  a 
friend  only,  but  as  a  Parents  He  is  called  by  a 
Pxophet,  THE  EVERLASTING  FATHER  *  ^ 
and  we  arc  faid,  by  an  Apoftle,  to  be.A/j  Children  f* 
—Children  look  upon  themfelves,  as  interefted  in 
the  Wealth .  of  their  Parents,  They  exped,  and 
not  without  reafonable  Ground,  to  reap  Benefit 
from  it,  while  the  Parents  live;  and  to  become  Pof- 
feffors  of  it,  when  they  die.  Accordingly  the  Fa- 
ther fays  in  the  Gofpcl ;  Son^  all  that  I  have  is 
tbinet^Since  the  high  and  holy  IMMANUEL 
vouchfafes  to  be  our  FATHER,  can  we  fuppofe 
Him  lefs  generous  than  an  earthly  Parent  ?  Or  can 
We  imagine  that  his  Children  (hall  have  lefs  to  hope, 
than  the  Heirs  of  an  earthly  Progenitor?  May  We 
not,  ought  We  not  to  regard  all  his  communicable 
Goods,  all  the  Benefits  refulting  from  his  meritori- 
ous Sufferings  and  perfeft  Obedience,  as  our  Por- 
tion ? — Efpecially,  fince  He  is  the  Te/iat9r  {|  alfo  ; 
has  bequeathed  them  to  Us  by  Will ;  and,  having 
fubmitted  to  Death,  they  become  legally  ours. 

/  am  the  FINEj  fays  our  LORD,  Te  are  the 
Branches  §.  They  who  believe,  are  ingrafted  into 
CHR  IS  Tl— Take  notice  of  a  Cyon.  What  are 
the  Confequences  of  its  Ingrafture  ?  It  is  embodied 
with  the  Subftance  of  the  Tree,  and  partakes  of  its 
Fatnefs.  The  Sap,  imbibed  by  the  Root,  circu- 
lates into  it ;  gives  it  vegetable  Life ;  fills  it  with 
Buds,  decks  it  with  BlofToms,  and  loads  it  with 
Fruit.— If  then  we  are  one  with  CHRIST,  as 
much  as  the  Branch  is  one  with  the  Stock,  it  fliould 
feem  probable,  even  upon  the  Principles  of  com- 
mon Experience,  that  his  Wifdom  is  ours,  to  en- 
lighten 

» Ifai.  vL  9-  +  Heb.  ii  13.  X  Luke  xv.  31, 

y  Heb.  ix.  17.        5  John  xv.  5. 
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lighten  Us ;  his  Righteoufnefs  is  ours,  to  juftify  Us  ; 
his  Sfirit  is  ours,  to  fanftify  Us;  his  Redemption  is 
ours,  to  make  Us  completely  and  eternally  happy. 
— ^What  feems  probable  from  the  Nature  of  Things, 
is  rendered  certain  by  the  Word  of  Revelation, 
For  thus  faith  our  unerring  Teacher;  Of  Him  are 
Te  inCHRISTJESUS;  Who  of  GOD  is  made 
unto  Us  Wifdom^  Righteoufnefs^  San^ijication^  and  Re- 
demption. In  CHRIST  JESUS;  here  tht  Union  is 
expreffed.     Then  ifollows,  and  from  thence  flows,  a 
Communion  with  Hin^in  all  his  mediatorial  Bleflings. 
CHRIST  is   united  to  his  People  by  a  Tie, 
clofer  and  dearer  than  the  parental.     They  are  not 
only  his  Children,  but    his  Spoufe.     He  is  often 
called  their  Bridegroom,  and  is  not  alhamed  to  avow 
the  tender  Engagement;  I  will  betroth  Thee  to  Me 
for  ever.     Yea^  I  will  betroth  Thee  unto  me  in  Righte- 
oufnefs^ and  in  Judgmenty  and  in  Loving- kindnefs^  and 
in  Mercies.     I  will  even  betroth  Thee   unto  Me  in 
Faithfulnefs*.     The  condefcending  GOD  multi- 
plies, diverfifies,    accumulates  his  Words.      And 
this,  with   admirable   Propriety,  as  well   as   fur- 
pafling  Goodnefs.     The  Honour  is    fo  highy  and 
the  Favour  fo  greats  We  (hould  hardly  know  how 
to   believe   it,   and    hardly   venture    to  apply  it. 
Left  therefore   by  a   fingle  Expreflion,  it  fhotild 
not    be  fufficiently.eftablifhed,    it  ftands   ratified 
by  repeated  Aflevcrations,   and  with  all  the  Ener- 
gy of  Language.     So  that,  be  the  Grace  ever  fo 
aftonilhing,    Wc  are  affured,  the  Fa£l  is  ecjually 
certain  ;  He   that   is  our  M  A  K  E  R,  i^  alfo  our 

HUSBANDf.  Let 

•  Hof.  ii.  19,  20. 
t  Ifai.  liv.   5.    Thy  MAKER   is  thy  Hufiandi  the 
LORD  of  Hojls  is  his  Name ;  thy  R EDEEMER,  the 
Holy  One  of  Ifraeh   the   G  6  D  of  the  ivheie  Earth  Jhall 

He 
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Let  Us  confider  what  follows,  upon  fuch^  an 
Union.     We  may  take  for  an  Example,  the  Cafe  of 

Boaz 

He  he  called.     Wonderfally  emphatical,  and  unfpeak* 
ably  precious  VIotdisl^Thy  M J K E R  is  iky  Hujband. 
Left  any,  amazed  at  this  Condefceniion  and  Grace,  fhould 
ftagger  through  Unbelief,   and  attempt  to  qualify  the 
Expreifion ;  left  a  Sufpicion  ihould  arife,  that  the  Expref- 
iion^  thus  conne£led,  can  never  mean  the  felf-exiftent,  the 
eternal,  infinite  GOD;  the  Prophet exj)lains  HimfelfL 
^he  LORD  ofHofts  is  his  Nami,   He  is  no  inferior  or  fub- 
ordinate  Perfon.     He  is  none  other  than  the  fupreme  om* 
nipotent  JEHOVAH;    who  docs  according  to  his 
Will,  among  the  Armies  of  the  Sky,  and  the  Reptiles  of 
the  Ground. — As  this  is  a  Dodrine  of  the  laft  Impor- 
tance, the  facred  Writer  pours  greater  Light  upon  it, 
and  afcertain«  it  with  greater  Precifion.     The  Holy  One  of 
Jfrael  is  his  Name;  poflefled  of  all  Holinefs,  Perfeftion, 
and  Glory;  whom  the  Church  in  all  Ages  and  Places, 
acknowledge  as  the  one  adorable  Objeft  of  their  Worfhip, 
their  Hope,  their  Faith.— To  eftablifh,   beyond  all  Con- 
tradiction, this  moft  joyous  and  raviftiing  Truth,  it  is 
farther  declared ;  The  G  OD,  not  of  I/rael  only,  but  of 
ihe  nvhole  Earth,  and  of  all  the  Nations,  JhallHe  be  called. 
Yes ;  H  E,  who  is  the  Hufband  of'  his  People,  and  loves 
them  with  the  Complacency  of  a  Bridegroom ;  H  E  now 
is,  and  fooner  or  later  fti  all  be  recognized,  as  thefolePro* 
prietor  of  the  Univerfe.     As  the  Creator,   Governor, 
and  GOD,  of  all  Men,  Creatures,  and  Things. 

Let  the  Reader,  at  his  Leifure,  compare  the  fore- 
going Text  with  ihofe  PafTages  in  the  New  Teftament, 
which  rejprefent  C  HRI S  T,  as  the  Bridegroom  and 
Huft)and  of  his  Church.  The  Comparifon  will  yield  a 
jnoft  4elightful  and  inconteftable  Proof,  that  our  S  A  VI- 
0\5K\^i\itLORDof  Hoftsy  the  Holy  Oneof  I/rael,  the 
GOD  of  the  "juhole  Earth,  A  Truth,  which  fhould  never 
depart  from  our  Minds ;  which  fhould  be  interwovea 
with  all  Oiix  Meditations  on  CHRIST.  Since  it 
gives  much  the  fame  Addition  of  Beauty,  Dignity,  and 
Glory,  to  the  Privileges  of  the  Gofpel  and  the  whole 
Plan  of  Redemption;  which  the  Light  of  the  Sun  gives 
to  the  Flowers  of  the  Garden,  the  Profpefts  of  the  Field, 
and  the  whole  Face  of  Nature.  See  yoh»  iii,  zg.  Rev, 
xxi.  9.  2  Cor,  xi.  2. 
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Boa%  and  Ruth.  Soon  as  their  Nuptials  were  folem- 
nized,  (he  that  was  poor,  became  rich :  from  a 
Gleaner  in  the  Field,  fhe  commenced  Mijlrefs  of 
the  Harveft :  and,  from  abiding  by  the  Maidens, 
had  a  Seat  at  the  Matter's  Table. — ^If  we  are  united 
to  CHRIST  by  a  Marriage  Contraa,  the  fame 
Effefts  take  place.  We  that  were  poor,  are  rich 
in  Him.  We,  who  had  Nothing,  poffefs  all  Things 
in  CHRIST.  We  that  dwell  in  Duft,  are  made 
to  Jit  together  with  our  exalted  HUSBAND  in 
heavenly  Places  ♦• 

If  you  choofe  fome  modern  Exempfification, 
what  can  be  more  pertinent,  than  the  remarkable 
Inftance  of  your  Neighbour  ^r/V«a  ?  She  was  late- 
ly left  a  Widow,  by  the  diffolute  and  extravagant 
Bellario.  Her  Circumftances  miferably  embarrafled„ 
and  the  Eftate  deeply  mortgaged.  Her  Friends  look^ 
ed  fhy,  and  her  Creditors  became  clamorous.  Scarce 
a  Day  paffed,  but  it  made  fome  new  Difcovery  of 
Debts  con  traded  by  the  Deceafed.  So  that  the 
Affairs  of  the  Survivor  appeared  with  a  more  melan- 
choly Afpeft,  and  in  a  lefs  retrievable  Condition. 
But^  having  won,  firft  the  Compaflion,  then  the 
Affeftion,  of  the  wealthy  and  illuftrious  Philander;^ 
how  happily  is  the  Face  of  Things  altered  !  All  her 
Debts  devolve  upon  Him,  and  -all  his  Dignity  is  de- 
rived to  Herf.  He  ftands  refponfible,  for  what- 
ever 
•  Eph.  ii.  6. 

-f  UbiTu  Caius,  ihi  Ego  Caia  was  the  Roman  Maxim. 
Agreeably  to  this  Rule,  which  has  obtained  amoiig  all 
civilized  Nations,  the  Scripture  calls  the  Church  by  the 
Name  of  her  Httjband\  and  the  divine  Hufband  by  the 
Name  of  the  Church.  To  denote  that  interchange- 
able Relation,  and  Communion  of  Interefts,  which  re- 
fult  from  fuch  2»  conjugal  State.  Compare  Jet\  xxiii. 
5,  6.  wilfajj^/.  ilix.  3.  and  7^-xxxiii.  15,  r6. 
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ever  She  owes ;  and  She  is  a  Sharer,  in  whatever 
Htpoffejfes.  Though  ruined  by  lier  late  Hufband, 
She  is  more  than  reftored  by  her  prefent;  has 
Reafon  to  rejoice  in  his  Affluence,  and  to  glory 
in  his  Honours. — Have  not  We  aUb^  Reafon  ta 
rejoice  in  our  heavenly  BRIDEGROOM? 
Since  a  far  more  glorious  Exchange  fubfifts  be- 
tween Him  and  his  myftical  Spoufe,  He  has 
bore  the  Curfe^  that  We  may  inherit  the  Blef-^ 
fing.  Sin  was  charged  on  Him,  that  Righieoufnefs 
might  be  imputed  to  Us.  In  a  Word,  He  has 
fuftained  our  deplorable  Miferics,  that  He  might 
impart  to  Us  his  unfearchable  Treafures.— Does 
the  Law  dcmznd  perfeSf  Purity  of  Nature,  and^^- 
fi^  Obedience  of  Life  ?  It  muft  go  to  Him  for  Sa- 
tisfaftion.  Do  We  want  Grace,  and  Glory,  and 
every  good  Thing  ?  We  may  look  to  Him  for  a 
Supply.  To  HIM,  Theron,  in  whom  it  has  pleafed 
the  FJTHERy  that  all  Fulnefs  Jhould  dwell*. 

If  any'Thing  can  exprefs  an  Union,  more  inti- 
mate and  infeparable  than  the  conjugal,  it  is  that  of 
the  Members  with  the  Head.  This  Image  is  ufed 
by  the  HOLY  GHOST,  to  (hadow  forth  tl>e 
Conneftion  between  Cif^/S5r  and  the  Faithful. 
He  is  the  Head  over,  all  ThingSy  with  refpefl:  to  Rule 
and  Supremacy;  but  a  Head  of  Life,  and  Influence, 
with  refpe£t  to  the  Church  f . — The  Head  and  the 
Members  conftituteoae  natural  Body;  CHRIST 
and  his  Church  compofe  one  myftical  Body.  What 
Kindnefs  is  done,  what  Injury  is  offered  to  the 
Members,  the  Head  regards  them  as  done  to  itfelf. 
Accordingly  CHRIS  T  fays  to  the  outrageous  Saulj 
who  made  Havock  of  the  Church  ;  Saul^  Saul,  why 
perfecutejl  Thou   MEX?   He  declares   concerning 

thofe 
•  Col.  i.  19,      t  Eph*  u  zz*       %  Aftf  ix.  4. 
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thofe  indigent  Chrijlians  to  whofe  Neceffities  We 
adminifter  Relief;  Inafmuch  as  Ye  have  done  it  unta 
them^  Te  have  done  it  unto  ME*. — The  Animal 
Spirits  formed  in  the  Head,  are  formed  for  the  Bene- 
fit of  the  whole  Body,  and  defigned  for  the  Ufe  of 
all  the  Members.  So  the  Righteoufnefs  wrought 
by  JESUS  CHRIST,  is  wrought  out  for  his  whole 
Hiyftical  Body,  and  intended,  for  the  Advantage  of 
all  his  People;  to  be  the  confeituent  Caufe  of  their    ■ 

Juftification,    and  the  meritorious  Caufe  of  their 

Salvation. 

Being  then  fo  nearly  related,  fo  clofely  united  to 
the  bleffed  JESUS,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  Be- 
lievers are  now  loved  with  the  fame  fatherly  Love, 
and  will  hereafter  be  Partakers  of  the  fame  heaven- 
ly Glory  t- — ^What  might  we  not  expedl  from  the 
ever  faithful  REDEEMER,  if  He  vpuchfafed  to 
acknowledge  but  one  of  thefe  endearing  Names  ? 
SinceHe  has  eng  aged  Himfelf  to  Us  by  all  the  Ties 
of  Affinity  and  AfFeftion;  may  we  not   promife 
Ourfelves,  and  with  the  Affurance  of  Hope,  every 
good  Thing;  Even  all  the  Fulnefsof  GOD  %  our 
Saviour  ? — Does  not  each  of  thefe  tender  Relati- 
ons, fubfifting  between  Ci/^  75  y  and  his  Saints, 
imply  an  intire  Property  in  one  another,  and  a  mu- 
tual Participation  of  all  that  belongs  to  either  ?  If 
this  is  included  in  each  feparately,  how  much  more 
in  all  conjointly  ?  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his. 
I   dare  not  fay,  this  is  the  Pofey  of  the  myftical 
Ring.    Left  the  Thought  (hould  appear  quaint,  and 
below  the  Dignity  of  the  Subjeft.     But   this  ex- 
preffes  the  Effeft,  the  undoubted  Effcft  of  fo  en- 
liching,  fo  ennobling,  fo  divine  an  Union, 

How 
•  Matt.  XXY.  40^    t  Johnxvii.  22,  23.  %  Eph.  iii.  19. 
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How  pleafing,    yet  how  amazing  the  Thought  f 
Shall  We,  who  fay  to  Corruption,  Thou  art  my  Fa^ 
ther ;  and  to  the  Worm,  Thou  art  my  Mother  and  my 
Sifter  * :  fliall  We  be  permitted  to  fay,  concerning 
the  HE  A  D  of  all  Principality  and  Power,  We  ar£ 
Member i  of  his  Body^  ofhii  Flejhy  and  of  his  Bones  \? 
—What  a  Mercy  might  We  efteem  it,  not  to  be 
confounded  before  a  MAJESTY  fofublim^  and 
magnificent !   What  a  Favour  to  obtain  the  leaft 
propitious  Regard  from  the  KING  immSrtal  and 
invifible  !  What  an  Honour,  to  be  admitted  into  his 
Family,  and  numbered  among  the  Meaneft  of  his 
Servants  ! — But  to  be  his  adopted  Children  j  to  be  his 
efpoufed  Bride ;    to  be  the  Members  of  his  facred 
Body — To  have  HIM  for  our  everlafting  Father^ 
HIM  for  the  Bridegroom  of  our  Souls,  HIM  for 
our  heavenly  Head;  who  is  the  M  A  K  E  R  of  all 
Worlds,  and  the  S  O  V  E  R  E I G  N  of  all  Crea- 
tures  !    What  Words   can  duly   celebrate,    what 
Heart  can  fuflBciently  admire,  the  Condcfcenfion 
and  the  Love  of  our  adorable  JESUS?  Or  who 
can  juftly  queftion  the  Fruits  of  fuch  a  Fellowfhip, 
and  the  Cbnfequences  of  fuch  an  Union?  Quef- 
tion  them  !    No,  the  Fruits  are  infallibly  fure,  as 
the  Privilege  is  incxpreffibly  great. 

Let  me  once  again  introduce  Dr.  Lightfoot^  as  a 
great  and  venerable  Witnefs  of  both  thefe  Truths, 
"  Laban  fpeak  high,  when  He  faid ;  Thefe  Children 
^^  are  mine^  and  all  thefe  Things  thou  feeji  are  mine. 
"  But  how  high  and  glorious  \s  that,  which  may 
«  be  faid  of  a  juftified  Perfon  !  All  thou  heareft  of 
«  CHRIST  is  thine ;  his  Life  is  thine,  his  Death 
*«  is  thine,  his  Obedience,  Merit,  Spirit, all  thine*  " 

•  T  1.     ..  — To 

•  Jobxvii.   14.  f  Eph.  v.'3o. 

J  Seei^r,  LightfootV  Works,  Vol.  XL  p.  1077, 
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— T^o  this  let  me  join  another  Witncfs,  whofe 
Tcftimony,  though  more  plain,  is  no  Icfs  weighty.  . 
<'  Faith,  izjs  Luther ^  muft  be  purely  taught :  name- 
^<  ly,  that  Thou  art  fo  entirely  and  nearly  joined 
«« to  CHRIST^  that  He  and  Thou  arc  made  as  it 
•^  were  one  Pcrfon  :  fo  that  thou  mayeft  boldly  fay, 
^<  I  am  now  one  with  CHRIST;  that  is  to  fay, 
««  CHRIST'S  Righteoufnefs,  Viftory,  and  Life 
«  are  mine.  And  again,  CHRIST  may  fay,  £ 
«<  am  that  Sinner,  that  is,  his  Sins  and  his  Death 
<'  are  mine,  becaufe  He  is  united  and  joined  un« 
*'  to  Me  and  1  unto  Him  ♦.*' — Rich  and  important 
Words  !  Than  which  nothing  can  give  Us  a  jufter 
or  fuller  Explanation  of  the  Apoftle's  AfTertion^ 
fTe  are  Partakers  of  CHRISTf. 

•  When  fome  foreign  Ladies,  of  the  firft  Quality, 
paid  a  Vifit  to  Leomdas's  Queen ;  the  Talk  turn- 
ed upon  their  rich  Clothes,  their  cofUy  Jewels, 
imd  fplendid  Equipage.  After  they  had  feverally 
difplaycd  their  own  Grandeur,  they  inquired  after 
her  Majefty's  l^incry.  What  She  had  to  diftinguilh 
Her  from  the  Vulgar  ? — She  replied.  My  illujlrious 
HuJbandX^—^^^t  elfe  ?  My  tlluftrious  Hujband.-^ 
And  as  often  as  They  repeated  the  fame  Queftion, 
She  returned  the  fame  Anfwer. — ^Could  this  Queen 
fpeak  of  her  royal  Confort,  in  fuch  admiring,  re* 
joicing,  fclf-gratulating  Terms?  And  flialt  not 
vile  Sinners  look  upon  their  REDEEMER-^ 
that  moft  majeftic,  yet  all-condefcending  Bride*« 
VaL.  IIL  S  groom  i 

•  LvTHBR  upon  Galat.  f  Hcb.  iii.  14* 

X  The   amiable  and  heroic  Fanthea  exprefles  Herfelf . 
in  much  the  fame  Manner,  concerning  her  gallant  Haf** 
band  Ahradates  ;  Dv  y»^  t^vyt  fifjlro;  xoo^pio;  Krq,  Xiif OPH, 
Cyropsd.  Lib.  VL 


!t74  AfiPAsio  io  Theron.      Let.  laJ 

groom ;  who  is  full  of  Grace  and  Truth,  full  of 
Merit  and  Righteoufnefs — (hall  not  they  much  nure^ 
look  upon  H 1 M,  as  their  Honour  and  their  Joy  ; 
the  Objed  (^  their  Dependence,  and  the  Caufe  o# 
their  Boafting  ^ 

You  once  mentioned  Self^mportanef.  I  hope^ 
y^e  have  now  renounced  that  fpecious  Abfurdity«^ 
Have  abjured  that  Idol  of  Jealoufy.  It  is 'as  mucb 
i  DelufioB,  as  it  is  a  Provocation.  Nothing  can 
give  Us  any  Importance,  but  the  Work  and  Wor« 
(fainefs  of  C -ff  *  /  S  ^.-—Without  thefc^  We  arc 
defpicable  and  abominable.  Our  Performances  are 
Vanity  \  our  Perfons  are  Pollution ;  and  both  de- 
ferve  to  be  treated,  like  that  infamous  King  of 
Ifrael^  to  whom  the  Prophet  Elijha  declared ;  -A 
Sbi  LORDGOD  of  Hop  tiveth^  Ufore  whom 
I  Jland^  fwrelj^  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  defence 
fff  Jehofhaphat  King  of  Judah,  /  would  not  UA  to* 
%oardtbeey  nor  fee  thee*. — But  the  Work  andWor* 
thinefs  of  CHRIST,  give  Us  Acceptance  with 
GOD,  and  Dignity  before  his  Angeb.^  Thefe 
will  aiFord  Us  Confolation  on  Earth,  and  procure 
for  I  Us  Eftimatibn  id  Heaven.  Through  thefe^ 
We  may  lift  up  our  Heads  with  Courage,  at  the 
Judgment- Seat;  and  may  make  our  Appearance 
with  Honour,  amidft  the  Inhabitants  of  Glory .-^ 
Let  Us  then  exult,  let  Us  triumph,  in  our  heaven* 
ly  Bridegroom.  Forfaking  all  other  Caufes  of  Con- 
fidence, let  Us  keej^  our  Hearts,  our  Afic^ons,  our 
^Thoughts,  only  to  HIM. 

I  ihould  find  it  difficuh,  to  refrain  from  the  far- 
ther Profecution  of  fo  engaging  a  Topic,  did  I  not 
purpofe  to  wait  upon  my  Theron  veiy  fpeedlly*  Then 

Iflwll 
*  2  Kings  iii«  14*  - 
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I  fhall  have  an  Opportunity  of  pouring  into  his 
Bofom  all  the  Fulncfs  of  my  Heart,  Vrith  re* 
gard  to  this  delightful  Subjeft. — In  the  mean  tito^, ' 
leit  me  exhort  my  dear  Friend,  to  be  of  good  Com- 
fort. Heavinefs  may  indure  for  a  Nighty  but  Jay 
iometh  in  the  Morning  ♦.  This  Sortow  of  Which 
you  complain,  may  be  the  Fo^e-tunner  of  IJrititual ' 
and  eternal  Confolation. 

While  i  am  writing,  there  appears  full  in  my 
View,  one  of  the  fincft  Rainbmvs^  I  ever  beheld. 
It  compajfeth  ihe  Heaven  with  a  glorious  Circle ;  fo 
glorious,  that  it  is  no  Difparagement  of  the  Al- 
mighty CREATOR,  to  fay,  the  Hands  of  the 
MO  ST  HIGH  have  bended  it  f— On  what  Foun- 
dation, would  lafk,  is  that  (lately  and  beautiful  Arch 
raifed  ?  From  what  Source,  do  all  its  radiant  and 
lovely  Colours  fpring  ?  It  is  raifed  on  a  gloomy  Af- 
femblagc  of  Vapours ;  and  all  its  rich  Tindlurcs 
fpring  from  a  louring  Cloud. — Thus  does  the  bleffed . 
GOD,  on  a  Convidtion  of  Guilt  and  a  Senfe  of 
Ruin,  fpread  Faith,  imprint  Holinefs,  and  diffufe 
Gladnefs.  May  all  thefe,  ere  long,  arife  in  my 
Theron's  Breaft !  And  each  be — bHghty  as  that  re- 
fplendent  Bow — lajiing^  as  the  Sun  that  creates  it ! 

Yes  J  it  is  the  ardent  Wifli  of  my  Soul,  \md 
Ihall  be  my  frequent  Prayer  to  GOD,  That  both 
our  Hearts  may  be  comforted^  being  knit  together  in 
'Lovey  unto  all  Riches  of  the  full  AJfurance  of  Un-' 
der/landing  tj  in  this  great  Myftery  of  Godlincfs. 
—What  Vigour  of  Expreigon,  what  Exuberance 
of  Ideas,  and,  above  all,  what  diftinguifhed  Privi- 
leges are  Herel-^JJiirance — /Vr//Affurance — Riches 

S   2  Qf 
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of  the  full  Aflurancc— ^//  Riches  of  the  full  Afiu-* 
ranee  of  Underftanding — in  reference  to  our  Union 
with  CHRIST^  and  its  unutterably  precious  Ef- 
fcfts  !— Can  the  Orator  exprefs  more  ?  Can  th^ 
Sinner  defire  more  ?  Can  the  Saint,  I  had  almoft 
faid»  can  the  Archangel  enjoy  more  ? — ^May  this  be 
the  Portion  of  my  dear  Tberon^  and  of 

His  tVir/aithfut 

AsFASicv 


prA- 


DIALOGUE    XV. 


rSPASIO  had  taken  Leave  of  Ws 
Friend  Camtllusy  and  was  come  to  revifit 
Theron.  Whofe  Thoughts  feemed  to 
be  in  a  State  of  much  Fluftuation, 
and  no  fmall  Anxiety.  Hoping,  that 
ibme  proper  Converfation  on  the  Grace  and  Privileges 
of  thcs  Gofpel,  might  compofe  and  comfort  his 
Mind.  Might,  while  his  Heart  was  foftened  by 
humbling  Conviftions,  fix  the  Stamp  of  genuine 
Chriftianity;  and  deliver  his  whole  Soul  into  the 
Mould*  of  evangelical  Religion. 

ff^en  Sorroiif  zp9unds  the  Breajly  as  Ploughs  the  Glehe^ 
And  Hearts  obdurate  feel  her  fofCning  Sh^w^ry 
Her  Seed  cele/lial  then  glad  TVifdamfows  : 
Her  golden  Harvejls  triumph  in  the  Soil  f^  ♦ 

S3  He 

•  Deliver  into  the  Mould— This  is  the  literal  Tranfla- 
tion,  and  exad  Senfe  of  St.  PauPs  Phrafe ;  Ek  oy  wo^^afw 
Ml  Tt/^roir  ^»l«x*»^.  Rom.  vi.  17. — Which,  as  it  contains  a, 
ieautiful  Allufion<t  conveys  alfo  a  very  inftruBinfe  Admonitiotu 
Intimating,  that  our  Minds,  all  pliant  and  dudUle,  fhould 
be  conformed  to  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  as  licjuid 
Metals  take  the  Figure  of  fome  elegant  Mould,  into 
which  they  are  caft. 

t  J^ight-Thoughts. 


t7«       D  I  A  L  O  G  U  E    XV. 

He  arrived  pretty  Utc  in  the  Evening :  a^d,  be- 
ing fomewhat  weary  with  the  Journey,  foon  with- 
drew to  his  Repofe. — The  next  Morning,  as  Theran 
walked  abroad,  to  tafte  the  cool  Delights  of  the 
Dawn;  He  was  agreeably  furprifed,  by  meeting' 
Jfpafto. 

'  Ther.  So  foon  awake,  my  worthy  Friend  !  And 
after  fo  much  Fatigue  on  the  preceding  Day  !— I 
had  not  the  leaft  £xpe£lation  of  your  Company, 
till  Breakfaft.  Then  indeed  I  promifed  myfelf  a 
double  Rcgfile — The  Refrefhqoients  exhibited  en 
the  Table;  and  thofe  %vMefome  Words  of  'our 
L  OR  D  JE  S US  CHRIST  *,  which,  more  prer 
cious  than  Manna,  drop — 

Jfp.  How,  Theron  /—Have  you  alfo  learnt  thofe 
foothing  Arts,  which  polifli  the  Speech,  to  deprave 
our  Sentiments  ?  Could  I  have  fufpe<5ted  the  in- 
chanting  Wiles  of-Flatteryy  from  my  lincere,  my 
tried,  my  bofom  Friend  ? 

ner.  Your  Friend  is  ftill  fincere;  and  his  Word$ 
are  very  jemote  from  Flattery.— How  welcome  te 
the  wind-bound  Marinery  vveary  with  Expedation^ 
alid  fick  with  Difappointments,  i^  the  Vifit  of  a 
propitious  Gale !  How  welcome  to  the  Field$y  parch- 
ed with  Drought,  and  gafping  for  Moifture,  arc  co- 
pious Showers  of  Rain !  How  acceptable  to  the 
IfraeliUs^  traveling  through  the  inhofpitable  De- 
fert,  and  pining  for  want  of  the  Fruits  of  the  Earth, 
was  the  miraculous  Supply  of  heavenly  Bread  ! — 
Yet,  neither  propitious  Gales  to  .the  wind-bound 
Mariner,  nor  copious  Showers  to  the  thirfty  Soil, 
nor  heavenly  Bread  to  the  famifhed  Ifraelitesy  could 
be  more    welcome    to  each  refpedively,    or  to 

r    ♦  i.Tim.ri.  3, 
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411  jointly,  than  your  late  Converfation,  and  latei^ 
Correfpondcnce,  to  my  anxious  Soul.  ^ 

Afp.  Why,  I  thought,  you  looked  upon  my  No*. 
tions  as  chimerical !  Is  Therm  alio  become  credii-r 
Ibu^  ?  Like  one  of  Us  weak-headed  Believers  ?— . 
Has  i£r  quitted  the  Strong-holds  of  Reafon  ?  I9 
He  vanquiibcd  by  the  Sling -ftone of  Faith  ?  Or  can 
He  fubmit  to  this  ftrangc  Method  of  Salvation,  by 
embracing  the  Righteoufnefe,  and  relying  on  the 
Obedience  of  Another  ? 

Ther.  I  find,  my  Reafon  was  a  feeble  Guide  j  or 
I  myfelf  not  faithful  to  its  genuine  Diftates.    I  was 
blinded  with  Prejudice.     I  was  intoxicated  with 
Pride.     A  vain  Conceit  of  my  moral  Powers,  be- 
trayed me,  as  I  fear  it  has  betrayed  many,  into  a 
Contempt  of  the  evangelical  Righteoufnefs. — I  held, 
what  I  thought  an  Honour  to  human  Nature.     !• 
Aow  retraft  my  Opinion.     I  now  perceive,  that  as 
my  natural  Light  could  not  difcover  the  Way,  nei- 
ther can  my  perfonat  Obedience  put  me  in  Poffeffion, 
of  Life  and  Salyation.     No  more  Banter,  Afpajio: 
— fjtave  done  : — I  am   ferious,  and  very  much  in 
«arneft.     So  much  in  carneft,  that  if  all  my  Ac- 
xjuaintance  of  the  'Pharifai^al  Turn,   or  if  all  my 
Brothers  of  the  Smile,  fhould  rally  me  on  the  Sub- 
J  eft;  I  Would  frankly  acknowkdgemy  Error,  and 
as  freely  fign  my  Recantation. 

Afp.  My  dearTA/r««,  I  ^plaud  your  Refolution. 
You  have  no  more  Caufe  to  be  afhamed  of  fuch  a 
Praftice,  than  PUJip  hzd  to  be  alhamed  of  the  Im- 
pcrfedlion  in  his  Limbs.  When,  being  obfervcd  to 
go  lame,  with  a  Wound  received  in  Battle,  he  had 
this  Coniblation fuggefted  by  one  of  his  Courtiers: 
<*  Never  bluih,  my  royal  Sir,  for  a  DqIcAj  which 
S  4  /*«put8 
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«*  puts  You  in  mind  of  your  Fakur^  every  Step  Yotr 
*«  take." — To  facrifice  our  Prejudices  i«  the  Search, 
of  Truth,  is  no  lefs  honourable,  than  to  be  marked 
with  a  Scar,  in  the  Defence  of  our  Country.  And 
never  furely  was  any  Prejudice  greater  than  tbat^ 
which  pretends,  by  perfonal  Virtue  and  Morality^ 
to  fuperfede  the  Neceffity  .of  imputed  Righteouf- 
nefs. 

I  beg  Pardon  for  my  Pleafantry..  Since  you  are 
fo  Very  ferious,  a  gay  Air  was  quite  unfeafonable.-— 
You  cannot  often  complain,  that  I  am  guilty  of  this 
Fault.  Nor  can  you  eafdy  imagine,  the  Satisfaction 
I  fhall  enjoy  J  if,  either  my  Letters,  or  my  Difcourfe, 
have  adminiftered  any  Advantage  to  my  Friend.  .  I 
fhall  note  it  down,  among  the  diftinguifhed  Blef- 
lings  of  my  Life;  and  have  an  additional  Obligati^ 
on,  to  love  the  beneficent  AUTHOR  of  all  Good* 

But,  as  I  cannot  be  a  Furthererof  your  Happinefs^ 
without  the  greateft  Delight ;  fo  I  cannot  be  a  Wit* 
nefs  of  your  Solicitude,  without  a  painful  Regret« 
You  muft  therefore  permit  me  to  a(k  the  Caufe  of 
that  unufual  Vehemence^  which  I  obferve  in  your 
Speech  \  and  that  deep  Conarn^  which  I  read  in  your 
Countenance. 

Ther*  I  have  been  confidering  very  attentively, 
What  is  the  prefent  State,  and  what  is  likely  to  be 
the/n^/ConditioA  of  mySouU 

My  Hopes  and  Fears 
Start  up  alarnCd  \  and  o*er  Life's  narrow  Verge 
Look  downr-^n  what  ?  A  fatbondefs  Abyfsy 
Avajl  Eternity  I 

My  Sins^  at  the  fame  time,  like  an  armed  Hoft^ 
are  fefin  dreadful  Array,  an^  furround  me  on  every 
Sidc.'^JuJlicei  like  an  injured  and  incenfed  Foey 

'  iini)ieatfas 
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t  unflieaths  the  Sword,  and  makes  a  loud  Demand  for 

i  Vengeance. — No  Rightcoufnefs  of  my  own  prefents 

i  itfelf,   no  Rightcoufnefs  from  the  Works  of  the 

{  Law,  to  which  I  may  fly  for  Refuge. — The  Method 

,  of  Salvation,  in  which  I  formerly  confided,  is  a 

,  Bridge  broken  down ;  and  leaves  me,  without  affording 

any  Poffibility  of  Efcape,  abandoned  to  the  ap- 
proaching Enemy. 

To  aPerfon  in  fuch  deplorable  Circumftances, 
how  reviving,  how  delightful,  is  the  very  Thought- 
of  being  intercftcd  in  the  great  RE  DEE  ME  R'3 
•  Righteoufnefs !— I  don't  wonder  now  at  a  Saying  of 

Luther^s ;  which  I  have  fometimes  exploded,  a$ 
ftrangely  extravagant :  "  That,  upon  the  Difcovery 
*<  of  this  glorious  Righteoufnefs,  the  Gates  of  Pa- 
♦*  radife  feemed  to  fly  open  before  Him,  and  the 
«  Dawn  of  Heaven  was  all  in  yiew/* 

Talking  in  this  manner,  they  came  to  an  elevated 
Terrace.  Which,  about  an  Hour  before,  had  been 
|baved  by  the  Scythe,  and  emitted  all  the  Frefhnefs 
of  new-mown  Herbage, — On  one  Side,  a  fine  Cham^ 
paign  Country  ftretched  its  wide  Dimenfions. — On 
!  the  other,  a  Flower-Garden  exhibited  the  laft  Orna- 

ments of  the  Year. — Here  you  might  ftill  fee  the 
tufted  Vermilion,  and  the  full-blown  Ivory,  glit- 
tering through  Spangles  of  liquid  Cryftal. — There, 
You  might  trace  the  Footfteps  of  the  early  Cattle, 
by  many  a  recent  Print  on  the  dewy  Lawn. — On 
Ac  Walls  and  Efpalicrs,  Autumn  had  fpread  her 
3tores;  and  was  beginning  to  beautify  their  Rinds 
with  many  a  ruddy  Streaky  or  to  breathe  over  their 
gloiTy  §kins  her  delicate  and  inimitable  Bloom. 


»S2       D  I  A  L  O  G  U  E    XV. 

Afp.  See,  faid  Afpafto^  the  Wifdom  and  Benignltjr^ 
iivhichy  in  amiable  and  infeparable  Conjunction^  dis- 
play themfelves  through  the  whole  Oeconomy  of  the 
Univerfe !  GOD  h^s  madt  every  Thing  beautiful  in  hig 
Time* 'y   every  Thing  fcrviceable  in  its  Place.     A 
little  while  ago,  the  flowery  Meads  delfghted  our 
Eyes,  and  the  melodious  Birds  charmed  our  Ears. 
l^ow,the  tafteful  Fruits  are  preparing  their  Dainties  | 
and  prefenting  Us  with  a  Collation,  to  regale  our 
•Palate. — The  whole  Earth,  and  all  the  Seafon$,aiie 
rich  with  our  C  R  EA  T  O  R*8  Goodnefs.     Yea, 
Che  whole  Earth,  and  all  that  replenifhes  it,  all  that 
furrounds  it,  are  full  of  his  Prefcnce.    H  E  it  is,  who 

Warms  in  the  Sutij  r^frejhes  in  the  Breeze^ 
Glows  in  the  Stars,  and  blojfoms  in  the  Trees  i        , 
Lives  through  all  Life,  extends  through  all  Extent, , 
Spreads  undivided,  operates  unfpent  f- 

An  habitual  Belief  of  this  Truth,  gives  Nature 
her  lovelieji  Afpe£t,  and  lends  her  the  moft  con* 
fummate  Power  to  pleafe.  The  Breath  of  Violets, 
and  the  Blufh  of  Rofes  ;  the  Mufic  of  the  Woods, 
and  the  Meanders  of  the  Stream ;  the  afpiring  Hill^ 
the  extended  Plain,  and  all  the  Decorations  of  the 
Landfchape ;  then  appear  in  their  hlgheft  Attrac- 
t ivcs ;  then  touch  the  Soul  with  the  moft  refined 
Satisfadlion  J  when  GOD  is  feen — ^whenGOD 
i^  heard — and*  GOD  enjoyed  in  all,  —  —  —  — 

Is  Theron  Jbft  in  Thought,  and  dc* 

prived  of  Speech  ?  Is  He  alone  filcnt,  while  all 
Things  fpeak  their  MAKER's  Praifc  ?— Does 
Faith  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST  throw 
a  Shad'c  over  the  Works  of  Creation  ?  Does  H  not 

heighten 

•  Ecelcf,  iii,  1 1 •  fFoFh'sEth.  Epiji. 
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heighten  their  Beauties,  aad  inliven  their  Graces  i 
-—It  does  ;  and  to  fuch  a  Degre'e,  that  the  religiout 
is  the  only  true  Philofopher  \  nor  can  the  PleafurcfiP 
of  Imagination  ever  acquire  their  proper  Relifh,  till 
they  are  ripened  by  the  Exercife  of  Devotion.-—^ 
With  this  View  then,  fince  my  Friend  forbears,  let 
me  attempt  to  fpeak  :  not  to  increafe  his  Know- 
ledge, but  to  beget  Faith,  and  cultivate  Devotioa 
in  Us  both. 

The  fpacious  Canopy  ♦  over  our  Heads,  is  paints, 
cd  with  Blue ;  and  the  ample  Carpet  under  our 
Feet,  is  tinged  with  Green.  Thefe  Colours,  by 
their  foft  and  chearing  Qualities,  yield  a  perpetual 
Refrefhment  to  the  Eye  f^  Whereas,  had  the 
Face  of  Nature  gliftered  with  White,  or  glowed 
with  Scarlet ;  fuch  ardent  and  dazling  Hues  would^ 
inftead  of  exhilarating,  have  fatigued  the  Sight.*-^ 
Befides  ;  as  the  feveral  brighter  Colour^  are  inter- 
fperfed,  and  form  the  Figures  in  this  magnificent 
Piece  \  the  Green  and  Blue  conftitute  an  admira-* 

ble 

•  What  Afpafio  calls  the  Canopy,  IfeucJj  defcribes  by 
pl3  Which  We  tranilate  as  a  Curtain ;  but  the  exaft 
Signification  is,  Stent  tenue^  W  tenuijjimum  quid  \  Like 
ibme  finely  attenuated  Expanfe.  Not  like  the  Curtains 
or  the  Covering  of  the  Tabernacle,  which  were  Goats 
Hair  and  Badgers  Skins,  ihaggy  and  coarfe.  But  like 
feme  vrry  fine  Membrane,  fmooth  and  elegant,  nicely 
polifhed  and  inimitably  delicate.  Than  which  Compa- 
rifon  nothing  can  more  perfe«aiy  correfpond  with  the 
Afpeft  of  the  Sky.     Ifai.  xl.  22. 


'Gay  Green, 


Thoufmiling  Nature* s  univerfal  Robe  ! 

United  Light  and  Shade  I  Where  the  Sight  d^Mells^ 

With  growing  Strength,  and  e^ver-new  Delighi, 

Thomson'/  Sfrt^ 
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ble  Groundj  which  (hews  them  all  to  the  utmoflf 

Advantage  ♦.  To  render  this  fine  Ground  ftill 
more  agreeable,  it  is  diverfified,  the  Gre^n  efpeci- 
ally^  by  a  Multitude  of  intermediate  Kinds.  From 
the  deepeft  Verdure,  which  borders  upon  Black, 
even  to  the  paleft,  which  makes  a  near  Approach  to 
Grey. 

'  Had  the  Air  been  more  humid  and  conftderably 
thicker^  it  would  have  dimmed  the  Rays  of  the  Sun^ 
and  darkened  the  chearful  Day.  The  Lungs  of  all 
tcrreftrial  Animals,  had  been  clogged  in  their  vital 
FuniStions.  Men  had  been  fufFocated,  without 
the  ftrangling  Noofe  ;  or  drowned,  without  the 
over- whelming  Flood. — Was  it  feveral  Degrees 
moi^e  thin  and  fubtilized.  Birds  would  not  be  able 
to  wing  their  Way  through  the  Firmament  j  nor 
could  the  Clouds  be  fuftained,  in  fo  attenuated  an 
Atmofpherc.  It  would  want  that  balmy  Softnefs, 
which  continually  feeds  the  Lamp  of  Life.  It  would 
even  elude  the  Organs  of  Refpiration ;  and  We 
Ihould  gafp  for  Breath,  with  as  much  Difficulty, 
with  as  little  Succefs,  as  Fiihes  haled  from  their 
native  Element.  ^        , 

The  Ground  alfo  is  wrought  into  the  nxoft  proper 
Temperature.  Was^  it  of  a  firmer  Confidence,  it 
would  be  impenetrable  to  the  Plough,  and  un- 
manageable by  the  Spade. — Was  \tqizlaxer  Com- 

pofition, 

•  If  the  Reader  has  Patience  to  go  through  the  fol- 
lowHig  Effay,  He  will  find  it,  in  the  IflUe,  not  altoge- 
ther fpreign  to  the  main  Subjeft. — If  He  pleafes  to  con- 
iider  it,  as  aki^  of  praSiical  Comment,  on  that  lovely 
Celebration  of  p*mridential  Goodnefs,  His  tender  Mercies 
are  &ver  all  his  Works — This  may  pofiibly  alleviate  the 
Toil  of  perufing,  and  reconcile  Him  to  the  Length  of 
tfeepcfeant. 
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pofition,  it  would  be  incapable  of  fupporting  its 
own  Furniture.  The  light  Mold  would  be  fwept 
away  by  whirfing  Winds  ;  or  the  oozy  Glebe  foak- 
cd  into  Sloughs  by  the  defcending  Rains. — Becaufe, 
every  Situation  fuits  not  every  Plant ;  but  that 
which  is  a  NuiTe  to  one,  often  proves  a  Step-md* 
ther  to  others  j  therefore,  the  Qualities  of  the  Earth 
arc  fo  abundantly  diverfified,  as  properly  to  accom- 
modate every  Species  of  Vegetation.  We  have  ^ 
Variety  of  Intermediate  Soils,  from  the  loofe  dif- 
jointed  Sand,  to  the^/^* cohefive  Clay  :  from  the 
rough  Projedlions  of  the  craggy  Cliff,  to  the  foftly 
fwclHng  Bed  oiih^fimoth  Parterre. 

The  S€a  carries  equal  Evidences  of  a  moft  wife 
and  gracious  Ordination.— Was  it  larger jWe  (hould 
want  trand  for  the  Purpofes  of  Pafturage,  and  the 
Operations  of  Hufbandry.  We  fhould  be  deftitute 
of  fufficient  Room  for  Mines  and  Forefts  ;  our  fub- 
terrahean  Warehoufes^  and  our  aerial  Tinlber- 
Yards.— Was  it  fmallery  it  would  not  be  capable 
of  recruiting  the  Sky,  with  a  proper  Quantity  of 
vaporous  Exhalations ;  nor  of  fupplying  the  Earth 
wjth  the  neccffary  Quota  of  fru6lifying  Showers. 

Do  We  not  difcern  very  apparent  Strokes  of  Skilly 
and  the  moft  pregnant  Proofs  of  Goodnefs,  in  e^eh 
individual  Objcft  ?  In  the  various  Tenants  of  the 
Globe,  and  the  feveral  Appurtenances  of  this  great 
Dwelling  ? — ^It  is  needlefs  to  expatiate  upon  the 
more  eminent  and  confpicuous  Beauties  ;  all  that 
ft)ines  in  the  Heavens,  and  all  that  /miles  on  the 
Earth.  Thefe  fpeak  to  every  Ear,  thefe  fliew  to 
every  Eye,  the  adorable  Munificence  of  their 
MAKE  R.— It  is  needlefo  to  Uuncli  into  the 

Praifes 
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Praifes  of  the  Valleys,  delicately  clothed  with  Her- 
bage i  or  of  the  Fields,   richly  re'pleniflied   with 
Corn.     Even  the  ragged  Rocks,  which  frown  over 
^he  Flood  ;   the  cavermed  Quarries,  which  yawrt  a- 
midft  the  Land ;  together  with  the  Mountains^ 
thofe  Jbap$lefs  and  enermoui  Protuberances,  which 
ieem  to  loa<d  the  Ground,  and  incumber  the  Skies  ; 
even  tbcfe  contribute  their  Share,  to  incfcafe  the 
general  Pleafure,  and  augment  the  general  Ufeful-^ 
ncft.     They  variegate  the  Profpefk ;  raife  an  agree- 
able Horror  in  the  Beholder ;  and  infpirc  his  Breaft 
with  a  religious  Awe.     They  add  new  Charms  to 
the  wide  Level  of  otur  Plains  ;  and  flielter,  like  a 
Screen,  the  warm  Lap  of  our  Vales* 

We  are  delighted  with  the  folemn  Gloom,  and 
magnificent  Afpeft,  of  .the  Foreft^  One,  who  faw 
the  Cedars  of  Zi^^A^tf^;,  was  tranfported  with  Admi^ 
ration,  at  their  ample  Trunks,  and- towering  Heads  \ 
their  diffufivc  Spread,  and  verdant  Grandeur*  Coffin 
pared  with  which,  the  ilateTy  Elm  is  but  a  Reed ; 
and  the  branching  Oak  a  mere  Shrub  *.-^Was  our 
Sight  qualified  for  the  Search,  We  ftoulct  dtfcdveral 
Symmnry  and  z  Dignity,  altogether  as  perfeS;,  and 
far  more  wonderful,   in  thofe  Groves  of  Mofs  f, 

which 

^  Mr.  Maundret  tells  Usf  He  meafured  Qne  of  the 
Cedars  of  Lebanon^  and  "  found  it  fix  and  tiirty  Feet 
**  and  fix  Inches  thick ;  its  Branches  fpread  aa  hundred 
5^  and  eleven  Feet;  its  Trunk  from  the  Ground wa0 
*^  aboat  fixteen  Feet,  and  then  divided  into  five  Branches, 
**  each  of  which  would  make  a  large  Tree." 

t  See,  for  a  Proof  of  this  Remark,  the  Expfanatioi 
if  the  tenth  Platiy  in  that  very  carious,  very  entertain* 
ing,  and  no  lefs  inftrudive  Piece,  intitkd  Micrographim 
Jieffaurata^-^Where  our  Author  compares  the  Size  of 
this  'little  Vegetable,  with  the  Diffienfions  of  thoi^  va(t 

Trees, 
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li^hich  adhere  to  the  rude  Stone*  We  ihould  con- 
template^  with  greater  Surprife,  if  not  with  greater 
Rapture,  thofe  diminutive  Plantations  j  which 
ftrike  their  hafty  Roots  in  the  mouldy  Confeftion^ 
pr  wave  their  curious  Umbrage  over  the  periflied 
Pickle*. 

Who  is  not  charmed  with  the  Vine,  and  its  gc* 
nerous  warming  Juices  ?  With  the  Melon,  and  it> 
delicious  cooling  Pulp  ?  Yet,  were  all  our  Trees  t^ 
produce  Fruits  of  fuch  exalted  Qualities,  or  of  fuch 
an  agreeable  Relifb,  what  would  become  of  the 
Birds  f  How  fmall  a  Scantling  of  fuch  choice  De- 
licacies, would  voracious  Man  refign  to  their  En- 
joyment ? — That  Provifion  may  be  made  for  the 
jneaneft  Vagrant  of  the  Air,  as  well  as  for  themoft 
renowned  Sovereign  of  a  Nation  ;  there  is,  in  all 
Places,  a  large  Growth  of  Shrubs,  covered  annu* 
ally  with  a  Harveft  of  coarfe  and  hardy  Berrie$.  So- 
'  i&ikrfi  in  their  Taftc,  that  they  are  unworthy  of  the 

Acceptance 

Trees,  which  grow  in  the  vigorous  Climates  of  Guimit 
and  Erase: L  The  Trunks  of  which  are,  according  to 
the  Report  of  Travelers,  twenty  Feet  in  Diameter^ 
Whereas,  the  Body  of  this  minute  Plasit,  meafures  no 
laore  than  the  fixtieth  Part  of  an  Inch.  The  Thickncis. 
of  the  former,  exceeding  that  of  the  latter,  2,985,984 
Millions  of  Times. — So  prodigioufly  various  are  the 
Works  of  the  CREATOR. 

•  That  whitifii  kind  of  DoWn,  which  fhags  the  putre- 
fying Pickle ;  whkh  incrufts  the  Surface  of  fome  cor- 
lapted  Liquors  i  and  conHitutcs  what  we  call  McuUinefs  i 
M  really  a  Clufter  of  little  Plants.  Each  has  a  Root  and 
«  Stalk  :  Each  Ipreads  its  Branches,  and  produces  Seei 
Ui  Abundance. 

. .     Radictfqife  fum  iaiet,  exikmqut  Ccronamf 

Fr^ndefqtUf  FruMumqiti  girit^  'Vilul  ardi^  ^uerciuu.    . 


288      D  I  A  L  O  G  U  E    XV-      • 

Acceptance  of  Man  :  fo  hardy  in  their  Make,  that: 
they  ejidure  the  extrcmeft  Severities  of  the  Wea- 
ther ;  and  furni(h  the  feathered  Tribe  with  a  fland- 
ing  Repaft,  amidft  all  the  Defolations  of  Winter* 

The  fir,  with  her  filver  Bark,  and  fliapely  Cone  ^ 
the  Beech  *,  with  her  quivering  Leaves  and  em- 
bowering Shade ;  are  ftately  Decorations  of  6ur 
rural  Scats.  But,  if  there  were  no  intangling  Thicks- 
its^  no  prickly  Thorns^  where  would  the  Farmer 
procure  Fences,  fo  clofely  wattled,  or  fo  ftrongly 
armed  f  ?  How  could  He  guard  the  Scene  of  hi? 
Labours,  or  fecure  his  vegetable  Wealthy  from  the 

Flocks 

•  The  Firy  the  Beech,  and  fuch  like  Trees,  are  called 
in  Hebrew y  CD'^^Hi  Ifai.  vii.  19.  Which  Word  is  ren- 
dered, but  I  think  very  improperly,  Buft)es,  It  rather 
flgnifies  the  grand  and  moil  admired  Plants.  It  is  intended 
as  a  Contraft  to  the  coarfe  and  defpicable  Thorns,  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  Claufe.  And  both  taken  toge- 
ther exprefs  all  Sorts  of  Trees,  from  the  towering  Cedar 
to  the  groveling  Shrub.  1        ^ 

f  Something  to  this  Purpofe  is  hinted  in^the  Prophecy 
of  Ifai  ah  J  by  ^\''^^  n^DiJf  HKI^  Terriculamentum  Setuium 
l^  Feprium  :  There  fliall  not  come  thither,  ihe  Terror  ef 
Thorns  and  Briars,  Meaning  thofe  iharp  and  ragged 
Mounds,  with  which  Vineyards,  Corn-fields,  and  other  n 
cultivated  Spots,  were  ufually  inclofed.  Which  deterred 
the  moil  adventurous  Cattle  from  forcing,  or  attempt- 
ing to  force,  a  Paflage. — The  Words  are  fomewhat 
obfcure,  and  have  been  greatly  mifunderltood.  But, 
thus  interpreted,  they  afford  an  eafy  Senfe.  They 
perfeftly  coincide  with  the  Context,  which  fqretels  and 
defer ibes  au  univerfal  De/olation.  **  Places,  "'formerly 
•*  fenced  about  with  Abundance  of  Care,  ihall  lie  ex- 
^*  pofed  to  every  wandering  and  every  mifchievous  Foot. 
^*  Tillage  (hall  be  difcontinued  ;  and  the  whole  Country 
**  degenerate  into  a  confufed,  diforderly  Wafte ;  with- 
**  out  either  the  Dillributions  of  Property, '  or  the  Im- 
"  provements  of  Induftry.'*  I/ai,  vii.  25.''  Vid.  Vn 
T^mQ*  in  Uc. 
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Flocks  aftd  the  Herds  ?  Thofc  roving  Plunderers, 
which  accede  to  no  Treaty,  bttt  that  of  forcible 
Reftraint ;  Aibmit  to  no  Laivs-,  but  thofe  of  the 
^HTtifvt  Kind. 

Moft  People  »c  fond  of  the  Purflane's  flcfhy 
Leaves,  an?d  tb«  lamified  Fatnefe  of  the  Bfocoli  : 
the  Potato's  mealy  Orbs,  and  the  Lentile*ii  fuc- 
culent  Pods.  We  fpare  no  Toil,  We  grudge  no 
Expense,  to  have  them'  flOuriih  in  our  Gardens, 
aMid-  fenred  up  at  our  Tabled. — ^But  there  are  innu* 
merable  Herbs,  which  pa(s  under  the  contemptible^ 
Chaaradler  of  ff^eeds ;  and  yet  are  altogether  as-de- 
firable  to  many  Claffes  of  Creatures,  as  thefe  culi- 
jKuy  Gifts  to  Mankind.  Who  fhatt  be  at  the  Paina^ 
to  plant,  to  waeer,  to  cultivate,  fuch  ,d^fpicabld 
Produ£)^ions  ?  Man  would  rather  exfripate,  than. 
propagaffy  thcfe  Incumbrances  of  his  Acres.  There-- 
fere  Providence  vouchfafes  to  be  their  Gardener* 
Protidence  has  wrought  off  thdi*  Seeds  into  fuch  a- 
L^btnefe  of  Subftance,  that  they  ai%  carried  abroad 
with  the  Undulations  of  the  Air.  Or,  if  too  heavy 
to  be  wafted  by  the  Breeze,  they  are  faftened  to 
Wings  of  Ddwn,  which,  facilitate  their  Flight. 
Of  elfe,  are  inclofed  in  a  fpringy  Cafej^  which, 
forcibly  burfting,  fhoots  and.fpreads  them  on  every 
Side.— 'By  fomc  fuch  means,  the  reproducing  Prin- 
ciple is  difieminated  ;  the  univerfal  Granary  is 
filled ;  and  the  univerfal  Board  furniihed.  The' 
buzzing  Infe£):,  and  the  creeping  Worm,  have  each 
his  Bill  of  F^re*  Each  enjoys  a  never-failing  Treats- 
equivalent  to  our  fij\tfft  Veniibn^  or  to  the  <<  Fat 
«  ofKidtfeys  of  Wheat*.'' 

As 

•  Th  Fat  of  Kidmys  of  WUfft^  Dcufc  xxxii.  14.    A 
Sentence,   rich  with  SieeaAce !  Su^  as  would  have 

Vol.  Ill*  T  ftontf 


^. 
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As  the  Seeds  of  fome  Plants  are  moft  artfully*' 
fcattered  abroad^  when  ripe ;  the  Seeds  of  others  are 
moft  carefully  guarded^  till  they  come  tp,JVf  aturity  ; 
and,  by  both  Contrivances,  every  Species  is  not 
barely  preferved,  but  in  a  manner  eternized.-*-Some 
arc  lodged  in  the  Center  of  a  large  Pulp\  which  is,^ 
at  once,  their  Defence,  and  their  NouriihmeBt. 
I  This  We  find  exemplified  in  the  tafteful  Apple, 
and  the  juicy  Pear.-^Some,  befides  the  furroundiiig 
Pulp,  are  inclofed  in  a  thick  Shelly  hard  and  im- 
penetrable as  Stone.  We  cannot  pluck  and  eat  one 
of  thofe  downy  Peaches,  or  incrim/bned  Nedarines, 
which  fo  beautifully  embofs  the  Wall,  without  find*^ 
ing  aProof  of  this  Precaution. — Caft  your  Eye  upon 
the  Walnuts,  which  ftud  the  Branches  of  that  fpread- 
ing  Tree.  Before  thefe  are  gathered,  the  Increafe  of 
the  Cold„  and  the  Emptinefs  of  the  Gardens,  will 
(harpcn  the  Appetite  oiF  the  Birds*  To  fecure  the 
fine  Kernel  from  the  Depredations  of  their  bufy 
availing  Bills,  it  is  fortified  with  a  ftrong  Indofure  of 
Wood,  and  with  the  Addition  of  a  difguftful  bitter 
Rind. 

If  Grafs  wai  as  fcarce  as  the  Guernfey-Lily  ;  or  as 
difiicultly  raifed  as  the  delicate  Tuberofe  ;  how 
certainly,  and  how  fpeedily,  muft  many  Millions  of 

Quadrupeds 

flione  in  Findar^  or  been  admired  by  Longinus^  Yet,  I 
believe,  its  principal  Beauty  confiils,  in  an  Allafion  to  a 
remarkable  Jenvijh  Rite.  In  every  Sacrifice,  the  Fat  of 
the  Kidneys  was,  as  the  molt  delicious  Part  of  the 
Vidlim,  fet  apart  for  GOD,  and  confumed  on  his 
Altar.  Hfire,-  even  the  common  People  were  treated 
like  the  DEITY.  They  lay  under  no  Reftraint,  either 
from  the  divine  Prohibition,  or  the  Scarcity  of  the 
Grain.  But  were  copioufly  fapplied,  and  freely  regaled 
themfelves  with  the  chokefifineft  Part  pf  this  firft  and  bcft. 
of  Vegetables*  ....... 
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Quadrupeds  perifh  with  Famine  !  Since  all  the  Cat- 
tle.owe  their  chief  Subfiftence  to  this  Vegetable,  by 
a  fingular  Beneficence  in  the  Divine  Oeconomy,  it 
'WaiUih  nffty  like  the  Corn-field  and  the  Garden-bed,. 
for  the  annual  Labours  of  Man"*.  When  once 
fown,  though  ever  fo  frequently  croped,  it  revives 
with  the  returning  Spring,  and  flouriflies  in  a  kind  of 
perennial  Verdure.  It  covers  our  Meadows  ^  dif- 
fufcs  itfelf  over  our  Plains  5  fprings  up  in  every 
Glade  of  the  Foreft ;  and  fpreads  a  Side-board  in 
the  moft  fequeftered  Nook. 

Since  the  Nutriment  of  Vegetables  themfelvcs^ 
lies  hid  under  the  Soil,  or  floats  up  and  down  in  the 
Air :  heneatb^  they  plunge  their  Roots  f  int9  the 
Ground,  and  difperfe  civery  Way  their  fibrous  Suck- 
ers, to  explore  the  latent,  and  attra£l  the  proper 
Kourifliment :  ahwe^  they  expand  a  Multitude  of 
Leaves  f,  which,  like  fo  many  open  Mouths,  catch 
the  Rains  as  they  fall ;  imbibe  the  Dews  as  they^ 
diftil  ;  and  tranfmit  them  through  their  nice  Ori- 
fices, to  the  Heart  of  the  Plant>  or  the  Lobes  of 
the  Fruit* 

I  have  touched  upon  the  infenJibU  Creation ;  and 
|>ointed  out  the  Care  of  a  condefcending  Providence, 
cxercifed  over  thefe  loweft  Formatfofls  of  Nature.— 
The  animal  World,  Therotiy  falls  to  your  Share. 
It  is  yours,  to  defcant  upon  thofe  higher  Orders  of 
Exiftence :  yours,  to  fbew  Us  the  Goodnefs  of 
GOD,  extending  its  indulgent  Regards  to  them, 

T  2  their 

•  Mic.  v.  7. 

I I  Joi  very  beautifully  refers  to  thefe  two  Sources 
of  vegetable  fertility  ;  My  Root  ivas  fpread  out  fy  tht 
Waters^  and  the  Diw  laj  all  Night  upon  my  Branch,  Joji 
xxix.  19.  ^  6 
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^  their  Welfare,  and  all  their  Iotcreft$.-i-Aiid  hoft 
pleafing  a  Speculatioa  muft  it  be,  to  confider  the 
univerfal  Parent,  fpreadiog  the  Wings  of  his  Be- 
^icvolence,  wide  as  the  Arches  of  Heaven,  over 
the  immenfe  Houfhold  of  his  Creatures  !  Che* 
fiihing  all  the  Families  of  ^arth,.  and  Air  and 
$kie$,  as  tenderly^  as-officioufly,  as  the  Hen  * 
cherifhes  her  infant  Brood,  when  ihe  opens  to  then^ 
her  warin  Bofom,  and  covers  tbeia  with  her  foft 
vital  Down. 

Tker.  The  Subje£l:  is  ia  goOd  Hands.  Let  fori 
ihefecond  he  of  the  fame  Straia-with  Pmt  th^firjiy. 
and  there  will  be  no  Qccafion.  to  wiib  for  ane\K 
Speaker*  As  to  my felf  I  haye  very  Iktje  Inclination 
to  talk.  But  I  have  an  Ear  open  and  attentive  to 
your  Plfcourfe. 

Afp.  You  put  me  in  min4  of  the  Philofopher» 
who  presumed  to  read  a  Le&ure  on  the  Art  of  War> 
in  the  Prefence  of  Hannibal.  But  his  Impertinence 
was  voluntary^  mi^e  is  conjlruimd^-r^inc^  You  in-^ 
join  me  this  Office,  let  Us  pafs  from  the  vegetable, 
to  the  animal  World.  Here  We  ihall  not  find  any 
Tribe,  nor  any  Individual  negledled.  The  fupe* 
iiQt  ClaflTes  want  no  Demonfkration  of  their  excel- 
lent Accompliihrnents.  At  the  iirft  Glimpfe,  thejr 
challenge  our  Approbation  ^  they  command  our  Ap^ 
plaufe.  Even  t)ie  more  ignoble  Forms  of  animated 
Exiftence,  are  moft  wifely  circumibmced,  and  moft 
liberally  accomoiodated. 

They 

•  This  feems  to' be  the  Image,  to  whkh  the  Pfalmifl 
atludes.  Pfal,  cxhr.  9.  This  is  the  exprefs  Repref^^ta- 
tion,  which  our  SAVIOUR  ufes.  Matt,  xxiii.  ^j^ 
And  a  moH  amiable  Image,  as  wdl  as  a  moft  pi£turef<ja^ 
Repreftntation>  it  is.^ 
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.  ^hej  g^ncrat^  in*  that  particular  Seafon,  which 
is  fure  to  fupply  them  virith  a  Stock  of  Provifloil, 
Sufficient  both  for  themfelves,  and  their  increaiing 
Families.— The  Birds  lay  their  Eggs,  and  hatcb 
their  Young,  when  Myriads  of  new-born,  tender 
Infedls  fwarm  on  every  Side.  So  that  the  Caterers^ 
whether  they  be  Jhe  male  or  female  Parents,  aced 
only  to  alight  on  the  Ground,  or  make  a  little  Ex- 
curfion  into  the  Air;  and  they  meet  with  a  Feaft 
ready  dreft,  and  all  at  free  Coft,  for  the  clamant 
Mouths  at  home. — ^If  the  Sheep  are  an  Exception 
to  this  Rule,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  configned  over 
to  the.  Maintenance  and  Proteftion  of  Man.  Be- 
caufe, they  are  tame  and  will  admit,  are  valuable 
and  will  recompenfe,  his  affiduous  Attendance,  He 
therefore,  when  they  yean,  fills  their  Cribs  with 
Fodder  ;  and  this  fills  their  Udders  with  Milk. 
The  Lambs,  hardened  by  the  Cold,  become  vi? 
gofotis  and  lively:  and,  when  their  milky  Diet 
fails,  they  find  a  Profufion  of  nutrimental  Herbage 
on  the  Soil, 

Their  Love  to  their  Offspring,  while  they  coa- 
timie  in  a  hclplefs  State,  is  invincibly  ftrong.  Where- 
as, the  very  Moment  they  are  able  to  ihift  for  them- 
fchts  ;  when  the  parental  AfFedton  would  be  at- 
tended with  much  Solicitude,  and  produftive  of  no 
Advantage ;  rt  'Oanijhes^  afs  though  it  had  never 
lexiffed.— The  Hen,  while  rtaarching  at  the  .Head 
of  her  Jittfe  Brood,  would  fly  in  the  Eyes  of  a 
Maftiff,  or  even  encounter  a  Lion,  in  their  De- 
fence* Yet,  whhin  a  few  Weeks,  this  inexpreffi- 
ble  Tendernefs  tttfm  to  IndifFerence.  She  aban- 
dons her  Chickens  to  the  wide  World,  and  not  fo 
oomch  as  knows  them  any  more. 

T3  If 


I 

J 
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If  the  GOD  of  Ifrael  infpired  Bezakel  and  Aho-^ 
Uah  with  Wifdonij  and  Underftandingy   aUd  Knew-' 
ledge  in  all  Manner  of  Worimanjbip  *:  the  GOD 
of  Nature  has  inftru£led,  has  furnifhed  with  Skill 
and  Caution,  the  wild  Inhabitants  of  the  Bough. 
•—The  Siillf  with  which  they  ereft  their  Houfes, 
and  adjuft  their  Apartment?,   if  inimitable.    The 
Caution^  with  which  they  fecrete  their  Abodes  from 
the  fcarching  Eye,  or  intruding  Foot,  is  admira- 
ble.    No  (general,  though  fruitful  In  Expedients^ 
could  plan  a  more  artful  Concealment.     No  Archi- 
te£t,  with  his  Rule  and  Line,  could  build  fo  com- 
modious a  Lodgment. — Give  the  moft  celebrated 
Artificer  the  fame  Materials,  which  thefe  weak  and 
inexperienced  Creatures  ufe.     Let  a  Jomsj  or  a  De 
Molvrcy  have  oqly  fomQ  rude  Straws  or  ugly  Sticks  ; 
a  few  Bits  of  Dirt,   or  Scraps  of  Hair;   a  forry 
l,ock  of  Wool,   or  a  coarfe  Sprig  of  Mofs  5  and 
what  Works,  fair  with  Delicacy^  or  fit  for  Service, 
.  could  they  produce  ? 

We  extol  the  Commander,  who  knows  how  to 
take  Advantage  of  the  Ground,  Who  can  make 
the  Sun  and  Wi^d  fight  for  Him,  as  well  as  his 
Troops,  And,  by  every  Incident,  embarrafles  the 
Forces  of  the  Enemy,  but  expedites  the  Adfon,  and 
facilitates  the  Succefs  of  his  own*  Does  not  this 
Praife  belong  to  our  feathery  Leaders  f  Who  pitch 
their  Tent,  or  (if  you  pjeafe)  fix  their  penfile 
Camp,  fometimes  on  thofe  lofty,  fomctimes  on 
thofe  projeding  Branches  j  th^t  wave  in  the  upper 
Regions  of  the  Air,  or  dance  over  the  Eddies  of  the 
Stre^mf  By  which  judicious  Difpofition,  the  vero- 
nal 
•  Exo<}.  XXXI.  3, 
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nal  Gales  rock  their  Cradle,  and  the  murmuring 
Waters  lull  their  Young.  While  both  thefe  Cir- 
cnmftances,  fo  advantageous  to  themfelves,  terrify 
the  Shepherd,  and  keep  the  School-Boy  at  a  trem- 
bling Diftance. — Some  hide  their  little  Houfliold 
from  View,  amidft  the  Shelter  of  intangled  Furze. 
Others  remove  it  Irom  Reach,  in  the  Center  of  a 
thorny  Thicket.  By  one  Stratagem  or  another, 
they  are  generally  as  fecure  and  unmolefted^  in  their 
feeble  Habitations  ;  as  the  j^oxes,  which  intrench 
themfelves  deep  in  the  Earth ;  or  as  the  Conies, 
which  make  their  Houfes  in  the  Rock  *. 

If  the  Swan  has  large  fweeping  Wings,  and  a 
copious  Stock  of  Feathers,  to  fpread  over  her  cal- 
low Brood ;  the  fVren  makes  up  by  Contrivance, 
what  is  deficient  in  her  Bulk.— Small  as  (he  is,  (he 
intends  f  to  b^ing  forth,  and  will  be  obliged  to 
nurfe  up,  a  very  numerous  Iffue.  Therefore,  with 
the  correfteft  Judgment  She  defigns,  and  with  in- 
defatigable AfSduity  finifhes,  a  Neft  proper  for  her 
,  Purpofe^    It  is  a  neat  Rotund '^  lengthened  into  an 

T  4  Ovali 

•  Prov.  XXX.  26. 

t  jij^afio  has  ventured  to  fay,  She  intends — And  one  is 
almoft  tempted  to  think,  from  the  Preparation  which  the 
little  Creature  makes,  that  She  had  really  fet  down,  and 
counted  the  Coft,  and  concerted  her  Scheme.  As 
though  (he  had  deliberated  with  Herfelf— **  I  fhall  lay, 
**  not  a  Couple  of  Eggs,  but  near  a  Score.  From  thefe 
'M  am  to  produce  a  Houfe  full  of  Young.  But  how 
**  fhall  I  have  Warmth  (unlefs  Art  fupply,  what  Nature 
**  has  denied)  fufficient  to  hatch  the  £mbrios,  or  cheriih 
"  the  Infants  ?" — The  Truth,  I  believe,  is  ;  That,  in 
all  her  feeming  Forefight,  and  circumfpeA  Beh&viour, 
She  a£ls.  She  Knows  not  what.  Only  She  ad^s,  what 
eternal  Wifdom  knows  to  be  ne^ifaiy,  and  what  all-con» 
4«lcf  ndbg  Goodnefs  prompts  her  to  perform* 


2q6      dialogue    XV. 

Oval }  bottomed  and  vaultc4  with  a  regular  pon^ 

iove*     To  preferye  it  from  Ram,  it  haa  feversl 

Coatings  of  Mofs.    To  defend  it  from  Cold,  it  has 

but  on^  Window,  and  only  a  fingle  poor  ;    pr 

r^.tber,  the  Window  and  the  Door  are  the  fam^. 

To  render  it  both  elegant  ^4  comfortable,  it  has 

Carpets  and  Hangings  of  the  fineft  fofteft  Down.— r 

By  the  Help  of  this  curious  Mai^fion,  our  little 

Lady  becomes  the  Mother  pf  Multitudes.    The 

vivifying  Heat  of  her  Body  is,  during  the  Time  of 

Incubation,  exceedingly  augmented.   .Her  Houfe 

18  like  an  Oven,  ^ni  gr^tly  affifts  in  hatching  her 

Young.    Which  no  foo/ier  burft  the  Shell,  than 

they  find  themfelves  fcre^ned  from  dbe  Annoyance 

of  the    Weather;  and  moft  agreeably  repofed, 

amidft  the  Ornaments  of  a  Palace,  and  the  Warmth 

of  a  Bagnio. 

Perhaps,  We  have  been  accuftomed  Kb  Iqo^  up^? 
on  the  Infers,  as  fo  many  rud^  Scraps  of  Creation, 
and  to  rank  them  amongft  the  Refufi  of  Things^ 
Whereas,  if  We  examine  them,  without  Prejudice, 
and  with  a  little  Attention,  they  will  appear  feme  of 
the  moft  finifhed  Pieces  of  divine  Workmanfliip. 
Many  of  them  are  decked  with  a  Profufion  of 
.  Finery.    Their  Eyes  are  an  ^Skmhhg,^  ^o(  Hi- 

crofcopes : 

*l  Tie  common  Ffy,^  for  Infi^nce.  Who  has  Hiany  na- 
tural Enemies ;  and,  by  a  certain  petulant  fmrntimtf, 
o^  malapert  Oficioufnefs,  creates  to  Hf^riielf  many  more. 
Whenever  She  has  a  Fancy  for  it>  She  will  take  a  hm 
by  his  Beard ;  and  makes  no  Scruple  to  &t  h^  Foqc, 
upon  ^  Noft  of  a  King.  On  Accoant  of  thU  unccrc- 
nionious  and  blunt  Behaviour,  every  Body  quarrels  with 
her*  fivery  Hand  a^d  every  Foot  is  Hfted  up  agaiail  Her. 

She-. 
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orofcopes  :  wbofe  Mecfa^nifm  is  inconceiyably  nice ; 
whofe  Poliih  is  exquifitely  delicate;  and  wbofe 
whole  Form  is  touched  into  the  higheft  Perfefiion. 
Their  Cloathing  has  all  the  Variety  and  Luftre  of 
Colours.  It  is  fet  with  an  Arrangement  of  Pearly 
of  Diamonds,  and  Gold.  It  is  bordered  with 
Fringes,  or  lined  with  Furs,  richer  for  than  Silks 
and  Velvets*  In  (hort ;  their  Cloathing  is  not  to. 
be  equalled,  as  to  Delicacy  and  Splendour,  even 
by  the  moft  brilliant  Cpurt ;  no,  not  amidft  all  it» 
Blaze  of  Gems,  and  Pomp  of  Drefs. 

Their  JVings  are  the  fineft  Expanfions  imagina-., 
ble.     Cambric  is  mere  Canyafs,  and  Lawn  is  coarfe 
as   Sack-cloth,    compared    witn  thofe    inimitable 
Webs.     The  Cafer^  which  inclofe  their  Wings, 

glitter 

^e  finds  no  Qoarter,  from  the  moft  generous  of  Men, 
or  the  moft  barmlefs  of  Animals. — Surely  then  She 
has  Caufe  to  be  peculiarly  circumfpefl  and  vigilant. 
Yet  her  Head  14  fo  fixed,  that  it  is'  incapable  of  turn* 
ingy  in  order  to  obferve  what  pafTes,  either  behind  or 
around  Her. 

Under  fo  great  a  Difadvantage,  and  amidft  fuch  un^ 
fgrmUeJtd  Dangers,  how  can  She  efcape  Deftrudion  ?  It 
would  be  abfolutely  impoftible ;  had  She  not  an  Expedient 
for  her  Prefervation,  altogether  as  extraordinary,  as  her 
Condition  is  perilous. — Providence,  furprifingly  wife 
ia  its  Contrivances,  and  equally  bountiful  in  its  Gifts, 
has  furni(hed  Her,  not  barely  with  a  Retinue^  but  with 
more  than  a  Legion  of  Eyes.  Infomuch,  that  a  fingle  Fly 
is  fuppofed  to  be  Miftrefs  of  no  left  than  eight  thoufand. 
Every  one  of  which  is  lined  with  a  diftin6l  optic  Nerve. 
Every  one  of  which  i&a  Kind  of  Centinel,  that  always 
keeps  an  exad  Look  put  1  and  is  ever  ready  to  apprize 
her  of  the  leaft  approaching  Harm.  Or,  to  fpeak  more 
plainly,  by  Means  of  this  coftly  and  amazine  Appa<» 
ratus,  the  little  Creature  fees  on  every  Side,  with  the  at* 
moft  Eafe  and  with  inftantaneous  Speed  ;  even  without 
any  Motion  of  the  Eye,  or  any  Fiefiioa  of  the  Neck* 
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glitter  With  the  moft  glofly  Varniih ;  are  fcoopc<f 
into  ornamemal  Flutings ;  are  ftudded  with  radiant 
Spots;  or  pinked  with  elegant  Holes. — ^Not  any 
among  them  but  are  equiped  with  Weapons,  or  en- 
dued with  Dexterity,  which  qualify  them  to  feize 
dieir  Prey,  or  efcape  their  Foe ;  to  difpatch  the 
Bufinefs  of  their  refpe£live  Station,  and  enjoy  the 
Pleafures  of  their  particular  Condition. 

Now  I  am  in  a  talking  Humour,  give  me  leave  to 
celebrate  the  Endowments,  and  affert  the  Honours 
of  my  puny  Clients.  Yet,  not  fo  much  to  fup- 
port  their  Credit,  as  to  magnify  their  all-grachus 
C  R  E  A  T  O  R.— What  ?  If  the  Elephant  is  dif- 
tingui(hed  by  a  huge  Probofcis  ?  His  meaneft  Rela- 
tions of  the  reptile  Line,  are  furnilhed  with  curious 
Antenna  * ;  remarkable.  If  not  for  their  enormous 
Magnitude,  yet  for  their  ready  Flexibility,  and 
acute  Senfation.  By  which  they  explore  their 
Way,  even  in  the  darkeft  Road :  they  difcover 
and  avoid,  whatever  might  defile  their  neat  Ap- 
parel, or  endanger  their  tender  Lives, 

Every  one  admires  that  majeftic  Creature  the 
Hurfe ;  his  graceful  Head,  and  ample  Cheft ;  his 
arching  Neck,  and  flowing  Mane  j  his  cleanly 
turned  Limbs,  and  finely  adjufted  Motions.  With 
an  impetuous  Bound,  He  flings  Himfelf  over  the 

Ditch  i 

*  Jfitefmset  are  thofe  very  flender  Parts,  which,  re(cm- 
Wing  Horns  or  Briftlcs,  grow  on  the  Head  of  various  In- 
fers. Serving,  as  fome  Nataralifts  conjecture,  for  a  Sort 
of  Weapon^  to  defend  the  Eyes  when  endangered  ;  or 
ailing  as  a  Kind  of  Tcnjuel,  to  wipe  them  when  fullied. 
Others  fuppofe,  that  the  Creature  ufes  them,  as  a  blind 
or  dim-fighted  Man  ufes  his  Staff,  to  examine  the  Road, 
and  feel  out  his  Way.  In  Conformity  to  this  Office, 
they  are  frequently  called  Feelers. 
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Ditch;  and  with  a  rapid  Career,  pours  Himfelf*  ' 
through  the  Plain.  With  unwearied  Application, 
He  carries  his  Rider  from  one  End  of  the  Country 
to  another  ^  and  with  undaunted  Bravery,  ruihes 
into  the  iierceft  Rage,  and  amidft  the  thickeft  Ha- 
vock  of  the  Battle. — ^Yet  the  AnU  in  Proportion  to 
its  Size,  is  equally  nimble  ;  equally  flrong ;  and 
will  climb  Precipices,  which  the  moft  courageous 
Courfer  dares  not  attempt  to  fcale. — If  the  Snml 
is  flower  in  her  Motions,  She  is  under  no  neqeffity 
of  treading  back  the  Ground,  which  She  has  pafled. 
Becaufe,  her  Houfe  is  a  Part  of  her  traveling 
Equipage.  So  that  whenever  She  goes  abroad.  She 
is  ftill  under  her  own  Roof;  and  wherever  She 
firaggles,   is  always  at  Home. 

Let  None  fuppofe,  that  being  charged  with  the 
Weight  of  her  Apartment,  ihe  toils  under  an  op- 
preffive  Burthen.  No ;  the  all-wife  Projedor  of 
this  portable  Manfion,  has  given  it  two  very  fingu* 
lar  Advantage^  ;  an  extraordinary  Solidity,  and 
an  uncommon  Lightnefs.  By  means  of  the  for- 
mer, the  Inhabitant  dwells  in  Security.  By  means 
pf  the  latter,  the  Habitation  is  transferred  with 
Eafe. — ^Were  her 'Eyes  funk  as  low,  as  the  Body 
which  She  trails  along  the  Ground,  they  would 
yield  but  little  Service,  and  be  expofed  to  continual 
Danger.  Both  thefe  Evils  are  prevent  by  an  Ex- 
pedient, which  None  but  a  G  O  D,  who  is  won^- 
4erful  in  Counfet^  could  have  devifed  ;  and  which 

None 

•  Pours  Hm/el/'-^This  is  Jeremiab'^s  beautiful  and  ex- 
©reffivc  Phrafe,  qoiy  D1D3  Chap.  viii.  6.  Which  FirgU 
has  been  ambitious  to  imitate ; 

■  Ruttntque  effufi  Carcere^ 
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None  but  a  G  O  D,  who  is  infinite  in  Benig^ity^ 
would  have  devifcd  for  fuch  a  Reptile^  As  the  ¥lf 
has  her  Micro/copes^  the  Snail  has  her  TsUfeopis^ 
Her  Eyes  arc  fixed  on  the  Extremity  of  fouf  deli- 
cately ihaped  Tubes  ^,  Surpalling,  as  io  curious 
Contrivance  and  wonderful  Agency,  far  furpaffing, 
all  the  Inftrumcnts  in  the  Optician's  Shop,  and 
^cry  artificial  Rarity  in  Sloani$  Colle&ion.— * 
Thefe  Tubes,  terminated  with  their  living  Glafles, 
the  dextrous  Manager  lengthens  of  contrafts,  at 
her  Pleafure  j  ftraitens  like  an  Arrow,  or  bends 
like  an  Ofier.  Thefe  She  flieatbs  in  her  Head, 
when  She  has  no  Occafion  to  ufe  thcmj  nor  any 
Inclination  to  look  about  Her.  Or  elfe,  elevates 
them  to  a  confiderablc  Height  j  turns  thorn  in  anjr 
Dircdion  ;  and  applies  them  to  any  Obje6L-^i!&w 
"excellent  is  thy  Loving- Kindnefs^  O  GOD!  How 
rich  thy  Munificence  !  And  both  vouchfafed  (moft 
amiable  Condefcenfion  ! )  eyen  to  a  crawling  In* 
fe<ft  !  Surely  then  the  Children  of  Men  may  reafon* 
ably,  may  confidently  put  thnr  7rufl  under  the  Sha^ 
dow  of  thy  Wings  f. 

But  fee  \  The  Ec^le  ftrctches  her  Pinions,  and 
demands  our  Notice.  The  Edgle  is  privileged  with 
Pinions,  that  out-ftrip  the  Wind.  Elevated  pn 
which.  She  looks  down  on  all  that  foars;  and  fees 
flying  Clouds,  and  ftraining  Wings,  fai»  below. 
jHer  optic  Nerve  hjlrong^    that  it  meets  and^  fuf* 

tains 

•  You  are  not  to  imagine,  that  thofe  Projeftions, 
which  are  commonly  called  the  Snails  Horas,  are  really 
luch.  They  are  four  TAbes,  with  a  Glafe  fixed  in  the 
Extremity  of  each  ;  or  they  may  be  called  fbar  optie 
Nerves,  ending  in  as  many  beautiful  Eyes.  .  -,  ^ 

'  See  Nat.  DiffU  Vd.  L 

f  Pfal.xxxvi.  7» 
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I  taiiis  the  dazzling  Beams  of  Noan  :  her  wide  fur- 

veying  Glance  fo  keen^  that,  from  the  moft  towcrr* 
ing  Heights,  it  difccrns  the  fmalleft  Fife,  which 
fculks  at  thevery  Bottom  of  the  River.— The  Mclty 
*t\s  true,  is  none  of  your  fprightly  or  exalted  Ge- 
piufes  ;  hut  an  humble  hardy  Drudge.  The  Mole^ 
I  am  fcnfible,  is  no  Favourite  with  Mankind  ;  but 
defpifed  and  perfecuted^  as  an  abominable  Outcaft. 
Yet  even  this  poor  Outcaft,  in  her  groveling  and 
gloomy  State,  is  far  from  being  difregarded  by  di- 
vine Providence.  Becaufe  ihe  is  to  dig  a  Cell  irt 
the  Earth,,  and  dwell,  as  it  were,  in  a  perpetual 
Dungeon,  her  Paws  ferve  her  for  a  Pick- axe  and 
Spade.  Her  Eye,  or  rather  her  vifual  Speck,  i* 
funk  deep  into  a  Socket,  that  it  may  fufFer  no  In* 
jury  from  her  rugged  Situation  :  it  requires  but  a 
very  fcanty  Communication  of  Light,  that  flie  may 
have  no  Reafon  to  complain  of  her  darkling  Abode. 
I  called  her  fubterranean  Habitation  a  Dungeon  j 
and  fome  People,  perhaps,  may  think  it  3  Grave. 
But  I  revoke  the  Expreffion.  It  yields  her  all  tte 
Safety  of  a  fortified  Cajile^  and  all  the  Delight  of  a 
decollated  Grot. 

Even  the  Spider^  though  abhorred  by  Mankind, 
T^  evidently  the  Care  of  all-fuftaining  Heaven.  She 
is  to  live  upon  Plunder  5  to  fupport  Herfelf,  by 
trepaning  the  idle,  inftgnificant,   fauntering  Fly*, 

i  Suitably  to  fucb  an  Occupation,  (he  poffeffibs  a  Bag 

©f  glutinous  Moifture.  From  this  (he  fpins  a  clam- 
my Thready  and  weaves  it  into  a  tenacious  N^t. 
Expert  as  any  pra^ifed  Sportfman,  fhe  always 
fprcads  it  in  the.  moft  opportune  Places.  Senfible 
tihat  her  Appearance  would  create  Horror,  and  de- 
ter; the  Prey  from  approaching  her  Snare,  when 
4  watcliing 
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watching  for  Sport,  (he  retires  from  Sight.  Bu^ 
conftantly  keeps  within  Diftancc,  fo  as  to  receive 
the  very  firft  Intelligence  of  what  paffes  in  the 
Toils  J  and  be  ready  to  launch,  without  a  Mo- 
ment's Delay,  upon  the  ftruggling  Captive.  And 
what  is  very  obfervable,  when  Winter  chills  the 
Earth,  and  no  more  Infe£ls  ramble  amidft  the  Air, 
forefecing  that  her  Labour  would  be  vain,  flie  dis- 
continues her  Work,  and  abandons  her  Stand. 

I  muft  by  no  means  forget  the  little  Monarchy, 
which  inhabits  the  Hive.  The  Bees  are  to  fubfift, 
not  as  a  lawlefs  Banditti,  but  as  a  regular  Comma* 
nity.  'Tis  theirs,  to  earn  a  decent  Livelihood  by 
honeft  Induftry ;  not  to  glut  themfelves  with  Car* 
nage,  or  enrich  themfelves  by  Rapine.  For  which 
Purpofe,  they  are  actuated  by  an  invariable  Incli- 
nation to  Society.  They  poffefs  the  trueft  Notions 
of  domeftic  Oeconomy,  and  have  ena£ted  the  wifeft 
Laws  for  political  Government. — Their  indulgent 
CREATOR  has  made  them  a  Prefent  of  all 
neceffary  Implements,  both  for  conftruSing  their 
Comisy  and  for  compofmg  th^ir  Honey.  They  have 
each  a  natural  Pannier,  with  which  they  bring 
Home  their  collefted  Sweets  :  and  they  form  for 
themfelves  the  moft  commodious  Storehoufes,  in 
which  they  depofit  their  delicious  Wares.— Though 
made  for  Peace,  they  know  how  to  ufc  the  Sword* 
They  can  take  up  Arms  with  the  utmoft  Refolution 
and  Intrepidity,  when  Arms  are  requidte  to  guard 
their  Wealth,  or  repel  their  Foes.— Without  going 
through  a  Courfe  of  Botany,  they  can  readily  dif- 
tinguifh  every  PJant,  which  is  moft  likely  to  yield 
the  Materials  proper  for  their  Bufmefs.  Without 
ferving  an  ApprenUceihip  in  the  Laboratory,  thef* 

•    arc 
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are  complete  Praflitioners  in  the  Art  of  Separation 
and  Refinement,  They  are  aware,  without  bor- 
rowing their  Information  from  an  Almanack,  that 
the  vernal  Gleams,  and  Summer  Suns,  continue 
but  for  a  Seafon.  Mindful  of  this  Admonition  *, 
they  improve  to  the  utmoft  every  fhining  Hour ; 
and  lay  up  a  Stock  of  balmy  Treafures,  fufficient  to 
fupply  the  whole  State,  till  the  BloiToms  open  a« 
frefli,  and  their  flowery  Harveft  returns. 

Let  the  Peacock  boaft,  if  he  pleafes,  his  elegant 
Topknot  and  lofty  Mien ;  his  Neck  adorned  with, 
varying  Dyes,  and  his  Train  befpangled  with  a 
Round  of  Stars. — Yet  let  him  know,  that  the  de- 
Ipifed  Butterfly^  and  even  the  lothed  CatterpiJlar^ 
are  as  fumptuoufly  arrayed  as  Himfelf.  Their 
Gems  fparkle  with  as  high  a  Luftre.  Their  Robes 
glow  with  as  great  a  Profufion  of  Colours.  Nay  ; 
all  their  Ornaments  have,  in  Point  of  J^legance 
and  Delicacy,  juft  the  fame  Superiority  to  his,  as 
the  Phaeton  engraved  on  a  Connoifleur's  Ringf, 
has  to  the  Phaeton  carved  in  a  Statuary's  Shop. 

Does  Beauty  fit  in  State  on  that  lordly  Bird  ? 
She  ihines  in  Miniature  on  the  vulgar  Infe£L  1$ 
the  Matter  of  this  lower  Creation,  ennobled  with 
the  Powers  of  Reafon?  The  meaneft  Claffes  of 
fenfitive  Exiftence,  are  endued  with  the  Faculty  of 
hJiinH.  Which  gives  them  a  Sagacity,  that  is 
neither  derived  from  Obfervation,  nor  waits  for 
the  Finifliings  of  Experience :  which,  without  a 
Tutor,  teaches  them  all  neceflary  Skill ;  and  ena- 
bles them,  without  a  Pattern,   to  perform  ^vtxy 

needful 
•  Fetituraque  Hyemis  memorest  JEftate  Lahorem 
Experiuntur^  (ff  in  medium  quafitet  reponunt.         Vir^c* 
t  See  DerhamV  Fhyf.  Tbcoh  B.  viii,  C.  4. 
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needful  Operation.  And,  what  is  far  more  fur- 
prifing,  never  mifleads.  them,  either  into  erroneous 
Principles,  or  pernicious  Praftices  :  never  fails 
them,  in  the  niceft  or  moft  arduous  of  their  Un« 
dcrtakings  *• 

Can  you  have  Patience  to  follow  me,  if  I  flep  in- 
to a  different  Element,  and  juft  vifit  the  watery 
World? — ^Not  one  among  the  innumerable  Myriads, 
which  fwim  the  boundlefs  Ocean,  but  is  watched 
over  by  that  exaked  Eye,  whofe  Studies  irradiate 
the  Heaven  of  Heavens.  Not  one,  but  is  fupport- 
ed  by  that  Almighty  Hand,  which  crowns^  Angels 
and  Archangels  with  Glory .~The  Coiidfefcertding 
GOD,  has  not  only  created,  but  beautified  them. 
He  has  given  the  moft  exadl  Proportion  to  their 
Shape,  and  the  gayeft  Colours  to  their  Apparel ;  a 
polifhed  Smoothnefs  to  their  Scales,  dnd  a  remarks- 
able  Sleckinefs  to  their  Skin.  The  Eyes. of  fomc 
are  furrounded  with  a  fcarlet  Circle ;  the  Back  of 
others  is  diverfified  with  crhnfon  Stains.  View^ 
them,  when  they  glance  along  the  Stream,  or  while 
they  are  frefh  from  their  native  Brine;  and  the 
bumifbed  Silver  is  not  'more  bright,  the  radiant 
Rainbow  is  fcarce  more  gIo?^'ing,  than  their  vivid^ 
gliftering,  gloiTy  Hues. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  the  Finery  of  their  Ap- 
parel, We  are  under  painful  Apprebenfions  for 
their  Welfare.— How  can  the  poor  Creatures  live, 
amidft  the  fuffocating  Waters  ?— As  they  have  nei- 
their  dand^,  nor  Feet,  nor  Wings,  how  can  thc)r 

tranfa^ 

.  *  InhiSf  fays  P/w^s  ipeaking  of  In&fts,  tamparoit 
eitque  ntdlis^  ^ua  Ratio f  *  quanta  FUf  guam  inefstrice^Us 

Ferfemo^J 
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tnnhO.  their  Affairs,  or  how  efcape  their  Enemies  ? 
—We  are  foori  freed  from  our  Fears  byobferving, 
that  they  all  poflefs  the  beneficial,  as  well  as  orna- 
mental Furniture  bf  Fins.  Thefe,  when  expand- 
ed, like  Mails  above,  and  Ballaft  below,  poife  their 
floating  Bodies,  and  keep  them  fteadily  upright. — 
We  obferve,  with  farther  Satisfadion,  the  flexible 
Play,  and  vigorous  Aftivity  of  their  Tails.  With 
which  they  turn  fhort ;  fpring  forwards  ;  and  fhoot 
themfelves  through  the  Paths  of  the  Sea,  more 
fwiftly  than  Sails  and  Oars  can  waft  the  Royal 
Yatch.i — But  we  are  loft  in  Wonder,  at  the  exqui- 
Cte  Contrivance,  and  delicate  Formation  of  their 
GiUs.  By  which  they  are  accommodated,  even  in 
that  denfe  Medium,  with  the  Power  of  Breathing, 
and  the  Benefits  of  Refpiration.  A  Piece  of  Me- 
chanifm  this,  indulged  to  the  meaneft  of  the  Fry  ^ 
yet  furpaffing,  infinitely  furpafSng,  in  the  Finenefs 
of  its  Stru£lure,  and*  the  Facility  of  its  Operation, 
whatever  is  curious  in  the  Works  of  Art,  or  com- 
modious in  the  Palaces  of  Princes.  . 

Ther.  Some  Perfons,  Afpafioy  have  the  Art  of 
giving  Dignity  to  trivial,  and  Spirit  to  jejune  To- 
pics. I  cannot  but  liften,  with  a  pleafed  Attention, 
to  your  Difcourfe  ;  though  it  defcends  to  the  low- 
eft  Scenes,  and  meaneft  Produdions  of  Nature.— 
To  make  fuch  philofophical  Remarks,  was  ufually 
my  Province;  to  add  the  religious  Improvement, 
yours*  But  my  Thoughts,  at  prefent,  are  wholly 
taken  up  with  the  Confideration  of  my  S  A  V I- 
O  U  R's  Righteoufnefs.  I  can  hardly  turn  my 
Views,  or  divert  my  Speech,  to  any  other  Sub- 
jc6i.     All  thofc  amiable  Appearances  of  the  cxter- 

VoL.  III.  U  nal 
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nal  Creation,  which  I  was  wont  to  contemplate 
with  Rapture,  afford  but  a  languid  Entertainment: 
to  my  Mind. — Till  my  Intereft  in  this  Divine  R  E- 
DEEMER  is  afcertaincd,  the  Spring  may  bloom  j 
the  Summer  fhine;  and  Autumn  fwell  with  Fruits : 
but  it  will  be  Winter,  ch^julefs,  gloomy,  defolate 
JVinter  in  my  Soul. 

Jfp.  You  fay,  Theron^  You  attended  to  my  cur- 
fory  Hints.  Then,  your  own  fuperior  Difcernment 
could  not  but  perceive,  how  every  Part  of  the  exte- 
rior World  is  adjufted,  in  the  moft  excellent  and 
gracious  Manner.— -Not  the  coarfeji  Piece  of  ina<3ive 
Matter,  but  bears  the  Imprefsof  its  MAKER*s 
fafhioning  Skill.  Not  tl  Jingle  Creature,  however 
infignificant,  but  exhibits  evident  Demonftrations 
of  his  providential  Care,  His  Hand  is  liberal,  pro- 
fufely  liberal,  to  all  th^t  breathes,  and  all  that  has 
a  Being. 

Let  me  only  afk— and  to  introduce  this  Qucftion, 
with  the  greater  Propriety ;  to  give  it  a  more  forci- 
ble Energy  on  our  Minds  j  was  the  principal  Dev 
fign  of  the  preceding  Remarks — ^Let  me  aflc ;  Does 
G  OD  take  Care  for  Oxen  *  ?  Is  He  a  generous  Be* 
iiefa£lor  to  the  meaneft  Animals,  to  the  loweft  Rep- 
tiles ?  Are  his  munificent  Regards  extended  farther 
ftill,  and  vouchfafed  even  to  the  moft  abjeA  worth- 
lefs  Vegetables  ?  And  (hall  they  be  with-held  from 
Tou^  my  dear  Friend,  or  from  me  ?— -Not  one  among 
all  the  numberlefs  Produftions,  which  tread  the 
Ground,  or  ftand  nooted  to  the  Soil,  wants  any 
Convenience,  that  is  proper  for  its  refpe&ive  State. 
And-  will  his  heavenly  FATHER  deny  Theron, 

wha| 
^  }  Cor.  ix.  ^f 
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what  is  fo  neceflary  to  his  prelent  Comfort,  and  his 
final  Happinefs  ?  ImpofSble  * ! 

Ther.  I  wifh  for,  but  I  can  hardly  hope  to  par- 
take of,  that  fpiritu;al  Bleffirig ;  which  always  in- 
cluded niy  whole  Happinefs,  and  now  ingrofles  my 
whole  Concern. 

Jfp.  Not  hope  to  partake  of! — What  Pretence, 
what  Shadow  of  Foundation,  has  this  defponding 
Temper,  either  in  Reafon,  or  in  Scripture?  Is  it 
not  evident  from  the  whole  Book  of  Revelation  ?  Is 
it  not  apparent,  through  the  whole  Compafs  of  N^- 
turePThat  the  Almighty  LORD,  «  who  govern- 
<<  eth  the  World  with  the  Palm  of  his  Handf,"  is 
,  remote,  infinitely  remote,  from  a  niggardly  Difpo- 
Ution.  He  not  only  provideth  for  the  Wants,  but 
Vftn  fatisfieth  the  Dejire  of  every  living  Thing  %. 

U  %  Confider 

*.I  know  not  how  to  forbear  tranfcribing  a  Paragraph ,, 
from  one  of  our  periodical  Pa{>ers ;  which  contains  a 
JPropofal  for  adMin^  natural  Philofophy  to  the  Capacity 
of  Children.  Wiftiing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  inge- 
nious Author  would  mlarge  his  Sketch  into  a  Treatife  ; 
and  execute  the  Plan,  which  He  has  fo  judicioufly  pro- 
jected, and  of  which  he  has  given  Us  fo  delicate  a  Spe- 
cimen« 

After  feme  Remarks  on  the  Sagacity  of  Birds,  thejr 
Induftry,  and  other  furprifing  Properties,  He  adds ; — "  Is 
"it  for  Birds,  O  LORD,  that  Thou  haft  joined  toge- 
**  ther  fo  many  Miracles,  which  they  have  no  Know- 
**  ledge  of?  Is  it  for  Men  who  give  no  Attention  to 
*'  them  ?  Is  it  for  the  Curious,  who  are  fatisficd  with  ad- 
■**  miring,  without  raifing  their  Thoughts  to  Thee  ?  Or 
"  is  it  not  rather  vifiblc,  that  thy  Defign  has  been  to  call 
.  «*  Us  to  thyfelf,  by  fuch  a.Speaacle  ?  To  make^Us  fen- 
•*  fibleof  thy  Providence  and  infinite  Wifdom ;  and  to 
"  fill  Us  with  Confidence^  in  thy  Bounty,  who  watcheft, 
*•  with  fo  much  Care  and  Tendernefs,  over  Birds,  though 
^*  two  of  them  are  fold  but  for  a  Farthipg  ?*' 

f  Ecclus.  xviii.  3.  \  Pfah  cxlv.  !$• 
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Confider  thofe  ftately  Poppies^  which  are  now  the 
principal  Ornament  of  the  Garden.  They  have  no 
Tongue  to  requeft  the  leaft  Favour.  Yet  the  ever- 
gracious  MAKER,  clothes  them  from  his  own 
Wardrobe,  and  decks  them  with  exquifite  Beauty. 
— Obfervc  the  young  Ravensy  which  fit  carelefly 
croaking  on  yonder  Boughs.  Do  they  cry  *  for 
Food  ?  It  is  in  hoarfe  unarticulate  Accents.  Yet 
the all-fupporting  GOD,  hears  Meaning  in  their 
Noife ;  and  fupplies  their  every  Need,  from  his 
own  fpontaneous  Bounty  .—If  He  accommodates  the 
former,  though  incapable  of  afking;  if  He  attends 
to  the  latter,  though  infenfible  of  their  Benefactor ;  1 
can  He  difregard  our  prefEng  Wants  ?  Will  He 
ri}e£i  our  earneft  Petitions  ?  Efpecially,  when  jWe  y 
feek  fuch  pure  and  exalted  Gifts,  as  it  is  both  his  ^ 
Delight  and  his  Honour  to  beftow.  » 

O !  my  Friend,  look  abroad  into  univcrfal  Nature, 
and  look  away  every  difquieting  Thought.  « 

Ther,  Did  You  inquire  what  Pretence  I  have  for 
this  defponding  Temper  ?  Alas  !  I  have  more  than 
a  Pretence.  I  have  a  Keafon.  A  lleafon  too  ob- 
vious ;  my  great  Unworthinefs  ! 

•  Jfp.  Pray  where  wa^  the  Worthinefs  of  the  ftifFr 
necked  Ifraelites  ?  Yet  the  LORD  bare  themy  and 
carried  themy  all  the  Days  of  old  f. — Where  was  the 
Worthinefs  of  Saul  the  Blafphenj^r  ?  Yet  the  bleffed 
JESUS  made  Him  a  chofen  Veffel,'  and  fet  Him 
as  a  Signet  on  his  jRight-hand. — You  deferve  no- 
thing at  the  Hand  of  GOD  our  SAVIOUR. 
And  what  did  Jofeph's  Brethren  deferve  from  the 
Viceroy  of  Egypt  ?  Yet  he  delivered  them  from  Fa- 
mine, who  fold  Him  to  Slavery.     He  fettled  them 

in 
•  Pfal.  cxlvii.  9.  t  Ifai.  Ixii.  9. 
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in  the  choiceft  Territories,  who  caft  Him  into  the 
horrible  Pit.  He  fhewed  Himfelf  a  Friend  and  a 
Father  to  thofe  unnatural  Relations  ;  who  were  his 
adlual  Betrayers,  and  his  intentional  Murderers.— 
°  And  can  You  perfuade  yourfelf,  will  You  harbour 
^  a  Sufpicion,   that  CHR  IS  T  is  lefs  compaffioriate 

\         than  Jofeph  ?  Shall  a  frail  Mortal  dut-vie  IMMA- 

NVE  L  in  Beneficence  ? 
•  Ther,  Is  not  fome  Righteoufnefs  of  oiir  own  in- 

'  difpenfibly  ilequired,  in  order  to  oUr  Participation  of 

J  the  Righteoufnefs  of  G HR  1ST.  '         \  .    . 

^  J/p.  Yes,  fuch  a  Righteoufnefs  as  Zdccheus'  the 

'  Publican,    or    the   Philippian    Jailor    poftbfled.— 

Zaccheus  was  a  Man  of  infamous  Chara<Ster,  and 
Chief  among  the  Extortioners.  The  Jailor  Wks  a 
barbarous  Perfccutor,  and  in'Purpofe  a  Self-mur- 
derer, Yet  our  LORD  fays  to  the  former ;  Tits 
Dayy  without  enjoining  any  Courfe  of  previous 
Preparation  i  this  very  Day,  wiH  I  abide  at  thy 
Houfe.  And  bring  even  to  fuch  a  fcandalous*  Dwell- 
ing, impart  even  to  its  profligate  \  Owner,  my  great 
Salvation.  St.  Paul  dire(9bs  the  latter,  without  in- 
fifting  upon  any  antecedent  Duty  or  Reformation, 
to  believe  'on  the  LORD  JESVS.  And  aflures 
the  poor  Sihner,  trembling  on  the  very  Brink  of 
Defpair,  that,  m  fo  doing,  Hejhdll  befaved. 

U  3  «  Thus, 

•  Scandalous — For  the  Neighbours  fay,  on  this  Occafion, 
He  is  gone  ta  he  Gueft  nvith  a  Many  the^t  is  a  Sinner^ ;  a  noto- 
rious Sinner.  Stt  the  Import  of  afc^tprft/Xo;,  in  fuch  a 
Connexion,  Luhwiu  37. 

t  Profligate — Neither  is  this  too  fevere  a  Cenfare  onSiaC" 
ibeus.  Becaufe,  none  but  an  abandoned  ihamelcfs  Wretch 
—No  Son  of  Abrahamy  till  He  was  loft  to  rJl  Senfe  of . 
Decency,  would  undertake  the  Office^  which  the  MeJ  of 
tbt  Publifurtf^  exmifed* 
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«  Thus,  might  He  have  added,  wa3  I  niyfelf 
«*  faved.  Not  while  I  was  cxcrciiiiig  Righteouf- 
*«  ncfs  ;  not  when  I  had  obtained  Righteoufneis  ; 
«  but  in  the  very  midft  of  my  Ungodlinefs  and 
<*  Cruelty.  While  I  was  breathing  out  Threatnings 
*«  and  Slaughter^  againft  the  Difciples  of  my  LORD; 
**  nay,  when  I  was  dray?ing  nigh  to  Damafcus^  and 
<*  upon  the  Point  of  executing  the  moft  diabolical 
«  Dofigns." 

Are  not  thefe  remarkable  Cafes,  fo  many  A^s 
Mnd  Precedents  of  the  Court  of  Heaven  ?  Were  they 
not  record^ed  for  our  Obfervation,  Imitation,  and 
Comfort?— If  fo,  nothing  is  required,  in  order  to 
our  Participation  of  CHRIST  and  his  Benefits, 
but  only  that  We  receive  them.  Receive  them,  as 
the  freeft  of  Gifts,  or  as  Matter  of  mere  Grace, 
vouchfafed  to  the  moft  Unworthy, 

^er.  Is  it  not  neceflary,  that  We  have,  at  leaff, 
a  Conviiftion  of  our  Need  of  thefe  Benefits,  and  a 
Scnfe  of  their  unfpeakable  Worth  ? 

Jfp.  Not  as  the  Condition  of  our  enjoying  them. 
Not  as  giving  Us  a  Warrant  to  claim  or  poflefs 
them.  The  proper  Bufinefs  of  fuch  Convi<Elions 
is  only  to  a£t  as  Stimulatives ;  exciting  Us,  earneftly 
tQ  covet,  gladly  to  receive,  the  unfpeakably  heed- 
ful Gifts. — Come-,  only  come;  is  our  MAS- 
T  E  R's  Language.  Without  ftaying  to  acquire 
any  goodly  Qualities,  is  his  Meaning. — Our  R  E- 
D  E  E  M  E  R  and  his  Benefits,  are  like  a  free  Port. 
You  enter,  without  paying  any  Duty.  And  though 
the  Plague^  the  Plague  of  Guilt  be  in  your  Veflel, 
You  need  not  ftay  to  perform  Quarantine  ;  no,  nor 
delav  a  fingle  Moment. 

Ther. 
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973^;  Surely,  to  come  Ivithout  any  Holinefs, 
without  any  decent  Prej^arative,  muft  be  a  groft 
Indignity  to  the  Divine  JESUS.  Whoever  pre- 
fents  a  Pcti|ioa  to  any  earthly  Sovereign,  willthin^ 
it  abfolutely  ncceffary,  not  to  appear  in  a  flovenly 
Defliabille,  much  lefs  in  filthy  Raiment.  Does  not 
pur  LORD  Himfelf,  in  the  Parable  of  the  Wed- 
ding-Garment, inculcate  this  very  Point,  and  cau- 
tion Us  againft  a  prefumptuous  Approach  ? 

J/p.  In  this  Parable,  CHRIST  is  both  the 
Bridegroom,  the  Feaft,  and  the  Weddirtg-Gar- 
ment  *  And  who  are  invited  to  an  Union  with 
this  Bridegroom  ?  To  be  Gucfts  at  this  Feaft  ?  To 
be  arrayed  with  this  Wedding-Garment? — The 
MeiTengers  are  fent,  not  to  the  Manfion-houfes  o( 
the  Rich,  or  the  Palaces  of  the  Mighty ;  but  to  the 
High'ivays  and  Hedges.  Where  Mifery  mourns} 
and  Poverty  pines;  and  Bafenefs  hides  her  Head. — 
To  whom  is  their  Meflage  addrefled?  Not  to  the 
Amiable  or  Accompliflicd.  But  to  the  Poor^  the 
Maimedj  the  Halty  the  Blind  f.  Perfons,  who  have 
no  recommending  Endowments,  but  every  Jothefome 
and  di/gfijlful  Property.  Yet  thefe  (mark  the  Paf- 
fage,  my  Friend ;  mark  well  the  encouraging  Cir- 
cumftance)  thefe  are  not  only  allowed,  but  intreat- 
cd — importuned — and,  by  all  the  Arts  of  Perfuafi*- 
on^  by  every  weighty  or  winning  Motive,  Compelled 
to  come  in. — After  all  this,  furely,  it  cannot  be  an 
A£t  of  Prefumption  to  accept,  but  muft  be  a  Breach 
of  Duty  to  refufe  the  Invitation. 

U  4  Ther. 

•  Matt.  xxii.  ii.  Mac  Veftu  eft  Jufiitia  CHRIST  I. 
B  s  N  •  £  L.  in  Loc. 

t  Lukexiv.  2f« 
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Tber.  You  take  no  Notice  of  the  Man,  who.  Wan 
found  without  a  Wedding-Garment.  Which  is  by 
far  the  moft  alarming  Incident,  and  that  which  gives 
me  no  fmall  Uneailnefs. 

Jfp,  And  does  my  Theron  take  proper  Notice  of 
the  Divine  Declaration  ?  /  have  prepared  my  Dinner^ 
fays  the  KING  eternal.  All  Things  an  ready  *. 
*'  Whatever  is  neceffary  for  the  Juftification,  the 
<^  Holinefs,  the  complete  Salvation  of  Sinners,  is 
*f  provided  in  the  Merit  and  the  Grace  of  my 
**  S  O  N.  Let  them  come  therefore,  as  to  a  nup- 
**  tial  Banquet ;  and  freely  enjoy  my  Munificence  ; 
**  and  feaft  their  Souls  with  the  royal  Provifion." 

The  Man  without  a  Wedding-Garment,  denotes 
the  fpecious  fuperficial  ProfelTor;  who  is  called  by 
CHRISTs  Name,  but  has  nev.txput  en  CHRIST 
JESUS  by  Faith.— Shall  I  tell  You  more  plainly, 
whom  this  CharaSer  reprefents  ?  You  yourfelf, 
my  dear  Theron^  was,  fome  Months  ago,  in  the  State 
of  this  unhappy  Creature.  When  You  trufted  in 
Yourfelf,  and  thought  highly  of  your  own,  thought 
meanly  of  your  S  A  V I  O  U  R's  Righteoufnefs.— 
If  your  former  Miftakes  made  you  refemble  Him» 
like  a  Partner  or  a  Brother ;  take  Heed,  left  your 
prefcnt  Objedlions  rank  You  in  the  Nun^ber  of  his 
Neighbours  or  Coufins. 

Let  Us  in\itate  a  better  Example.  Imitate  the 
returning  Prodigal.  He  came,  with  no  Recommen*. 
dation,  either  of  Drefs,  of  Perfon^  or  of  Character. 
None  but  his  Nakcdnefs,  his  Mifery,  and  an  Ac- 
knowledgment of  Vilenefs^  which  had  every  aggra- 
vating, not  one  extenuating  Circumftance.  Yet  He 
was  rcccived--rreceivcd  with  Indulgencc^HTCceived 

with 
*  Matt.  xxii.  4. 
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WithCarefles — and,  without  ftaying  to  provide  any 
handfome  Apparel  of  his  own,  was  cloathed  with 
that  heft  Rohiy  the  Robe  of  a  SAVIOUR's 
Righteoufnefs. 

Let  Us  accuftom  Ourfelvcs  to  confider  this  in- 
comparable Robe,  under  its  proper  evangelical  Cha- 
rader.  It  is  not  a  Matter  of  Bargain,  nor  the 
Subjca  of  Sale,  but  a  Gift.  The  Gift  of  Righteouf- 
nefsj  fays  the  Apoftle.  And  Gifts,  We  all  agree, 
arc  not  to  be  purchafed^  but  received, — That  We 
may  not  unaccountably  neglcft,  what  We  fo  per- 
fc£Uy  know,  the  Parable  You  mention,  is  a  ftrong, 
ftanding,  feafonable  Admonition.  It  teaches  Us 
another  Kind  of  Fear,  than  that  which  has  alarmed 
your  Mind.  1%  teaches  Us  to  fear,  left,  by  not  ac- 
lepting  this  facrcd  Gift,  We  incur  the  divine  Dif- 
plcafure.' 

Ther.  How,  Afpafio  !  Can  this  be  the  Senfe  of 
thePafiage? 

Afp.  The  Guefts,  You  know,  confifted  of  poor 
Outcafts«  They  were  colleded  from  the  High- 
ways and  Hedges.  Now  We  cannot  fuppofe,  that 
People  in  fuch  Circumftances,  from  fuch  a  Situati- 
on, and  coming  at  a  Minute's  Warning,  fhould  be 
able  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  a  Drefs,  fuitable  to 
the.  grand  Occafion.  We  muft  therefore  fuppofe, 
(which,  is  very  conformable  to  the  eaftern  Cuftoms) 
that  the  King  had  ordered  his  Servants,  to  accom- 
modate each  Gueft  from  the  royal  Wardrobe. 
That  each  might  have  this  additional  Token  of 
his  Sovereign's  Favour  j  and  all  might  be  arrayed 
in  a  Manner,  becoming  the  Magnificence  of  the 
Solemnity.— The  unhappy  Perfon,  who  was  hound 
Hand  and  Foot^  and  cqft  into  QuHr  Darknefsy  had,  no 
4  Doubt^ 
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Doubt,  an  Offer  of  the  nuptial  Suit.    But  He  re-» 
fufed,  either  to  receive  it,  or  to  wear  it  j  and  rude* 
ly  made  his  Appearance  in  his  own  Garments* 
Which,  however  they  might  comport  with  his  pri-» 
vate  Station,  or  anfwer  his  perfonal  Conveniencies, 
were  infinitely  too  mean  for  this  illuftrious  Ceremo-^ 
ny. — ^The  King,  refenting  fuch  a  Behaviour,  as  an 
Infult  on  his  Majefty,  and  a  Contempt  of  his  Boun- 
ty, moft  juftly  condemned  the  negligent  and  dif* 
dainful  Wretch  to  a  fevere  Puniflimcnt. ,  A  Punifh^ 
ment.  You  will  obferve,  not  for  the  ComniffUn  of 
former  Iniquities,  but  for  the  Refufal  of  prefent 
Grace. 

Ther.  "  The  Refufal  of  prefent  Grace !"  Is  this 
the  oiily  Crime,  with  which  You  can  fuppofe  Him 
or  me  chargeable  ? 

jffp.  Not  the  only,  but  it  is  the  moft  provoking, 
and  the  moft  deftru(ftive  Crime. 

Ther.  Is  nothing  then,  nothing  to  be  done  on  our 
Part? 

Jfp.  You  are  an  Admirer  of  Nature,  Tberon. 
Read  your  favourite  Book,  or  hear  your  favourite 
Author. 

Nature  is  chrijiian^  preacUs  to  Mankind^ 
And  bids  dead  Matter  aid  Us  in  our  Creed. 

Ther.  Explain  yourfelf,  Afpafio.  I  ihould  be  glad 
to  find  in  the  Volume  of  Nature,  anyThing  adapt- 
ed to  remove  my  Diftrefs,  and  encourage  my  Hopes. 

^.  When  the  ALMIGHTY  made  Man, 
and  placed  Him  in  this  habitable  World,  did  He 
fay?  "  Here  is  a  Dwelling-place,  furnifh  yourfelf 
<«  with  Accommodations.  Here  are  Materials ;  let 
"  your  own  Skill  form  the  Trees,  the  Fruits,  the 

«  Grain." 
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<«  Grain." — Or  did  He  fay  ?  "  Here  they  are,  ready 
<«  formed  to  your  Hand  j  only  do  fomething,  in  or- 
«'  der  to  qualify  Yourfelves  for  them,  or  entitle 
«  Yourfelves  to  them." — ^No;  his  Language  was  ; 
*«  They  are  fully  prepared.  You  are  welcome  to 
«  make  Ufe  of  them  all.  They  are  my  free  Gift 
<«  to  my  needy  Creatures." 

In  like  Manner,'  when  He  fent  his  S  ON  Into 
the  World,  to  make,  the  Atonement  for  Sin,  and  to 
work  the  juftifying  Righteoufnefs,  He  faid  not  to 
fallen  Man ;  "  Do  your  Part  in  this  grand  Bufi- 
*•  nefs.  At  Icaft  make  Yourfelf,  in  fome  Degree, 
<«  meet  for  thefe  Benefits."— No ;  but  He  fpoke,  or 
rather  now  fpeaks  in  the  Gofpel,  to  this  Efiea, 
<<  The  Work  is  all  done  ;  with  a  Perfe^ion  that  is 
<*  abfolute,  and  admits  of  no  Addition.  The  Be- 
"  nefits  are,  not  to  diftinguifh  Merit,  but  to  reco- 
<«  ver  the  Ruined..  Therefore,  as  ruined,  unde- 
«<  fervlng,  guilty  Creatures,  You  arc  welcome  to 
<*  apply  and  enjoy  them  all." 

Ther.  What !  Is  ilot  Heavenly-mindednefs  to  be 
cxercifed  ?  No  Vidory  over  our  Lufts  gained  ? 
No  Fruits  of  San<aificati6n  produced  ? 

Afp.  Thefe  legal  Apprehenfions !  How  clofely 
they  cleave  to  my  Theron's  Mind  !  But  I  hope,  the 
Word  of  GOD,  which  pierceth  to  the  dividing 
afunder  the  Soul  and  Spirit,  will  give  the  fevering 
Blow, — And  what  fays  that  facred  Word  ?  It  de^ 
fcribes  the  Gofpel,  as  a  fyill  or  Tijlammt  * ;  and 

all 

•  Heh.  ix.  16,  17.     This  Notion  not  only  rans  through 
the  Scriptures,  but  ilands  confpicuous  even  in  their  Ti- 
tle Page. — What  are  they  called  ?  The  Old  and  Th j 
NE>y  Testament.-— What  is  a  Teftament?  An  au- 
thentic 
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all  its  glorious  BlefEngs,  as  Legacies  bequeathed  by 
the  dying  JES  [75.— When  your  old  Acquaintance 
Chariclesy  left  You  a  handfome  Legacy ;  what  did 
you  doy  to  eftablifh  your  Title,  and  make  it  your 
own? 

Ther.  My  Title  was  pre-eftabliflied,  by  my 
Friend's  Donation,  I  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
claim,  to  accept,  and  to  poffefs. 

Jfp.  Do  the  very  fame,  in  the  pfefent  Cafe, 
CHRISTj  having  merited  Pardon,  and  obtained 
eternal  Redemption,  made  his  laft  Will,  and  re- 
corded it  in  the  New  Teftament.  There  He  dif- 
pofes  of  thofe  unfearchable  Riches.  And  who  are 
his  Legatees  ?  Not  the  Holy  or  the  Heavenly  mind- 
ed, but  Sinners,  loft  Sinners  of  Mankind.  Un- 
der this  Charadler,  You  are  to  claim,  accept,  and 
poffefs  the  great  T  E  S  T  A  T  O  R's  Beneficence. 
— Sure  you  cannot  fuppofe,  that  CHRJST*s 
Kindnefs  is  lefs  fincere,  or  that  CHRIST*s  Do- 
nations are  lefs  valid,  than  thofe  of  an  earthly 
Defundl. 

Ther.  This  Illuftration  hardly  reaches  the  Point. 
I  fpeak  not  of  doing  any  Thing,  under  the  Notion 
of  Merity  but  of  Ratification.  That  which  may, 
not  entitle  Us  to  CHR  IS  ST,  but  only  prepare  bur 
Way  to  Him. 

thentic  Deed,  in  which  Eflates  are  tranfmitted,  and  Le- 
gacies bequeathed.  In  other  T^fbiments,  fome  earMy 
Foffeflion ;  in  this,  the  bea'uenly  Patrimony,  even  all  the 
Riches  of  Grace,  and  the  everlafting  Inheritance  of 
Glory.  Did  we  coniider  the  Scriptures  in  this  Light,  it 
would  be  a  moil  engaging  Invitation,  to  fearch  them  with 
Affiduity  and  Pleafure.  What  Child  is  willing  to  conti- 
nue ignorant  of  a  deceafed  Parent's  laft  Will  and  Tefta- 
ment ?  Who  does  not  covet  to  know,  what  Honours, 
Hereditaments,  and  Wealth  devolve  to  his  Enjoym^n^t; 
by  fuch  auiat^efting  and  venerable  Conveyance  i 
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Afp^  By  fuch  Nations,  inftead  of  preparing  your 
Way  to  CHRIST^  You  fill  it  with  Stumbling- 
blocks,  Precipices,  and  deep  Pits. — As  to  Qualifi- 
cation, if  there  be  any  fuch  Thing,  it  is  our  ex- 
treme Indigence ;  and  this,  I  prefume,  you  are  not 
without.  Other  Qualification,  neither  Reafon  pre- 
fcribes,  nor  Scripture  requires. 

Reafon  prefcribes  no  other. — The  Gifts  of  the  eter- 
nal S  O  V  E  R  E I G  N  are  intended,  not  to  re- 
cognize our  imaginary  Worth,  but  to  aggrandize 
our  Ideas  of  his  immenfe  Liberality.  They  are 
intended,  to  fhew  forth  the  exceeding  Riches  of 
his  Goodnefs  5  which  pardons  and  faves,  not  only 
without  Merit,  but  againft  Demerit.  To  anfwer 
fucb  a  Defign,  the  Unworthy  and  the  Sinners  are 
duly  qualified  j  nay,  are  the  only  qualified  Perfons. 

Scripture  requires  no  other. — The  ever-merciful 
SAVIOUR  fays  not;  They  are  unqualified  for 
my  Salvation.  They  have  no  valuable  or  noble  Ac- 
quirements. But  this  is  his  tender  Complaint; 
They  will  not  come  to  me^  juft  as  they  are  j  with  all 
their  Sins  about  them ;  with  all  their  Guilt  upon 
them ;  that  they  may  have  Life  *. 

Pray,  take  Notice  of  this  Text ;  and  you  will  fee 
Things  placed  in  a  new  Light.  You  will  behold 
CHR  IS  T  under  a  new  Charadter,  and  his  Bene- 
fits ranged  in  a  new  Order.  Sandification,  Hea- 
venly-mindednefs,  and  a  Vi<9:ory  over  our  Lufts, 
are  not  the  Qualities  which  He  requires^  but  the 
Bleifings  which  He  confers.  Not  what  We  bring  to 
Him,  as  introduftory  Conditions  ;  but  what  We 
receive  from  Him,  as  the 'Fruit  of  his  SuflTerings, 
and  the  EfFed  of  his  Grace. 

Ther. 

•  John  v.  4a. 
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Tber.  '*  The  Unv/orthy  an'd  Sinners,  the  only 
*'  qualified !^^  Of  this  Expreffion  I  cannot  but  take 
particular  Notice. — Then  Judas  fhould  ftand  in  the 
firft  Rank  of  qualified  Perfons  f  While  the  devout 
Centurion,  whofe  Prayers  and  Ahns  came  up  as  a  Me- 
mwial  before  GO D^  muft  '  thereby  be  unqualified 
for  the  Favour  of  Heaven. 

JJp.  If  you  obferved  my  Expreffion,  I  fpokc  in 
the  hypothetical  Manner  ♦•  Made  a  Suppofition, 
rather  than"  advanced  an  Aflertion.  ff  there  be 
any  Qualification,  this  is  the  only  one.  But  ftri£lly 
fpcaking,  there  is  no  fuch  Thing.  The  impulfive 
er  inclining  Caufe  of  all  G  O  D's  Favour  fliewn, 
of  all  G  O  D*s  Goodnefs  exercifed,  is— from  the 
Creature  i  No ;  but  from  Hlmfelf^  Himfelf  ahme. 
He  has  Mercjy  not  becaufe  this  or  that  Perfon  is 
^amiable,  is  meet,  or  qualified,  but  hecaufe  be  will 
have  Merey. — ^As  for  our  Nc^d  of  Mercy  and  Re- 
conciliation, arifing  from  a  State  of  Sinfulnefs,  this 
can  no  more  conftitue  a  real  Qualification  for  the 
Bleffings,*  than  an  Aft  of  Rebellion  can  qualify  for 
the  firft  Honours  of  the  State. 

But  this  We  muft  allow ;  That  fuch  Need,  fuch 
Mifery,  fuch  Sinfulnefs,  ijluftrate  the  Freenefs,  and 
manifeft  the  Riches  of  Grace.  This  alfo  We  fliould 
jiever  forget,  that  G  D  D's  firft  and  leading  Pur- 

pofe, 

^  If  the  Reader  ihould  think,  that  Theron^z  Objeaion 
is  not  fully  anfwered,  the  Deficiency  may,  in  this  Man- 
ner, be  fupplied. — Judas  was  falHciently  qualified,  a9  a 
loft  Sinner  ;  but  He  refufed  the  Grace,  through  Diftruft 
and  Defpair.  CBrneliuSf  inftead  of  being  unqualified  for, 
was  an  adual  Partaker  of  divine  Grace.  Which  inclined 
Jii-X^  to  oiFer  up  Sacrifices  of  Acknowledgment^  after  He 
had  relied  op  the  only  Sacrifice  oi  Jionement,  See  Vol,  I. 
page  285. 
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pofe,  in  all  his  favourable  Difpenfations  to  fallep 
Man,  is,  to  demonftrate  the  Sovereignty,  and  dif- 
play  the  Glory  of  his  Grace.— The  LORD, 
promifing  a  very  extraordinary  Deliverancie  to  If- 
rael'y  promifing  all  the  BleflingS  of  the  new  Cove- 
nant, fays  ;  not  for  your  SakeSj  hi  it  known  unto  You^ 
do  I  this  *  fignal  AA  of  Kindnefs. — For  Ye  have 
difobeyed  me  in  your  own  Land,  and  diflionoured' 
me  among  the  Heathen. — ^What  then  is  the  In- 
ducement ?    We  find  it  in  the  following  Declara- 
tion ;   7,  £ven  lam  HE^  that  blotteth  out  your  Tranf- 
grejjions  for  my  own  Saief.      Becaufe,  I  am  un- 
fpeakably  kind.      Becaufe,  I  delight  in  Loving- 
kindnefs,    and  have  Pleafure  in  the  Salvation  of 
Sinners.— What  is  the  End  of  all  ?  It  is  for  the 
Praise  of  the  Glory  of  his  Grace  J. 
A  proper  Motto  for  all  the  Difplays  of  divine  Be- 
nevolence  to  finful  Creatures.  *  Efpecially,  for  the 
Gift  of  a  perfeca  and   everlafting  Righteoufnefs. 
Which  is,  to  Man  the  Bleffing  of  Bleflings  3   and 
to  GOD,   the  Glory  of  Glories. 

Thin  This  is  a  Gift  indeed  !r-To  be  interefted 
in  all  the  Merits  of  CHRIST!  To  have  his  im- 
maculate Righteoufnefs  imputed  to  my  Sou] ! — So 
that  from  henceforth  there  fhall  be  no  Fear  of  Con- 
demnation, but  a  comfortable  Enjoyment  of  freeft 
liove,  and  a  delightful  Expeftation  of  cpmpleteft 
Glory! 

Jfp.  Admirably  fpoken !  Of  all  thefe  Bleflings 
CHRIST'S  Righteoufnefs  is  truly  meritorious, 
and  certainly  producftiye.  And  why  fhould  You 
.not,  by  receiving  the  latter,  epjoy  the  former  f 
Why  fhould  Diffidence,  like  a  malignant  Spedre, 

haunt 
^  Pzck.  xxxvi,  32.     t  Ifai.  xliii.  25.     t  Eph.  i.  6. 
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haunt  your  Thoughts  ;   thwart  your  Paths  j  and 
hold  back  or  unnerve  your  Hand  ? 

If  this  rich  Donation,  furpafs  your  very  Thoughts, 
and  fill  You  with  grateful  Aftonifhment ;   it  is  ib 
much  the  better  adapted  to  exemplify,  what  the 
Scripture  very  emphatically  ftyles,  the  abundant^  the 
fuperabundant^  the  exceeding  abundant  *  Grace  of  our 
G  O  D. — G  O  D  is  a  boundlefs  Ocean  of  Love  j 
ever  flowing,  yet  abfolutely  inexhaufliblc.     See  ! 
What  an  innumerable  Variety  of  Benefits,    are 
tranfmitted  from. yonder  Sun,  to  gladden  all  the 
Regions  of  Nature  !   Yet  the  Sun  is  but  a  Sparky 
its  higheft  Splendor,  no  more  than  a  Shade ;   its 
uninterrupted  and  mofl  profufe  Communications  of 
Light,  a  poor  diminutive  Scantling  5  compared  with 
the  Riches  of  Divine  Benignity. 

The  Servant  in  the  Parable,  who  owed  ten  thou- 
fand  Talents  +,  cr^tved  only  forae  merciful  For- 
bearance.. Whereas,  his  generous  Lord  remitted 
the  whole  Sum,  and  gave  him  an  Acquitance  in 
full ;  I  forgave  Thee  all  that  Debt  %. — ^You  wonder, 
and  very  defervcdly,  at  fuch  vaft  Generofity,  But, 
what  had  been  your  Admiration,  if  You  had  feen 
the  noble  Mafler  admitting  this  obnoxious  Slave, 

to 

•  Yfffiii^aAXtfa*  ;^«fw«  2  Cor.  IX.  14.— Yflnpwn^^wwi'f 
;ga^»f.  Rom.  v.  20.— T*«pKr?tfor«<w»  ij  x»pK«    2  Tim,  i.  14. 

f  If  thefe  were  Talents  of  Gold,  the  Sum  would 
amount  to  Sevettty-two  Millions  Sterling.  If  only  Talents 
of  Silver,  the  Debt  would  have  been  /our  Mtllions^  four 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds.  Hereby  our  L  O  RD  moft  fig- 
nificantly  intimates  the  vafl  Number,  and  the  enormous 
Magnitude,  of  our  Offences  againft  GOD;  together 
with  our  utter  Incapacity,  of  making  any  Satisfafiion ; 
and  his  moft  magnificent  Grace,  iii  freely  forgiving  all. 
t  Matt,  xviii.  32, 


i  tA  K  fjwe  in  (i«  ©igGtty  ?  ^Wfc^t,  if  he  M  ir^^le 

fo  worthlefs  a  Wretdi,  ihe  Child  of  Ub  >Famny,: 
<  and  tihc  Heir  <rf  ihU  Efiate  f  This,  You  are  ready 

i!  to  f2fy  would'  exceed  the  -Bounds  of  Credibility, 

i  Vet  -Goo  Aliiiighty's    fttfpwdoufe  fieneficence 

i  ^ceeds  all  thi3.     He  not  only  fpares  guilty  Grca-^ 

»  tares,  but  makes  them  hiis  Children  j  mates  ttieiii- 

1  Inheritors  .of  his  jf^ir^gdom ;  and,  as  an  Intrpdiic- 

fion  to  all^  or  rather  as  tjie  Crown  of  all,  pi^li;^ 

i  A^mPartaic^^  ^Oi^l        ^         .■'     ' 

5^fr.  The  Gift  is  ineftipiable;  of  niore  Value 
than  all  \V'orlds.  Jt  will  rlender  me  bleflqd  ahd 
fijmpy,  .Now^anflf for  Ever.  '     \  ' 

Xicfpel 0/ the ilefedO OD.   "Hear,   what  the  h^fi^ 

ifiSJs^S  .tlje[(jtft^;]^igl^tfo^0efsi  jhpj^qy- 
jf ^ ,  mfintrf^nftf ficrtipn  j  ,Re<J^}\pjf io?Vj^9mjg}^ 
«  Evil ;  .^  ArfoptiW  of  Spps;;  i*e  ^gherjj^^fljp 
-¥jof iifiaven;  Jind  a  moft  mdiSAr^d,  i^  /=9n)«gal 
55  jRolatio(i  jto  ^tl^  iofinitdy  m^^efti«>  :S  0  ^  Qf 
;  ««  GOD.    All  thefe  divinely  precious .Privikg^s 

««  preached,  prcfented,' vouphiafed,  ,to:.thc -F^ol-' 
5*>Uh,  to  the  Difobedient,  to  Enemies/* 
.    Vqi.  III.  ..      X    .       '  ner. 

►•  jl^cb.  Ui.   14.^ 
i|-  iSt.  Cicu/^/w,  defcribing  the  Qffce  ^f .  a  PreacJji^r 
.<»  iEviingcliA,  tkas  expr^ffes  liiinfrff.   .K«  y«e  ^tt^xuawq 

^oTmfAt^if  Y&K  |y  ^jmV  ..xjiOnftfiQi^:     V^^l*  11^  .p^-"  2.  £di|. 
SaviL 
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•  TJyer.  May  fuch  unworthy  Perfons  look  forBlef^* 
fings,  fo  fuperlatively  excellent? 

Afp.  Unworthy! — ^My  dear  Friend,  dwell  np 
longer  on  that  obfolete  Topic.  Remember  the 
poor  ragged  Creatuies,  that  fat  (hivering  and  ftaryed 
under  the  Hedges.  Were  thtf  worthy  to  receive 
an  Invitation,  ibey  worthy  to  be  allowed  AdmiflEion, 
to  a  magnificent  Court  and  a  royal  Banquet  \ 

AiTure  Yourfelf,  the  greateft  Unworthinefs  is  no 
Obje<^ion  in  GOD's  Account.  Since  He  never 
looks ^at  ai)y  Thing  r amiable  in  the  Creature,  that 
may -engage  Him  to  ihew  Mercy;  nor  ytt  at 
any  Thing  abominabli  in  the  Creature,  that  may 
with-hold  Him  from  fhewing  Mercy.  Not  for 
your  Sake,  hut  for  my  wm  Sahy  ,is  his  invariable 
Decree. 

With  regard  to  Worthinefs,  this  is  as  much 
difavowed  by  the  Gofpel,  as  equivocal  ♦  Generation 
is  exploded  by  the  modern  Philofophy.  The  Gof- 
pel being  a  gracious  Provifion,  made^  by  the  fu« 
preme  royal  Pxerogative,  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Ruinedy  and  the  Salvation  of  the  UngoJly. 

Nay ;  this  Notion  of  yours  is  diametrically  con^ 
trary  to  the  Gofpel,  and  totally  fubverjlvi  of  th« 
Covenant  of  Grace. 
Ther.  In  whatRefpea? 

*  The  jincients  imagbedy  that  many  Vegetables  and 
Infefls  were  producied  by,  I  know  not  what,  plafKc 

'  Power  in  the  Sun  and  other  Elements.  This  is  called 
equtfjocal  Generation.-— Whereas,  the  modem  Philofo- 
phers  maintain,  that  every  Individual  of  this  Kind,  de- 
rives its  Beinjg  from  fome  Parent-Vegetable  or  Parenti 
Animal.-  This  is  ftyled  umsu9eal  Generation .-^The  for- 
mer Opinion  is  now  univerfi^Uy  rejeded,  as  irratioiialp 

ehlm^ricaly  and  to  the  laft  Degree  unphilofophical. 
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JSfp.  Becaufe  it  would  make  our  own  Duty 'and 
Obedience  the  Terms.  Whereas,  the  Terms  wer« 
CHRIST'S  Suffering,  znd  CHRIST'S  Obe- 
dience. Tieff  are  the  Hinge  on  which  that  great 
Tranfa£^ion  turns,  and  on  which  the  Hope  of  the 
World  hangs. 

Ther.  Be  more  particular,  Afpajh. 

Jfp.  The  firft  Covenant  was  made  with  Adam^ 
f  for  Himfelf  and  for  Us.-  Bf caking  it,  He  loft* his 
original  Righteoufncft,  and  became  fubjeft  Vk 
Death.  Became  at  once  a  JBanirupt  and  a  Reh^ 
In  this  Guilt,  in  thiVMiferj^,  We  and  all  his  Ppf- 
teritjr  fhared. — ^Now  you  cannot  fuppofc,  that  the 
Almighty  MAJESTY  would  enter  into  a  frelh 
Covenant,  with  an  injihenf  znd  attatnud  CrtTXixrtf^ 
It  pleafed,  therefore,  the  SECOND  PER- 
SON of  the  adorable  TRINITY,  to  under- 
take our  Caufe ;  to  become  our  Surety  5  and  put 
Himfelf  in  our  Stead.  With  Him  the  fecond  Co- 
venant was  made.  He  was  charged  with  the  Per- 
formance of  the  Conditions  \  thereby  to  obtain 
Pardon  and  Righteoufnefs,  Grac6  and  Glory,  foir 
all  his  People.  /  have  made  a  Covenant^  fays  the 
LORD  JEHOVAH,  not  with  fallen  Adam^ 
or  any  of  his  guilty  R^ce,  but  with  my  CHOSEN 
ONE*.  And  the  Terms  were  (You  will  permit 
X  2  me 

*  P/al.  Ixxxix.  3.  It  IS  generally  allowed,  that  this 
Pfalm»  in  its  fuhlimeft  Senfe,  is  referable  to  CHR/S  Ti 
and«  in  its  full  Extent,  is  referable  only  unto  C  HRIS  7t 
If  fo,  I  think,  it  would  be  more  iignificant  and  emphati- 
cal,  to  render  nm^  My  CHO  SEN  O  JVJ5.— This  will 
furniih  oat  a  very  clear  and  cogent  Argument  to  prove» 
that  the  Covenant  of  Grace  was  made,  not  with  Us, 
oar  Anceftor9  or  SuccefTors,    but  with  the   LORD 

yEsy<s 
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me  to  repeat  the  momentous  Truth)  not  your  Wor- 
thinefs  or  mine,  but  the  Incarnation,  the  Obedience^ 
the  Death  of  G  O  D's  ever-tlefled  SON. 
^    Tb^.  Has  Man  then  no  Office  affigned,  no  Part 
to  zEty  4n  the  Covenant  of  tGcace  i 

Jfp.  He  has :  but  it  is  a  Part,  vfhidi  tuf  Friend 
feems  very  loth  to  difchai!ge«  His  Part  is  to  accept 
^t  Bleffings^  fully  purchafed  bytheSAVIOUR^ 
and  freely  prefented  to  the  Simmer.  His  P^  It^ 
ADt  to  diflionour  the  R  £  D  £  £  M  £  R^s  gracious 
loterpofition)  and  infinitely  fufficiei^t  Pesformaopje^ 
hy  pretipndilig  to  any  Merit  of  his  own.  {{is  P^ 
(vvby  will  You  conftrain  ^e  to  iteit^rate  in  thijs 
Mannen?)  is,  not  to  bring  Mofley  in  bis  Hand, 
.with  the  ten  Brethren  ;  but,  with  an  emptyHand^ 
aDd  lijce  an  impoveriifhcd  Lewmus^  tip  pih  k^  ^ 
GOD's  Ci^eHant*. 

ThfT.  If  tjiis  be  the  Nature  of  ^he  NewCovenant;, 
1  muft  confefs,  that  I  have  hitherto  been  ignpniRt 
-of  it,  and  of  the  Goipel. 

-  j^.  And  from  hQnce^rifes  your. prefe;ntDIfirefa* 
Tio  this,  not  to  your  Un¥rorthine&,  but  to  this  I 
afcrtbe  ypur  Perplexity  and  Ai^uiOx.'^You  are^ 
][^hitofopher,  Ther^ni  and  have  been  apouftofned 
to  examine  ^the  Pippporrion  of  Objeib,  iattbe/ thii? 

JE S  US  CHR 7^r  in  oiir  Name.  Juft  fuch  an  Argti- 
ment  as  the  ApoHle  afes,  to  convince  the  GalaiianSf 
That  the  Promifes  of  tile  Obvimaiit  were  made vto^  the 
^ame Divine  PERSON,  GalAiu  \6 — From  hi>t Whieb 
Premifes  this  important  Coneluiion  follows. ;  That  jtiMr 
fication  and  ev^ry  fpiritual  BleCn^  Are  tke  f  r\iit  .of 
CHRIST'S  Obediencfe  ;  are  lodged  in  Him  cas  ilbe 
^rcat  Profrittary  ;  are  €9mmtmieatid  to '  SintsBrSy  xmbf 
through  Fastbj,  or  in  a  Wur  of '9diwiiig«  Ses  Zta^. 
Jx,  ri.  ^  ^,        .       .      , . 

"  "         ,  *  Ifai.  Ivi.  4. 
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to'^^eigh  then  in  the  Balance  of  the  Saa&uaiy. 
Here,  you  find  fuch  Accounts  of  divme  Grace,  and 
iiich  Difiribtttions  of  divine  Favour^  as  break 
through  and  fuperfede  all  the  Rules  of  Equity  and 
Proportion^  maintaine4  among  Men.  This  quite 
overthrows  your  Coaclufione,  dntvm  from  the  Fkr 
Hifs  of  Things*— Overthrows,  did  I  fay  ?  Let  n\e 
corred  myfelf.  Is  it  not  fit,  highly  fit,  that  We 
Ihoukl,  however  unworthy  in  Ourfelves^  magnify 
die  Grace  of  our  G  O  D  ? 

ThiT.  Moft  certainly. 

/O^.  How  can  this  be  done,  but  by  expelling 
gfeat  and  fu^erlatively  precious  Bieflings  from  his 
Hand  f — Alexsmder^  You  know,  had  a  faoiotts^  but 
indigent  Phik)fopher,  in  bis  Court.  Our  Adept  in 
Science,  was  once  particularly  ftraiteaed  in  his  Ci^ 
cumflances.  To  whom  fltould  He  apply,  but  to  his 
Patron,  the  Conqueror  of  the  World  ?  His  Re* 
<|ueft  was  no  fooner  made,  than  granted.  AUx4mJkr 
*0av6  Him  ^  Commiffion,  to  receive  of  his  Trea- 
furer  whatever  He  wanted.  He  inunediately  de^ 
maada,  in  bis  Sovereign's  Name,  ten  tboufand 
Pounds. — ^The  Treafurer,  furprifed  at  fo  large  a 
Demand,  refufes  to  comply :  but  waits  u^n  the 
King,  and  reprefenfs  the  Affair.  Adding  witha], 
how  unreafonable  He  thought  the  Petition,  and 
how  exorbitant  the  ^wm.'^jRixandir  hear^  Him 
with  Patience.  But,  as  foon  as  He  had  ended 
bis  -Remonftrance,  jreplied  ;  **  Let  the  Money  be 
^^  jnftancly  paid.  I  am  delighted  with  tbis  Philo- 
**  fopher's  way  of  thinking.  He  has  dane  me  a 
^'  fingular  Honour.  By  the  LargeneDi  of  his  Re- 
**  queft.  He  fccws  the  high  Idea  He  has  con- 
X  3  **  ceived, . 
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**  cciVcd,  both  of  my  fuperior  Wealth,  and  my 
**  royal  Munificence." 

Thus,  my  dear  Tberon^  let  Us  honour,  what  the 
infpired  Penman  ftyles.  The  marvelous  Loving-kind- 
nefs  of  JEHOVAH.  From  the  King,  whofe 
Name  is  tbe^LORD  of  HoJIs^  let  Ife  cxpca— 
I  fay  not,  what  correfponds  with  our  low  Models 
of  Generofity — J  fay  not,  what  We  fuppofe  pro- 
portioned to  our  fanfied  Deferts — but  what  is  fuit- 
able  to  the  unknown  Magnificence  of  his  Name, 
and  the  unbounded  Benevolence  of  his  Heart.  Let 
Us  txgeSt  fuch  divinely  rich  Bleifings,  as  furpafs 
all  created  Power,  and  all  human  Apprehenfion. 
Then  We  (hall  no  longer  be  afraid,  afluredly  tb 
truft  that  gracious  Declaration,  JESUS  CHRIST 
IS  made  of  GOD  unto  Us  JVifdomj  and  Righteeuf"' 
nefs  J  and  San£iification^  and  Redemption.  JESUS 
CHRIST  bath  given  Himfelf  for  Us,  md  does 
give  Himfelf  to  Us ;  together  with  all  the  Bleffings 
of  his  Purchafe,  from  the  Pardon  of  our  daily  In* 
firmities,  even  to  eternal  Life  in  Glory. 

71>er.  Yes;  upon  Condition,  that  We  fight  the 
good  Fight,  and  finifli  our  Courfe  of  Duty.  Hence- 
fortb^  fays  the  Apoftle  ;  after  this  is  done,  there  is 
laid  up  for  m#,  and  foi:  other  vi£):orious  Soldiers,  for 
other  faithful  Labourers,  a  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs. 

Afp.  But  is  it  vouchfafed,  on  account  of  their  fuc- 
cefsful  Warfare,  or  perfevering  Obedience  ?  If  fo, 
Ifrael  may  vaunt  themfelves^  and  fay  j  Mine  own 
Handy  not  the  R  E  D  E  E  M  E  R's  Intcrpofition, 
•kathfaved  me*. 

Not  to  repeat  what  has  already  been  alledged,  in 
Oppofition  to  this  Opinion.— Not  to  produce  what 

might 
•  Judg,  vii.  8. 
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inight  farther  be  urged,  from  a  Variety  of  fcripturaf  . 
Teftimonies — I  fhall  only  defire  You  to  obferve, 
what  the  Apoftle  Himfelf  adds  in  this  very  Place, 
ner^  is  hud  up  for  me  a  Crown  of  Rigbteoufnefs :  but 
is  this  the  Pay,,  proportionate  or  owing  to  his  owa 
Services?  Is  it  what  He  claims  and  demands,  oa 
the  Foot  of  Duty'performed  ? — The  very  Title  of 
the  Reward  implies  the  contrary.  It  is  a  Crown  of 
Rigbtioufnefsy  becaufe  purchafed  by  the  meritorious 
and  confummate  kjghteoufnefs  of  CHRIST.-^ 
The  Aftion  of  the  Judge  declares  the  contrary ; 
ijbhicb  the  LORD^  tbe  righteous  Judge^  Jhall giv^ 
me  at  that  Day.  It  is.  You  fee,  a  Gift ;  an  AGt 
of  Favour  ^  the  Iffuc  of  unmerited  Bounty ;  what 
neither  Saint,  nor  Martyr,  nor  Apoftle  enjoys, 
but  only  by  way  of  gracious  Donation  *. 

You  have  been    complaining  of   your  Guilt,  ' 
Why  will  You  increafe  and  aggravate  it?  Why 
will  You  add  Robbery  to  ail  your  other  Tranfgref- 
^  iions? 

Ther.  Robbery! 

Jfp.  Yes,  Theron.  By  all  this  Backwardnefs  to 
receive  CHRIST  and  his  Benefits,  You  are 
really  robbing  GOD;  robbing  Him  of  the  bright- 
cft  Jewel  in  his  Crown  ;  the  Honour  .of-^his  free 
Grace — his  rich  Mercy— his  matchlefs,  incomprc-> 
henfible,  heavenly  Bounty. 

X  4     ^  '  Ther. 

•  2  Tim.  iv.  S.  The  Word  atn^ttm,  as  it  ftands  in 
the  prcfent  Conne£tion,  is,  I  think,  very  properly  ex- 
plained by  a  late  pious  ProfeiTor  of  Divinity  at  Gla/gonv : 
Profiietur  Fiduciam/uam de graiuiia Merctde^  quam  DEUS 
gratis  promtfit  omnilus  Fiddihus^  IS  ut  juftiu  Judex^  jufie 
fimul  li  ex  Gratia  rependef^  non  ex  Meriio  uUo  mjiro^  fed 
priora  Ihna  fua  gratuita  pofteriorihus  gratuith  cnmuland^m 
P I  c  s  0  N 1  £^po/,  Jaaijt, 


Tbir.  Ah !  My  J/pafid !  Y6u  A>Vt  tnbyr  m# 
State.  You  c^Siiiot  conceive  my  Guilt  *•  I  was^ 
By  Kature,  a  thilcf  of  "^fath*.  I  ^^c  lieeii*^  tiv 
i^raaice,  a  ^aye  6f  Sin.  Wftat  is  worfe:  I  aift 
ftill  corrupt ;  Have  ffill  a  qarnfal  Hfeartl-^Anil  has 
hot  fuci  a  \H^rctch  forfeited  all  'f'ltJHo  tAefeiviii* 
Favour  ?  l^ay»  docs  not  fucK  i  WtetiiK  ^ctcrvi 
the  Vengeance  of  Vernal  Fire  ? 

Afp.  That  We  all  defcrve  this  lilifciy,  is  eef- 
fain  beyond  l>ifpute.  I  am*  glad^  that  We  ar© 
jfenfible  of  our  horijble  Vileriefs.  Now  We  are  to 
believe,  that  the  LOR  J)  yjBSUS  has  ifatisfied 
JJivine  Jufticej  has  paid  an  immehfely .  glofioiis 
price,  on  purpofe  to  obtain  for  fucli  damnable 
Wretches,  both  the  IVtanifcftation,  and  all  the 
Fruits,  of  the  divine  Qood-Will.  According  to 
the  Import  of  that  charming  Scripture,  When  We 
%ucre  EnemUf  (and  what  i§  there  in  an  Eneniy^  to 
*  '  ^         '  heipeak 

•  J  believe.  No  One  exfarUnced  In  tie  i[i)Jrttiial  life 
'  <^ill  fufpeft,  that  Tberoh  fpeslks  oia  of  Charter -^^on- 
fdence,  when  once  alarmed,  •  is  a  ft6bb6m  ^d  uncere- 
monious Thing.  It  pays,  no  Defcreijce  to  Wealth :  it* 
never  ftands.in  Awe  of  Grandeur:  neither  can  ii  Ge 
foothed  by  the  Reifiriemerits  of  Educsftrin,  .  itdr  p^cifiifd 
by.  the  Attainments  of  Learning.  And  We  gcherally 
find,  that  a  jnoft  unaccountable  Propenfity  tg  Sj^^tWC^-- 
ihine/Sf  llrongly  poffefle^  the  newly- awakened  Sinner. 
tie  is  perpetually  raifing  Objedions,  founded  on  the 
Want  of  perfpn^  Merit;  l[fotwf£hftafidin'g.  allourRe-^ 
jnonftrances,  to  qUiet  his .  Few,  iind  r^pve  his  Jca- 
Joufies.  Jt  16  indeed  a  hard  T$flc,  for  a  Mij^d,  naturaU 
}y  leavened  with  legal  Pride,  to  come  nsfked  and  miY- 
^rable  tp  CHJUST—t^  Wipe,  dive%d  ,9/  evipry 
JElepommciidatxoh,  but  that  Of  extreme.  Vi^etchVdnefs  j 
.Md  receive,  from  the  Hand  of  unmerited  Bcnigniiy, 
ti}^  free  p^iches  of  evangelical  Gr^kce. 


0  f  A  L  O  G  U  E    ±r.       3^9 

B^fp^iak  tzvo^tj  or  defcrvid  Benefits?)  Wewnen^ 
tfindUd to  GO ti  by  the  Giatb  of  bh  SON*. 

You  hxvt  great  Guilt.-^Bnt  is  this  a  Reafon,  vrhf 
You  fhould  be  pfolitWted  the  Bleffings  of  the  Go- 
irenant  ?  Contemplate  the  State  of  that  forlorn  and 
fetched  Outcaft,  Afcribfcd  in  the  fixtecntK  of 
^iikieh  An  Ihfant  in  Us  Btooi  :  this  f^prcfertts  a 
Sinner,  who  has  nothing  to  etfefte  Love,  but  afl 
that  hiay  provoke  Afchorrehce.  Hear  what  the 
HOLY  ONE  of  fpvd  &^,  concerning  fiifcfc 
ifri  bnte.  When  I  faw  Thety  #aftfed,  and  puf ifed^ 
jind  made  meet  for  my  Acceptance?  No  j  btittiWi^ 
I  fiivfr  Tl'hefe  foHtded  iH  thy  Biota  \ ;  loathfome  With 
0fefiWnfifcnt,  dnd  laden  wi^h  iriiquity.  Thcii,  eV^n 
tfieil  i  faid  irnh  Thie^  Live:  iffrtad  fny  Stirt  A^f^ 
tifsi  i  dhi  Tbcfu  betamft  Mhe.  Can  Ybu  think  of 
^hy  ^ti%Tty  whjr  fUch  a  fdfdid  Objeft  fhould  fe 
^tietifiied  ^fA  eslrt^flid,  but  Mercy  ^ne$  mere  Mei"- 
«^v  properly  fd  called  ?  Yet  this  is  the  Marnier  of 
<^OD's  Prdcfefedihgi  i^ot  barely  with  one  People^ 
l^tit  With  SihncfrS  df  eViry  Denomination  j  hot  in 
M^  P^yio^l  bf  Tnhfe  onlifr^  bat  through  all  Ages  aiM 
^1  Gi^heratibfii. 

.  Ybu  are  Jiill  corrupt. — What  then  ?  Pocs  this 
hinder  You  from  being  relieved  by  the  S  A  V I- 
O  U  R's  Rightedufncffs  i  I>Oes  it  not  rather  prove 

^  Vd9  ^d  be  one  p^  tbdi^»  wliom  He  came  to  f^k 

anil 

•Rom.  V.  ib. 
^,Tli"e  Woydi  are  y^hlii^rfy  c'ttff^hatfcal ;  »1W  only 
i|6Hibkd,  bidt  redoubled.  To  denote,  at  di)ee>  lA^ 
ttrdhginefsoi  die  Paft,  i^  tie  CertaiWfy  6f  fhfe  Fa^vtMjT. 
?>^i$^4  J/A^^  A^  V ^i?/,  ^»3r  ;5ic«r  /)^»^  -^/i-^  fti  tlShl^  itfWl 
\^todd,  1  "fiiii litio  ^i  ttiJmhHbffu  "nakfi  in  ikyMdtfl, 
li^e :  Tea,  I  fui'ufiikto  fbu'^etrikk  ibvu  ^nfi  hi  -^  SMM1» 
'\i*ijU    £5&k.  xvi.  6.  •, , 
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and  to  favc  ? — ^You  are  a  Governor  of  the  Count)r-» 
hofpital,  Thtron.  You  have  been  induftrious  in 
promoting,  and  are  afiive  in  fupporting,  that  excel- 
lent Inftitution ;  where  Medicine  with  her  healing 
Stores,  and  Religion  with  her  heavenly  Hopes,  aft 
a$  joint  Handmaids  to  Charity.  What  are  the 
Circumftances,  which  render  any  Perfons  the  pror- 
per  Objedls,  for  an  Admiflion  into  your  Infirmary  ? 

T/fr^r.  Their  Poverty,  and  their  Piftemper.  With- 
out Povertyy  they  would  not  need ;  and  free  from 
DiftempeTj  theywould  not  prize,  the  Benefit  of  our 
modern  Beibefda. 

Afp.  Apply  this  to  the  Cafe  under  Confideration. 
»Y/--r:^T.vC;^\;^-tee.\vhole  World  is  in  a  State  of  fpiritual  Difor- 
"^^  ^^^Attr  CHRIST  is  ftyled,  by  the  infpired  Wri- 
ter, The  LORD  our  Healer*.  The  Gift  of  his 
Righteoufnefs,  the  Balm  of  his  Blood,  and  the  In- 
fluences of  his  S  P I R I T,  are  the  fover^ign  Reflo- 
rative.  And  fure  it  cannot  be  a  fanfiful  Perfuafion  > 
of  our  Health,  but  the  real  Mifery  of  our  Difeafe, 
which  renders  Us  proper  Objefts  of  his  recovering 
"^  '    e.— iJ?  came^  not  to  call  the  Righteous^  hut  Sin^ 

J  f .     To  give  ihem  Repentance^  and  Ncwncfs  o^ 

*  "  •  Life  5 

•  Exod.  XV.  26. 
f  I  came 9  not  to  call  the  Righteous^  but  Sinners  to  Repenr 
iance.  Matt.  ix.  13.  Many  Perfons,  lam  apt  to  fufpeft, 
miftake  the  Meaning  of  this  fwcet  Faflage;  and  turn  the 
freely  flowing  Benefits  of  the  Gofpel,  into  the  rigorous  Re- 
quirements of  the  Law. 

'   They  reckon,  our  LORD's  Calling  to  RepentaQce, 

'  '5*^?  *  School-mafter  calling  the  Youths  to  their  Talk, 

e^^t  2l  Houlholder  calling  ms  Servants  to  their  Work. 

Whereas,  it  is  like  Jojeph^  the  Governor  of  Egypt ^  call- 

ing.his  Brethren,  each  to  receive  a  Suit  of  Apparel,  and 

.  »il  to  partake  of  his  hofpitablc  Banquet. 

4  CHRIST^ 
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Life;  which  He  effcfts,  by  givingHimfelf  to  them, 
as  their  whole  Salvation. 

Tber.  But,  if  any  foolifli  and  refraftory  Patients 
have  abufed  our  Beneficence ;  it  is  aftandfng  unal- 
terable Rule  of  the  Houfe,  never  to  admit  them  a 
a  fecond  Time ;  however  prefling  their  Exigencies, 
or  however  powerful  their  Recommender.  I  have, , 
not  once  only,  but  through  the  whole  Courfe  of 
my  Life,  abufed  the  marvelous  Loving-kindnefs  of 
the  LORD. 

Jfp.  And  is  not  the  LORD  fuperior  foall  his 
Creatures,  in  Afts  of  Pardon^  as  well  as  of  Power? 
Yes  J  as  thofe  Heavens  are  higher,  than  this  pro- 
ftrate  Earth ;  fo  much  more  inlarged  and  extenfive 
is  the  divine  Clemency — than  the  wideft  Sphere  of 
human  Kindnefs,  fliall  I  fay?  Rather  than  the 
boldeft  Flights  of  human  Imagination. 

Since  Adzm  fell  J  no  Mortal^  uninfpir^dy 
Has  ever  yet  conceivdj  or  everjhall^ 
How  kind  is  GOD*. 

Your  Statutes  are  inexorable,  in  cafe  of  one  no- 
torious Irregularity  committed.  But  the  free  Gift 
of  a  REDEEMER'S  Righteoufnefs  is  vouch- 
fafed,  notwithftanding  many  Ojfences,  unto  Jujlifica* 
tion  f.  It  is  the  Glory  of  our  Almighty  RULER, 
and  redounds  to  the  Honour  of  his  crucified  SON, 
to  pafs  over  J  not  a  fingle  Tranfgreflion  only,  but  a 

Multitude 

CHRIST,  as  a  SAVIOUR,  is  thegreateft  of  Be- 
neBi6\ors.  When,  therefore.  He  calls  to  Repentance,  his 
Intention  is,  not  to  demand,  but  to  beftow ;  not  to  en- 
join, but  to  innpart.  HE  is  exalted,  fays  the  Apoftlc,  to 
pvc  Repentance,     Adls  v.  31. 

•  NighuThoughts.  t  Rom.  v.  i6«  jPror. 

six*  u. 


Multrtttdeof  Provocations;  to  be  altogether  a$ui»^ 
equaled  in  Mercy,  as  H  £  is  ab(blutely  fuprieme  m 
Majefty. 

As  it  is  the  groffejt  PYide^  td  entertain  high  IWd^- 
tions  of  our  own  Accompliihmenfis,  or  to  expeS 
eternal  Life  on  die  Score  of  oa^r  own  Obedience; 
io  xt  will  be  the  greMefi  Ajffont  tx>  the  Grandeur  of 
CHRISTt's  Merits>  and  the  Frtenefs  0#  his  Grace, 
if  We  fuppofe  our  Crimes  too  heinous  tK>  be  forgiven, 
cr  our  Perfons  too  vile  ,to  be  accepted. 

Tlur.  I  have  6ktVi  thought  ^  If  I  was  as  holy 
snd  righteous^  as  fosic  Peirlbne,  whom  I  lat4»w  i  if 
I  had  facb  Dominion  over  my  ev>I  Afibftk^s^  and 
braugtit  forth  ftich  Friit»  of  Righteov&^fe,  as  I 
hare  obferved  in  ibme  Ghriftians;  I  could  then 
confidently  believe. 

.  Jfp.  Then  yoa  would  lay  your  own  HoIin^6  and 
Kighteoufnefs,  as  a  Foundation  for  yoi^  Faith ; 
jiot  the  infinitely  tender  Mercies^  and  the  unalter* 
ably  furc  j^romifes  of  the  LORD.  In  this  Cafe, 
You  would  afl:  likc^  the  Mafon,  who  purpafes  to 
dtg  hi!^  Materials  from  a  Cloud  of  Smoke,  not  from 
the  Stoned  of  the  Quarry. 

Bcfides ;  this  Method  would  not  only  mifcarry, 
fcut  contradifl  the  Defign  of  CHR  IS  T's  Coming. 
He  came  to  fave  Sinners^  and  to  jujfi/y  the  Ungodly, 
According  to  your  Notion,  He  muft  come  to  fave 
the  Righteous,  and  to  juftify  the  Godly.  He  muft 
tea  Phyfician,  not  to  the  Difeafed,  but  to  the 
Ifealtby;  and  his  Blood  mtiftcicanfe,  not  the  De- 
filed, but  the  Pure, 

Whatever  my  Friend  may  have  thought,  I  will 
»»tfcriiple  to  affirm;  That,  if  He  was  indeed  a 
righteous  and  godly  Pcrfon,  the  lORDJESUSy 

6  «i    . 
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iis  a  SAVIOUR,  would  h^vc  nothing  to  do 
Wh  Jiim.  Bvtjty  being  a  finful  and  ungodly  Maiy 
I  wiUl  venture  to  add,  what  the  People  ftid  to  bUnS 
JSttrtitnmsi  Be  rf  g9od  Co^arty  iJe  xal^th  T^e. 
CaUertuthe^,  iihat  TJioujmayefthe  juftUiedj  fen5ait- 
*ed,  favcd.  Tbcjit^cq, x^n^i  Mdly  to  H I M,  xtXy 
chearfuUy  cm  fiim,  Jthfit  You  jmycbtain  this^re^ 
Mercy^  and  fharc  .this  ric^  GbrfijCe. 

,  Therm  Pfi.ufed. — ^Thefe  Coynfiderations  fecmcd  to 
operate :  This  Anodynp  to  tajce  effe<9:,r^D.€firous 
fo  iaj»pi;9Sfe  the  favoux^ble  Juncture,  and  inipajt 
more  ftrpng  Confojatian,  uifpafi^  added. 
,  -How  often  did  the  Inhabitants  of  Jeru/klemAif" 
regard  Ae  Warnings,  and  rejecft  the  Courifels  cf 
pur  Blcffei LOR D\  Hpw  juftly  might  HE iavc 
fworn  in  his  Wrath ;  "  They  Ih^II  never  hear  the 
<«  joyful  Sound  of  my  Gofpel  more.  The  BleiEngi^ 
**  which  they  have  fo  wantonly  defpifed,  and  fo 
«  wickedly  ahsifed,  ib^U  befirr^pc^Jy^jthdrawn.'* 
— Inft^d  of  paiffing  fuch^  Sentence,  thU  is  iJte 
Char^^,  wbich,  after  his  Refurrrftion,  He  gives  to 
imilS^i&^iX^tl^pehtqmeandJ^ern^m.tf  Sins  bf 
^preaAedj  in.my  Namefi^jo/lM^ns^  f»JS40  j^N  iN.a 

AT   J-.E'R.U  S  A'L«E^M*,~*<  At  ^KufaUm^  JLORD»! 

/'-Have  not  the  Men  of  that  ui^gr^teful  and  barija- 
*'  rous  City  been  deaf  to  thy  tcnder<?fHmportu(tities  ? 

>*<  Didthcy hot  pesfreute TiijecjUiW^.Cw.defiMa^ioii 
«<  and  Death?  Are  not  their  Weapons  ^ftillrodcing, 
"^  it  were,  w|th  thy^lpod;  and  their  Tongues 
•^^illrflwotij9g  fi^^t  :4rraw)^^  even  bit<er  Wgfds  ?  By 
^'  which 'tbeywojbdd  aittrd^r  nhy  Chad»4iter^  Withey 
"have  already  crucifix  thyPerfon/'— -Yet  -th«fe 

.Wretches  (^dxpuld.g;>ybeij(iore';|ihwqian?  Could 

•  Luke  :&iv.  47. 
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any  be  more  unworthy?)  are  not  only  not  abhofred^ 
but  unto  them  is  the  Meflage  of  Grace,  and  the 
Word  of  Salvation  fcnt.     Nay,  to  (hew  the  ujipa* 
ralleled  Freenefs  of  oui-  REDEEMER'S  Grace, 
Thefe  zttfirjl  upon  the  heavenly  Lift.     The  glad 
Tidings  of  Pardon  and  Life,  which  are  to  be  pub- 
liihcd  through  the  World,  muji  begin  (amazing  Mer* 
cy!)  MUST  BEGIN  at  Jerufalem. 

l%er.  Thus  much  I  may  venture  to  profefs  in  my 
own  Behalf:  That  I  long  for  this  Bleffing — ^I  pray 
for*  this  Bleffing — But  I  cannot  fee  my  Title,  to  this 
comprehenfive  and  ineftimable  Bleffing,  clear. 

Afp.  I  behold  it  perfeftly  clear.  Not  becaufe  You 
long  for  it,  and  pray  for  it.  But  becaufe  CHR  1ST 
and  his  Righteoufuefs  are  granted  *  unto  You,  in 
the  fure  irrevocable  Record  of  the  Gofpel. 

Tber. 

•  By  this  Grant,  W^  have  a  Title  to  CHRISr;  yes, 
fays  Mr.  Bofton,  by  Virtue  of  this  Grant,  "  CHRIS  f 
•*  is  ours,  even  before  We  believe.  Not  that  We  have  a 
•'  favittg  Interefi  in  Him,  or  are  in  a  State  of  Grace :  but 
**  that  We  have  a  common  Interefi  in  Him,  and  the  com- 
«*  mon  Salvation  ;  which  fallen  Angels  have  not.  So 
<<  that  it  is  lawful  and  warranuble  for  Us,  not  for  them, 
**  to  take  Pofleffion  of  CHRIST  and  his  Salvation.**— 
See  Mr.  Boston's  Notes  upon  a  Book,  entitled  The  Mar-  ; 
rofw  of  modem  DMnity. 

^  A  Book,  deiigned  to  guard  equally  againft  antiuomiem 
Licentioufnefs,  and /#|-6/ Bondage*  The  Thoughts  are 
juft  and  flriking;  the  Arguments  folid  and  convincing.^ 
The  Didlion  is  familiar,  yet  perfpicuous^  and  the  Doc-p 
trine  exceedingly  comfortable,  becaufe  truly  evangelical. 
•—The  Notes  are,  I  think,  a  Mafter-piece  of  can£d  and 
Judicious  Crhicifm.  In  whi^h  the  nice  Difcemment  of 
;  the  Logician,  iifts,  diftinguiflies,  and  adjufts  the  rich 
Furniture  of  the  Divine: — Perhaps,  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
-that  this  little  Tr^atifc.  pours  as  much  Light  upon  the 

Gofpd 
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•"  J%er.  Can  you  mention  a  Paflkge,  in  yrhich  thefe' 
precious  Bkffings arc  granted?      t .  :  •  •; 

^.'Eafily  and  readily.  I^  any  Man  thirft^  let 
him  come  unt$  me  and  rfmi^— Some  Days  ago,  a  wor-f 
thy  Clergyman,-  who  lately  came  to  fettle  in  the 
Neighbourhood,  did  Himfelf  the  Honour  of  mak-^ 
ing  one  at  your  Table.  After  Dinner,  You  (he\ve4. 
Him  your 'Library ;  We  took  a  Walk  in  your  Gar- 
den 5  and  made  the  agreeable  Tour  of  the  Fifli- 
ponds.  Then — with  that  amiable. Franknefs  of 
Mien  and  Accent,  which  is  fo  peculiar  to  my  Friend, 
and  ehdcarsall  his  Favours — You  told  Him ;  "  That 
•*  He  was  as  welcome  to  any  Book  in  your  Study, 
**  as  if  the  whole  ColIe<ftion  Was  his  own.  That 
**  if,  on  a  Vifit  from  fome  Acquaintance  of  fupcri- 
«•  or  Rank,  He  fliould  wilh  to  be  accommodated 
**  with  a  more  delicate  Entertainment  than  ufual  ; 
•«  the  Produdlions  of  your  Waters,  and  of  your 
^<  Hot- beds,  were  intirely  at  his  Service.  And  that 
*<  his  Acceptance  of  your  Offers,  without  the  leafl: 
*«  Shynefs  or  Referve,  would  be  the  moft  pleafing 
**  Compliment,  He  could  pay  You  on  the  Occa- 
«  fion.'* 

I  Tier.  Why  do  You  leave  the  facred  Text  ?  Why 
iefift  from  opening  the  Treafures  of  Scripture  j 
only  to  gild  a  Potflxcrd,  and  make  Earth  and 
Afhes  vain  ?  ' 

Jfp.  Not  to  make  Theron  vain,  but  to  make  Him 
afliamed  of  his  Diftruft.  In  the  Manner  of  doing 
this,  I  follow  the  Example  of  my  unerring  M  A  S- 
.T  E  R.     He  deduces  his  Argument  for  Faith  in 

the 

Gofpcl  and  Grace  of  CHRIST;  and,  together  with  the 
I^otcs,  afibrds  as  many  important  Diftin^ipns  in  Divi* 
ftity,  as  any  Book  of  its  Siac  whatever. 


^hich  earthly  Parents  fefd  (owaicis  ^ir  CiiUd^equ 
Up  ^P<»ils  eviw  ta^e  Exp^ritociP  pfM  &fen>  Rpd 
to  ^  Y^awuj^a  of  i^irAlum  JB^Y^lf>  forji  yJA^- 
^on  2^4  Difplay  of  the  AiMm  QuvmSSiW*  ^ 
Ye  tkfrti  bcmgMh  ^P^  iWfit6  givf^i  Gffis  H&^ 
jsur  CtiiUreny  Uw  much  nm:e  JMl  #<?p^r few»^  ¥4^ 

Bjmi:  Wp^^^eturn  to  tbp  Applipaiiop  9f  ftur  7>3^, 
.  Th^is  feid  pijr  Friead.  AvAmWJ^f^^  P.RiQr 
PRIETOR  of  all  <3«Q4.?n^iW^«b  *««- 
ever , unworthy  his  Perfon,  iMr.4»lyu>Kifius  Ju^<^ba^^ 
f^fter,  rA/V/?. — Thirft  .f<>r  fi>i|>Qli>iog,  te  wfce  JKim 
|r,wly  h^ppy-     Saying,  wi$b  lllPip  pf  ol^  Tiflie^ 
«  Wfco  will  fljcw  Us  aay  GoodV-TTrLft  Jiipi  ^^ame 
mtoMEj  thcFountaiHtcrf"  Jiving  Watqr,&;  m^.t^ot 
pnly  tafte,  pr  fip,  but  rfrwi  «hi;s  f  iU-r-Tjhfti^  ;Hc 
lias  hitherto  been  hewing jtohioifelfjJr^tei.CSifteriis, 
and  labourlngior  that,  which  fatisfieth^aot.    Nay ; 
jthough  He  has  frequented  the  potiutid  ^eam,  and 
;not  only  beguiled  Himielf. with' Vanity,  but.^efiled 
-Himfelf  with  Iniquity.     Y^et  let  Hun  turn  to  Me; 
and  He  fliall  neither  meet  with  a  Repulfe,  nor  £nd 
%\s  Wifhes  mocked*     He  ihall   obtain  fubftanxial 
Satisf^Sion ;  even  the  Forgivenefs  of  his  >Sins,  .the 
•true  Righteoufnefs,  and  cverl^ing  Iiife  f  .-rr-Since 
then  the  Invitation  is  fo  abfolutely  free,  what.haye 
You  to  do,  but,  without  Scruple  or  Douhtfalnefs, 
,to  drink  ?  To  receive  the  Promifeas  your  Portion, 
and  to  look  upon  the  Ble(]ings  as  your  own  ? 

That 

•  Matt,  vii,  II* 
t  li^othing  lefs  than  thcfe  BklSngs,  can.he  meantby 
*thc  Drink  which  C  HR I S  Ogives :  as  npthiog  l^s-than 
thefe,  can  fatiate  the  weary.  Sottl. 
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•  '  That  Clf  rgymatt  ha?  not  t*6  le^  S%<5^icion  ol 

k  being  <iHftppbint«d,  in  cafe  He  fliould   ftnd  for  a 

»l  Brace  of  Carpfrdih  your  <5a6aly  eit  a  fiiie  Mieidh 

i  froihyi(M!irGarden';--Wby  ii!teitoG6n(^^        B^ 

taufe  He  H&s  done  Y-oti  afty  figrial  Service  !  No  j 
I  but  becatife  Yori  hii^e  jiaSed  font  Word,  a^  m^dt 

^  t!kt  generous  Ofer.-^And  v^y  Aould  Yo^  harbout 

^  the  leaft   fytmVt  cohccrftiri|  Ae  Divine  Vericity  ? 

i^        Whyfcoul*  Y6d  call  rn  qtreftioir  your  Right  t6 
J  thefe  heaveiily  'tVeafares  ?'  Since  it  is  founded- djr  A 

I  tjfanf,  altogether  ^  /ret,  altogether  as^  cl^ar^'H 

I  yblir'own  indulgent  Conceflion ;  and  infinitely  more 

f  jftrm^  Aan  any  human  Engagement.     Founded  .on 

I  the  Fidelity  of  that  lublime  BEING,  who  «  re*. 

I  "••  ftiemhers  hh  Covenant  and  Promife  to  u  thoufend 

I  **  GeH'er^tidtts.** 

T2vr.  It  is  impolfiWe  to  confute,  yet  difficult  to 
believe,  what  You  urge. 

J^.  What  I  urge,  is  n6t  the  Voice  of  a  ftw  du- 
bious Paffages,  nicely  culled  from  the  Book  o*f 
GOP,  or  forcibly  Wrefted  by  the  Interpretion  of 
Man,  The  whole  Tenour  of  Infpi'ration  runs^ 
with  the  greafeft  Perfpicuity,  arid  the  greateft  Uni- 
formity,  in  this  delightful  Strain. — Let  me,  out  of 
a  Multitude,  produce  another  Exprefs  from  the 
Court  of  Heaven.  Hof  eviry  On€  thxit  tbirJinB^ 
come  Ye  to  the  Waters,  even  He  that  hath  no  MoHef. 
Come  Te,  buy  and  eat :  yea ;  corne,  buy  ft^tneand  Milk, 
I  viithmt  Money  and  without  Price  ^.-^Wim  and  Milk^ 

fignify  the  Jaftification  of  our  Perfons  ;  our  Sanfti- 
iication  thereby ;  and  the  Hope  of  eternal  Glory. 
Thefe  arc  nourifhing  and  refrefliihg  to  the  Soul,  is 
^11  k  the  richeft  of  Foodt,  and  as  Wine  the  beftof 
.Vol.  HI.  Y  CottfaU, 

♦lftd.ly.  !•  -     *- 
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Cordials,  are  to  the  Bod/.— -Thefe,  You  fee,  are  to 
be  received  and  enjoyed,  without  Momyy  and  witboui 
Price,     Without  any  Merit  of  our  own  $  without 
any  Plea  deduced  from  Ourfelves ;  by  poor^    un* 
done,  periihing  Bankrupts. — ^They  are  thus  free  for 
€Viry  Ofu.    No  Exception  is  made.    No  exclufive 
Claufe  added.     It  is  not  faid.  Any  One  that  is  tcwr- 
thy  i  but  Every  One,  that  th$rfieth*^^And  this  is 
mentioned,  not  as  a  Qualification  entitling ;  but  as 
connecting  the  Invitation  with  thofe  C  ircumftances  *, 
which  muft  make  it  more  etiinently  gracious,^  aad 

more 

•  The/i  CircumJfanciS'-^thzt  is,  the  Unhappineis  and 
Mifery  occafioned  by  Sin ;  which,  and  not  any  gracious 
Habits,  ait  fet  forth  under  the  Notion  of  thirfiing.  This 
Thirft  all  Men  are  labouring  to  quench  ;  fome  one  Way, 
fomc  another.  The  Gofpcl  points  out  the  mly  Way  of 
doing  it  eifedaally,  and  invites  Us  to  make  IJfe  of  the 
happy  Expedient. 

Enftry  Otu  that  thirfttth%  "  thirftcth  for  the  Grace  of 
««  GOD,  and  for  the  Bletfmgs  of  the  Gofi>cl,*'  fays  Mr. 
Poole,  Whofe  Annotations^  though  on  Critical  Points  ac- 
curate; on  hiftorical  Subje£ls  perfpicuous ;  are  not 
always,  on  dodrinal  Heads^  io  truly  evangelical,  ag 
might  b^  wiihed.— •<'  Thiii  Thirft,  He  adds,  unplieth  a 
*^  vehement,  and  a£^ive  Deiire  of  Grace.''  Does  not 
fttch  an  Expofition  place  the  greateft  Part  of  Minkind, 
yea  even  of  the  vifible  Church,  quite  beyond  the  Com- 
pafs  of  this  gracious  Invitation  ?-^But  to  our  unfpeak- 
able  Comfort,  the  following  Verie  decides  the  Q^eilion, 
againft  the  celebrated  Commentator,  and  in  Favour  of  the 
miferable  Sinner.  The  thirfty  are  thofe,  "wYio  fpend  their 
Monty  for  that  ivhich  is  not  Breads  and  their  Labour  for  that 
<which  fatisfeth  not.  Which  is  the  Cafe  with  unreafon-* 
able,  foolifh,  wicked  Men.  Thefe  therefore  are  invited. 
Whereas,  Chey  who  thirft  for  Grace ;  whofe  Thirft  i% 
vehement  and  adive ;  they  are  not  fpending  their  Mo- 
ney at  this  unprofitable  Rate.  On  the  contrary ;  they 
^e  labouring  for  that,  which  is  fubHantial  Bread,  and» 
of  all  Things  in  the  World,  mofl  fitisfying* 
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moFe  particularly  interefting. — ^To  leave  no  Room 
fof  any  mifgiving  Apprehenfions,  the  kind  Invita^ 
tion  is  repeated  $  buy  and  eat '^  buyWim  and  Milk* 
The  invaluable  yet  free  Tender,  is  confirmed  again 
and  again  -,  He  that  bath  m  Money  \  "mthout  Money  ; 
wtthout  Price.  And  both  are  preffed  upon  Us  with 
a  very  remarkable  Ardour,  with  the  moft  aflFe£iion- 
ate  y  ehcmcncc ;  Conu  Ye ;  come  Te ;  yea^^  come. 

Had  our  heavenly  BENEFACTOR  permit- 
cd  Us  to  draw  up  this  Inftrument  of  Conveyance, 
and  word  it  accordii%  to  our  own  Wifh ;  what 
Language  could  We  have  contrived,  to  render  either 
the  Grant  n»re  free^  or  our  Claim  more  fecure  ? 

Ther.  Thefe  are  chearing  Truths ;  and  as  cogent, 
as  chearing.  They  amount  to  little  lefs  than  a 
Pemonftration.  Methinks,  I  am  ready  to  profefs, 
in  the  Language  of  Jgrippa ;  Almoji  Thou  perfuad^ 
$Jl  mey  to  truft  and  not  be  afraid. 

Jfp.  If  I  have  almoji  perfuaded,  my  G  O  D  will 
altogether  perfuade.  This  is  the  Work  of  his  blefled 
SPIRIT.  Which  he accompliflies,  by  fuch  gra- 
cious Words,  and  fuch  encouraging  Words,  as  thofe 
We  have  been  quoting. — And  can  You  diftruft  the 
Sincerity  of  the  divine  Overtures  ?  If  the  Over- 
tures are  real,  your  Title  is  unqueftionable.-^Nay  j 
there  is  more  than  an  Overture.  You  have  an  ac-* 
iual  Gift,  from  the  Almighty  MAJESTY.  To 
U>,  iap  the  Prophet,  a  Child  is  born  ♦.  To  C/>— » 
He  repeats  the  precious  Truth;  to  declare  l^is 
exuberant  Joy  f,  and  denote  th6  abfolute  CertaiQ-- 

•    ty 

•  Uai.  ix.  6.  '    * 

f  Firgil'  has  copied  the  Prophet^s  Jtne  Manner.     He 
reprefents  Joy^  uttering  her  Scatimcnts,  in  the  fame 
Y  2     .  fpiritcd 
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ty  *  of  the  Thing — a  Son  is  gluen.    Ev^n  G  O  D**  " 
own  SON,  the  ever-bleffed  JESUSy   tb  be  our 
PROPITIATION,   our  SURETY,    <mt 
complete  REDEEMER. 

Juft  call  a  Look  upon  yonder  neat  Lodge.  Tho* 
iflaced  in  the  Center  of  a  fpa'cious  Field,  it 
ftcnts  to  be  contrguous  with  the  Extremity  of  the 
Vifta,  which  it  terminates.  The  Eye,  traveling: 
over  fuch  a  Length  of  Ground,  has  alm6ft  loft 
the  Windows,  and  thfe  deceiit  Ornamehts  of  the' 
Front.  But  I  (hall  hot'fcon  lofe  the  Ide^of  that 
amiable  Munificence  ;  which,  as  I  -Waj^  rarfiblirtg  one 
pleafant  Morning,  and   accidentally  called  at  thfr  I 

Houfe,  I  learned  frotrt  its  pxefent  O  w«er. — He  was^  ^ 

*  I  ftnd,  one  of  yoiir  Servants.     Had  fpent  fevcraj  ( 

Years  in  your  Family.     When  He  fettled  in  the  \ 

World,  You  bcftowed  upon  him  that  commodious  ! 

Rox,  and  a  pretty  adjacent  Farm ;  to  poffefs,  with-  I 

out  Moleilation  or  Controul,  during  his  Life.—  ^ 

l!)06s  He  not  reckon  the  little  Eftate,  by  virtue  of 
your  Donation,  to  be  his  own  ?  As  much  his.o1vii„ 
for  the  Time  prefer i bed,  as  if  He  had  paid  an  Equi- 
valent in  Money? — Since  the  LORD  hai  given 
Us  his  SON,  and  all  Kis  unutterable  M^rks  ;  trtiy  | 

fiiould  We  not,  with  an  Affurance  of  Faith,  receive 
the  Gift,  and  look  upon  it  as  our  own  ?  Why  fliould 
we  not  confide  iij  a  Gift  from  J  E  HOV  AH  j  and 

teckoBt 

^irit:d  Stralni  with  the  fame  reiterated  Eiulapib* 
iiefs : 


'      <■     ^Hitmilgnque  'vidimus 
Italiam.    ItsXvxsAfifimtts  tcnclamtu  jfchafes\ 
JX0Jlam/afpSociiCImm/aIiitan(.,.,    ..       .. 
•  See  Gem  xli.  32,. 
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r^ck^n  it  firmer,  than  the  firmeft  Deed?  Farmgre 
ilnviolable,  than  any  royal  Patent  ? 

Ther.  My  Servant  never  affronted  my  Authority. 
Jf  He  had  vilified  my  Char$<aer,  or  infulted  my 
Perfon,  fhould  I  then  have  been  inclined  to  make 
the  fame  advantageous  Settlement  ? 

Jfp.  Herein  ^pears  the  infinite  Superiority  of  the 
divine  Bounty.  Q  Q  D  is  rich  in  Mercy,  not  only 
'  to  the  Obedient  and  Grateful,  but  to  the  Unthank- 
ful and  Unworthy,  fa  the  f.ORD  our  GOD^ 
fays  the  Prophet,  belong  M^fxies  and  Forgheneffis'y  in 
Meafure  fiiperabundant^  and  in  Continuance  un- 
vrearied.  And  this,  notwithftanding  We  have  offend- 
ed Him,  by  our  manifold  Failures  in  Di^ty.  Nay, 
have  rebelled  *  agefinjl  fiim^  by  the  moft  flagrant 
Violations  of  his  I^aw. 

In 

•  Dan^  IX.  9.  The  Original  is  W^S.  Than  which  no 
Expreffion,  in  the  Hebrew  Language,  bears  a  more  ob- 
noxious Signification.  |t  denotes  the  moH  audacious  and 
the  moid  fagitious  Impiety.  It  denotes  that  Rebellion^ 
*wbich  is  as  the  Sin  of  Witchcrafi  \  and  that  Stubbornefs^ 
twhich  is  as  the  Iniquity  of  Idolatry,  Yet,  all  virulent  and 
execrable  as  it  i9>  it  does  not  fupprefs  the  Yearnings  of 
divine  Pity,  nor  fuperfede  the  Exercife  of  divine  For- 
givencfs.— :With  a  Word  derived  from  the  fame  Root, 
Sauly  when  exafperated  almofl  to  Madnefs,  upbraids 
Jonathan,  And  we  know  Perfbns  fo  extremely  incenfed* 
never  (peak  in  the  fgiteft  Terms  ;  never  t)uch  the  Sub- 
jeft  with  a  Feather,  but  make  their  Tongue  like  a  fharp 
Sword. 

May  I  venture  to  add  ?  That  our  Tranflators  feem  to 
miftake  the  proper  Application  of  the  afore-mentioned 
FaRkge.  They  reprelent  Sauft  Inve^ve,  flying  as  <wide 
of  the  Mark,  as  it  is  over-charged  with  ^lalice. — Son  of 
the  pertverfe  rehellious  Womasi  i  This  migh,t  be  aflerted, 
without  the  leaft  Impeachment  of  Jonathan's  pexfooal 
ItOyalty.-^oBefides,  is  it  not  exceffively  indecent,  as  well 
y  3  as 
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In  fwcct  Concert  with  his  pro>phetical  Leflbn,' 
fxngs  the  tranfpprted  iPfalmiJi ;  Thou^  hORDy  in 
thy  fiicred  Humanity,  baft  afcendedup  m  High  :  af- 
Qended,  from  the  Icfw  Caverns  of  the  Tomb,  to  the 
higheft  Throne,  in  the  higheft  Heavens.— 7^^«  ba^ 
Ud  Captivity  captive :  haft  aboliflied  Death,  that  uni- 
verfal  Tyrant ;  and  fubdued  thofe  Powers  bf  Dark- 
nefs,  which  had  inflaved  the  whole  World. — L,jkt 
a  glorious  and  triumphant  Conqueror,  Thou  haft 
alfo  received  difis  j  not  merely  for  thy  own  Fruiti- 
on, but  to  confer  on  Others,  by  way  of  honorary 
and  enriching  Largefe, — What  are  thofe  Gifts, 
Tberon  f 

Ther.  The  Gifts  of  the  Gofpel,  I  fuppofe :  Pardon 
of  Sin,  the  Influences  of  the  HOLY  SPIRIT, 
and  the  various  Privileges  of  Chrijlianity.  Which 
conftitute  the  prefent  Happinefs  of  Mankind,  and 
prepare  them  for  future  Blifs. 

Jfp.  You  rightly  judge.*— And  for  whom  were 
thofe  royal,  thofe  heavenly  Donatives  received  i  If 
You  have  an  Inclination  to  beftow,  a  finely-wrought 
Piece  of  Plate,  or  an  exquifitely  finiflied  Pi<9:ure ; 
what  Names  prefent  themfelves  to  your  Thoughts  ? 
What  Perfons  are  the  Objedis  of  yAur  Choice? 
The  approved  Friend,  or  dijiinguijhed  Favourite,  I 
make  no  Queftion.-^But  for  whom  (letme  aik  again, 
fmce  it  is  a  Point  of  the  laft  Importance)  were 
thofe  heavenly  Donatives  defigned  ? 

Ther. 

as  abfolutely  unreafbnable,  to  reflefl  upon  the  Moth«r» 
for  the  Mifdemeanours  of  the  Son  ?  Surelf,  the  Claafe 
ftould  be  rendered,  in  pcrfcft  Confiitence  with  the  Ge- 
nius of  the  Original  ThouSonof  per^er/e  RehelUon\  or, 
more  agreeably  to  the  EngUJh  lQiom»  Tteu  fer^ver/e  reieL 
hous  Wretch!  i  Sam.  xx.  30. 
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I  Tber.  Let  me  rccolleft. — Thou  received^  Gtfis — 

I  not  for  fallen  Angels,  but  for  Men — And  not  for 

thy  Frknds,  but  for  thy  Enemics-^yca,  for  the  Re- 
bellioHS  alfo  ♦.—^Merciful  Heaven  !  What  a  Word  is 
this !  And  docs  it  come  from  the  GO  D  of  Truth  ? 
p— Gifts!  Divine  Gifts!  Gifts  of  unfpeakable  Value, 
and  eternal  Duration  !  And  thefe  to  be  conferred  oif 
Enemies,  on  the  Rebellious !  Wretches,  who  are 
[  deftitute  of  all  gracious  Qualifications  j  who  defcrvc 

not  the  lead  Favour ;  but  have  Reafon  to  expect  the 
Frowns  of  Indignation,  and  the'  S^Tord  of  Ven- 
geance ! 

Jfp,  Thus  it  is  written,  in  thofe  facrcd  Conftitu- 
tions;  which  are  far  more  ftedfaft  and  unalterable^ 
than  the  Law  of  tht, Medes  and  Perjians. — Thus  it  is 
fpoken,  by  the  Mouth  of  that  Almighty  BE  ING  ; 
with  whom  there  is  no  Variablenefs,  nor  the  leaft 
Shadow  of  Turning. — Let  Us  not,  my.dear  Friend, 
by  unreafonable  Unbelief,  fruftrate  all  thefe  Pro- 
mifes,  and  rejeft  our  own  Mercies.  Let  us  not,  by 
an  evil  Heart  of  Unbelief  y  make  G  O  D  a  Lyar  j  and 
make  Ourfelves,  of  all  Creatures,  moft  miferable. 

Formerly,  'tis  true,  We  ufed  to  confidcr  the  di- 
vine Juftice,  as  an  unfurmountable  Bar  to  our  Hap- 
pinefs.  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  the  juft  GOD  and  eter- 
nal Mifery,  appeared  infeparable  Ideas.  But  the 
Gofpel  has  (hewed  Us  an  Expedient,  whereby  it  is 
confiftent  with  the  Glory  of  all  the  divine  Perfefti- 
ons,  to  fave  even  the  worft  of  Men.  It  fhews  Us, 
how  the  LORD  JEHOVAH  may  be  mfexi- 
hfyjujiy  yet  receive  fuch  guilty  Wretches  to  his  Mer- 
ey,  his  Favour,  his  everlafting  Good -will. — O  \  let 
|Js  not  rendct  this  unexpedled,  and  divinely  rich 
Y4  Grace, 

•  Pfiil.  IxvUi,  18. 
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Grace,  of  none  Effeft  with  regard  to  Ourftlve^, 
by  faying  each  in  Jiis  He^rt ;  •<  What  fignifies  ail 
^^  thi$  to  me  i  Unleis  I  can  find  i<>n>e  fvperior 
*«  Excellency  in  myfcif— fomething-,  whereby  th^ 
^^  D£  I T  Y  Ihould  diftinguiih  me,  as  his  Favourite 
"  — for  which  Hefhouldrefpeilme,  ^mor^d^kn^ 
Y  ing  than  other?/' 

Ther.  Thanks,  Afpafioy  many  Thanks  for  your 
Admonition.  It  is  both  kind  and  falutary.  Me- 
thinks,  it  begins  to  chear  my  Spirit,  an^  diflipate 
my  uneafy  Appreheniions.  O !  may  thefe  Ciouds 
on  my  Mind,  follow  thofe  in  the  Firmament ! 
For  a  confiderable  Time,  they  hung  abroad  their 
extenfive  Sableg,  to  damp  the  Ardour,  and  abate  thci  3 

Glare  of  Day-     The  Sun  has  been  colouring  their  ! 

fieecy  Skirts,  and  fpreading  over  the  floating  Screen  i 

a  Variety  of  interchangeable  Hues.     Now  He  be*  I 

gins  to  edge  them  with  Gold,  and  ihine  them  intp '  I 

Silver.     A  fure  Indication,  that  (like  the  glittering^  I 

bi|t  tranfttori  Toys,  which  they  reprefent)  they  will  i 

ibpn  be  fwept  from  the  Horizon,  and  ieen  no  more,  ' 

— The  bright  Orb,  while  we  are  fpeaking,  burfts  1 

the  Veil ;  and,  from  a  voluminous  Pomp  of  parting  \ 

Clouds,  pours  a  Flood  of  Splejidor  over  all  the  Face 
of  Nature.— We  fhall  quickjy  perceive  this  open 
Situation,  too  hot  to  confift  with  Pleafure :  ancj  muft 
be  obliged  to  feek  for  Shelter,  in  thp  Ihady  Apartr 
ments  of  the  Houfe. 

Jfp.  We  muft.  And  will  you  adipitme,  Tbfr^th 
into  thofe  ihady  Apartments  ? 

Tier.  Admit  You,   Afpafiol-^lzm  furprifed  at  ^ 

your  Queftion.     I  thought  You  h^d  ]gaowp  ipp  be|-  ^ 

ter :  ^nd  am  forry,  it  fhould  be  needfifi  to  aflure  i 

6  ,  You,  ' 
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You,  th?it  my  Houfe  is  as  much  yours,  a$  it  is  m'lie, 
i  TJie  more  freely  You  command  it,  the  more  highly 

yfiu  will  gratify  the  Owner. 

4jlf.  May  I  believe  my  Theron  ?  Does  He  fpeafc 
flora  hisHeart  ?  Or  muft  I  conclude,  that  He  plaufi-^ 
bly  profeffes,  what  He  has  no  Intention  to  perform  ? 
—Would  you  be  pleafed.  If  I  fliould  obftinately 
perfift  in  t];iefe  difhonourable  Sufpicions,  notwith* 
ftanding  all  your  friendly  Proteftations  ? 

T(%fr.  IfLy  At^jf  Afptffio^  I  fee  your  D^gn,  I  foe, 
and  am  afhamed.  Afhamed  to  think,  that  I  ihould 
fanfy  myfelf  more  punctual  in  my  Profeflions,  than 
GOD  is  true  to  his  Word.— LOJKZ),  I hilieve^ 
Help  Tbm  mine  Unbelief  I 


DIA- 
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U  R  Friends  had  agreed  upon  a  Vifit 
to  Philenor.  They  rode  through  a  fine, 
open,  fruitful  Country.  Which  was 
covered  with  Crops  of  ripened  Corn ; 
and  occupied  by  feveral  Parties  of  Rus- 
tics, gathering  in  the  copious  Harveft, 

The  Rye^  white  and  hoary  as  it  were  with  Age, 
waved  its  bearded  Billows,  and  gave  a  dry  huiky 
Ruftle  before  the  Breeze. — The  Wheats  laden  with 
Plenty,  and  beautifully  brown,  hung  the  heavy 
Head;  and  invited,  by  its  bending  Pofture,  the 
Reaper's  Hand.  Platts  of  Barltyy  and  Acres  of 
OatSj  ftood  whitening  in  the  Sun.  Upright,  and 
per feftly  even,  as  though  the  Gardener's  Shears  had 
clipped  them  at  the  Top,  they  gratified  the  Spcfta- 
tor's  Eye,  and  gladdened  the  Farmer's  Heart.— 
Beans  partly  clad  in  native  Green,  partly  tranf- 
formed  and  tawny  with  the  parchi/ig  Ray,  were  pre- 
paring the  laft  Employ  for  the  crooked  Weapon.— 
4  Some 
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Some  of  the  Grain  lay  flat,  in  regular  Rows,  on 
the  new-made  Stubble.  Some  was  erefted,  in 
graceful  Shocks,  along  the  briftly  Ridges.  Some, 
conveyed  homewards  on  the  loaded  Waggon,  nod- 
ded over  the  groaning  Axle. 

The  Villages  feemed  to  be  empty,  and  all  their  In- 
habitants poured  into  tfee  Plains.  Here  were  Per- 
fons  of  each  Sex,  and  of  every  Age.— The  lufty 
T^utbSf  ftooping  to  their  Work,  plied  the  Sickle;  or 
fwept,  with  their  Scythes,  the  falling  Ranks. — The 
fprightly  Females  followed,  binding  the  Handfuls  in- 
to Sheaves,  or  piling  the  Swarths  into  hafty  Cocks. 
Difpcrfed  up  and  down  were  the  Children  of  the 
Needy,  gleaning  the  fcattered  Ears,  and  picking 
their  fcanty  Harveft. — Nor  were  the  old  People  ab- 
fent ;  but  crawling  into  the  Sun,  or.  fitting  on  a 
(hady  Eminence,  they  beheld  the  Tojls — ^the  plea- 
fing  Toils,  which  they  once  fuftained. 

This  is  the  moft  joyful  Period  of  the  Country- 
man's Life ;  the  long  expefted  Crown  of  all  his 
Labours.  For  this,  He  broke  the  ftubborn  Glebe, 
and  manured  the  impoverilhed  Soil.  For  this,  He 
bore  the  fultry  Beams  of  Summer,  and  (hrunk  not 
from  the  pinching  Blafts  of  Winter.  For  this,  ffo 
toiled  away  the  Year,  in  a  Round  of  ceafelefs  but 
willing  ASivity.  Knowing,  that  the  Hujbandman 
fttuji  labour^  before  he  partaken  of  the  Fruits  *. — And 
will  not  the  bleffedHope  of  eyerlaftingLife  j  will  not 

the 

•  2  Tim,  \u  6.  Bexa  thinks^  that  in  fettling  the  Con- 
ftradlion  of  this  Verfe,  the  Adverb  w^o*  ihould  be  con- 
nedled  with  the  Participle  xottwrra.  If  fo,  the  Tran- 
flatioi^  exhibited  above^  may  bid  fair  for  Acceptance  ; 

and^ 
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the  bright  ^xpeAation  of  confuram^te  Bliis,  aiii- 
inate  Us  with  an  equally  chearful  S^efolution^  both 
^o  refift  tht  Temptations,  and  difcharge  the  Duties 
ef  our  prefent  State  ? 

Short  feemed  the  Way,  and  quick  paffed  the  Tini^ 
4IS  they  traveled  through  fuch  Scenes  of  rura^l  A- 
bund^ce,  and  rural  Delight.-*-Before  they  wer« 
;aware,  the  Horfcs  flopped  at  Philenor's  Seat.  Whcr? 
tl>ey  found,  to  their  no  fmall  Difappointmeptj  that 
the  Maftcr  was  gone  abroad.  They  alighted  howr 
ever,  and  took  a  Walk  in  the  Gardens* 

The  Gardens,  at  proper  Intervals,  and  in  wcU- 
chofen  Situations,  were  interfperfed  with  various 
Pieces  of  Statuary.  At  the  Turn  of  a  Corner, 
You  are-— not  ihocked  with  a  naked  Gladiator,  or 
9L  beaftly  Priapus — but  unexpeftedly  entertained 
with  the  Image  of  Tulfy.  He  is  juft  rifen  from  his 
Seat,  and  upon  the  Point  of  addreiSng  Himfelf  to 
feme  important  Oration.  A  reverential  Awe  ap- 
pears in hi$ Countenance;  fuch  as  filently  acknow- 
*  ledges,  that  He  is  going  to  plead  before  the  Rulers 
of  the  World.  His  thoughtful  Afpeft,  and  grace- 
fully expanded  Arm,  fpeak  to  the  Eye,  before  the 
Tongue  has  uttered  a  Syllable.  We  look  round 
for  the  venerable  Audience,  and  are  agreeably  fur- 
prifed,  to  find  nothing  but  Hedges  and  Trees. 

You 

.  ^d,  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  Hidorians,  may  have 
the  Honour  of  commenting  on  the  greateft  of  the  Apof- 
|le&;  }^4filUfalfifunS,qmdi*verJiJ^as  Res  e:^peStan^^  Igna- 
^r>,  VphptfUemilS  Pr£miaVirjifitis,^Shi,\j\T,  i,.e,  Thfy 
fare,  beyond  all  Difpute,  moft^egfegioully  miflaken,  who 
hope  to  unite  thofe  incompatible  Things,  the  Pl^iixes 
4)f  Indolence,  and  the"  Rewards  of  InduHry. 
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'  Y6<i  fertter  an  Alley,  lined  on  either  Side  with  a 
vferdint  Fait ;  and  having  no  Variety  of  Gbjefla  t6. 
diverfify  the  intermediate  Spic6,  your  View  is  con- 
ducted to  a  magnificent  Building  at  the  End.  As 
you  Ivalk  along,  contemplating  the  mafterly  Per- 
formance in  Archite6lure,  a  fuddcn  Opening  di- 
verts your  Attention  j  and  prefents  you  Vith  fome 
ftriking  Imitation  of  virtuous  or  heroic  Life.— 
Ndt  the  Macedonian  Madman ;  lior  Stveden^s  royal 
Knight-errant ;  nor  Cafary  infamoufly  renowned, 
forhisflaughtered  Millidnsj  but  the  truly  gallant 
C%af,  A  drawn  Swdrd  in  his  Hand,  and  a  com- 
manding majeftic  Sternncfs  on  his  Brow.  The 
Weapon  is  held  in  the  moft  menacing  Pofture ;  and 
many  a  Speftator  has  been  obfervcd  to  ftart  back,, 
with  Apprehenfions  of  Fear.  It  is  that  glorioufly 
fcvere  Attitude,  in  which  the  grateful  Citizens  of 
tfaroa  beheld  Him,  and  in  which  all  Pofterity  will 
admire  Him;  when  Hi  turned  upon  his  own  viflo- 
rioufe,  but  ungoverhable  Troops,  and  threatened  t^ 
drench  the  Dagger  in  their  Hearts,  if  they  did  not 
immediately  defift  •  from  Rapine  *  and  Slaughter  ^ 
immediately  allow  Quarter  to  their  vaiiquiOicd  Foes, 
If  here  the  Marble  tbreateils,  and  the  Hera 
ftowriS)  in  yonder  AlcoV6  the  Pencil  has  difplayed 
a  fofteJT  Scene.  There,  in  a  lortely  Recefs^  and  un- 
der 


*  •*  As  foon  as  the  Soldiers  were  Mailers  of  the  To'wn,. 
**  {Narn)a)  they  fell  to  Plunder,  and  gave  themfelves. 
f^  op  to  the  moft  eobnb^us  barbarities.  The  Czar  ran 
'<  from  Place  to  Place,  to  put  a  (lop  to  the  Diforder  and 
f'  Mailacre.  He  was  even  obliged  to  kill  with  his  owii 
*'  Hand  feveral  Mufcokutes^  Who  did  not  hearken  to  his 

VoL.TAiRa'5 /f^/?.  C&tfrA  Xir. 
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dcr  the  melancholy  Shades  of  Cyprefs,  the  brave 
JbrcJates  claims  our  Pity,     Fallen  is  the  generous 
Warrior,  and  proftrate  on  the  Ground.     See  his 
manly  Features,  ferene  and  intrepid  ftill,  though  a 
dying  Palenefs  has  clouded  all.     Clofed  are   thofe 
fprightly  Eye^  which  ufed  to  glow  with  Courage 
and  martial  Ardour.     Clofed,  alafs  !  never  to  be 
opened  more ;  no,   not  to  behold  his  amiable  Pah-^ 
thea. — The  amiable  Pantheoy  kneeling  on  the  Earth, 
and  bending  over  the  Corpfe,  has  raifed  the  lifelefs 
Head.     Her  own  droops  like  a  Lily  furcharged  with 
Rain ;  yet  fhe  has  placed  the  lovely  Burthen  on 
her  Arm,  and  bathed  it  with   her  Tears.     See  I 
with  what  Tendernefs  fhe  fupports  it,^  and  witir 
what  Fpndnefs  cheriflies  it.     While  Cyrus^  to  ex- 
prefs  a  diftinguiflied  Regard  for  the  dcceafed  Prince, 
cJafps  his  cold  Hand.     Diftreffing  Miftake!   He 
ftarts.  He  is  amazed,  to  behold  that  able  and  trufty 
Arm,   fuddenly  falling  from  the  Shoulder-Blade^! 
The  Tear  fwells  into  his  Eyes,  and  fpeaks  the  Sor- 
row of  his  royal  Heart.     But  what  can  (peak  the 
Anguifli,  which  moans  in  thy  Countenance,  and 
rends  thy  Heart,  thou  affliacd  Panthea/^-^ljiut 
thou  hadft  known  the  Truths,  and  tafted  the  Com*- 
forts  of  Cbrifiianity  !  Then  might  thy  Refignation 
to  Providence  have  been  as  exemplary,  as  thy  Fide- 
lity to  thy  Lord.     For  want  of  this  moft  confola-    ' 
tory  Knowledge,  what  frantic  and  fatal  Purpofes 
are  forming  in  thy  Breaft !  We  are  fhocked  at  the 
Apprehenfion  of  fo  horrid  a  Deed.     We  turn  away 
from  the  Sight,  and  would  lofe  the  very  Thought, 
in  fome  more  pleafing  Speftaclie. 

Behold  a  Spectacle,  more  pleaiing,  and  very  dif- 
ferent.   Under  a  circular  Dome,  fupported  byPilr 

lars 
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lars  of  the  Doric  Order,  and  in  a  Spot  where  feverai 
Walks  center,  ftands— not  the  Fenus  a  MedicU\  , 
corrupting,  while  it  captivates,  the  World — but  a 
Spartan  Mother.  Her  Habit  decent  and  graceful ; 
fomewhat  like  the  Juno  Matrona  of  the  Romans^  as 
She  is  finely  depidured  in  Mr.  Spends  Polymetir. 
Her  Air  ftately  and  refolved ;  expreffive  of  Dignity, 
yet  mingled  with  Softnefs.  She  holds  a  Shield :  i^ 
in  the  K&.  of  delivering  it  to  her  Son  j  a  Youth, 
fetting  out  for  the  Army,  and  going  to  hazard  his 
Life,  in  the  Defence  of  his  Country,  She  is  fup- 
pofed  to  add  that  fpirited  and  magnanimous  Exhor- 
tation) which  is  engraven  on  the  Protuberance  of  the 
Buckler— tnrftv,  ij  mirxq— Bring  it  back^  my  Sony  as 
thy  Trophy \  or^  he  brought  back  upon  ity  as  thy  Bier. 

I  am  particularly  pleafed,  faid  Thiron^  with  the 
Contrivance  of  this  laft  Ornament.  It  is  regulated 
by  one  of  the  moft refined iRules  of  Art;  not  to 
laviih  away  all  the  Beauty  at  a  fingle  View,  but  to 
make  a  fkilful  Referve  for  fome  future  Occafion.— 
The  Dome  and  the  Columns  afford  Pleafure,  when 
beheld  at  a  confiderable  Diftance.  The  fine  ani- 
mated Figure  in  the  midft  difplays  its  Graces,  on  a 
nearer  Approach.  By  which  means,  rfie  Attention 
is  kept  awake,  and  the  Entertainment  continues 
new. 

But  what  I  principally  admire,  i$Vthe  Spirit  or 
Style  of  the.  Decorations  in  general.  •  They  put  me 
in  mind  of  a  very  juft  Remark,  which  Mr.  Pope  has 
fomewhere  made.  It  is,  if  I  remember  right,  to 
ifhis  Effedl.-^**  A  Man  not  only  ihews  his  Tafte, 
^*  but  his  Virtue,  in  the  Choice  of  his  Ornaments. 
^'  Aproper  Piece  of  Hiftory,  reprefented  in  Painting 
^'^-;  "ona  rich'Maji^s  Walls,  {cr  exliibiud  in  Imagery 
^  ^A  ^1-',/    t  ";^.  •   ;  ^.:  -       ^^  amidJI 


^■■^■ 


%■■- 


yT'^,         '-;:,  •<<•     .^ 
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•*  amiii/l  bh  Gardens)  k  very  often  a  bbtter  Ldfoti^ 
*«  than  any  He  could  teach  by  his  Conveffation. 
<«  In  this  Senfe,  the  Stones  may  be  faid  to  fpeak, 
•«  when  Men  cannot,  or  will  hot/'— ^AU  but  the 
comparative  or  fatyrical  Part  of  th^  Obfefvation,  I 
would  apjdy  to  the  Profpeft  before. Us,  an<fit9  Wor^ 
Ay  Owndr. 

/^p,  P^/Zniffr's  Gardens  are,  I  think,  morechafte 
afid  ddicate  in  their  Ornameats,  than  a  certtin  r^-« 
hgiate  Church.  In  the  latter  Plac^^  We  liiight  rea- 
fonably  expe<a  the  ftrifteft  Adherence  ft>  Purity,  if 
We  {hould  not  meet  with  the  Symbols  of  ?iSty, 
and  Incitements  to  Religion. — ^Whftt  ilhttt  v^dtid  be 
the  Rcfle<aions  of  a  judicious  Obfervcr,  if,  ih  fi«* 
a  folemn  and  venerable  Edifice,  He  fhoiiM  fee  a 
huge  brawny  Fellow  ftuck  up  againft  the  Wall; 
with  his  Pofteriors  half  bare ;  his  whole  Body  mote 
than  half  naked  ;  and  in  an  Attitude  none  of  tht 
moft  decent*. — ^Excufe  me.  Therein.  I  confefs  my- 

fclf 
•  Referring  to  the  Monument,  lately  ereacd  for 
Major  General  Fleminq,  in  Weftminfier^Ah- 
hey.  Where,  under  the  General's  Buft,  are  placed  Her- 
cules and  Pallas^  Hercules^  with  his  Club  and  Lion's 
Skin,  in  the  Manner  related  above.  Pallas,  with  a  IWffir- 
'  ipr  and  a  Serpent  at  her  Side.— The  Reader  may  fee  a 
Pidlure  and  an  Explanation  of  this  Monument,  in  the 
Gentleman* s  Magasdne  for  Atiguft  .1754. 

As  this  Church  has  been  the  Bunal-place  of  the  mod 
illuftrious  Perfonages,  for  many  Centuries  ;  as  it  is  the 
Place,  where  all  our  Kings  receive  their  Crowns,  and 
many  of  them  depofit  their  Alhes ;  as  it  Is  Angularly  emi- 
nent for  its  Antiquities  and  Monuments ;  there  is  a  large 
Refort  both  of  Natives  arid  Foreigners,  to  view  its 
grand  and  awful  Curiofuies.  Whatever,  therefore,  1% 
ereded  in  a  Place  fo  circumflanced  and  {6  diftinguifbed, 
Ihould  not  only  difplay  an  Air  of  EkgAttce  in  the  Execu- 
tion, but  include  a  Beauty  ofHiUneJs  ui  the  DcJigb:    Be- 

caafe^ 
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fqlf  a(bam64,  eyea  tQ  recite  the  De&riptioH.  How ' 
then  can  the  Spedacle  itielf  become  the  Hoafe  of  - 
Divine  Worfhip'' 

Tier.  But  perhaps  this  fame  brawny  Fellow  ma/ 
repreferit  a  Heathen  Demigod ;  one  of  the  iihls 
worfhiped  by  Antiquity  5  the  tutelary  Deity  of 
Valour. 

Jfp.  And  will  this  juftify  the  Pfaftice  ?  Does  not 
this  add  Profanenefs  to  Immodefty  ?  Are  We  Chrif-^ 
iians  to  thaftk  Hercules  for  the  Valour  of  our  War- 
riors, and  make  our  Acknowledgments  to  Pallas  for 
the  Conduftof  our  Generals  ?  Shall  We  Chrtfiians 
behold  with  Admiration,  or  recognize  as  Our  Bene- 
factors, what  the  Apoftle  has  ftigmatized  under  the 
Gharafter  of  Devils  ♦  ? 

'  If  H  E,  who  overthrew  the  Tables  of  the  Moncy-^ 
changers,  had  taken  a  Walk  in  thefe  famous  Cloy- 
fters,  I  am  apt  to  fufped.  He  would  have  paid  no 
very  agreeable  Compliment  to  this  fine  Piece  of 
Statuary.  Take  thefe  Thingi  hence^  would  probably 
have  been  his  Command ;  and,  make  not  the  Pre- 
an£ls  of  your  Temple  a  Chamber  of  Pagan  Imagery^ 
his  Rebujcef. — ^N either  is  it  at  all  unlikely,  that 
the  Image    itfelf,    notwithftanding  its  inimitable 

Vol.  hi.  Z  Work^ 

ca^fe>  QotlungCaA  lay  dum  to  the  to  lea^oy,  whiich  is  not 
poiTefied  of  the  to  «^««ov.  Nor  can.  any  Perfor^QanceSf, 
thus  fituated,  be  pronounced  truly  graceful,  but  fuck 
only  as  correfpond  with  the  Character,  and  fubferve  the! 
Deiign  of  the  facred  Edifice. 

It  was  thought,  by  a  vtvf  able  Critic  and  a  verf  candidi 
Writer,  that  mere  Imfropriety  of  Tafle,  in  orn apaen  ting 
one  of  the  Monuments,  called  for  his  Cenfure.  Surely 
then  a  Violation  of  Decency^  and  an  Approach  to  Pagan- 
ifitiy  call  more  loudly  for  public  Animadverfion,  anil 
proper  Reformation*.  See  ^e^  Vol.  I.  N<»  26.  '^ 
•'  i  Co/.  X.  2©.  *  f  John  iL  16^ 
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Workmanfliip)  might  have  Ihared  the  Fate  of  its 

Kinfinan  Dagon. 

ffHnn  the  captive  Ark 
Mtnnld  bis  kruti  Image ^  Head  and  Hands  Upp*d  off 
In  hit  cum  Temple^  on  tie  Greundfell  Edge 
When  Hefdlfiat^  andJhanCdbis  Werffinpers  *. 

Ther.  Buthowihouldthe  Artiftexprefe  the  great 
Atchievements  and  the  fhining  Qualities  of  his 
Hero,  if  You^  will  not  allow  Him  to  make  uie  of 
t)\t£t  Jigmficant  Emblems  ? 

Afp.  I  queftion,  whether  they  are  fo  very  fignifi* 
cant.    The  Mirror  feems  to  charaderize  a    Fop, 
rather  than  a  Soldier.    It  leads  Us  to  think  of  a ibft 
NarciJpiSy  admiring  Himfelf;  rather  than  a  fagacious 
General,  planning  the  Operations  of  the  Cam* 
paign.-«-'Befides;  is  facred  Literature  fo  deftitute  of. 
proper  Emblems,  that  We  muft  borrow  the  Deco-^ 
rations  of  our  Churches,  and  the  Trophies  of  our 
Conquerors,  from  the  Dreams  of  Superftition  or  the 
Delufions  of  Idolatry  ?  How  juft  and  expreffiveare 
thoie  emblematical  Reprefentations,  exhibited  in 
EzekieVs  Vifion !  Where  Afiivity  and  Speed  are  . 
fignificd,  by  Hands  in  Conjunction  with  Wings  5  and 
the  deep,  the  complicated,  yet  ever  harmonious 
Schemes  of  Providence,  by  a  Wheel  in  the  Middle  of 
a  Wheel  f. — With  what  Propriety  and  Force  are  the 
nobleft  Endowments  pictured,  in  the  Revelations  of 
St.  yohrtj  and  their  grand  Machinery!    Superior 
Wifdom  and  Benevolence  of  Heart,  are  defcribed 
by  the  Face  of  a  Man  \  Strength  of  Mind  and  In- 
tt^pidityof  Spirit,  by  theVifage  of  a  Lion;  Calm* 
nefs  of  Temper  and  indefatigable  Application,  by 

*  Milton,  B,  I.  45^.  f  ^z^k.  i.  8*  16. 
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f^        t&e  Features  of   an  Ox\  a  penetrating  Dircern* 

ment,  and  an  expeditious  Habit  of  a£ting»  by  the 

Form  of  a  flying  Eagle  *. 
i\l  Thefc  Hieroglyphics  ai'e  graceful,  ai-e  pertinent, 

and  fuch  a$  every  Spedator  Will  underftand.  Whefe* 
y  «s,  the  Devices  of  our  new  tnotiuitiental  Encomiutn 
,  are,  to  the  Unlearned,  hardly  intelligible  5  to  the 

'  ;         Serious,   little  better  than  profane ;  and  to  every 
J*"         Beholder,  indelicate  if  not  immodeft.-^— Pi&//^««ri 

I   imagine,  would  blufh  to  admit  them  iiito  his 
,  Wdks  or  Avenues.     And  I  a^  forry  to  find  theo^. 

'^'J         reqeived  into  the  moft  antieht  t>  moft  renowned, 
;  and  moft  frequented  Church  in  thie  Kingdom. 

f  Talking  in  this  Manner,  they  ftroll  into  a  fpaci- 

'  ous  Lawn  j  terminated  by  a  very  remarkable  Grove  3 

i  formed  on  that  uncommon  Plan,  propofed  by  Mr» 

}  Addifony  in  one  of  his  Speifators. — ^It  confifts  wholly 

[i  of  Evergreens*    Firs^  clad  in  vegetable  Silver,  point 

t  their  refinous  Leaves,  and  (hoot  aloft  their  tower- 

s  ing  Cdnes.    Laurels  arrayed  in  glofly  Green,  fpread  * 

their  ample  Foliage,  and  throw  abroad  their  ram* 

I  bling  Boughs.'-^Bay-irees  are  expanded  into  a  Fai^ 

i  which  no  Weather  can  tarnifh  $   or  rounded  into  a 

t  Column,  which  knows  not  hoW  to  moulder.    While 

the  Lauruflinus  runs  out  into  a  beautiful  In'egulari- 

ty  of  Shape ;  and  compa^  h^r  reSdening  Qems^ 

Z2  ia 

•  Rev.  iv.  7. 

:    f  Some  Antiquarians  trace  back  the  Origin  of  thit 

Church,  even  to  the'  Reign  of  Lucius.    Which  is  more 

than  the  Space  of  i  $00  Years.     Others  fappofe,  that 

Seberty  King  of  the  Eaft'Saxons,  about  the  Yeat  of  out 

LORD  605,   built  the  firft  religious  Structure  on  this 

Spot.    All  agree,  that  it  was  re-edified  and  enlarged  by 

Edwar J  tht  Con/efior;  and  that  the  prefeht  ftately  and 

magnifitp^ttt  Fabric,  was  foiinded  byHemy  III. 
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ijtordtr  to  -ynfold  hcr  whitening  Bloom. — In-  one- 
Flaf  &  He&  a  Dajo^  gently  finking,  and  coated  with 
the  Chamomiles  natural  Ynkzt  \  which  never  phanges 
its  Coloury  never-  lofes  its   Glofs*    Near  it,    and' 
fjc;oope^^'  You  would  imagine,  from  the  fame  Hol- 
Ipw,  rifes  a  Mount,  foftly  fwelling,  and  (bagged  v^ith 
FurT^'y  gay  in  their  own  perennial  Green,  and' 
generally  decked    with   golden   Bloffoms. — Here, 
You  are  led  through  2  Terpentine  Walk,  and  Hedges 
^i  Box't  and  find>  perhaps,  a  folitary  Pyramid  or  a 
<;apa<:ious  Urn,    each  compofed  of  unfading  Tew., 
T'hcre  You  look  through,  a  ftrait  Alley,  fenced,  on 
either  Side,  and  arched,  pvcr  Head,  with  mantling 
Philirea-y  at  the  Extremity,,  appears  an  Obeliflclheath- 
od  in  /c[y,  and  ornamented  with  its  fable  Clutters^ 
as  with  Wreaths  of  living  Sculpture.* — Scatt^wA 
up   ai|d   down,   are  feveral  Sorts  of  Holty^  v  fpmc 
ftriped.  with  White ;   fome  fpotted  with.  Y«llovjr  j 
fbme preparing  to  hrightjen  and  beautify  the  $C€ne» 
with  Berries  of  glowing  Scarlet. 

The  greateft  Part  of  the  Plantation.is,.  noli-  rang- 
ed in  order,  but  thrown  into  little  Groups,  or  rude 
Cium^«  Which  form  an  agreeable  Variety,  re- 
ftiliing  from  Art,  yet  refemhling  Cbnfufion- — ^The 
whole  afoends.  Tree  above  Tree,  in  a  regular  ^/q>^  ; 
from  tjie.  diminutive  Mezereon,  to  the  loftly  Cy- 
prefe/^r  the  kftienPinc*  By  this  Bifpofition,  th« 
Stems  and  Trunks  being  concealed,  nothing  is  dif- 
played  to  your  Sight,  but  the  leafy  Tops.  The 
fbyeral  Shadings  of  wHofe  Attire,  greatly  diverfified 
and  judlcioufly  intermixed,  compofe/a  maj^nificent 
ifio?/- of  Verdure  J  To  thi^j  the  free^  andenlarged 
Opening'of  the  Lawn,  afFordt  a  full, View,  and 
jives  the  mpft  advantageous  Afpe^;    Than; which-, 

'  eQ^ccially 
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efpecially  In  the  Wihter-'iSeafoh,  nothing  can  be 
more  grand,  more  enlivened,  or  more  pleafiiig.    ; 

J/p.  There  muft  be  fomething  ^onderfuHy  agr^- 
able  in  a  Plantation,  which  appears  lively  and  fruit- 
ful, when  all  its  Keighboors"  df  ^he  wobd-larfd 
Race,  are  barren,  bleak,  or  dead.  But^  ho\V  riiiiA 
•more  chearing  and  delightful  muft  it  be ;'  when  dc^- 
treptihge^  or  bodily  Infir'mities,  ha^e  laid  wifte 
the  Gratifications  of  oaryouthWl  Prime ;  to  fir^a 
folid  undecaying  Pleafare;  in  the  tavbur  of  GOS, 
and  the  Hope  of  Glory !— Now  indeed  the  featlieti^d 
Tribes  refort  to  the  more  flowing  UmbVage  of  tljc 
Poplar  and  the  Aih.  But  araidft  December's  Cold, 
You  fliall  obferve  them  forfaking  the  lea^e/s  V^Qods, 
and  flocking  to  this  Friendly  JEleeeptacle ;  hopping 
acrofs  the  funny  Walks,  or  Iheltering  themfelves, 
in  the  wet  and  ftormy  Day, .  under  theTe  truj^y 
Boughs.  So,  the  many  thoughtlefs  Creatures,  who 
turn  their  Back  upon  Religion,  amidft'the  fpft  ,and 
foothing  Carefles  of  Profp^rity ;  \vill  wiht,  ejc- 
.tremely  want,  its  fever eign  Supports^  under  the 
ftarp  and  diftrefling  Aflaiilts  of  Adverfity,  Sicknefs, 
and  Death/  . 

This  ColleAion,  .it  is  &ue,  may  riot  eqiial  the 
Groves  of  Annual  Verdure,  in  Floridity  of  Drefs ; 
but  it  far  exceeds  them,  ijfi  the  Duration  of  its  Or.- 
naments.  Erelong,  yonder  (hewy  Branches  will 
be  ftript  of  their  Holiday  Clothes  :  whereas,  thefe 
will  retain  their  rural  Honours.  Thefe'will  be.adornr 
ed  with  Flowers,  and  enriched  with  BerHcs  ;  vVhen 
thofe  are  nothing  but  Rags,  Nakednefs,  dnd  Defor- 
mity.— Rags,  Nakednefs,  and  Deformity !  Such 
will  be  every  Shelter,  and  eV^efy  R^fuga  fot  our 
poor,  imperfect,  fmful  Souls  j  excepting  only  the 
Z  3  "^^  Righte- 
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Righteoufncfs of  our  £OXi?  JESUS  CHRI&T. 
Every  Thing  clfc,  will  fade  as  a  Ltaf^^  iK^ich  the 
.  Summer  nurfcs,  but  the  Winter  is  furc  to  deftroy. 
This,  my  Theron^  anj({  this  alone  is  an  Evergrsen  : 
always  free  for  our  Acceptance,  and  always  effec- 
tual to  favc. 

Ther.  An  Evergreen  it  is ;  or  rather^  the  choiceft 
Fruit  in  the  Garden  of  Paradife,  But  it  feems  to 
be  quite  beyond  my  Reach.  JES  US  CHRIS  T 
)ias  finifhcd  every  Requifite,  without  any  Excep- 
tion, which  may  procure  Acceptance  for  the  guil- 
ty Perfon,  and  afford  Relief  to  the  guilty  Con- 
fcience— ^ 

Jfp.  Of  the  moft  profane  Wretch,  that  Uve$. 
—Add  this  to  your  Belief,  or  elfe  You  curtail 
the  Grace  of  G  O  D,  afid  diminifh  the  Merit  of 
CHRIST, 

Ther.  This  is  what  I  was  going  to  add  ;  I  believe 
alfo,  that  if  I  was  interefted  in  this  divine  S  A  VI- 
GOUR, finful  as  I  am,  my  Conference  would  have 
Peace,  and  my  Soul  £hou!d  live.     But  alafs  ! — 

J/p.  Your  Manner  of  fpeaking  brings  to  my 
'Mind,  what  I  have  fomewhere  read,  concerning 
an  Infant  born  with  a  Snake  about  its  Neck.  A 
ftrange  Kind  of  Necklace,  You  will  Jay,  for  a 
human  Creature  to' come  into  the  World  with.  Per* 
haps.  You  will  fufpc6l,  or  even  more  than  fufpeft ; 
That  Fancy  muft  be  the  Mother,  and  the  Midwife 
alfo,  of  this  vcryfingular  Births  Yet  have  a  Care^ 
You  don't  realize  the  Story.  You  have  made  an 
excellent  Acknowledgment;  which  is  like  a  fair  and 
proihifing  Infant.  Thefe  huts  and  //>,  thefe  Doubts 
and  Surmifes,  are  a  poifonous  Snake^    Tear  away 

the 

•irai.WY.6, 
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j[  the  inifdricvous  Incumbrance.    Never  fuffer  it  to 

ii  twift  jtfclf  round  the  Neck  of  your  good  Confcf- 

b  iion.    You  believe,  that  CHR  1ST  has  thoroughly 

M  finifhed  the  great  Work.    Believe  alfo,  that  there* 

i  is  no  clogging  or  intervening  Condition ;  no  recom- 

mendatory Duty  to  be  performed,   in  order  to  your 
^  full   Participation  of   CHRIST^  of  his  Peace- 

it  ipeaking  Blood,  and  his  Life-giving  Righteoufnefi. 

J  Onfy  believe^  and  they  are  aftually  your  own* 

I  Ther*  This  is  one  of  thofe  Sayings,  which  have: 

j  often  puzzled  my  Mind.     I  cannot  conceive,  how 

I  fuch  grand  Bleffings,   and  fuch  a  complete  Feli-.. 

city,  ihould  be  made  ours,  only  by  Believing. 
;  Jpf»  This,  or  fomething  very  much  like  it,  puz- 

i  zled  and  oiFended  Naaman  the  Syrian.     "  Wafli ! 

I  *'<Onlywa(h!  \n  Jordan!  The  common  Water  of 

*^  the  commoneft  River !  Can  this  be  attended  with 
^^  fuch  extraordinary  Confequences  ?  Can  this  cure 
**  a  Man  of  his  inveterate  Leprofy  ?"-^Thus  We 
are  apt  to  argue:  Only  believe  the  Report  of  the 
Gofpel !  Only  believe,  that  GOD  freely  gives  Us 
his  incarnate  SON,  and  all  fpiritual  Bleffings  witU 
Qim !  Is  it  poffible^  that  this  fimple  Expedient, 
fhould  be  productive  of  fuch  noble  EfFefts  ? — Sure-* 
ly,  if  We  would  obtain  Rjsmiffion  of  Sin^,  Deli- 
verance from  Death,  Righteoufoefs  and  everlafting 
Life,  We  muft  do  form  great  Things 

Faith,  in  this  Refpcft,  is'  like  its  divine  Objeft. 
It  "  has  no  Form  nor  ComeJincfs ;"  nothing  pom- 
pous or  fhewy.  It  feems  a  little  Thing.  It, really 
is  a  little  Thing.  But  it  pleafes  the  moft  high 
GOD,  to  compafs his  magnificent  Ends,  by  little 
and  ordinary  Means.  CHRIST  dwelletb  in  our 
UfaHh  faith  the  Apoftlc.  How  ?  Py  piou3.Work$;- 
Z^  and 
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vid  laborious  Pte-reciuifites  ?  No ;  but  mereljr  ij^ 
Faiik^re  received  the  S  PIR  IT.  How  ?  By  the 
Work«  of  the  Law  ?  By  your  own  Labour  aad 
Travail  ?  No ;  only  by  the  Hearing  $f  Faith, 

Befides ;  can  You  conceive  any  other  rational 
Way,  whereby  We  may  apprehend  an  imfeeir 
CHRIST^  and  tsdce  Pofleffion  of  a  promiferf  Sal- 
vation»  but  only  by  afiuring  Ourfelves,  that  thejr 
are  givcui  to  Us ;  and,  in  Confequcncc  of  this  Gift» 
regarding  them  as  our  own  Property  ? 

ner.  At  other  Times  (fo  ftrangc  is  my  Incon- 
fiftency ! )  I  entertain  fuch  an  Idea  of  the  Greatnefs 
of  Faith,  that  I  fay  within  myfelf,  «*  I  cannot  be- 
<<  lieve."  My  Mind  is,  as  You  formerly  hinted, 
like  the  ^thered  Arm.      .  * 

J/p.  This  Difficulty  on  your  Mind,  becaufe  of 
the  Greatnefs  of  Faith,  is  wholly  founded  on  Mif- 
take.  The  Gofpel  informs  You,  that  whatever  is 
neceflary  for  your  Salvation,  is  already  done  ^nd 
obtained  by  CHRIST.  That  whatever  is  done 
and  obtained  by  CHRIS  T^  is  freely  given  Vou  by 
the  G  O  D  of  all  Grace.  Confcquently,  that  You 
are  called  only  to  receive  a  Gift,  not  to  perform  a 
Work. 

You,  on  the  contrary,  fuppofe ;  That  Something 
more  is  to  be  done.  Something  to  be  acquired  or 
^  executed  by  Yourfelf ;  before  You  may  venture  to 
call  the  Riches  of  CHRIST  yonv  own.  This 
creates  the  infuperable  Difficulty*  This  rend6r$ 
your  Mind  like  the  withered  Arm.— Whereas,  when 
thefe  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  are  made  manifeft  to' 
your  Confcience ;  when  You  are  enabled  to  fee, 
that  what  CHRIST  h^s  wrought,  is  abfolutely 
fafficient  to  procure  all  fjrfritual  Bleffings^  that 
■    '  -  what 
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what  G  O  D  has  faid,  is  equally  fufficient  to  war- 
rant an  Application  of  all  to  Yourfelf  5  then  HE, 
who  bids  You  toetch  out,  ftrengthens  the  withered 
Hand.  ,     ;. 

And  will  He4T[pt  ftrengthen  ?  Can  You  doubt 
the  Sincerity  of  his  Call,  or  his  Willingncfs  to  fave 
the  Weakvand  the  Wicked  ?.  Then  go  to  Mount 
Calvarf,  There  liftcn  to  the  Sounding  of  bis  Bowelsy 
and  fee  the  Flowing  of  his  Mercies  *.  Cannot  You 
read  a  l/anguage  in  each  ftreaming  Wound,  and 
hear  a  Voice  in  every  dying  Pang  ? — Do  they  not  all 
fpeak  his  infinite  Love,  even  to  wretched  helplefs 
Sinners?  Do  they  not  all  addrefs  You  with  that 
tend^  Remonftrance,  OThou  of  little  Faith j  where^ 
foredojl  thou  doubt  ff 

Ther.  Still  th^  Difficulty  recurs.  Whether  it  be 
from  any  wrong  Apprehenfion,  of  fome  .  great 
Thing  to  be  done  j  or  from  an  Averfenefs  of  Tub- 
mitting  to  the, Way  of  Salvation  by  Grace  ;  or  ah 
unaccountable  Diftruft  of  the  Certainty  of  what 
GOD  haspromifed;  whatever  be  the  Caufe,  lam. 
fure,  I  feel  my  Impotence.  Experience  teaches  me, 
what  the  Apoftle  affirms ;  No  Man  can  fay^  with 
all  his  Heart,  that  JESUS  is  the  LORD^wh^ 
hath  bought  me  with  his  Blood,  hut  by  th£  HOLIC 
GHOST. 

Afp.  You  feel  your  I^npoteace — to  what  ?  Ta 
receive  a  free  Gift,  and  call  it  your  own.?  To 
tfuft  wholly,  and  without  Rcferve,  on  the  Word 
which  GOD  has  fpoken,  and  on  the  Work  which 
CHRIST  has  wrought?  Confider  the  Cafe  in  thii^ 
View,  or  elfe  You  will  not  only  feel,  but  occafion 
Impotence.  You  will  not  only  find,  but  increafc 
Difficulty. 

I  would 
•  Ifai.  Ixlii.  If.  f  "Matt.  xiv.  31. 
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I  would  employ  my  Thoughts,   neither  on  the 
Greatne^  nor  Littlenefs  of  Faith ;   neither  on  the 
Eafc  nor  Difficulty  of  believing.     I  would  rather 
dwell  upon  the  fuperabundant  Grace  of  G  O  E>, 
manifefted    in   CHRIST,   and    granted    to    the 
moft  Unworthy.     On  this  only  proper  Ground  of 
Claim,  I  would  endeavour,  diligently  endeavour, 
to  aflfure  my  Soul  of  Salvation.     In  this  Manner, 
waiting  and  praying  for  the  divine  S  P  I  R I  X, 
whofe  Office  it  is,   to  teftify  of  CHRIST,   and 
bring  near  the  REDEEMER*s  RighUeufnefs.    Yet 
his  Influences  are  not  to  fuperfede,  but  to  encourage 
our  own  Efforts. — Lay  hddm  eternal  Lift*;  here  is 
our  Duty.    Our  Sufficiency  is  of  GOD  f;  here  is  our 
Encouragement.    And  O  !  what  a  glorious  En- . 
couragement,  to  have  the  Arm  of  Omnipotence, 
for  our  Support  and  our  Succour  ! 

Ther.  How,  or  in  what  Manner,  does  the  Divine 
SPIRIT  work  Faith  in  the  Heart  of  a  Sinner  i 
You  wonder,  perhaps,  that  I  a(k  fuch  a  Queftion. 
But  my  Apprehenfions  are  ftrangely  dull,  and  my 
Views  very  dim,  with  regard  to  fpiritual  Things, 
If,  in  this  Refped,  I  have  any  Sight,  it  is  like  his, 
who  faw  Men  as  Trees  walking  ;  faw  thefe  feveral 
Objedls,  but  fo  obfcurely,  fo  confufedly,  that  He 
could  not  diftinguifh  one  from  the  other,,  only  by 
the  Circumflance  of  Motion, 

jffp.  The  moft  inlightened  Minds  fee  only  in 
part ;  and  all  have  Reafon,  to  make  the  blind  Beg*' 
gar^s  Supplication,  their  own  Requeft  ;  LORDy 
that  I  may  receive  my  Sight  ! — The  Operation  of  the 
Holy  SPIRIT  in  producing  Faith,  is  thus  de»-  ) 
fcribed   by   a   Matter   in   Ifrael\   ^'  The   Divine 

SPIRIT 
•  1  Tim.  vi.  19,  f  zQox.  iii.  5. 
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i  •*<  SPIRIT  brings  CHRIST  znd  his  Rightcouf- 

1;  -  *«  nefs  nigh  unto  Us  in  th^  Promife  of  the  Gofpel ; 

oi  .  «*  clesu-ing  at  the  fame  Time  our  Right  and  War- 

Or  •<  rant  to  intermeddle  with  all,  without  Fear  of  vi- 

,1  *^  cious  Intromiffion  ;  encouraging  and  enabling  to 

^  ^Va^  Meafure  of  confident  Applicatipn,  and  taking 

p  ^*  Home  all  to  Ojarfelves,  freely,  without  Money^ 

J  ^<  and  without  Price." 

r  Ther.  The  true  Belief,  is  fo  refined  and  exalted 

J  »  Virtue,  th^  I  very  much  queftion,  whether  I  ihall 

I  ever  be  able  attain  it. 

,  '      Jff^.  The  true  Belief  k  never  to  be  confidered, 

in  the  Light  You  mentionr    J^ot  as  a  refined  and 
r  exalted  Virtue  ;  but  as  a  Receiving  of  thofe  Bene- 

fits, which,  received  and  enjoyed,  are  the  Source 
ef  all  virtuous  and  godly  AflFedions^  WTicn, 
proceeding  upon  the  divine  Grant,  You  behold 
CHRIST 2s  your  Righteoufnefs  and  Strength, 
-dien  You  truly  believe.  You  believe  that  Truth, 
which  can  never  difappoint  nm  fail.  You  receive 
that  Giftj  which  enriches  with  Grace,  and  enti-^ 
ties  tp  Glory. 

Tber.  Is  not  your  Pefinitipn  of  Faith  very  re- 
fined and  exalted  ? 

J/p.  Give  me  Leave  to  enquire,  how  You  be- 
came acquainted  with  my  Definition  of  Faith  ? 

Tffer,  I  am  not  fo  inattentive  a  Reader  of  your 
JLetters,  ^  to  forget  your  Account  of  this  momentous 
Point.     «  Faith,   You  fay,  is  a  real  Perfuafion  *, 

.  *'  warranted 

•  Badaus  and  ^/<r/^^«/ derive  the  original  Word  from 

fWtira*,  He  is  fer/uaJed:''zmdt  I  think,  very  properly; 

for,  whatever  We  believe,  of  that  We  have  a  real  Pcr- 

fuafion.-— Tho  latter  mod  accurate  and  maflerly  Critic 

4    '  gives 
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>'  warranted  by  GOD'a  Word,  thftt  the  Wclfed 
^*  JESUS  has  fhed  his  Blood  FormySimyhas 
^  fulfilled  all  Righteoufners  in  ^y  Stead ;  iiind  ot>- 
^*  taincd  eternal  Redemption  y^r  ;wf/' 

J^.  Where  is^he  extraordinary  Refinement  of 
all  this  ?  Nothing  can  be  more  plain  j  more  fimple  5 
or  better  fuited  to  the  meaneft  Capacity. — Where 
is  the  unfurmountable  Difficulty  of  all  thiis  ?  To 
believe  fuch  Things,  19  not  Work  or  Labour,  but 
JKeft  and  Peaee. — ^It  is  nothifig  more  than  c^edift* 
ing  a  Report.     A  Report,  made  by  infinite  Veracity, 
,lbr  Men  to  believe.     A  Report,  made  by  infinite 
Goodnefs^  for  finful  Men  to  beliere.     Wer^  not  our 
Minds  firangely   prejudiced^    and  unaccoluntably 
darkened,   nothing  would  appear  more  becomiiig 
and  reafonable  ;a  nothing  would  prove  more  pradi* 
cable  and  delightfuL 

Tkr.  Docs  Faith  then  amont  to  a  Per/uajhn  ?' 
Aff.  The  Apoftle,  defcriblng  the  Faith  of  the  j 

ancient  Saints,  declares  ;  7hey  faw  the  Prmttfes 
afar  off^  and  were  ferfuaded  of  them^   and  embraced  j 

them.     They  faw  the  Promifes  of  Salvation^   by  ^ 
/REDEEMER  to  come 5  this  implies  a' Knbw-  i 

ledge  of  them — they  were  perfuaded\  this  implies  j 

a   Convidlion  of  their   certain   Truth — they   em^  \ 

braced  *  them  j  this  denotes  an  Application  of  aT 
to  themfelves.  And  thefe  Things  were  written  for 
iour  Example ;  that  We  fljould  go  and  embrr.ce 
;them  likewife.  '  .       ' 

'         ';  The 

gives  this  Interpretation  of  v\'r%^..  .FerfHofio  certa^  fuam 
in  nobis  efficit  Spiritus  SanSiuSy  de  Salute  in  Chrifto  fromij^^ 
qiiamfibi  qui/que  credendo  appluat.  To  corroborate  wlu<f& 
Evporition^  He  adds  ;  Hac  etiam  in  ^ignijicatione  Ncmek 
FideiaThcologisJjCiiiusrtceplumfuit* 

•  Heb.xi.  13.     '  ' 
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The  feme  Apoftlc,  enlarging  on  the  Faith  of 
Ahrahanty  adds ;  Being  fully  ferfaaded^  that.  wM 
GOD  had promiftdy  He  was  able  alfo  to perfirm ^ 
IJere,  You  fee,  ^  is  ^erfnafton^full  Perfuafion— 
lirft,  of  G  O  O's  Will,  becaufe  He  had  promifcd  5 
then,  of  his  Power  to  accomplifli  his  Word,  cvea 
though  natural  Impoffib^lities  ftppd  in  the  Way. 
In  this  twofold  Perfuafion,  the  Faith  of  OMr  Father 
^^r^&^jm  confifted.  And  Wc  ^e  called  to  tread  in 
the  Steps  of  his  Faith  :  cpufequently,  to  b&perfuaded 
of  G  O  D's  Will  to  fave  Us,  from  Sin  and  Hell  5  of 
his  Power  to  fave  U^  by  the  Blood  and  Righteoufncf* 
of  his  SON. 

.  7^<r,  Is  Faith,  chriftian  Faith,  a  Pcrfuafio» 
that  all  thefe  Blcjflings  are  for  me  ?  Does  it  implyt 
a  fpecial  Application^ of  the  Benefits,  to.  a.  Man'a 
own  Self?       .  .  » 

Afp^  Don't  Yoii:  wifh,  that  it  may  imply  and 
comprehend  all  this  ?  Is  it  not  infinitely  defirable  J. 
Will  it  not  be  inexpreffibly  comfortable?  If.it 
really  was  Matter  of  doubtful  Jp.ifputation,  me- 
thinks.  We  fliould  long  to  have  it.afcertainpd  and 
eftabllfhed.  But,  blefled  be  the  divine  Compaflion^, 
it  is  as  little  to  be  doubted,  as  it  is  earncftly^to  b^ 
defired. 

Hear  what  a  very  vduable*  Writer  delivers  oj^ 
this  Subjefl.  Exhorting  to  belLeveon the  LORl^ 
JE SUSy  He  thus  explains  his  Meaning  j  "  That 
"  is,  be  verily  perfuaded  in  your  Heart,^  that 
"  JESUS  CHRIST  is  yours,  and  that  You 

"  ihall 

*  Rm,iv>  21,  Compare  Ram.  xlv.  Fer.  14.  mtiiFert 
iz.  There,  I  knotM- and  am  perjuaded^  is  the.  ajppftolical 
Expofition  of  the  Word  Faith.'  See  ^tlfo  2Tim.  i.  12. 
Where  «riwjw/^i  is  explanatory  of  irwririvwa.  /  om 
fer/fiodedy  gives  the  true  Meaning  of  /  hai/e  heluvtd. 
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«^  fhall  have  Life  and  Salvation  by  Him ;  thlt  what- 
•«  foevcr  CHRIST  did  for  the  Redemption  of 
<*  Mankind,  He  did  it  for  You." 

If  this  Writer's  Opinion  has  not  Weight  enough 
to  incline  the  Scale,  hear  our  own  Church.  You 
once  apprehended,  that  my  Attachment  to  the 
Church  of  England  was  unfettled  and  wavering. 
Judge  now,  who  has  moft  thoroughly  imbibed  her 
DoArines,  and  is  moft  invariably  tenacious  of  her 
true  Interefts. — The  firft  Part  of  the  Homily  con- 
cerning the  Sacrament,  addrefles  each  Reader  in 
particular,  and  gives  Him  this  Definition  of  Faith. 
^^  It  is  a  Belief,  not  only  that  the  Death  of 
«  CHRIST  is  available,  for  the  Remiffion  of 
<*  Sins,  and  Reconciliation  with  GODj  but 
<'  ^fo  that  He  made  a  full  and  fufficient  Sacrifice 
«*  for  Thee^  a  perkSt  Cleanfing  for  thy  SinsJ* 

If  You  acquiefce  not  in  either  of  thefe  Deter- 
minations, hear  an  jnfallible  Umpire,  //iw,  fays 
the  Apoftle  P<7w/,  iy  Faith  in  the  SO  No/  GOD  -^ 
or,  to  ^xprefs  myfelf  in  a  more  clear  and  deter- 
minate Manner,  I  live  by  a  firm  Perfuafion,  that 
He  loved  me^  and  gave  Himfelffor  me.  This  paci-^ 
lies  my  Confcience.  This  is  the  Source  of  my 
Joy,  and  the  Motive  to  my  Obedience.  In  fhort  j 
this  is  the  Principle  of  my  whole  fpiritual  Life. 

My  Notion  of  Faith,  You  fee,  is  not  without  a 
Precedent.  It  is  undeniably  the  Voice  of  our  Efta- 
blifhment ;  it  is  apparently  the  Senfe  of  Scripture  j 
and  it  gives  Us  a  clear  intelligible  Idea,  fuited  to  the 
moft  common  Acceptation  of  the  Word.  Such 
as  would  naturally  arife  in' the  Mind  of  a  Stranger, 
who,  without  any  Bias  on  his  Judgment,  (hoiild 

inquire 


DIALOGUE    XVI.      367 

inquire  into  the  Purport  of  our  Religion,  or  con- 
fider  the  Language  of  bur  Bible. 

Tbir.  How  fuited  to  the  moft  common  AcceptaiioH 
of  the  Word? 

Jfp.  When  You  fent  a  Meflage  to  your  Tenant 
— vrfio,  in  his  laft  Sickncfs,  expreiTed  fo  much  Un- 
cafincfs  on  account  of  his  numerous  Family,  and 
cpibarraffed  Circumftances — afluring  Him,  that 
you  had  canceled  the  Bond,  and  forgiven  his  Debt. 
When  You  told  the  poor  Woman — ^whofe  Hufband 
fell  from  the  loaded  Waggon,  and  broke  both  his 
Legs — that  you  would  order  a  Surgeon  to  attend 
Him,  and  would  continue  his  weekly  Pay.  How 
did  they  regard,  bow  receive  your  promifed  Kind- 
nefs  ?  So  let  Us  credit  the  gracious  Declarations  of 
our  G  O  D  ;  yi  receive  the  joyful  Report  of  his 
Gofpel ;  and  then  we  mail  aiifwer  the  Import  of 
the  Word  iPj/VA— then  we  (hall  truly  believe. 

Ther.  Where  have  We,  in  Scripture,  any  Thing 
parallel  or  fimilar  to  thefe  Inftances  ? 

j/Jp.  Have  You  never  read  the  Words  of  Adicab ; 
fFbo  is  a  GOD  Hie  unto  Tbee^  tbat  pardoneth  Imguityy 
and  pajfetb  by  Tranfgreffton  *  ?  Here  is  the  gracious 
Declaration— -i£r  will  turn  agoing  He  will  have 
Compajjion  upon  Us  ;  He  willfubdue  our  Iniquities  f. 
Here  is  the  joyful  Report.— And  why  my  Friend, 
why  fhould  We  pay  lefs  Credit  to  the  ever- living 
JEHOVAH,  than  to  a  Man  "  whofe  Breath  is 
*«  in  his  Noftrils  ?"  Is  there  Treachery  with  the 
HOLY  ONE  of  Ifrael?  Does  the  LORD 
make,  and  then  violate  his  Promife  ? 

Tber.  GOD  has  never  violated  his  Promife^ 
when  it  was  exprefly  made,  and  particularly  ap- 

plied«. 
*  Mic.  vii.   t8.  t  ^<^o  vii.  19. 
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plied.    But,   in  this  Circumftsmce,  tkere  is  a  vrid0 
Difference  between  the  Cafe '  of  your  Friend  and 
the.Cafe  of  bis  poor  People.     I  named  the  Obje<£fc 
of  my  Compaifion,  in  one  of  the  Inftances  ;    and 
made  a  perfonal  Application,  in  the  other*     Neither 
of  which  is  done  in  the  Script^ures.— I  don't  find"/ 
it  any  where  revealed  in  the  Bible,  That  CHRIST 
feed  his  Blood  for  me  in  particular.    Neither  have 
I  read,    in  the  old  Teftament  or  the  new.   That 
the  LORD  JESUS  fulfilled  all  Righteoufnefs 
for  Theron,     Therefore  I  cannot  fee,  what  Ground 
I  have  to  believe  this  Propofition,   from  any  fcrip- 
tural  Authority. 

Jfp.  But  my  Friend,    it  is  revealed  and  Yon 
have  read, .  That  the  LORD  JE^SU^  fjicd  his  ^ 
Blood  for  Sinners.    And  are  You  excluded  fro». 
.  the  Benefit?  When  an  h&ot  Indemnity  is  pub-, 
lifhed,  even  the  greateft.  Tranfgreffors,  the  Ring- 
leaders in  the  Rebellion,   have  nothing  elfe  to  do, 
but  only  to  enquire,    whether   they  are  excepted^ 
They  are  not  to  expe£^,  that  their  Names  fhould 
be  mentioned,  as  the  particular  Objefls  of  their- 
Sovereign's  Favour.      It  is  fufficient,   abundantly-^ 
fufficient,   if  they  are  not  particularly  disclaimed. 
If  this  is  not  done,   they  may,  they  ought,  they 
do,    moft  confidently  claim  the  royal  Clemency  in 
behalf  of  themfelves.     So  ought  You  and  I  to  aft, 
in  the  important  Cafe  under  Confideration. . 

Farther  j  You  are  not  unacquainted  \^jjith  the 
Hiftory  of  the  three  Children,  condemhed  by  Ne^ 
buchadnezzar  to  the  burning  fiery  Furnace.  You 
have  read,  in  the  old .  Teftament,  an  Account  of 
their  Faith  5  and  You  find  it  propofed,  in  tfee  new 
6  Teftament, 
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I  Tefftament,    as  a  Model  ibr  $urs.*^Let  Us  th^ 

I  co»fi<kr»  What  tbeir  Faith  was;    Did  tbey  Tay 

p  within  themfelves  ?  <<  G  O  D  is  abk,  'tis  tr6e^  aai 

I  **  willing  to  deliver  his  Servants.      Thifl  is  affirm- 

k  <<  ed  in  the  Books  of  Mo/is  and  the  Prophets,   But 

^  <^  We  no  whefe  find  it  is  afievted,  ibat  He  is  will- 

I  **  ing  to  deliver  t/s ;   to  deliver  Sbptdrsth^  Mt/bei^ 

^  and  Midmgf^  from  this  horrible  Death."-^Not 
fuch  their  Method  of  arguing.  Oft  the  contrary  | 
they  aiTured  themfelves,  that  what  the  LOUD 
,  had  promifed  to  his  Servants  in  general)  He  would 
make  good  to  them  in  particular.  Hear  their  owi^ 
Words^ .  They  arc  worthy  to  be  had  in  everlafting 
.  Remembrance.  Our  GOD-,  whom  We  ferve^  h 
able  to  Miver  lis  from  the  burning  fiery  Furnace  j  and 
He  will  deHver  Us  out  of  thine  Hand,  0  King,  This 
wae  their  ProfeffioA.  This  their  Confidence.-— 
Since  We  are  called  to  an  Imitation  of  their  Faith^ 
ought  not  fuch  to  be  the  Language  of  our  Souls  } 
««  Our  REDEEMER,  in  whom  We  truft, 
*<  is  able  to  fave  Us  to  the  uttermoft;  and  He 
"  will  fave  Us,  from  thy  'Guilt,  O  Sin ;  fronj 
**  thy  Malice,  O  Satan." 

Tber.  Still,  if  I  ^tn  not  named,  methinks,  I 
fliould  be  pointed  out,  by  fome  diftinguifhing  Cir- 
cumftances.  This  is  the  Way  of  Scripture.  An- 
ticchus^  the  Perfecutor  of  the  Jezus^  is  not  indeed 
named  by  the  Prophet  Daniel.  But  He  is  painted 
in  fuch  very  fignificant  Colours,  as  moft  evidently 
declare,  ^r  whom  the  PitSlure  was  drawn.  It  is 
notexprefly  faid,  either  in  the  fecond  Epiftle  to 
the  Thtjfahmans<,  or  lA  the  whole  Book  of  the  Re^ 
velation,  that  the  Papijh  JFaftion  is  Antichrift. 
But  It  has  fo  many  of  his  Features,  that  (as  aju- 
Vot.  HL  A  a  dicious 
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dlcious  Perfon  faid)  if  an  Hue  and  Cry  was  ma^e 
fbr  the  latter,  I  fliould,  without  any  Scruple,  3^  . 
jwehend  the  former, 

Jfp.  Will  this  content  You  ?  Will  this  be  fuffi- 
dent  to  perfuade  You?  Then  it  is  very  fully  and  vef  y 
exadlly  done. — ^When  the  Grace  of  G  O  D  is  reveal- 
ed, the  Objefts  of  this  ineffable  Goodnefs  are  cha- 
fafterized  ;  and  I  am  beyond  Meafure  mtftaken,  if 
You  do  not  find  Yourfelf  in  the  Number. 

They  are  defcribed  by  their  Family^  their  Dtf- 
fofitiony  their  Pr^^/V^.— What  fays  eternal  Wif- 
dom,  when  flie  makes  a  Tender  of  her  ineftimable 
Ble.lings  ?  To  Touy  O  Mtn^  not  to  fallen  Angels, 
/  call ;  and  my  Voice  is^  not  to  this  Man  or  that 
Man  exclufively,  but  to  the  Sons  0/ Men  indtfiniie" 
ly  *,     Pray,  have  You  no  Relation  to  this  Fami- 

Xy  ? What  fays  the  holy  Apoftle,  when  He  pub- 

lifties  the  unalterable  Counfels  of  Heaven  ?  This 
is  a  faithful  Saying j  and  worthy  of  all  Acaptatioth 
that  CHRIST  JESUS  came  into  the  World  to 
fave — the  Upright  ?  the  Unblameable  ?  Was  this 
the  Cafe,  our  Hopes  would  be  covered  with  a 
Cloud  J  or  rather,  totally  and  finally  cclipfed; 
But  fee  !  they  are  clear  as  the  Light,  and  confpi- 
.  cuous  as  the  Noon-Day.  For  He  came  (chearing, 
charming  Word  ! )  He  came  to  fave  Sinners  f.  Can- 
not You  difcern  your  Name  in  this  Lift?  I  am  fure,  I 
can  fee  mine  written,  as  it  were,  in  Capitals. 

Confonant  to  all  which,  is  the  Declaration  qf 
anoiher  facred  Envoy.  Who, .  fpeaking  of  his 
celeftial  M  A  S  T  E  R,  fays  ;  He  fuffered—th^ 
PRINCE  of  Peace,  the  MONARCH  of 
the  Univerfc,/Kjfirr^//— for  whom  ?  They,  in  whofc 
...  .     Behalf 

•  Prov.  viii.  4.  -  t  *  ^'^^\  'h  '5*.  . 


DIALOGUE    XVI.      ^^i 

Bfehalf  this  matchlefs  Ranfom  was  paid,  ihuft  have 
an  undeniable  Right,  to  look  upon  Redemption  as 
their  own'.  Arid  blefled,'  for  ever  blefled  be  G  G  D, 
it  is  moft  peremptorily  faid,  He  AifFered y^r  the  Un^^ 
juji^, — ^No\V  can  You  fay.  That  You  are  not 
comprehended  in  this,  or  the  preceding  Defcrrp-' 
ttons  ?  Do  they  not  refen^hle  arid  rcprefent  Thron^ 
as  Face  anfwers  to  Face  in  tie  Water  ? 

T[heron.  This  I  cannot  deny.  This  is  certainly 
true,  • 

Ajp.  That  no  Part  of  our  vCharafler  might  be 
omitted,  and  no  Sort  of  our  Mifery  pafs  unreliev- 
ed, it  is  farther  declared  j  When  We  wefe  without 
Strength^  C  HR I  ST  died  for  the  Ungodly  \.  When 
We  were  ungodly,  and  confidercd  only  as  ungodly 
Creatures  ;  neither  poffefled  of  any  Thing  amiable, 
nor  having  the  leaft  Ability  to  acquire  it;  nay, 
when  We  were  chargeable  with  horrid  Guilt,  and' 
incapable  of  expiating  a  fingle  Offence ;  then^  even 
THEN  CHRIST  died,  and  for  fuch  abominable 
Wretches  he  died. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  Evidence.  Are  We  not 
of  the  human  Family  ?  Are  We  not,  in  our  Spirit 
and  Behaviour,  Sinners  ?  Have  We  not  been  un- 
juji  X  towards  our  Fellow-creatures,  and  ungodly 
towards  our  great  CREATOR?  Are  We  not, 
in  all  thefe  Refpefts,  without  Strength^  to  recover 
Ourfelves,  or  make  any  Satisfa<9:ion  for  our  Tranf- 
grcflions  ? — If  We  are  (and  upon  thefe  Queftions^ 
Incredulity  itfelf  will  fcarcely  demur)  let  Us  net 
A  a  2  frowardly 

•  I  Pet^iii.  1 8.  f  Rom.  v.  6. 

t  fli?  is  unjuft  towards  his  Neighbour,  who  negle£ls 
to  love  his  Neighbour  as  himfelf.  And  if  this  is  vhe 
S(;^ndard, .  wiio  has  not  fallep  ftiort  ? 
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frowardJy  rejc^,  rather  let  Us  thankfully  receive 
thofe  fpiritual  Treafures ;  which,  by  virtue  of  the 
afore-cited  Conveyance,  are  made  over  to  Ju^ 
Pebpl^.  Which,  by  feveral  other  Claufes  in  the 
Will  and  Teftament  of  our  crucified  LORD, 
evidently  devolve  toyirrAPerfcins. 

Ther.  Is  it  poffible,  4fP^f¥^  Can  Wc  be  war- 
ranted and  encouraged  to  receive  tKefe  Treafures, 
in  a  Capacity  and  under  a  Denomination,  which  I 
ihould  think  more  likely  to  exclude  Us  ;  difinherit 
Us  ;  and  overthrow  all  our  Preteniions  ? 

Afp.  This  may  fcem  ftrange,  but  it  is  true.  AU 
the  Bleffings  of  the  Gofpel  proceed  upon  a  Suppo- 
sition of  Sinfulnefs.  CHR  1ST  is  made  Wlfihm 
unto  his  People ;  but  what  Ocgafion  for  the  Ac- 
^effion  of  Wifdom,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  Cafe  of  Ig-r 
noranceand  Folly?  CHRIST  is  made  Rights- 
mifiu/s  I  but  who  can  ftand  in  need  of  a  juftifying 
Rigbteoufneis^  if  they  are  not  in  them&lves  un- 
profitable and  guilty  ?  CHRIST  is  made  SanSH^ 
f  cation ;  and  does  not  this  imply  a  State  of  Cor- 
ruption to  be  remedied,  a  Body  of  Sin  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  i  CHRIST  is  made  RedimptUni  and 
from  what  are  Perfons  redeemed,  but  from  Chains 
and  Bondage,  from  Mifery  and  Ruin^  from  all 
Manner  of  Evil  ? 

It  is  alfo  a  moft  precious  and  invaluable  Truth. 
Such  as  I  would  hold  faft,.  and  never,  never  let  go« 
When  I  fcarch  for  my  own  Endowments,  I  find 
nothing  that  I  dare  venture  to  plead.  Being,  in  my 
l^ft^Moments,  and  ai^idft  my  choiceft  Duties,  a 
Sinner,  ^s  this  is,  at  all  times,  my  undoubted 
Chara£ter,  I  have  at  all  times,  an  undoubted 
Warrant  to,fayy   The  Uncreated  W I S DO M 

calUth 
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^"         calletb  me :  the  blcfled  JE  S  US  came  to /aire  me:  the 

^y        Great  M  E  S  S I A  H  fuffered  Death y&r  me. 

1/  Lfet   me  illuftratc  Ae   Point. — R^nrnlus,    You 

'*'         know^  the  Fonnderof  the  Roman  Empire,  was  a 

'*"  poor  Prince  :  had  but  a  Handful  of  Subjc£ls,  and 

very  fcanty  Territories.     What  Expedient  could 

'^         Ht  devtfe)  to  inlarge  the  Boundaries  of  the  one, 

"*         ^and  augment  the  Number  of  the  other  ?  He  iffued  a 

^  Proclamation^  addt'eired  to  Outlaws  and  Criminals  y 

ft  all  that  Were  involved  in  Debt,  or  obnoxious  to 

Punifliment.    Proraifing,  that  as  many  as  would 

ft  fettle  under  hi«  Dominion,  fliould  be  fccured  from 

i  Proibcution,   and  vefted  with  confiderable  Privi- 

1^  icges.-i-We  Will  fuppofe  a  Perfon  in  thofe  diflrreffed 

k*  CircumAances.     Upon  hearing  the  welcome  Invi- 

<  tation.  He  hangs  down  his  Head,  and  with  a  de* 

If  jeftcd  Air,  cries ;  "  I  am  a  Dehuty  I  am  a  Criminal^ 

i  **  and  therefore  unworthy  of  the  royal  Proteftion." 

»'  What  Anfwer  fliould  be  made  to  fuch  a  difpirited 

I'  Complainer  ?  Make  the  feme  to  Yourfelf,  whenever 

>  You  are  inclined  to  renew  the  prefent  Objeftions. 

'  —Remembering,  that  the  infinite  and  eternal  SO- 

'  VEREIGN,  to  difplay  the  Magnificence  of  his 

'  Majefty,  and  manifeft  the  Riches  of  his  Goodnefs, 

has  commiffioned  his  AmbaiTadors  to   publifli  in 

every  Nation  under  Heaven—*'  That  all  unhappy 

**  Sinners,  who  are  opfreffed  by  the  Devil  and  Ilabte 

*«  to  Damnation,  may  come  to  CHR  1ST.    May 

*<  look  upon  CHRIST  as  their  Ranfom  and 

*'  Righteoufnefe.     May,  in  this  Manner,  obtain 

*<  Pardon,  Jaftification,   iand  all  the  Privileges  of 

«  Children." 

Ther.  At  this  rate,  the  vile/l  Mifireants  have  as 

tlear,  nay  have  the  very  fame  Warrant  to  believe  in 

Aa3  CHRISTy 
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CHRIST^    and  receive  his   Salvation,   as   the 
higheft  Saints. 

Jfp.  The  very  fame.  In  this  RefpccSi  there  is  no 
Difference.  All  have  finned,  and  muft  fue  for  fpi- 
rittial  BIcflings,  not  as  defcjrving,  but  as  guiby 
Creatures  ;  muft  receive  them,  not  as  the  Recom- 
pence  of  their  own  Wortb>  hut  as  the  Iffues  of  in- 
finite M«rcy. 

The  Promife  is  exprefs  and  unlimited,  IVhofoever 
hclieveth  in  CHRIST^  Ihall  not  be  afhamcdw 
Here  is  no  Pre-eminence  of  the  Jeti>  above  the 
Greek.  No  Precedence  given  to  th<;  Man  of  De- 
cency and  Sobriety,  before  the  fhamelefs  and  aban^ 
doned  Profligate.— rThis  is  farther  confirmed  by 
undoubted  Fa<a.  St.Petery  fpeaking  of  the  vileft 
Mifcrcanis,  fays;  GOD  gave  them  the  HOLY 
GHO  S  7i  even  as  He  did  unto  Us  ;  and. put  no  Dif- 
ference between  Us  and  them  *.  They  were  altoge- 
ther as  welcome  to  CHRIST  and  his  Salvation, 
as  We  the  Apoftlcs  of  the  L  O  R  D. 

Should  You  aft  the  higheft  Saints,  On  what 
their  Hopes  are  grounded  ?  This,  or  fomething  to 
this  Effeft,  would  be  their  Reply-r-'^  On  the 
*'  Grant  of  CHRIST  ^nd  his  Salvation,  moft 
"  clearly  fet  forth,  in  the  Scriptures  of  Truth. 
'*  There  We  hear  it  declared ;  Unto  Ton,  though 
**  Gentiles  and  Idolaters,  is  preacljed  the  Remijjion 
«  of  Sins  f.  As  3  Bleffing  procured  by  CHRIST^ 
**  and  now  prefented  to  your  Souls,  on  the  fame 
*^  Terms  as  Light  is  prefented.  to  your  Eyes. — 
^'  There  We  fee  it  recorded  ;  This  Man  receiveth 
««  Sinners  %.  Yes  ;  He,  who  is  G  O  D  and  Man 
"  in  one  CHRIST^  openeth  his  Arms  ;  open- 

"  eA. 
•  Adls  XV.  8,  9.       t  Afta  jciii.  38.      J  Luke  xv,  2^ 


^1 
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«^  cth  his  Heart ;  and  receiveth  Sinners,  to  a'Par- 
** . ticipation  of  Himfelf  and  his  heavenly  Riches.' 
**  Receiveth  thofe  Sinners,  who  were  not  only  the 
*«  Scorn  of.  Pharifaical  Pride,  hut  the.vary  Dif-. 
*'  grace  of  human  Nature. — There  We  read  the- 
*'  following  Decree,  iiTued  from  the  Court  of  Hea- 
*'  ven,  and  regiftered  for  the  Comfort  of  a  guilty 
*'  World,     Tlje  Promifej    relating  to   Forgivenefs' 
««  of  Sins  and  the  S  P I R I T  of  Grace,  n  to  You. . 
*'  Though  You  have  perfecuted  and  murthcred  the* 
"  LORD  JESUS  J    You   may,    without  any 
•'  Scruple  or  Delay,  apply  it  to  Yourfelves.     Nay.^ 
*'  more ;    You  may  carry  it  home  to  your  Children^ 
^^  and  bid  them  be  Sharers  of  the  Bleffing.     It  is 
*^  an  unfearchable  Treafure,  which  You  may  free- 
"  ly  enjoy  j    and   an  ineftimable  Portion,  which. 
**  they  may  as  freely  inherit.     What  is  more  graci- 
'*  ous  ftill  J   it  is  to  all  that  an  afar  off:  whether: 
"  literally  afar  off,    by  living  in  remote  heathen* 
*'  Climes  5  or  fpiritually  af^r  off,  by  deeply /revolt-' 
*'  ing  from  their  Duty.     In  fliort ;  it  is  to  as  many. 
«  as  the.  LORD  our  GODy   by  the  Preachings 
«  of  hie  moft  bleffed  Gofpel,  Jhall  call  *." 

Ther.' 

•  Jas  ii.  39.  It  has  been  objc£led,  That  the  Paflage^ 
produced  by.  JJpafioy  does  not  exadly  fuit  his  Purpofe. 
**  Becaufe,  the  People,  to  whom  the  Apoftle  fpeaks, 
••  were,  not  the  Congregation  in  general,  but  thofe  par- 
"  ticular  Hearers,  who  ^^x^  pricked  in  their  Hearts  \  that 
**  is,  were  endued  with  godly  Sorrow,  and  favingly 
••  changed." 

To  which  I  reply,  by  putting  a  Query  upon  the  Ob- 

jedlion,  and  lodging  a  Caveat  againft  the  Interpretation, 

— Firft  for  the  Objedlion  ;   "  The  People,  to  whom  the 

-  *•  Apoftle  fpeaks,  were,  not  the  Congregation  in  gene- 

••  ral,    but  thofe  particular  Hearers,  who  were  prickeil 

A  a  4  *'  in 


^ 
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Titer.  This  is  z  pleafing   Suppofition.      But   it 
would  be  more  fatisfa£toiy,  if  Ysm  ihoul4  refer  xno 

to 

**  in  th€lr  Hearts.'*    Does  the  Apoftle  addrefs  himfelf 
to  thofc  only?  1  think  not.     I  hope  not.    Becaufe,    this 
would  reprefent  tht  Gifts  «f  GOD^  m  dependiog  on 
foaie  QusJificaiiopft  in  Mat)*    Conie^^entlyt  would  4Lc^ 
ftroy  the  Frcencfs  of  the  Gift,  and  eclipfe  the  Glory  of 
Grace.     Whereas^  if  We  fuppofc  the  Promife  addrefTed 
to  Sinners,  as  Sinners,  without  any  Thing  to  diftingui/h 
one  from  another ;  then,  all  is  perfedly  free,  and  Grace 
ihines  forth  in  its  native  J^uftre.— The  Promife  is  ejctend- 
cd  to  the  whole  Audience,  every  One  0/  Ton.     To  their 
Children ;  Their  Children  that  were  at  Home  ;   Their 
Children  that  were  unborn  ;  Therr  Children  of  the  lateil 
Generations*     And  thefe,  I  prefume,  could  neither  bo 
pricked  in  their  Hearts,    vf>t  ffvin^ly  changed.— Be*- 
ildes ;  it  feems  plain,  from  the  Qoxxik  of  the  Narrative^ 
that  the  Addrefs  is  diredted,  not  to  any  felcdl  Number^ 
h)SLt  to  the  promifcuoos  Multitude.     For,  the  difcrimi- 
nating  Sentence  follows  in  Verfe4f.  Then  tkey^  amongd 
this  promifeuous  Multitude^  that  gla^  teakiedkis  Wwd^ 
nvere  baftixed.  ,  ' 

**  TVere  pricked  in  the  Heart  \   that  is,  were  endued  1 

♦*  with  godly  Sorrow,  and  favingly  changed.*'     Agarnft  I 

this  interpretation  I  am  to  lodg6  a  Caveat. — Caini   and  I 

Satd^  and  Judasx  KAVvfucav  t*  xa^»  were  pricked,  ia 
Heart.  They  had  Stings  of  Anguifh  in  their  Con- 
fciences,  and  the  Dagger  of  Diftrefs  in  their  Souls.  Yet 
none  ever  imagined)  that  they  were  truly  converted.* — 
Thefe  People  were  ignorant'  of  CHRIST  and  the  i 

Way  of  Salvation.  What  JhAll  We  do?  implies  their 
Want  of  this  neceffary  Knowledge.  They  did  not  fo 
much  as  fee  the  Place  of  Refuge;  therefore,  cpuld  not 
be  arrived  at  it.  Could  not  be  fafe,  or  favingly  chang- 
ed.— Not  to  multiply  Arguments.  The  Apoftle  mi^ 
certainly  be  the  beft  judge  of  his  Heaiers  &tatc>  and  the 
beft  Expofitor  of  his  own  Meaning.  Did  He  confider 
this  Circumilance  in  fo  advantaeeous  a  light  }  No ;  He 
neither  regards  it,  as  conditatmg  the  Grace  of  Repent- 
ance,   nor  fpringing  fronai  the  promifcd    Gift  of  the. 
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k  to  any  of  the  Saints^  a&atily  Tpcaking  in  this 
11         Manner? 

Jfp^  Ifidaif^   You  will  allow,  was  a  Saint  of  no 
inferior  Rank.     Yet  He  breathes  the  Spirit  I  ua 
'         defcribing,    and  afts  the  Part  I  am  vindicating*' 
.         Turn  to  that  Epitome  of  the  QofpeU  Im  ffiy^ibird 
|i  Chapter.     There  You  may  obferve  Hiln>  claiming 

(  a.  Share  in  the  greateft  of  all  Privileges,  Salvation 

'  through  the  Blood  of  CHRIST.     How  does  % 

I  advance  and  maintain  bis  Claim  ?   Not  in  .the  Ga*'- 

I  ^  pacity  of  ayi«/?(/f«/,  b«t  under  the  ChataiSer  of  a 
i  >i^a/Perfort.  Thefe  are  his  Word*;  r*^  i:Oi?i> 
I  hathkidonbim^  on  his  Son  CHRIST  JESU&, 

the  Imfuity  of  Ut  edi  *-     Of  me,  and  of  my  Breux 
thren  in  Piety,  docs  He  mean  ?  No ;  but  of  nicv  and 
of  my  Fellow-tranfgrefibrs.     This  is  evidently  im- 
plied» 

HOLY  GHOST;  it  wasiiot  Faith  in  CHRIST 
for  the  Remiffion  of  Sins,  neither  was  it  a  Pledge  o/ 
Security  from  ^e  Wrath,  which  was  coming  on  that 
imtoward  Generation.  This  is  evident  front  his  own 
Words — Repent^^for  the  Remtfflon-^Te  findl  feeeM;e^-'S^<ue 
Tourfihfes,  A  Way  of  fpcaking,  which  ftlppofes  thofe, 
whom  He .  addreiTes,  to  be  de^itute  of  the  BleScgai 
mentioned. 

This,  if  I  miftake  not,,  is  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe. 
Thofe  People,  convinced  of  their  horrible  Wickednefs 
in  cracifying  the  SON  of  GOD,  were  filled  with 
the  moft  alarniing  Appreheniions.  As  yet,  they  had^ 
no  Notion  of  a  divine  REDEEMER,  dying  for  his 
'zreiy^  Murderers.  They  were,  therefore,  under  what  fomc 
Wwters  call,  a  Law- Work.  And  can  the  LiW,  which 
worketh  Wrath,  produce  a  faving  Change,  or  rather 
the  Change  which  acqompanieth  Salvation  ?.  This  would 
take  away  the  Honours  of  CHRISTy  and  transfer 
ihvm  to  Afo/es  ?  This  would  confound  th^  Letter  which 
Kijtkth>  wit^  the  Sjpirit  that  givetk  Life. 
r  Ifei.  liii.  6. 
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{>liecl  in  the  Claufe  I  have  quoted.  In  the  preced-* 
ing  Part  of  the  Verfe,  the  Prophet  explains  HimMf^ 
aad  leaves  no  Roonr  for  Hefitation.  All  We^  lik€ 
Sbtip^  have  gone  aftraj  ;  Wt  have  turned  every  One 
U  bis  own  IVayu  Yet  9ur  Tranfgreflions,  our  Ini- 
qiiities,  the  G  O  D  of  all  Mercy  has  transferred 
from  us^  and  charged  upon  his  beloved  S  O  N. — 
As  the  vileft  Mifcreants  are  indifpenfibly  obliged  to 
confefs  the  former,  they  have  an  apparent  Right 
tO'profefs,  to  aflert,  and  to  believe  the  latter. 

Ther,  The  vileft  Mifcreants  have  a  Right — an 
apparent  Right  to  believe — to  believe  that  all  their 
SimareJaidup'on  CHRIST/  This  is  furpri/ing 
Dodlrine,  I  know  not  how  to  credit  it,,  though 
You  take  fo  much  Pains  to  eftablifh  it. 

jtfp.  It  puts  me  in  Mind  of  that  memorable  Pre- 
didion,  recorded  by  Habakkuky  and  quoted  by 
Peter.  Behold  I  I  work  a  TVork^  of  fuch  immenfely 
rich  and  inconceivably  free  Goodnefs,  that  Youjhall 
not  believe^  even  though  a  Man  declare  it  unto  Tou. — 
The  LORD,  I  truft,  who  opened  Hagar*s  Eyes, 
to  difcern  the  Fountain  of  Water,  for  the  Refrefli- 
ment  of  her  Son,  will  open  my  Friend's  Eyes,  to 
difcern  this  infinitely  more  precious  Fountain,  for 
the  Confolation  of  his  Soul, 

O  the  Riches,  the  unfearchable  Riches  of  the' 
Kindnefs  and  Love, of  GOD!  He  makes  a  Grant 
of  C  HR  1ST  and  his  heavenly  Kingdom,  to'the 
moft  contemptible 'Wretches  on  the  Face  of  the 
Earth  ;  yea,  to  the  moft  deteftable  Creatures  on 
this  Side  Hell ! — At  this  You  wonder.  At  this 
We  dught  all  to  wonder.  This  will  be  the  Wonder 
of  Saints  and  Angels,  through  a  boundlefs  Eter- 
nity,    Yet  though  We  wonder,  let  Us  not  gainfay, 

nor 
6 
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I  nor    murmur.     Let  not  the  Creature  refufe  th^ 

i  Boiinty  of  the  CREATOR,  becaufe  it  is  un- 

I  vtterably  great.      Neither*  let   the  elder   Brother 

I  repine,  bec9.ufe  the  young  Prodigal  enters  at  tho 

,  fame  Door,  and  is  admitted  to  the  fame  Table  with 

,  Himfelf.  .      .  » 

I  have  alledged  the  Teftimony  of  the  Saints,  let 

me  add  the  Decifion  of  their  King,     GOD  fo loved 

the  Worldy   even  that  World,   which,   the  Apoftle 

John  affures  Us,   is  not  only  fallen,  but  lieth  in 

Wickednefs.      Yet,    fallen  and  apoftate  as  it  is, 

GOD   fo  loved   it,    that  He  gave  his  only  begctten^ 

SONy   to  bring  in  a  perfefl:  Righteoufnefs,    and 

obtain  eternal  Redemption. 

Ther.  But  the  Queftion  is.  For  whom  ? 
Jfp..  For  the  World  moft  certainly.  None  elfc. 
Nothing  elfe,  is  mentioned.  It  is  not  faid.  For 
the  choiceft  Part  of  the  World  ;  its  beft  Inhabi- 
tants, picked  and  culled  from  the  Refufe.  But 
for  the  corrupt  and  vicious  World,  thefe  Things 
are  given.  That,  being  bdieved  and  accepted, 
they  may  be  faving  Health  to  their  Souls. 

Ther.  "  For  the  World  *." — ^Does  this  general 
Form  of  Expreffion  warrant  any  One,  to  make  a 
particular  Application  of  CHRIST  ^nd  all  his 
Benefits,  to  Himfelf? 

Jfp,  Pray  do  Yoii  find  any  Rcftriftion  of  the 
Grant?  Is^any  Exception  made,  relating  to  this 
or  that  particular  Set  of  Men  ?  Is  not  the  Extent 
of  the  Gift  as  wide  as  the  World  ?  If  fo,  it  war- 
rants any  Qnc,   it  authorizes   every    One  +,    to 

make 
*  John  vi.  5!. 
t  If  there  were  nny  Man,   to  whom  the  Grant  of  a 
SAVIOUR,   did  not  particularly  belong ;  that  Per- 

fon 
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make   a  fpecial   Application  df  CHRIST  t6 
Himfclf. 

In  other  Inftances,  fuch  a  general  Ex{>reiEoii,  n<SK 
only  warrants,  but  produces  a  partkubr  Ap|f>)ic^« 
tion.  When  Jmah^  in  purftrtncc  of  the  dirtn« 
Command,  cried  and /aid  \  Tet  forty  Days^  and  Ni- 
neveh Jhall  be  overthrown.  Here  was  no  piirticttlar 
Mention  of  Man,  Woman,  or  Child.  Neither 
the  King,  nor  the  Nobles,  nor  the  Commons  were 
fpedfied.  Much  lefs  was  each  and  every  tnhibi-^ 
tant  threatened  by  Name.  Neverlhelefs,  this  ^e- 
'  Hefal  Denunciation  alarmed  them  all  ^  was  influen^ 
tial  on  them  all.  Infomu^ih  that  the  People  if  Aff- 
neveh  believed  GODy  and  proclaimed  a  Faji^  and  put 
en  Sackcloth,  from  the  greatejl  of  them  even  to  the  kifft  *.  • 
'-^They  believed 'y  hence  We  learn  the  tru«  Natui% 
of  Believing.  "GOD  fpeaks  to  fm^  aiid  whit 
**  he  fpeaks.  He  will  perform  j"  is  its  genuine  Pro- 
feflion.  Hence  We  likewife  difcover^  who  thty  are 
which  ought,  in  this  Manner  to  apply  the  general 
"Word ;  ally  from  the  leaji  even  unto  the  grtattfi* 

Ther.  The  Cafe  is  not  parallel^  JJpafio.  This 
was  a  Denunciation  of  Vengeance,  not  a  Promife 
of  Grace. 

Afp.  And  can  You,  Theron,  can  You  fuppollf? 
That  G  O  D  is  more  liberal  of  Vengeance,  than 
He  is  communicative  of  Grace.  Vengeance  is  his 
ftrange  Work,  but  in  Mercy  and  LOving-kindnefs 
He  delighteth. — Are  We  bound  to  believe  and  ap- 
jply  his  dreadful  Threatettiftgs  ?   Not  allowed  to 

believe 
fon  wotild  have  no  Warrant  to  believe  ;  He  would  do 
right  ill  difbelieving ;   what  the  Scriptures  r.cpreftnt  as 
ithe  grcateft  Sin,  would  become  his  bOuadeivDaty^ 
*  Jonah  iii.  5. 
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believe  and  apply  bis  precious  Promifes  ?  Surely^ 
the  L  O  R  D's  Way$  are  not  fo  unequal, — ^Whch 
the  Law  fays,   Curftd  is  every  One^  that  eentinueth 
'■  mtin  all  Things  * ;  fliould   not  every  Hear«-  take 

fc  this  toHimfelf,  and  fubmit  to  the  Sentence  of  juft 

»     .       Condemnation  ?  When  the  Gofpel  fays,  HE  came 
I  tofave  that  which  is  kjlf'y  ihould  not  every  Hearer 

i  take  this  alfo  to  himfelf,  and  embrace  the  Tender  of 

\  free  Salvation  f 

I    .  However,    if  You  diflike  this  Inftance,  I  wiU 

I  giye  You  another;   which  is  not  of  the  vindi£live, 

but  of  the  beneikent  Kind. — When  the  Manna 
aiade  its  firft  Appearance  in  the  Wildernefs  ;-  when 
the  IfraeliUs  knew,  neither  what  it  was,  nor  for 
whom  intended ;  both  thefe  Particulars  were  explain- 
ed by  Mafes.  This  is  the  Bread  which  the  LORD 
hath  given  Yeu  to  eat  J,  No  Mention  is  made  of 
any  individual  Perfon.  Yet  the  whole  Congre- 
gation, looked  upon  this  as  an  undoubted  Permif- 
fion,  both  for  themfelves  and  their  Children,  to' 
gather,  to  fetch  home,  and  to  ufe  the  miraculous 
Food. 

Ther.  GOD  gave  the  Manna  to  all  the  Ifraelitesy 
both  good  and  bad.  But  does  He  give  Ci/jR/ 5  ST 
with  this  unlimited  Freenefs  ? 

JJ^.  Our  LORD  Himfelf,  alluding  to  this 
very  Miracle,  vouchfafes  Yqu  an  Anfwer.  Mjf 
PA  THE  R  giveth  Y^u  the  true  Bread  from  Heaven  H . 
The  Language  is  nearly  the  fame  as  Mofes  ufed  ; 
and  it  expreffes  the  very  fame  unlimited  Freenefs. 
— ^My  FATHER  giveth  You  his  incarnatQ 
S  Q  N,  s^i4  his.  divinely  excellent  Righteoufnefs. 

Thefe 

•  Gal.  iii.  10.  t  Matt,  xviii.  11.  t  Exod.  xvi.  15, 
g  Johiivi.  32.  4 
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Tbefe  are  Bread  indeed  i  Bread,  which  came  down/ 
from  the  Regions  of  Heaven ;   and  Bread,    which* 
nourifheth'the  Soul  for  the  Joys  of  Heaven. — This; 
my  F  A  T  H  E  R  giveth  You;  though  not  in  adual . 
PoflejOIon,  yet  in  Right  to  pofiefs.     This  He  giveth 
.  You*,  by  Way  of  free  indefinite  Grant.     With- 
out which,   any  Attempt  to  poffefs,  even    in  the 
moft  upright  of  Men,  would  be  illegal  and   pre-* 
fumptuous.     By  virtue  of  which  Grant,  the  Bad  as 
well  as  the  Good — ^it  is  your  own  Expreffion,  and 
therefore  I  make  Ufe  of  it.     Though,  in  Reality, 
None  are  good,  till  they  receive  CHRIST.  Which, 
were  his  Benefits  of  the  exclufive  Sort,  would  be 
Caufe  of  infinite  Anxiety  to  Mankind.     But  our 
gpat  Confolation  is,  that  One  as  well  as  Another, 
t&e  idolatrous   Gentile  as  well    as   the    profeffing- 
Jfraelite^  has  an  unqueftionabje  Warrant  to  claim, 
them  for  Himfelf. 

Ther.  UnqueJiUnabU!  1$  not  this  Expreffion  too  pe- 
remptory ?  That  fuch  a  Grantfhouid  be  made  to  Be-- 
Ueversy  I  can  eafily  conceive.  But  is  it  made  to  Sin- 
ners— to  any  Sinners — to  the  moft  abandoned  Sinners? 

JJp.  Yes,  Theron,  to  Sinners.  And  when  Sinners 
receive  the  Grant,  then-  they  commence  Believers. 
— Was  it  made  to  Believers  only,  no  Man  living 
would  inherit  the  Bleffing.  Becaufe  all  Men  ajre,  by 
the  Depravity  and  Impotence  of  their  Nature,  pi'igi- 
nally  concluded  under  Sin  and  Unbelief.  It  is  there- 
fore, 

•  *'  The  Receicvingof  CHRIST  nectffsnly  prefup- 
**  pofcs  this  Gii'ing  of  Him,  There  may  indeed  be  a 
*•  Giving,  where  there  is  no  Receiving;  for  a  Gift  may 
"  be  refufed.  There  may  alfo  be  a  Jaitng^  where  there 
«*  is  no  Giving;  which  is  aprefumptuous  Adion,  without 
«*  Warrant.  But  there  can  be  no  Place  for  receiving 
"  CHRIST,  where  there  is  act  a  Giving  of  Kim  be- 
"  fore."    Bo/^cyt's  Notes. 
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j  fore,  a  Source  of  Comfort  and  a  Store-houfe  bf  Re- 

5  lief,  for  the  moft  guilty  Creatures,   even  in  their 

,  moft  defperate  Cifcumftances. 

,  What  faid  our  LORD  JESUS?  My  Father 

j  giveth  Tou ;  that  is,  the  People  who  flood  around, 

I  and  heard  hi*  gracious  Voice.     Many  of  whom 

j  were  in  a  carnal  State  habitually,  and  even  then  were 

in  a  murmuring  wicked  Frame  ♦.—What  fays  his 
Prophet  ?  He  cries  out  in  a  Rapture ;  O  my  loft 
Brethren,  to  Us  a  Child  is  horn  -,  toUsa  Son  is  given  /. 
Not  to  Uf,  who  were  regenerate,  and  become 
Children  of  Light.  But  to  Us  Children  of  fallen 
jfdam-j  to  Us  undone  Sinners  of  Mankind  ;  who 
walked  in  Darknefs^  and  dwelt  in  the  Shadow  of 
Death  \.—W\i2it  faith  GOD  the  LORD?  He 
'  that  created  the  Heavens,  and  ftretchcd  them  out  ? 

I  will  give  TJje^^  meaning  his  beloved  iSON,  for  a 
Covenants  it  is  not  faid,  of  Believers,  but  of  the  Peo- 
ple J  it  is  not  faid,  of  new  Creatures,  but  of  the  Gen- 
tlies :  Who  were  the  vileft  of  all  Creatures,  or,  as  You 
have  properly  fpoke,  the  moft  abandoned  Sinners. 

That  we  may  underftand  more  clearly  the  Sig- 
nification of  thefe  Terms,  and  ftc  the  true  Extent 
of  this  Gift,  it  is  added ;  I  will  give  Thee  to  open 
the  blind  Eyes^  and  to  bring  out  the  Prifoners  from  t^ 
'  PrifonX.     Miferable  and  guilty  Wretches,  blinded 

by  the  Devil,  and  enflaved  to  their  Lufts;  thefe  are 
npt  fet  afide.  Nay ;  thefe  are  exprefsly  named. 
They  are  the  very  Ptf/^/^^x  in  the  heavenly. Grant. 
An  obedient  and  a  dying  SAVIOUR  is  as  much 
given  to  them,  that  they  may  receive  Him,  aud  be 
faved  ;  as  the  City  of  Refuge  was  appointed  for  the 
Manflayer,  that  He  mi^ht  fly  thither,'  and  be  fccur«; 

or 
-  •  John  vi.  25,  41.  '  t  Ifai,  ix/2,  6.     J  ffai.  *lii.  6,  7. 
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or  as  the  brasen  Serpent  was  lifted  up  on  a  Pode, 
that  the  wounded  IfrtnUu  might  look  to  it^  and  be 
healed. 

Here  then  the  Grant  and  the  Gift  are  mention- 
ed \  the  Perfons,  to  whom  the  Grant  is  made,  and 
for  whom  the  Gift  is  provided,  are  fpecified.  They 
are  Sinners;  blinded  and  enfiaved  Sinners;  or,  if 
there  be  any  other  more  obnoxious  Sort,  they  are 
all  comprehended  in  this  one  Word,  Gentiks,  Only 
allow  the  divine  Speaker  to  be  fincere  j  then  We 
ftiall  fee,  in  thefe  precious  Texts^  a  moft  chear- 
ing  Hope  even  for  for  the  vileft  Sinners.     Hope, 
that  they  may  be  juftified,  eicape  the  Curfe,  aod 
find  Favour  with  GOD.     Nay ;  We  may  boldly 
affirm;  That,  proceeding  on  thefe  Words  of  the 
eternal  KIN  G,  even  the  vileft  Sinner  is  allowed, 
is  authorized  to  fay;  "GOD  gives,  nje  his  SON, 
«<  to  be  ray  Covenant  Surety.     I  take  Him  at  his 
^*  Word.    The  S  UR  E  T  Y  and  all  his  Merits, 
<<  and  all  his  Benefits,  are  mine/' 

Pivinely  rich  Bounty !  Enough  tp  charm  and 
aftonife  the  Univerfci  But  not  too  groat  for  the 
infinite  J  E  HQ  V  AH  to  eitercife.  O^  let  U&  not 
refufewhat,  on  this  Confideration,  the  unerring 
Spirit  C4ll».  ««f  mn  Mercy  *.  Let  Us  adore 
the  Bendicencer  of  our  GOD.  Let  Us  believe  his 
promifing  Word,  And,  in  this  fweet,  this  eafy 
Manner,  obtain  both  prefent  and  final  Salvation. 

Tber.  I  have  one  Scruple  more,  which,   at  this 
Inftant,  arifes  in  my  Mind.     The  Righteoufnefs  df 
CHRlSTy  according  to  the  Apoftle,  is  upQn  all 
that  believe.   Therefore^  it  is  not  the  Sinner's,  but 
the  Believer's  Portion*         . 

Jfp.  If  this  was  true.  Aire  the  Gofpel,  which 
reveals  this  Righteoufneis,  could  aot.be  glad  Tid* 

ings. 
•  Jonah  ii.  8. 
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ii^.  I  will  fuppofe  a  Congregation  of  ignorant 
and  ungodly  People,  of  Heathens  and  Idolaters. 
The  Mlnifter  lifts  his  Voice  and  cries;  "  The 
"  Righteoufncfs  of  QOD  the  SAVIOUR  is 
**  not  for  You.  You  are  not  Believers,  and  there* 
«♦  fore  have  no  Right  to  receive  the  Bleffing."— 
•Wh^t  adifcouraging,  nay,  what  a  killing  MefTagel 
—Whereas,  if  the  Ambafladorof  CHRIST  makes 
this  Proclamation  ;  "  I  know.  You  arc  an  Affem- 
*'  bly  of  vile  and  abominable  Sinners.  Neverthe- 
'^  lefs,  I  am  commiffioned  to  preach^glad  Tidings 
•*  to  You.  The  infinitely  glorious  SON  has  died 
**  for  fuch  Tranfgrcffors  as  You.  And  the  infinite- 
**  ly  gracious  FATHER  freely  offers  his  perfeft 
**  Ri^teoufnefs  to  You.*'  This  is  indc^  a  joyf?il 
Sound. 

Befides,  Theron^  You  don't  attend  to  the  Apof- 

tle's  ExpreiEon.     He  fays,  the  Righteoufnefs  of 

GOD  is  upon  all  them   that  believe.     Such  Per- 

fons   a<3ually  poiTefs  it.     They  wear  the  Robe. 

They  are  cloathed  with  Salvation.    And  here  lies 

the  Difference  between  the  vile  Mifcreant  and  the 

real  S^int.   Not.that  one  was  originaJly  better  than 

the  vOther :  not  that  one  has  a  clearer  Grant  of 

CHRIST  than  the<rther :  but  the  latter  has  put  on 

4he  Wedding-garment,  and  ufes  it  to  his  unfpeak«* 

able  Honour  and  Happinefs-;  the  former  is  admo* 

niihed  to  throw  afide  his  filthy  Rags,  and  invit«> 

cd  to  put  on  this  heavenly  Raiment. 

Ther.  Let  merecollea— CHii/ST'  is  given  for 
the  World,  the  apoftate  World,  to  believe  on— 
CHRISThzs  died,  not  for  the  Righteous,  but 
for  the  Ungodly-^Ci/iJ/Srcaipe  in  the  Flcfh  to 
fave  Sinners,  even  the  chief  of  Siiiners.-— Well, -^ 
V9L.  III.  B  b  pa/ta. 
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fafio^  if  thcfe  Things  are  true  (and  how  can  tfeey 
be  otherwife  ?  fmce  they  arc  the  cxprefy  Doftrinc  of 
Scripture)  it  is  pity,  but  they  were  more  generally 
known.  For  my  part,  I  muft  confefe,  they  are 
not  only  new,  but  ftrange  to  me.  Though  I  have 
read  them  in  the  Bible,  yet  when  I  come  ta  confider 
them,  and  compare  them  with  what  paffes  in  my 
Breaft,  I  find  they  are  quite  contrary  to  my  nfual 
Ways  of  thinking. 

Afp,  You  remind  me  of  a?  valuable Perfon,  T»^m 
I  once  numbered  among  my  Acquaintance,  and 
whofe  Way  of  thinking  fomewhat  refembled  your 
own.  Will  You  give  me  leave  to  relate  his  Cafe  I 
Ther,  Moft  gladly.  It  will  be  fome  Kind  of  Con- 
folation  to  hear,  that  Others  have  laboured  under 
the  fame  Difficulties  with  myfelf,  and  been  fubje<% 
to  the  fame  Diftrefles.  If  I  am  informed  of  their 
Deliverance  from  thofe  Diftreffes,  it  will  be  lilc€ 
fliewing  me  an  opened  Door,  for  effeftrng  my  own 
Efcape.  If  I  am  likewife  acquainted  with  the 
Manner  of  their  Deliverance,'  this  will  furniih  me 
with  a  Clue  t<i^uide  my  Steps. 

Afp.  This  Perfon  was  roufed  from  a  Habit  of  In- 
dolence and  Supinenefs,  into  a  ferious  Concern  for 
his  eternal  Welfare.  Convinced  of  his  depraved 
Nature  and  aggravated  Guilt,  He  had  recourfe  tf> 
the  Scriptures,  and  to  frequent  Prayer.  He  attended 
the  Ordinances  of  Chriftianity,  and  fought  earneft- 
ly  for  an  ajured  Intereji  in  C  HR I S  T.  But  found 
no  ftcdfaft  Faith,  and  tafted  very  little  Comfort.  At 
length.  He  applied  to  an  eminent  Divine,  and  laid 
open  the  State  of  his  Heart.  Short,  but  weighty, 
Vas  ''the  Anfwer  he  received.  **  I  perceive,  Sir> 
^*  the  Caufe  of  all  your  Diftrefi.^    You  do  not, 

«  yoii^ 
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^^  you  will  not,  conie  to  CHRIST  as  a  Sfnrur*-> 
«^  This  Miftake  ftands  between  your  Soul  and  the- 
*'  Joy  of  Religioh.  This  detains  you  in  the  GalJ 
^^  of  Bitternefs  j  and  take  heed,  O !  tJtke  heed<- 
<f  left  it  contgn  you  over  to  the  Bond  of  Iniquity.** 
This  Admonition  never  departed  from  the  Gentle- 
Inan's  Mind  j  and  it  became  a  happy  Means  of  re- 
moving the  ObftruSions  to  his  Peace. 

Itememb^r  this  Jittfe  tUSofYi'^eroHi  ihd  hzfii 
prove  as  efficacious  for  your  Good,  as  it  is  perti- 
nent to  your  Circumftances  !  Remember,  that  the 
free  Grant  of  CHRIST^  made  in  the  Word  of 
Truth,  and  addreffed  to  Sinn^ff  of  Mankind,  is  the 
only  Bafis  and  Ground- work  of  Faith.  An  Apoftle^ 
aTter  all  the  Labours  of  his  exemplary  Life,  can' 
have  no  better,'  And  a  Magdalene  or  a  ManaJJih^^ 
a^  a  Motive  and  Encouragement  for  theit  turning' 
to  the  Lord,  have  the  very  fame. 

But  we  digrefs  from  the  principal  Silbjedl.  Since 
YoU  difapprove  my  Account  of  Faith,  I  muft  defir^ 
You  to  faVoUr  mt  with  a  D^fcripti6n,  more  <?6rreft 
and  unexCfeptipnable.  For,  as  Yotf  juftly  obferved, 
this  i^  a  very  mdmentous  Article-^— Is  not  CHRIST 
die  Source  of  all  fpiritual  Good,  ahd  Faith  the  main 
Channel  of  CortVeyande  ?  Surely  theft  it  fhould* 
be  made  and  kept,  as  clear  as  polfible.-^Is  not 
CHRIST  the  Foundation  of  ^11  true  Godlinefs^ 
and  Faith  the  Mafter-arch  in  this  facred  Strufture  ? 
Surely  then  itfliould  be  raifed  and  turned,  with  the 
umoft  Care* 
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\JLjE  MO  N^s  Account  is  this — 
Faithy  He  fays,  is  a  firm  Perfuafion, 
thztjfESUS  CHRIST  hzsihcd 
his  Blood,  and  fulfilled  all  Righte- 
oufnefs  i  has  fuftained  the  Ptmifhment 
due  to  Sin,  and  obtained  full  Reconciliation  with 
GOD.  That  all  this  Grace,  and  each  of  thefe 
Benefits,  are  free,  perfe£Uy  free  ;  for  You,  for  mc,^ 
for  others.  In  confequence  of  this  Perfuafion,  the 
Sinner  flics  to  CHRIST^  comes  to  CHRIST, 
and  trufts  in  CHRIST  for  his  own  Salvation. 

Jfp.  I  have  the  higheft  Regard  for  PalamotCs 
Judgment ;  and  I  cannot  but  think,  my  Opinion  is 
confirmed  even  by  '  his. — The  Aft  of  flying  to 
CHRIST,  implies  an  Intention  to  get  out  of 
Danger;  it  implies  a  Difcovery  of  CHRIST^  a» 
the  appointed  Safety;  and  confifts  in  making  life 
of  Him  as  fuch.  When  the  Manflayer  fled  to  the 
City  of  Refuge,  He  made  Ufe  of  that  privileged 
Place  for  his  own  Protcftioo.     How  can  this  be 

doncy 
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Aon^y  with  regard  to  a  bleedings  dying  SAVI- 
OUR, but  only  by  a  Pcrfuafion  that  He  is  mine  ? 
That  his  Sufferings  were  in  my  Stead,  and  that  his 
Death  is  my  Safe-guard. — ^What  is  meant  by  Ccming 
to  CHRIST^  We  may  learn  from  Jeremiah.     Be- 
bM/  Wi  cQfM  unto Thee^for  Thou  art  the  LORD 
our  GOD.    Coming,  You  (be,  includes  or  proceeds ' 
upon  a  real  PQrfoafion»  that  the  LORD,  is  our 
OOD...  While  We  are  wholly  deftitutcof  this 
Perfuaiion,  We  {land  at  a  Diftance,  and  our  Souls 
are  afar  off.    We  are  never  brought  nigh;  We  ne- 
ver come  in  the  Prophet's  Senfe ;  tiJI  We  are  taught 
to  fay,  each  One  for  Himfelf,  Thou  art  the  L  ORD 
,?^  GOD*.— The  Aftof  Trujiing  iii  CHRIST 
is  much  of  the  fame  Nature.     It  prefuppofes,  that 
CHRIST  is  the  Truftee  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace ;  it  proceeds  upon  a  Convi&ion  of  his  F^ith- 
fulnefs  in  executing  the  O^e;  and  it  is  a  folemn 
Surrendering  or  Giving  up  the  whole  Affair  of  our 
Salvation  into  his  Hand.     Giving  it  up,  fu)t  in 
Bb  3  Un- 

•  Jer.  iii.  22.  This  Text  relat^es  to nthc  backiliding^ 
s/uUtts.  It  is  obfervable,  that  they  do  not  lay  Claim  to  the  . 
LORD  as  their  GOD,  becaafe  they  are  Penitents.  Bat 
are  encouraged  to  return,  from  the  bare  Belief  of  his  gra- 
cious Declarations.  The  Return  of  the  Children  of  GOD, 
after  backsliding,  is  of  the  fame  Nature  and  proceeds 
oipon  the  fame  Grounds,  as  their  firft  Approach.  Ac- 
cording to  that  invariable  Rule,  As  Ye  have  recei'ved 
CHk  1ST  JESUS  the  LOR  D^  fo  cwalk  Ye  in  Him. 

This  Dofi^rine  is  taught,  and  repreiented  uilder  the 
the  fame  Ima^e,  Ifai.  xlv.  24.  To  HIM  fiall  Men  corner 
What  does  this  figurative  Expreffion  (ignify  ?  The  Pro- 
phet himfelf  anfwer-s  our  Queftion,  and  explains  his  own 
Meaning.  Surely  j  foall  one  fay  y  in  she  LORD  have  / 
Righteo^efs.  Wlxen  People  believe  this  in  their  Hea  rt, 
and  prolefs  thiswith  Cheir  Mo^th,  then  they  cosKie  unto 
the  LORD. 
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Uncertainty  of  Succefs  (this  would  be  mijhruftiitg^ 
rather  than  trufting)  but  with  a  Certainty,  in  fom^ 
meafure,  fuitable  to  the  Fidelity  ^nd  Ability  of 
HIM,  with  whom  We  have  to  do. 

If  You  ftill  are  4oubtful9  whether  any  fuch  Per* 
fuafion  is  i^^plied  in  TVw/^/w^,  let  Us  choofe  a  Referee*. 
Let  Us  carry  our  Controverfy  to  the  King  of  Ifraeh 
Inquire  of  David^  why  He  trufts  in  the  LO  RD,  ' 
and  what  he  means  by  trufting  ?  To  both  thefe 
Inquiries  He  anfwers  diftindtly  and  fully.     *'  Th^ 
^^  LORD  is  my  high  Tower  ^  my  Shield^  and  He  in 
*f  whom  Itruji  *.     He  is  a  Shield — He  is  my  Shield 
^«  — Of  this  I  am  perfuaded,  and  therefore  I  truft  in 
*^  him :  or  this  I  believe,  and  in^o  doings  I  truft  oa 
«*flim." 

Ther,  This  ASvoi  Affurancey  which  runs  through 
all  your  Reprefentations  of  Faith,  appears  fome- 
what  prefumptuous  in  my  Eye.  It  is  as  if  Peo- 
ple pretended  to  know  and  claim  their  S^at  in  Hea^ 
ven,  befpfe  the  Judgment  Day. 

Afp.. 

•  PfaL  cxliv.  a»  Sec  alfo  P/aJ.  xxxi.  14.  I/aL  xii.  2, 
und  efpccially  iJCin^s  xviii.  30.  Where  Rahjbakeh^  the 
JJfyrian  General,  gives  Us  an  Expolition  of  the  Word 
truft*  This  Man,  unacquainted  with  theological  Contro-: 
yerJies  and  nice  DifliniElions;  having  no  other  Information, 
but  what  was  .derived  from  common  Senfe,  and  the  coniT 
inon  Principles  of  Mankind ;  fees  all  that  We  contend  for, 
comprehended  in  the  Expreilion,  Let  mt  Tfexekiab  makA 
Xou  truft inthelORDi  faying^  The  LORD  ^U  furely 
^eli'uerUi.  Totrttftinthc.  LORD,  is,  according  to 
%\i\s  ahnormis  Safiens*  tbfttf  frOm  the  Heart,  aad  declare 
with  the  Mouth-rThe LORD  w/Wdelivcr— ^He  willde: 
Jiver  C/>-^He  will  fttrely  deliver  Us.-r-Muft  it  not  be  4 
Shame  io  Chriilians»  if  they  have  meaner  Apprehenr 
|iop8  of  trufiiiijg^  \^  J^HQ  V  AH»  th^n  §  Heathen  p<j 
^Mldol^iffr.  .... 


it 
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i^  Jfp.  And  is  this  fo  ftrange  or  prefumptuous  a 

',ii  Thing  I  In  former  Ages,  People  made  no  Scruple 

li[  jto  declare ;  We  know»  that  if  our  earthly  Houfe  of 

this  Tabernacle  were  dijfolvedj  We  have  a  Building  of 
IlK  GOD^a  Houfe  not  made  with  Hands y  eternal  in  the 

j^  -Heavens.  And  tbefe  are  People,  whom  You  need  not 

bluih  to  be  like,  nor  be  afraid  to  copy  after. 

The  Papijis^  I  own,  take  great  Offence  at  the 
Word  Aflirrance,  and  utterly  explode  the  Doc- 
trine ♦.  But  they  are  no  infallible  Guides,  for  Us 
to  follow;  aeither  are  they  very  inviting  Patterns,  fo|: 
Us  to  imitate.  You  and  I,  Theron^  cannot  reafon- 
i\  ably  be  offended,  at  the  Expreffiony  or  the  Doc- 

^  trine  j  if  We  recolleft  what  We  have  been  taught, 

^-  in  the  firft  Stage  of  Life,  and  what   is  profeffed, 

in  the  laft  Scene  of  Mortality.     We  are  taught, 
^  i^ven  from  our  Infancy,  that  the  Sacrament  of  the 

^  lord's  Supper,  is  not  only  a  Sign  of  Spiritual 

*  Grace,  but  a  Pledge  to  ajfure  Us  thereof  f.    At  the 

*  Interment  of  the  Dead,  We  profefs  our  fure  and 
certain  Hope  of  a  Refurreftion  to  eternal  Life  %. 

\  That  this  is  always  applied,  with  due  Propriety,  in 

our  Burial-Scrvice,  I  will  not  venture  to  aflert» 

;  .  B  b  4  Th« 

♦  One  of  their  utirigtiteoiis  Decrees,  eflabliflied  by  the 
Council  of  Trenti  is  j  «•  If  ^ny  fhall  fay,  that  juftify* 
"  ing  Faith  is  oothing  ^Ife,  but  a  CoDHdence  or  AfTu- 
"  ranee  of  the  Mercy  of  G  OD,  pardoning  Sins  fbf 
"  CHRISr^s  Sake,  let  Him  be  accurfcd."-^Maft  We 
not  call  the  Aflembjy,  which  could  pafs  fuch  horrible 
Dodlrine  into  a  Law,  the  Synagogue  of  Satan  P  Ought  We 
nottoexpoftulate,  with  fuch  a  dogmatizing  and  damning 
Spirit,  in  the  Words  of  the  Apoftle  ?  O  full  of  all  Suhtikf 
and  all  Mifchief  thou  Child  of  the  Devil ^  thou  Enemy  of  all 
Righteoufnefu  ^ilt  thou  not  ceafe  to  perfoert  tbj  right  JVays 
if  the  LORD?  A^isxiW,  10.  '    ' 

t  Church  Qatechf/m.        J  Bmal-Offioi. 


39^     D  I  A  L  O  G  tJ  E    XVll 

That  it  fufficientfy  couirtcrtanccs  my  Sentiments, 
None  will  undertake  to  deny.  If  this  countenances, 
the  Apoftlc  authorises  them ;  when  He  addreiles 
Us,  with  this  very  remarkable  Exhortation ;  Htro^- 
ing  therefore^  Brethritiy  Boldfufs  tornter  inH  the  Ho^ 
JiifihytheBkodofJESUS^  lit  Us  draw  near  tvitk 
a  trui  Heart  in  full  AflUrancc  of  Faitb  * ;  with  a  firm 
Perfuafion  of  Acceptance;  with  a  certain  Expec- 
tation of  Succefs. 

After  all,  if  You  diflil^e  the  Word  Affurance, 
We  will  change  it  for  the  more  foftened,  and  mori; 
modefily-foundingTenn,  Appropriation.— ^t.  Cbrj^ 
fofiom  fays,  H  isr*r»j  JiwromroLi  yov  0fpv'  which  it 
tranflated  and  expounded  by  a  pious  Divine  of  our 
own  J  ««  Faith,  He  tells  Us,  is  a  Work  of  tl^e 
^*HOLY  GHOST  in  the  Soul,  enabling  it 
*'  to  appropriate  the  Blood  and  Rigl^teoufnefs  of 
«  JESUS  CHR  JSTy  for  the  Remiffion  of  Sin, 
•*.  and-its  Juftification  unto  eternal  I^ife.'* 

TTjer.  You  change  Affurance  for  a  more*foftcned, 
^ot  for  a  more  intelligible  T^rin.  I  muft  defire  tq 
know,  what  You  mean  by  the  Word  Appropria- 
tionf, 

Jfp:  Tp  appropriate,  in  the  theological  Scnfe,  i$ 
to  take  home  the  Grace  of  G  Q  D ;  or  apply  tq 
One's  Self,- what  lies  in  the  common  indefinite 
Grant  of  the  Gofpel.  IsCHRIST  the  Trea? 
fufe  hid  in  the  Field  ?  To  appropriate  this  Trea- 
fiire,  is  to  recpiye  and  ufe  it  as  our  own  Portion,  Is 
CflRI ST  the  Balm  of  Gtleady  full  of  faving 
Health  ?  To  appropriate  this  Balm,  is  to  take  and 
apply  it  for  the  Recoyery  of  our  own  Souls.  An4 
Wij}loy?   f?fc}i    an    Appropriation,   how  f:?m  W^ 

♦  Htp,  y.  19,  |o. 
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I  tf  tker  be  enriched  by  the  former,  or  healed  by  the 

J  latter? 

I  L^t  me  farther  explain  my  Meaning,  and  exem- 

k  pHfy  the  Portion,  by  confidering  CHRIST  in  his 

I  feveral  Offices.     CHRIS%  as  aPrieft,   is  made 

I  to  guilty  Creatures  Righteoufnefs.     When  We  ap« 

\  propriate  the  Grace  of  our  great  HIGH  PRIEST, 

this  is  the  Language  of  our  Hearts,  In  the  LORD 
haw  I  Righteoufnefs*.'-'CHRISTy  as  a  Prophet^ 
is  made  to  ignorant  Creatures  Wifdom.  When 
We  appropriate  the  Benefits  of  our  unerring  PRO* 
PHET,  this  is  the  Perfuafion  of  our  Souls,  Tho' 
I  fit  in  Darknefs^  the  LORD  will  be  a  Light  unto 
fHef. — CHRIST^  ks  a  King,  is  made  unto  de- 
\  praved  Creatures  Sanftification.  WhenWeappro- 

*  "   priate  the  Munificence  of  our  Almighty  KING, 

this  is  our  comfortable  Truft,  The  LORD  will 

*  deliver  me  from  every  evil  IVork  J. 

*  Ther.  The  Scripture  never  ufes  the  Term  Appro-' 
pri(ai$n.     Will  it  not  draw  off  our  Attention  from 

i  the  Form  of  found  Words,  left  Us  by  the  Apoftlc? 

'  Will  it  not  lead  Us  into  a  Strife  about  Phrafcs,  de* 

vifed  by  human  Wifdom  ?  Perhaps,  bewilder  Us 
among  Oppofitions  bi  Science,  falfely  fo  called  f 
3(>n)e  Perfons,  You  muft.be  fenfible,  have  affirmed  ; 
That  it  is  enough  to  know  the  Truth,  and  be- 
Jievc  what  JESUS  has  done.  According  to  that 
which  is  written  ;  By  his  Knowledge  Jball  my  righteous 
Servant  jujlify  many. 

Jfp.  Do  You  experience  this  to  be  enough,  The^ 
fon  ?  Is  this  fufficient  to  difpel  your  Fears,  and  calm 

your 

f  Ifaif  xU%  94.        f  Mic.  vii.  8.      J  2  Tim.  iv.  iS% 
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your  Confcieoce  ?  Does  this  comfort  yoiur  Heaurl^ 
and  fill  You  with  all  Joy  ? 

The  fcriptural  Knowledge;  that  which  the 
JHDLYGHOST  teaches ;  is  of  the  appropriat-' 
ing  Kind.  And  if  the  Dodlrine  be  contained  ia 
Scripture,  it  fliould  feem  an  over-refined  Scrupulo- 
^tyto  cavil  with  the  Di£iion. 

Bf  bis  Knowledge  Jhall  my  righteous  Servant  juflify 
puuiy.  That  is,  by  the  Knowledge  of  Him,  as 
puf  Atonement,  and  our  Redemption  ;  who  was 
foaunded  for  our  Sins^  and  brutfed  for  our  Iniquiti^. 
Thus  the  Prophet  expounds  his  owb  Text  $  and 
lends  Us  a  Clue,  th^t  may  lead  Us  into  our 
LORD'S  Meaning,  when  He  declares;  This  is 
Life  eternal^  that  they  may  know  Thee  the  only  tru^ 
GOD,  and  JESUS  CHRI ST  whom  Thou  haj 
put.  That  they  may  know  Thee,  O  G  O  D,  as 
completely  reconciled,  and  infinitely  gracious  to 
them.  That  they  may  know  JES  US  CHRIST^ 
as  the  folc  Caufe  of  this  bleiTed  Reconciliation  ;  by 
fatisfying  Juilice,  and  bringing  in  an  everlafting 
J(.ighteoufnefs. 

This  is  confpnant  to  that  general  Maxim,  laid 
Jown  by  the  Apoftle,  TVe  have  known  and  be" 
//Vjifrf— What  ?  That  GOD  is  Love?  This  i$ 
Part  of  the  Truth,  but  not  the  whole. — That  He 
exercifes  it  freely,  and  with  overflowing  Abun- 
dance ?  Neither  does  this  come  up  to  the  Meafure 
tof  the  Believer's  Knowledge.: — But  Wehave  known 
and  believed  the  fpecial,  the  diftinguifliing  Love, 
which  GOD  hath  towards  Us,  in  JESUS  CHRIST, 
— This  is  the  Knowledge,  which  juftifies  the  Un- 
godly, and  fancElifies  the  Sinner.'  In  this  Know- 
-kdgej   You  fee,  there  15  an  Application  to  Oar- 

felves  J 
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felves;  »  Belief  that  the  fileffing  is  our  own ;  pr»  in 
other  Wprd^j  an  Appropriation,  Towards  Us. 

Tier.  So  then  an  Application  to  Ourfelves,  or  a 
Bielief  that  the  Bleffings  of  the  Gofpel  are  our 
o^yn,  is  what  You  mean  by  Appropriation^ 

Jfp.  Add,  our  own  by  Virtue  of  the  divine  Grantt 
and  this  is  my  very  Meaning.  That  an  Appropri* 
ation  of  this  Kind  is  included  in  the  Efience  of 
Faith,  is  the  S^ntinient  I  would  maintain, — Which 
S^ntiment'might  be  confirmed,  if  fuch  Confirmation 
were  demanded,  by  a  Multitude  of  the  ipoft  illuftri^^ 
ous  Witnefles.  Witneffes  fp  illujirious^  that  they 
were  a  Blei&ng  to  the  World,  and  an  Honour  to 
h|iman  Nature.  So  nunureus^  that,  without  giving . 
ap  Abftradt  of  their  Teftimonies,  it  ipight  fe^m  te*^ 
dious  only  to  recite  tjieir  N^me^  *♦ 

i  Tber^ 

*  If  the  Reader  ihould  inquire  after  theii^  Names*  He 
Will  Rndjome  of  them  enumerated  in  the  following  Cist- 
taiogue.  Luther^  dtJ^vin^  Melan&hony  Bexa^  BuUinger^ ' 
Bucefy  Knox^  Craig,  Mel*vri,  Bruce,  Dawidfin,  Forbes,  tec, 
-T-£/fyfwj,  ZancbiuSf  Junius,  Pifcafor,  ReUock^  D(maus, 
Wfndelinusy  Qhamierus,  ^barfius,  Bodiu4y  Pareus,  Mtingius^ 
Triglandii  {Gijhertus  &  Jacobus),  Arnoldus,  Marejius\  the 
four  ProfelTors  at  Leyden,  Walleeus,  Ri'vetus,  Polyander, 
^hyfius ;  WoUebius,  Heideggerusy  EJftnius,  Turrttinus,  &c.— 
^^ny  eminent  J^r/V^  Divines,  ^ifbop  ^^l^/lB^/0ff,  Dante* 
nant,  Halh,  Mr.  Perkins,  Pemble,  Willed  Gouge ^  H^ers^ 
^urgefsy  Oweif,  Majrjhal,  Sec, 

If  we  were  apparently  and  demonftrably  in  an  Error* 
yet,  to  err  with  fuch  Company,  and  in  the  Footftcps  of 
l^ch  Guides,  muft  very  much  tend  to  mitigate  the  Seve- 
rity of  Cenfure.  But,  I  Jjelieve,  fe>vferious  Perfonswill 
venture  to  charge  Error  and  Delufion  upon  fuch  a  vene- 
rable Body  of  Protcftant  Divines ;  fo  eminent  for  their 
^^eaming  ;  fo  exemplary  for  their  Holioefs  ;  and  whofin 
J^t^oqrs  vyei^  fg  rei^arkably  ownc4  by  Q  Q^. 
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•  Tbif.  I  will  difpcnfe  with  your  Recital  of  t 
Names,  only  let  me  have  a  Specimen  «>f  their  1"< 

moaies. 

jffp.  Firft,  let  me  prcfent  You  with  I>r.  Otc 
than  whom  England  has  produced  fe^  Wriu 
either  more  judicious  or  more  devout.  *«  Fail 
*^  He  tells  Us  in  his  Caiecbijm^  is  a  gracious  Refti 
"  upon  the  free  Promifcs  of  GOD  in  y E SL 
♦*  CHRIS  T  for  Mercy,  with  a  jfrjw  Perfwut/Mn  < 
♦*  Heart,  that  GOD  is  z  reconciled  Father  to  L 
**  in  the  SON  of  his  Love." 

Next,  let  me  introduce  an  Author  of  Renown 
firom  our  Sifter  Country,  Scotland.     Mr.  £>az/iJj/k 
aiking,  ^*  What  is  that  Faith,  which  is  the  only 
**  Inftrument  of  this  ftrait  ConjundHon   betweea 
*^  CHRIST  crucified  and  Us  f "  Teaches  his  Dif- 
ctple  to  reply ;   "  It   is  the  fnre  Perfuafi^n  of  the 
**  Heart,  that  CHRIST,  by  his  Death  and  Re- 
**  furreSion,  hath  taken  zvfzy  our  Sins ;  and  cloath- 
-•*  ing  Us  with  his  own  Righteoufnefs,  has  thorough- 
**  ly  reftorcd  Us  to  the  Favour  of  G  O  D." 

To  thefe  I  would  add  the  learneii  and  juftly  cele- 
brated JltingiuSj  Profefforof  Divinity  at //«V^/^/r/. 
**  Faith,  He  fays,  is  a  Knowledge  of  the  Grace  of 
«*  GO D  in  CHR  IS  T,  together  with  a  fiduciary 
**  Reliance  on  it,  or  an  Application  of  it  t#  a  Man's 
*•  own  SelfJ* 

Thefe  Teftimonies  are  but  as  the  Tythe  to  tie 
whole  Crop.  Yet  thefe  arc  more  than  enough  t9 
exempt  me  from  the  Charge  of  Singularity.  Yo}i 
will  not  wonder  therefore,  if  I  ftill  abide  by  the 
^ood  old  Do£irine,  which  is  efpoufed  by  fo  many 
of  the  ableft  Judges  ;  which  was  the  darling  Tenet 
of.  almoft  all  our   Reformers ;  aad  which  is  the 

avowed 
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ijmk  svofwed  Belief,  not  of  si  few  fisgle  Perfoas  ontjr,, 
KonA  but  of  many  famous  Proteftant  Churches. 

Th/r.  Pray  let  me  hear,  what  the  ProteftanCv 
^m  nii  Churches  fay.  Their  Teftimony^  though  not  in- 
Mill  fallible,  is  doubtlefs  very  confiderable. 
?  itm '  -^*  The  Teftimony  of  the  En^lijh  Church  is  al- 
sann  ^^^7  produced.  You  fhall  now  have  the  Declara- 
iQjj  j!  Cion  of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  In  her  national  Co- 
I  jfriAi  ^^^*"^>  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  memorable  Words  j  "  We 
Mi     ^*  deleft  ^^^  refufe  the  ufurped  Authority  of  that 

«<  Rnnan  Antichrift,  his^«if^a/and  doubtfome  Faith.*^ 
yfL  From  which  Words  We  naturally  draw  thefe  two 
«  I  Conclufions — ^That,  fince  the  Poptjh  Faith  is  a  doubt- 
,^  ■  £>me  Faith,  the  Proteftant  Faith  is  an  afiured  Faitb 
^,  — ^That,  fince  the  Popijb  Faith  is  a  general  onc» 
J.  r  the  Proteftant  Faith  muft  needs  be  a  Faith  of  fpeciaf 
f.        Application. 

'^  Now  let  Us  hear  the  unanimous  Suffrage  of  the 

'  Churches  of  the  Palatinate.     It  is  enquired,  in  the 

twenty-firft   Queftion  of    their  public   Catechifm^ 
^7         i<  What  is  true  Faith  ?"  To  which  this  Anfwer  is 

returned.     *'  It  is   not  only  an  Affent  to  all  the 
|fj  <«  Truths,  which  G  O  D  has  revealed  in  his  Word  j 

J7  *'  but  it  is  an  ajfured  Truft,  wrought  by  the  H  O  L  Y 

*  "  SPIRI T  in  my  Heart,  that  Remiffion  of  Sins, 

^  ^*  compleat  Righteoufnefs,   and  eternal  Life  are 


«( 


given;    freely  given,   not   to  others  only,  but 
*'  to  myfelfy    and  all  this,  from  the  mere  Mer- 
J*  *'  cy  of   G  O  D,   through    the   alone    Merits   of 

,  Omitting  the  Confeflions  of  feveral  other  foreign 

Churches,  I  fhall  only  fubjoin  the  Do6lrifie  of  ths 
Dutch  Divines,  as  it  is  delivered  in  their  Brief  Com- 
^indium  of  Chrjftian    Religion,      ^eft.  What   is 

a  ii^cere 
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a  finccre  Faith  ?  Anf.  *«  It  Is  a  fure  Knowledge  6f^ 
••.GOD  and  his  Promifes,  revealed  to  Us  in  the 
•«  Gofpel;  and  a  hearty  Confidence^  that  all  ;»y  Sins 
«  dre  forgiven,  (ot  CHRIST'^  Skke." 
'     With  all  thefe  Teftimonies,  which  are  the  Voice' 
of  Nations,  I  have  the  Happinefs  to  coincide.  Oii- 
ly  fome  of  them  are  much  ftronger,  in  difplaying 
and  maintaining  the  fpcciaj  Fiducidy  or  appropriating 
Perfuafion. — ^F*rom  this  View  of  Things,  You  will 
at  leaft   allow,  that   the  perfonal  Application  of 
CHRIST^  and  theafTured  Confidence  in  CHRIST^ 
arc  not  (as  they  have  very  indecently  been  called) 
the  Fifilon  of  a  crazy  Brain. — Efpecially,  as  I  ap- 
prehend,   the   Determinations  of    Scripture,  ancf 
the  Experience  of  fcripturdl  Saints,  are  all  on  our 
Side. 

Ther.  You  have  now  brought  the  Caufe  to  th^ 
proper  Bar.  When  a  Queftion  fo  important  is  de- 
bated, and  an  Intereft  fo  momentous  is  concerned,  t 
cannot  acquiefce  in  afty  Authority  lefs  than  divine-. 
I  cannot,  and  indeed  I  think,  We  ought  not.  No- 
thing fliould  fatisfy  Us  on  fuch  an  Occafion,  but  the 
Word,  which  is  unerring  and  decifive  ;  the  Word, 
by  which  We  are  to  ftand  or  fall  eternally.  Whence 
does  it  appear,  that  the  Deteriftinations  of  this  di- 
vine Word,  are  on  your  Side  ? 

Jfp.  From  the  nobleft  Defcription  of  Faith, 
which  Language  itfelf  can  form.  The  Writer 
to  the  Hebrews^  having  mentioned  this  Life  of 
Faith,  the  Perfeverance  of  Faith,  and  the  End  of 
Reward  of  Faith,  proceeds  to  a  Definition  of  this 
leading  Grace.  Now  Faith  is  the  Suhjiance  ofThin^i 
h9pedfory  thi  Evidence  of  Things  not  fecn  *. — The 

Eviden.g 
•  Heb.  xi.  I, 


'Evidence^  exhibiting  not  a  faint  Surmife,  but  a 
clear  Demonftration,  both  of  invifible  BlefSngs, 
and  of  our ^ Right  to  enjoy  them.— TA/  Subjianaf^ 
realizing  >what  is  promifed  ;  and  giving  Us,  as  it 
were,  a  Foifeffion  of  good  Things  that  are  remote^ 
a  prefent  Pofleffion  of  good  Things  that  are  futures 
Thif.  What  arethofc  Bleifings,  and  thefegooi 
Thijtgs  ? 

j^p.  I  will  inform  my  Theron;  and  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  from  fuch  Paffagesy  as  ihall  farther  afcer- 
tain  my  Reprefentation  of  Faith. — ^What  fays  the 
Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  ?  /  preached  unto  Ybk  the 
Go/pel  X' — And  What  is  the  Subftance  of  this  evan- 
gelical Meffage  ?  CHRIST  died  far  our  Sinsl.— 
That  fo  exalted  a  Pcrfon  as  the  SON  of  GOD,  anl 
LORD  of  Glory,  fliould^/rVj  is  wonderful— That 
He  ihould  die  for  Sinsy  the  moft  abominable  Ob* 
jefts,  and  for  Sinners,  the  moft  deteftable  Crea- 
tures, is  abundantly  more  wonderful — That  He  . 
ihould  die,  not  for  Sins  in  general,  but  for  ^rSins 
in  particular,  this  is  inexpreffibly  wonderful,  an<l 
at  the  fame  Time  inexpreffibly  cdmfortable — Here 
we  have  the  Gofpel  and  its  capital  Bleffing,  ex- 
preffed  in  this  Propofition,  CHRIST  died  for  Sins. 
Here  We  have  Faith  and  its  principal  Afiing,  ex- 
preffed  in  this  Propofition,  CHRIST  died  for  o\Mt 

SinA 

t  YfforawK.  Perhaps,  the  Reader  may  prefer  Dr.  Dod^ 
dridge^i  Expofition  of  this  PafTage.  Which,  thougli 
fomcwhat  different,  is  truly  excellent.  Faith»  He  (ays^ 
is  the  confident  Expe^ation  of  Things  hoped  for  y  upon  the  Seca- 
rity  of  the  divine  Promife.  It  is  alfo  the  powerfal 
CotrviSion  of  Things  which  are  not  feen^  bat  of  whofe  Ccf- 
tainty  there  is  fuch  a  full  Perfuafion,  that  they  a£t  upmi 
the  Mind,  as  if  they  were  prefent^ 

X  I  Cor.  xy.i,  fl  i  Cor.  xv.  |. 
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Sins.  Till  Ae  formlpr  19  preached,  the  Dodrineij 
pot  Goipel;  till  the  l^^tfer  is  belieired>  it  fhouid  feeix^ 
from  St.  Paulas  Account,  the  Canvi<ftion  ie  not  Faith* 

Let  me  produce  another  Inftance,  extra^cd,  like 
.the  preceding,  from  the  Rolls  of  Heaven.  -This  is 
the  lUcsrtk  that  GOD  hath givtn U Us Hernall^if^ ♦j 
not  propoTed  if,  on  I  know  not  what  Conditions, 
but  hath  given.  Freely  and  fully ;  without  aay  Re- 
ierve;  and  with  a  Liberality  faited  to  hi$  ineom^ 
prehenfible  Goodnefs,  He  hatji  given  the  ricjb^pft'of 
«11  Gift^ ;  and  not  to  fonne  only,  or  to  Odi^s,  but 
to  t/x,  even  to  Us. 

Thr.  To  Us,  that  i«,  to  the  Apoftles  and  their  " 
Fellow-Saint^.     As  the  Epiftle  was  written  by  an 
Apoftie ;  it  is  certainly  addrefled  to  Men  of  like 
Mind ;  to  the  Saints  that  are  upon  thi  Earthy  andfiub 
as  iiccel  in  Virtuf. 

AJp\  True :  but  was  eternal  Life  given  to  them, 
i>ecaufe  they  were  Apoftles  ?  No,  verily ;  but  be- 
caufe  CHR  /STdied  for  them— Did  CHRIST 
die  for  them,  becaufe  they  excelled  in  Virtue  ?  In 
no  wife ;  but  becaufe  they  .were  mifcrable  Sinners. 
—Eternal  Life  was  purchafed  for  them,  when  they 
were  Sinners.  It  was  configncd  over  to  them, 
when  they  were  Sinners.  And  neither  the  Pur- 
chafe,  nor  the  Gift^  were  founded  on  their  being 
Saints,  but  aimed  at  making  them  fo. 

That  CHRISTdiedfor  $ur  Sm— That  GOD 
hath  given  to  Us  eternal  L^— Thefc  are  the  Blaffings, 
of  which  Faith  is  the  Evidence ;  thcfe  -the  geod 
Things,  of  which  Faith  is  the  Subftance.  This  is 
the  Honey  in  the  evangelical  Hive :  and  I  am  at  a 
Ufs  to  conceive,   how  it  is  poffible  to  tafle  die  Ho* 

•  I  Johnv.j^. 
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nejr,  without  fome  Appropriation.of  the  good  Things . 
to  OiirfelvfeS. — This  Appropriation,  if  I  miftake 
not,  is  comprehended  in  the  fcveral  figurative  De- 
fcriptions  of  Faith,  which  occur  in  holy  Writ. 

TA^r.  Favour  me  with  fome  of  thofeDefcrijjtions.  . 
I  "begin  to  fee  a  peculiar  Beauty,,  ahd  an  unequaled 
Richnefs,  in  the  Figures  of  Scripture.  Nothing 
yields  me  a  more  refined  Pleafure,  than  to  inveftigate 
and  difcover  the  exad  Senfe  of  thofe  inftruftive  I- 
magcs.  It  is  fomewhat  like  kindling  the  cohfetrated 
Incenfe :  which,  when  Tifing  in  a*  Fhhie,  difiufed 
Light;  when  fpreading  in  Clbiids  of  Fragrance, 
diftributed  Refreflimcnt.  -      .    *        -  •"  • 

>^.  Faith  is   Ityled,  A  hoking  unto  JESUS*^ 
B"ut  if  We  do  not  look  unto  .7 ^1/5,  as  the'^ro-^ 
pitiation  for  .o\ir  Sins,  what  Cofnfort  or  what  B<Sne- 
fit  can  Wfe  derive  from  the  Sight? — A. Receiving  of 
CHRlSTf.    But  can  I  have  any  Pretence  to  re- 
ceive Him,   and  take  Pofl^ffioii  of  his  Merits,  un- 
lefs  I  am  convinced,  that  they  are,  offered  or  givea 
to  ine?  This  is  what  neither  the  Dictates  of  Con-  " 
fcieicewill  allow,  nor  the  Laws  of  Reafon  autho-  ' 
iizc.^^A Rejiing  updn  CHRISTX.    But  how  can 

"    ■  '  '  'We. 

•  Hebi  xH.  2.  '  t  John  i.  12.  '   ' 

'X  I  fiftd  two  Words  in  'the  Originaly  which  ^xpfcft  the 
Privilege  and  the  Duty  of  rejiing on  CHRIST.  C31 
which  iippli^s  fuch  a  State  of  Acquiefcence^  as  /knees 
the  Clamours  of  Confcience,  and  compofes  the  Pertur- 
.  bation  of  the  Spirit.  rrm^D  Which  fignifies  the  Refrefh- 
mcnt  and  Repoje  of  a  weary  Pilgrim ;  wlien  He  arrives 
at  the  End  of  his  Journey,  and  is  fettled  for  Life  in  a  fe- 
cure,  commodious,  plentiful  Habitation.  P/a!,  xxxviu 
7.  I/ai.  xxviti.  12.— «*lt  is  liot  poffible,  fays  Mr.  Bo/- 
<*  ton,  to  conceive  a  Soul  re/ing  o»  C  H  R I S  T  for  Sal  va-  , 
«<  tion,  without  a  P^rf^afion,  that  it  ihall  have  Life,  and  . 
••'Salvation  through  Himr"  And  I  may  add,  It  is  equally 
Vol.  IIL'  C  «  impoffible. 
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Wc  reft  on,  a  Surtty,  if  Wc  have  no  Perfuafioiiy, 
that  He  has  intcrpofed  on  our  Behalf?  Or  how  con- 
fide in  a  Payment,  which  Wc  believe  to  be  made 
for  others,  not  for  ourfelves  ? — ^Surely,  Tberon^ 
when  I  reft  upon  an  Object,  I  ufc  it  as  my  Support. 
When  I  receive  a  Gift,  I  take  it  as  my  own  Pro-- 
perty.  And  when  the  Ifradites  looked  unto  the  bra- 
zen Serpent,  they  certainly  regarded  it  as  a  Remedy,, 
each  particular  Perfon  for  Himfilf. 

Ther.^  To  caft  Ourfelves  upon CHR IST^za 
all-fufficient  SAVIOUR;  and  rely  on  Him,  for 
our  whole  Salvation ;  .is  not  this  real  Faith  ?  This, 
is  what  I  heard,  fometime  ago,.froni  a  celebrated^ 
Pulpit. 

Jfp.  The  PftriuaCon,  that  CHRIST  is  an  all  fufi- 
fcient  SA.VI  OU  R,  is  undoubtedly  a  Perfuafioa 
of  what  is  true.  But  it  is  ihort  of  the  Truth,  for 
which  I  am  pleading.  Neither  does  it  dome  up  to 
the  I^aith,.  by  which  I  am  faved;.  unlefs  I  honour 
his  declared  Good-will,  as  well  as  his^all-fufficient 
Power ;  and  on  the  Authority  of  the  former,  re- 
gard the  latter  as  my  own. 

You  credit  one  Part  of  the  Report,  that  CHRIST ' 
is  a  fufEcient  SAVIOUR,  on  the  Teftimony  of 
GO  D  who  cannot  He.     Why  ffiould  You  not  cre- 
dit the  fame  authentic  Teftifier  ♦,  when  He  repeat- 
edly 

impofllble, ,  without  fuch  a  Perfuafion»  to  enjoy  the  Ac-. 
quicfcence  or  obtain  the  Repofe,  hinted  in  the  afore-- 
mentioned  Texts. 

*  The  LORD,  fpeakingby  the  Prophet  ^V*&,  fecms 
to*  wonder,  that  any  can  doubt  of  his  Will,  .after  they 
have  heard  his  Call.  "  Wherefore  <wben  I  cam*  was  then 
**  no  Man,  and  'when  I  called  'was  thtre  mnetQ  anj'wer  ? 
*^  I/ai.h  2.  Sure  it  muft  be  owing  to  fomc  Sufpicion  of 
^  my  Power  to  fave.    With  refpeft  to  rny^  Willi«gnefs, 

therv 
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fedly  declares,  that  this  SAVIOUR,  with  all  his 
I  Sufficiency,  is  really  given  to  You  ?  So  given,  that 
I  your  moft  confident  Appropriation  cannot  be  dif- 
I         appointed. 

I  Thi«  is  what  was  taught,  from  the  Pulpit  of  In- 

I         fallibility;  and  by  thofe  firft  of  Preachers,   who 
I         fpake  astheHOLYGHOST  gave  them  Utter- 
I         ance.     Let  the  convinced  Sinner,  and  the  afflifted 
Soul,  trufl  in  the  Name  of  the  L  OR  2>,  ayidjiay  upon 
I         his  GOD.    Let  Him  not  only  reverence  CHRIST^ 
\         as  the  incarnate  GOD,  and  therefore  mighty  to 
I         fave  J  but  look  upon  C  HR  IS  T  as  his  GOD,  and 
I         thereby  made  Redemption  to  Him  in  particular. 
Thus  let  Him  lean  upon  the  ROCK  ♦  of  Ages,  with- 
out indulging  a  Doubt,  concerning  his  Right  to 
I         make  ufe  of  it,  or  the  Poffibility  of  its  falling  him* 
Ther.  To  catt  ourfelves  upon  C HRI St  then^ 
1         according  to  your  Explanation,  denotes  an  Appli- 
I         cation  of  his  faving  Merit  to  Ourfelves. 
I  Jfp.  To <aji0urjelves  upon  CHRIST\  to  caji  »ur 

Bur  den  J  or  to  caJi  all  our  Care  f  upon  the  LO  RD  i 
.are  Metaphors,  which  may  receive  fome  Eluctda* 
tion,  from  an  Incident  recorded  in  the  j£is.  When 
the  Mariners  and  Paffengers,  which  failed  with  St. 
Paul)  faw  their  Veflel  Mattered ;  faw  the  Waves 
prevailing  j  faiV  no  Hope  of  Safety  from  continuing 
in  the  Ship ;  they  caft  themfelvcs  J  upon  the  float*- 
ing  Planks.  They  caft  themfelvcs  upon  the  Planks 
C  c  2  without 

^  there  can  be  no  Room  for  Hefitation.  My  Call  puts 
<*  thi«  Matter  beyond  all  reafonable  Doubt." — 'Therd* 
/pre  He  proceeds,  in  the  following  Words,  to  give  the 
moil  unquellionable  Proofs  of  his  Omnipotence.  //  m 
'  mj  Hand  Jhortenid^  that  it  cannot  redeem  f  &c. 

*  X^>  Ifai.  1.  10.  t  Eff#pfi4.a»Ii^,  i  Pet.  ▼,  ^* 


404      D  I  A  LO  G  U  E    XVIL 

yrithout  any  Scruple,  not  queftiomng  their  RigHt  t9 
make  ufe  of  them;  and  they  clave  to  thofe    Sup-> 
porters  with  a  chearful  Confidence  *,  not  doubting 
but,  according  to  the  Apoftle's  Promife,  they  fhould 
cfcapc  fafe  to  Land,— Be  this  what  People. mean, 
when  they  fpeak  of  venturing  or  casing  themfelve^ 
upon  CHRIST^^ndl  approve  of  the  Expreflion,  I 
fubfcribe  the  Do£b:ine  f.    It  fpeaks  what  I  wifh  for 
my  Friend,  for  myfelf,  and  for  my  Fellow-finncrs. 
Let  Us  (hift  our  Situation,  and  view  the  Point  in 
another  Light.  Confider  the  blefled  and  glorious  Ob- 
jeftofour  Faith.--Ci/iJ/5T'  is  reprefented  by  the 
Similitude  of  Bread,  heavenly  Breads  for  the  hun- 
gry Soul.    Faith  is  charaderized  by  eating  the  Food* 
Can  this  be  done  without  a  perfonal  Application  ? 
-^CHR ISTU  held  forth  under  the  Image  of  liv- 
ing Waters,  ever  running,  and  always  {tgq  for  the 
thirfty  Appetite.    But  let  them  run  ever  fo  copi- 

oufly^ 

•  It  is  queried.  Whether  ijiefe  Peopleclavc  with zcJ^ear- 
fid  Confidence. — To  which  I  anfwer.  It  is  ^certain  that, 
notwithftaBdtng  their  frightful  and  periloas  SituatJOD» 
thp^ere  aU  of  good  Chear.  How  they  couldi  in  jSici 
Circuin|tances,  Be  Jh  aHeded,  without  fome  Deme  of 
Confidence  in  the  Apoftle's  Declaration,  is  difficult  xq 
apprehend. — However,  they  made  Ufe  of  the  Planks, 
without  any  Demur  as  to  the  Matter  of  Right;  and  clave 
to  them  as  confidently,  as  if- they  had  been  bought  with 
their  Money,  and  mar)ced  with  their  Name.'  And  this  it 
the  Point  principally  intended;  thi^  is  the  Scope  princi- 
pally to  be  regarded.  The'Confidencc  of  Appropriation, 
not  the  Afiurance  of  Succefr,  is  the  Thing  to  be  UluC- 
4rated. 

-  t  Such  was  the  Doftrine,  taughtbythatjudicious  WrJ- 
Ur  Mr.  Mo^oH.  "This  Blood  is  former  fays  the  Be- 
•*  liever ;  for  my  Pardon,  my  t^eace,  my  SanfliHcation. 
i<  i^nd  therefore  I  wilhwenfure  my  AU  upon  it,  for  Tin» 
'*  and  for  Eternity."    •    . 
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f^ufly,  let  tlrcm  be  prefented  ever  to  freely,  they 
will  neither  quench  the  Thirft,  nor  refrelh  the  Spi- 
rits, unlefs  they  are  drani  *•  To  do  this  is  the  Bu- 
finefsof  Fzith.^CHRIST  is  defcribed  as  a  Gar- 
ment, to  clothe  the  Naked,  and  beautify  the  De- 
formed. Faith  is  expreffed,  hy  putting  on  this  com- 
inodious  Garment,  and  wearing  this  beautiful  Robe. 
Can  any  Idea,  or  any  Expreffion,  more  ftrongly  de- 
note an  aftual  Appropriation  ? 

ITfer.  It  is  ^evident,  that  many  holy  People  in 
former  Ages,  were  not  poffefled  of  Aflurance. — 
What  is  the  Language  of  David?  It  is  all  Defpon* 
dency,  /  am  caft  out  af  the  Sight  of  thine  Eyes, — To 
the  fame  melancholy  Tune  is  the  Harp  of  v^^A 
ftrung.  Is  his  Mercy  Jean  gone  for  ever?  Doth  his' 
Promife  fail  for  evermore  f-^^The  fam«  jealous  and 
dtftruftful  Air  breathes  ih  the  Complaint  of  the 
Church.  Tie  LORD  hath  forfaken  me^  and  my 
LORD  hath  forgotten  me. — Why  then  fliould 
Afpajio  fet  up  a  Rule,  which  was  too  high  to  be 
r^eached,  ahd  too  ftrift  to  be  obfcrved^  even  by  thofc 
eminent  Saints  ?  ♦ 

Cc  3  Jtfp^ 

*  Thus  the  Church  of  En^nd  eTcplalnd  thofe  myftev 
jrious  ExpreiEons,  Whofo  eateth  my  FUjb^  and  drinketb  nt^ 
Blocd.  In  the  Rubrick  for  adminiflring  the  Sacra'* 
ment  to  the  Sick,  She  makes  this  public  Doclaration  ; 
*^  If  He  do  ftedfaftly  believe,  that  JESUS  CHRIST 
<<  hath  fuffered  Death  upon  the  Crofs  for  Him,  atid  fhed 
"  his  Blood  for  his  Redemption,  earneftly  remembering 
•*  the  Benefits  He  Bath  thereby.  He  doth  eat  and  drink 
«  the  Body  and  Blood  of  our  SJFIO  UR  CHR I  ST, 
"  profitably  to  his  Soul's  Health."— This  fliould  be  of 
fome  Weight;  at  leaft,  with  the  Members  of  our  Church. 
For  my  own  Pan,  I  give  my  Affentand  Confent  moft  rea* 
dily  and  unfeignedly.  Neither  can  I  fee,  how  it  is  pofli< 
He  to  feed  on  the  heavenly  Manna,  any  other  Way. 
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Afp.  You  (hould  raither  a(k ;  Why  have  the  beft 
Judges,  and  the  mod  exemplary  Chriftians,  in  their 
feveral  Writings,  fet  up  this  Rule  ?  Why  have  the 
Apoftlesof  ourLORD,  and  the  SPIRIT  of  our 
GOD,  fpeaking  in  the  Bible,  fet  up  this  Rule  ?-— 
To  which  I  might  reply  j  Becaufe  it  is,  of  all  Pre- 
cepts, the  moft  beneficial.  Therefore,  they  have 
not  fo  much  fet  it  up,  under  the  Notion  of  a  ftri^ 
Rule;  as  they  have  fet  it  forth,  under  the  Charader 
of  an  open  Door  for  the%chief  of  Sinners. 

Your  Complaint,  when  put  into  its  proper  Lan« 
guagc,  feems  to  run  thus ;  *«  Why  muft  We  be 
*'  obliged  to  proceed  uponGOD's  bare  Word?  Why 
«  muft  We  be  obliged  to  truft  in  CHRIST  alone, 
"  or  to  affure  Ourfelves  of  Salvation  by  HIM?'* 
Whereas,  inftead  of  a  Complaint,  it  fhould  be 
Matter  of  Exultation.    We  fliould  rather  exprefs 
Ourfelves  in  this  Manner  5  «  Blefs the  LORD, 
<^  O  my  Soul ;  that  I  a  Sinner,  a  vile  Sinner,  &ould 
«  be  allowed  to  take  CHRIST,  and  all  his  Salva- 
^^  tion,  as  my  own  i  and  thus  to  aflure  myfelf  of 
*•  Pardon,  Holinefs,  and  Glory." 

This  Blefling  was  certainly  enjoyed  by  the  holy 
Men  of  old.  But  Kkc  every  other  Species  of  Feli- 
city in  this  World,  it  was  enjoyed  after  an  imper- 
fcft  Manner. — They  had  an  aflured  Perfuafion  of 
GOD's  prefent  Favour,  and  of  their  own  final 
Happin^fs*  •  Neverthelefs,  thia  afiured  Perfuafion 
was  liable  to  the  Aflaults,  both  of  outward  Tempta- 
tions, and  of  inward  Corruptions.  Which  might, 
for  a  While,  impair  its  Vigour,  or  eclipfe  its  Luftre, 
though  not  deftroy  its  Being.  As,  under  a  tranfient 
Swoon,  the  Spirits  fail,  the  Colour  departs,  but  the 
vital  Principle  fubfifts. 

You 
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You  may  farther  obferve,  concerning  thofe  pious 
iPerfons,  that,  when  they  ccafe  to  exercife  this 
^Confidence  of  Faith,  they  lament  the  Failure ;  7 
Jaid^  this  is  my  Infirmity  ♦.—-They  chide  themfelves 
for  it;  Why  art  thou  caft  dotmy  O  my  Soul? — They 
•encourage themfelves  againft  it ;  HopeinGOD^y  it 
is  thy  unqueftionablc  Privilege. — ^How  could  they 
Ao  this  ?  On  what  Grounds,  or  from  what  Motive  ? 
If  they  had  no  Perfuafion,  that  their  Ranfom  was 
jpaid,  and  their  GOD  reconciled.  Confequently, 
that  all  their  Doubts  were  an  Injury  to  his  Fidelity 
and  to  his  Goodneft. 

Nay,  the  Church,  even  un€cr  her  darkeft  Appre- 
jienfions,  ftill  fpeaks"  the  Sentiment,  ftill  retains  the 
'Grace,  for  which  I  am  pleading.  My  LOR D^  ut- 
tered with  her  Lips;,  argues  an  applicatory  Faith  in 
her  Heart. — So  copious  and  pregnant  are  the  Evi- 
dences of  this  precious  Doftrine !  It  is  confirmed 
%y  that  very  Paffagc,  which  was  produced  for  its 
^Confutation. 

Ther.  If  this  %e  the  Sentiment  of  the  Church  m 
general,  is  it  alfo  the  Temper  ^of  her  particular 
Members  ?  Was  each  of  them  animated  ^by  this  firm 
and  lively  Faith?  . 

Jfp.  Let  thefe  |>articular  Perfons  appear,  and  an- 
iWer  for  themfelves.— Hear  the  Declaration  of  the 
Pfalmift  i  Blefs  the  LOR  X>,  OmySouly  and  all  that 
is  within  me,  blefs  bis  holy  Name  J.  What  is  the  Caufe 
of  this  holy  Tranfport,  and  devout  Praife  ?  Is  it, 
1)ecaufe  GOD  poffibly  ffr<7y,  becaufe  He  probably 
tuillf  Noj  but  becaufe  H£  aduatly  does  forgive: 
Who  forgiveth  all  thine  Iniquities, — Take  notice  of 
yob's  Belief,  and  JoFs  Support,  amidft  his  un- 
C  c  4  example^ 

•^fal.  tcxvii.  10.    t  Pfal.  xlii.  5.'    J  Pfal.  clii,  1,  | 
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cxamplcd  Sufferings.   I kmw  that  my  REDEEMER 
livith  \  not  only  that  there  is  a  Redeemer,  but  that 
'  He  is,  together  with  all  his  faving  BeneiltSy   mint^ 
Which  being  a  Truth  fo  fwcct  and  delightful,  is 
exprcflcd a fcCond  Time;  whom  IJballfeefor  my/elf*^ 
to  my  own  Advantage,  and  for  my  own  Comforts 
I  fhall  fee  him  exerting  his  almighty  Power  and  in- 
finite Mercy,  to  refcue  my  Body  from  the  Grave, 
and  to  deliver  my  Soul  from  Hell. — What  was  /&- 
Atfifittti's  Security,  amidft  the  threatening,  the  tremen- 
dous, the  triumphant  Malice  of  his  own,  and  his 
Country's  Enemies?  Tin  LORD  GOD  is  my  Strength. 
He  fays  not,  I  wtjh^  1  pray^  for  the  divine  Favour, 
and  the  divine  Succour;  but  I  am  perfuaded,  they 
both  are  mine ;  my  ineftimable  Portion,  and  my  in- 
violable Safeguard.   He  will  make  my  Feet  like  HiiuTs 
Feety  fo  that  I  fhall  efcape  fram  all  Danger^  and  He 
will  make  me  walk  upon  mine  high  Places^  beyond  the 
Reach  of  every  Evil  f* 

77;^r.  Is  this  the  Language  of  Believers  under  the 
New  Teftament  Difpenfation  ? 

Jfp.  Under  every  Difpenfation,  Theron. — They 
who  lived  before  the  Law,  were  perfuaded  Xoi  the 
Promifesj  had  not  the  leaft  Diftruft  with  regard  to 
the  Certainty  of  their  Performance.  Nay;  they^w- 
braced  them  |j  as  their  own  j  they  received  them  with 
a  particular  Application  5  and  hugged  them,  as  it 
were,  to  their  very  Souls. — They  who  lived  under 
the  L?i\v  could  fay ;  Jsfar  as  the  Eaji  is  from  the 
Wejly  fo  far  hath  He  removed  our  Trangreffions  from 
Us  §. — Our  Tranfgreffions ;  He  hath  removed  ;  from 
Uj.     This  is  the  Acknowledgment,  not  of  David 

^one, 

*  Job  XIX.  2^,  27.  -fy^Hab.  iii.  19.  t  niMrD«i^,  Hcb. 
;j:i.  I3#  .  || /ra-Ara^tw.  §  Pfal.  ciii.  ia« 
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^lone,  but  of    the  Jiwijb  Church.     Every  true 

JfraetiU  either  made  it,  or  was  authorized  and  ex-* 

exhorted  to  make  it. — And  can  You  iniagine,  that, 

in  the  Days  of  the  Gofpel,  when  our  Advantages 

are  greater  and  our   Light  is   clearer,  our  FaitU 

fliould  be  weaker  I  St.  P$Ur  makes  a  ProfeffioiV, 

which  excludes  all  Doubting  \  I  am  a  IVitnefs  of 

the  Sufferings  of  CHRIST^  and  alfi  a  Partaker 

of  the  Glory  that'Jhall  be  revealed**    St.  Paul  anfwers 

in  the  fame  heroic  Strain;  I amperfuaded  that  neir 

ther  Life^  nor  Deaths  nor  any  Creature^  Jhall  he  able 

to  feparate  me  from  the  Love  of  G  O  D^  which  is  in 

CHRIST  JESUS  my  LORD \.    With  both 

which,  the  Confeffion  of  Faith  recorded  by  St.Luke^ 

is  exaflly  corrcfpondent  5  fVe  believe  that,  through 

the  Grace   of  the  LORD  JESUS   CHRIS% 

We  Jhallbe  faved  even  as  They  %. 

Ther.  Was  not  this  a  Privilege  peculiar  to  the 
Apoftles  ? 

Afp.  By  no  means*  All  Believers  are  Brethren,  and 
\i2iyt  like  precious  Faith, — St.  P/7«/ congratulates  Him- 
felf  and  theChriftians  ztEphefuSy  with  thefe  delight- 
ful Words  i  In  whom  Wehave  Redemption^  through  his 
Bloody  even  the  Forgivenefs  of  Sins.  Forgi\'enefs  He 
mentions,  not  as  a  Bleffing  propofed  for  their  Ac- 
quifition,  but  as  configned  over  to  their  Enjoyment. 
What  was  imparted  to  their  Souls,  and  manifefted 

in 


i  •  I  Pet.  v.  I.  f  Rom.  viii,  29. 


t  A34  XV.  1 1.  This,  Wc  may  obferve,  is  the  Apodle's 
Explanation  of  Faith.;  of  that  Faith,  which  the  Oeittilet 
exei;cifed«  It  is  a  Belief,  that  We  are^  that  ^tjhallht 
.  faved*  Btoth  thefe  Ideas  are  comprehended  in  the  ongi- 
A^lf  .i^^ydniau  We  are  faved,  by  Purchafe ;  fball  be 
iaved,  by  Powtt.  Are  feved  inchoatively  ;  ihall  bt 
iaved  eternally. 
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in  their  Confciences.     Their  prefent  Portion,    as 
well  as  their  future  Plea. — St.  Peter  exhorts  all  his 
Converts,  difperfed  in  various  Parts  of  the  World; 
Gird  up  the  Lions  of  your  Mimi^  and  hope  to4be  End\ 
or,  as  the  Word  fliould  rather  be  tranflated,  hope 
perfedly,  hope  afluredly,  for  the  Grace  that  is  to  be 
ir&ugljt  unt9  Ym  at   the   Revelation  &f  y£SUS 
CHRISTY   Maintain,  not  a  dim,  but  a  bright 
Hope;  not  a  wavering,  but  a  fteady  ExpcSation,  of 
eternal  Life.  That  free,  but  grand  Gift,  of  which  the 
LORD  JESUSy  at  his  fecond  Coming,  will 
certainly  make  you  Partakers. — ^The  Apoftle,  writ- 
ing to  his  Hebrew  Converts,  encourages  them  all  tip 
bold  f aft  the  Confidence — 

JT>er.  Confidence!  This  is  a  ftrong  and  bold 
Word.  It  has  fometimes  given  me  a  little  Difguih 
But  recollecting,  that  it  is  foripciiral,  I  ar^de  no 
ObjcSion.  However,  I  would  gladly  know,  to 
what  It  refers. 

jffp.  To  their  final  and  everlafting  Salvation.  It 
is  explained  by  the  facrcd  Writer  Himfelf.  Knowings 
that  Ye  have  in  Heaven^  a  better  and  a  more  enduring 
Subftance,  This  is  the  Confidence,  which  they  are 
excited  to  hold  faft.— He  adds,  and  the  Refoicing 
4f  Hope^  firm  unto  the  Endf.  Whence  it  appears, 
that  a  Hope  amounting  to  Confidence,  and  the 
Joy  which  naturaUy  refults  from  fuch  a  Hope, 
were  the  common  Portion  of  Chriflians  ;  pofleiTed, 

jiot 

•  iPrf,  i.  13-  £k«73b«  or  /KijjpTiXsfy  SfgRyyTothe 
End*  But  Tt?uiA;$,  as  far  as  I  can;  reicoiledty  is  never  ufed 
in  this  Sen&9  either  by  facred  or  pfofime  Writers*  It 
-mvf  be  rendered  perfta^  n^gi^y  ve^  this  Comic^tioii, 
eiunfirmd  Fidmcim,  with  a  firm  Afiance.. 
t  Heb.  iii.  6. 
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jiot  barely  by  fome  few  exalted  Saints,  but  by 
the  Followers  of  JESUS  in  general.— I  might 
bring  many  more  Ififtances.  But  why  fhould  L 
multiply  Proofs  ?  Since  the  beloved  Difciple  de- 
clares ;  Tiefif  Things  have  I  written  untoTon^  that  fo- 
Ueve  on  the  Name  of  the  SON  of  GO  Z),  that  Ye  may 
know  that  Ye  have  eternal  Life  ♦. 

Ther.  True,  Affafio.  This  coincides  with  my 
Apprehenfions.  The  Scriptures  were  written — firft, 
that  We  may  heheve^  and  be  entitled  to  eternal  Life 
—next,  that  We  may  have  the  Knowledge  of  our 
Belief,  and  a  Corifcioufnefs  of  our  Title,  The 
Apoftle  fuppofes  his  Correfpondents  to  pofiefs  the 
former,  yet  not  to  have  attained  the  latter. 

j1^.  Is  it  certain,  that  He  makes  fuch  a  Suppod* 
tion  ?  He  writes,  I  imagine,  not  with  a  View  of 
leading  them  to  either,  but  of  confirming  them  in 
both.-— He  intimates,  that  the'  Privilege  and  the 
Comfort  fhould  go  together.  If  We  believe,  that 
CHRIST  is  our  Surety ;  We  would  be  perfuad- 
ed,  that  He  has  paid  our  Debt,  and  fatisfied  Juftice 
to  the  very  uttermoft  Farthing.  If  We  believe, 
that  CHRIS  T  is  our  Bridegroom  ;  We  fhovld  reft 
aiTured,  that  his  Righteoufnefs,  his  Inheritance,  and 
bis  Kingdom  are  ours.  And  why  fliould  We  take 
Pains  to  feparate,  what  G  O  D's  Word  and  the  very 
Nature  of  Things  have  united?  Will  this  turn  to 
our  Advantage  ?  Muft  it  not  ifTue  in  our  Lofs?—  • 
Befides,  according  to  your  own  Interpretation, 
whoever  falls  fhort  of  this  chearing  Know- 
ledge, falls  fhort  of  one  great  End  for  which  the  . , 
Scriptures  were  written.  He  receives  not  his  full  j 
Reward.    He  only  gleans,  where  He  might  r^j^.  j 

Or  I 

•  1  Johnv.  13^ 
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Or  rather.  He  is  toffcd  on  the  Ocean:  wher*aj^ 
they  ibatMi€vey  have  gained  the  Port  $  have  dropped 
th-^ir  Anchor;  and  etU^r  into  Reji  ♦. 

7i^.  Believed!  What?  That  our  Sins  are  laid 
upon  CHRIST?  That  He  was  obedient  in  our 
Stead  ?  That  all  fpiritual  Bleffings  are  thereby  pro- 
cured for  our — even  for  cur  Enjoyment  I  Is  this  the 
Faith,  which  the  Apoftle  means  ? 

jtfp.  The  BleiSngs  You  have  enumerated,  art 
the  Sum  and  Subftance  of  the  GofpeL  And  I  knovr 
of  no  other  j  unifying  Faith,  but  that  which  relates 
to  the  Gofpel,  and  believes  its  Report  f.  Nor  cart 
I  think,  that  any  other  Belief  will  adminifter  the 
Tranquility,  or  produce  the  Reft,  fpecified  by  the 
Apoftle. — But  why  this  infignificant  Expreffion^ 
/  thini  f  Hear  a  better  Judge,  and  a  more  authentic 
Witncfs.  Hear  what  a  celebrated  Divine  and  an 
admired  Poet  fays,  upon  the  Subjeft,  Who  has 
very  happily  ftated  the  true  Nature  of  Faith  j  that 
great  Duty,  and  great  Privilege,  of  the  Gofpel ! 

O  !  for  afirm^  a  lafltng  Faith^ 
To  credit  what  the  Jlmighty  faith  ! 
T^  embrace  the  Promife  of  bis  Sony  • 
jfnd  call  the  Joys  of  Heaven  aur  own  ! 

Our  own!  If  We  omit  this  Circumftance,  how  poor 
and  mean  a  Thing  is  Faith !  Unworthy  to  be  diftin- 
guiflied,  as  the  leading  Doctrine  of  the  whole  Bi- 
ble. Scarce  worthy  of  a  fingle  Wifli  from  any 
One,  pr  of  another  Word  from  Us. — If  We  do 
not  comprife  this  in  our  Faith,  what  do  Wc  more 
than  apoftate  Spirits  ?  They  are  perfuaded,  that 
CHRIST  and  his  Benefits   are  beftowed  on   the 

•  Heb.iv.  3,  f  Ifai.  liii.  I. 
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JLle&j  on  the  Conyerted,  on  Believers.  But  they 
cannot  believe,  that  GOD  gives  CHRIST  and 
all  fpiritual  Benefits  to  them.  They  have  no 
Ground  for  calling  thefeBlcffings  their  awn. 

Here,  I  find,  lies  the  Core  and  Root  of  our  Con* 
troverfy.  This  is  the  prccife  Point  to  be  fettled  ;^ 
What  it  is  to  belitve  f  What  is  included  in  this 
very  important  Word  ? — This  Qiieflion  might  re- 
new our  Difpute,  and  caufc  the  paft  Arguments  to 
recur.  Whereas,  I  would  gladly  get  rid  of  Difpu- 
^tton«  We  have  already  been  too  long  detained  in 
tfaefe  disagreeable  Paths.  However,  fince  You  have 
given  the  Occalion,  let  me  avail  myfelf  of  another 
Text  or  two.  For  I  would  willingly  drive  this  Nail 
to  the  Head ;  and  not  leave  my  Friend  unconvinced^ 
pn  a  Subjeft  of  the  utraoft  Confequence. 

The  LORD  declares  by  his  Prophet,  7,  even  I 
(mi  Ht^  that  blottetb  c^t  thy  Tranjgrefflons,  To  be- 
lieve, is  to  fubfcribe  this  Declaration  ;  to  fubfcribe 
with  our  Hand,  and  profefs  from  our  Heart, 
"LORD  it  is  done,  as  Thou  haft  faid."— Faith 
is,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  the  Echo  of  the  divine  Voice. 
It  eagerly  catches,  and  pundlually  reverberates  the 
joyful  Sound*  Does'G  O  D  fay,  T'heu  art  my  Pe(h- 
fie?  Faith  replies,  Thou  art  my  GOD:  not  barely 
dcfiring,  but  confidently  averring,  an  Interefl  in 
his  Favour.  This  Explanation  of  Faith,  is  given 
lis  by  a  Wifdom,  which  cannot  be  deceived ;  by  a 
Fidelity,  which  caimot  deceive  *.— Once    more.  • 

Our 

*  Hof.  ii.  23.  It  may  not  be  impertinent,  and  it  will 
be  vtry  comfortable  to  obfcrve ;  That  this  Pafiage  rc- 
fpcftsy  not  a  virtuous  and  obedient,  but  a  wicked  and  re- 
bellioits  People.  O  O  D  commands  even  themy  who  hsd 
ikitherto  ivauced  altogether  in  finful  Courfes*  to  call  Him 
tiitii  Fahfr^  in  the  '^tif  firft  Step  of  their  Return. 
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Our  LORD   bears  this  Tcftimony  concemins 
Thomas;  Thomas^  thou  haft  helitvid.    Now  then,   I 
think,  Wc  have  an  infallible  Touchflone.     Pro- 
vided We  can  difcovcr,  what  that  is,  which  y  E^ 
SU5  CHRIST  czLls  Believing.  Whatever  it  be, 
it  is  the  Determination  of  Truth  itfelf ;  and  Ihould 
pafs  for  a  Verdift,  from  which  there  lies  no  Appeal. 
And  this,   this  is  the  Confeffion,   which  Thomas 
made,    and    to  which  CHRIST  refers;     My 
LORD9  and  my  GOD  *.  This,  this  exprefies,  what 
our  Divine  MASTER  calls  Believing.     When, 
therefore,  Wc  confefs  with  our  Lips,  and  are  per- 
fuaded  in  our  Hearts,  that  JESUS  is  cur  L  ORD, 
who  bought  Us  with  his  Blood;  that  JESUS  it 
$ur  GODj  who  will  exert  all  his  adorable  Pcrfedi- 
ons  for  our  Good ;  then  We  truly  believe.     We 
believe,  in  our  S  A  VI  OUR's  Senfe  of  the  Word, 
We  have  that  Faith,  which  He  allows  to  be  ge- 
nuine. 

Ther.  Is  this  the  conftant  Language  of  Faith  ? — » 
According  to  this  Account,  there  is  no  Difference 
between  the  Infant  and  the  Adult;  between  the  new- 
born Babe,  and  the  full-grown  Man  in  CHRIST. 
Your  fpiritual  Children,  Afpajio^  muftbe  Men  from 
their  Birth  ;  nay,  born  in  all  the  Vigour  of  Man- 
hood.   Whereas,  the  Apaftle  makes  an  evident  Dif- 
ference between  the  Babesy  the  young  Men^  and  the         j 
Fathers ;  between  Faith,   the  Affurance  of  Faith, 
and  the  full  Affurance  of  Faith.     If  We  are  told 
of  a  Patriarch,  who  vfz.sjlrong  in  Faith;  We  read 
of  fome  Roman  Converts,  who  were  weak  in  the  Faith ; 
and  We  hear  our  LORD  fpeaking  to  Difciples, 
who  y^cre  fearful  and  of  little  Faith. 

•  John  x^,  28,  29". 
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Between  Faith,  and  the  full  AflTurance  of 
Faith,  the  Apoftle  makes  a  DiiFerence.  The  one  is 
t&e  moft  exalted  Pitch,  where  the  other  is  but  an  itiN- 
ferior  Elevation..  Yet  both  ace  Rounds  of  the  fame 
Ladden  I  daa't-reincmber,  that  the  facred  Writer 
any  where  diftinguflies  between  Faithand  Aflunmce- 
HffK  and  IIeir«idiHrt(,  Faiih^XiA  Confidence^  are  joined, 
in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Ephefians^  It  is  the  Opinion  of 
the  beft  Grities,  that  the  Scnfe  of  the  latter  is  in- 
cluded in  the  former.  7*he  Critic's  Opinion  is  con- 
firmed by  the  ^oftle's  Manner  of  fpeaking,  fp^e- 
have  jfccefs  with  Confidence  through  Faith^ .  Could, 
yonder  Sun  diffufe  Warmth  througk  the  Air,  if  it 
had  no  Warmth  in  itfelf?  ImpoffiM^!  No  more- 
c6uld  Faith  produce  Confidence  in  the  Believer,  if^ 
in  its  own  Natiu'e,  it  did  not  contain  the  fame. 

The  Cafe  of  liule  Faith,  I  thinks  may  be  ex- 
plained from  our  L  O  R  D's  own  Expoftulation  ;, 
O  Thou  of  little  Faith^  wherefore  di'dft  Thou  doubt  ? 
Here  was  a  Faith,  not  onty  in  CHR  TS  T's  Power^ 
but  aHb  in  hi«  WilL  Nay ;  here  was  an  approprl- 
atuig  Faith,  by  which  the  Apoftle  applltd  both  tor 
himfelf.^^*' J  verily  believe,  that  my  Divine  M  AS- 
*^<TER  IB  able  to  pwferve  mc,  eyen  though.  I 
*^  venture  ta  tread  upon  this  tempeftuous  Sea.  t 
^  am  perfuaded  likewife,  that  He  will  uphold  me^ 
^  and  not  fuffer  his  Servant  to  perifli  in  the  hazard  ^^ 
*<  ous  Enterprizc."  Nothing  lefs  than:  this  could' 
have  produced  that  hazardous  Enterprize,  or  haver 
emboldened  Him  to  walk  upon  the  rolling  Billows. 
.  Do  You  not  difcern,  in  this  Hiftance,  foroe  De- 
gree of  perfonal  Application^  fome  real  AiTuranctt' 
^  Faith?  *X\^  true,  this  Faith  was  violently  af- 

faulted 
•  Eph,  ill.  k^;. 
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faulted  by  Doubts,  and  greatly  infeebled  by  Fears*, 
yet  ftill,  it  was  of  the  applicatory  Kind.  He  can^  Hi 
willj  wcrecxprcffivcof  its  Nature ;  though  the  boi- 
.fterous  Winds,  and  the  terrifying  .Appearance  of 
Things,  almoft  drowned  its  Voice,  or  iliiled  the 
Words  in  their  Utterance* 

Ther.  If  You  allow  no  Difference  beti^een  Faith 
and  ConAdence,  I  am  very  fure>  St.  ^obn  puts  a 
Difference  between  Babes ^  yotmg  Mni^  znA,  Fathers^ 

Jfp,  He  does,  Tberon*  And  fo  would  I.  Nei- 
ther can  I  think  of  any  Thing  more  proper  to  ex- 
plain my  Meaning,  or  eflabliih  my  Tenet,  thaa 
your  own  Comparifon.— In  fome  fruitful  Family, 
You  may  fee  Q{)e  Child  in  Leading-Strings  $  ano- 
ther able  to  walk  by  itfelf;  a  third  come  home, 
improved  and  cultivated,  from  the  School  of  Li' 
terature.  Obferve  their  Speech.  One  lifps  out  a 
few  broken  Sentences ;  another  talks  intelligibly} 
but  very  incorreftly  j  the  laft  has  learned  to  cxprefs 
Himfelf  with  tolerable  Propriety.    Yet  each  fpeaks 

the 

•  I  muft  t)eg  of  the  candid  Reader,  to  take  particuitf 
Notice  of  this  limitation ;  and  muft  intreat  theimpar-^ 
tial  Examiner*  not  to  forget  this  Conceffion.  W«  no 
where  fuppofe,  that  a  Freedom  from  all  Fears,.  an<l  ^ 
Superiority  to  all  Doubts,  are  efTential  to  the  Believer, 
or  form  his  invariable  Chara^er.  We  fpeak  of  V^ith 
confidered  iff  it/el/i  and  only  affirm,  that  an  appropriating 
Perfaafion,  or  an  Afliirance  of  Salvation  by  CHRISff 
is  its  true,  genuine,  adequate  Nature.  That  wbicK 
properly  anfwers  to  the  divine  Report,  and  to  the  divine 
brant  ofaSAVIOUR.  That  which  propcrhr  takes 
hold  of,  and  depends  upon,  the  Faithfulnefs  of  G  0D> 
pledged  in  his  Word,— This  AfTurance,  We  allo^y  Jn*y 
be  encumbered  with  Doubts,  and  may  conliift  withFear** 
But  Hill  it  is  AJfurance — real  AfluranCe — and  fruvti  Itft" 
to  be  fuch,  by  oppofing  and  ftruggling  with  the  con- 
trary Principle. 


DIALOGUE    XVIL      417 

the  fame  Language,    notwithftanding  the  various 

JDegree*  of  Fluency  in  their  Utterance,   or  Purity 

in  their  Diftion.— So  Faith  always  fpeaks  one  and 

the  fame  uniform  Language.     Whether  (he  lifps  or  i 

ftammers  ;  whether^  She  whifpers  in  faint  Accents,  1 

or  raifes  her  Vc>ice  in  a  more  manly  Tone  j  this  is  j 

ftill  the  unvaried  Import  of  her  Speech  \   GODy 

even  our  own.  GODy  will  give  Us  his  Blejjing. — Can 

You  forget,  how  St.  yohn  addreffes  even  his  little 

Children  i  I  write  unto  ToUy   little  Children^  hecaufi 

your  Sins  AKE   forgiven*. 

Ther.  Will  not  this  Account  difcourskge  fome,' 
and  ofFend  others,  whofe  Experience  com^s  {hort 
of  any  fuch  Perfuafion? 

Jfp.  I  would  not  offend  the  meaneft,  rtor  dif-'  . 
courage  the  weakcft  of  my  R  E  D  p  E  M  E  R's  Str-» ' 
'        vants.7— As  for  Offence ;   that  cannod  be  given,^  and 
!        ought  not  to  be  taken,  when  all  we.  advance  is* 
I        ftrifily    conformable    to    tEe    unerring    Oracles.  , 

'  Whereas,  to  qualify  and  attenuate  the  fcriptural 
Defcriptions  of  Faith,  in  Complaifance  to  our  own 
Experience-^to  make  the  unhappy  Flu&uations  and 
unworthy  Sufpicions,  which  pofiefs  the  Breafts  of 
fome  particular  Chriftians — to  miake  them  the  Rule  - 
of  explaining,  or  the  Meafure  of  enforcing  fo  ca- 
,  pital  a  Duty ;  this,  fMre,  would  hfi  an  Offence  to 
G  O  D,  an  Injury  to  his  Word,  and  detrimental 
to  the  Welfare  of  Souls. 

With  regard  to  Dififiuragement ;  I  cannot  con-^ 
ceive,  how  this  (hould  enfue,  from  infpri^ing  Sin- 
ners, that  they  have  a  Right  to  apply  CflRIST^ 
i        and  all  CHRIST'S  Merits  to  themfelves :  or 
I        from  exhorting  Sinners  to  do  this,  widiout  any 
I  Vot.IIL  ^.  ^         •     Hefitation, 

*  1  John  ii.  12. 
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Hefitation,  and  with  a  refolute  Dependence.  Xa 
this  Cafe,  to  doubt  is  to  be  difcouraged.  As  muchi 
as  You  want  Certainty,  fo  much  You  want  Con- 
folation.  The  proper  Way  to  comfort  thefe  dif- 
treflcd  People,  is,  not  to  allow  but  to  diffipate  their 
Doubts  ;  to  blow  away  thofe  dead  Aflies,v  that  the 
fmothered  Embers  may  ihine  and  glow. 

Were  We  to  inquire  after  the  Caufe  of  that 
Dlfquietude  and  Defpondency,  which  are  fo  com- 
mon among  nudem  Profefibrs,  I  am  inclined  to 
fufpedl.  We  Ihould  find  it  lying  hid  in  their,  wrong. 
Apprchen(ions  both  of  CHRI&T^  and  of  Faith. 
-«-They  look  upon  C HRIS%  as  artgocous>  aod' 
forbidding  Monarch,  who  infifls  upon  (oms  hard 
Term9<  and  high  Qtisdificanions.  Whereas,  his 
Heart  and  his  Arms  are  ever  open*  Hh  Ef«art  as^ 
open^  s^  infinite  LoKecaitfet  it  >ht&  Armsaacypen,  as 
iidimte  Merit  can  make  them.— *They  look  upon 
Fsuth»  as.  containing  a  Poifibility  only,  or  ait  m€>ft  a^ 
Probability  of  Salvation  through  bi$  Name.  It  is. 
with  them  x  Kind  of  Piradventare.  A  Situation  of 
Mind,  flu&uating  and  pendulous.  **  Perhaps,  i 
*^-  may  fuccced,  and  be  eternally  bleffed.  Perhaps, 
<<  I  may  be  rejeS^d,  and  eternally  rui^ned;^*  Such 
a  State  of  Sufpttife,  in  an  Affair  of  everiafting; 
Conf€(|tteace,,  cannot  but  create  Uneafinefs  and^ 
Anxiety. 

This  Uneafinefs  and  Anxiety  feem  to  have  Been  • 
little  known,  in^  the  earlier  and  better  Days  of  the 
Church.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  Chriftrans  were  rfiea 
eicpofed  to  the  Slage  of  Perfecution  ?  Becaufe  they 
wdre  placed  nearer  the  Time  of  CMRIST^s  per- 
for^al  Abode  on  Earth?  I  rather  thfnk,^  becaufe 
they- were  taught  this  particular  and  comfortablet 

Applicatioa- 
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A pplkatioft of  CHRIST  tudhk  Righ teoufnefs. 
ThejF  excrcifed  a  confident  AKiance  on  JE  S  USi, 
as  tkeir  own  REDEEMER;  and  were  fhewn 
,  a  nu>r&  direil  Way  to  obtain  this  blefled  Confi- 
I  dence,  than  merely  to  fearch  after  their  oWa  re- 
newed QiialitieJl. 

iter.  Surely,'    Jfpafio^    in   this  Particular  Yoti 
differ,  not  from  me  only^.  but  from  the  Generality 
^f  the  Orthodox. 
'  Afp.  I  ani  fofry  to'  find  myfelf  iltlder  a  Nc&fTity 

^  6f  differing  frotn  any  worthy  Pc?fforis,  mitch  mdfe 
'  df  difagreeing  with  the  Generality;  This  I  can 
'  ftfdy  arerj  that  it  is  not  frotti  an  Aflfeaatioh  of 
•  Nbvdtyj  or  any  Fondnefs  for  Difputing,  but  from 
^  *finterefted  Regard  to  the  Truth  of  the  Gofpel. 
i  I  fhould  be  glad  to  haVe  the  Goncnrrehce  of  all  the 
f  .  SeriouSj  and  sd!  the  l^ious.  But  I  dare  not  pur- 
(  chafe  their  Approbatiort,  Tdare  not  attempt  a  Coali- 
!  tion  of  Sentiments,  by  diminilhiiig  the  boimdleft 
I  Riches  of  Qrace^  or  liellrifHng  the  abfplute  Free-* 
;  ^  flcfs  of  Salvation  by  CHRIIS  t. 
I  You  We  pleafed  to  remind  me  of  the  Orthodoic. 

PtTcf^  my  dear  Friend,  what  is  the  Standard  erf"  Or- 
thodoxy ?— ils  it  thfe  Word  of  Revelation  ?  Thi» 
l|)ealcs  once,  yea  twice,  liay  fonic  Hundreds  of 
Times  in  our  Favoiiri-^Is  it  the  Doflrine  df  ont 
Reformers  from  Popery  ?  With  thefe  We  jal  not^ 
but  CKa£Hy  harmonize.-^— Is  it  to  be  taken  from  the 
6M  Gonfeffions  of  Faith,  aitd  the  Gatecht^s  of 
I         proteftant  Ghurthes  ?   To  thefe  We  appeal,  and 
I        have  the  SamSlion  df  their  Authority.^— Has  th«[ 
,         modern  Way  of  treating  and  ftating  this  motnentoua 
,        Sitbjed  fo  much  t^^  alledge  fbr  its  Suf^poit  ?• 


I 
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Let  mc  farther  alk— Arc  We  better  than  our  Fa- 
thers ?  Is  Chriftianity  in  a  thriving  Condition,  or 
praftical  Religion  on  the  advancing  Hand  ?  The 
Revcrfe,  the  melancholy  Reverfe  is  undeniably  true. 
-^Whcn  our  Writers  enforced,  and  our  Preachers 
urged,  what  I  am  defending,  Profeflbrs  were  alive, 
and  animated  with  the  Power  of  Godlinefs.  Where- 
as, now  We  feem  to  be  dfegenerated  into  the  mere 
Form.  We  have  a  Name  to  liviy  but  are  languid, 
liftlefe,,  and  if  not  dead*^  yet  ready  to  die.— It 
behoves  Us  therefore  to  conlider,  whether  the  Dc-. 
clenfion,  the  Decays,  the  Unfruitfulnefs,  {o  ]\x&lj 
lamei^ted  in  the  prefcnt  Age,  may  not  be  owing  to 
the  Abfence  of  this  appropriating  Belief^  of  this 
aflured  Perfuafion. 

.  A  fweet  AfTurance  of  Pardon,  a  comfortable  Per- 
iiiafion  of  our  Reconciliation  with  GOD,  an  eih^ 
blifhed  Hope  of  eternal  Glory  through  JESU& 
CHRIST;  thefe  will  be  operative  in  the  Soul,  as 
«  a  Torch  in  the  Sheaf."  Thefe  wiH  inkindlc 
Love,  and  increafc  Watchfulnefs  5  thefe  will  beget 
the  true  Humility  of  Mind,  and  work  an  unfeigned 
Abhorrence  of  Sin  }  thefe  will,  enlarge  the  Heart 
witiv  Charity,  and  exalt  the  Affe&ions  above  the 
World.  Thefe  arc  the  proper,  and  the  only  effec- 
tual. Means  of  making  the  Man  of  GOD  perfi9^ 
that  is,  thoroughly  fumijhed  to  every  good  Work  f- 

But 
•  Rev.  iii,  i. 
+  For  the  Difplay  and  Confirmation  of  thefe  Points,  I 
do,  with  grefat  Pleafure,  and  without  any  Diffidence,  re- 
fer to  Mr.  Marshal'/  Go/pel  Myftery  of  Sanaifovtj^' 
Which  J  ihall  not  recommend  in  the  Style  of  a  CritiCf 
nor  like  a-Reader  of  Tafte,  hot  with  all  the  Simplicity 
©f  the  weakeft  Chriftian  \  Im^an,  from  n^  onun  Expe- 

ricncc 
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But  the  doubting  Frame  is  not  fitted  to  yield  any 
of  thefe  Fruits.  Nay,  I  am  apprehenfive,  there 
»are  feveral  Graces,  which  can  hardly  be  exercifed, 
feveral  Duties,  which  can  fcarcely  be  performed, 
So  long^  as  this  Spirit  of  Diffidence  prevails. 

Tier.  Name  them,  Ajpafto. 

Afp.  I  am  afraid,  left  I  fliould  feem  to  arrogate 
the  Office  of  a  Teacher ;  which  neither  becomes 
my  Condition,  nor  is  agreeable  to  my  Temper. 

^er.  I  befeech  You,  my  dear  Frirtid,  let  Us 
wave  Ceremony,  and  have  nothing  to  do  wkh  Com- 
pliments. My  Soul  is  in  jeopardy.  My  prefertt 
« Comfort,  and  my  everlaftingHappinefs,  are  at  flake. 
And  fhall  We  fufFer  any  little  Pundilios  to  overbear 
fuch  weighty  Confiderations  ? 

D  d  3  JSuppofe, 

;  nence.  To  me  it  has  been  made  iingularly  inflnsdive, 
comfortable,  ufeful.  Thqugh  I  have  often  read  it,  I 
am  never  weary  of  reading  it.  And  every  frefh  Perufal, 
(till  gives  mefrefli  Improvement,  Confolation,  and  fpiri- 
tual  Strength.  Infomuch,  that  was  I  to  be  baniihed  in- 
to fome  defolate  Ifland,  poiTefled  only  of /ouo  Books  be- 

*  fides  my  Bible,  this  ihould  be  one  of  the  two ;  per- 
haps, the  firfl  that  I  would  choofe. 

Should  any  Perfon,  hitherto  a  Stranger  to  the  Work, 
purchafe  it  on  this  Recommendation,  i  mnft  deiire  to 
luggejft  one  Caution — That  He  be  not  furprifed^,  if,  in 
the  Beginning,  He  meets  with  fomething  new^  and  quite 
out  or  the  common  Road.  Or,  if  furprifed,  that  He 
would  not  be  offended,  but  calmly  and  attentively  pro- 
ceed. He  will  &nd  the  Author's  Defi^n  opening  itfelt 
by  degrees.  He  will  difcern  more  and  more  the  Pro- 
priety of  his  Method.  And  what  might,  at  the  firft 
View  appear  like  a  Stumbling-block  ;  will  prove  to  be 
a  fair  compendious,  ample  Avenue— to  the  Palace  of 
yr«//&— to  Ae  Temple  of  ^(?//»5/5— and  to  the  Bowefs  ♦ 
/  Haffine/s^ 


422      PIALGGUE    XVa. 

Suppofc,  You  are  a  Toacfaer ;  I  have  gceat  Need^ 
find  am  very  dellrous,  to  become  your  Scholar. 
For  I  freely  con£^,  that,  knowing  as  I  may  ieem 
in  other  Inflanc^»  I  am  very  ignorant  in  the  gpreaft 
Peculiarities  of  the  Gofpd.  And  a  Heathen  ixreuld 
reproach  me,  if  I  (hould  choofe  to  continue  in  Ig. 
iiorance,  rather  than  fubmit  to  Inforn^vtipti. 

.    Cur  nefiire^  pudens  prave^  quam  difcere  mallepi  ♦  f 

Na^ ;  though  I  have  read  the  Scriptures  in  a  critical 
View,  I  have  been  an  utter  Sranger  to  their  fpiri- 
tual  Meaning,  (lere,  I  am  uninftni£bsd  9»  a  Badbe; 
here,  therefore,  I  ought  to  be  teadablfs  as  a  Babe, 
Yes  ;  in  this  refped  I  would  become  9^  a  UuU 
Childy  that  I  may  enter  into  the  KnQwledge>  and 
poflTefs  the  Privileges  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven. 

J/p.  Your  Anfwer,  Therouj  fhall  be  a  Law.*? 
Love  to  GODy  is  the  firft  Commandment ;  am} 
without  all  Pcradventure,  is  the  principal  Grace. 
But,  is  it  eafy,  is  it  poi&ble  to  love  G  O  I>9  before 
We  have  ^y  Perfuafion  of  his  Love  to  Us  ?  This 
'  is  what  the  Apoftles  ^id  not,  could  iipt  do.  And, 
if  ite>^ceeded  /i^Wr  Ability,  it  will  doubtlefsbe  above 
the  Reach  of  ^iir  Capacity,  The  Thing  may  be 
attempted  \  the  Praftice  may  be  urged.  We  mty 
fee  the  Ncccffity  of  it,  and  defirc  to  perform  it. 
But  we  fliall  never,  never  be  able  to  e;cercife  it,  till 
We  have  fomc  comfortable  Apprehcnfion  of  GOD's 
Reconciliation  and  good  Will  to  Us.  We  love 
HIM — Wherefore?  From  what  Inducement? 
Becaufe  HE  firft  loved  Us  f  j  and  becaufe  this  Love 
t^ath  been  made  evident  to  our  Confciences,  by  tie 
Ligbt  of  Faith.  '  •  : 

WKa^ 
?  Hoi^.  I  I  John  iy.  ;p.  * 
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What  think  You  of  Delight  in  GOD?  This 
Alfo  is  a  chriftian  Grace ;  of  cnoinent  Diftindllon, 
and  unfpeakable  Value.  But  haw  can  Two  wall 
/together^  except  they  he  agreed  ?  We  never  covet  an 
Xntimacy  with  the  Perfon,  who  declares  Hinifelf 
^ur  fincmy.  Nay,  if  there  be  only  a  Suljpicion, 
ihatHe  bears  Us  a  fecret  iB  Will,  Wcfhall  be  jea- 
lous of  trufting  Him,  and  avejfe  to  approach  Him. 
This  was  the  Cafe  of  our  firft  Parents,  immediately 
after  the  Fall.  Inftead  of  drawing  near  to  thd^ 
CREATOR,  with  Pleafure  and  Gratitude  i  riicy 
iled  from  HLm,  with  Anxiety  and  Tetror.  Ahd 
why  ?  Becaufe  they  were  under  the  alarming  Ap- 
prehenfiohs  of  his  J3irp^€;arure.^— Whereas,  kt  Us 
once  believe,  what  the  Apoftle  afiirms  j  tFhen  We 
pjere  EnemieSi^  We  were  reconciled  to  GOD  ty  fhe 
peaih  of  his  SON*.  Let  lis  cordially  crcSR, 
what  Ac  Prophet  repeatedly  declares;  Therefore 
will  the  LORD  wait  that  He  may  be  gracious  unto 
Xoti  ;^and  therefore  wiU  He  he  exalteiy  that  He  ma^ 
have  Mercy  upm  X^u  f.  Then  We  ihalj  feek  his 
D  d  4  Face 

*  Rom.  V.  10.. 

t  ifat.  XXX.  If.  That  ♦di^irabk  t^on^mei^tator  V|- 
.T.RiKOA,  who  generally  dr$iW$  his  Bow,  wiUi  already 
Hand,  and  ihoots  hi)  Arrow  with  the  exa^lclt  Ai% 
Here  feems  to  have  n>ifled  the  Mark.  Waiting  fo  6e 
.^ciousi  according  to  his  Interpretdtion,  imp&s  9{i>el^ 
An  the  Exercife  of  the  Attribute,  aad  is  the  £Hne  as  to 
ahfimnfrom  being  gracioua.  Had  t]iis  been  the  Meanings 
fhe  Lan^age  wo.^ld  prob^^ly  have  bee^»  ^ot  Q^lsnV 

Waiting  tn  be  gracimu  rz^tse  fifi^oifie^f  to  (land  ^ver  a 
People  with  the  continued  Tenders  of,  Grace  and  Mer-t 
fy,  even  while  they,  refufe  to  accept  them.  This  w#s 
the  Cafe  with  G OD  ^nd  Ifiiul  GOD  promiied  to 
defend  tl|e  ^fradiuf  j  they  oblti|i^tcly  fffftftd  to  ponfide 

m 
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Face  with  Alacrity.     Our  Affedions  will  be  on  the 
Wing  to  falute  their  Almighty  BENE F AC- 
,TO R.     \Ve  fhall  joy  In  GOD  through  our  LO  RD 
JESUS  CHRIST. 

Ther.  To  the  Enjoyment  of  many  fpiritual  Con- 
folations,  and  the  Exercife  of  feveral  delightful 
Graces,  'I '  acknowlege,  an  affured  Faith  is  necef- 
fary;   but — 

jfj^^  A)^  Theron^  .You  may  well  hefitatc.  It  will 
be  difficult  to  fillup  the  Chafm  in  your  Difcourfe, 
For  vny  p^rt,  I  know  not  any  Duty  of  Holinefs, 
.  which  can  be  performed  aright,  without  feme  De- 
gree of  this  confiding  Faith. — We  are  to  zualJt  'wor- 
thy of  HI  My  who  hath  calUd  Us  to  his  Kingdom  and 
Glory  * :  but  if  we  doubt,  whether  We  in  particular 
are  called,  how  can  this  influence  our  Converfation  ? 
— -We  are  to  be  followers  of  GOD^  as  his  iUar 
Children  f.  But  if  We  do  not,  cannot,  will  not  be- 
lieve, fo  as  to.cry"  Abba,  FATHER,"  how  can 
fuch  a  (Ponfideratlon  fway  our  Hearts  ? — Nay ;  upon 
what  Principles  can  fuch  a  Perfon  addrefs  Himfelf 

to 

inhis  Prote^on.  GOD  diflbaded  them  from  tnifting 
in  the  Succbur  of  Egypt  %  they  prefumptaQufly  refolved 
to  Tcly  on  that  broken  Reed.  Therefore^  fays  GOD, 
/  «iw7/ -—withdraw  my  flighted  Mercy;  deny  my  defpifed 
AiRftaLBce  ;-^This  would  be  the  Manner  of  human  Pio- 

'  cedttre.  But  the  L  O  R  D*s  Ways  are  not  as  Man's  Ways. 
His  Long-fuifering  triumphs  over  our  Pervcrfcnefs. 
Therefore,  He  fays,  *'  I  will  not  deal  with  them  accord- 
*^  ing  to  their  Folly.  I  will  not  tarn  away  from  them 
**  in  Di(pleafure.     I  will  even  wait  for  them,  and  wait 

•  **  upon  them,  till  they  fee  their  Error,  and  accept  my 
"  Favour. "—Amazing  Condefcenfion  and  Goodnefs !  I 
was  goin^  to  fay.     But  di'vine  Condefcenfion  and  Good- 

'  nefs  are,  if  I  may  fb  fpeak,  infinitely  more  than  amaziag. 
•  I  TheCii.  la.  .+  Eph,v.  i. 
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to  difcharge  any  Office  of  the  chrijiian  Life  ?  Wc 
are  to  abound  in  the  Works  of  the  LO  RDy  from  the 
animating  Profpeft  of  a  glorious  Refurre£lion  ♦* 
This  He  cannot  do  5  becaufe  He  apprehends  Him- 
felf  to  have  no  Lot  or  Portion  in  the  blefled  Hope. 
•.«— We  are  to  open  our  Hands  in  Charity  to  others, 
under  a  View  of  that  heavenly  Kingdom,  which 
was  prepared  for  Us  before  the  Foundation  of  the 
'  World  t :   We  are  to  cleanfe  Ourfelves  from  all 
"Filthinefs  of  Flefh  and  Spirit,  on  account  of  thofe 
precious  Promifes,  which  are  freely  given  to  us  in 
CHRIST  JESUSt:  but  where  unbelieving 
Doubts  predominate,  thefe  endearing  and  invigo- 
rating Motives  are  loft.     The  Man  has  no  Intereft 
in  the  encouraging  Promifes,  has  no  Title  to  the 
blifsful  Inheritance  ;    confequently,  thefe  Sinews 
of  evangelical  Obedience,  with  refpedl  to  him,  arc 
benumbed,  withered,  dead. 

Once  again  ;  A  true  Chriftian,  inftead  of  dread-* 
ing,  kves  the  Day  oiCHR  JST's  final  and  glori- 
ous Appearing.  St.  Peter  tells  Us,  He  looks  for  iiy 
with  pleafing  Expeftation,  as  Sifera's  Mother  for 
the  triumphant  Return  of  her  Son.  He  haj^ens  to 
it,  in  ardent  Defire,  as  the  enamoured  Bridegroom 
to  the  wifli'd-for  Hour  of  his  Nuptials.  Which, 
I  think,  can  neither  be  a  rational  nor  a  pra(S):icable 
Thing,  unlefs  We  have  fome  chearing  and  efta- 
blKhed  Hope,  that,  when  He  Jhall  appear y  We  Jhall 
he  like  Hiniy  and  fee  Htm  as  He  is^ 

T^^r.  Such  a  Man  may  make  Prayers  and  Sup- 
plications.    Though  he  cannot  irejoicc  in  the  Pri- 
vileges, 

•  I  Cor.  XV.  58.         t  Matt.  xxv»  34.        J  2  Cor. 
vil  I, 
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vilegesy  He  may  r^ucft  them  at  the  Throng  d 
GrsKre. 

JJ^.  Prayer  is  a  great  Duty,  and  as  great  a  Privi- 
]ege.    I  wiih  my  dear  Theron  the  Spirit  of  Grace 
and  Supplication.     This  will  be  better,    incompa- 
rably better  and  more  advantageous,  than  a  Key  to 
bidden  Treafures.     But  bow  can  You  ^pray  witb 
Ijumble  Boldncfs,  or  with  lively  Hope,  unlefs  You 
believe?    Believe,   that  CUklST  is  yaurUx^ 
Prieft;  is  if  our  Interccflbr  with  the  iFAXHEK-, 
:and,  with  all  the  Incenfe  of  his  infinite  Merit,  pr^ 
fentsjf<?Kr  Petitions  ?  Then,  and  then  only,  can  Y<hi 
liave,  what  the  Apoftle  calls,  B^ldnefi  and  Accejs  ttM 
iCMfdence  ♦.     Take  notice  of  thefe  vigorous  Exr 
preffions  ;  and  at  your  Lcifure  co^fider,   whether 
they    countenance   the  fufpicious   and    mifgiving 
TemperrtT— At  prefent  obferve,  how  yonder   Lark 
«lirarb)e$  a^d  ^xiounts  ifi  the  Fijcma|nent ;  as   if  flie 

was 

*  EfB.  xii.  12.  'R^afuT^^JSccefs'ivith  achearhgam^graa^' 
ful  Affhrwia  I  fuch  as  thcfe  PetitioDcrs  enjoy,  who  are 
intfoduced  to  the  reya}  Pjcfence  by  feme  dijIiiigaiAed 
Favouritc.r-As  when  Jojeph^s  Brethren  were  preiented 
to  fharaohf  by  the  Prime  Minifter  of  Egypt,  and  De- 
liverer of  the  Natioti.     Qen-  xivii.  2.    ntt^nata,  A  Bolir 
me/s  er  umrftrsunBd  Liberty  ofSpiecb'y  fuGh  as  Children  ofc, 
when  they  prefent  their  AddreiTes,  and  make  known  their 
Requefts,  to  an  indulgent  Father. — As  \yhen  Achfah^  a 
beloved  Daughter,  rdlicited  her  Suit  at  the  Hand  of 
Caleb,  her  geljerons Parent.  Judg,  i.  1 5.  ki-  v^vok^t^  J^iih 
m  'well-grounded  trndfteeiify  Confidence^  that  We  fhali  obtain 
both  a  favourable  Acceptance,  and  a  gracioas  Afsfwer. 
^i— A«  when  Eftber^  made  her  Petition  to  a  Sovereign, 
who  had  HretAcd  out  the  golden  Sceptre,  and  promifed 
.  to  grant  whatever  She  aflced.  Efther  v,  6.     And  all  this, 
fbrtvgh  the  Faith  of  C HRIST;    through  the  Worthi- 
nefs  of  his  Perfbn,  and  Prevalence  of , his  In tercciSon. 
Wkieh  have  more  Weight  and  Influente  in  Heaven^  th«|» 
all  Arguments,  Motives,  or  Coniiderations,  whatevef. 
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tpv^  bidding  Adieu  to  the  Earth,  and  going  to  mingle 
with  the  Skies.  An  Image  this^  of  fed  Jcying Prayer i 
Should  a  Fowler  &oot  the  foarlng  Song:fter  tfarongli 
•the  Wing,  how  would  Ae  fall  fami  hfcr  filcvatiorn, 
*/^  and  flutter  on  the  Grouiid  !  An  Emblem  tiat^  of 
^'    ^klrufting  Prayer. 

^■f  I  know  not  how  to  icave  this  Subjeil,  without 

^»  jittending  to  the  Teftimony  of  St.  Janus:  thai^ 
if  i^hich,  nothing  can  be  more  awfiil,  and  nothing 
'il-  ^ore  decifiye.  It  ftould  ceally  alarm  the  doubting 
:1k  -Difpofitionj  as  much  as  any  Solidtatiion  to  the  moft 
i/f,i  horrid  Sin.  It  fhouM  alann  the  whole  religious 
Ji  World,  as  much  as  the  Beacons,  fuddcnly  kindled 
gn  and  all  on  a  Flame,  would  alarm  the  Inhabitant$ 
i^f  p(  the  maritime  Coafts.  Let  Him  pray  in  Fahby 
nothing  doubting  *  ;  for  He  that  doubteth  is  like  a  Wave 
of  the  SeOy  driven  by  the  JVind^  andtoji,  Ngy  ;  the 
Apoftle  adds — and  it  isr  an  Addition  greatly  to  be 
regarded.  It  fhould  abide  with  Weight  on  our 
Confcienccfi.  For  it  comes  from  a  Cafuift,  who 
/  could  neither  be  too  indulgent,  through  to  Excefs 
If  of  Compaffion  ;  nor  too  rigorous,  through  an  Ex- 

'  travagance  of  Zeal— ^/pf  not  that  Maji^  the  doubting 

Supplicant  ihink-^  that  He  Jhall  recfive  any  Thing  nf 
the  LORD. 

Never 

•  Jam.  i.  6.  N.  B.  Ncthitjg  dcuhiingy  is  the  ApofHe*s 
Explanation  of /'tf/>/^\ — An  Explanation,  which  H«  ieirn- 
td  from  the  Lips  of  his  divine  MASTER.  See  Matt. 
xxi.  21. — WrA»  ^»ajifw^»?  is,  in  our  Tranflation,  neth^g 
'wa'vering.  But  the  very  fame  Expieffion  is  rendered, 
JSfs  X.  2o.  Nothing  doubting.  The  Senfe  is,  either  Way, 
alike.  Thottgb,  1  tlunk,  Nofhisgnjoofmringy  correfponds 
too  nearly  with  the  Comparifon,  Like  a  Wn^ve ;  makes 
fomcthing  of  a  difagrceabic  Jingle;  and  listens  the 
Force,  or  fopcrfedes  the  Neccflity^  pf  the  following 
Illuflration. 


f 


1 


42«      DIALOGUE    XVlt 

Never  then,  my  worthy  Friend,  never  mote  h^ 
an  Advocate  for  Doubtings.  Purfue  them  witb 
Fire  and  Sword*  Give  them  no  Quarter.  Dei 
widi  them  as  Saul  was  commanded  to  treat  the 
jtmalikites. 

Ther.  Do  You  then  aflcrt,  that  None  can  be  a 
true  Believer^  or  find  Acceptance  with  G  O  D,  if 
He  be  liable  to  any  Doubts  ? 

Afp.  Far  be  the  Thought  from  my  Heart,  far- 
ther ftill  the  Affcrtion  from  my  Lips. — That  thcit 
is  no  Doubting  in  Faith  I  aver ;  and  fo  does  com- 
mon Scnfe  ;  and  fo  will  eyery  thinking  Pcrfon. 
To  receive  CHRIST^  and  doubt  of  it,  is  im- 
poiSble.  To  believe,  that  GOD  hath  given  to 
Us  eternal  Life,  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  doubt  of 
it,  is  felf-contradidory.  In  Ihort ;  to  doubt  of 
what  We  believe,  is  utterly  inconfiftent. — ^Yct, 
though  there  is  no  Doubting  in  true  Faith,  there 
may  be  many  Doubts  in  the  true  Believer.  Bc- 
.  caufe.  He  does  not  always  exercife  his  Faith,  and 
never  is  perfect  in  his  Faith,  He  knows  and  en- 
joys, only  in  Part. 

So  far  from  aflerting,  what  You  fuggeft,  that  I 
verily  think,  there  is  not  a  Belitver  on  Earth, 
whofe  Faith  is  wholly  free  from  Intervals  of  Failure, 
or  from  the  Affaults  of  Doubting.  Corruption,  in- 
bred Corruption,  fixes  its  cancrous  Tooth  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  every  other  Gift  of  Grace.  The  moft 
advanced  Saint,  who  can  fteadily  fay,  LORD,  I 
believe ;  has  Reafon  to  add.  Help  Thou  mine  Unbelief! 
—This  however  I  maintain,  that  all  Kinds  and  every 
Degree  of  Doubting,  are  no  lefs  finful,  than  they 
are  prejudicial.    They  are  what  the  Gofpel  cen« 

furcs. 
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iures,  condemns,  forbids  ♦.  They  are  whatChrif- 
tians  muft  renounce  j  oppofe ;  and  treat,  not  a» 
occafional  Enemies,  but  as  irreconcilable  Adver- 
faries.  To  tbefe  We  muft  offer  no  Conditions  of 
Peace,  but,  like  Hannibal  at  the  Altar,  fwear  per* 
petual  War. 

Methinks,  I  would  borrow  the  fine  figurative 
Language  of  the  Church  :  which,  if  it  has  not  2 
dircft  Reference  to  this  Subjedi,  may  very  properly 
be  accommodated  to  it.  Take  Us  the  FosieSf  thofo 
little  Foxes.  They  are  little  in  Size,  and  fcem  not 
very  formidable.  But  they  are  extremely  mifchiev* 
ous,  and  fpoil  our  Vines.  They  prey  upon  our  Com-* 
fort ;  they  eat  away  the  Vigour  of  our  Obedience  j 
and  make  all  our  Graces  a  mere  Dwarf,,  if  not  a 
dead  Shrub. 

^  Matt.  x!v.  31.  Luke  xii.  29.  i  Tin(.  ii.  8* 
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E  E,  Therott!  See  yoiider  black  an* 
low-hung  Cloud  !  It  points  this' Way. 
It  is  big  with  a  Shower  !  It  marches 
on  apace  ;  and  will  foon  be- over  ottf 
Heads.  We  nmft  inftantly  fly  to 
Shelter. 

Ther.  It  is  well  We  have  this  Summer-houfe  foi' 
our  Shelter.  The  thickeft  Boughs  would  be  inluf- 
ficient  to  fcreen  Us.  I  think,  I  never  faw^  mortf 
impetuous  Burft  of  Rain.  A  Shower  f  No,  *tis  a 
defcending  Deluge,T\iC  large,  ropy,  reeking  Drop  s  , 
come  down  like  a  Torrent  *. — Surprifuog  !  What  a 

dreadful 

*  Ccme  doiun  like  a  71?rr^»#.-— This  is  the  Import  of  that 
ftrong  pifturefque  Word  iD^l  P/27/.  Ixxvii.  17.  In  this 
Manner,  The  Clouds  pom-ed  out  Water  ;  'while  the  Air  thun^ 
dered ;  and  the  Arroivs  of  the  J  L  MI  G  HTT  ivenf  abroad, 
Mr.  Addi/ojiy  if  I  remember  right,  admires  the  Pfalmifl's 
Defcription  of  a  Storm  at  Sea ;  becaufe,  it  dwells  onJy 
upon  the  grand  and  moft  ftriking  Circumftances  ;  without 
defcending,  like  Virgil\  enervated  Reprefentation,  to 
fuch  little  Particulars,  as  the  Cries  of  Men,  and  the 
N^ifc  of  Oars.     CLimcrque  Firim,  Stridor  que  Rudenfum.-^ 

This 
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Jlreadful  Flafh  was  there  ?  A  Sheet  of  folphureou* 
Fire,  launched  from  the  diftnal  Gloom,  andwrap^-. 
ing  the  whole  Skies  in  a  Blaze  ! — ^Not  a  Moraem's 
Interval,  between  the  Lightning's  Rag.€,  and  the^ 
TbttfuUr^S'  Rxtar.  How  fudden  and  vaft  the  Expla- 
fion  I  What  a  deep^  prolonged,  tremendous  Peal 
enfues  !  It  ieems,  as  if  the  Poles  c^  Earth,  and  the: 
Pillars  of  Nature  cracked  ! 

See>  Bjy  dear  Jfpafic  /  See  the  dkeful  Havock ;, 
the  horrid  Effc£b  of  this  elementary  Tumult,-— 
Yonder  Oak,  which,  reared  its  towering  Head  aloft^ 
and  fpread  wide  its  graceful  Branches,  is,  in  thcr 
Twinkling  of  an  Eye,^  turned  into  a  mhd  Trunii 
There  it  ftands,  finged  and  tore ;  ftripped  of  its. 
verdant  Honours  *y   aad  furround^d  with  its  own- 

ihattered 

This  IJefcription  of  a  Tmfefi  is,  I  think,  equally  admi- 
rable on  the  fame  Account.     The  three  greateft  and  mofB. 
tOEiible  Peculiarities  are  (ele^ed  ;  atiH  expre&d  with  ail 
the  Coacifenefs,  yet  wuk  all  the  Vigoiuv  which  Lan- 
guage can  unite* 

I  h^v,e  iiot  met  with  any  Comroentatory  who  enter* 
into  the  Spirit  of  the  next  Verfe.  And  in  our  Liturgy 
Tranflation,  its  Ma)e&y  (inks  into  Meannefs,  its  Pro- 
priety  degen«ates  into  Tantology.  Whereas  it  is  by 
no  means  a  vain  Repetition  \  but  heightens  and  enlarges^ 
the  formidable  Idea,  by  difplaying  tbe^  BffeMs  of  wh^  hadv 
been  defcribed,  in  the  foregoing  Lines.  The  Voice  of^ 
^  Tbwukr  <was  in  the  Heaven  5  the  VoHies  not  only 
refoundcd,  but  refoui^^d  fiom  Pole  to  Pole,  and  Elled 
b:(>Xl  the  vaft  Circumfejencc  of  the  Skies.  TJ^e  Lightnifigs 
Ughtenedthe  World \  the  Flafhes  not  only  fhone,  butflione 
far  and  near,  and  illuminated  the  whole  World  with  th^ir 
Blaze,  fhe  Earth  trembUd  to  its  Center,  and  its  Inha- 
bitants ^r^  with  Horror. 

•  Does  not  this  give  Us^the  moft  awful  and  grand  '' 
Sdftfo  of  iV«i//»  xxix.  9.  ?  7he  Voice  of  the  L  ORD,  when 
«ttered  in  Thunder,,  and  accompasied  with  Lightning, 
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Ihattcrcd  Fragments.     How  fearful  is  the  ArtUleiy 
of  Heaven ! 

Afp.  And  why — why  did  not  the  Blow  fall  on  this 
guilty  Head  ?  Why  was  not  the  fiery  Bolt,  which 
flew  fo  near,  commiffioned  to  pierce  our  Hearts  ?— 
If  our  heavenly  FATHER  has  been  fo  tenderly 
careful  of  thefe  perifhingiJ^^ffw,  will  He  not  be  much 
more  gracious  to  our  immortal  Souls  ?  Will  he 
not  clothe  them  with  that  immaculate  Robe,  which 
is  the  only  Security  from  the  Stroke  of  eternal  Ven- 
geance ? — And  let  me-  afk,  can  this  be  a  Security 
to  Us,  unlefs  We  are  vefted  with  it !  Could  this 
Building,  though  very  fubftantial,  have  fecurcd  Us 
from  the  rufhing  Rains,  if  We  had  not  betake/i 
Ourfelves  to  its  friendly  Covert ! 

CHRIST  is  reprefented,  in   the  Prophecy  of 
Ifaiahy  by  this  very  Image  j  as  a  Place  of  Refugey  and 
as  a  Covert  from  the  Storm  and  from  Rain  *.      That 
is.  His  Merits  and  Death  are  a  fure  Protection,  from 
the  Curfe  of  the  Law,  and  the  Damnation  of  Hell. 
No  Fury  of  the  Elements  fo  terrible  as  the/e  \  no 
Bulwark  of  Stone  fo  impregnable  as  tbofe, — If  thjV 
is  a  proper  Emblem  of  CHRIST^  to  whatAaU 
We  liken  Faith  ?  To  a  Perfuafion,  that  the  Shel- 
ter of  the  Summer- houfe  \s  free  fox  our  Ufe  ?  To  % 
high  Efteem  of  its  Accommodation,  an  earneft  De- 
fire  after  its  Protection,  or  an  habitual. Tendency 
towards  it  ? — Would  this  defend  Us  from  the  lii- 
clemcncies  of  the  Weather  ?  Would  this  keep  Ui 

irj, 

T\T\T  TiZ^nS  not  difcovereth  the  thick  Bujhes^  hvXjhipi  th 
foreft ;  lays  bare  the  branching  Woods ;  reduces  the 
molt  magnificent  and  fiourffhing  Cedars  to  naked  V^^ 
withered  Trunks.     See  Jotli,  y, 

•  Jfai.  iv.  6. 
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^ry,  aniidft  (what  You  call)  tjie  dcfcehding  Deluge  ? 
\Vou!d  this  Efteem,  Deiire,  or  Tendency,  unlef$ 
tarried  into  adlual  Entrance  and  Poffeflion,  he  a 
proper  Safeguard,  or  indeed  any  Manner  of  Ad- 
•Vantage  to  our  Perfons  ? 

Tber.  No^  Afpafto\  neither  would  a  Perfuafion 
ihat  the  Summer-houfe  U  mine. 

Jfp.  True  :  but  a  Belief  that  CHRIST  {9 
inine,   is  like  entering  the  Siimmer-houfe.     When 
the  Divine  SPIRIT  reveals  the  Grant  of  an  all- 
lufficieiit  SAVIOUR,  made  and  tendered  to  me 
a  Sinner — when  I  am  enabled  to  confide  in  his 
IJeatHi  as  the  Reconciliation  fot  my  Iniquities; 
and  in  his  Obediehte,  as  the  Matter  of  my  Juftifi- 
catibn— ^when  I  live  in  the  Exercifc  of  this  reali- 
zing,; appropriating  Faith-^then  I  make  that  Ufe 
of  CHRJSTi   and   receive  that  Benefit  from 
Him  i  which  Correfportd  v^rith  the  Repofe  and  Se- 
turityi  We  now  cijjoy  amidft  this  hofpitable  Struc- 
ture. ^  Then,  a$  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  fpeaks,  /  enter 
into  the  Charnberii  the  Chambers  of  Peace  and  Saivar 
Hon;  and  Jhut  the  Dodrs  about  ^e*, 

Ther:  May  I  then;  from  this  Inftarit,  look  uponi 
CHRIST  J  his  glorious  Peffon;  his  perfeft  Righte- 
faufnefs,  and  his  precioiiS  Death;  as  my  certain  Inhe- 
ritance? May  I  firmly  believe,'  that  in  this  im- 
inenfeiy  meritorious  REDEEMER,  I  have 
Pardon  of  Sins;  the  Promifes  of  the  Gofprel,  arid 
all  fpiritual  Bleffings,  granted  unto  me  without-any 
Conditloii  or  any  Refefve  ?        ^ 

Jj^.  Why  fliould  You  not  Ijeiieve  all  t\i\s firmly  ? 

You  have  the  fame  Reafon  to  believe  with  a  fteady 

Confidence,  as  to  believe  with  any  Degree  of  Af- 

VoL.  III.  E  e  fiance. 

•  Ifrii.  xxvi.  io. 
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fiance.  It  is  the  free  Promife  of  the  Gdrpcl,  ai^ 
dreffed  to  Sinners^  that  warrants  the  latter  ;  and 
the  very  fame  Promife,  under  the  fame  Circum- 
ftances  of  unmerited  Munificence,  authorizes  the 
former.        * 

You  have  heard  my  Opinion,  hear  now  what  oht 
LORD  Himfelf  fays ;  Let  Him  that  is  athirji^  come  \ 
and  whofoever  will^  let  Him  take  the  Water  of  Life 
freely  ♦.     The  Water  of  Life  is  that,  which  pro- 
duces,   maintains,    and  ftrengthens    the    Life   of 
G  O  D  in  the  Soul.     An  Office,   which  nothing 
can   perform,  but  thofe  fpiritual   Bleffings,    You 
hare  juft  been  mentioning.     Thefe  let  the  thirfly, 
let  the  Sinner,  let  whaever  will^  take  ;   as  freely, 
as  He  makes  ufe  of  the  moft  common   Refreft- 
inents  5  as  freely,  as  He  drinks  of  the  running 
Stream.     This  is  the  royal  Proclamation. — 

Hear  his  gracious  Invitation.  Look  unta  Me^  ani 
he  yefaved\ ;  f?ived  from  your  difquieting  Fears,  by 
Juftification ;  faved  from  your  domineering  Cor- 
ruptions, by  Sanfti^cation  ;  faved  from  every  Evil, 
by  complete  and  eterpal  Redemption.  To  whom 
is  this  moft  afFeftionate  Call  direfted  ?  Not  tea 
few  diftinguiflied  Favourites  only,  but  to  all  the 
Ends  of  the  Earth.  None  are  excepted  ^  none  arc 
prohibited  j  and  can  my  Theron  imagine,  that  He 
is  excluded  ? 

„Nay  farther  ;  Hear  our  L  O  R  D's  earneft  En- 
treaty ;  hear  his  tender  and  repeated  Importunity; 
Js  though  GOD  did  befeech  You  by  Us ;  We  pray  You, 
in  CHRIST'S  Steady  be  ye  reconciled  to  GOD^, 
Hark  !  'Tis  ^the  Voice  of  infinitely  condcfcending 

Love> 

•  Rev.  xxii.  17.      +  Ifai.  xlv.  a2.       t  a  Cor.  v*  ao. 
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\Love,  fpeaking  by  his  Ambaffadoi^ — *'  Sinners, 
*'  accept  my  great  Salvation.  Enjoy  what  I  have 
*'  purchafed  for  You,  by  my  dying  Agonies.  Do 
*'  not  fufpeft  my  Kindnefs,  or^refufe  my  Gifts. . 
*'  This  will  wound  me  deeper,  than  the  Spear  which 
V  pierced  my  Heart." — O  !  the  Grace  oiF  our  ex- 
alted KING!  He  bows  from  his  celeftial  Throne. 
He  alinoft  kneels  to  his  guilty  Creatures.  He  begs^ 
He  even  begs  of  obnoxious  Sinners,  not  to  reje£l 
his  Mercies. — After  all  this,  qan  you  entertain  the 
leaft  Doubt,  Therouy  whether  you  have  a  PermiiSpn 
to  believe  firmly  ? 

Ther.  This  is  extraordinary  Goodnefs  indeed  !  I 
have  often  read  thefe  Paffages,  but  never  faw  them, 
till  this  Hour,  in  a  Light  fo  engaging,  and  fo  en- 
couraging* 

Jfp,  Should  not  this  three-fold  Cord  be  ftrong 
enough  to  draw  my  dear  JFriend ;  let  me  add  (what 
muft  abfolutely  fuperfede  all  Objeftions)  the  plain, 
exprefs,  peremptory  Command  of  the  ALMIGH- 
TY :  This  is  his  Command^  that  We,Jhould  believe  on 
the  Name  of  his  Son  JE  SUS  CHRI  ST  *.  Pray, 
examine  the  Language  ;  Not  He  allows  only  j  or 
barely  advi/es  j    but  He  commands  f*     We  are  not 

only 

•  1  John  ill.  2J. 

t  Luther,  at  a  certain  Time,  was  violently  haraifed 
and  afflidied  with  Tenjptations.  Infonmch,  that  his 
Heart  was  rent  with  Anguifh  ;  the  Tears  ftreamed  from 
his  Eyes  ;  aild  hi^  Breslth  wsCs  fpent  in'  Sighing;  Amidft 
thefe  Pangs  of  Diftrefs,  a  Perfon  accofted  Him  with  the 
following  Words ;  *•  My  Son,  why  doft  Thou  mourn  ? 
«*  Doft  Thou  not  know,  that  G  O  t)  Jiath  cmmanded 
"  Thee  to  believe ?"— When  I  heard  that  Word  COM- 
MAND, fays  the  zealous  Reformer,  it  prevailed  more 
£  e  a  on 
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only  permitted,  but  ftridly  required.  It  is  not 
only  our  Privilege,  but  GOD's  pofitive  Injuxic- 
tion.— Upon  the  Difcovery  of  fuch  a  S  AV I O  U  R, 
methinks  every  Heart  fhould  €rf  \  <'  O  !  that  I 
^^  might  be  allowed  to  approach  him!  To  iblicit 
^  an  Intereft  in  Him  !  How  gladly  would  I  wait^ 
*«  ever  fo  long  a  time,  in  ever  fo  mean  a  Pofture, 
*'  if  I  might  at  the  laft  receive  Him  as  my  Portion  ?** 
—The  fupcrabundant  Goodnefs  of  G  O  D,"  pre- 
vents our  Wiflics,  and  exceeds  our  Hopes*  *«  I 
«  freely  give  my  S  O  N,  faith  the  LORD,  and 
^<  all  his  Riches  to  You.  I  befeech  You,  as  a 
"  compaffionate /rfV»^,  not  to  refufe  Him*  I  enjoin 
<<  You,  as  an  uncontroulable  Sovereign^  to  believe 
**  on  Him."— Gracious  !  moft  amazingly  gracious 
is  this  Command  !  And  give  me  leave  to  hint,  it 
is  the  greateft,  the  moft  important  Command,  that 
ever  iffued  from  the  Throne  of  Glory.  If  this  be 
negle(S):ed,  no  other  can  be  kept ;  if  this  be  ob- 
ferved,  all  others  will  be  eafy. 

Now,  Therm  (hall  We  not  receive  CHRIST^ 
^nd  look  upon  his  all-fufficient  Merits,  as  our 
own  ?  Is  not  our  Warrant  clear  and  unexception- 
able ?  Nay,  is  not  our  Obligation  ftrong  and  in- 
difpenfible  ?  Shall  We  ftill  difpleafe  the  moft  high 
GOD,  and  give  Him  Occafion  to  fay  ?  Ham  long 
will  this  People  provoke  me  ?  And  how  long  will  it  hty 
t^er  they  believe  me^for  all  the  Signs  which  Ihautfievh 

d 

on  my  Heart,  than  alt  that  I  had  heard,  or  read,,  or 
thought  on  before. 

Upon  this  Text  Mr.  Amhrofe  very  properly  ai^es ; 

The  LORD  hath  commanded  me  to  believe  ;  therefore 

it  is  my  Duty.     But  beeaafe  I  cannot  believe,   unlefs  I 

apply  the  Promife  to  myfelf ;  therefore  it  is  my  Duty  ^ 

^fionclude^  tktt  the  Pr«^e  belongs  to  me. 
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(td  amongji  them  *,   and  all  tbe  Encouragements 
which  I  have  given  to  thenu 

Ther.  Is  this  Command  directed  to  Sinners  \^ 
Make  this  aj^ear,  and  then  Iwill  readily  own;  That 
a  fuller  Proof  of  your  Point,  cannot  be  urged  ;  a 
fironger  Inducement  to  believe,  cannot  be  pro- 
4uced« 

jlfp.  You  fet  me  a  Ta&,  as  eafy,  as  it  is  pleaf- 
ing.     If  I  could  not  demDn&rate  this  Point,  I  ihould 
be  at  a  Lofs  to  difcover  any  glad  Tidings  in  the 
Gofpel.-— I  mention  not  the  Jzyloj^ot  Philippij  who 
was  prevented  in  the  very  A&  of  Suicide.     I  pafs 
by  the  Woman  of  Samariaj  who  lived  in  a  Courfe 
of  Fornication.     I  (ball  exhibit  on^  Proof  only, 
which  may    ferve  inftead   of   Multitudes,      Oui: 
LOR  D's  Commii&on  to  his  Apoftles  is,  Go  Ti 
into  all  the  fVorld^  and  preach  the  Gofpel  to  every  Crea- 
^«r^ J.— ^Should  You  enquire;  What  is  the  Gof- 
pel i  We  cannot  have  a  better  ij^xpofitor,  than  the 
Angel  from  Heaven.     Behold  !  I  bring  good  Tidings ; 
or  tofpeak  more  exaSIy  according  to  the  Original, 
9va]>f^Vw  J  pr^O€h  the  GofpeL     The  Tenour  of 
which  is ;  To  You  is  bom  a  SAVIOUR^  which  is 
CHRIST  the  LORD^    J  SAVIOUR,  to 
deliver  You  from  Sin,  from  Hell,  from  every  Evil. 
This  SAVIOUR  is  the  LOUD;   the  great 
Ee3  JEHQ. 

•  Numb.  xiv.  ii.  See  alfo  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  22, 
+  This  is  the  great  Difficuhy,  to  be  got  over  by  an 
awakened  Confciencc.  Here  She  is  ftartjed  and  at  a 
{land.  Here  She  fees  Lions  raging  to  terrify  her,  and 
Mountains  rifing  to  oppofe  her.  As  this  is  the  pofing 
Queftion  ;  the  Scruple,  that  fo  often  recurs  in  Fad  and 
Experience  ;  the  Reader  will  not  wonder,  if  it  prefcnu 
iftfelf  more  than  once,  in  the  Dialogues. 

J  Markxvi.  15.  |1  Luke  ii.  10,  11. 


438      DIALOGUE    XVIIL 

JEHOVAH  manifcftcd  in  your  Flefh ;  G  QD 
Himfclf,  becoming  incarnate,  on   purpofe  to  ac^ 
complifh  the  marvelous  Work. — Wherefore  is  this 
preached  ?  Not  to  be  the  Subje£l:  of  Speculation, 
but  for  the  Obedience  of  Faith  ♦.     That  Men  may 
Ihew  their  dutiful  Regard  to  the  divine  Teftimony, 
by  believing  it  for  themfelves.    The  Only  Obe- 
dience, that  can  be  paid  to  fuch  a  Report.     Theiv- 
fore  it  is  added.   To  you  is  born.— -But   who  arc 
called,   thus  to  believe,    thus  to  obey  ?    All  ih 
World ;  every  Creature,     And  can  it  be  fuppofcd, 
that  all  the  World  was  holy?  That  every  Crtztm 
was  righteous  ?  You  well  know,  that,   inftead  of 
being  all  righteous,  there  was  None  righteous,  fltf, 
not  one.    They  were  altogether  become  abomina- 
ble, and  guilty  before  GOD.     Yet  was  this  Ok- 
dience  of  Faith  enforced  on,  and  enjoined  to  them; 
abominable  and  guilty  as  they  were. — ^To  thi5> 
greeth  the  Wejiminjier  Confeffion.     "GOD  frec- 
«  ly  offereth  unto  SINNERS  Life  and  Saiva- 
«  tion  hy  JESUS  CHRIST^   requiring J^ 
•*  them  Faith  in  Him,  that  they  may  be  favcd," 

Ther,  Truly,  Afpafio^  You  put  all  my  miftruft^ 
ful  Apprehenfions  to  the  Stand.  Here  is  a  PrA^ 
mation  from  the  bleffed  GO  D— feconded  by  bis 
Invitation — -accompanied  by  his  Entreaty-^^^^^^^^ 
by  his  Command — and  all  addreffed  to  Sinners*  1 
know  not  what  can  be  a  fuller  Proof  of  your  foinf) 
or  a  ftronger  Inducement  to  Relieve. 

Jfp.  Yes,  my  Friend;  I  can  produce  (if  fchJ 
Thing  be  poffible)  ftronger  Proof  ftill.  Such  as,  I 
Jaope,  will  totally  rout  Unbelief,  and  drive  all^^^ 

Forces  from  the  Field,  ^  •    .. 

GOD 

•  Roaj.  jrvi,  2$. 
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-GOD  has  not  only  invited  Us,  entreated  Us, 
and  commanded  Us,  to  live  under  the  fweet  Per- 
fuafion,  that  hb  SO  N  is  our  S  A  V I  O UR  5  but 
he  has  given  Us  the  grandeft  Ratification  of  this 
precious  Truth. — He  has  paffed  his  Word ;  He  has 
made  Us  a  firm  Promife  5  nay.  He  has  given  Us 
many  and  various  Promifes,  of  this  ineftimable  Bleff- 
iflg.  ,And  GOD  isnotaMan^  that  He  jhould lie \ 
or  the  Son  of  Man^  that  he  Jhould  repent.  Hath  He 
faidy  andJhallHe  not  do  it  ?  Or  hath  Hefpoken^  and 
JbaU  He  not  make  it  good*  ?  Heaven  and  Earth  may 
drop  into  nothing,  fooner  than  one  Promife,  or  in- 
deed one  Jot  or  Tittle  of  his  Promife,  fhould  fall 
to  the  Ground. 

Befides  this.  He  has  given  Us,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak, 
a  Note  under  his  own  Hand.  He  has  recorded  his 
Promifes  in  the  Bible,  and  written  them  v^^ith  an 
cverlafting  Pen.  So  that  they  will  ftand  confpicu- 
ous  and  indelible,  like  a  Bill  drawn  upon  Heaven, 
and  a  Bafis  laid  for  Faith,  fo  long  as  the  Sun  and 
Moon  endure. 

Nay,  He  has  corfRrmed  all,  by  the  moft  folemn 
SaniSlion  imaginable  ;  by  his  Oath ;  by  his  own 
Oath;  by  the  Oath  of  ^  GOD.  Though  his 
Word  is  fure,  and  his  Promife  immutable,  He  adds 
(aftonilhing  Condefcenfton  !  adorable  Benignity!) 
He  adds  HI5  Oath  to  all. — He  not  only  fpeaks, 
but  fwears ;  fwears  by  Himfelf ;  fwears  by  his  own 
eternal  Exiftence ;  that  his  Promifes  belong — to 
whom?  Mark  this  Particular  with  the  moft  exa£k 
Attention.  To  whom  do  the  Promifes  belong^,  . 
which  are  ratified  in  this  inviolable  Manner  ?— To 
E  e  4  the 

•  Numb,  xxiii.  19. 
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the  Holy,  the  Upright,  the  Accompliflicd  ?-2 
This  is  ivhat  Reafon  might  imagine ;  but  this  i| 
liot  what  Revelation  affirms.  To  thofe  poor  Sin- 
ners they  belong,  tvhoy  all  obnoxious  and  undonei 
like  Murthercrs  before  the  Officer  of  Juftice,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  plead,  ^y  for  Refuse.  Fly  it  ^ 
Afylum,  the  Sanftuary,  the  Hope  Jet  before  /i/«* 
in  the  Blood,  the  Righteoufnefs,  the  in^abk 
Merits  of  CHRIST. 

Ther.  May  I  then  believe ;  firmly  believe ;  af- 
furedly  believe;  that  JESUS  the  Mediator,  and 
all  the  Promifes  of  the  Gofpcl,  all  the  Benefits  of 
his  Mediation,  are  mine  ?  Pardon  me^  Jfpafid^  for 
reiterating  the  Qucftion.  I  am  really,  with  refpw 
to  the  Obedience  of  Faith,  too  much  like  that 
Stfjif<7«  Monarch,  who,  for  his  RemifTnefs  andlfl' 
activity,  was  furnamed  Th^  Unready  -j-. 

Jfp.  I  do  more  than  pardon  my  Theron.  I^ 
for  Him,  and  I  fympathize  with  Him.  Not  ^' 
caufe  He  has  not  fufficient  Evidence  from  the  W(^, 
of  G  O  D,  for  the  appropriating  Perfuafion,  fp  »«: 
ccflary  to  his  Happinefs  ;  but  becaufe  I  alfo  biv^ 
experienced  that  jf>erverfe  Tendency  in  my  Heart, 
to  miftruft  the  infallible  Word  of  my  G  OD,  ^5 

'  .     '    though 

T  He^.  vi.  17,  18.  The  Promifes  are  confinncd,  la 
tKis  wondjsrfol  Manner,  not  to  thofe  onl)r  who  ^fil 
but  to  thofe  alfo  whoj^.  Intimating,  that  in  thc'very  b^ 
Ad  of  flying  to  CHRIST,  guilty' Creatures  have  a 
Right  to  look  upon  all  the  Promifes  as  their  own.  ^^^^ 
one  made  as  fure  to  them,  as  the  Oath  of  a  ^^\^  ^ 
make  it.  The  Oricinar  is,  not'oi  «aWif«E^?>  °^^ !! 
«a1aft;/iAc;  /and  fhould  be  tranflated,  not  whoha^oifi^^ 
|jut  fwho  dojfy,  .       .  » 

f  Ethelrep. 
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jbhougb  He  was  lefs  to  be  depe^ided  on  than  fallible 
Man« 

But  let  Us  reflet  a   Mopent— Suppojfe   any 
Neighbour  of  Subftance  ajid  Credit,  ihould  bind 
)iimfeif  by  a  deliberate  if^romife^  tq  do  you  fomc 
particular. Piece  of  Service — if  he  fhould  add  to  his 
Promife  a  Note  under  his  own  Hand— ^if  he  ihould 
corroborate  both  by  fome  authentic  Pledge^f  he 
Ihould  eftablifli  all  by  a  moft  awful  and  folemn 
Oath — ^Could  you  fufpedl  the  Sincerity  of  his  En- 
gagement, or  harbour  any  Doubt  with  regard  to 
its  Execution  ?  This  would  be  moft  unreafonable 
in  any  One ;  and  to  your  generous  Temper,  I  am 
very  certain,  it  would  be  impoffible, — Let  us  re- 
member, that  GOD  has  given  us  all  this  Caufe 
for  an  Affurance  of  Faith,  and  more.      Nay ;  I 
will  defy  the  moft  timorous  and  fufpicious  Tenj* 
per,  to  demand  from  the  moft  treacherous  Perfon  on 
Earth,   a  greater,  ftronger,  fuller  Security,  than 
the  G  O  D  oif  infinite  Fidelity  has  granted  to  ypu- 
and  me. — After  all  thi^,  one  would  think.   Diffi- 
dence itfelf  could  no  longer  hefitate,   nor  the  moft 
jealous  Incredulity  demur.     Can  we  with-hold  that 
'Af&ancc  from  the  unchangeable  CREATOR, 
which  we  could  .not  but  repofe  on  a  variable  Crea- 
ture ? 

Ther.  You  rouze  and  animate  me,  Jfpafio.     O  ! 
that  I  may,  With  the  divine  Affiftance,  ihake  off 
this  Stupor  of  UnbelieJF !  Certainly,  it  can  never  be  , 
honourahle  to  G  O  D,  nor  pleafing  to  C  HR  IS  7", 
nor  profitable  to  Ourfelves. 

Jfp.  If  it  be,  then  cherifh  it;  maintain  it ;  and 
fi^ver  relinquifli  it. — Bat  how  can  it  be  bomurable 
ia 
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ia   GOD?  It  depreciates  his  Goodnefs  ^     it  is 
Reproach  to  his  Veracity ;  nay,  the  Apoftle   firm 
pies  not  to  affirm,   that  it  makes  him  a    Liar  * 
Whereas,  by  believing  his  Teftimony,  vi^e   glorifj 
his  Faithfulncfs ;  glorify  his  Beneficence  ;    and,  as 
John  the  Baptift  fpeaks,  fet  to  our  Seal^  that  GOD 
is  true -f. — I  have  been  informed,  that,    when  the 
late  Ele^or  of  Hanover  was  declared,    by  the  Par- 
liament of  Great-Britain^    Succeflbr  to  the  vacant 
Throne;    feveral    Perfons    of  Diftindlion   -waited 
upon  his  Highncfs,  in  order  to  make  timely  Ap- 
plication for  the  moft  valuable  Preferments.      Sc- 
Teral  Requefts  of  this  Nature  were  granted,    and 
each  was  confirmed  by  a  kind  of  promiflbry  Note, 
One  Gentleman,    particularly,    folicited    for  the 
Majlerjhip   of  the  Rolls.      Being  indulged   in  his 
Defire,    he  was  offered  the  fame   Confirmation, 
which  had  been  vouchfafed  to  other  fuccefeful  Pe- 
titioners,    Upon  which,  he  feemed  to  be  under  a 

Pang 

*  I  Johnv,   lo.     He  that  helk^eth  not    G  O  D,  hatb 
made  Him  a  Liar.     How,    or  wherein  ?  Becaufe  He  he- 
lie*veth  not  the  Record^    that    GOD  hath  bore  concerning 
Bis  SON,     What  is  this  Record,  whofeDi (belief  brings 
fuch  Guilt  upon  Us,  and-  puts  fuch  an  AiFront  upon 
GOD?  It  is  this  ;  That  GOD  hath gi'ven  to  Us  eternal 
Life,  in  and  "with  his  SON,     Not  that  He  hath  given 
the  invaluable  BleiTing  to  fome   P,erfons,  diftinguiihed 
and  peculiarly  happy.     Not  that  He  hath  given  it  to  all 
the  Saints  and  all  the  Eleft.     This  even  Men  of  repro- 
bate Minds  believe.     Yet  do  they  not  hereby  fet  to  their 
Seal,  That  GOD  is  true.     Therefore  the  proper  Be- 
lief is.    That   GOD    hath  given  eternal   Life  to  loft 
Mankind,  and  to  us   in  particular.     So  given  it,  that 
We,  aj  well  as  They,  are  warranted  and  welconifi  tQ 
»ke  PofTeffion  of  it  by  Faith. 

.  +  John  iii.  ^s- 
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!P.ang  of  graceful  Confufion  and  Surprife  ;  begged, 
that  he  might  not  put  the  royal  Donor  to  fuch  un- 
neceflkry  Trouble ;  at  the  fame  time  protefting, 
that  he  looked  upon  his  Highnefs's  IVord^  as  the 
very  belt  Ratification  of  his  Suit. — With  this  Con- 
duit:, and  this  Compliment,  the  Eleftor  was  not  a 
little  pleafed.     '*  This  is  the  Gentleman,  he  faid, 
**  who  does  me  real  Honour  ;  treats  me  like  a  King  ; 
**  and  whoever  is  difappointed.  He  (hall  certainly 
**  be  gratified."     So,  the  Patriarch,  who  Jl agger ed 
I      not  through  Unbelief,  gave^  and  in  the  moft  fignal, 
the  moft  acceptable  Manner,    Glory  to   GOD  *» 
Refpedling  Him  as  a  Being,  of  boundlefs  Benigni- 
ty, and  eternal  Veracity. 

Is  it  plea/mg  to  C  H R I S  T ?—Quitc  the  reverfe. 
Jt  diihonours  his  Merit  j  it  detrafts  from  the  Dig- 
nity of  his  Righteoufnefs  ;  it  woiild  enervate  the 
Power  of  his  Interceffion.  Accordingly  you  may 
obferve,  there  is  nothing  which  our  LORD  {o 
frequently  reproved  in  his  Followers,  asl  this  Spirit 
of  Unbelief. —What  fays  He  to  his  Difciples,  when 
He  came  down  from  the  Mount  of"  Transfigura- 
tion ?  0  faitblefs  and  perverfe  f  Generation  !  They 
were  perverfe,  becaufe  faithlefs.— What  fays  He 
to  the  Travelers,  whom  He  overtook  in  their 
Journey  to  Emmaus  f  O  Foolsy  and  flow  of  Heart 

tQ 

•  Rom.  iv.  20. 
t  AitrpxfjLfUfHt  Matt.  xvii.  17.  Which  Expreffion  in- 
timates, that  a  believing  State  of  Mind,  is  like  fomc 
well  arranged  and  beautiful  Syftem  of  Limbs.  Whereas, 
Unbelief  diflocates  the  Parts,  and  d'iftorts  the  harmonious 
Frame;  Unbelief  deftroys  its  comely  Proportions,  ixA 
int(?rrupt8  its  regular  Operations, 
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U  hdiroe*  f   They  were  Fools,  becaufe    flow  to 
bciievc. — What  fays  He  to  the  Apoftles,  after  his 
Refurreaion  i    JESUS  upbrdded  them  with  tiar 
Unbelief  i*     He  took  no  notice  of  their  cowardly 
and  perfidious  Behaviour  j    He   inveighed    againft 
none  of  their  other  Follies  and  Infirmiues  ;   but  He 
upbraided  them  with  their  Unbelief.  '  Not  geitttf 
rebuked.     No;  this  was  a  Fault,  fo  unreafonable 
in  itfelf,  fo  reproachful  to  their  M  A  S  T  E  R,  fo 
pernicious  to  themfelvcs,    that  He  feverely    repri- 
numded  them  for  it  5  with  an  Air  pf  Yehemence, 
and  with  fi  Mixture  of  Invedive. 

Is  \t  profitable  tq  Ourfelves  ?^T-^qthing  Icfe.  It 
damps  our  Love,  and  dimlniihes  our  Comfort.  It 
fubjefts  Us  to  that  Fear,  which  hath  Torment; 
and  difqualifies  Us  for  that  Obedience,  vtrhich  is 

filial.     Ih  a  word  ;  tl^is  diftruftful  and  unbelieving 

.     ^  ■   .. .     .< 

1  emper 

•  Afoqiot,  Lukexxiv.  25.  Not  thougbtlefs,  hutfiufid 
Creatures  ;  void  of  Undcrftanding  ;  as  we  fay  in  £h^ 
lifif^  nvitbeut  common  Senfe ;  *or,  as  Horace  would  have  fai4 
in  Latin, 

O  trihtts  Anticyris  Caput  infanahih  / 

t  Mark  xvi.  14.  The  Word  is  not  vn^^^i^viy  a$  in  Ldit 
xvii.  3.  not  iAiy|iy,  as  in  Tit,  i.  13.  bat  v^u^t.    Which 
Signifies,  not  barely  a  Rebuke,  but  a  Rebuke  accompa- 
nied with  keen  and  flinging  RefIe£lions^    fuch  as  may 
cover  the  Face  with  Blumes,  and  wound  the  Heirt  with 
Anguiih. — It  is  ofed,  by  the  Evangelift  tuke^  and  by 
the  Apoftle    Peter,    to   defcribe  thofe  Calumnies,   In- 
veftives,  and  Reproaches,  with  which  the  Pcrfecutors 
of  Chriftianity  endeavoured  to  gall  and  affii^  the  Chrif- 
,tians.     Luke  vi.  22.   i  Pet,  iv.  14. — .Though our  L  O.RIX 
JESUS  was  moft  amiably  tender  and  gentle;  yet, 
when  Severity  was  necefTary  and  wholefome.  He  knew 
how  to  be  fevere.     Our  all- wife  PHYSICIAN  could 
.apply  the  Cauflic,  ^s  well  as  adminifter  the  CordiaL  Sec 
a  moft  pregnant  Exemplification  of  this  Remark,  Matt. 
xii.  19,  20.  compared  with  Verf.  34,  tffr. 
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Temper  weakens  every  Principle  of  Piety,  and  an- 

poverilhes  the  whole  Soul. — Whence  come  fptri- 

tual  Ina£tivity  and  Remiflhefs  i  Whence  proceed 

Sterility  and  Unfruitfulnefs  in  the  Knowledge  of 

CHRIST?  St.  Peter  afcribes  them  all  to  an  ha^ 

bitUal  Unbelief.     Such  Perfons,  he  fays,  havrfir-^ 

gotten  that  they  were  purged  from  their  former  Sins  ♦• 

A  Forgetfulnefs  of  this  grand  Benefit  is,  to  every 

ICind  of  praflical  Godlinefs,  like  a  Lethargy  ta 

the  Powers  of  the  Body  f,  or  like  a  Blafl  to  the 

Fruits  of  the  Tree  J. 

Let  Us  then,  my  dear  Friend,  ca/t  away  this  Sifiy 
which yS  eajily  befeis  Us  both.  It  clogs  our  Feet ;  it 
hampers  all  our  Powers ;  and  hinders  Us  from  rzar- 
mng  with  Alacrity  and  Speed,  The  Race  that  is  fet 
before  Us>-WYi2it  fays  David  ?  GOD  hatbf^oken 
in  his  Holinefs  || ;  hath  made  an  exprefs  and  inviola- 
ble Promife,  that  I  fhall  be  Ruler  of  his  People 
IfraeL  I  wilt  rejoice  therefore;  away  with  cveiy 
alarming  Apprehenfion*  Notwithftandingall  Op- 
pofition,  I  will  exult  in  Hope.  Nay  more ;  I  will 
divide  Shecbenty  and  mete  out  the  Valley  of  Steccolh  ; 
I  will  look  upon  the  whole  Land  as  my  own,  I 
will  divide  it,  and  difpofe  of  it,  juft  as  if  it  was 
already  in  my  Poffeffion — ^Why  (hould  not  you  and 
lalfofay?  GO D  hath fpoken  in  bis  Holinefs-,  hath 
cxprefsly  and  folemnly  declared,  The  Promife  of  an 

all- 
•  2  Pet.  1.  8,  9.  f  A^c* 

t  Aico^mifi.  The  Greeks  a^q  which  We  tranilate  iar^ 
rent  fignifies  fupine^  negligent^  JlothftfL  Thia  varies  the 
Idea,  and  points  out  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  £yil» 
which  is  exprefled  in  the  following  Word  axat^q.  Sleib- 
fdntfs  occa£oQs  Unfruitfulnefs,  and.  both  are  produced 
by  Unbelief 

B  Pfal.  be.  fc 
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all-fufficient  SAVIOUR  isto  You.     We  will  re-- 
joice  therefore  5  confiding  in  this  mod  faithful  Word, . 
We   will  bid  adieu  to  all  difquieting  Fears,  and 
make  our  Boaft of  this  glorious  REDEEMER. 
Yes ;     notwithftanding    all     our    Unworthinefs, 
CHRIST  and  his  Atonement,  CHRIST  and  his 
Rightcoufnefs,  are  ours.     GOD  hath  paflfed   his 
Word  ;  and  his  Word  fhall  ftand  for  ever.    Amidft 
all  the  Flucftuations  of  our  Temper,   and   all  the 
Surges  of  Temptation,  this  is  our  Anchor.     Its 
Hold  is  firm,  and  its  Ground  immoveable  *. 

Tber.  I  have  heard  fptne  People  diftinguifli,  be- 
tween the  Faith  of  Reliance^  and  the  Faith  of  jf/^ 
Jurance\  between  the  reflex  and  the  direSf  A£k  of 
Faith.  Methinks,  I  approve  thefe  Sentiments, 
though  I  diflike  the  Terms.  The  Sentiments  are 
happily  adapted,  to  the  Relief  of  human  Infirmity  ^ 
though  the  Terms  are  rather  too  abftrufe,  for  or- 
dinary Capacities  to  underftand. 

Afp.  I  cannot  fay,  that  I  am  very  fond,  either  of 
the  one,  or  of  the  other.  In  my  Opinion,  they 
both  partake  too  much  of  the  Subtility  of  the 
Schools  ;  and  are  more  likely  to  create  Perplexity, 
than  to  adminifter  godly  Edifying.  For  which 
Reafon,  I  ihould  choofe  to  drop  the  difficult  Phrafes, 

and 

•  This  very  important  Dodrine  Is  more  copioufly  dif- 
played,  in  a  Sermpn  of  Mr.  Erjkineh  on  the  Affurance  of 
Fauhy  Vol. III.  p.  201. — Were  I  to  read,  in  order  tore- 
fine  my  Taftey  or  improve  my  Style;  I  would  prefer 
Bifliop  Atterburfs  Sermons,  Dr,  Bates's  Works, .'or  Mr. 
Seed's  Difcourfes.  But  were  I  to  read,  with  a  iingle  View 
to  the  Edification  of  my  Heart,  in  true  Faith,  folid  Com- 
fort, and  evangelical  Holineis ;  I  would  have  recour/^ 
to  Mr.  Erjkine^  and  take  his  Volumes  for  mj  Guide^  wy 
Companion^  and  my  n^n  familiar  Friend* 
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»id  not  to  dwell  on  the  nice  Diftinaions.  Yet,  if 
"We  muft  not  difmifs  them,  without  feme  Notice^ 
I  would  juft  remark — 

That  the  Faith  of  Reliance^  in  its  true  fcriptural 
Senfe,  includes  or  prcfuppofes  a  Degree  of  Affur- 
SLncc'-^Includes ;  for  what  is  Reliance,  but  a  Rc- 
pofc  of  the  Mind,  which  is  attended  with  Tranqui- 
lity,   and   excludes  Perturbation  ?  How  can  this 
take  place,,  if  there  be  no  Sort  of  Convidtion,  That 
the  LORD  is  my  Light  and  my  Salvation  P^-Pre^ 
fuppcfes ;    for,    who  would  rely  on  a  Satisfa^^on 
jBnade,  without  being  perfuaded,  that  the  Satisfac- 
tion is  for  Him  and  his  Iniquities  ?  Reliance,  fepa- 
rated  .from  this  Perfuaiion,    feems  to  be  neither 
comfortable,  nor  reafonable. 

As  to  thofe,  who  infift  upon  what  they  call  the 
nfiex  Aft  of  Faith ;  fure,  they  miftake  the  Nature 
of  the  Thing.     This,  if  I  underftand.them  arigtie, 
is  their  Way  of  arguing  ;  '*'  I  am  a  new  Creature  ; 
^«  Hove  the  LORD  JESUS  in  Sincerity;  I 
"  have  the  Fruits  of  the   SPIRIT.     From 
"  whence  it  is  plain,  that  C  H  R  I S  T  znd  his 
"  Salvation  are  mine."     Now,  in  all  this  Proce- 
dure, I  cannot difcern  the  lead  Foot-ftep  of  Faith; 
no  not  the  leaft  Trace  of  receiving  a  TeRimony, 
or  relying  upon  a  SAVIOUR,     Here  is  no- 
thing more  than  a  logical  Deduction  of  one  Pro- 
pofition  from  another ;  a  Conclufion  drawn  from 
given  Premifes.     Grant  the  latter,  and  any  Perfon, 
without  any  Aid  from  the  SPIRIT,  will  infer 
the  former.     It  may,  therefore,  more  properly  be 
reckoned  an  A£t  of  Reafoning,  than  of  Believing  ; 
it  is  founded  on  what  We  Ourfelvesy>^/,  not  upon 
the  Record  oC  a  faithful  Q  O  D ;   and  it  is  ftyled, 

by 
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by  judicious  Writers,  the  Afiuratice  of  Btnfe  r^ 
ther  than  of  Faith, 

Whcri,  in  Conformity  to  the  afbre-meatiohei 
Opinidhy  We  are  advifcd  to  prove  oar  Tide  t6 
Comfdrty  by  genuine  Marks  of  Converfion  ;  and 
taught,  on  this  Column  to  iix  the  Capital  of  Af* 
furance  \  I  would  rather  propofe  a  (^eftioii,^  thai/ 
advance  Objections. — Is  not  this  fomewhat  like 
placing  the  Dome  of  a  Catbedral,  upon  the  Stxllc 
of  a  Tulip  f 

Ther.  No,  fay  T hejr ;  it  was  the  Praaice  of  the 
Apoftle  Himfelf }  and  He  has  left  it  upon  Recordy 
as  a  Pattern  for  all  Pofterity  to  copy;  ff^^  knew 
that  We  are  pajjiifrom  Diaib  uxto  Lifiy  hetttufi  W^ 
lave  the  Brethren. 

Afp.  Obferve,  Ti/rfl«,  die  Procefs  of  the  Apof- 
tle's  Reafoning.  It  is  like  the  Form  of  in  inverter! 
Cone;  where  Yotf  have  firft  the  P©intj  and  from 
thence  proceed  to  the  Barfe*  So  the  facfed- Writer 
b^ins  with  the  lefs,  and  afcends  to  the  gfeater 
Proof.  He  fays,  in  one  of  the  following  Wefk:^  j 
Hereby  perceive  We  ths  Love  cf  GOD*^  heeaufe  He 

laid 

♦  I  John  ill  1 6.  The  Word  GOD  is  not  in  die  On- 
ginal.  It  was  omited  by  the  Apoftle,  jutt  as  the  pard- 
cular  Name  is  omited  by  Mary^  when  She  fpeaks  to  the 
Gardener ;  5/r,  if  thou  haft  home  Him  hence — and  by  the 
Churchy  when  She  addreffcs  the  facred  ObjeS  o{  her 
Aifeflion  ;  Let  Him  if//}  nU  'with  the  Kijfes  of  his  Mouth  : 
John  XX.  15.  Cantic.  i.  i.— In  all  which  Places,  there 
IS  a  Language,  a  very  emphatical  Language,  even  in 
the  Silence.  It  declares,  how  deeply  the  Heart  was 
penetrated,  how  totally  the  Thoughts  were  poffeffed,  by 
the  beloved  and  illuftrious  Subjedl.  It  expreffes  alfo  the 
fuperlative  Dignity  and  Aimiablenefs  of  the  Pcrfoit 
meant :  as  though  He,  and  He  alone,  either  was,  or  de- 

fervcd 
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imddoumbitJLifr^  not  merely  j]p;>rSmiiers,  hut  fir  Ui 
in  particiilar.'^-Here^  You  fee,  is  Aflurance  by  th^ 
diredl  A<9:  of  Faith.  F<^om  tbis  Truth  believed,  from 
this  Bleffing  received,  the  Lov^  of  the  Brethren  tak^9 
its  Rife.  Which  may  very  juftly  be  admited  as  an 
£vidence»  that  our  Faith  is  r^a]»  ^  tmc  Aflurance 
no  Delufion.  As  yonder  Leaves  may  ierve  to  diftin- 
£uiih  the  particular  Species,  and  afcertain  the  heal* 
thy  State,  of  the  Trees  on  which  they  grow. 

When  your  Tenants  bring  in  their  Rent,  this 
affords  no  contemptible  Evidence,  th^t  the  Lands, 
which  they  rcfpe^ivcly  occupy,  are  yours.  But 
this  is  a  Proof  which  doc^  not  occur,  either  every 
Day  or  every  Week ;  it  is  occafional  only,  and  of 
the  fubordinate  Kind.— The  ^aurf  Demonftratjon, 
that  which  is  always  at  hand,,  and  always  forcible,  is, 
your  Pofleffion  of  the  Deeds  of  Conveyance.  Thus, 
the  Promife  of  G  O  D  in  his  divine  Word  is  our 
Charter,  or  the  authentic  Conveyance  of  our  Right 
to  Pardon  and  Saivation.  Make  juft  the  fame  Dif- 
ferenoe  between  tbi$  Promife  and  your  own  Holi- 
nefs,  as  You  make  between  the  Writings  of  your 
EftatB  and  the  Receival  of  the  Revenues,  You  will 
^en  judge  aright,  becaufe  your  Judginent  will 
coincide  with  the  Apoftlc's. 

Befides ;  this  Method  of  feeking  Peace  and  Ai^ 
furance,  I  fear,  will  perplex  the  Simple-minded  $ 
and  cherifl),  rather  than  fupprefs,  the  Fluctuations 
of  Doubt.  For,  let  the  Matjcs  be  what  You  pleafey 
a  Love  of  the  Brethren,  or  a  Love  of  all  Righte- 
Voi.  liL  F  f  ottfiicfe;i 

fervcd  to  be,  known  and  admired  by  j^L  For  which 
Keafea,  to  mtiuion  his  Name,  or  difjday  his  ExcMsn* 
cies,  feemed  as  ntedhfs^  as  to  flxew  Light  to  the  opened 
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ouftiefs,  a  Change  of  Heart  or  an  Alteration  of 
Life ;  thefe  good  Qualifications  are  fometimes  like 
the  Stars  at  Noon-Day,  not  eajilyj  if  at   all,  dif- 
cemable ;  or  elfe  they  are  like  a  Glow-worm  in 
the  Nigh*,  giimnuring^  rather  than  fhining.     Con- 
fequently  will  yieldv  at  the  beff,  but  a  feeble,  ai 
the  worft,    a  very  precarious  Evidence. — If,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  We  fliould  acquire  fome  little  Af- 
furance,  how  foon  may  it  be  unfettled  by  the  lii- 
curfions  of  daily  Temptation,  or  deftroyed  by  the 
Infurre£tion  of  remaining  Sin  !   At  fuch  a  Junc- 
ture, how  wiH  it  keep  its  Standing !  HoWretain 
its  Being  !  It  will  but  Kke  a  tottering  Wall,  be- 
fore the  Tempeft ;  or  be  as  the  Rujb  without  A£rr, 
and  the  Flag  without  Water  *. 
'   Inftead  therefore  of  poring  on  our  own  Hearts, 
to  difcover,  by  inherent  Qualities,  oitr  Interefrin 
CHRIST^  i  ihould  rather  renew  my  Application 
to  the  free  and  faithful  Promife  of  the  L  Q  R  D ; 
aflfert  and  maintain  my  Title,  on  this  unalterabb 
Ground. — ««  Pardon  is  minej  I  would  fay,  Giace 
^  is  mine,  CHRIST  ^nd  all  his  fpiritu^Bleff- 
♦<  ings  are  mine.     Why  ?  becaufe  I  am  confciom 
<<  of  fandifying  Operations  in  my  own  Breaft  ? 
"  Rather  becaufe  GOD  batbfpoken  in  his  Holimjs  y 
^^  becaufe  all  thefe  precious  Privileges  are  con- 
<*  figned  over  to  me  in  the  evcrlafting  Gofpel,  with 
«  a  Clearnefs  unqueftionable  as  the  Truth,  with  a 
♦<  Gkrtainty  inviolable  as  the  Oath  of  G  O  D,'* 

Caft  your  Eye  into  yonder  Meadow.  Take  no- 
tice of  that  induftrious-/(^^;?Mr« ;  how  intent  He 
is  upon  the  Purfult  of  his  Buiinefs  f  He  has  juft 
thrown. hi«  Net,  and  taken  a  confiderable  Booty* 

You: 
•  Job  viii.  It. 
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You  do  not  fee  Him  fpending  his  Time  in  Idle 
Triumphs,  on  account  bf  his  Succefs.  He  does 
not  ftand  tomeafure  the  Dimenfionsof  the  Fifh,  or 
compute  the  Value  of  his  Prize.  But  having, 
without  Delay,  fecured  the  Captives  ;  He  prepares 
for  another  Caft,  and  hopes  for  another  Draught. 

So  let  Us,  inftead  of  exulting  in  any  paft  Acqui- 
fitions,  feek  afrefh  to  the  inexhauftible  Fulnefs  of 
GO  D  our  S  A  V I O  U  R.     If  we  have  been  bleff- 
ed  with  any  Tafte  of  his  Goodnefs,  or  any  Token^ 
of  his  Love,  let  Us  not  too  fondly  dote  upon  the 
Sweetnefs  of  fuch  Experiences.     Let  Us  not  make 
them  the  Foundation  of  our  Confidence,  but  only 
fo  many  Encouragements  to  perfevere  and  advance 
believing.     That,  having  Life  and  having  Peace 
from  our   Divine  HEAD,    we  may  have  them 
more  abundantly  *.     Then  will  be  fulfilled  the  Say- 
ing which  is  written;  The  Juji^  the  Righteous  ia 
JESUS  CHRIST— Jball  live,  fhall  not  only  be 
delivered  from  Condemnation  and  Death,  but  Ihall 
thrive   in  Comfort,  and   flouriih  in  Godlinefs— « 
How?   By  reflefting  on   their  Sanftification,    or 
viewing  their  own  Attjiihments?  No;  but  by  the 
infinitely  more  encouraging  Views  of  their  Com- 
pletenefs  in  CHR  tSTy  and  by  a  fre^,  a  repeated, 
a  never-ccafing  Exercife of  Faith fj  on  that  HO- 
LY ONE  of  GOD. 

This  the  Apoftle  has  tcftificd,  and  this  the  Pro- 
phet confirms.  Thou  Jhalt  keep  Him  in  perfe£i  Peace^ 
whofe  Mind  isftaid  in  a  fixed  Dependence  on  Thee  X^ 

And 

•  John  X.  10.  t  Rom.  i.  17. 

.    X  IfauTuxn.  3.  "jlDD*     Not  hovering  in  Suipenfe  ; 
dottbtifol«  whether  at  ihall  confide,  or  no ;  biit  deters 
F  f  a  mined 
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And  why  7  Becaufe,  fuch  a  Perfon,  examinmg  his 
Condu£t)  difcovers  the  Evidences  of  a  living  Faith  I 
This  Anfwer  many  ferious  People  would  make*. 
But  the  infpired  Writer  has  made  another ;  which  I 
cannot  but  prefer,  and  in  which  I  fully  acquiefce. 
Thou  Jhalt  keep  Him  in  ferftit  Peace^  because  Hit 
#n^W^  fteadily,  habitually,  inceflantly,  trufittth  in 
Thee.  Whatever  Variations  may  happen,  within 
Him  or  around  Him,  in  the  Frame  of  his  Heart,  oe 
tiie  Circumftances  of  his  Life,  as  to  this  grand  Point, 
He  is  fixed  and  invariable.  He  trufteth,  ftill  truAedi. 
in  THEE— in  Thee,  O  thou  adorable  JEHO  VAH; 
that  all  thy  infinite  Perfe^ions  are  his  Shield,  and 
his  exceeding  great  Reward-»in  Thee,  O  thoit 
exalted  JESUS\  that  all  thy  inconceivable 
Merits,  are  his  juftifying  Righteoufnefs,  a^d  tiM 
Strength  of  his  Salvation-— in  Thee,  O  thou  eternal: 
SPIRIT;  that  Thou  wilt  never  leave  Him, 
nor  forfake  Him;  but  faofUfy  Him.  thrcNighout^ 
and  fupport  Him  to  the  End. 

This  is  the  Expedient,  the  effefhtal  and  happy 
Expedient,  to  feed  that  Lamp  of  Godlinefs,  and! 
to  Quicken  that  Flame  of  Zeal;  which,  having 
cheated  Us  in  our  earthly  Pilgrimage,  mnI  animated 
Us  in  our  Chrifiian  Warfare,  will  be  brightened 
into  a  Crown  of  iipmortal  Glory  in  the  Heavens. 

Here  the  difappointed  Vifitants  went  in ;  and, 
after  a  flight  Refrelhmcnt,  took  Coach.— As  they, 
were  returning  Home,  Tberw  obferved,  not  with^ 
out  Concern,  the  changed  and  melancholy  Afpe^ 
of  Things,  in  the  Territories  of  the  Hufbandman. 

The 

anined  and  eftahliflfetl.  Titrtnga^  npon  tfce  Place,  vtrjr. 
juftly  obfenrcs  ;  Vera  Fidei  eft  CffarttOrr^  effl  fimmn^ 
fiUdmti  benefuffukftm^  qmeiexciaditidnbitationcm- 
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The  Fidds  of  Corn,  which  a  little  while  ago,  were 
gracefully  ered,  or  foftty  inclining  to  the  Breeze, 
lay  funk  and  flatted  under  the  impetuous  Rains. — 
Such,  added  Afpafto^  fuch  I  apprehend  will  be  our 
Faith,  if  it  is  wholly  feparated  from  AflTurance,  or 
if  its  Afiurance  is  ere£):ed  on  any  Endowments  of 
our  own. 

Ti/r.  If  this  IS  the  Cafe,  what  can  be  the  Rea- 
son, iirfiy  fo  many  People  are  totally  deftitute  of  all. 
religious  AiTurance  ?  Have  no  Notion  of  it,  much 
4cfs  afpire  after  it  ?  Nay  5  would  be  much  furprifed, 
perhaps  highly  difgufted,  at  the  very  Mention  of 
iiich  a  Do6lrine. 

Afp.  If  People  never  afpire  after  the  AflTurance  of 
Faith,  or  an  appropriating  Intereft  in  C  HR  ISTy^ 
1  very  much  queftion,  whether  they  are  truly  a-* 
wakened,  or  really  in  earneft.  They  are  like  the 
Men  of  Ephraim^  whom  the  Prophet  ftiles  a  Gake 
mPt  turned  *  j  neither  Bread,  nor  yet  Dough  ;  nei- 
ther abfolute  Reprobates,  nor  real  Saints.  Or,  as 
our  LORD  explains  the  Proverb,  in  his  Charge 
•againft  the  Church  of  Laodiceay  They  are  neither 
i$i  nor  eoldf.  Not  frozen  in  Infcnfibility,  'tis 
true  J  at  the  fame  Time,  not  fervent  in  Spirit ; 
but  indifferent  and  lukewarm  in  the  Concerns  of 
Reltgion. 

Among  the  Reafons,  why  fo  few  Perfons  attain 
this  eminent  Bleffing,  We  may  reckon  the  follow- 
ing.— They  underftand  not  the  perfeft  Freenefs  of 
Grace,  nor  the  immenjefy  rich  Merits  of  CHIilS  T. 
—They  aevcrconfider  the  unfpcakable  Falue  of  an 
-alKired  Faith;  neither  are  they  aware,  that  it  is 
for  the  Enjoyment  of  Sinners.  Yes,  of  Sinners, 
even  before  they  h  ve  one  Mark  of  Reformation  to 

F  f  3  fliew, 

•  Hof.  viL    .8  t  Rev,  iii.  15, 
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flicW)  or  the  leaft  Evidence  of  any  Goodnels    in^ 
Themfeives  ♦. — Either  they  feek  it  not  at  all  j   or 
elfe  they  feek  it,  where  it  Is  not  to  be  found  ^  from 
fome  Works  of  Righteoufncfs  in  themfelves,  rather 
than  from  the  gracious  Promife  of  G  O  D    ixi  his' 
Word.     Which  is  altogether  as  ill  judged,   and  as 
furc  to  iffue  in  Difappointmcnt,   as  if  a    Pcrlbil 
fhould  go  in  qucft  of  Ice  amidft  the  torrid  .Zone, 
or  expert  to  find  fplcy  lilands  under  the  northern 
Pole. 

But  whether  People  confider  it  or  no,  th^  Value 
of  an  affured  F^ith  is  indeed  unfpeakable.     When 
this  is  wrought  in  the  Heart,  Peace  will  ftand  firm^ 
and  Affliftions  drop  their  Sting.     Prayer  will  re- 
turn laden  with  Treafures,    and  Death   will  ap- 
proach ftripped  of  its  Terrors.     The  Soul  will  be 
as  a  watered  Garden^  and  all  her  Graces  hUJfom  as  a 
Rofe. — ^When  this  is  wrought  in  the  Heart,    the 
Gofpel   of  CHRISTj   will   appear  with   new 
Charms,  and  operate  with  new  Energy.    Its  Hymns 
win  no  longer  be  a  ftrange  Language  to  your  Ear, 
nor  its  Privileges  as  forbidden  Fruit  to  your  Palate. 
You  will  then,  as  You  perufe  each  facred  Page, 
feel  it  to  be  the  Power  of  G  O  D,  and  tafle  that  the 
LORD   is  gracious -f.     You  will  reap  a  Benefit, 
and  enjoy  a  Delight,  as  much  fuperior  tq  thofe  of 
the  doubting  Reader ;  as  the  Pleafure  of  eating  this 
delicious  Peach,  is  fuperior  to  the  piere  Defcrip* 
tion  of  its  agreeable  Relifh. 
'    Bear  with  me  a  Moment  longer,  Theron*    For 
You  can  hardly  imaging,  what  an  Improvement 

and 
•  See  MAR  S  HAL'S   Go/p.  Mjft.  DireB.  vii.  wd 
X.     Where  this  Truth,  little  known,  but  Very  cojnfom- 
bie,  is  fully  proved. 

t  rPet,  iii.  3. 
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and  Exaltation  this  will  give,  to  every  Truth  You 
contemplate,  and  every  Obj.iifl  You  behold.— 
When  You  contemplate  the  Rife  of  Kingdoms, 
and  the  Fall  of  Empires  ^  when  You  recoiled  the 
great  and  aftonifhing  Events,  recorded  in  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Nations  ;  how.  highly  delightful,  to  fay ! 
**  All  thefe  paffed  under  the  Superintendency  of 
**  that  Hand^  which  was  pierced  with  the  bloody 
««  Nail,  and  faftened  to  the  curfed  Crofs  for  Me.". 
— ^When  You  behold  the  Magnificence  of  Crea- 
tion^ and  the  Richnefs  of  its  Furniture  ^  the  Gran*- 
deur-of  Nature,  and  the  Variety  of  hqr  Works  :j 
what  a  heightened  Pleafure  mufl:  they  all  impart^ 
i^  as  You  view  the  glorious  Scene,  your  Thoughts 
make  Anfwer  to  your  Eyes  !  "  AH  thefe  were 
*<  brought  into  Exiftencc  by  that  adorable  P  E  Rr- 
"  SON,  who-fuftained  my  Guilt,  and  wrought 
♦'  out.«iy  juftifying  Righteoufnefi." 

O  !  that  We  may  receive,  by  Faith^  this  mo^ 
"bleffed  REDEEMER!  O!  that  our  Faith  may 
grow  inceflantly,  grow  exceeding^* f  Till  it  be 
rooted^  like  thofe  full-grown  Oaks,  under  which 
We  lately  walked  1  and  graundedf^  like  that  well- 
T)uilt  Edifice,  which  is  ftill  in  our  View  ! 

Ther.  Moft  heartily  I  join  in  this  Wifli.  Of 
that  every  Objeftion,  for  the  future,  may  be  fu- 
-perfeded,  as  foon  as  ftarted  5  and  filenccd,  or  evef 
it  open  its  Mouth  I  I  muft  beg  of  my  Friend  to 
inform  me,  how  I  may  get  the  better  of  that  un- 
accountable Miftruft  and  Diffidence^  which  I  feel 
Ff  4  ih 

•  2  ThefT.  i.  3. 

f  Rooted  and  grounded,  t^i^ufuwt  KM  7i^ifj(j^uffMiioi,  Thefs 
are  the  Apoftle's  beautiful  Ideas,  or  rather  exprefliv^ 
jSimilitudcs,  each  comprehended  in  a  fingle  Word.  F/fb* 
lii.  18.  ' 
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in  my  Httrti  Ah<t  whith  have  made  me  fo  eafily 
fufccptibk  of  unbeWcvihglmprcjQlcrts. 

jtj^.  You  hive  crttirely  eufed  me,  Theron^  of 
making  Apologies.  Would  t6  GOt),  I  might 
be  as  fttccefefuHy  inftrumental,  in  delivering  my 
Friend  from  his  Doubts  !  That  the  Qofpel  might 
come  to  Us  both,  as  it  came  to  the  Thejfbtonian 
Cotrocrts^  not  in  JVord  only^  but  in  Pittoer^  and  in  the 
HOLY  GHOS%  and inmuch  AJfktatue'^ f 

Praytr  is  one  Expedient.  Every  good  Gift  is 
front  above,  and  cometh  down  from'  the  FA- 
THER of  Lights.  CHRIST  is  not  only  the 
ObjeQ,  but  the  Author  and  Finifher  erf  our  Faith. 
LO  RD^  increafe  our  Faith^  was  the  Requeft  of  the 
Difciples,  and  ihould  be  the  prevailing  Language 
of  our  Hearts. 

Faith  cometh  by  hearing  f,  by  meditating  on,  by 
praying  over,  this  Word  of  Life,  and  Word  of 
Grace.  Lay  up  therefore  many  feleft  Portions  of 
Scripture,  many  of  the  divine  Promifes  in  your 
Memory.  Stock  that  noble  Cabinet  with  this  in- 
valuable Treafure.— And  never,  never  forget  the 
Freenefi^  with  which  the  Promife  is  made,  and  its 
good  Things  are  beftowed.  You  are  to  receive 
the  one,  and  apply  the  other,  not  with  a  full,  but 
•  with  an  empty  Hand ;  not  as  a  righteous  Perfon, 
but  as  ah  unworthy  Creature. 

Make  the  Trial,     Exercife  Yourfelf  in  this  great 
Secret  of  true  Godlinefs.     I  am  fatisfied,  it  will  be 
produftive  of  the  moft  beneficial  Effefis. — Look 
wnto  JESUS  as  dying  inywr  Stead,  and  pur- 
chafing 
•  itheff.  I  5. 
t  Rofk.  X.  17.    Oti  Which  Actount  the  Scriptttres  am 
ftiled.  The  Wgrks  ofFmth^  I  Tim.  iv.  6* 
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cihafing  both  Grace  and  Glory  farydiir  Enjoyment. 
Come   unto  GOD,  as  a  poor  Sinner,  yet  with  a 
confident  Dependence  ;  expe£):ing  all  fptritual  BIe(F- 
ings,    through  HIM  that  loved  Ycu^   and  gave 
Himfelf  for  Y^u. — Hi  that  helttveth^  with  this  ap- 
propriating Faith,  fi)all  not  be  confounded*^  nor  fruf- 
trated  in  his  Expeaations.     He  that  beUevetb^  with 
this   appropriating  Faith,  fiudl  have  the  Witnefs  in 
himfelf  \.    Nothing  will  bring  in  fuch  Light  and 
Peace,  fuch  Holinefs  and  Happinefs  to  his  Soul.-** 
The  Ephe/ians^  thus  believing,  were  feakd  tj[;ith  that 
Hofy  SPIRIT  rf  PromifiX.     The  difperfcd   of 
Jfrael^  thus  believing,  rejoiced  with  Joy  unjpeakahle  ||. 
Thofe  were  marked  out  as  rightful  Heirs,   Thefe 
were  bleffed  blefled  with  fome  delightful  Foretajies^ 
and  both  were  prepared  for  the  complete  Fruition, 
of  Life  and  Immprtality.     O  !  that  We  may  be 
Followers  of  their  Example,  and  Sharers  of  their 
Felicity  ! 

As  for  thofe  Doubts,  which  have  given  You  (o 
much  Perplexity,  and  coft  Us  fo  long  a  Difquifi* 
tion,  look  upon  them  as  fome  of  your  greatejl  Ens^ 
tnies.  Oppofe  them,  with  alt  the  Refolution  and 
all  the  Vigour  of  your  Mind. — ^Nay ;  look  upon 
thofe  unreafonable  Doubts,  as  fome  of  your  greatejt 
Sfns,    Confefs  them,  with  the  deepeft  Shame  ;  and 

prajr 

•  1  Pet.  ii.  6.  +   I  Johnv.  lo. 

t  Efh.  u  13.  Utrivffatlt^  so-^p/IcrSA,  not  After  that  Ye 
Mu'ved ;  but  Belie<ving  Ye  luere  feakd.  In  the  Way  of 
Believing,  Ye  became  Partakers  of  this  fealing  and  fane- 
tifying  SPIRIT.  Conformably  to  the  Expoftulation 
of  the  Apoftle  on  another  Occafion,  Received  Ye  the 
SPIRIT^  hythe  Works  of  the  /;«w,  or  hy  the  Hearing^ 
0/  Faith  ? 

H  I  Pet.  i.  8. 
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pray  agauift  them,  with  the  utmoft  Ardour. — ^W'A 
equal  Affiduity  and  Zeal,  let  Us  prefs  after  a  fled- 
faft,  an  immoveable,  a  triumphant  Faith. — ^Faitb 
is  the  Vehicle  and  the  Inftrument  of  every  Good  ; 
jt/l  Things  are  peffiUe  49  Him  that  believeth  *. — Faid 
IS  the  immediate  and  grand  End  of  the  whole  Gof- 
pel ;  Tbife  Things  are  written  that  Te  might  believe  \, 
—Let  Us  therefore  covet,  carn^ly  let   Us  covet 
this  beft  of  Gifts,  and  Jbew  all  Diligence  to  the  full 
Assurance  of  FmthXi  and  the  full  Assur- 
ance ^  Hope  I — by  the  firft,  thankfully  receiv- 
ing prefent  Pardon — by  the  laft,  joyfully   exped^ 
ing  future  Glory. 

•  Markix.  23.         f  John  xx.  31.        J   Heb.  x,.22« 
d  Bab.  vii.  !!• 
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I H  E  next  Morning,  Theron^  ordered  a 
cold  Collation  to  be  prepared,  and  his 
Pleafure-Boat  to  hold  itfelf  in  Readi- 
nefs. — ^Breakfaft  being  difpatched,  and 
fome  neceffary  Orders,  relating  to  the 
Family,  given — Now,  fays  He  to  Afpafio^  let  me  ful- 
fil my  Promife ;  or  rather  let  us  execute  our  mutual 
Engagement ;  and  confign  the  Remainder  of  this 
mild  and  charming  Day,  to  a  rural  Excurfion. 

We  will  take  our  Route  along  one  of  the  fineft 
Roads  in  the  World.     A  Road,  incomparably  more 
curious  and  durable,  than  the  famous  Caufeys  raifed 
by  thofepuiflantHands,  which  conquered  theGlobe. 
A  Road,  which  has  fubfifted  from  the  Beginning  of 
Time ;  and,  though  frequented  by  innumerable  Car- 
riages, laden  with  the  heavieft  Burdens,  has  never 
been  gulled,    never  wanted  Repair,    to  this  very 
Hour.— Upon  this,  they  ftep  into  the  Chariot,  and 
are  conveyed  to  a  large  navigable  River ^  about  three 
Quarters  of  a  Mile  diftant  from  the  Houfe. — Here 

they 
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they  ianncb  upon  a  new  Element,  attended  by  fH 
•in-  diiiee  Servants,  expert:  <at  kindik^  the  Oar^  aa 

jnaMging  the  Nets. 

Is  this  the  Road^  rcfRied  J^a/h^  en  wiilcfc  ^ 
Friend  hcftows  his  Paacgfiic  f  it  b  indeed  suf 

curious  in  its  Strudiue,  and  more  durable  in  is 
Subftance,  than  the  celebrated  Ronton  Caufeys. 
Though  I  muft  affure  you,  the  latter  have  a  vcrj 
•diftinguiihed  Share  of  my  Eftcem.  I  admire  thca 
far  beyond  Traj(m^%  PiHar,  <jr  CarattMef^  Baths ;  fr 
4>eyond  the  idle  Pomp  of  the  Fanthemy  or  the  woife 
than  idle  Magnificence  of  the  Amphitheatre,  Tte 
do  the  trucft  Honour  to  the  Empire ;  bcc»ule,  wkik 
^hey  were  th<P  Glory  of  RMme^^  <hey  were  a  gcncd 
Good  *  ;  and  not  only  a  Monument  of  her  Gnft- 
tdeur^  but  a  Benqfit  to  Mankind. 

More  than  all  thefe  '  Works^  I  admire  that  a- 
cellent»  and  divinely  gracibus  Purpofe,  to  wlwck 
Providence  made  the  Empire  itfdf  fubfervient.  It 
was  a  kind  of  Road  or  Caufcy,  few*  the  everlaftisf 
Gofpel.  It  afforded  the  Ward  of  Life  a  free  zsk 
expeditious  Paflage,  to  the  very  Ends  of  the  Eartli 
The  tvangilkd  Dove  mounted  the  Wings  of  the 
Rinnan  Eagle  j  and  flew  with  furprifing  Rapidity, 
through  all  Nations,— Who  would  have  thought, 
ti)at  insatiable  Ambition  aiid  the  moft  Uoody  Ware, 

fhosU 

•  Thefe  Roads  ran  throagh  «!1  Italy^  zstA  ftretdid 
t^etnfelvcs  into  the  Territories  of  France,  They  iwie 
catried  acrofs  tlie  J^s,  the  fymsaw  Moaotains,  and 
through  the  wko*e  Kiftgdosn  of  Spai^.  Soiae  of  thca, 
towards  the  South,  reached  even  to  u^/i^/>//a ;  and  fome 
^fthem,  towards  the  North,  extetided as  hr  zs  Scotlajui, 
The  Remains  of  fevera!  of  them  contiftue  in  Eniland  to 
<Hi»  Day ;  though  they  were  raade^  it  is  probable,  above 
f  .600  Years  a^ou. 
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I&oald  be  paving  a  Way  for  the  PRINCE  of 
Hiumlity  and  P^ce  ?  £bw  remote  from  all  humaa 
Apprehenfion,  was*  fucb.  a  Defign  i  and  bow  con* 
trary  to  the  natural  Refult  of  Things,  was  fuch  aa 
Event !  Moft  remarkably  therefore  was  that  Obfcr- 
vadon  of  the  Pfalmift  verified  :  Hh  f^ays  are  in  the 
Shaj  anJ  his  Paths  in  1^  grtat  ff^atersy  md  his  Fov^ 
Ji^  «rv  not  kHtwn  ♦.. 

Converfing  on  fuch  agreeable  Subje^lS)  they  ar^* 
carried  by  the  Stream^  through  no  Icfs  agreeable 
Scenes.     They,  pafe  by  Hilfe,  clothed  with  hang- 
ing Woods ;  and  Woods,  arrayed  in  varying  Green. 
Hfl-e,  exduded  from  a  Sight  of  the  out-ftretche* 
Plains,  Aey  are  entertained  with  a  Group  of  uni-^ 
fnhfttmtitA  Images,   and  the  Wonders  of  a  mmSm 
Creatitm.'^^Anodier  Sun  ihines,  but  ftript  of  hiai 
blafcing  Beams,  in  the  watery  Concave.     White- 
Clouds  iail  along  the  downward  Slqies,  and  fome* 
times  difclofe,  fometimes  draw  a  Veil  over,  the  ra- 
diant Orb.    Trees,  with  their  inverted  Topf,  ei*- 
.    ther  Bouriih  in  flie  fair  Serene  below  \  or  elfe  pi^iflt,^ 
with  a  pkafing  Dclufion,  the  pellucid  Flood.     Even 
the  Mountains  are  there,  but  in  a^  headlong  Pof-^ 
ture*     Notwithftanding  their  prodigious  Bulk,  they 
quiver  in  this  floating  Mirror,  like  the  poplar  Leaver 
which  adbm  their  Sides. 

Soon  as  the  Boat  advances,  and  difturbs  the  placid 
Surface  ;  the  Waves,  puflied  haftily  to  the  Bank, 
bear  off,  in  broken  Fragments,  ^t  liquid  L^indfchap^.. 
The  fpreading  Circles  feemed  to  prophefy,  as  they 
rolled ;  and  pronounced  the  Pkafures  of  thi^  prefent 
State — the  Pomp  of  Power,  the  Charm  <of  Beauty, 
and:  the  Echo  of  Fame-^pronounced  them  tr^anfiint^ 

a§ 
•  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  i(9» 
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as  their  fpecdy  Pafflkge;  empty,  as  their  unreaf 
Freight. — Seemed  to  propheiy  ?  It  was  more.  Ima- 
gination heard  them  utter,  as  they  ran  j 

Thus  pafs  thejhadowy  Scenes  of  Life  away  f 

Emerging  from  this  fluid  Alley,  formed  and  over- 
hung by  Rocks  and  Trees,  they  enter  the  Level  of 
an  extenfive  Meadow.  The  Eye,  lately  immured^ 
(though  in  pleafurable  Confinement)  now  expands 
her  View,  into  a  Space  almoft  boundlefs,  2uid  a* 
midft  Objefts  little  fliort  of  innumerable. — ^Tranf- 
ported  for  a  while,  at  thjp  wonderful  Variety  of 
beauteous  Images,  poured  in  fweet  Confuiion  all 
around,  (he  hardly  knows,  where  to  fix,  car  which 
to  purfue.  Recovering,  at  length,  from  the  pleaf- 
ing  Perplexity ;  fhe  glances,  quick  and  inftantane- 
ous,  acrofs  the  intermediate  Plain,  and  marks  the 
diftant  Mountains.  How  Cliffs  climb  over  Cliffs, 
till  the  huge  Ridges  gain  upon  the  Sky.  How 
their  diminiihed  Summits  (land  dreffed  in  Blue^  or 
wraped  in  Clouds.  While  all  their  leafy  Struc- 
tures, and  all  tl^^ir  fleecy  Tenants,  are  loft  in  Air. 

Soon  (he  quits  thefe  aerial  Heights,  and  ranges 
the  ruflet  Heath :  here,  (bagged  with  Brakes,  or 
tufted  with  Ru(hes  :  there,  interfperfed  with  (drag- 
gling Thickets,  or  folitary  Trees ;  which  feem,  like 
diiaffe£ied  Partifans,  to  fhiin  each  other's  Shade.-*- 
A  Spire,  placed  in  a  remote  Valley,  peeps  x)vcr  the 
Hills,  Senfe,  furprifed  at  the  amufive  Appearance, 
is  ready  to  fufpe£l,  that  the  Column  rifes,  like  fome 
inchanted  Edifice,  from  the  rifted  Earth.  But 
Reafon  looks  upon  it,  as  the  Earneft  of  a  hidden 
Vale,  and  the  fare  Indication  of  an  adjacent  Town. 
Performing,  in  this  Refpefty  much  the  fame  Office 
4  •         • '       .  *  -to 
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^o  the  Eye,  as  Faitb  executes  with  regard  to  the 
Soul,  when  it  is  the  Evidence  of  Things  not  feen  *. 

Next,  they  rove,  in  eager  and  delighted  Survey,. 

over  many  a  fpacious  Tract.     Where  the  fertile 

Glebe  fpontaneoHfly  thrives  j  or  the  cultured  Field, 

more    than    anfwers   the    Hufbandman's     Hopesi 

Where  Cattle,  of  every  graceful  Form,  and  every 

valuable  Quality,  crop^  the  tender  Herb,  or  drink 

the  cryftal  Rills. — Here,  they  fee  in  Reality ,^  what 

thofe  inimitable  Lines  had  often  fhewed  them  in 

Defcription  ;  Tiou  crowneft  the  Year  with  thy  Gvod^ 

nefsy  and  thy  Paths  drop  Fatnefi.     They  drop  upon  tlye 

Dwellings  of  the  IVildernefs  and  little  Hills  are  girded 

with  Joy.     The  Pajlures  are  clothed  with  Flocks ;    the 

Vallies  alfo  ar^  covered  with  Corn  j  theyjhout^  yea^  they 

fing\* 

Anon,  they  contemplate,  with  increafing  Satif- 
faftion^  Cities  of  Opulence  and  Splendour.  Which 
ipread  the  facrcd  Dome,  and.  lift  the  focial  Roof* 
Where  the  Senate^Houfe  and  Exchange  detain  the 
Sight,  with  their  majeftic  Dimi^nfions ;  and  awaken 
in  the  Mind  the  more  venerable  Ideas,,  of  Juftice 
adminiftered,  and  of  Commerce  abounding.  Cities, 
no^  longer  furrounded  with  the  ftewi  forbidding  Ma- 

jcfty, 
•  Hcb.xi.  V. 
t  Pfal,  Ixv.  i»,  1^,  13.  This,  I  thinks  h  the  findl 
Deicription  of  rural  Aflluence,  and  riif  al  Frofperity,  that 
Poetry  or  Language  canboaft.— >There  is  fomething  in  our 
Tranflation  of  the  laft  Claafib,  a  certain  Curio/a  FeUcitas„ 
which  exceeds,  iflmiftake  not,  even  the  Beauty  of  the 
Original.  The  VaUies  alfo  Jbdl  ftandfo  thick  with  Corny 
that  they  Jhall  laugh  and  iin^.  The  Idea  of  failing  oc 
laughing  feems,  more  happily  than  all  other  Images,  ta 
comport  with  the  placid  joyous  Afped  of  a  Country, 
floqriihing  under  the  forcne^  Skies,  and.  balking  m  thf 
Lap  of  Plenty. 
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jefty,  of  unpaflUtle  IntreochmeiitS)  and  impr^n 
ble  Ramparts  ;  but  incirded  with  the  delicate,  ti 
lAviting  Appendages  of  Gardens  and  Orc/unb 
Tbofiy  decked  with  all  the  foft  Graces  of  Aft  am 
Elegance ;  tbefe^  bluihing  and  pregnant  i^ith  tb 
more  fubftantial  Treaiures  of  fruitful  Mature."- 
Wreaths  of  afcendiog  Smoke,  interaaingled  wiH 
Turrets  and  lofty  Pinnacles,  feem  to  contend  whid 
ihall  ^tfartheft  from  the  Earth,  and  neareft  t^  tie 
Skies.  Happy  for  the  Inhabitants  !  if  fuch  was  the 
habitual  Tendency  of  their  Dellres  *  ;  if  no  otiiet 
Contention  was  known  in  their  Streets. 

*  This  Comparifon,  I  think,  cftnnot  appear  rulgar  to 
thofe  Perfons,  who  have  read,  and  who  rereivnce,  fir 
Book  of  CanticUs.     There,  the  Church,  aicendingcoBti- 
Bually  in  devout  AiFcdions  to  her  beloved  y£SUS, 
and  to  her  heavenly  Home,  is  charaflerized  by  this  verj 
Similitude.     JFbo  is  this  that  cometh  out  of  the  Wiidenufi 
like  Pillars  ^  Smoke  f  Cant.  iii.  6. — ^Though  it  inufi  W 
confeAed,  that  this  Similitude,  Ukeaiany  of  the  Ilhiiha- 
tions  ufed  in  Scripture,  might  have  a  Sort  of  local  Pjq* 
priety ;  peculiar  to  the  People  of  that  Age,  Countiyi 
and  Religion.    It  might  probably  refer  to  thofe  Cofunas 
of  Smoke,  which  arofe  from  the  Swmt-ojferingy  or  fwtuA 
from  the  Altar  of  Incen/e,    If  (o^  this  Circamftance  mal 
give  a  Solemnity  and  Dignity  to  the  Idea,  of  which  maaj 
Readers  are  not  at  all  aware,  and  which  indeed  no  mo- 
dern Reader  can  fully  conceive. 

May  I  take  leave  to  mentioii  another  ComaarHba  of 
this  Kind  }  Th$  Enemies  of  the  L  0  JU> /hall  €Oiifisme  as  fie 
Fat  rf  Lambs ;  yea^  e*uen  as  the  Smoke  fisaU  they  €9i^me 
atvay.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  zo^-rr- Js  the  Fat  9/ Lamis;  is  not, 
to  Us,  a  ihiking  Reprciencation.  But  to  thofe,  who  at* 
tended  the  Altar ;  who  iaw  the  un^ittocks  and  took  cobi^ 
buftible  Parts  of  the  Vi£Um,  blaKing  in  theiacred  Fire ; 
it  prefented  a  very  lively  Im^.  Which  became  ftill 
more  appoiite  and  figni^ant,  if  this  P/alm  was  tagf 
<as  £broc  evidently  was,  2  Chrmi*  xisix^  ay,  1$,)  while 

die 
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'  f^iilasy  elegant  and  magnificent>  feated  in  th^ 
Center  of  an  ample  Park^  or  removed  to  the  Ex- 
tremity of  a  lengthened  Lawn :  not  far  from  a 
beautiful  Refervoir  of  ftanding  Waters,  or  the  more 
faiutary  Lapfe  of  a  limpid  Stream.— -f?//i7j'^j,  clad  in 
homely  Thatch,  and  lodged  in  the  Bofom  of  clu^^ 
tering  Trees.  Ruftics,  iinging  at  their  Work; 
Shepherds,  tuning  their  Pipes,  as  they  ^nd  their 
Flocks  5  Travellers,  purfuing  each  his  refpefiive 
Way,  in  eafy  and  joyous  Security. 

How  pleafing,  fa,id  Afpajio^  is  0»r  Situation  !  How 
delightful  is  the  Afpeft  of  ell  Things  !  One  would 
^moft  imagine,  that  nothing  could  exceed  it,  and 
that  nothing  can  increafe  it.     Yet  there  is  a  Me- 
thod of  increafing  even  this  copious  Delight,  and  of 
heightening  even  this  exquifite  Pleafure.— Let  me  de- 
fire  my  Friend,  anfwcred  Tberony  to  explain  his  Re- 
mark ;  and  not  only  to  explain,  but  to  exempKfy.— • 
If  We  view,  refumed  >^^,   our- own  pro/perous^ 
and  compare  it  with   the-  affiiSfei  Condition   of 
Others,  the  Method  I  propofe,  will  be  reduced  XO 
Prafifice,     Such  a  dark  and   mournful  Contraft, 
muft  throw  additional  Brightnefs,  even  upon  the 
brighteft  Scene. 
Vol.  III.  Gg  Abipve^ 

the  Sacrifice  continued  burning. — None^,  1  believe,  in 
fuch  a  Cafe,  could  forbear  either  to  obferve  or  to  admire 
the  beautiful  Gradation  :  "  The  Enemies  of  the  L  O  R  D 
*•  ihall  pcrifh  as  yonder  Faty  which  is  fo  eafily  fet  on  fire ; 
"  and,  when  once  in  a  Flame,  is  fo  fpeedily  cbnfupied. 
•*  Nay,  they  fhall  be  as  the  Smoke,  which  is  dill  more 
''  tranfient.  Whofe  light  unfubftantiaT  Wreaths,  but 
/*  juft  make  their  Appearapce  to  the  Eye ;  andi  in  a 
"  Morocojt,  v«dfliinto  empty  Air," 
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,  Above,  the  Skies  fmile  with  Serenity ;  belbwv 
the  Fields  look  gay  with  Plenty  i  all  around^  the 
^)ortive  Gales 

Fanning  their  odorlfir^us  Wings^  difpenfe 
Native  Perfumes  j  and  wbifper^  whence  tbeyjldi 
Thefe  balmy  Spoils  ♦. 
'  With  Us  all  Circumftanccs  are  as  eajyy   as  dc 
Wafture  of  the  Boat ;   zs/mooth,  as  the  Flow  of 
the  Stream. — But  let  Us  not  forget  thofe  grievous 
Calamities,  which  befal  our  Brethren,  in  ibme  re- 
mote Trafts  of  the  Earth,  or  diftant  Parts  of  the 
Ocean,     How  many  Sailors  zre  ftruggling,  vainly 
ftruggling,  with  all  the  Fury  of  rending  Winds, 
and  dafhing  Waves  !  While  their.  Veffel,  flung  to 
and  fro  by  tempejiuous  Billows,  is  mounted  into  the 
Clouds,  or  plunged  into  the  Abyfs.     Poffibly,   the 
miferable  Crew  hear  their  Knell  founded,   in  the 
Jhattered  Maft ;  and  fee  Deftruftion  entering,  at  the 
burfting  Planks.     Perhaps,  this  very  Moment,  they 
pour  the  laft,  difmal,  dying  Shriek;  and  fink,  ir- 
recoverably fink,  in  the  all-overwhelming  Surge.— 
TJie  Traveller,  in  Africa^  barren  Waftes,  (pale, 
even  amidft  thofe  glowing  Regions  ;  pale  with  pro- 
digious Confternation)  fees  fudden  Mountains  rife, 
land  rdll  on  every  Side.     He  fees  the  fultry  Defart, 
afcending  the  Sky,  and  fweeping  before  the  Whirl- 
wind.    What  can  he  do?  Whither  fly?  How  efcape 
ithe  approaching  Ruin?  Alas  !  while  He  attempts  to 
rally  his  Thoughts  ;  attempts  to  devife  fome  feeble 
Expedient ;.  He  is  overtaken  by  the  choking  Storm, 
and  fuffocated  amidft  the  fandy  Inundation,  The  driv* 
ing  Heaps  are,  now,  his  Executioner  s  as  the  drifted. 
Heaps.will,  foon,  be  his  Tomb.  - 

Whik 
♦MiLT.OK,,  BooklV. 
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While  We  poffefs  the  valuable  Privileges,  and 
tafte  the  delicious  Sweets  of  Liberty^  how  many 
Partakers  of  our  dommon  Nature,  are  condemned 
to  perpetual  Exile,  or  xrhained  to  the  Oa^^fdr  Life  !• 
How  many  are  immured  in  the  Gloom  of  Dun- 
geons, or  buried  in  the  Gavcms  of  the  Mines  ;^ 
never  to  behold  the  all^eiilivening  Suii  again  1-^ 
While  Refpe6i  waits  upon  our  Perfoiis^  and  Repu- 
tation attends  our  Charaders  :  are  there  not  fome 
unhappy  Creatures,  led  forth  by  the  Hand  of  vin* 
diifive  Jujiice^  to  be  Spectacles  of  Horror,  and  Mo- 
numents of  Vengeance  ?  Sentenced,  for  their  enor- 
mous Crimes,  to  he  broke  Limb,  by  Limb  on  the 
Wheel,  QT  to  be  impaled  alive  on  the  lingeritig 
Stake.  To  thcfe,  the  ftrangling  Cord,  or  the  dead- 
ly Stab,  would  be  a  moft  welcome  Favour.  But 
they  muft  feel  a  thoufand  Deaths,  in  undergoing 
6ne.  And  this,  too  probably,  is  but  the  Beginnfng 
Qf  their  Sorrows ;  will  only  confign  them  over  to 
infinitely  more  terrible  Torment } 

Td  voafte  eternal  Days  in  Woe  and  Pain*, 

While  Eafe  and  Pleafure,  in  fweet  Conjundlion, 
fmooth  our  Paths,  and  foften  our  Couch  :  how 
many  are  tofling  on  the  Fever's  fiery  Bed,  or  toiling 
along  Afiliftion's  thorny  Road  !  Some,  under  the 
excruciating^  but  iteceffary  Operations  of  Surgery : 
their  Bodies  ripped  open,  with  a  dreadful  Incifion, 
to  fearch  for  the  torturing  Stone ;  or  their  Limbs 
loped  off  by  the  bloody  Knife,  to  prevent  the  Morti- 
cation's  fatal  Spread.  Some  emaciated  by  pining 
Sicknefs,  are  deprived  of  all  their  animal  Vigowr } 
and  transformed  into  Speftres,  even  before  their 
G  g  2  Diffolution. 

*  Milt  ow. 
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Diflblution  *.  They  arc  ready  to  adopt  the  Com- 
plaint of  the  Pfalmift ;  /  am  vMhered  tike  Grafs  5  wj 
Bones  are  burnt  up%  as  it  were  a  Firebrand  ^  I  go  hetttt 
Hie  the  Shadow  that  departetbs  While  Hmakbj  that 
ftaple  Bleffing  ;  which  gives  every  other  Entertain- 
ment its  Flavour  and  its  Beauty  ^  adds  the  GI0& 
to  all  We  fee,  and  the  Poignancy  to  all  Wc  taftcj 
Health  plays  a(  our  Hearts  ;  Health  dances  in  our 
Spirits }  and  mantles  in  our  Cheeks^  as  the  generous 
Champagne  lately  fparkled  in  our  Glafs. 

Wc  are  Weft  with  a  calm  Poffeffion  of  Ourfclves; 
with  Tranquility  in  our  Confciences,  and  an  habi- 
tual Harmony  in  our  Temper.  Whereas  many^ 
In  the  dark  and  doleful  Cells  of  Lunacy^  are  gnaft- 
ing  their  Teeth  or  wringing  their  Hands  ;  rending 
the  Air  with  Vollies  of  horrid  Execrations,  or  bur* 
deniifg  it  with  Peals  of  di(confolate  Sighs.  And 
O  !  what  Multitudes,  even  amidft  Courts  and  Pa- 
laces, are  held  in  fplendid  Vaffalagey  by  their  own 
domineering  Paffions,  or  the  Vanities  of  a  bewitch- 
ing World.  Far  lefs  innocently,  far  more  deplor-* 
ably  difordered  f,  thain  the  fettered  Madman,  they 

arc 

^*  A  very. little  Excorfion  of  Thought  will  eaiily  coa- 
vince  the  Reader,  that  there  is  no  Period  of  Time*  in 
which  feme  of  thefe  Calamities  do  not  befal  our  Fellow- 
creatures,  in  one  Part  of  the  World  or  another. 
,  t  ^'**''  ^f^  ^  Pl^g^t  fays  an  apocryphal  Writer,  ht 
the  Plague  of  the  Heurty  Ecclus.  xxv.  13.  Upon  which 
judicious  and  weighty  Apophthegm,  MaRniJf£%  Speech  if 
Mr.  Thom/onh  Sopbonifia^  is  a  very  pertinent  and  afifeding 
Paraphrafe. 

O  /  fa've  fAefrom  the  Tumtdt  of  the  Soul/ 
Trent  the  luild  Beafi  ^within  f'^For^  circling  Sands  f 
When  thefwift  fVbirhwtHd  whelmt  them  e'er  th  Lands ; 

The 
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toe  gnawed  by  the  envenomed  Tooth  of  Envy ;  they 
are  agitated  by  the  wild  Sallies  of  Ambition ;  or 
Jeel  the  malignant  Ulcer  of  Jealoufy,  rankling  in 
their  Breafts.  In  Some,  Avarice,  like  a  ravening 
Harpy,  gripes.  In  Some,  Revenge,  like  an  im- 
f>lacable  Fury,  rages.  While  Others  are  goaded 
by  lordly  and  imperious  Lufts,  through  the  }othe- 
fbme  Stwers  of  impure  Delight ;  and  left,  at  laft, 
in  thofe  hated  and  execrable  Dens^  where  Remorfe 
rears  her  fnaky  Gi^ft,  and  Infamy  (harpcns  her 
hiffing  Tongue.     —    — i    -—    -^    p-^    -^    -« 


)ii» 


Why  this  long  Paufe  f  replied  Therm.  YourOb- 
fervatioris  are  as  ufeful,  as  they  are  juft.  We  ihould 
all  be  acquainted,  at  leaft  in  Speculation  acquainted, 
with  Grief  5  and  fend  our  Thoughts,  if  not  quf 
Feet,  to  vifit  the  Abodes  of  Sorrow. — ^That,  in 
this  School,  We  may  learn  a  fympathizing  Pity, 
for  our  diftreffed  Fellow-creatures ;  and  fee,  in  thi? 
Glafs,  our  inexpreffible  Obligations  to  the  diftin* 
guiihing  Goodnefs  of  Providence,  Which  haa 
crowned  our  Tablewith  Abundance,  and  repleniflied 
our  Cup  with  Delicacies  i  permitting  neither  Pe* 
Bury  to  ftint  the  Draught,  nor  Adverfity  to  mingle 
her  Gall.— Go  on,  I  muft  intreat  You,  with  your 
Defcription  of  comparative  Felicity.  We  have  a  large 
Circuit  ftill  to  make,  before  We  arrive  at  our  in- 
Q  g  3  tended 

The  roaring  Deeps 9  that  to  the  Clouds  arife^ 
While  thwarting  thick  the  mingled  Lightning  Jlies ; 
The  Monjter-hroodf  to  which  this  Land  gi^es  Birti, 
The  hlazing  City  9  and  the  gaping  Earth  ; 
j§ll  Deaths  f  all  Tortures  in  ane  Pang  eombiifdx^ 
Jre  gentle  /•  theTempeft  of  the  Mind. 
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tended  Port.    And  I  could  wiihi  that  youj?  Difcoiuli 
might  keep  pace  with  the  Current. 

Sinof  You  approve  tl^e  Subjed,  anfwered  Afpajk^ 
I  will  purfuis  it  a  little  farther.— We,  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  thiff  favoured  Ifle,  breathe  aa  Air  of  the 
jnoft  agr^tMt  Teinperature«.  and  moft  wboUfim 
Qu^ities.  3ut  how  many  Ifatiom  languifhana 
•  torrid  Clime,  vaulted  as  it  were  with  Fire  ?  They 
welter  amidft  thofe  Furnace^  of  the  Sun^  till  their 
«  Vifagc  is  burnt,  and  black  as  z,  Coal  *.".^What 
is  far  more  difaftrous,  Seds  of  Sulphur  and  com- 
buftible  Materials,  lie  in  fubterraneous  Ambuih> 
ready  to  fpring  the  trreJiftHU  Mint,  Ere  long-r 
perhaps,  on  foinc  Day  of  univerfal  Fcftiyity  f ,  or 
in  fome  Night  of  deep  Repofc— rto  be  touched  by 
Heaven's  avenging  Hand. — ^Then,  with  wh^t  out- 
rageous Violence  will  \^sy  ^"rft !  Rock  ^he  Foun-: 

datioqs 
•  Lam.  iv.  S. 

+  There  is  a  remarkable  PafTage  in  PfaL  1  viii.  9.  whick 
feems  to  denote  fomefuch  unexpeSed^  \i\iX/peedy  zndith 
f<vitahle  Doom.  The  Senfe  is  darkened,  not  a  Uttle,  fay 
the  Verifion  admitted  into  our  Liturgy.  I  believe,  the 
true  Tranflation  may  be  feen  in  thefoUowbg  Italics^  and 
tlie  true  Meaninc;  learnt  from  the  interwruefi  Paraphrafe. 
—Speedily,  or  before  your  J^ots  can  percei've  the  Warmth 
of  blazing  Thornsi  jhaU  HE  that  ruleth  oyer  all,  fweep 
away  the  Wicked  :  Jhveep  him  away  iy  a  Stroke  of  nghtcir 
ous  IttdignatioUf  as  by  a  fierce  and  mighty  Tempeft  ;  fo 
that,  even  from  the  Fulnefs  of  his  Sufficiency,  and  the 
Height  of  his  Projfierityf.  He  ihall  be  plungqd  into  utter 
DeftrudUon. — Thie  Word  ^Ht  which  is  very  iipproperly 
tranflated,  J  Thing  that  is  rarvi^^  fignifics  a  State  of  Pref 
ferity  or  pteafurable  Enjoyment,  I  Sam.  xxv.  6.— Thp 
whble'Veffe,  in  a  Gradation  of  ftrijping  Images,  glve^ 
Us  a  moft  awful  Difplay  of  divine  Vengeance,  Venge- 
ance quite  fudden  ;  utterly  irreiiftible ;  and  overtaking 
the  fecure  Sinner,  amidil  all  the  Carefles  of^  whaf  thfs 
World  caJIs,,  Ftfr/«f^^. 
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f«iatiOfi^  of  Nature!  Wrench  open  the  ponderous 
jfaws  of  Earth  !  And  fwallow  up  aftoniihed  Cities^ 
in  the  dark,  tremendous,  ciofingChafm  f 

Thefe  Sdrthquaies^  it  maybe,  both  precede  and 
jsortend,  tbg  Pejliltnce  that  walhth  in  Darknefs^  and 
ithg  Sickmfs  that  dejirsytth  at  Noin-^day*.     They  arc, 
*at  once,  a  fearful  Omen,  and  a  ruinous  Blow,    'fhe 
ftagnating  Atmofphere,  rank  with  malignant  Va- 
j>our$,  becojnes  a  Source  of  deadly  Infe&lon  :   or, 
xeplete  with  poifonous  Animalcules,  is  one  vaft  iii- 
•cumbent  Cloud  of  living  Bam.     If  the  aftive  Gales 
arife,  they  arife  only  to  ftir  the  Seeds  of  Difeafc, 
and  diffufe  the  fatal  Contagion  far  and  near. — Un- 
happy People  !  The  Plague^  that  fevere  Minifter  6f 
divine  Indignation,  fixes  her  Head-quarters  in  their 
blafted  Provinces  ;  and  feiKls  Death  abroad,  on  his 
pale  Horfcfj  to  empty  their  Houfes,  depopulate 
•  their  Towns,  and  croud  their  Graves. 

Our  Ifland  is  feldom  vifited  with  either  of  thefe 
dreadful  Judgments ;  and  has  never  fuftained  any 
very  confiderable  Calamity  from  the  former.     How- 
ever, let  Us  not  be  prefumptuoufly  fecure.     We 
have,  not  long  ago,  received  an  awful  Warning. 
The  Rod  has  been  IhakeBs  or  rather  the  Sword 
has  been  brandiihed,  over  our  Territories.— Who 
•can  forget  the  general  Confternation,  which  feized 
ouir  Metropolis,  on  Occafioh   of  the   late   Earth- 
quake? And  not  without  Reafon.     For,  of  all  di- 
vine Vifitations,   this   is  the  moft  terribly  vindic- 
tive.    The  Whirlwind  is Jlow  in  its  Progrefs  ;  War 
is  gentle  in  its  Aflaults  ;  even  the  raging  Peftilence 
is  a  mild  Rebuke  j   compared  with  the  Fuly  of  an 
Earthquake.  — -  The    Earthquake    neither    gives 
G  g  4  Warning, 

"^     '        *  ?bL  xcL  $.  t  Rey.  vi.  8. 
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Wamingy  nor  allocs  Quarter.  Suddenly  it  comesi 
in  a  moft  unexpeded  Moment ;  and  fpreads  undif- 
tinguifhed  Ruin.  Amazing  Blow !  From  whidi , 
there  is  no  Method  of  Defence,  and  no  Place  d 
Refuge.  Deftrudive  Vifitation  !  Which  rends  the 
iirmeft,  overwhelms  the  ftatelieft  Works  ;  and  . 
puts  an  End,  in  a  few  Minutes,  to  the  Labour  of 
Ages. 

Should  almighty  Vengeance  ftir  up  agam  thofe 
fierce  fubterranean  Commotions :  (hould  the  moft 
high  G  O  D  bid  ftrong  Convulfions  tear  the  Bowels 
of   Nature,    and    make  the  Foundations   of  the 
World  tremble  like  a  Leaf :  What,  O  ye  canlifi 
emi  *,   What  will  You  do  ?  Whither  will   You 
fly  ? — See  !  the  Pavement  finks  under  your  Feet 
Your  Houfcs  are  tottering  over  your  Heads.      The 
Ground,   on  every  Side,   cracks  and  opens   like  a 
gaping  Grave  ;   or  heaves  and  fwells  like  a  rollii^ 
Sea.     J  tJoife  of  Crajhing  f  is  heard  from  without, 
occafioned    by   the  rending   Streets,    and    fallinjg 
Stru^ures.     Thunders,  infernal  Thunders  J,  bel- 
low from  beneath  ;  mingled  with  defpairing  Shrieks, 
and  dying  Groans,     Shrieks  and  Groans  from  thofsi 
wretched  Creatures,  who  are  jammed  bctvipeen  the 
clofing  Earth,  or  going  down  alive  into  the  hor- 
•  rible  Pit  H.^Wherc  how  will  You  fly  ?   To  you^ 

ftrong 
•  Ifai.  xxxU.   II.  t  Zeph.  i.   lo.    • 

X  Before  the  Overthrow  of  Catania  by  an  Earthquake, 
a  Noiie  was  heardj  vaft  and  horrid,  as  if  all  the  Artillery 
'  in  the  World  was  difcharged  at  once, 

II  Very  memorable,  and  equally  tremendous,   is  the 

Account  of  the  Earthquake,   which  viflted  Sicily^  in  the 

if  ear  1693.— It  fjiook  the  whole  Ifland.     The  MiFchief 

'  \t  caufed,   is  amazing.     Fifty- four  Cities  and  Towns, 

^^efide  an  incredible  Numbe*  of  Villages,  were  either 

4  demoliflied, 
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Rroiig  Towers?  They  arc  fhattered  Pieces.— Td 
the  ftronger  Rocks  ?  They  are  thrown  out  of  their 
Place,^ — ^To  the  open  Fields  ?  They  are  a  frightful 
Gulph,  yawning  to  devour  You. — Wher^-ever  You 

demolifhedy  or  ereatly  damaged.  Cafama,  one  of  the 
moft  famous  ancTflourilhing  Cities  in  the  Kingdom,  was 
entirely  deftroyed.  Of  18,914  inhabitants,  i8,oco  pe-^ 
riihed. 

Another  Earthquake,  alnioft  ji|  dreadful,  and  in  the 
fame  Year,  fpread  Defolation  through  the  Colony  of 
*  Jamaica.     In  two  Minutes  Time,  it  fhook  down^  and 
laid  under  Water,  nineTenthsoftheTown  of  Pt^rz-r^ai 
In  lefs  than  a  Minute,  three  Quarters  of  the  Houfes* 
and  the  Ground  they  flood  on,  together  with  the  Inha- 
bitants, were  quite  funk  :  and  the  little  Part  left  behind, 
was  no  better  than  Heaps  of  Rubbifh. — ^The  Shake  was 
fo  violent,  that  it  threw  People  down  upon  their  Knees, 
or  their  Faces^  as  they  were  running  about  for  Shelter. 
The  Ground  heaved  and  fwelled,  like  a  rolling  Sea ; 
and  feveral  Houfes,  flill  Handing,   were  fhuffled  fome 
Yards  out  of  their  Places.     The  Earth  would  crack  and 
yawn ;  would  open  and  fhut,  quick  and  fail.     Of  which 
norrid  Openings,  two  or  three  hundred  might  l>e  ittn  at 
once.    In  fome  whereof,  the  People  went  down,  and 
were  feen  no  more.     In  fome  they  defcended,  and  rofe 
again  in  other  Streets,  or  in  the  Middle  of  the  Harboun 
Siome  fwiftly  clofing^  feized  the  miferable  Creatures, 
and  preflcd  them  to  death ;  leaving  their  Heads,  or  half 
their  Bodies  above  Ground,  to  be  a  Speftacle  of  Terror, 
and  a  Prey  to  Dogs.     Out  of  others  would  iflue  whole 
Rivers  of  Water,  ipouted  to  a  great  Height  in  the  Air, 
tnd  threatening  a  Deluge  to  f hat  Part,  which  the  Earth- 
quake fpared — Scarce  a  Planting-houfe  or  Sugar-work 
was  left  ftanding  in  all  the  Ifland.     Two  thoufand  Lives* 
were  loft,  and  a  thoufand  Acres  of  Land  funk.     The 
whole  was  attended  with  frightful  Noifes,  with  brim- 
ftone  Blafts,  and  ofFenfive  Smells.     The  noifome  Va- 
pours belched  forth,  corrupted  the  Air,  and  brought  on 
a  general  Sicknefs  5  which  fwept  away  more  than  three 
thoufand  of  thpfe,  who  efcaped  the  Fury  of  the  Earth- 
quake^ ^rtf  C  H  A  M  a .  DiQ.  on  the  Word  Emfihquake. 
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Bfi  in  the  WiUeme6  ef  your  DifbratSdon^  irhei 
ever  you  Teek  for  Skelter :  It  flull  be,  a$  if  a  Ik 
fiii  frnn  0  Lidn^  and  a  Bear  wut  lEm  ;  or  waA  ari 
thi  Hwft^  md  Uamd his  ihmd  uptn  the  Wally  mti^ 
Safent  bit  Him  *. 

I  faid,  "  There  is  no  Place  rf  Re^ge.**  Bntl 
retradt  the  Expreffion.  One  Place  there  is,  wiud 
will  prove  an  inviolable  San^hiary,  and  a  pexfei 
Security.  I  mean,  the  great,  the  gracious,  tk 
adorable  REDEEMER'S  Righteoufnefs.  Hi- 
ther Jet  Us  betake  ourfelves.  Now,  before  tk 
Day  of  Defolation  cometh,  now  let  us  betake  Osr- 
•felves  to  this  Stmng-Md.  Then,  ihall  We  havcw 
Reafon  to  fear,  though  the  Earth  be  moved,  m^ 
though  the  Hills  be  carried  into  the  Midft  of  the  Sa 
For  thus  faith  GOD,  the  omnipotent  and  bidB 
GOD;  The  Sun  and  the  Moonjhall  be  ^darkenel,  d 
the  Stars  Jhall withdraw  their  Shining.  The  LOM 
•alfoy  amtdft  this  deep  and  difmal  Gloom,  JbaUroar^ 
efSion\  and  utter  his  Voiie^  laden  with  Horiwafli 
prophetic  Dcftrudion,  fr^m  Jerufalem.  *The  He(rm 
above,  and  the  Earth  beneath,  and  all  created  Nature 
fiaUjhake^  But  the  true  Believer  may  ftand  crefl 
and  undifmayed.  Becaufe  the  LOR Z>,  who dwdk 
in  the  Darknefs,  and  prefides  over  the  Storm ;  the 
LORD  JESUS  Himfelf  will  he  the  Hopt ^ 
his  People.)  to  infpire  them  with  a  noble  Confidence} 
and  the  Strength  of  bis  Children  t>  to  be  their  ^^ 
.  guard  in  every  Danger. 

Or,  if  the  true  Believer  is  involved,  in  thcfaffl? 
promifcuou*^  Ruin  with  the  Ungodly ;  even  this 
fliall  turn  to  his  Gain.  It  fhall  exempt  Uxm  frost 
the  lingering  Pains,  and  the  melancholy  Solemnif 

tici 
.•  Amos  V.  »9.  f  Joel  ill.   15,  1$. 
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ies  of  a  dying  Bed.  Like  Elijah's  fiery  Chariot,  it 
hall  i¥aft  his  Soul,  with  Speed  and  Safety,  to  the 
Bofom  of  his  SAVIOUR.  While  the  hideous 
Cavern,  that  whelms  his  Body  in  the  Center,  fljall 
be  its  Ch?tmber  of  Reft,  till  the  beloved  BRIDE- 
GROOM comes,  and  the  Day  of  Refurredion 
id;awns-  , 

ff^e  lift  up  our  Eyes,  and  behold  the  radiant  Coe- 

iours,  which  flufli  the  Forehead  of  the  Morning., 

We   turn',   and  gaze   upon  the  no  lefs   beautiful 

Tinges,  which   impurple  the  Brow   of  Evening* 

We  throw  around  our  View,  and  are  delighted  with 

numberlefs  Forms  of  Fertility,  which  both  decorate. 

and  enrich  our  Plains.: — ^Whereas,  other  Countries. 

I    ^e  darkened  with  Clouds,  or  over-run  with  Swarms 

of  Locu/ls.     Which  intercept,  where-ever  they  fly, 

'    the  fair  Face  of  Day  ;  ^nd  deftroy,  where-ever  they 

flight,  the  green  Treafures  of  the  Ground  *. 

Ah! 

•  Fearful  and  aftoniihing  is  the  Account,  whidi  Tra- 
vellers have  given  Us»  wiiui  relation  to  thefe  Animals* 
Thavfnot  informs  Us  j  *^  That  they  fly  in  the  Air  toge- 
**  ther,  all  compad,  like  a  vaft  Cloud ;  fometimes  fif- 
f*  teen  or  eighteen  Miles  long,  and  about  ten  or  twelve 
«*  Miles  broad.  So  that  they  quite  darken  the  Sky» 
^*  and  make  the  brighteft  Day  obicurc.  Wherever  they 
^'  light,  they  devour  all  the  Corn  in  lefs  than  two  Hoars, 
^*  andfrequenily  make  a  Famine  in  the  Country." 

Their  Names,  in  the  facred  Language,  are  moR.  ex- 
aftly  fignificant  of  their  two  diHingiiiming  Properties. 
n^liif  denotes  an  exceeding  great,  a  numberlefs  Af«///. 
Juiie.  pV  ifgnifies  to  make^  clean  and  bare  $  as  when 
fome  hungry  Anipaal,  has  both  devoured  the  Flefli,  and 
}ided  the  Bone. — Adored  be  the  divine  Providence! 
That  We  learn  the  Charafter  of  thefe  hideous  Infeas. 
pot  from  fbrrowf^  Experi^n^e,  but  only  from  harmle^ 
Njurative^ 
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Ah  I  what  avails  it,  that  the  laborious  Hind  fows 
his  Acres ;  or  the  fkilful  Hulbahdman   prunes  hii^ 
Vineyard?  That  Spring,   with  her  prolific    Moif* 
turc,  fwells  the  Bud ;  or,  with  her  delicate  Pencil, 
paints  the  BloiTom  ?  Nor  Grain,  nor  Fruit,  cati^ 
hope  for  Maturity ;   vrhilt  thek  rapacious  and  hale^ 
ful  Creatures   infeft  the  Neighbourhood.       They 
ravage  the  Gardens,  andplunder  the  Fields.      They 
Urip  the  Trees,  and  {have  the  Meadows.      Scarce 
&  fingle  Leaf  remains  on  the  Boughs,  or  fo  much' 
as  a  fingle  Stalk  in  the  Furrows.     A  Fire  devoureih 
bifore  therrij  and  behind  them  a  Flame  burnetb  :  the 
Land  is  as  the  Garden  of  Eden  before  them^  and  behind 
them  a  defolate  Wildernefs  :  yea^  and  nothing  can  efcape 
them  *. 

Now,  let  the  dreadful  Artillery  roar  from  all  its 
iron  Throats,  and  difgorge  the  heavieft  Glut  o^ 
mortal  Hail.  Now,  Ye  Sons  of  Slaughter ;  Mep 
Jkilfutto  dejiroy  f  ;  now  hurl  the  fulphureous  Globes, 
which  kindle  into  a  Hurricane  of  Fire,  and  burft  in 
ragged  Inftruments  of  Ruin.— To  no  Purpofe.  The 
linked  Thunderbolts  are  turned  into  Stubble  ;  thff 
burfting  Bombs  are  accounted  as  Straw,  Thefc 
Armies  of  the  Air,  laugh  at  all  the  formidable  Pre- 
parations of  War  :  and  when  they  fall  on  the  Sword^ 

they 

•  A  Fife  devour eth  before  theniy  and  behind  them  a  Flame, 
iurnethf  Joel  ii.  3.  This  is  one  of  thofe  bold  and  car- 
frejfi'ue  Metaphors,  in  which  the  Hebrew  Language  de« 
lights,  and  by  which  it  is  eminently  diftinguilhed.  It 
fignifies  a  total  De^aftation  of  the  vegetable  Produce, 
Such  as  mull  enfae,  if  a  raging  and  refifllefs  Fire  at- 
tended the  Progrefs  of  thefe  pernicious  Animals  ;  burn- 
ing with  fuch  vehement  Impetuofity,  that  None  could 
quench  it ;  fpreading  fuch  extenfive  tiavock,  that  no- 
Cling  could  efcape  it. 

t  Ezck.  xxi,  31. 
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-thtey /hall not  be  wounded*. — Surprifing  and   awful 
Deftination  of  the  everlafting  GOD!   At  once, 
to  liain  the  Pride,  and  chaftife  the  Guilt  of  Man  ! 
Thefe  are  a  defpicable  and  puny  Race ;  clad  in 
jno  .Ct)at  of  Mail,  but  crufhed  by  the  flighteft  Touch. 
Xhey  wear  neither  Sword,  nor  Scymetar,   nor  any 
pfFenfive  Weapbn.     Yet,  in  fpite  of  oppofing  Lc- 
/  fions,  they  carry  on  their  Depredations,  and  pufh 
their  Conqucfts,     Terror  marches  in  their  Front, 
and  Famine  brings  up  the  Rear.     They  fpread  uni^ 
verfal  Devaftation,  as  they  advance  ;  and  frequently 
give  the  Signal,  for  the  Peftilence  to  follow.     Po- 
tent Armies  lofe  their  Hands,  and  haughty  Tyrants 
treniblc  for  their  Dominions. 

O  !  that  the  Natives  of  Great^Britain  would  be- 
think themfelves  !  Would  break  off  their  Sins  by 
beleiving  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST^ 
and  their  Iniquities  by  cberifhing  the  Influences 
•f  his  Divine  SPIRIT!  Left  this  overflowing 

Scoztrgey 

'  *  The  Prophet  Joely  foretelling  the  Plague  of  Locujis^ 
gives,  under  the  Image  of  an  embattled  Hofty  s.  moft  a- 
ianning  Difplay,  of  their  terrible  Appearance  ;  their  im- 
petuous Progrefs  ;  the  horrible  Dread  they  raife,  as  they 
advance ;  and  tjie  irreparable  Mifchief  they  leave,  as 
they  depart.  Adding,  among  other  aipazing  Circum- 
ftanccs,  fFben  they  fall  upon  the  S<iveril,  theyjhould  not  be 
'wwnded*  Which  implies,  I  apprehiend,  that  no  Me- 
thod of  Slaughter  flionld  prove  deftruftive  to  their 
Troops  ;  or,  that  every  Expedient,  contrived  for  their 
Suppreffion,  Ihould  be  utterly  baffled.  Being,  through 
theu  immen(e  Numbers  at  inwneiblei  as  if  every  one 
viz$zh{o\vitclY  in*vulnerable.  For,  though  Millions  and 
Millions  fiiould,  pcrifh,  by  the  Weapons  of  War  ;  even 
fuch  a  Blow,  in  reference  to  their  whole  colleili<ve  Body, 
ihould  fcarce  be  perceived  as  a  Lofs,  fcar^e  be  felt  as  a 
Wound  ;  neither  diminifhing  th$ir  Strength,  nor  retard- 
ing their  Mar«h,    Joelik*  Z. 
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Scourgi  *,  under  which  fome  neighbouring  Kiiig* 
4om6  have  fevercly  fmarted,  ihould  be  commiilioii- 
ed  to  vifit  cur  Borders,  and  avenge  the  Quarrei 
pf  its  MAKE  R's  Honour.^-^Diftant  as  thofe 
^ountlefs  Legions  are  ;  though  feparated  from  Us 
by  intcrpofing  Seas  j  yet,  if  G  O  D  lift  up  t 
Standard  from  far,  or  but  hifs  f  unto  them  froa 

the 

•  ^W  ^W  O'verfloTving  Scourge ,  Ifai.  xxviii.  15. 
It  IS  the  Property  of  a  Scourge  to  lajh^  of  a  River  tf 
0iotrfl¥w»  The  facred  Writer  (by  a  moft  elegant  AlUtermivh 
which  beautifies  the  Original,  but  cannot  he  preferved  in 
the  Tranilation)  has  connected  theie  diiferent  Ideas  and 
different  EfFeds.  The  vindidllve  Viiitation,  with  whid 
He  threatens  the  difobedient  y^v/,  fhall  pierce  deep  as  a 
Scourge,  and ^r^^i^av/i^  as  an  Inundation.  They  fhall 
feel  it  in  aU  their  Interefts,  and  fed  it  at  their  very  Soof* 
It  fhall  involve  the  whole  Nation  in  Mifery,  -Anguifh* 
and  Ruin. 

There  feems  to  be  fuch  a  Form  of  Expreffion  in  the 
Service  of  our  Church.  When  We  pray,  in  behalf  of 
our  Fellow-chriflians  ;  ^^  pour  upon  them  the  continual 
*'  Be^  of  thy  Bleffing."  That  which  may  be  refrefh* 
iug  and  falutary  as  the  Dew,  yet  copious  and  abundant 
as  the  Shower. 

.  t,  Hifs  unto  theniy  Ifai.  v.  26.  With  great  Sigfiificancr, 
and  peculiar  Grandeur,  the  Prophet  applies  this  Expref- 
fion to  the  LORD  GOD  ot  Hofls,  influencing  the 
xnoft  powerful  Armies,  q.d*  "They  come,  without  a 
•*  Moment's  Delay,  and,  from  the  remoteft  Regions  of 
«*  the  Earth,  to  execute  all  his  Pleafure.  FormidablQ 
.*«  and  innumerable  as  they  are,  they  come — I  fay  not, 
"  uport  his  repeated  Injundlions,  or  at  his  ilridl  Com- 
"  mand-— but  at  the  firft,  the  sexy  fmaUefi  Intimation  of 
"  his  Will."—- Such  as  the  Shepherds  ufcd  to  their 
Flocks ;  fuch  as  the  Bee-men,  of  old,  to  their  Swarms ; 
or  fuch  as  We,  in  thefe  Days,  to  fome  of  our  domcMc 
Animals. — The  Hebrew  pna^>  I  would  not  tranflate,  M 
his  Whiftk'y  becaufe  this  Phrafe,  in  our  Language, 
xreates  a  vulgar  Sound/ and  conveyialow  Idea;  out 

fiicb 
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tiJie  Ends  of  the  Earth  j  /A^  <9fne  with  Speed  fwifify^ 
—Who  will*  convey  my  WHh  to  the  Ears,  who- 
will'tranfinit  it  to  the  Hearts,  of  my  Country- 
men? That  our  Land  may  always  appear,  as  it 
clocs  at  prefent,,  like  the  Darling  of  Providence* 
May  always  refound  with  the  Voice  of  Joy,  antt 
be  filled  with  the  Fruits  of  Plenty.  May  always- 
'wear  the  Robe  of  Beauty,  and  be  adorned  with  thc^ 
Smile  of  Peace, 

How  great  are  the  Advaatages  of  Peace  f  faii 
:  Theron.  Peace  at  her  Leifuref>ians,  and  leads  out 
,  tnduftry  to  execute,  all  the  noble  and  commodious 
i  Improvements,  which  We  behold  on  every  Side. 
i  Peace  fets  the  Mark  of  Property  on  our  Poffeffions^ 
I  and  bids  Juftice  guarrantee  them  to  our  Enjoyment* 
Peace  fpreads  over  Us  the  Banner  of  the  Laws^ 
I  *  while  W«  tafte,  free  from  Outrage,  and  fecure 
from  Injury,  the  Milk  and  Honey  of  our  honeft 
'      Toil  «•— Amidft  the   tumultuous    Confuiions   of 


fbch  Is  the  Import  of  the  OtigihaL  Which  denotes  ail^ 
that  unconcerned  Eafe  of  Adlioa,  without  any  of  the  ofem-. 
fimk  Familiarity  of  DiAion. 

•  Pmi  optima  Rerum^  fays  the  Lattn  Poet, — But  the 
Qrientaijf  I  think,  difcQver  the  aioft  fuperlative  Extern 
for  this  Blefling,  by  making  it  the  conftant  Form  of 
t&eir  Salutations,  and  the  Subjefl  of  their  xnoft  cordiaK 
Wifhes  for  their  Friends  ;  PfiACB  be  unto  th£» 
—In  this  J^rt  Sentence,   they  feem  to  have  domprifed  a. 

'wbpU  Volume  of  Mercies  :  mea^iing,  by  their  iingle 
.01^2;  all  that  the  Greeks  exprefled  by  their  ;^«i^»  vfi- 
^uimitj  ivTTfArluv ;  i.  e*.  A  Confluence  of  that  Joy  of  Mind,. 

that  Health  of  Body,  that  Profperity  of  outward  Ck- 

cumilances,    which   complete    the    Happioefs  of  Ma&-> 

kind. 
We  have  a  fine  Defcription  cf  Peace,  and  hs  variov» 

Bleffings,    I  Mttccai,  xiv.  9,  g,  &©.-    The'  Pifture  is 

very 
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JVoTj  who  could  have  a  Heart  to  contrive,  or 
Hand  to  acc^omplifhy  any  fuch  Works  of  iSignit 
and  Ufe  ?  In  thofe  Days  of  Darknefs  and  Diftrac 
tion,  how  languid  to  the  Sight  are  all  the  dew 
Landfchapes  of  Spring  ?  How  infipid  to  the  Tafl 
are  all  the  delicious  Flavours  of  Autumn  ? — ^Wfaei 
the  Nation  is  over-run  with  Armies,  and  embroild 
In  Slaughter,  a  trembling  Hearty  and  Failing  of  Eja^ 
md  Sarrow  of  Mind*  ^  arc  the  difnial  Diftinflioa 
of  the  Times.  Inftead  of  a  calm  Acquiefcence  in 
pur  Portion,  our  very  Life  hangs  in  continual  SuP 
penfe. 

But  what  are  all  the  Benefits  of  ixternal  Peace, 
though  difplayed  in  the  faireft  Light,  and  ehlivcjied 
by  the  ftrongeft  Contrafts — What  are  they  aD, 
compared  with .  the  Bleifings  of  the  Gospel  ?  By 
which  Sinners  may  have  Peaa  with  GOJD  tbrouA 
JESUS  CHRIST  our  LORD, 

This,  refumed  Jfpajioy  fuggefb  a  freih  Inftance  ! 
of  Happinefs,  which  others  want,  and  ff^g  poflcfs;  i 
an  Inftance,  never  to  be  omitted  in  our  Catalogue 
of  peculiar  Mercies.     I  hiight  add,  never  to  be 
forgotten,   by  any  Chrijiianj  on  any  Occafioa,— 
While  many  Kingdoms  of  the  Earth,  are  ignonuit 
of  the  true  GOD,  and  know  neither  the  Principte    I 
of  Piety,   nor  the  Paths  of  Felicity  ;  the  D^fpring 
from  en  high  hath  vifited  Us,  tj)  ghe  the  Knowledge  tf 
Salvatiqny    and  to  guide  our  Feet  into  the  IVay  ^ 

Peace* 
very  cxaa,  though  perfeaiy  artlefs.  Nothing  hindw 
me  from  tranfcrihing  the  Paflage,  but  a  Fear  of  being 
too  dijfufi've  in  my  Notes.  Left  the  Reader,  who  emeds 
a  'frtaty  fhould  complain  of  a  Glut :  or  have  Reaton  t» 
objeft,  that  the  Side-board  is  more  copioufly  furniihed 
than  the  Table.    f2rt  f«9  tq  vopuRp  ra  t^  p»$g^  unlw. 

•  J^eut.  xxviu.  6s*  *        I 
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Peace. — ^While  Millions  of  nhelHom  Jn^tls^  caft 
'rotn  their  native  Tbfdnes,  are  refenred  in  Ctmns 
af  I>arknefs,  imto  tHe  Judgineat  of  the  great  Day ; 
Wt^  though  jrebeUiottS  and  apoftate  Sinners  of 
Ndankihd,  are  delivemd  from  tbe  Wrath  to  come« 
The  holy  JESUS  (kfaflfed  lie  his  redeeming 
Ooodnefi  ! )  has  endured  the  Cro&,  and  deipifed  the 
Bhaflfte,  on  {>urp$>fe  to  refciie  Us  from  tfaofe  doleful 
«Liul  ignominious  Dungeons  s  whexc  the  Prilbners  of 
Almighty  Vengeance 

'  — Cenverfi  with  Groans^ 
Unrefpited^   unpitiedy   unreprMdy 
Ages  ofh^elefs  End  ♦* 

Yes,  my  dear  Thirm  5  let  me  repeat  your  Mrtt 
hnportant  Words ;   "  What  are  ail  the  Benefits  of 
<<  external  Peace,   though  difplayed  in  the  faireft 
«•  Light,    and   inlivened  by  the  ftrongeft  Con- 
"  trafts— *What  are  thrall,    compared  .with  the 
«'  Bi#»/of  the  G<j^rf?"— This  brings  the  Olive- 
branch  from  Heaven,  and  proclaims  Reconcilia-* 
tion  wiA  our  oiFended  GOD*    This  compofes 
the  Tumults  of  the  Mind,  and  the  Troubles  pf 
Coafetence.    This  difarms  the  .warring  Paffions, 
regulates  the  extravagant  Defij?^s«     In  a  Word ; 
this  fprcads  fuch  a  Beauty  of  fjblinefs,  tljrough  the 
whole  perfonal  and  focial  Conduct,  as.  is  far  more 
amiable,  than  the  moft  engaging  Forms  of  ma- 
terial Nature, 

0 !   that   Thou  Woulddft  hoW  the  Heaverte  ! 

That  Thou  wouWeft  come  down,  fielejihl  VIS  /- 

TJtfT'i  and  make  thy  ftated,  thy  favourite  Abode 

in  our  Ifle  !   That  every  Jndividual  jnay  be  ani- 

Vot.  in,  H  h  mated 
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mated  with  thy  Power;  and  every  Commuiiitf 
wear  thy  refplcndent  Badge ! — Then  fhall  it  be  die 
leajl  Ingredient  of  our  puWic  Felicity,  That  the 
Sword  of  Slaughter  is. beaten  into  a  Flou'gh-ihare, 
and  the  once  bloody  Spear  bent  into  a  Pnuiing- 
hook.  It  fhall  be  the  loweji  upon^the  Lrift'of  oar 
common  Bleffings,.  That  Violence  is  no  mare  hmi 
in  our  Landy  fVafiing  and  DeftruSfton  rvitbin  m 
Borders,  Our  very  Officers  will  be  Peace j  and  sa 
ExaSfors  ♦  Righteoufnefs.  We  jhall  call  (and  tii 
Event  will  corrcfpond  with  the  Name)  our  Wdk 
Salvatifny  and  our  Gates  Praife.  Then  fhall  cvaj 
Harp  be  taken  down  from  the  Willows,  and  evaj 
Voice  burft  into  a  Song. — *'  In  other  Climes"— 
wiB  be*  the  general'  Acclamation — 

**'  In  other  Climes,  let  Myriads  of  curious /;^5J, 
•*  fpin  that  delicate  Thread,  which  foftens  into 
**  Velvet,  ftiffens  into  Brocade,  or  flows  in  glofljf 
^  Sattin ;  which  reflefts  a  lovelier  Glow  on  tfc 
«*  Cheek  of  Beauty,'  and  renders  Roj^lty  itfelf 

*«'  more 

•  Ifai.  Ix.  17.  Officers  and  ExaBors  figniFy  Perfonii 
vefied  with  public  Authority :  who  have  it  in  tbdr 
Power,  to  rule  with  Rigour.  But  thefe,  inilead  of  abo- 
£ng  their  Power^  fhall  condu^  the  Adminifhration  with 
all  poffible  Equity  and  Gentlenefs ;  with  z.  parental  Tci- 
derncfs,  rather  than  a  magiftertai  Aufterity.  Though  tie 
Title  and  Office  of  an  Exa^lor  may  remain ;  nodiing  rf 
the  domineering  Infolence,  or  oppreffive  Severity,  M 
continue. — The  Prophet,  who  always  delivers  his  Sjb- 
tim^nts  with  the  utmoft  Emphafis,  fays ;  They  fhall  De^ 
not  barely  peaceable  and  righteous^  but  poiTefTed  of  thcfe 
Qualities  in  the  higheft  Degree.  Or,  which  impfics 
more,  than  any  other  Words  can  exprefs.  They  fliall.be 
^eace  and  Righteoufnefs  itfelf.— The  fame  beautiful  Figure 
is  ufed  in  the  next  Claufe^  which  defcribes  the  inviola* 
ble  5fr«r//y  of  the  City^  together  with  the  univerf<ij  ^9 
and  Piety  of  the  luhabitaoti^      ^ 
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♦^  more  majcftic.  We  are  prefented  with,  infi- 
**  nitely  finer  Robes^  in  th^imputed  Righteoufrieft 
««  of  our  REDEEMER,  arid  the  inherent 
««  Sanaification  of  his  SPIRIT.  Which  beau- 
**  tify  the  very  Soul,  and  prepare  it  for  the  llluf- 
**  trious  Affembly — of  Saints  in  Light-=-of  Angels 
,**  in  Glory.. 

**  Let  eaftern  Rocks  fparkle  with  Diamonds, 
•*  and  give  Birth  to  Gems  of  every  dazzling  Tine-' 
**  ture.  We  have,-  hid  in  the  Field  of  our  Scrip- 
•*  tures,  the  Pearl  of  great  Price ;  the  white  anjl 
**  precious  Stone  *  of  pcrfcd  Abfolution ;  a  Diadem^ 
"  which  will  fhine  with  undiminiflied  Luftre,  whe^i 
*^  all  the  brilliant  Wonders  of  the  Mine  are  fadcd^ 
•'  extinguiihed,  loft. 

*'  Let  richer  Soils  nourifh  the  nobleft  Plants, 
**  and  warmer  Suns  concoft  their  exquifite  Juices  ; 
**  the  Lemon,  pleaiingly  poignant ;  the  Citron, 
♦'  more  n^iildly  delicious ;  or  that  Pride  of  vegetable 
••  Life,  and  Compendium  of  all  the  Blandifhments 
•*  of  Tafte,  the  Pine-apple.  We  enjoy  far  more 
*'  exalted  Dainties,  in  having  Accefs  to  the  Tree  of 
*•  Life%  ivbofe  Leaves  are  for  the^  Healing  of  the  Na- 
*'  tions  f ;  whofe  Boughs  are /eplcriiflied  with  a 
**  never-failing  Abundance  of  heavenly  Fruits; 
**  and  the  Nutriment  they  difpenfe,  is  Blifs  and 
«*  Immortality. 

"  Let IberianVines  fwell  the  tranflucent Clufter, 
**  and  burft  into  a  Flood  of  generous  Wine.  Let 
«'  the  Tufcan  Olive  extraft  th'.  Fatnefs  of  the  Earth, 
^*  and  melt  into  a  foft  mellifluous  Stream.  We 
•*  ihall  neither  envy,  nor  covet  thefe  inferior  Gifts, 
H  h  2  "  f# 

f  Rev.  is.  17.  t  R^*  3aii'  ^» 
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•<  fo  long  as  We  may  draw  Water  out  elf  die  Wfelli 
.   «  of  Salviitibn.     So  long  as  ^Ve  ihay'fccfetve  the 

'  «  Un^fion  from  the  HOLY  O'NE^j  Mk  In- 
«  flueiices  of  the  CO^FORT'tft,  %hichti6t 
**  only  make  a  cheafful  Courittiiance,  biit'ghidHeii 
'"  the  very  Heart.  Imparting  Tuch  k  fipftrdS^tiT-' 
"  faftion^  as  the  whole  World  cannot  gi^;  lUcfe 
'*«  a  permdneht  Satisfa&l6n,  is  ho  X?iJamlfhb  'can 
**  take  away. 

^«  Xet  Ethiopian  Mountains  be'ribbfed  withTSlar- 
*'  ble,  and  Peruvian  Mines  embdwded^i^rith  Qbld. 
€c  We  wiant  neither  the  impenetrable  Qu'ai-fy,  n5r 
"  the  glittering  Ore';  having,  in  bur  adof ett  M  E  S- 
«  S  I A  H,  a  flirc  'Fonndatidn  ^fdr  ail  'dur  fetemal 
*«  Hopes,  and  an  inexhauftible /»«xi/ of -thrdlvinift 
'"  Riches. 

*<  fee  it  fo ;  that  biir  Jjis  is  but  21  creq>ii^i>ro|]r; 
"  and  the  Thdfne$  itfelf,  no  more  thana-foinfy 
**  Rill ;  compared  with  the  riragnificfent  Sweep  ^6f 
*<  the  Ganges^  or  the  ftupendous  Amplitude  bf  SSo 
«<  de  la  Plata  f.    The  wretched  N«tiv«»,  «vcii  on 

«  the 

•  I  John  K.  20.  . 

.    f  This  River  receives  its  SinppHes,  from  the  iosg 

Rains  of  the  torrid  Zone  ;  iind  from  the  proportionably 

large  Refervoirs, '  hid  in  £he  Bowels  of  nieOr^/7i/?^rtf/, 

-  the  higheftMbtintairis  on  Earth.  In  its  PrcfgJ-cfe^  it  31- 
vidcs  itfclf  into  two  mighty  Branches,  "^  Parana  and 
the  FAruguay,  Which,  •  having  run  in  feparate  Chan- 
nels, feveral  thoufand  Miles  through  the  Cfounqy,  unite 
at  lail;  and  form,  by  their  Conflux,   the  feagtiificent 

i  andfpacious  La  Plata.  Whofe  Strtiin'  is  near 'tVW>' hun- 
dred Miles  b^oad ;  and  continues  thtfs  ahta^ifigly  *vt^, 
throtigh  a  Courfe  of  fix  hundred.     It  pours  fuch  an  jm- 

.  wenfe  Quantity  of  the  liquid  Element  into  the  Atlantic 

'  Ocean,  that  frefh  Water  Inay  be  taken  4ip,  for  the  Space 
cf  many  a  League*    It  is  fuppofed  te  be  the  very  largcft 

River 
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^«  the  Banks  of  thofe  ftately  Rivers,  areata  Dif- 
^  t^nce  from  all  the  Springs  of  true  Gonfolation. 
•*  \V'heresiS9  We  have  a  Fountain,  We  have  a 
**  River,  that  ifiiies  frona  the  Ocean  of-  eternal 
*'  Love,  With  incomparable  Dignity,  and  with 
«  equal  Ptopriety,  it  is  ftyled  9^^X/Wr  </£//?  *. 
**  It  vilits  thfe  Houfe  of  the  Mourner,  and  revivei^ 
^  the  Spirit  of  tlie  SorrowfuK  '  It  makes  glad  the 
**  City,  aiid  makes  happy  the  Servants  of  our 
**  GOD.  It  quickens  even  the  Dead  j  and  every 
**  human  Creature,  that  drinks  of  its  Water,  lives 
**  forever.' 

*^  Let  Jftaik  Iflands  feoaft  their  Mountains  of 
*<  Myrrh,  and  HUls  oif  I^rankincenfe.  Let;  jra^ 
'  **  bian  Groves,  witB  fuperior  Liberality,  dSftfl 
^^  their  healing  Gums^;  afnd  ripeft,  for  vij^oi6 
\^  Operation,  their  vital  l^rags.  We*  have  a  mofe 
«*  fiveretgn  Remedy,  than  their  mofl?  powerful  Re- 
«  ftoratives^  in  the  g;eat  M  E  D I A  T  O  R's  atoh- 
€»*  ing  Blood.  WeTiave  2i moire  refreflnng  Banquet, 
<«  than  all  their  mingled  Sweets,  in  commemorat- 
<*  ing  his  Paffion,  and  parlacipatihg  his  Merits. 

Hh  3  '  '  «  In 

Hiver  in  dut  World.  Ratber  lil^a  a  Sea,  ihaa  a  Biver, 
it  4efep^f  s^  inc(^paf;^bl)^  more  thaji  Timafvus^  ^irj^il's 
lirapd  Dcfcription  i 

*■  ■   ■    "'  ■  i^ajio  qtm  Murmune.  Mmtis 

If  Mare  prMrufjMm»  i^  feh^fref/tt^  jfrvajiufi^tif  - 

To  conceive  a  proper  Idea  of  its  prodigious  Dimenfions, 
Wc  may  imagine  a  Current  of  Watttts,  taking  its'  rife 
beyon4  Jsru/aU^^  %  apd»  after  having  receiveq  ^(1  the 
Rjvers  q\  Surope  }nto  its  capacious  Bed,  making  its  Ejj- 
iry  op  the  ^fitifi?  Ocean,  by  a  Mouth  Vxtchdei  frcim 
DuverXO  BrifieL 

♦  Rev.  xidu  i. 
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«<  In  ibort  j  W^  have  an  Equivalent,  far  moie 
«<  tban  an  Equivalent,  for  all  thofe  chpiceProduc* 
<<  tipns,  which  bloom  in  the  Qardens,  orbaiki&l 
♦«  the  Orchards  of  the  Sun«  We  hav?  a  GqW- 
f*  rich  in  precious  Privileges,  and  abounjing  wth 
^«  ineftimable  Promifcs  :  We  have  a  S  A  V  lOUR, 
**  ixi\\  oi  forgiving  Go^dnefsy  and  liberal  of  rf«rtw"? 
^^  Grace^  At  whofe  aufpicious  Approach,  Foafl* 
<'  tains  fpout  amidft  the  burning  Defart;  upJa 
«<  whofi?  vrelcpijie  Footfteps,  the  fandy  Wai» 
<«  fmiles  vrith  Herbage  >  and  beneath  his  pottnt 
<<  Touch,  7he  fTildernefs  Ms  and  hlojfom  as 
."  Rofi  *•  Or,  to  fp^ak  pl^nly, ,  the  .defpUtc  d 
**  barren  Soul  brings  fortH  thofe  Fruits  of  i^ 
«  SPIRT,  which  .«re  infinitely  mqre  pf namea- 
^<  t^I,  than  th^  fiJkcnQems  of  Spring,'  inl^^^^ 
♦^  more  benefici^yi,  than  thp  falubjripus  Store?  i 
.♦'  Autumn. 

,  ««  We  have  a  S  A  V I O  U  R^Tell  it  out  among 
}^  the  Heathen  ;  that  all  the  Nations  on  Earth,  flWf  | 
<<  part^k?  of  th^  Gift,  and  join  in  the  Song-A 
^*  SA  V  I  O  U  R  We  h^ve,  whofe  radia/it  £f 
«'  brightens  the  gloomy  Paths  of  AfHiaion.  Whofc 
^<  efficacious  Blcffing  makes  all  Things  m8rif(ii^ 
«  for  the  Gsodi  of  his  People,  Death,  giU^"^ 
^<  his  propitious  Smile,  even  Deat;h  itfeif '^'^J' 
<«  gay.  Nor  is  the  Grave,  under  his  benign  Ad* 
^«  miniftration,  any  longer  a  Den  of  Dc&ru&oi^i 
*<  but  a  fhort  and  fhady  Avenue  to  thpfe  immor* 
*«  Manfions  ;  whofe  Foundations  are  laid'Uiiii^^ 
^«  phires\  whofe  TVindows  are  of  Jgate  \  theGa^^i^ 
,  *<  Carbuncle  \  arJ  all  the  Borders  of  plea  font  Stcndt' 

•^  ^    -^        Pardon 

f  Ifai.  ;jxxv.  I.    t  Row.  viii  18.     t  Ifsu.  lir. i'»^^' 
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Pardon  my  Rhapfody,  dear  Ther$n.  Your  owft 
Etemark,  added  .to  the  grand  and  lovely  Views, 
have  ivarmed,  have  animated,  have  almoft  tranf-. 
ported  me,— TJ^r^w  anfwered  not  a  Word :  but  fat 
itxed  in  Thought.— While  He  is  indulging  his 
Gontemplatibti,  We  may  juft  obferve  Xome  other 
Beculiarities  of  the  Profpeft.   . 

:  ileiBe  and  there,  a  lonefome  ^ottag4  fcarcely  lifts, 

its  humble  Head,     No  pompous  Swell  of  projecting 

Steps,  furrounds  the  Door  :  no  appendent  Wings 

of  inferior  Offices,  fkirt  the  Edifice :   no  ftately 

Hall,  flabbed  with  Marble,  and  roofed  with  Sculp* 

ture»  receives  the  gazing  Stranger.  But  white-robed 

Innocence,  and  fwcet-featured  Contentment,  Neat- 

nefs  *  with  a  Glofs'on  .her  Garments,  and  Health, 

*  with  a  Bloom  in  her  Cheeks,  adorn  the  Habitation^* 

While  VirtueJends  her  Graces,  and  Religion  com-* 

H  h  4  municates 

•  Neatnefi — To  exemplify  and  reqommend  this. Or* 
nament  of  fecial  Life,  is,  perhaps,  theDeiignofa  Paf- 
fagc,  which  I  have  hevfer  fcen  fatisfaftorily  explained. 
When  oar  LORD  gave  a  Treat  to  fi^e  thoufand  Men^ 
who  attended  Jiis  Preaching ;  when  H^  commanded 
!them  to  fit  down  u,pon  the  Ground,  in  order  to  receive 
his  Bounty  in  the  moil  commodious  Manner;  it  is  added 
ly  the  facred  Hiftorian,  Ti>ere  nAras  much  Grafi  in  the 
Flaci  *.  Why  is  this  Circumftance  particularly  remark- 
jed^  To  denote  the  Decorum  of  ^he  Tran&ftion  ;  and  to 
be,  as  I  imagine,  both  an  Example  and  a  Recommen- 
dation of  Neatne/s*  The  Seats,  though  very  plain  and 
Yimple,  were  far  from  being  fordid  or  flovenly.  It  was 
3iot  a  dirty  Place,  or  a  dully  Spot,  but  covered  with  the 
:X)arpets  of  Nature.  Which  rendered  it  as  cleanly,  if 
notfofumptuous,  as  the  Sofas  of  Tirri^ ;  ox  **  the  Bedl 
"  of  Gold  and  Silver,"  ufed  at  the  Feaft  of  King  Ahtr 
4iLcrus  f. 

^Jobnyu  10.  t  ^*«ri.  6* 
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inttiricates  her  Honours^  tp  digiufy  the  Abode: 
readering  the  Uameleb  Hutt  inperip^^  in  j-cai  Ma- 
jeftjTy  to  a  diirolute  Couft; 

At  fome  Diftance,  appear  the  hoary  Refisuas  cf 
an  antient  M$Mfl0rf*    Sunk  bsntath  this  'We^iri 
of  revolving  Years,  the  once  renexable  jFabtic  is  k 
leveled  with  the  Duft.   .  The  lofty  znd  ornaiaciurf 
Temple,  lies  rudely  over-grqwn  with  Mofs,  or  ffiH 
more  ignobly  covered  with  Weeds,     Xl|e  "Wall^ 
where  fainted  Imagery  ftood,  or  i4oUs^4  Painnog 
fhone,  are  clafped  with  twining  Ivy,  or  tb^fgA 
with  horrid   Thorn^-rThrough  Ifles>    that  once 
echoed  to  the  Chantor's  Voice,  miagied  with  the 
Organ's  majeftic  Sound,  the  hollow  Winds  roar, 
and  the  dafliing  Storm  drives*    Where  are,  n<onii 
the  filcnt  Cells,    the   vocal  Choirs,    the   du% 
Groves  ?   In  which  thp  ronumtic  faints  prolonged 
their  Icmely  Vigils,  by  the  midnight  Taper.;  cr 
poured  their  united  Prayers,  before  the  I^ark  lutd 
wakod  the  Morn ;  or  ftrolled,  in  eycr-inufing  Me- 
lancholy, along  the  Moon-light  Glade, — Surely, 
thoffs  mouidering  Fragments  nov^  teacH,  (and  with 
9  much  better  Grace,  with  a  much  ftropger  Em- 
phafis)  what  formerly  their  unfocial  and  gloomy 
Refid^ntiaries  profeffed.     They  teach  the  Fani^  of 
the  World,  and  the  tranfiiory  Puration  of  all  that 
is  reckoned  ftable,  in  this  Region  of  Sbad6ws. 

Behold,  p|i  yonder  Eminence,  the  rueful  Me- 
morials of  a  magnificent  Cafile.  All  difinantled, 
and  quite  denM>li0ied,  it  gives  a  Shading  of  Solem- 
nity to  the  more  lively  Parts  of  Nature's  Pifture; 
?,nd  attempers  the  rural  Delight,  with  fome  Touches 
of  alarming  Dread. — JVavy  deftruftive  War^  has 
fnatched  the  Scythe  from  die  Hand  of  Time,  and 

hurricJ 
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hurried  on  the  Steps  of  DeAjmy*    Tbofe  broken 

Corumns,    :^pd  (battered  Walls;   thofe  pi^pftrate^ 

7owers,  and  Ba^ttlsme^ts  daihed  to  the  Orowd  ^ 

carry  evident  Marks  of  an  immaturft  Dowjifal. 

They  were  built  for  Ages,  and  for  Ages  mi^ 

liave  ftood,  a  Defence  and  Accommodation  to  Ge« 

nerations  y^t  unborn ;  if  haply  they  had  eicaped  tho 

dire  AiTaults  of  hofttle  Rage.-^p^But,  what  Vigilance 

of  Man,  can  prevent  the  Miner's  dark  Approach  ^ 

Or  what  Solidity  of  Bulwark,  can  withftand  tbd 

l)ellowing  Engine's  impetuous  Shock  f 

Thofe,  perhaps,  were  the  Rooms,  in  which  //- 
^ntious  Mirth  crowned  with  Rofes  the  fparkling 
^owl,  and  tuned  to  the  filver^ founding  Lute  the? 
Syren's  inchanting  Song.      Thofe,  the  Scenes  of 
voluptuous  Indulgence,  where  Luxury  poured  her 
Delicacies :  where  Beauty;  infidious  Beauty,  prac- 
tifed  her  Wiles ;  and  fpread,  with  bewitching  Art, 
her  wanton  Snares.-rNow  inftead  of  the  riotoua 
Banquet,  and  Intrigues  of  lawlefs  -Love,  the.Ow! 
utters  her  hated  Screams  by  Night,  and  the  Raven 
flaps  her  ominous  Wing  by  Day.— Where  are  the 
Violet-couches,  and  the  Woodbine-bc^ers  5  which 
fanned,  with  their  breathing  Sweets,  the  ppllutcd 
flame  ?  The  Soil  feems  to  fufFer  for  the  Abufes  of 
the  Owner.     Blafted  and  diflionoured,  it  produces 
nothing  but  ragged  Briars,  and  noifome  Nettles  ; 
under  whofe  odious    Covert,    the    hii&ng   Snake 
glides,  or  the  croaking  Toad  crawls, — Fearful  In>- 
■  timation  of  that  ignominieus  and  doleful  Cataftrophe, 
which  awaits  the  Sons  of  Riot  I  When  their  mo- 
mentary Gratifications  will  drop,  like  the  faded 
!  f^eaf }  ?ind  leave  nothing  behind,  but  Pangs  of  Re- 

morfe,, 
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morifc,  kccntr  far  than  the  pointed  Thorn,  mW 
more  envenomed  than  the  Viper's  Tooth. 
.  Perhaps,  they  were  the  beauteous  and  honomri 
Abodes,  where  Grandeur  and  Politenefs  walked  Ack 
daily  Hound,  attended  with  a  Train-  <^  guiUeft 
Delights.  Where  amiable  and  refinod  Frien^ 
was  wont  to  fit  and  finile  ;  looking  Love,  ao^ 
talking  the  very  SouL  Where  Hofpitality,  witk 
Oeconomy  always  at  her  Side,  flood  beckoniif 
.^  i\it  ^rejfidi  but  indujiridus  •  Poor  s  and  ihower- 

d 


.  •  I  fay  'diftreffcd/  bet  utduftrJms  Ifoot — Becaofe,  I 
would  not  be  underHood,  as  encociragiiig,  ja  any  De- 
gree, the  Relief  of  obt  common  Beggars. — Towards  4c 
^rmery  I  wo«ld  cultivate  a  tender  and  ever-yeanung 
Companion  ;  I  would  anticipate  their  Complaints  ;  2b4 
as  afacred  Writer  dire&s,  would  even  sbsk  tojothm 
fc(7o^— But  as  to  the  latter,  I  frankly  own,  "that  I  look 
upon  it  as  my  Duty,  t6  difcourage  fuch  Cumberers  of 
the  Ground.  They  apd,  generally  fpeaking,  li% 
jDrones  ;  and  their  habitull  Begging,  is  blo  better  than  a 
fpeciQus  Robbing  of  the  public  Hive.  For  fuch  ^ur^ 
"Supplicants,  who  are  able  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  c^ 
Traveling  ;  able  to  endure  the  Inclemen\cies  ^f  die 
Weather  i  and  confequently  much  more  able,  weic 
they  equally  willing,  to  exercife  themfelves  in  feme 
Species  of  laudable  Induftry — For  thefe,  the  Hou/e  of 
CorreBion  would  be  a  far  more  falutary  Provifion,  than 
any  Supply  from  our  Table ;  and  Confinemaa  to  Lahmatf 
a  much  more  beneficial  Charity,  than  the  Liberality  of 
the  Purfe. 

JVe  ihould  remember,  and  they  fliould  be  taught,  that 
•the  Law  ordained  by  the  Court  of  Heaven,  is,  lfaM» 
tvili  not  nvork^  neither  Jhall  He  eat*  If  then.  We  contri* 
bute  to  fupport  them  in  Idlenefs,  do  We  not  counteraB 
and  fruftrate  this  wife  Regulation,  eftablifhed  by  the 
^reat  S  O  V  E  R  E I  G  N  of  the  Univerfe  ?--Is  it  not 
.ialfo  a  Wrcn^  to  the  deferving  Poor,  if  We  fuiFer  thefe 
Wens  on  the  Body  politic  to  draw  off  the  NourUhment. 

which 
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eid   BleiSngs  from  her  liberal  Hand:— ^But  War, 
idetefted  War,  has  ftretched  dver  the  foCial  and  in- 

viting 

^vhich  ought  to  circulate  amongft  the  valuable  and  u(e- 

f«il  Members  ? — Mone^  or  Viduals  beftowed  on  thefe 

^^orthlefs  Wretches,    is  not  real  Beneficence>   but  the 

J^arneft-fennj^  of  Sloth.     It  hires  them,  to  be  good  for 

xiothing;  and  pays  them,  for  being  public  Muifances. 

'    Let  Us  then  unanimoufly  join,  to  ihake  off  thefe  iUad 

Weights  from  our  Wheels,  and  diilodge  thefe  Swarms  of 

Vftrmin  from  pur  Stale.     Let  Us  be  deaf  to  their  moft 

fmportu^nate  Clamours  ;  and  afTure  Ourfelves,  that,  by 

this  determined  Inflexibility,  We  do  GOD,  We  dboor 

Qommuniiyf  We  do  /j&mi,  the  moft  fub^tantial  Service.--* 

$hould  they  implore  by  iht  injured  Name  of  JE  S  US  ; 

for  the  Honour  of  the  LORD  JESUS,  let  Us  refo- 

lutely  with -hold  our  Alms.      Their  Meaning  is, — 

^*  I  cannot  go  on,  in  my  prefent  Ihameful  and  ini* 

^*  quitotts  Coarfe ;    I  can  no  longer  continue  to  a£h 

y  tYi^iAiicked  and Jktbful  Servant  I  unlefs  You  will  ad- 

'*  minifler  fome  kindly  —  pernicious  Afliftance.      For 

••  CHRIST*^  fake,  therefore,  affift  me  todiflionour 

'*  my  ChrkHan  Name,  and  to  live  nK)re  bafe  than  the 

j<  Beafts  that  perifb.     IPor  C  H R  I S  T'6  fake,  help  me 

"  to  be  the  Reproach  and  the  Burthen  of  my  native 

•*  Country ;  and  to  perfift  in  the  Way,  which  leads  to 

'*  eternal  Deftruaion.'*— This  is  the  irui  Import  of  their 

Petitioiis.    And,    whether  the  Sanson  of  that  moft 

yenerable  Name,  added  to/ueh  a  Requeft,  fhould  move 

pur  Commiferatiop,  or  excite  our  Abhorrence,  let  every 

thinking  Perfon  judge. 

I  truft,  the  Reader  will  be  fo  candid,  as  to  excufe 
Mi  long  digreffive  Note;  and  do  me  the  Juftice  to  be- 
lieve, That  I  am  not  pleading  againft,  but  for  the  real 
Poor:  not  to  harden  any  One's  Heart,  but  rather  to 
direff  every  One's  Hand. — Give,  out  of  Gratitude  to 
CHRISTf  out  of  Compaflion  to  the  Needy,  and  be 
for  ever  bleifed.  But  give  not  to  incorrigible  Vagrants ; 
to  maintain  Impiety,  and  pamper  Indolence  ;  left  it  be 
([emandedy  one  Day,  fFho  bath  required  this  at  your  Handf 
\jt%  by  fuppdrting  diflblute  Creatures  ip  that  abandon- 
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vitiii||  S^at,  tbc  Ltm  rfCanfufynx  ^  *ke^  ^^Hff  i 
Mfffpfim/M  ^.  Nq^,^  alas !  xiotUog  bu^  D^fb^ai^on 
^  Horror  haunt  the  favage  Retreat.  The  anqde 
Arches  of  the  Bridge,  which  fo  often  tranfinitted 
the  voiKiering  F^fli^nget  9^<yig  ^j^  9P9fiin^  W^ 
lie  buried  in  diedrearf  Moat.-r'I^iiofe  ReKcso#die 
m^j  Portals^  naked  and  ^ban^lofijB^^  feent  ^o  be? 
moan  their  mel^nc^oly  Con^^on*  ^a  Q^ndid 
Chariots,  vitfatbtirg«|rR<sUou»,  furqueot  ibHiaiy 
Avenues.  No  oeedy' Steps,  with  cbearfiil  Expec- 
tations, befiege  tl^e  qm;e  bquntifiil  (Jajte.  But  sll 
ii{  a  raiferablc,  forlorn,  hidequsPileof  Rubbi£i. 

Since  Riches  fo  c^n  take,  to  diemfeWca  liV^iiig% 
and  fly  a^pay :  fince  Houfes,  grea^t  and  f^ir,  iee| 
iipqn  their  Foundations^  ^nd  (a  fpon  tumble  ult 
t»  Duft :  how  wiie,  how  iUutaiy,  i^  fm^  ^i^m 
M  A  S  T  E  R's  Advice  I  Jl^h  tay^urjetoes  Brkndi 
with  the  Mammon  ofUkrighteoufneJs  j  thafy  when  dij 
World  fails  around  Yoti^y  >K|ieh  the  Spi^in^s  of  >f a-^ 
turc  fail  within  you ;  lAg«,  as  Witnefles  of  your 
Charity,  and  Vouchers  for  the  Sincerity  of  your 
Faith,  may  receive  You  into  everlafi\ng  Hahttatiom  f, 
r-This  is  to  lay  up  Trcafure  ^r  Qurji^st' 
Whereas,  whatever  elfe  We  amafs,  is  for  our  Heics, 
for  our  Succeflbrs,  for  We  know  not  Who.  This 
Wealth  is  truly  emphatically  called  our  pz^n  g  .•  it 
is  an  Advowfon ;  We  have  the  Perp?tui$y.  Where* 
as,  whatever  elfe  We  pofiefs,  is  ours  only  for  a 
Turn  or  in  Trujl. 

ed  Sloth,  which  is  the  Narfe  of  *all  Vice,  We  become 
Partakers  of  their  Guilt,  and  accenrar3rtp  their  Roin. 

♦  Ifai.  xxxiv.  ii.    -f  Luke  xyi.  9.     %  Matt.  vi.  zo^ 
Jl  Lukexvi  12. 
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Sfee  the  tireaajftrl,  dreadful  Ravages  of  chil  Bif^ 
itir'd  /  'WWre-c^  'that  infernal  Fury'^ljUcf,  She 
ihiairks  her  Steps  InBlodd,  afnd  feafircs-opiHent'Gkfcis 
"a  ruihtttis  Heap  *.— What  Thanlss  then,  whatiirv 

a^nt 

*  The  Eteas'of  What  VrMlczlU  Btikt,  harriiia  -^rffir, 
•^irere  -nevfer  fiifplayed  in  Coloivs  that  gh^^  and  widb 
Figures  that  alarms  like  thofe  which  are  afed  by  the  Pro- 
phet yeremiaK  Chap.  iv.  19,  &c.  As  this  is,  perhaps, 
«lc  ere'atcft  H«ifti5r-][^lece  of  the  Kihd,  the  Reader  will 

Jettmt  ine  to  enrich  ihe  Notes^  with  a  Tranfeript  6f  ^ 

FirftWcj/J^  or  rather  Wey^*/,  the  Effe^bof  Waron 

%e  human  Mitid;  the  keeheft  Angoifli,  the  deepeft  Dif- 

BUiy,  and  thewiideft  Ahiazdiient.    AH  expreflbd  in  i 

Xangdage^  -cxa^ly  fiiitliig  the   SubjeA— vehement:^ 

— ^ahnqpt — difotderly.     My  Bowils!  My  Bonveb!  I  mn 

"^pained  at  my  <vety  'Heart.     My  very  Heart  mtdteth  a  Not/tin 

'Me;  Ictatntt  hM  ^y  Te^ce  :  hetmfe  Thau  haft  hedrdy  t> 

%  n^dy  ibeBHidiffketrun^ty'theAlarmofWar,— 

DeftruQion  upon  DeftruBion  is  cried;  for  the  Land  is  Jpoibd, 

Suddenly  lore  et^  Tents  fpoikd^  andnt^  Curtains  in  a  Moment. 

'-^How  longjball  I  fee  the  Standard,  and  hear  the  Sound  of 

ihe  Tfukfet  f 

Tht!n  We  fee^e  diihiil  Devdftations  of  War;  aad 

.who does  not  flnidder  atthe^kht ?  The  whole  Coimtnr 

laid  in  Ruins  !  Deprived  of  au  its  Omamei)ts»  and  aft 

its  Inhabitants!  nothing  but. Confuiion  and  Emptinds* 

•Redudcd'K)  a  SolhuHe^  -and  a  Chhos.     I  beheld  the  Earth, 

'ond'lo!  dhdio  it'voas  vai»ttbut  Fotin  and*tjoid:    and  the 

Heawnsf  and  th^  had  no  ifght,--^J  heheid  the  Mountains, 

and  lo  !  they  tr'embUdy  and  aU  the  HfUs  mogfed  lightly. ^^1 

ieheldy  and  lo.!  there  was  no  Man,  and  all  the  Birds  of 

.  ^ihe  Bedfvens  niberefUd.'-^l  heheidy  tmd  lo  !  the  fruitful  Place 

nuas  a  WiUernefsj  and  all  the  Cities  thea^eof  luere  hroiem 

dowHy   at  the  Prijfence  of  the  LO  R'D,   and  by  hisferct 

Anger, 

If,  ifte  all  0iis  ^fufittn  if  fanfig^ry,  hold  and  M- 
mated  eVen  ^to  Aifconi(^h)tot,  We  can  have  any  Reliih 
fcf  the  cdid  Cor?e^neTf  of  a  hmtben  ^Senluv  We  may 

find 
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dent  And  c^felefs  Thanks,  are  due  to  that  alMu- 
pcrintending,  ever  gracious  LORD,  who  haf 
daihed  the  Torch  from  her  Hand  ;  has  broke  her 
murderous  Wcapoits ;  and  driven  the  baleful  Peft 
from  our  JJland  l-^yi^y  the  fame  almighty  Good- 
nefs  banifh  the  Monfter  from  all  Lands  !  Banill! 
theaccurfed  Monfter,  with  her  hated  Affociate 
Rapine,  and  her  infatiable  Purveyor  Ambition,  to 
the  deepeft,  deepeft  Hell.  Branded  with  everlaft* 
ing  Infamy,  and  bound  in  adamantine  Chains, 
then  let  them  gnafh  their  Teeth,  and  bite  the  ine- 
vitable Curb  ! — While  Piocsy  defcending  from  Ikt 
native  Heaven,  bids  her  Olives  fpring  amidftthp 
joyful  Nations:  zni  J^lentyj  in  League  with  Coor 
mecce,  fcatters  BleiEngs  from  Clime  to  Climt* 
While  Gladnefs  fmiles  in  every  Eye;  and  iMy 
cxtenfive  difinterefted  Love,  leveling  the  Partition* 
waU  of  Bigotry,  cements  every  Heart  in  the  beft 
of  Bonds. 

Near  thofe  Heaps  of  Havock,  lies  the  Spot, 
ever-memorable  and  ftill  revered,  on  which  an  oh- 
ftinate  and  fatal  Battle  was  fought.—- The  Hufband- 
nian,  as  He  breaks  his  fallow  Land,  or  rends  tte 
•  grafly  Turf,  often  difcovers  the  horrid  Implements, 
and  the  more  horrid  Effe<as,  of  that  bloody  Con- 
flift.  He  ftarts,  to  hear  his  Coulter  ftrike  upon 
the  Boffes  of  a  rufty  Buckler,  or  gride  over  the 

Edge 

find  fomething  of  the  fame  Nature,  in  Horace  Lib.  li* 
Od.  I. 

Jam  nunc  minacif  &c. 

Which,  though  one  of  his  moft  fjjlrited  and  ftbliiB* 
JPaffages,  is,  if  compared  with  the  Fijre,  the  Grandctfi 
the  majeflic  Wildnefs  and  Horror  of  the  Yro^i 
like  a  Land-Flood  compared  with  the  ouiverfal  Del«g«' 


DIALOGUE    XIX.      4^5 

ludge  of  a  blanted  Sword*.   He  turns  pale,  to  fe^; 

]]iuman  Bones  thrown  up  before  his' Plough^  an4 

fkands  aghaft  to  think,  that,,  in  cutting  his  Fur^ 

raw.  He  opens  a  Grave. — The  grey-headed  Sir^ 

often  relates  to  his  Grandfons,,  hanging  with  eager 

Attention   on  the  Tale,    and  tipembling   for  ih^ 

Event  J  relates  the  difmal,  the  glorious  Deeds  of 

that  important  Day. — ^How  the  Fields,  now  cot 

vered  with  waving  Crops,  were  then  loaded  with 

mangled  and  ghaftly  Corpfcs.     How  the  Paftures, 

now  g^een  with  Herbi^ge,  were  then  incrimfoned 

-with  l^uman  Gore. 

*^  On  tl>at  extended  Common,  He  fa}rs^  wheie 
^^  the  bufy  Shepherd  is  eredting  his  hurdled  Citadel,, 
*'.  the  Tents  were  fpread,  and  the  Banners  difplajiw 
^  ed ;  the  Spears  briftled  in  Aifj  and  the  burnifbed 
*•  Helmets  glittered  to  the  Sun.— On  yonder  rifiog 
*«.  Ground,  where  the  friiking  Lamh«  play  their 
^  harmlefs  Frolics,  flood  the  martial  Files  ;  cla^ 
♦*  in  Mail,  and.  ranged  in  Battle-array.  These 
**  flood  War,  with  all  its  collefted  Horror^  ;  ho- 
**  vcring,  like  fome  portentous  Cloud,  and  ready 
*^  to  burft  into  an  immediate  Storm.—- On  the 
"  nearer  Plain,  where  the  quiet  Steed  grazes  in 
^  Safety,  and  thofe  fober  Oxen  chew  the  juicy 
**  Herb,  the  fierce  Encounter  mixed.  There,  the 
**  5^Vclins,  launched  from  nervous  Arms,  and 
"  aimed  by  vengeful  Eyes,  flew  and  reflew,  whiz- 
<*  zing  with  Death.     The   Arrows  lightened  t 

**  from 

*  H^ihak.  ill.  II-.  '^^\^y:^  p'^n  literally  tranflated,,pre- 
ftnts  Us  with  that  beautiful  bold  Figure,  The  Lighten^ 
ing  of  thy  5/^tfr.— Which,  with  innuiuerable  other  Graces. 
91  Speech>  that  give  Dignity  and  Spirit  to  our  modem 

Com- 
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^*  from  the  Strings  5   and   drenched  their  keel 
*«  Points,   anil  dipped  their  featheiy  Wings  is 

"  **  Blood. 'Soon  as  this  Shower  of  miffive  Stri 
«*  ceafed,  inftantly  outfprung  Thoufands  of  toft- 
•«  ing  Swords.  They  clafh  on  the  brazen  Shidds; 
««  they  cut  their  Way  through  the  reeking  Artnonrj 
*^  and  fheath  their  Blades  in  many  a  gallant  diunt- 
*«  lefs  Heart.-i-Here,  on  this  diftinguiQicd  Led, 
«*  the  proud  hifulting  Foe,  prefuming  on  Vifiory, 
*«  and  boafting  of  their  Numbers,  poured  in  lik« 
<«  Flood.  There,  a  boldntetermined  B«ittaliofl,«i 
^^  which  myfelf  was  a  Part,  planted  themfelwsie 
'**"a  Rock,  and  broke  the  fierce  Attack. 

«  Then  adds  the  brave  old  Warrior,  then  * 
<«  coward  Herd  fled  before  the  Vengeance  of  our 
«<  conquering  Arms.  Then,  thefe  Hands  fire^ 
«  the  Plains  with  a  Harreft,  different  far  from  4* 
*«  prefent  Produaions.  Then,  the  Fathers^  jSn** 
<«  ten  with  inexpreffible  Dread,  locked  rat  id  ^ 

'**  their  <lhildren*}  though  ihuddering.at  the Jifi^' 

«  Spcif» 

Compofitions,  are  borrowed  from  the  Language  of  &'«  J 
are  tranfplantcd  from  the  School  of  the  Prophct8.--JJ 
We  ftart  into  a  plcafing  Amazement,  at  ffat^^  t 
putttOm;  have  We  not  eqaal  Realbn  to  be  chanaw  ^ 
•  furprifed  at  Nahwf^a  aanrr  ^bb)nn>  ?  Ev^iy  Cwfl«^ 
r^geii  with  Violence  and  Impetoofity ;  was  eagOj  *J 
even  mad  to  deftroy.  NaL  ii.  5.  Milten  has  enomj 
lighted  his  Torch  at  the  Prophet's  Flame. 

The  madding  fFheels 

Ofbraxen  Chariots  raged.  5*  * 

•  For  this  very  ftriking,  and  mod  terrific  Iv^^  7^ 
are  obliged  to  the  Prophet  Jeremiah.  Who,  m*^ 
Words,  but  with  all  the  Pomp  of  Horror,  dcfcnb«ae 
pin  of  approaching  War,  and  the  Confternation  ot » 
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<^  Spear,  or  fcreaming  under  the  brandiflied  Sword. 
•*  The  Fathers  looked  not  hack  on  their  Children^  though 
**  they  fell  among  the  Slain,  gafhed  with  deadly 
**  Wounds  5  or  lay  expiring,  in  Groaiis  pf  Agonjr^ 
*«  under  pur  Feet,'* 

We  leave  the  Warrior,  to  repeat  his  fhocking 
Story,  and  enjoy  his  favage  Satisfa^ion,  He 
fpeaks,  'tis  true,  in  a  §train  fomewhat  fuperior  to 
his  Charaftcr-     A?  though  the  Triumph  of  hi^ 

Vol.  III.  I  i  Hearty 

vanqoifhed  People.    At  the  Noifs  of  the  Stamping  of  the 
Hoofs  of  bis  ftrong  Horfes^  at  the  Rufhing  of  his  Chariots^ 
and  at  the  Jbmhting  of  his  Wb^tls^  fbe  Fathers  fiaU  not  iooJ^ . 
hack  unto  their  Chudrtftt  for  FeeUenefs  of  Hands ^     Jpre^i^ 
xlvii.  3. 

Not  to  mentioB  die  Thnnder-like  Sound  of  the  Dic- 
'  tions  and  that  if»  a  l^anguage  much  lefs  ipnorotis  xYa^y 
the  Original ;  I  appeal  to  every  Reader,  Whether  the 
laji  Circumil^ce  does  not  awaken  the  Idea  of  fo  tre- 
mendous a  Scene,  and  (o  horrible  a  Dread,  as  no  Words^ 
can  exprefs.  Firgii  has  imitated  th$  Prophet^s  Manner^ 
in  that  vtry  delicate  deicriptivf;  Toijch ;  where,  reprcT 
Anting  the  prodigbus  Alarm,  excited  by  the  Yellof  tfi^. 
ij^femal  Fury,  He  fays ; 

Mt  trefida  Mains  frejftre  ad  feMora  Natos^ 

That  is,  ^oihfrightid  Mothgr  fl^dped  the  Infant  t9  ^ 
fluttering  Bofom* 

Np  One,  I  bejieye,  ne^  be  inform^ d,  that  the  Panr 
nic  is  painted,  wiih  a  very  fuperior  Energy,  by  the  Poet 
of  Heaven.  In  the  Pagan^s  Draught,  the  EiSed  of  Fear. 
rtfultf  from  the  Conftitution,  and  coincides  wi|h  the 
Bias  of  Huni^nity.  Whereas,  in  the  Protbeth  Pi^ure,  • 
j^  countcr-a/tsy  }t  fufpends^  it  entirely  o^er-bears^  the  ten- 
dereft  Workings  and  ftrongeft  Prppenfitics  of  Nature  | 
though  inftigated,  on  one  hand,  by  the  moft  import 
tunate  Calls  of  exqoifite  Diftrefs  ;  and  ftimulated,  0% 
the  other,  by  ^11  the  §o4(ita^pns  of  (he  moft  yeiifning. 
^prnpaffioR, 
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Heart,  had  exalted  his  Sentiments,  and  ennobled 
his  Language.  Neverthelefs,  for  calmer  Scenes, 
and  fofter  Delights,  We  willingly  leave  him. 

'  The  Eye  is  pleafed  with  the  elegant  Gaiety  of 
the  Parterre ;  the  Ear  is  foothed  with  the  warbling 
Melody  of  the  Grove  ;  hut  grand  OkjeSs,  and  the 
Magnificence  of  Things,  charm  and  tranfport  the 
¥(hQle  Man.  The  Mind,  on  fuch>  Occafions, 
ffiems  to.  expand  with  the  Proipe£t,  and  fecretly 
exults  in  the  Confcioufnefs  of  her  Greatnefs.- 
Intent  upon  thefe  large-and  excurflve  Views,  oui 
Friends  fcarce  advert  to  the  mii^uter  Beauties, 
which  addrefs  them  on  every  Side.  The  SwOy 
with  her  fnowy  Plumes,  and  loftily  bending  Hcadj 
amidft  all  her  fuperb  Air,  and  lordly  State ;  rows 
unnoticed  by.—- Equally  unnoticed  is  both  tk 
Array  and  the  Aftion  of  the  Duci  5  her  glofy 
Neck,  and  finely  chequered  Wings  j  her  diving 
into  the  Deep,  or  her  darting  up  into  Day.— The 
Swallow^  fkimming  the  Air  in  wanton  Circles,  or 
dipping  her  downy  Breaft'in  the  Flood,  courts  to 
Obfervation  in  vain.-^Nor  could  the  finny  Sit^ 
.attract' their  Regard,  though  they  played  before  tht 
Boat  in  fportive  Chace ;  or,  glancing  quick  to  the 
Surface,  (hewed  their  pearly  Coats^  bednoppcdvi* 
Gold. — ^Thus  they,  engaged  in  fublime  Spccult- 
tions,  negletSl  inferior  Entertainments.  And  i» 
the^Sons  of  Religion  over-look  the  diminutive^  ^^ 
Jienty  delufiiry  Forms  of  Pleafure,  which  float  0^ 
the  narrow  Stream  of  Time,  or  flit  along  the  fcan? 
.  Bounds  of  Senfe  \  it  is  only  to  contemplate  and 
enjoy  a  Happinefs  in  their  G  O  D,  which  is  i^ 
vatedi  fuhftanitalj  and  immortal.  Compared  with 
which,  whatever  the  Eye  can  furvey,  from  Po'*  ^ 
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Pblc,   frdiri  th6'  rifing'to'  the   fetting  San,   is  a 
Cockle-flien,  a  Biittei*fly,  a  Bubble. 

From  this  open  and  enlarged  Scene,  they  enter 
the  Skirts  oFa  vaft,  umVrageoiis,  venerable /l^rg/?.— 
On  cither  Side,  the  ftiirdy  and  gigantic  Sons  of 
Earth,  rear  their  aged  Trunks,  *  and  fpread  their 
branching  Arms.  Trees,  of  every  hardy  Make, 
and  every  niajeftic  Form,  in  agreeable  Difordef, 
and  with  a  wild  kind  of  Grandeur,  fill' the'  aerial 
Regions.  The  huge,  expahtive,  roaming  Bouehs 
unite  themfelves  over  the  Current,- and  diffufe 
**  their  Umbrage,  broad  and  brow-h  as  EVenihg."  ' 

What  fiAemn  Twilight !  WhatJfupMom  Shadet    ' 
EnwY'ap  thife  lonefdme  Floods  f  thro'"' every  ISilsnfii' 
Afacred  Honour  thrills^  a  pleafing  Fe&r 
'     Glides  o*er  the 'Mshd. 

The  tinioroiisf  2]f<^^r'flrdrt  afthc  dhflitng  of  thV 
Waves.  Atarnaed  'with-  the  uiiUfual '  Sound,  they 
look  up,  and' gase  for  a  Moment :  then  fly  into 
Covert,  by  various  Ways,  and  with  precipitate 
Speed ;  vaniihing,  rather  than  departing  from  the 
Glade. 

How  awful  to  refleft,  as  they  fteal  along  the  fhelv- 
ing  Shores,  and  the  mofs-grown  Banks ;  as  they 
glide  under  the  pendent  Shades  of  quivering  Pop- 
lar, of  whiftling  Fir,  and  the  folemn- founding  Fo- 
liage of  the  Oak— how  awful  to  refleft ;  "  Thefc 
•*  were  the  lonely  Haunts  of  the  Druids^  two  thou- 
"/and  Years  ago  !  Amidft  thefe  duflcy  Mazes,  and 
*Vfympathetic  Gloom?,  the  penfive  Sages  ftrayed. 
««  Here,  they  fought,  they  found,  and  with  al]  the 
<*  Solemnity  of  fuperftitious  Devotion,  they  ga- 
I  i  a  "  thered 
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«•  thcred  their  MJUtu  ♦•  Here,  the  vifionary  Re* 
<<  clufes  fhunned  the  tumultuous  Ways  of  Men,j 
^<  and  traced  the  myfterious  Paths  of  Providence. 
<*  Here  they  explored  the  Secrets  of  Nature,  and 
«« invoked  their  fabled  Gods." 

Sometimes  wrapt  in  a  fudden  Reverie  of  Thought^ 
ibmetimes  engaged  in  Converfation  on  the  folemn 
Appearance  of  Things,'  the  Voyagers  fcarce  per- 
ceive their  Progrefs.  Before  they  are  aware,  this 
renerable  Scene  is  loft ;  and  they  find  themfelves 
advanced  upon  the  Borders  of  a  beautiful  Lafxm. 
The  Foreft,  retiring  to  the  Right-hand,  in  th^ 
Shape  of  a  Crefcent,  compofed  what  Milton  ftyles, 
««  A  verdurous  Wall  of  ftatclieft  Afpea  5"  and  left, 
in  the  Midft,  an  ample  Spa.ce  for  the  FlourifhiBg 
pf  Herbage. 

Here,  faid  Ti^««,  if  You  pleafe,  We  will  flight; 
and  leave  the  Bearer  of  omx  floating  Sedan^  to  purfue 
Vn  ceafelefs  Courfe— to  enrich  the  Bofom  of  other 
Vallies,  and  lave  the  Feet  of  other  Hills — to  vifit 
Cities,  and  make  the  Tour  of  Counties-^ta  refled 

the 

*  If  the  Reader  pleafes,  He  may  fee  thefe  pompous 
Solemnities  defcribed,  in  V  a  n  i  b  r  i  i  Pr^td.  Rufl.  pag. 
I2C,  &c:  Where,  the  curious  Narrative  ofPiitt^^  is  em- 
beUiihed  with  the  harmonious  Numbers  of  Hrgil. — Witk 
tegard  to  the  Refleftionst  occafioned  bv  this  Account; 
the  Compliments  lavilhed  on  the  Frenclf  their  ReUgiimt 
and  their  Monarch ;  I  believe,  the  judicious  ProtefioMf 
will  confefs  with  me ;  that,  a^  our  charming  Author  his 
copitti  dKe  Language,  and  entered  into  the  $pint  of  tke 
Antients,  He  has  ufo  catched  a  Tin&ure  of  Uieir  Supqr- 
ftition.  Imbibing*  together  with  aU  their  Elegancies  and 
Graces,  fime  of  their  fanfifiil  and  l^endary  ^vities, 

Verum  uhi  flura  nUimt  in  Carmine,  nonEgofauds 
Offenda^  MacuUs^  Hoi^; 
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the  Image  of  many  a  fplendid  Struflurc,  which 
adorn  his  Banks  i  and,  what  is  far  more  amiable^ 
fo  diftribute,  all  along  his  winding  Journey,  in- 
numerable Conveniencies  for  Man  and  Beaft :  ac« 
qi^iring,  the  farther  He  goes,  and  the  more  Bene* 
fits  He  confers,  a  greater  Depth,  and  a  wider  Swell ; 
to  the  remarkable  Confirmation  of  that  beneficent 
Maxim,  There  is  that  fcatteretbj  yet  increafeth  *  ; 

—  i—  -—  —  —  —  And  Goodj  the  more 
Communicatidy  more  abundant  prews* 

Milton. 

Tberon  and  Afpafio^  walking  acrofs  the  fpacious 
Amphitheatre,  feated  themfelves  at  the  Extremity 
of  the  Bend.  Before  them,  lay  a  verdant  Area, 
quite  even ;  perfedly  haiidfome ;  but  far  from  gay* 
Green  was  all  the  Drefs,  without  any  Mixture  of 
gaudy  Flowers,  or  glittering  Colours.  Only,  now- 
and-then,  a  gentle  Breeze,  fkimming  over  the  un- 
dulating Mead,  imprefTed  a  varying  wavy  Glofs  on 
its  Surface.  The  whole  feemed  to  refemble  the  de- 
cent and  fobcr  Ornaments  of  maturer  Age^  when  it 
has  put  off  the  Trappings^  and  bid  adieu  to  the  Le- 
vities of  Youth.— The  broad,  tranfparent  Stream^ 
ran  parallel  with  the  Lips  f  of  the  Channel;  and 
drew,  as  it  were,  a  Line  of  Circumvallation,  to 
guard  the  calm  Retreat.  The  Water  appeared, 
where  fhaded  with  Boughs,  like  a  Barrier  of  po- 
lifhed  Steel  |  where  open  to  the  Sun,  like  a  Mirror 
I  i  3  of 

•  Prov.  XI.  24. 
/    f  The  Gretki  which  is  above  all  Lanffuaget  ]iap(>y, 
in  its  beautiful  Variety  of  compound  Woids,  very  neatly 
exprefles  this  Appearance  by-^i^x*^^  T?  7«« 
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of  flowing  Cryftalp — The  eaftern  Edges  of  the  Ri 
yer,  were  barricaded  with  a  kind  of  mountsunou 
Declivity.  On  whofe  rude  and  rocky  Sides,  a  fct 
ilunted  Shrubs  and  ill-formed  Trees  hung*  Amoiij 
which  the  timorous  Rabbit  burrowed,  and  the 
bearded  Goat  browzed. — Not  far  from  the  Summit] 
two  or  three  Fountains  guflied  :  which,  unitinj 
their  Currents,  as  they  trickled  down  the  Steep, 
formed  a  natural  Cafcade.  Here,  it  was  loft  in  tic 
rufliy  Dells,  or  obfcured  by  the  twifting  -Roots; 
there,  it  burff  again  into  View,  and  playing  fiili 
in  the  Eye  of  Day,  looked  like  a  Sheet  of  fpouting 
Silver. 

In  this  romantic  Retirement,  faid  Therofiy  Wc 
are  quite  fequefte^fed  from  Society.  We  feem  to 
be  in  a  World  of  our  own  j  and  fhould  almoft  be 
tempted  to  forget,  that  W^  are  encompaiTed  with 
a  kindred  Species ;  did  not  the  Mujic  of  thofe  filver- 
tongued  Bellsy  poured  from  a  diftant  Steeple,  and 
gliding  along  the  gentle  Stream,  bring  Us  News  of  i 
human  Kind.  I 

Efcaped  from  Man^  and  his  bufy  Walks,  mc-  ; 
tj:iinks.  We  are  come  to  the  Houfe  of  Tranquility,  j 
-Such  a  deep,  undifturbed  Compofure  reigns  all 
around ! — It  is  as  if  fome  auguft  Perfonage  was 
making  his  Entrance,  or  fome  majeftic  Being  was 
upon  the  Point  to  fpeak,  and  all  Nature  flood  fixed 
5n  attentive  Expedation.  No  Place  better  fitted  to 
cherifh,  or  to  infpire,  a  contemplative  Sedatemfs* 

Awful  Solitude !  How  pleafmgly  horrid  is  the 
Afpe£b  of  Things  ! — Before  C7>,  are  fhaggy  Rocks, 
and  frowning  Precipices,  with  broken  Falk  of  Wa- 
tt r,   glittering  through  the  Cliffs.    Unwfought, 

hoary 
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.  ^  lioary  Grottoes,  ancient  as  the  Deluge !  Yawning, 

J    gloomy  Caverns,  where  Fancy  ihudders,  as  fhe  en- 

'  ,  tersi — JroundUsf  are  « the  Trees  of  the  LORD/* 

J    Trees,  which  the  Hand  of  the  moft  HIGH  hath 

,    planted,  and  whith  feem  to  be  co-eval  with  the 

,     World.     Who  can  forbear  admiring  their  Simpli-- 

city  and  Grandeur;  the  noble  Plainriefs  of  their 

Verdure,  and  the  prodigious  Statelinefs  of  their 

./Growth;    their  ftupendous  Bulk,   and  venerable 

Shades. 

What  a  Sped  are  our  Gardens,  and  what  a  mere 
Dwarf  zxQ  our  Groves,  compared  with  thefc  un- 
•coitfned,  vaft  Plantations  ? — Here  is  none  of  your 
nice  Exaftnefr,  but  all  is  irregularly  and  wildly 
great.  Here  are  no  Traces  of  the  Shears,  nor  any 
'  Footftcps  of  the  Spade,  but  the  Handy- work  of  the 
D  E I T  Y.  is  apparent  in  all. — Give  me  the  Scenes, 
which  difdain  the  puny  Affiftance  of  Art,  and  are 
infinitely  fuperior  to  the  low  Toils  pf  Man.  Giye 
me  the  Scenes,  which  fcorn  to  hriht  our  Attention, 
with  a  little  borrowed  Sprucenefe  of  Shape ;  but, 
by  their  own  native  Dignity,  ctmrneind  our  Regard. 
I  love  the  Profpefts,  whi^h,  the  Moment  they  are 
beheld,  ftrike  the  Soul  with  Veneration,  or  tranf- 
port  it  with  Wonder,  which  cry  aloiid,  in  the  Ear 
of  Reafon,  Afcribe  Ye  Greatnefs  unto  6ur  GOD  *.— 
Such,  I  think,  in  a  very  eminerit  Degree,  is  the 
Foreft ; 

—  —  —  High  waving  o^er  the  Hilh^ 
Or  to  the  vaji  Horizon  wide  diffu5*dy 
A  boundlefs  deep  Immenfity  of  Shade. 
Afp.  SoJomon^s  refined  Genius  feems  to  have  been 
fond  of  the  fame  Situation,  and  delighted  with  the 
I  i  4  fami 

•  Dent;  xxxii.  J, 
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Tame  Objc6b.  Therefore,  at  a  great  Expence,  arid 
.  Iti  the  moft  curious  Tafte,  He  built  The  Houfe  efihi 
^oreji. — Ifaiah's  divine  Imagination  was  charmed 
With  the  fame  grand  Spefiacle.  Mote  frequently, 
than  any  of  the  Prophets,  He  derives  his  lUuflrati- 
6ns  from  it.  One  Comparifoh  I  particularly  ft- 
inember.  Speakiiig  of  the  Ajjyriah  King,  and  his 
Ihilitaiy  Forces,  He  likens  tl^em  to  fiich  2m  Afiem- 
blage  of  Trees :  numerous^  as  their  amazing  Multi- 
tudes 5  ftrong^  as  their  maflV  Trunks.  Yet,  numc- 
jrous  and  potent  as  they  were,  they  fhbuld  all  be 
brought  low,  and  laid  in  the  Duft.  For  behold  & 
LORt>y  the  LORD  of  Hojis  Jhall  Up  the  Bw^ 
with  Terror  J  and  the  High  Ones  of  Stature  JhaU  U 
hewn  down  J  and  the  Haughty  Jhall  be  humbled  \  ml 
he  Jhall  cut  down  the  Thickets  of  his  Foreji  with  Irsn^ 
and  Lebanon  Jhall  fall  by  a  mighty  One  ♦. 

Then 

•  IfaikX.  J3, 34.  tn  tWisPredifkioiii  concerning theDe- 
flrudion  of  SetuMcheri^s  Army,  the  Prophet  is  remarkably 
exa£k,  and  no  lefs  beaatifal. — The  higb  Ones  of  Staturt\ 
the  Nobles  and  principal  Officers.  Who,  amidft  all  dicir 
grand  Equipage  and  majeflic  Deportment,  nefemble  tbe 
taoft  (lately  Trees. — The  buugbty  Chiefs,, proud  of  dieir 
paft  ViAories ;  prefuming  on  future    Conquefls;  ni 

.  elated,  in  their  own  Imagination,  like  Cedars,  toweriog 
to  the  Skies — 'thek  Jhall  oe  hewn  down  from  their  Eleva- 

*  tion  and  Dignity.  They  Jhall  be  humbled;  deeply  zhs&A; 
and  reduced  toDuft  and  Worms. — AndHE&aUcut  ds^ 
the  Thicietsj^  the  common  Soldiers ;  not  unlike  the  Shrubi 
and  Underwood  of  a  Foreft.  A  promifcaous  Multitude 
of  People,  who  have  no  other  Diilindlion,  than  that  of 
being  arranged  int6  Trbops.— -^«^  Lebanon ;  this  gives 
tJs  a  View  of  the  Leaders  and  Soldiers  united  ;  under 
Arms  I  and  formed  in  Battle  Array.  In  this  View,  they 
ajppear  formidable,  and  may  feem  invincible.  Yetjbai 
tbeyfnll  fy  a  mighty  One.     The  jLORD,  by  a  mighty 

Angd 
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Then  He  pjlflcs,  by  a  moft  beautiful  Tranfition, 
to  his  darling  Topic,  the  Redemption  of  Sinners. 
He  gives  Us,  together  with  one  of  the  fineft  Con- 
t rafts  *  Imaginable,  a  View  of  the  MESSIAH 
and  his  great  Salvation.  When  all  thofe  lofty  Ce- 
dars are  leveled  with  the  Ground,  there  Jhall  cme  a 
JRodj  a  fingle,  flendcr  Twig  fliall  fpring  from  the 
SUm  ofjejfe  f.  Which,  notwithftanding  its  mean 
Original,  and  unpromifing  Appearance,  (ball  rear 
its  Head  to  the  Skies,  and  extend  its  Shade  to  the 
Ends  of  the  Earth. 

Ther.  You  do  well,  Afpajioy  to  recal  my  roViiig 
Thoughts.  This  magnificent  Solitude  had  capti- 
vated my  Imagination,  and  I  was  giving  a  Loofe  to 
the  ufual  Sallies  of  my  Fancy.  But,  with  a  will- 
ing Compliance,  I  turn  to  a  more  excellent  Sub- 
jeft. — Only  I  muft  ;iffure  you,  that  your  Remark 
awakens  a  painful  Idea  in  my  Mind,  though  a  joy- 
ful one  in  your  own.  For,  my  Hopes,  which  were 
once  high  and  lifted  up,  are  now  too  much  like  that 
devoted  proftrate  Foreft. 

Jfp.  My  dear  Therm^  give  me  leave  to  fay,  they 
were  never  rightly  founded,    never  built  on  the 

Foun- 

Aiigel  excelling  iti  Strcttgth,  flxall  fell  them  to  the 
Oroand ;  ihall  deftroy  them  eafily  and  utterly— eafily,  as 
the  Woodman,  with  his  (harpened  Ax,  lops  a  fingle 
Bough — utterly,  as  all  the  Twigs,  when  once  the  Trunk 
'    is  fevered  from  the  Root,  wither,  decay,  and  die. 

*  This  fine  Contrail,  and  that  artful  Tranfition  are, 
by  the  injudicious  Divifion  of  the  two  Chapters,  very 
much  obfcarcd,  if  not  quite  loft,  to  many  Readers.  The 
Chapters,  I  think,  fhould  by  no  means  be  feparated  ; 
i)at,  the  tenth  and  the  eleventh,  as  a  Continuation  of 
the  fame  Prophecy,  OxovMiht  united. 
t  Ifai.  xi.  I* 


J 
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Foundation  of  the  Gofpcl,  which,  inftead  of  t 
reccing  Us  what  to  do,  in  order  to  obtain  Acccp- 
ancc  with  GOD,  fets  before  Us  all  that  is  re^jai- 
fite  for  this  great  End,  as  already  done  and  co» 
pleted  by  JESVS  CHRIST.  Your  Hopes  wen 
a  mere  Syftem  of  Self-Dependence  ;  and  what  yw 
thou;:;ht 


-o* 


A  Real  Goody 

Nought  elfe  but  Inanity  mifunderjlood. 

They  were,  what  Shake/pear  calk,  tb^  hafelefi  Ftr 
brie  of  a  Vifton.  Now  the  fliadowy  and  tranfient 
are  vanifhed,  that  folid  Hopes  and  everlafting  Jew 
may  fucceed.  Let  them  reft  on  CUR  I  ST  the 
infinitely  glorious  REDEEMER,  and  theyW 
never  be  overthrown,'  never  be  demolilhed  anj 
niore. 

Caft  a  Look  upon  yonder  Ivy.  What  can  be 
ipore  feeble  ?  It  bas  not  Strength  enough  to  with- 
ftand  the  flighteft  Blaft.  Nay,  if  left  to  itfeJf,  its 
own  Weight  would  crufli  it  to  the  Earth.  Yet,  by 
twining  around  the  Oak,  how  high  it  rifes,  and 
how  firm  it  ftands  !  An  Emblem  of  our  State,  and 
a  Pattern  for  our  Imitation. — So  let  Us,  who  ia 
ourfelves  are  nothing,  of  ourfelves  can  do  nothing, 
let  us  fly  to  Ci/iJ/iSr;  rely  on  CHRIST-,  and, 
as  Barnabas  (that  true  Son  of  Confolation)  fpeaks, 
cleave  to  the  LORD  JESUS  CHRIS  T  with  fd 
Purpofe  of  Heart  *.  Let  us  determine  to  know  no- 
thing, to  defire  nothing,  to  depend  on  nothing, 
but  7^5175  C/fiJ /ST,  and  Him  crucified.  Let 
this  be  the  Motto  for  our  Faith,  this  the  I>anguagc 

•  ASs  xi.  «3. 
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f  our  Souls ;  C HR  IS  T  is  All.  Then  fljall  our 
Virtues,  though  hitherto  fmitten  with  a  Blaft,  re- 
vive, as  the  Corn.  Then  Ihall  our  Hopes,  though 
n  themfelves  weaker  than  the  Ivy,  mount  like  the 
Cedars. 

Tber.  You  can -hardly  imagine,  how  a  Senfe  of 
Guilt  and  Unworthinefs  oppreiTes  my  Mind.     I  am- 
often  difcouraged,   and  cannot  bring  myfclf  to  be 
ftedfaft  in  Faith,  or  joyful  through  Hope, 

jf^.  You  cannot  bring  yourfelf,  but  GOD  Al- 
mighty's Power,  by  the  Grace  of  the  Gofpel,   can 
bring  to  pafs  thefe  defirable  Effefts.   And  hear  what 
the  Prophet  fays  farther,   upon  the  charming  To- 
pic which  introduced  our  Difcourfe.     Whenever 
the  eloquent  Ifaiah  undertakes  to  difplay  a  Truth, 
He  gives  it  all  the  Energy,  all  the  Beauty,  and  every 
heightening  Touch,  which  it  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing.— This  humble  Shoot,  -  fpringing  from  the  Stem 
of  Jefe,  fhall  rife  to  fuch  a  Pitch  of  Elevation ; 
that  it  fhall  be  confpicuous  far  and  near,  and  Jiand 
f9r  an  Enfign  of  the  People.     It  fliall  be  feen,   not 
iike  a  Beacon  upon  the  Top  of  a  Hill,   by  the  If- 
raelites  only,  or  the  Natives  of  a  fingle  Territory ; 
but  like  the  great  Luminaries  of  Heaven,  fhall  be 
vifible  in  every  Country,   and  by  the  whole  iijha-* 
bited  Wdrld.— 7i  itjhall  the  Gentiles  feek  j  not  only 
from  the  remoteft,  but  from  the  moil  barbarous  and 
idolatrouB   Climes*     Thefe,    even  thefe  Perfons, 
though  favage  in  their  Nature,   and  deteflable  in 
their  Manners,  fliall  be  freely  admitted  :  Shall  find 
Refl  and  Refrefhment  under  his  Shadow*     Nay, 
the  Refrefhment  which  He  yields,  and  the  Comfort 

which 
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which  they  receive,  Ihall  be  not  feafonablc  otJj 
but  of  fovcreign  Efficacy ;  his  Refl  Jhall  he  gbrm ' 
Ihall  be  attended  with  perfeA  Security;  fliaDlj 
produflive  of  every  Good ;  and  ilTue  in  everlaffia 
Joy. 

From  this  we  learn,  that  all  the  Blefflngsfi 
CHRIST'S  Mediation  are  defigned  for  Gentik, 
for  the  mott  abandoned  and  moft  abominable  Sin- 
jiers.-— That  they  are  fo  full  and  confummate,  t 
to  create  a  Calm  of  Tranquility,  a  ghrim  ^ 
even  in  the  moft  troubled,  afflixaed,  guiJty  Cm- 
fciences. — And  I  dare  challenge  my  Theronh  mil- 
giving  Mind,  to  fpecify  any  Want  which  isooi^ 
fuppliedy  any  Grievance  which  is  not  redreffed^lij 
theRighteoufnefsofJiBSf/S  C//*/J7^  ^^^'l 
mcrly  encountered  your  ObjeSfionsy  let  me  nowcoiB- 
bat  your  Scruples. 


Ther.  Sometimes,  I  have  a  deep  and 
ConvidHon  of  my  extreme  Sinfulnefs. — 'Tis  lib* 
fore  Burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.— '^rWifc 
the  vilcft  Filth, '  and  renders  me  odious  to  myfelf' 
how  much  more  lothefome  to  the  all-feemg  Ej^-^ 
It  appears  like  a  Debt  of  ten  thoufand  TalentSi 
and  I  have  nothing,  no,  not  any  thing  to  f^f 
Then  I  experience,  what  the  Pfalmtfi  fo  pathetical- 
ly laments ;  My  Sins  have  taken  fuch  Hold  ufon  0j 
that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up :  yea^  they  are  W^^ '' 
Number  than  the  Hairs  of  my  Head\  and  my  ^^ 
is  ready  to  fail  \  my  Hopes  are  upon  the  Poi^^  ^ 
-expire. 

♦  Uai.  xi.  10,  ,|. 
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JlJ^*  Then,  Theron^  fly  to  that  juft  and  righteous 
ONE,  who  is  the  Strength  of  our  Hearts ;  tha 
X^ife  of  our  Hopes ;  and  our  Portion  for  ever. 

If  Sin  is  a  lore  Burden'^   look  unto  CHRIST, 

.V^lio  bore  it  all,  in  his  own  Body  on  the  Tree ;  and 

reinoved,  entirely  removed  that  tremendous  Load, 

vrhich  would  otherwife  hzive  funk  the  whole  World, 

into  the  nethermoft  Hell. — If  Sin  renders  usfilthy-^ 

kt  Us  have  r^courfe  to  that  Blood  of  Sprinkling, 

-which  cleanfes,  not  from  a  few  Stains  only,  but 

from  all  Guilt.    By  which  the  moft  defiled  Tranf- 

grefbrs,  become  fair  as  the  faireft  Wool;  nay, 

whiter  than  the  virgin  Snows  ^. — If  Sin  is  2.  Debt  \  5 

fubje£ling  Us  to  Wrath,    and  binding  Us  over 

to  PunijOxment  \  let  Us  confide  in  that  gracious 

SURJET Y,   who  has  taken  the  Pebt  upon  Him-. 

felf,  and  made  it  all  his  own.     And  not  only  (o^ 

but  has  paid  it ;  paid  \t  to  the  uttermoft  Farthing  5 

to  the  very  laft  Mite.     So  that  Juftice  itfelf  can  dc*- 

.    mand  no  i^or^. . 

Let 

•  Pfal.  li.  7.  ^      ^ 
t  By  thefe  three  Images,  the  Ffalmift  difplays  the  hor- 
rible Nature,  and  deftrudlive  Malignity  of  Sin ;  together 
with  the  free  Grant  and  invaluable  Worth  of  the  For- 
j|iv^n^fs,  ^hich  is  in  CHRIST  JESUS.    Bleffe'd is h 
fwkofe  TranfffreJJioni  as  an  infupportable  Lo^d,    (*12;3)  // 
lort  or  taken  oFway ;  njobofe  Sin,  as  being  the  moll  abomi- 
nable Filth,  (mod)  is  cohered  I  unto  'whom  theLORDim^ 
futetb  n^  {ail2^n*  vh)  that  moft  r^^nous  of  allDebts^  /«/- 
jj^/Vjf.^t  IS  pleafing  and  inftruftive  to  obferve  the  Vehe- 
mence and  the  Ardour,   with  which  the  royal  Penitent 
fpeaks  on  this  favourite  Topic.     He  breaks  out  with  a 
Kind  of  holy  Ahruftnefs^  and  ponrs  his  Sooi  in  a  Variety 
of  the.warmeil  Exj^r^iTions,     As  one  who  thought,  j|^e 
.  popld  not  pofUbly  enter  upon  the  Subje6l  too  jfoon,  ox: 
'  dwell  upon  it  top  long.  Pfal.  xxxii.  \i  2. 
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Let  me  confirm  and  illuftrate  this  comfortable 
Truth,  by  a  fcriptural  Similitude.     No  Similitudes 
are  more  exad,  and  none  fo  ftriking.     I  have  (noc 
you,  by  your  penitential  Exercifes;  but  I,    by  my 
free  Grace  have)  blotted  out  as  a  thick  Cloud  yosir 
TranfgreJJions^  and  as  a  Cloud  your  Sins  *.      A  little  | 
while  ago,  the  whole  Expanfc  of  yonder  Sky_  was 
covered  with  Clouds.    Nothing  could  more  ftrong- 
ly  reprefent,  a  Multrtude  of' Corruptions  bfefiegin^ 
the  Heart,  and  a  Multitude  of  Iniqirities  overfpread- 
ing  the  Life. — But  where  is,  now,*   that  inimenie 
Arrangement  of  gloomy  Vapours  ?  The  Sun  has 
Ihone  them,  and  the  Wind  has  fwept  them,  clean 
away.    There  are  none,  neither  great  nor  fmaH, 
remaining.    From  one  End  of  thie  wide  extended 
Hemifphere  to  the  other,  we  fte  nodiing  but  the 
clear  and  beautiful  Blue  of  the  Firmament.    J#, 
faith  the  S  P I R I T  of  G  O  D,  to  the  Sinner  that 
believes;   fo   totally  is  your  Guilt,    however  hor- 
rid and  enormous,  done  away  through  the  dying 
JESUS. 

Ther.  It  is  not  poiEble  to  conceive,  nor  will  the 
whole  Creation  afford,  a  more  exquifitely  fine  Com- 
parifon.  Nothing  can  fo  emphatically  defcribe  the 
moft  prodigious  Multitude,  entirely  obliterated, 
without  the  leajl  Trace  of  their  former  Exiftence.— 
When  a  Stain  is  taken  from  our  Garments,  the 
Defilement  is  removed,  but  the  fine  native  Gloli 
never  returns.  When  a  Wound  is  healed  in  our 
Fle&,  the  Gafh  is  clofed  up,  but  fome  Blemiih  or 
Scar  always  remains.  Wheroas,  when  a  Cloud  is 
brulhed  away,  from  the  Sky,  not  only  the  tnuificnt 

Blot 

*  Ifai,  xliv.  Z2i 
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"Blot  difappears,  but  the  delicate  Expanfe-,  the  **  liv- 

•*  ing Sapphire",  isasglofly  and  brilliant  as  ever  ♦• 

—But  I  am  not  only  chargeable  with  pajl  Iniqui- 

-ties  ;    I  am  alfo  liable  to  daily  Mifcarriages.     I  re-r 

lapfe  into  Sin ;   and  when  I  would. do  Good,  Evil' 

i^  prefent  with  me.— Nay ;   my  beft  Hours  are  not 

free  from  finful  Infirmities,    nor  my  beft  Duties 

froni  fihful  Imperfections.     Which,  like  a  Worm 

at  the  Core  of  the  Fruit,  eat  away  the  Vigour,  and 

tarnifli  the  Beauty  of  my  Services, 

AJ)f.  Becaufe  through  the  Frailty  of  your  mortal 
Nature,  You  cannot  always  ftknd  upright  \  becaufe,^ 
even  thtjuji  Manfalleth  daily,  and  daily  contratSt- 
cth  Defilement  j  therefore  m  Fountain  is  opened  for 

Sin 

•  There  feems  to  be  an  Exaftnels'  and  a  Delicacy  in 
the  Prophet's  Compiarifon,  which  neither  Theron  nor 
J/pafio  have  obferved.  iThe  Gradation  I  mean>  the  beau^ 
tiful  and  comfortable  Gradation,  in  the  Senfe  of  thofe 
Words,  \W  :^,  Which,  I  think,  fhould  be  tranflated 
Nuhesy  Nubecula  ^  as  a  thick  Cloqd,  yea,  as  SLthin  Cloud. 

Left  Unbelief  fhould  .objed  to  the  firft  Claufe;  «*  A 
**  Body  of  thick  Clouds,  diffitfed  over  the  whole  Sky,  i» 
**  a  fuUen  and  oblUnate  Thing.  It  fits  deep ;  hangs  hea- 
•*  vy ;  and  will  not  eafily  yield,  either  to  the  Sun,  or  to 
**  the  Wind.''"  The  L  OR  D  is  pleafed  to  anticipate  and 
prevent  the  Objeftion,  by  adding ;  /  w/7/  l^Iot  out,  as  a 
*•  thin  Cloudy  thy  Tran/grejfions.  Be  they  ever  fo  nume- 
•*  reus,  before  my  unbounded  Grace,  and  the  infinite 
"  Merits  of  thy  S  AVIOUR's  Death,  they  fhall  be  a»  . 
"  the  Morning  Cloud  {Hof.  vi.  4.)  which  foon  paiTeth 
•*  away ;  they  Ihall  be  as  the  detached  ClQxxdi  {Gen.  ix.  14^ 
*•  1 5 .  Heb.  Bib. )  which  the  gentleft  Gale  diilodgcs  from 
•*  the  Firmament.'* 

See  Ho/,  xiii.  3.  where  the  Word  ]'i]^  makes  one,  in 
a  Group  of  the  fineft  Images,  that  ever  were  exhibited 
to  the  Eye  of  the  Mind.  Fineft  and  moft  pifturefque,  to 
reprefejut  an  unfiatle,  tranjitorj^  vani^ing  Condition, 
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Sin  and  fir  UncUannefs^^.    The  ^lood  and  Atx>n'^ 
ment  of  C  HR  IS  T  are  compared  to  a   heavenlj 
Fountain.    In  which  {>oIluted  Sinners  may   ^wafl 
daily,  waih  hourly ;   and  be  cofiftaiitly,    perfe<SUy 
clean.— A  Cijiern  may  fail  j  may  be  broken  or  cac- 
haufted.    But  it  is  the  Property  of  a  real  Fountain, 
never  to  be  dried  up,  always  to  yield  its  Waters. 
Such  is  the  Efficacy  of  CHR  IS  T*%  De^th  !    Not 
tp  be  diminiihed  by  univerfal  and  by  inceilant  Ufe. 
It  rnMves  the  Iniquity  of  the  Land  t»    It  takfs  awaj 
the  Sin  of  the  World  J.   It  is  new,  for  our  Applica- 
tion, every  Morning ;  new,   for  this  blefled  Pur** 
pofe,    every  Moment.     On  which  Account,    it 
makes  complete  Proyifion  fpr  pur  Cleanfing,   ouf 
Rcftoratibn,    and  our  Comfort.-^AboIifhing  our 
daily,  hourly,  momentary  Mifcarriages,    as  tho- 
roughly, as  theft  Sunnbe^ms  overcome  and  diffipate 
the  Shades  of  Night.^^Efpecially,  as  this  Blood  is 
not  only  fovcreign  in  its  Virtue,  and  always  frtc 
for  our  Approach,  bi^t  is  ever  pleaded  by  a  great 
HIGH-PRIEST  in  our  Behalf.   Therefore,  the 
infpired  Cafuift  directs  Us  to  this  Source  of  Confb- 
lation,  under  all  the  Upbraidings  of  Confcicnce, 
and  amidft  all  the  Remains  of  inbred  Depravity. 
Jf  any  Man  fin^  We  have  an  Advocate  with  the  FA^ 
THER,  JESUS  CHRIST  the  Righteous,  and 
fie  is  the  Propitiation  for  our  Sins  §. 

We ;  St.  John  reckons  Himfelf  in  the  Number  of 
thofe  frail  offending  Creatures,  who  ftand  in  need 
of  CHRISTf  as  a  perpetual  Interceffor.  This 
is  written,  not  to  encourage  Vs  i|>  (he  Commiffioi) 

•  Zech.  xiii.  i.        f  Zech.  iii.  9-        J  lolm  i.  m, 
I  I  John  ii.  I .  /, 
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of   Sin ;   but  that  We  may  be  the  lefs  difcouraged, 
"under  a  Senfe  of  our  Infirmities. — We  have-^    not 
^VVe  poffibly  may,  but  We  adtually  have/    A  Soul 
^burdened  with  Guilt,   cannot  be  fatisfied,    cannot 
be-  eafed,   with  a  bare  Perhaps,     It  is  therefore  po- 
litively  affirmed ;    as  a  Matter  of  eftablifhed  Cer- 
tainty ;  of  which  We  flaould  not  admit  a  Doubt. — 
.  'We  have  for  our  Advocate,  not  a  mean  Perfon,  but- 
H  I  M  who  received  an  illuftrious  Tcftimony  froiii 
jthe  moft  excellent  Glory,  This  Is  my  beloved  SON  * — 
Not  a  guilty  Perfon,  who  ftands  in  need  of  Pardon 
f or  Himfelf,  butyls  r/S  CHRIST,  //;^  divine- 
ly,   the  fupremely,    the  only  righteous  One. — Not 
a  mere  Petitioner,  who  relies  upon  Liberality  or 
Mercy;    but  who  h^LS  tneritedy    fully  merited  what- 
ever He  afks,  in  Behalf  of  his  Clients.    Being  the 
Propitiation  for  our  Sins;   having  paid  our  Ranfom, 
and  purchafcd  ourPeace^ — In  confequence  of  which. 
He  claims  rather  than  afks  our  renewed,  our  irrevo- 
cable Forgivenefs — This  He  claims,    not  from  an 
unrelenting  Judge,    but  from  his  FATHER  and 
our  FATHER — ^And  can  fuch  a  Plea  meet  with  a 
Repulfe  ?    Can  fuch  an  Advocate  mifcarry  in  his 
Suit? — If  the  Prophets  of  old  were  reckoned,    The 
'Chart ot  of  Ifrael,    and  the  Horfcmen  thereof  f  ;    be- 

caufe, 

*  2  Pet.  i.  17. 

t  2  Kings 'n.  12.  xiii.  14.  There  is  a  peculiar  Beauty, 
and  ffioft  appoftte  Significancy,  in  this  pvo^oerhial  S^iy- 
iiig,  as  ufed  by  the  antient  Ifraeiites,  Ilorfcs  and  Chariots 
were  deemed,  in  thofe  Ages,  the  principal  Strength  of 
tie  Battle,  the  moft  formidable  Apparatus  of  War.  Of 
thefe  the  IfracUtes  were  entirely  deflitute.  Thdr  GOD 
had  exprefly  forbidden  them  to  tnultiply  Horfcs;  and 
We  never  read  of  their  bringing  any  confiderable  Num- 

YoL.m.  Kk  bee 
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taufe,  like  their  Anceflor  Jacoh^  they  had  Powcf 
with  GOD,  and  prevailed  in  Prayer:  O  !  ^Tirhat  a 
Defence,  what  a  Security,  is  the  foWimcljr  excel- 
lent, and  ever-prevailing  InterceiEoii  odf  y.JE  S  US 
CHRIST! 

"  Your  Services,  You  complain,    are  tarnifhed 
**  and  defe61:ive."-^Then,    my  dear  Friend,    re- 
nounce them  in  Point  of  Confidence ;    and    gladly 
receive,  cordially  embrace,  the  all-perfe<Sl  Rightc- 
oufnefs  of  your  LOR  D. — The  Law  makes  nothing 
perfe^.     Your  own  Conformity  to  its  Precepts,  can 
'never  fit  You  for  Heaven,  never  gire  You  Peace  of 
Confcience.    Hither  if  We  look  for  any  of  thefe  de- 
firableBleffings;  We  are  like  thofe  Travellers,  who 
look  for  the  Fruits  of  Eden  in  the  Defarts  of  Arabia. 
But. our  LORD  JESUS   CHRIST,    by  om 
Oblation  y  has  perfe^ed  for  ever,  them  that  are  fan^i- 
fied. 

By  the  Oblation  of  Himfelf ;  which  was  grand,  in- 
conceivably great,  and  of  infinite  Efficacy  j  being  en- 
nobled by  all  the  Glories  of  the  GODHEAD,— 
On  which  Account,  it  needed  no  Repetition ;  it  was 
incapable  of  any  Augmentation ;  it  is  all-fufficient, 
though  but  One, — By  this  immenfely  efficacious  Sa- 
crifice He  hath  ferfeSfed.     What  are  We  to  under- 
ftand  by  this  Expreffion  ?    The  Epiftle  to  the  Colof- 
Jians  informs  Us.     He  hath  rendered  them  unblami- 
able  and  unreproveable  in  his  Sight.     To  be  ft"ee  from 
Blame  j  without  any  Caufe  of  juft  Reproof  ^  charge- 
able 

ber  of  Cavalry  into  the  Field. — But,  fo  long  as  they  en- 
joyed the  Prelence  of  the;ir  Prophets,  they  wanted  not 
this  Arm  of  Flefh.  They  had  more  than  an  Equivalent 
fcr  Squadrons  of  Horfe,  and  Chariots  of  Iron,  in  they^ 
.    'venty  the  effeQual  Prayers  of  thofe  holy  Men  of  GOD. 
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£ble  with  no  Failure  ;  Is  not  this  a  State  of  Perfec- 
tion ? — And  this,  not  merely  before  a  human  or  an- 
gelic Scratiny,  but  in  bir Sight*,  before  that  all- pe- 
netrating Eye,  which  fearcheth  the  Hearts ;  before 
that  moft  pure  Eye,  which  cannot  behold  Iniqui- 
ty.— This  Perfeaion,  effeded  by  our  REDEEM- 
ER*s  Satisfa^bion,  is  not  barely  for  a  Day,  or  a  Sea- 
fon  ;  it  knows  no  Iritermiflion  ;  it  continuesy^r  ever. 
Not  like  the  green  Hue,  which  vernal  Suns  have 
imparted  to  thefe  Herbs  and  Plants ;  but  like  the 
blue  Luftre,  which  the  Almighty  Fiat  gave  to  yon- 
der Expanfe  of  the  Skies. 

Ther.  What  meaneth  the  following  Expreflion  ? 
Methinks,  that  damps  my  Hopes.  If  I  ihould  not 
be  in  the  Number  of  the  'SanAified,  this  Text 
fpeaks  no  Comfort  to  me. 

jtfp.  Thofe  that  are  fanSfified^    (zys  an  eminent 
Critic,  fignify  thofe  who  are  endued  with  the  evan- 
gelical Sanflification  *.   Which  confifts  in  the  Ho- 
linefs,  the  Obedience,   the  Death  of  CHRISTy 
'inyputed  to  them,  and  received  by  Faith.    Whcre^ 
by,  they  are  cleanfed  from  all  their  Filthinefs,  and 
conftituted. righteous  in  the  Ptefence  of  GOD. — 
It  is  pretty  evident,  that  the  Apoftle  .cannot  intend 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  Works,  or  inherent  Holinefs  ; 
becaufe,  that  is  always  impcrfeft.     Of  that,  David 
cries  out,  in  the  Language  of  Defpondency.    Enter 
not  into  Judgement  with  thy  Servant.     And  affigns 
this  Reafon  for  his  Requeft ;    In  thy  Sights   and  in 
this  Refpeft,  no  Man  living  Jhall  bejujiified^  or  found 
perfeft.     No;  nothing  can  claim  that  Chara£ter 
before  HIM  who  dwelleth  in  Light  inacceffible, 
J)ut  only  the  Work,  the  Sufferings,  the  Righteouf- 
K  k  2  neft  < 

f  Sec  S  T  0  c  K I  ju  s  on  thie  ^Qvi^uy%»fy. 
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jicfs  of  OHRISTf    Thcfe  therefore,   and  tWe 
pnly,  can  make  the  Cdmers  tb$reunto  perfeSf. 

I  have  fomewhere  fecu,  painted  upon  a  flat  Sur- 
face,  an  aukward  and  difagreeaWe  Countenance, 
Nothing  was  regular  s  nothing  graceful ;  butererf 
Feature  difproportionate.    Yet  this  very  JFace,  re* 
flefled  from  a  cylindrical  Mirror,  has  put  o£F  its 
Deformity;  the  Lineaments  were   reformed   and 
well  adjufted;    Symmetry  cqnne^ed   every  Part, 
^  and  Beauty  fmiled  tliroughout  the  Whole.-r-Likc 
the  former  our  Virtues  appear,  when  con^pered  witl 
the  immaculate  Purity  of  G  O  D,   or  the  fublimc 
Perfeaion  of  his  Law.     But  they  acquire  the  Ami- 
ablenefs  of  the  lattery   when  prefented  to  fhe  FA- 
J  H  E  R  by  our  divine  M  E  D  I  AT  O  R ;   when 
recommended  by  his  moft  precious  Oblation ;  and 
accepted  in  the  B  E  LOV  E  D '^. 

Milton,  taking  his  Hint  from  the  Revelation  of 
St.  Jahn,  reprefents  our  great  HIGH-PRIEST, 
jn  this  glorious  and  delightful  Attitude.  Reprefents 
Him,  offering  up  the  Supplications  and  penitential 

Dutie$ 

*  TJbey,  the  Perfons  and  Performances  o£  frail  Men, 
fiail  come  up  tjoith  Jcceptance  on  mine  Altar^  faith  ih 
'LORD.  Ifai.  Ix.  7.— Which  is  explained  by  St.  Petei'i 
Comment;  Ye  ure  an  holy  Prkfthsod^  to  offer  up /piriui 
Sacrifces,  acceptable  unto  GOD  hy  JESUS  CHRIST, 
I  Pet.  ii,  5.  And  ftill  farther  ^fcertained  by  St.  Fauh 
Praftice.  Who,  when  He  addreffes  the  MAJESTY 
of  Heaven  with  any  Petition,  or  prefents  the  Tribute  of 
Praife,  prcfumes  not  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other, 
but  on  the  appointed  Altar,  or  in  the  bleiTed  MEDIA- 
VO  R's  Name.  Becaafe,  fecluded  from  thi$  grand  Re- 
commendation, they  would  be  offenfinje  to  the  awful  JE- 
HOVAH, "as  Smoke  in  his  Noftrils ;"  accompanied 
with  it,  they  are  acceftaUcy  "  as  the  fweet  fmelling  Iij: 
V  cenfe.*^  -  '     •    ' 
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Duties  of  our  firft  Parents  j  purifying  and  perfum- 
ing them  with  the  Incenfe  of  his  own  Merits  j  and 
thus  interceding  before  the  Throne. 

See^  FATHER!  what firfi Fruits m Earth <xre^ 

fprung 
Prom  thy  implanted  Grace  in  Man  f  Thefe  Sighs 
And  Prayers^  which  in  this  golden  Cenfer  mix*d 
TVith  Incenfe^  I  thy  PR  IE  ST  be/ore  Thee  brings 
-*^  — ;  Now  therefore  bend  thine  Ear 
To  Supplication ;  hear  his  Sighs  though  mute  f 
Unfkilful  with  what  Words  to  pray^  let  ME 
Interpret  for  Him  \   ME  his  Advocate 
And  Propitiation.     All  his  Works  on  MEy 
Goody  0%  not  goody  ingraft:  MY  Merit  thofe 
Shall  perfea  \  and  for  thefe  MY  Death  /hall  pay  ♦. 

The  Poet's  Words  ate  very  emphatitaL  Yet 
Words  can  no  more  expreft  the  Prevalence  of  our 
LORD'S  Negotiation,  th^  the  Pi<fture  of.  the 
Sun  can  difFufeits  Splendor,  or  convey  its  Warmth« 
—Though  our  poor  Performances  arc  rendered  ac- 
ceptable bj^  this  prevailing  Interceflbrj  let  Us 
never  forget,  that  His  Works,  fupremely  righte- 
ous and  incomparably  excellent,  are  the  Caufe  of 
our  Salvation.  By  his  Works,  1  am  juftified  :  by 
hh  Works,  I  am  faVed.  They  are  my  Plea;  and 
can  there  be  a  more  fubftantial  one  i  They  are  tKj 
Boaft  \  and  can  there  be  a  more  rational  one  I 

Ther,  \yhen  I  look  on  myfelf,  and  rpy  religjou? 

Obligations,  I  find,  that  my  fpiritual  Wants  arc 

many.     I  have  many  Duties -to  difcbarge,   and 

K  k  3  many 

•  Milton.    Book  XL  1.  zz,  ^c 
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many  Temptations  to  withftand.  I  have  many- 
Corruptions  to  mortify,  and ,  many  Graces  to  cul- 
tivate. Yet  have  I  no  Stock,  and  no  Strength  o£ 
my  own. 

^.  I  rej.oice,  that  ray  Theron  is  fenfible  of  his 
own  Indigcncp. '  The  good  LORD  keep  Us 
both,  in  this  Refped  as  little  Children  ;  whofe 
whole  Dependence  is  upon  their  Nurfe*s  Care^  or 
their  Parent's  Bounty  !  Then  may  we,  having  fuch 
a  Senfe  of  our  Poverty,  and  having  a  great  HIGH- 
PRIEST  over  the  Houfe  of  G  O  D,  come  boldly 
to  the  Throne  of  Grace.  We  may  apply,  through 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  JESUS  CHRISTy  for 
all  needful  Succour,  and  for  every  defirable  BlelC- 
ing. — If  Sohmoft  could  fay ;  LO  RDy  remember 
Davidy  and  all  his  Trouble.  If  Mo/es  could  fay  ; 
LORDy  remember  Abrabamy  Ifaacy  and  Jacob  thy 
Servants.  How  much  more  confidently  may  we  fay ; 
"LORD,  remember  JESUSy  the  Son  of  thy 
"  Love  !  Remember  JESUSy  and  all  his  Suflfer- 
«  ings  ;  JESUS  and  all  his  Merits.  Shall  they 
'^  be  fent  empty  away,  who  have  their  SAVIOUR'* 
*'  Obedience  and  Death  to  plead  ?"-i.No  verily. 
Though  they  are  altogether  unworthy  in  them- 
felvesy  yet  worthy  is  the  LAMB  that  was  flain^ 
for  whofe  Sake  their  Petitions  fhojald  be  grantedi^ 
and  their  every  Neceffity  fupplied* 

Let  me  repeat  to  you  a  moil  beautiful  and  ea^ 
couraging  Portion  of  Scripture.  Which  you  may 
look  upon,  under  all  your  Wants,  as  Charte  Blanche 
put  into  your  Hand* by  GOD  all-fufficient.  It 
gives  You  full  Liberty,  to  a(k  what  You  need ; 
and  good  Ground,  to  expeft  what  You  afk.  Hav^ 
ing  thereforcy    Brethren^   Boldnefs  to  enter  into  the 

Holiejl 
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HoUeft  by  the  Blood  of  JESUS;  by  a  new  and  liv^ 
ing  Way  which  he  has  confecrated  for  Usj  hrough  the 
Vtily  that  is  to  fay  i  his  Flejh ;  Jnd  having  an  HIG  H- 
PRIEST  over  the  Houfe  of  G  OD  ;  let  us  draw 
near  with  a  true  Heart,  in  full  Affurance  of  Faith  *.  . 
The  Apoftle,  in  this  Place,  and  throughout  this 
whole  Epiftle,  alludes  to  the  Mofaic  Ordinances  ; 
in  order  to  fhew,  that  the  Privileges  of  the  Chriflian 
Difpenfation,  were  typefied  by,  yet  are  greatly  fu- 
perior  to,  thofe  of  the  Jewijh. — Among  the  Jews, 
none  but  the  High-Prieji,  was  permitted  to  fet  a 
Foot  within  the  Holy  of  Holies  ;  and  He,  only  on 
the  folemn  Day  of  Expiation.  Whereas,  all  Chrif- 
tians  are  allowed  to  enter  into  the  immediate  Pre- 
fence  of  the  moft  High  GOD;  may  have  the 
neareft  Accefs  to  H I M,  who  dwells  in  the  Heaven 
of  Heavens ;  and  this,  not  once  in  the  Year  only, 
but  at  all  Times,  and  on  all  Occafions. — The 
High-Prieft  never  made  that  awful  Approach,  hut 
with  the  Blood  of  ^flaughtered  Animal.  We  have 
Blood  of  infinitely  richer  Value,  to  atone  for  our 
Failings,  and  recommend  our  Addreffes ;  even 
the  Blood  of  the  crucified  JESUS. — Jaron  en- 
tered through  the  Veil  of  the  Temple ;  a  Way, 
which  was  foon  to  become  antiquated,  and  for  ever 
to  be  abolifhed;  We  enter  by  a  far  more  noble 
Way ;  by  the  Flefli  of  our  bleffed  REDEEMER; 
given  as  a  propitiatory  Sacrifice  for  our  Sins. 
Which  Way  is  both  new  and  living ;  fuch  as  never 
waxes  old,  will  fubfift  to  the  End  of  Time,  and 
leads  to  eternal  Life. — Trufting  in  this  Sacrifice, 
and  entering  by  this  Way,  which  are  confecrated 
on  Purpofe  for  our  Ufe,  We  may  not  only  draw 
K  k  4  near, 

*  Heb.  X.  19,  20,  2I9  22. 
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near,  but  draw  near  with  Boldnefs^  with  an 
filial  Confidence ;  and  prefent  our  Supplication 
with  AJfurana  of  Faith — ^with  full  Aflurance  i 
Faith. 

How  ftrong  is  the  Contrail:,  and  howfiftctiK 
Gradation  !  How  precious  the  Dodlrine,  and  hw 
free  the  Privilege  !  What  fball  we  fear,  if  we  be* 
lieve  this  Doftrine  ?  What  can  Mre  lack,  if  weiBh 
prove  this  Privilege  ? — And  why  Chould  We  fiflt 
believe  the  former,  why  ihould  We  not  improw 
the  latter  ?  Since  they  both  are  founded,  not  onauj 
excellent  Endowments,  not  on  any  rccommendiBJ  | 
Adions  of  our  own,  hut  purely^  foJ^ly^  entireif^i 
the  Blood  of  JESUS  CHRIST.  \ 

Ther,  There  may  come  Seafons  of  Deferttsh 
when  all  Graces  are  languid,  if  not  dead :  Wbea 
the  Light  of  G  O  D  's  Countenance  is  fufpended, 
if  not  turned  into  Darknefa :  and  the  Man  is  mof^ 
like  a  lifelefs  Log,  than  a  zealous  Chrifiiau..  Tbefc 
Frames  of  Mind  I  have  heard  mentioned,  and  I 
begin  to  know  fomething  of  them  by  Experience. 

Jfp.  Then  Therouy  when  you  walk  in  Darhujh 
and  fee  no  Li^ht  of  fenfible  Comfort,  tfuft  in  ^ 
Namey  the  unchangeable  Grace,  df  the  LORl^'f 
and  Jlay  upon  the  Righteoufnefs,  the  oonfumnut^ 
Righteoufnefs,  of  your  GOD*.  'This,  you fee^ 
is  not  barely  my  A4vice,  but  the  Diredioa  of  an 
infallible  Guide. — This  agrees  alfo  with  the  Cha* 
rader  of  a  real  ChnJIian,  as  itis  moft  exadlydrawt 
by  an  unerring  Pen.  We  rejoice  in  CHRl^^ 
JESUS,  and  have  no  Confidence  in  the  FU^)  t  \  »^ 

Reli8flC« 
•  Ifai.  1.  lo* 

t  P^7.  ill.  3.     Exaaly  ^r^au«— Perhaps,  tMeisno 
where  extant  a  finer,  a  more  complete,  or  {^  lively  a- 
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I  XLeliance  on  any  Thing  of  oiur  own,  either  for  pre* 
tent  Joy,  or  futur^  Glory.  What  CHRIST 
t  lias  done,  is  that  which  pleafes  G  O  D.  What 
C  HRIST  has  done,  is  that  which  quiets  our 
;  Confciences,  and  chears  our  Hearts.  It  is  the 
I  glorious  Robe  of  his  Righteoufnefs,  which  coiret^ 
I  our  Sins,  and  adorns  our.Pcrfons*i  which  renders 
1  Us  completely  and  eternally  righteous  before  GOD 
I  himfelf;  and  gives  Us  a  fure,  an  unalienable  Ti- 
I   tie  to  the  Bleflednefs  of  Heaven. 

To  rely  on  the  Elevation  of  our  Spirits,  or  the 

;    Enlargement  of  our  Devotion,  is  like  building  our 

fioufe  upon  the  Ice,     Which  may  abide  for  a  Sea- 

ion ;  but,  upon  the  firft  Alteration  of  Weather^ 

<:eaies  to  be  a  Foundation,  and  becomes  JVater  that 

,     runneth  afate.    Whereas,  to  derive  our  Confolation 

i     from  the  M  E  D  I  AT  O  R's  Righteoufnefs,  and 

I      JEHOVAH'S  Faithfulnefs,    is  to  build  .our 

Edifice  upon  the  Rfuik :  which  may  not  he  removed^ 

hut  fiandeth  faft  for  ever.     The  former  of  thefc» 

even  amidft  all  our  Changes,  is  invariably  the  fame* 

The  latter,  notwith (landing  all  our  Unworthinefs^ 

is  inviolably  fure.     Therefore,  the  Fruit  of  that 

Righteouf- 

Pt3ure  of  the  true  Chriftian.  *Tis  in  Miniaturej  lownr 
but  it  comprehends  all  the  maflir  Lines,  and  every  diftiK- 
gmfiing Feature. '  We  are tbey^  wh6  werjhif  GOD  im  the 
Spirit ;  with  thq  fpiritual  Homage  of  a  renewed  Heart ; 
with  Faith ,  Love,  Refigoation.  Jnd  rejoice  in  C  HR IS  T 
JESUS;  in  Him  look  for  all  our  Acceptance  with 
GOD;  from  Him  derive  all  the  Peace  of  our  Minds  j 
and  on  Him  place  all  the  Hope  of  our  final  Felicity. 
Jndkave  n9  Coi^noe  in  the  Fl^ ;  or  any  Thing  what- 
ever,  that  feemed  excellent  in  Man.  Renouncing  oar- 
fclves,  in  every  View,  as  unprofitable  Servants ;  diA 
claiming  all  our  own  WorJcs  and  Attainments^  as  4^- 
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Righteoufncfs  is  Peace,  and  the  Effi^  of  t]\\M&- 
fulneft  is,  if  not  rapturous  Joy,  yet  ^pUmjiad 
AJfurance  for  ever  ♦. 

So  that  when  it  is  Winter  in  my  Soul,  and  there 
lies  a  Dearth  on  all  my  fenfible  Delights,  I  would 
ftill  fay  with  the  Pfalmift  ;  «  ffl^  art  thou  fa  £f- 
«  quUtad,  O  my  S^oul ?  QHR  IS  T  is  the  fame  a- 
"  midft  alt  thy  Dei;eliaions.  He  is  agreenFtr- 
**  Tree  fi  which  never  lofes  its  Verdure.  Under 
**  his  Shadow  Thou  may'ft  always  find  Repofe. 

«  We  have  Peace  with  GOD,  not  bccanfc 
*•  We  feel  this  or  that  holy  Emotion  in  ourBreafts: 
*'  not  becaufe  We  are  confcious  of  any  Dife- 
**  ence,  between  Ourfelves  and  the  moft  flagitious 
«  of  Mankind.  But  becaufe  JESUS  «  tie 
«  CHRIST^  and  has  fulfilled  all  Rightcou&efs 
**  in  our  Stead. — We  may  not  always  be  fervejjt 
**  in  Spirit.  We  may  not  always  be  free  from 
**  vile  AfFciftions.  But  his  Merit  and  Atonemeiit 
*«  are  always  mighty  to  fave.  They  conftitutc»n 
**  everlafting  and  infinite  Bafis  for  our  Juftifica- 
«  tion.  The  Promifes  of  GOP,  through  hi« 
**  Mediation,  are  yeay  and  ameriX  j   are  unque^^ 

«  onably 

•  Ifai.  xxxii.  17.  f  Hof.  xiv.  8. 

t  2  Cor,  i,  20.  Tea  and  Amen — Yea  ;  that  is,  avrff^' 
When  a  poor  Man  prefents  a  Petition,  and  his  rich 
Friend  anfwers,  Tea  ;  the  Favour  is  granted ;  the  Gift 
becomes  his  own. — Amen ;  fure  to  be  performed.  ^^ 
Word  fignifies  Truth  or  Faitbfulnefs.  Implying,  that 
the  jPromifes  are  as  certain,  as  Truth  can  make  them  J 
as  much  to  be  depended  on,  as  Faithfulnefs  itfdf.— All 
this  in  CHRIST  JESUS.  Not  ky  Virtue  of  an)f 
good  Works,  or  on  Condition  of  any  Worthinefs  in  Uj» 
but  wholly  on  Account  of  CHRIST  JESU^^ 
his  ineftimablc  Blood,  and  everlafting  Rightteoofneft. 
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**  onably  and  irrevocably  ours ;"  are,  amidft  all 
^^  CircuQiftances,  and  under  the  deepe^  Defer* 
**  tion,   ours." 

^her*  'Tis  very  probable,  I  may  meet  with 
Affli^iom  \  Death  in  my  Family,  or  Difeafe  in 
my  Perfon.  Difappointments  may  fruftrate  my 
Defigns.  Providence  may  wear*  a  frowning  Af- 
pefl  i  as  though  the  LORD  had  a  Controverfy 
with  bis^  fmful  Creature,  and  was  cauling  Hint 
to  poflefs  the  Iniquities  of  his  Youth.  And  what 
will  be  fuf&cient  to  fupport  and  to  chcar,  in  fuch  a 
gloomy  Hour  *  ? 

Aff.  The  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRTST.-^An 
Ambaflador  from  the  Spanijh  Court  was  once  extol- 
ling, at  a  prodigious  Rate,  the  Magnificence  and 
Glory  of  his  Sovereign.  He  fet  about  proving  his 
Superiority  to  all  other  Monarchs,  by  running  ovet 
a  long  Catalogue  of  Countries,  Provinces,  and 
States  fubjeft  to  his  Dominion.  An  Envoy  from 
the  Fr£nch  King  being  prefent,  replied  to  each  of 
thefe  petty  Titles,  France  !  France  !  never  varying 
his  Anfwer,  but  flill  repeating  the  Word  FtYtnce. 
Thereby  reprefenting  this  one  Monarchy,  as  more 
than  equivalent  to  all  thofe  inconfiderable  Pria- 
'  cipalities, — ^With  unfpeakably  greater  Propriety 
may  I  conftantly  reiterate,  The  RIghteoufiiefs  !  Tlje 
Righteoufnefs  !  The  incomprehenfihly  gloritms  Righteouf- 
nefs 

•  The  Sufficiency  of  CHRIST*s  Righteoufnefs 
to  anfwer  all  thefe  important  and  delightful- firds,  is 
excellently  difplayed  in  Mr.  R  a  wl  i  k*s  ScnRons,  en- 
titled C  HR  IS  T  the  Righteoufnefs  of  bis  Pecple.  In  which 
the  Public  have  ieen  the  grand  and  amiable  EfTentials  of 
the  Gofpely  delivered  in  mafculine  Language ;  defended 
by  nervous  Reafoning  ;  and  animated  with  a  lively  De-w 
votion. 
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mfi  9f  JESUS  CHRIST/  as  a  moft  fatisfac- ! 
toiy  Anfwer  to  all  Complaints ;  as  a  moft  foliJ  [ 
Support  under  all  Troubles;  and  as  more  than  equal  ' 
to  all  our  Wants. 

Nothing  is  fo  fovereign,  to  calm  our  Fears,  and 
remove  all  Apprehenfions  of  the  divine  Wrath. 
Apprehenfions  of  the  divine  WratK,  would  im 
the  Curtains  of  Horror  arouiid  our  lick  Beds,  and 
throw  upon  our  languilhing  Eye-lids  the  Shadow 
of  Death  ♦.  But  a  believing  Improvement  of  the 
imputed  Righteoufnefs  clears  up  the  mournful  Sceiie, 
and  takes  away  the  Sting  of  Tribulation. 

Attending  to  this  great  Propitiation,  the  Suffe^^ 
fees  his  Sins  forgiven,  and  his  GOD  reconciled. 
From  whence  he  concludes,  that  the  fevereft  A/- 
flidions  are  only  fatherly  Correftions  5  (hall  not 
exceed  his  Ability  to  bear  5  and  fliall  affuredly  ob- 
tain a  gracious  Iflue.  He  can  fetch  Comfort  from 
that  chearing  Word,  /  will  he  with  him  in  frouhk: 
And  expedt  the  Accomplifliment  of  that  moft  con- 
folatory  Promife,  I  will  deliver  Hirriy  and  bring  H^ 
to  Honour  f.— Tbefe  Supports  have  enabled  the 
Saints,  to  kifs  the  Rod,  and  .blefs  the  Hand,  w)iici 
chaftifed  them.  To  pofTefs  their  Souls,  not  in  Pa- 
tience only,  but  in  Thankfulnefs  alfo*  While  thej 
have  looked  inwardj  and  difcerhed  their  abfolute 
Need  of  thefe  bitter  but  falutary  Medicines ;  H^^^ 
looked  upwardy  and  beheld  the  Cup  in  a  moft  wife 

zni 

•  Alluding  to  that  Defcription  of  Tribulariofl  a*^ 
Anguifh,  which,  I  believe,  no  Pcrfon  of  SenfiW 
can  read  without  .  fhuddering  ^  My  Face  is  fQvl '^'^^ 
Weeping^  and  on  my  Eye-lids  is  the  Shadow  rf  i^^** 
Job  xvi.  1 6. 

t  Pfal.  xci.  15. 
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and  tender  P  H  Y  S  I C I A  N's  Hand  :  Have  looi- 
fd  forward.^  with  a  joyful  Hope,  to  that  better 
World  J  where  God  will  wipe  away  all  Tears 
from  their  Eyes,  and  there  fhall  be  no  more  Sor-r 
fow,  nor  any  more  Pain. 

Ther.  The  laft  Occafion  of  Need  is  the  trying 
Hour  of  Deaths  and  the  tremendous  Day  of  Jud^- 
^eni.  Will  this  Righteoufnefs  carry  Us,  with  Safe- 
ty, through  the  darkfome  Valley  ^  and  prefent  Us, 
with  Acceptance,  at^the  dreadful  Tribunal  ? 

Jfp.   It  will  :    It  will. — This  filences  all  the 
Curfes  of  the  Law,  and  Jifarms  Death  of  every 
Terror,     To  believe  in  this  Righteoufnefs,   is  to 
meet  Death  at  our  SAVIOUR's  Sidej  or  ra- 
ther, like  good  old  Simeon^  with  the  S  A  V I O  U  R 
in  our  Avms.^-rThey   overcame^    fays  the   beloved ' 
Difciple ;   they  overcame  the  laft  Enemy,  not  by 
natural  Fortitude,   or  philofophic  Refolution,  but 
py  the  BM  of  the  LAMB  *.      By  that  grand 
Price  of  Redemption,  which  coft  the  R  E  D  E  E  IVl- 
E  R  every  Drop  of  his  Blood  ;    which   delivers 
Sinners   from   the  Wrath  to  come,  and  entitles 
them  to  the  incorruptible  Inheritance* 

/  know^  adds  the  heroic  Apoftle,  %vhom  I  have 
'  believed \  ;  I  am  affured,  that  my  J E  S  U  S  is  in- 
finitely faithful,  and  will  not  defert  me ;  that  his 
Ranfom  is  abfolutely  fufficient,  and  cannot  deceive 
me.  Therefore,  with  a  holy  Bravery,  He  bids  De- 
fiance to  Death  j  or  rather,  triumphs  over  it,  as  a 
vanquiftied  Enemy  ;  Thanks  be  to  GOD  who  giveih 
lis  the  FiJiory  through  our  LORD  JESUS 
p  HR  ISTt  /—Nay,  through  the  viaorious  EiE- 

cacy 
f  Rev.  xii,  u.  •  f  e  Tim.  i.  I2.     J  i  Cor.^xv.  57. 
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cacy  of  C  HR  ISTs  Propitiatron,  Death  h  aaj^*; 
not  our  Foei  but  our  Friend  and  Deliverer.  W« 
may  number  it  among  our  Treafures ;  and  idl 
fatisfiedy  That  to  <AV,  is  Gain. 

What  ?    Though    our    Flefh   fee   Comrptioa. 
Though  this  Body,  vfle  at  prefent,  bemadevto 
ftill,  by  dwelling  amidft  Worm«,  and  mouHcring 
in  the  Duft ;  yet  through  H I  S  R  ighteoufnefs,  wlw 
is  the  Refurrcftion  and  the  Life,    it  fliaJl  fhakedF 
the  Difiionours  of  the  Grave  i  It  fliall  rife  to  a  new 
and  illuftrious  State  of  Exiftence  :•  It  (hall  be  n»i ' 
like  the  glmous  and  immortal  Body  of  our  triampb- 
ant  LORD.— If  the  Body  be  fo  refined,  foal 
altcd ;  what  will  be  the  Dignity,  what  the  Per- 
fedion,  of  the  Soul  I  Or  rather,  of  Soul  and  Body  I 
both,  when  they  are  happily  and  indiflblubly  uniM 
at  the  Refurreftion  of  the  Juft  ? — Shall  they  bavc 
«ny  thing  to  fear,    when  the  Judgment  is  fet,  an' 
the  Books  are  opened  ?  *Tis  probable  thsre  will  be ' 
Jio  Accufation,  'tis  certain  there  is  no  Condenmdsth 
to  them  that  are  in  CHR  1ST  JES  US  f.    ^^ 
fiiall  lay  any  Thing  to  their  Charge  ?  //  is  GOT> 
— not  Man,  or  Angel,  or  any  Creature,  but  GOD 
—that  jvjlijies  them.     The  GOD  whofe  Law  wa>' 
broke,  the  GOD  to  whom  Vengeance  belongeth, 
He  Himfelf  pronounces  them  innocent^  becatifeA«^ 
Iniquities  have  been  laid  upon    CHRISf't  H^ 
Himfelf  pronounces  them  righteous,   becaufe  thff 
are  interefted  in  the  Obedience  of  their  REDEEM- 
E  R  ;   on  thefe  Accounts,  He  Himfelf  pronouncts 
them  blejfedy  and  gives  them  an  abundant  Enirsf^* 

into  the  Joy  of  their  LORD. 

Bttt 
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,  But  what  can  cxprefs,  or  who  can  imagine  their 
Happinefs,  when  they  take  up  their  Abode,  in  the 
Palaces  of  Heaven  ;  amidft  the  Choirs  of  Angels  -, 
and  under  the  Light  of  GOD's  Countenance! 
When  they  poffefs  the  Hope  of  Righteoufnefs  *  ;  when 
they  wear  the  Crown  of  Righteoufnefs  f  ;  and  receive 
that  great,  that  eternal  Salvation,  which  is  an  ade- 
quate Recompence  for  the  Humiliation  and  Ago- 
nies of  JESUS  C  HR  IS  T  the  righteous  %. 

Come  then,  my  dear  Theron,  let  Us  henceforth' 
teas  Branches,  ingrafted  into  the  heavenly  VINE  j 
derive  all  our  Sap,  all  our  Moifture,  all  our  Confo- 
lation,  from  his  Fulnefs.  Let  Us  live  upon  our  alU 
fufficient  REDEEMER,  as  the  Ifraelites  fub- 
fifted  on  their  Manna  from  Heaven,  and  their  Wa- 
ters from  the  Rock  ;  and  not  wifh  for  other^  as  we 
cannot  poffibly  enjoy  ^^«^r  Suftenance. 

Ther.  Is  this  the  Meaningof  our  LORD's  Ex- 
hortation, when  he  fliews  the  Neceflity  of  eating  his 
Flejh^  and  drinking  his  Blood  ? 

Jfp.  'Tis  the  very  fame.  A  repeated  and  incef- 
fant  Application  of  our  S  A  VIOUR's  Merits,  for 
all  the  Purpofes  of  Piety  and  Salvation,  is  the  Ker- 
nel of  this  Nut,  the  Meaning  of  this  Metaphor. — 
JVhenwt  habitually  advert  to  JESUS  CHRIST^ 
as  dying  for  our  Sins,  and  rifihg  again  for  our  Jufti- 
fication;  performing  all  Righteoufnefs,  that  we  may 
be  intitled  to  an  eternal  Crown  ;•  and  interceding 
in  Heaven,  that  we  may  be  filled  with  all  the  Fulnefs 
of  GOD;  Then  we  eat  his  Flefli,  and  dnnk  his 
Blood.— When  We  habitually  advert  to  JESUS 

CHRIST^ 

•  Gal.  v.  5.       t  2  Tim,  iv.  8.       J  1  John  li,  u 
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CHRIST,  as  entirely  abolifliing  all  our  Gailt  5 
making  Us  whiter  than  Snow,  by  his  moft  precious 
Blood ;  and,  through  his  tranfccndently  noble  Obc- 
<tienoe,  prefenting  Us  unblameable  before  G  O  D. 
Tkm  we  derive  a  Lift  of  folid  Comfort,    and  real 
Godlinefs,  from  his  mediatorial  Offices  ;  juft  as  we 
derive  the  Continuance  of  our  natural  Life,   from 
the  daily  Ufe  of  alimentary  Recruits. 

Ther.  Your  Difcourfe  brings  to  my  Remembrance 
that  magnificent  and  beautiful  Paflage  in  Scripture, 
where  CHRIST  is  called  The  Sun  of  Righ- 
teousness.    Your  Doftrine  fets  the  Comparifon 
in  a  very  advantageous  Light;  gives  it  the  utmoft 
Force,  and  the  greateft Propriety. — ^The  Righteouf- 
nefs  of  CHRIST,  according  to  your  Account,  is 
as  extcnfively  ufeful  in  the  Chrifiian  Life,  as  the 
Beams  of  that  grand  Luminary  are  in  the  material 
World.-^Tbe  Sun  fills  the  /fir;  where  it  fheds 
the  Light,  and  pours  the  Day. — The  Sun  penetrates 
the  Ocean ;  from  whence  it  exhales  Vapours,  and 
forms  the  Clouds. — In  the  vegetable  Creation,  the 
Sun  raifes  the  Sap,  and  protrudes  the  Gems ;  un- 
folds the  Leaves,  and  paints  the  Bloffom  ;  diftends 
the  Fruit,  and  concocts  the  Juices. — Turn  we  to 
the  animal  World ;  the  Sun  lends  Sight  to  every 
Eye,  and  awakens  Myriads  of  Infers  into  Being. 
It  difrufes  thofe  reviving  Rays,  in  which  all  Nature 
fcafks  and  difpenfes  that  general  Smile,    in  which 
'every  fenftble  Creature  exults.     Indeed,  its  benign 
Agency  is  univerfal.     Tb^re  is  nothing  hid  from  the 
Heat  ibereaf.  ,  ■  .  • 

Jffp.   Thus  the  LORD   JESUS  CHRIST, 
that  true  and  only  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  arifeson  his 
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People  with  Healing  in  his  Wings  ♦.  So  various,  fo 
efficacious,  and  fo  extenfive  are  his  Influences.  Like 
a  ffff«,  He  enlightens  and  enlivens  :  like  WingSy  He 
cheriflies  and  protefls  :  like  a  Remedy,  He  heab  and  . 
reftores.  And  ally  by  virtue  of  his  Righteoufnefsj 
en  account  ofhisRigbteoufnefs.^^Nor  can  We  doubt, 
nor  need  We  Wonder,  if  Wt  conftder  its  Nature 
and  its  Author*.  Its  Nature ;  it  is  fupremely  excel- 
lent, has  every  Kiiid,  and  every  Degree  of  Perfec- 
tion. Its  Author  \  it  is  the  Righteoufnefs  and  Obe- 
dience of  that  fublime  P  E  R  S  O  N,  in  whom  dwells 
all  the  Fulnefi  of  the  GODHEAD. 

It  muft  therefore — You  will  permit  ttic  to  fum  up 
in  a  Word,  what  has  been  difplayed  at  large — It 
muft  be  fully  anfwerable  to  the  Demands  of  the  LaWy 
even  in  its  higheft  Purity,  and  utmoft  Exadnefs.— <> 
It  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Demerit  of  S/«j  and 
Entirely  abfolves  from  all  Guilt,  entirely  exempts 
from  all  Condemnation. —It  is  amoft  valid  and  ne*- 
ver-failing  Plea^  againft  the  Accufations  oi  Satan^  and 
the  Challenges  of  Conference. — It  eftablifhes  an 
undoubted  Title  to  every  Bleffing,  vrhether  in  Time 
or  in  Eternity,  whether  of  Grace  or  of  Glory.— It 
is  a  fure  Support  for  the  Chriftian,  in  an  Hour  of 
Defertiony  and  in  the  Agonies  of  Death.  Cafting 
Anchor  on  this  Bottom,  He  may  difmifs  cvtry  Eear, 
and  ride  out  every  Storm.  Leaning  upon  this  Staff^ 
'  He  may  go  down  to  the  Repofe  of  the  Grave  ;  and 
neither  be  appalled  at  the  folemn  Harbingers  of 
Diflblution,  nor  terrified  at  its  far  more  awful  Con- 
sequences.*^The  Merit  of  tlys  Righteoufnefs,  arrf 
the  Power  of  its  DIVINE  AUTHOR,  will, 
unfeal  the  Tomb;  will  bring  forth  the  fleeping  Duft 

Yot.  III.  .LI  from 

•  Mai.  iv.  2. 
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from  the  Chambers  of  Putrcfaflion  ;  and  build  up* 
the  whole  Man  into  Immortality  and  Glory.  Bv^ 
this  He.  will  be  prefen.tcd  without  Spot  * ;  prefentcd 
faultlefs  t ;  yea,  be  prefented  perft^i  J,  and  with  ex^ 
seeing  Joy^  before  the  Throne. 

What  aGift  then  is  the  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST f 
— "  Omy  Soul,  what  wouldft  thou  wiih,   for  thy 
'.«  Confolation  and  Joy  ?  What  wouldft  thou  wiih» 
<«  to  be  the  Stability  of  thy  Hope,  and  the  Strength 
«'  of  thy  Salvation  ? — Wouldft   thou  have   that» 
*'  which  is  greater  than  the  whole  World,  and  all 
<*  its  Grandeur,  and  all  its  Treafure  ?  Thou  haft       j 
♦'  it  in  CHRIST.— WouMk  thou  havethat,  which       '} 
•<  is  greater  than  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  and  all       * 
«'  its  ilarry  Hofts,  and  all  its  angelic  Inhabitants  ? 
*«  Thou  haft  it  in  C if ^/Sr.— Wouldft  thou 
*«  have  that,  which  is  abundantly  greater,  incom- 
**  parably.  greater,   immenfely  greater   than  allf 
*^  Thou  haft  it  in  C  HR  IS  Tl— Wouldft  thou  have 
*'  that,  which  is  great  as  the  inexorable  Jufticeof 
*<  G  O  D  can  demand ;  great  as  the  unfearchable 
-«'  Wifdom  of  G  O  D  can  devife  ?  Thou  haft  it  in 
*'  C  if  it /Sr.— Wouldft  thou  havethat,  which 
*'  is  great,  and  excellent,  and  glorious,  as  the  Per- 
."  fedions  of  the  almighty  and  eternal  GOD? 
.**  Thon  haft  it  in  the  Holinefs,  the  Righteoufnefs, 
«'  and  the  Blood  o(  CHRIST-^in  the  immacu-  . 
**  late  Holinefs  of  his  Nature — in  the  confummate 
•*  Righteoufnefs  of  his  Life — and  the    infinitely         < 
•'  precious  Blood  of  his  Crofs. — Surely,  then.  Thou 
"  haft  to  fay^  with  the. holy.  Apoftle ;  Bleffed  be 
«  GOD  for  this  UNSPEAKABLE  GIFT-" 

A      -' 
•  •  Eph.  V.  27.        t  Jude  24.        J  CoL  i,  2^. 
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BOOKS  writteH  ly  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Hei* 
▼EY  J  and  fold  by  J.  andF..  Rivinoton,  0/ 
the  Bible  and  Crown  in  St.  Paul's  Cbtircb- 
Xard. 

I.  U  L  E  V  E  N  Letters  from  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  H  i  r. 
1\<  V  E  Y,  to  the  Rev.  Mr,  JohnWe  sl  by;  con- 
taining an  Anfwer  to  that  Gentleman's  Remarks  on  T he- 
ron and  AsPASio,  publiQicd  from  the  Aathor't 
Manafcriptt  left  in  the  PoiTeilion  of  his  Brother^  W.  He  x- 
T  E  Y.  With  a  Preface,  (hewing  the  Reafon  of  thsir  being 
BOW  printed.  In  one  Volume  ixnall  OdUvo,  Price  j  s^ 
bound. 

IL  Meditations  and CoNTSMPi.Ar/offi. 
Containing, 

Vol.  I.  Meditations  among  the  Tombs,  Refledions  on  4 
Flower-Garden,  and  a  Defcant  on  Creation. 

Vol.  II.  Contemplations  on  the  Night/  ContemphtioDs 
on  the  Starry  Heavens,  and  a  Wmter-Piece.  tht  eigh- 
teenth Edition,  neatly  printed  from  a  Copy  correAed  by 
the  Author  a  ihort  Time  before  his  Deceafe,  in  two  Vo- 
lumes Odlavo,  Price  6fi» 

III.  A  Colleaion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Htrvefs  Letters, 
which  exhibit  in  their  Purport,  Compoiition,  and  various 
Tendencies,  a  ftriking  and  amiable  Pidure  of  the  Ingtnmft 
Learning,  Candour,  and  Piety  of  their  excdlent  Author. 
To  which  is  prefixed,  an  Account  of  his  Life  and  Death, 
in  two  Volumes,  Price  7  s.  bound,  or  6  s.  fewed. 

IV.  Sermons  and  Mifcellanfeous  Tra£ts :  Contaiff/'g* 
I.  Three  Faft  Sermons.,  2.  A  Vification  Sermon.  3.  Con* 
fiderations  on  vifitin^  on  Sundays.  4.  Remarks  on  Lord 
Bplingbroke^s  Letters  on  the  Study  and  Ufe  of  Hiftorf. 
5,  The  Miniftry  of  Reconciliation.  6.  A  Trcattfe  on  the 
jeiigious  Educa.tion  of  Daughters.     Price  3s.  bound* 

V.  Latin  EpiUle  on  the  Book  of  Job.    Price  6d. 

The  above  with  thefe  three  Votamis,  complete  Mr.  Sift 
wey\  Works. 


